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life less hard. ,

In addition to these visits i8 would have boen nice to
distribute provisions and clothing as is done in other countrios
by the represontatives of the Holy See, but everything was . .-
severoly rationed and it was impossible to obtain anything of
this sort. As the most frequently expressed desire of the
prisoncrs was to» obtain something to read, a certain number cf
works, particular}y in English were purshased on the Tokyo
market, but only a small mumber reached the prisoners as far as
I can make oute This was not because of the authorities desire
te cause suffering but the consequence of an exaggerated senso
of responsibilitye No bock could be sent to the priscnors
without being examined line by line by censors who knew littl
English, and who were fow in number and very busy and wheo abr
all could not arrivo at an opinion as to whether to pass a
book or not,

Another desire of the prisoners was to get news cof their
familiese They were permitted tc write three of four times
a year but many letters were lost and replies came rarely.

I strongly demanded that they be as generous as possible in
the matter of correspondence.

I lived a leng time in Japan bofore the war and more or 1o
less shared the fate of the Japanese people in the course of '’ .
the hostiliticse By making use of this experience I sheuld i<ve
like, withocut scelking to excuse or justify anything, to explain
the mentality of the country insofar as it concerns as it
concerns prisoners of ware. Apart from every atrocity and abuse,
the condition cof the prisoners in respect of quarters and clotlii
clothing was entirely that of the common pcoplce The &
discipline was that of the Japanese army which in certain
respects is oxtremely hard.

In Japan the standard of living was always much lower than
usual, but during the war it dropped extremely still and the
people had almost nothing to eat and cruld buy clothing only
with the few clothing coupons allotted tc them for cnoc ycare.
Thoy werec housed cne on tcp of another and the government -ro—° '
provided spnce of only two yards square per marson” Tor »
Japanese workers in war foaectoricse. Such conditions naturally
became insupportable and cruel for members of the allied - r...
armies without affcecting the Japanecse to the same extent,

In order to arrive at an impartial judgment 1t 1is necess: -~
to add that the Japanese do not have the idea of a prisoner t.
that a long Christian culture has given use They naturally
dospised this class of porson and no Japanese soldier was
permitted under any circumstance to allow himself to be c:
Officoers, by the way, used to state that what they were doing
in favor of allied prisoners was absolutely one=sided, for
they themselves would never have any prisocnerse
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The fact of boing ontirely assimilated by the Japanesc a nd
submitted to their customs, often contrary %o our own, lcd to
the bolief in deliberate humiliations when such was not at all
the ideas communal Japanese bath, the practice of working almost
naked etc. |

The wide difference in religion, furthermore, led to the
fact that through simple ignorance the svecial spiritnal needs
of the prisoner were not taken into sccount aud this was one of
the points upon which this Delegation had to insist most in
order to porsuade the camp avisicrities that such rueds were
real and supreme. Certain rosulis were obtained Yui circume
stances @fgen prevented much from veling donce As far as Cathelilc
priests werc concerned, for example, they weoro not permitted
nccoss to the camps except in thz case of those who were
Japancse alone and they were very few, overlpoaded with work
and few among them knew English sufficiently well, Neverthe loss
they did their best ¢o answer the calls of thz c-mp commanders,
but in accordance with the Japanese mentality they wore called
more ofgegd to preoside at funorals than to assisc¢ the dyinge

To sum upl The general impression is taal apart from the
atrocities and abuses of certain indiviluals the gr2at and . '

real suffering cof the priscners was largnly the result of a
fate which nllowed them tec fall into the hends of a neople @O
different in manncrs and mentality rather chan boling .Auéto

L >
ut "

o.premedinted plen cf -Rumilidgtecd plan of humiliction and
torture.

At Tokye this 7th day of August 1947,

Archbishop
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INTERNATIONAL MILITARY TRIBUNAL FOR THE FAR EAST

THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, et al.
ARAKI Sadaoo, et al.

- Defondants

I, Archbiship Pabda Marella, being duly sworn, hercby depose

and says

That I am the duly accrecdited apostollic delogate in

Japan and reside at Tokyoe

1 heroby doclarﬂ that tho attached d ocument entitled

l"'"

Y
. »

"Memorandum", written in Fronch and dated at Tokyo 7 August

1947, consisting of five pages, was written by me and 1is

true to the best of my knowledge and belicf.

/8/ Paolo Marclla

' |
. I
Sworn to and subscribcd before me this 21ste day of August

1947, at Tokyoe

/S/ David We Parsons,

apte Infe.cInves?t Bl ng
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