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INTERNATIONAL MILITARY TRIBUNAL FOR THE FAR EAST

THE UNITED STATES OF AMFRICA, et al.

o VS -

ARLYI, Sadao, et al.

DEPQSITLION

Deponent: KAMEYANVA, Kazuii.

Date of bicth: December 9, 1895
Domiclle: 8235 Furachi, Sexi--Machi, Gifuken

Having first duly sworn an cath as on the attached sheet, 1n
accordance with the procedure prevailing in my country, I hereby depose as
follows:

(1) I entered the service of the Foreign Office in February 1922
and retired from of fice in March 1946. I held a ncst in the First Section,
Bureau of Lurcpean and American Affairs (afterwards Bureau of Huropean-
Aslatic Affairs) from Fzliuary 1922 to March 1927, taking charge of business
concerning the Sovict Union. As to the prob'ems of the conclusion of the
Soviet-Jaranese Non-Az . oreior Fact and the parchase of the East China Rail-
way upon whiecn 1 depose here, I was directly in charge of the business con-
cerning ithem while I was in the a2bove post. Further, I served at the
Japanese fhhhessy at Moscow first as a second secretary from May 1935 to

Al ;

November 1937, ard then as a councillor from December 1942 to March 1945.

() In December, 1931, Ambassador YOSHIZAWA, on his way home from

Farlis to be appointed as Foreign Minister in the INUKAI Cabinet, visited
Moscow and called on Litvinov, the Feople's Commissar for Foreign Affairs,

on the 3lst of that month, accompanied by Mr. HIROTA, Koki, who was then the
Japanese Ambassador at Moscow. On that occasion, I was informed, Mr, Litvinov

suggested to Ambassador YOSHIZAVA the conclusion of a non-aggression pact.
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Mr. YOSHIZAWA arrived at Tokyo in January 1932, the following year,
and assumed the office of Foreign Minister., PBut the assassination of Premier
INUKAI on May 15, that year, caused the fall of the Cabinet and Mr. YOSHIZAWA
also resigned from his post, During the period when Mr. YOSHIZAVA was Forelgn
Minister, so far as I know, no further approach was made by the Soviet Covern-
ment to Ambassador HIROTA with reference to the said problem.,

(3) In his interview with Ambassador HIROTA in August 1932, ir.
KARAHAN, the Acting People's Commissar for Foreign Affazirs, while talking
about general problems between Japan and the Soviet Union, expressed the 1ln-

tention on the part of the Soviet Covernment to proceed with the negotiations

for a non-aggression pact, Ambassador HIRCTA, in reply, pointed out that

there were in Japan not a few people who held traditional opposition toward

such things as arbitration or non-aggression pacts no matter what country

might be the other party, laying stress upon the necessity of making ef forts

to prepare in advance the atmosphere and state of mind of the people, HC
further informed the Soviet Acting Commissar that he was to leave Russla f«.
his home country shortly, and promised him to convey the intention of the
Soviet Government to the Japanese Government, I came to know the above facts
through the telegraphic reports from the Japanese Embassy at Moscow addressed
to the Japanese Foreign Office., I was also informed of these facts by
Ambassador HIROTA in person after his arrival in Japan.

(4) Ambassador HIROTA arrived in Japan in October 1932, He con-
veyed to Foreign Minister UCHIDA the desire on the part of the Soviet Govern-
ment with reference to the conclusion of a non-aggression pact and urged the
negotiations for it, This I learned from a certain superior official in the

Foreign Office, Mr, HIROTA was placed on the walting list shortly after that,

and went, b0, the, SPENE TR, £ ERIPVs A FEE 8B R 1 fort O T O
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(5) On December 13, 1932, Foreign Minister UCHIDA sent a note to
Soviet Ambassador Troyanovsky to the effect that the Japanese Government con-
sidered that the time was not yet ripe for starting negotiations for the sug-
gested pact, and that it was believed to be desirable that both Covernmentis
should wait for a proper chanze, devoting themselves, for the time being,
to settling various questions pending between the two countries. To this
official note the Foreign Minister referred in his address made at the

Imperial Diet on January 21, 1933.

(6) The problem of the purchase of the East China Railway was for
the first time taken up by ihe Covernments of Japan and the Soviet Union, so
far as I know, in April 1932, when Ambassador Troyanovsky first suggested it
to Foreign Minister YCSHIZAWA., The Soviet Ambassador called on the Foreign
Minister to obtain the latter's understarding as to the commencement of private
negotiations for the seiliung of the said Railway, and then had conversations
with Mr. FUJIWARA, Ginjiro, several times, without achieving any concrete
result,

(7) In August 1932, Ambassador HIROTA, in an interview with Mr.
KARAHAN, the Acting People's Commissar for Foreign Affairs, mentioned in the
present deposition (3), suggested the purchase of the East China Railway, and
KARAHAN exvressed his consent to the suggestion. A few days after that, Mr.
(ARAHAN toli ‘he Japanese Ambassador, it is said, that a certain influential
Cabinet mru:r of the Soviet Government agreed to the selling of the caid
Railway as a matier of principle,

(3) At that time I was told by a certain superior official in the

Foreign Office that Ambassador HIROTA advised Forelgn Minister UCHIDA,

directly after his arrival in Japan, that the purchase of the East China

Railway should be urged in order to promote the Soviet-Japanese friendship

and to remove a potential source of friction.,
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(9) Cn May 2, 1933, Soviet People's Commissar for Foreign Affairs
Litvinov formally proposed to Ambassador OTA, who had succeeded Mr. HIROTA,
tc open negotiations for the selling of the East China Railway. The negotia-
tion was started, as a result, on June 27, that year, at Tokyo between the
delegations of the Soviet Union and Manchoukuo,

(10) The crucial point of the negotiation was the question of the
selling price of the Railway. The direct negotiations between the Soviet
and Manchoukuo delegsvions which dragged on for about one year were full of
difficulty, and they often came to a standstill. To state the general
progress of the negotiations, the Soviet side demanded, at the official
conference of the beginning of July 1933, to receive 250,000,000 gold rouble --
that is, about 625,200,000 yen in Japanese money according to what the Soviet
Governmert claimed to be the officially fixed exchange rate -- for the rail-

allowance for the Soviet employees of

the railwsyr company shovld be paved by the Manchoukuo Government., Whereas,

the Mancliculwo side proposed to pay 50,000.000 yen for the railwaye. After

that, the Soviet side proposed, at a comparatively earlier stage of th-
negotiatioas, to reduce the s<iling price by 50,000,000 rouble, Further, in
February 1724, it rroposed to fix the selling price of the railway as
200,02C,002 ven in Japanese money, On the other hand, the Manchoukuo side
pronosed o ra_se the purchase price hy 50,000,000 yen in April, that same
year., Auni o ouly 23, after many disputes, Foreign Minister HIROTA suggested
an interaed. zo7 plan that the selling price should be 120,000,000 yen and that

the retiring aliowance for the Soviet employees should be paid by the

Manchouiuo Government. The Manchoukuo side expressed its willingness to accept

the nlan, but the Soviet side rejected, showing its own counter-plan of
demanding 160,000,000 yen for the East China Railway. . 'n this way, the
negotiations between Manchoukuo and the Soviet Union were brought to a dead-

lock in August 1934,
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Hereupon, conversations were held successively between Foreign
iinister HIROTA in the capacity of an intermediatory and Ambassador Yurenev
of the Soviet Delegation, which progressed smoothly. And an agreement was
attained in outline between the two, at the end of the year, resulting in
the sisning, on March 23, 1935, of the Agreement concerning the East China
Railway be“ween Manchoukuo and the Soviet Unicn, which contéined stipulations
that the selling price of the railway should be fixed to be 140,000,000 yen
and that the retiring allowance for the Scviet employees, 30,000,000 yen,
should be payed by the Manchoukuo Government,

(11) The telegram referred to in the present deposition (3) and
the note of Foreign Minister UCHIDA sent to Ambassador Troyanovsky mentioned
in (5), having bcen lust in the fire during the war, are not found in the

files of the Jzpanese Forelgn Offlce now,

o

.

[
¥
- |‘_
¥
=1
X .

*of
T
B -

I-I r
& 8y

.

‘1-

15
L]
WLy

. B

¥
R

-
M

3

.-f".
-
L
o

T
| o
- #

*

I
[ .4

!. o
[ 3 - |
r-."
e

..‘ .
| ol

-
i A
5
e #

-

."I- =
Wr

LA
‘l' ¥

Y .

-

{

|

-

E

L
i

1 ¥

e

'y

N,

-l

b

-

rn" >

Cat

y

Iy g

>

II

ifl

N

HL

o N,
-‘:ilt'"‘r: » i

- i e -.w.- -t
o N F ,‘:;lt'- TR e

- - : A S A oty BT
- & =




Defense Document 246L

On this 22nd day of August, 1947, at Tokyo.

(Signed) KAMEYAMA, Kazuji (SEAL)

sworn to and subscribed before me on the above-mentioned date and

(Signed) MORISHIMA, Gero (SEAL)

Witness,

OATH
In accordance with my conscience I swear to tell the whole truth,

withholding nothing and adding nothing,

(Signed) KAMEYAMA, Kazuji (SEAL)
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The following cofrection whould be made on Affidavit of KAMEYAMA,

KBBUJ

Page ), Pasregraph 1, Line 4}

4dd "and from Novepber 1230 te Nax.2223"
after "Lron Fobrmarx.A%R2 e Jioreh J227°

and between "%,




