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THE UNITED STTES OF wuERICaA, et al,
-8«

&Rekl, Dadao, et al

oworN DeEsrOoITION

DEFONENTs ™ Charles Ream Jackson,
048583, Cormissioned
Warrant officer, U«Se
Marine Corps.

Having been duly sworn, does hereby de pose and state as followss

My name is Charles Ream Jaekson, and I a2 Comissicned Warrant
Officer of the United States Marine Corps, 1 have been in the military
and naval service more or less continupusly since 14 June, 1917.

Prior to entering the Marine Corps on 3 September, 1927, 1 had soue
eight years service in the Infantry and Coast s#rtillery of the L1TY .o
rising to the rank of First Lieutenant. 1 resigned, with an honorable
record on 27 July, 1925; was commissioned a First Lieutenant in the
Officers Reserve Corps, Infantry, with a certificate of capecity for
Captaine I resigned this caanission to enter the Marine Coryce

In the Marine Corps I rose to the rank of Sergeant la jor, the
highest an enlisted man could go, and at the outbreak of war was
serving as the Battalion Sergeant Major of the Second Battalion,
Fourth Marine Regiment, I served through Bataan and Corregidor,

- was twice wounded and twice eswarded the Purple Heart, and wes
awarded the Silver Star decoration for gallantry in action against
the enerye.

iLs a prisoner, I was c.nfined mainly in Cabanatuan Prison Canmp,
leaving there about the niddle -f wugust of 1944, and arrived in
Henowa Camp, #&kita Prefceturs, lonsiu Island, Japan, shortly after
the lst day of Septeunber, 1944

I had suffered fra. bacillic dysentery, amoebic chronic dysenicIy,
sdema and neuritis beri beri, ambliopia -a sort of dimness of vision
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caused by starvation -, ulcers, .ialariec, pellagrae, and zZeneral ncle
nutrition, among other ailments., &t the tiue 1 arrived in Hanowa

ny 2ain sicknesses were chronic amoebic dysent:ry, recurrcnt aalaria,
pellagra, and both types of beri beri, 1 wcighed about one hundred
twenty five pounds, suaxe fifty pounds underweight. 1 had about re-
covered fran ry wounds.

I consider my rental condition perfectly normal, considering the
conditions of my captivity.

At the ¢tine of our arrivel, a young Second Lieutenant of the
Inperial &rmy was in camend of the canup - 1 recall not his nane =
and he was replaced soe six wecks later by one First Licutenant
hAsaka of the Japanese Infantry.

There were five hundred cnlisted prisoners, Captain Elucr P,
Fleming, Field artillery Reserve, First Lieutenant Richard 1, Pullen,
Chpast Lrtillery Reserve, Ma jor Jackson of the «ry lcdical Corps, and
First Lioutenant John E, Lany, likewise of tlc sudicel Corps. There
were some cight &rmy Medical Corpsmen, all enlisted, included in the
five hundred,

For the first ten days we loafed 2nd restcd, with extra rice,
but never enough food for our starved bodies., OCanp details were sct
by Captain Fleming, and rosters prepared., We were organized into one
group to work on the top side of the copper mine, working rmck,
another group to work in the rAchine shop, about four groups to work
beneath the ground, nining ore, a group in the smeltery, and the
aforessaid camp deteil group., This last was the prized end desireblc
detail, and was sct by Captain Fleming.

The lditsuibishi lMine People had gone to considerable exycnse and
trouble to reccive us, and had built a new barracks to Licuse us.
1t was better made than the ordinary ¢ nstruction in the village, as
1 could see, It was obvious, since we had all been proccssed at
Bilibid Prison in the Philippines, and marked "fit" by american doctors
- the sick were taken off the detnil - that the bine folk expected five
hundred ablec bodied ien. However, as I said, 1 was by American standards
a sick man, and so were rwst cf the others.

i Japanese Doector whon we callzd the "Black Prince® came in after
we had becn there for a nonth or losse Major Jackscn was a too kind
hearted man, and had placed abcut trec hundred and fifty of these
priscners on quarters, neaninz they were too sick to worke He was no
diplonat, hated tho Japanese, and refuscd to back down from his position
that if these ren went to work, they would soon dies The "Black Prince®
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shook nost of then ~ff tho list, all but forty, whom he considered
very Sick. The rest werc schnt to the Minc. It was obvious that the
ariy authorities and Minc folk wanted to know why thesc aen were

not working, and prossure was put on Lieutecnant asaka to get then

back to worke

jeved from all duties, and a nedical
*Cyclops', ran the sick call, He graduclly
to necarly cighty mens Licutenant
was sick call interpretcTe

and was putting

The Doctors were rcl
sergoant, whor Vo called
10t the quartcrs list increasc
Pullen, who knew a little Jepenesc,
*Cyclops" was totally jgnorant of his dutica,

smooth rmalingerers of long practice in such ©
and scnding sick nen %0 gerke 4round November 20 he sent a

Private of the 4TIy nared Milley up tO the Mine to work, and Miller

died on the way back of pneurionia, aggrevated by malnutritione
Lt the sane tine a Jamnese Inspection Party was in the campe. #s a

Doctor Jackson was sont to sxe Tokyo Hosrital or othery
a medical duties, supcrvised by *Cyclops” =
d man - and sone TWO vecks later, we goU

Doctor Don Golenternek , Gaptain ~f the by kiedical Corps, in a8
Carap Surgeon. <This man was & splendid phycician, and a master

diplonat in working with the Japaneses e t0OOK full charge,
and in a short time, @s the b around

{tter cold came Upon US,
three hundred or nore werse on

a ngs subdued and

the quarters liste.

a4 in civilians for heavy wWork, such

Licutenant ~saka even ha
sted

as elearing snow off the roofs, and enptyi
in this lattcr, particlly, by the prisonerse

ng the latrincs, &8sl

'cyclops' got up a sort of forty bed hospital, and tiings begtn
to zeb beticrs Fron what 4 personally observed of the ad jacent

Chinese cnd Xorecan prisoners and the free Japanesc '4inc work.eng

treated very wolle By our aucrican
standards, we we But then therc was a war Ol and
~ur captors were Oricntals

Punishrents were handed out, as
Flening, who, as far as 1 knew, never reporte
Thege were of a uinor naturc, mainly forfeiture of
ration for theft fran each other cmd fron the corxon food supply e«

The Japaneso punished on the spot with a slapping that hurt mostly
our dignity for petty offensce, such asmt saluting properly., being
out of uniform in freczing vwecather, am petty thefis, when detectede

rig, and

It was several months before Lsaka p

practically every nal +ho went in there richly dese
stole frou fellow prisoners, °T fror the camon food sSuppPly e The
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Brig was a tough place, with no heat, and 4sake let most of then
out in the cold weather on recommendation of Dogtor Golenternek
before their sentences had expired,

I ccnsidered asaka very lenient in punishrnent, Men sold in
the Mine Japenese &rmy blankets, shoes, and other articles issued
thers by the wrry and Mire peorle. In most cases, they were
reissued new clothes, and nothing 1much was done about it,

However, he required a rigid unilitary etiguette = these prie-
sonors refused, almost to a man to cooperate « and his guards slapped
people around plenty, but with no brutal beatings, However, same of
the civilian "Guides" were very brutal at the Mine, out of sight of
sgakyg, who alweys stepped in to stop such practices in ry opinion,
as far as 1 ¢ould see. Secrgeaht Ralph Pope, Enginecrs, 4y, had
his arn broken by a "Guide® known as "The Rat", Whether an
off icial report was ever nade to Asaka I ds not know,

bfter Licutenant Colonel Walker, bviation, took over as Senior
Officer Priscner, he threatened to report men to «saka, and did so
for theft. One Technical Sergeant Lebeau 'ont into the Brig, with
the hearty approtmal of all of us, for c-uf .ried and repgated
thieveries, around the end of March, and stuyed s$here, except for
occasional hospital treatment, until nearly July, 1945. Colonel
“alker recarended him to 4saka for such punishient, and told us
he had done 8o, for lebeau rated it.

The only beatings I ever saw the "Cyclops" hand out werc at the
beginning of cold weather, when he ordered men to be fully clothed
outside barracks, as a hecalth measure. They blithely ignorcd s
orders; one afternoon he laid for them, and slapped thosec hc caught
out of unifom, On one other occasion, marching us arcund for
"Bango" disnissal as Senior Noncommissioned Present, we refuscd, in
our hatred and stubborness, to do it with snap and precision, and
several ren were lightly slappeds

On the whole, “"Cyclops" was our friends He gave the sick
neager gifts, for his pay was very little, and got that hospital
goinge They relieved him around late March, and his going was
regretted. His successor was 2 nondesceript "buck passer®, who
did little for or against the priscuerse "Cyclops® even- thought
enough of his fomwer patients to come back-and pay ther a visit at
his own expense later on in the surier, and this should be credited
hin as a good nark,

First Scrgcant Jack Boyd, sy Infantry, having been informed
by Captain Fleming. who got it from ssaka, that all prisoners were
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to be executed in the event of & major landing on any one of the

four hoe islends., and several cther wrisoncrs, stcle dynanite,

caps, and fuscs frooa the 4ino in order to nicke a last ditch defcnse
when the shooting started. There 1ust have becn forty pounds secreted
under the floors of the barracks. “round the ed of 4«pril, as we

cane in fro the Mine, we heard 1% had been discovered, and there
would be an investigation. 2 the Philippines wo would have becn
shot first, and investigcted later. 4t evening "Bango", dsaka, who s
spoke £nzlish, but never c~ndoscended to use it to the prisoners,
addressed us through the Carip Interpreter. To sur relief, he said

no one would be punished, but thc next time there would be a court
Ilartial. ard DrObele death ;.;:11:.1‘1';)!’.

The prisoner raticns were cntirely separate fron those of the
Guards, though cooked in the sane galley. Captain Flening, and
later, Uolonel “alker, supervised the distribution. These officers
tried their best to nmeke a fair distribution, but the en stole
frx1 the food supply, to eat themselves, and sell the rcst for
tobaccos

Froy tvhat 1 permnally observed, the Ghords had zabout half as
mich nore to eat as we did, and the Minc c¢.vilians had about the
saie onount, or possibly a little more, than uSs What «8aka,

Tokahashi (First Sergeant and Second in Corond), Sanhai (Police,
Quarternaster, amd Mess Sergeant), and "Cyclops" had to eat 1
cannot say, but I saw this much - they lost weight, day by day,
and I riake a guoss that the loss averaged twenty pounds LCT IidDe

It would heve becn very easy for then to have eaten all they wanted,
and I credit then for their honesty in this mattere.

Christims cae. with Red Cross packages, four twelve pound
boxes per 11an. T- us these were the rarest of delicacicss ¢
sounted tlhosc precious peckages as they were unloaded at the raile
road station, we kunew exactly . how mary there werce I o positive
that outside of sore thefts by the prisoners, nc Jammnese ever
stole any of then. We bitterly hated hsaka because ho tantalized us
by issuing them in inercrents - naybe Doctor Golenternek was back
of that = but this was the best thing for all of us, starved as
we Were.

The Japanese Guards would hive given anything for those packages,
and it was a source of great trouble and worry to ssaka to keep those
packoges properly zuardeds

L8aka began to short us on the rationg to build up a storerocily
The inpression we gut from the Joponese was the war was to be a
ten year ocne, cf attrition, and we had better save food for next
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not have
After surrendor,

years The «my, suffering froa1 the blockade, night
all we could

enouzh for use. He prudently built up quite a lote

vefore the plenes dropped us "Kerat ions”, he gave us

eat, and rore besides.
Takahaahi was talki about the

Once, with Captain Flening,
and 1 heard hin say, ' Oh, you

general treatnent of prisoners,
cannot kill these prisonerse The Cormandant (lssaka) ig responsible
#or their lives and well beinge"

b11 in 211, from pers-nal ~bservation, I sonsidered ksaka
ossional scldier, Who took gare O

hard and strict, a true prof

safeguard lives and health. He had little food and nedicincs

to 4> it with, and ¢o>ndoned repeated thieveries fraoo the Ming of
and violations of Ly orderse

trading with the civilians,.
ic inspect ions by the high camand fran Tokyo
Lacka had the caap cleaned UP,

best, just 1like i nspections in our
know, no prisoncr WS pernitted

jcers and state grievancesSe

fuel,

of the prisonersSe
and prisoners dressed theilr

oWn LITIye HOWeveI, a8 fer -as
to interview the inspecting off

In this porticular canp, snly eight ien dicds One was the
vate Wernor, UsS. Merine Corps,

result of & mine cave-in, Fri

-ne was tuberculosis, F;prst Sergeant MaCarthy, of the iarryy and 1
think the rest vere plain pneunonia, aggravated by gencral palnutrie
tion and dispondent heartbreak. Out of five nundred and sixty neny

for we had reccived an increase ~f British prisonors, this Secr®
pood, from what 1 nave heard of other cauilSe There
was positively no sadistic ravated brutcliilys such

tortures or 8gs
as 1 sew in the Philippines.

of the Brig, and the slappings
¢ronn the Guards, there Was n ot oueh €0 complain of in the way of
punishontse

.7 SLN DIEGO, CLLIFORNIL.

This 11th day of bugust, 1947 «

DEPONENT: /S/ Charles R. Jack®l

~t the forcgolng was duly sworn 10, signed

I hercby certify th
£ this witness.

and scaled in the prescnce .

it the scme place, on the Sale day e

Witnoss § /S/ Saumcl ie Roberts

. Defense Counsel




