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SVIORIy DEPOSITION 9
DEPONENT: ISHIWATA, Sotero E

Having first duly sworn an oath es on eattached sheet and

in accordance with the procedure followed in my country I hereby F

depose as follows:

T, ISHIWATA, Sotaro, have the following career: §
May, 19lé, graduated from the English Law Department of the {
Imperial University. )

May, 1916, Joined the Finance Ministry.
July, 1918, Appointed Chief of & taxation office.,

July, 1921, Appointéd Secretary of the revenuse superintendent .
bureau, (first in Osake and latver in Tokyo). -

December, 1924, Appointed Secretary of the Finance Ministry,
- (attached to the Rlevenue Bureau)

Mey, 1931, Appointed Chief of the Netional Taxes Section of the §
Revenue Bureasu, Finance Ministry. "

~ June, 1934, Conourrently appointed Chief of the Private Secretarie%
Section. ‘

December, 1934, Appointed Director of the Revenue Bureau of the
Finance Ministry. |

March, 1936, Appointed Investigator of the Cabinet,

February, 1937, Appointed Director of the Revenue Bureau of the bt
| Finence Ministry. , 2

i June, 1937, Appointed Vice Minister of I'inance. f
%
{' Tenusry, 1939, Appointed Minister of Finence, (in the HIRANUMA b
\ Cabinet) . 3
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August, 1939, Resigned.

Tanuary, 1S40, Apuwcinted Chief Secretary of the Cabinet, (in the
YONAY Cabinst),

July, 12/C, Dlesigned.

~ Jeruary ., 1944, Appointed Minister of Finance (in the TOJU cabinet)
and remained in the cffice (in the KOISO Cabinet).,

'‘ebruary, 1945, Appointed State Minister and concurrently Chief
Seitretary of the Cabinet.
April, 16 5, Resigned,

Tune, 1945, Appointed Minister of the Imperial Household.

January, 1946, Resigned.

Mr. HOSHINO was & junior student at the Tokyo Imperial
University cne year behird me, After he entered the Finance
Ministry. he was my colilesgus in the Fevenue Bureau of the Ministry
as well sg in ths Osaks Zevznue Inspectlion Bureau for many years.

I was parficulerly wntinmsie wirth him so that even on his personal
affairs he scged uy advice withous reserve.

m dauang, 19?22, the Manchurian gcvernment asked the Finance
Ministry to seni the furmer & person avporopriate to assist its
Deparument of ¥iasuce 11 the exscucion of its affairs. Finence
Minister TANSHASHI thowzh®t it imperative that s man of excellent
ability shonld Fy @il means he sent, So after consulting
Mr., XURODA, did=2s, Vice-Miznis%ter of Finance and Mr. ONO, Ryuta,
Chief of the Frivate Serrcsiariate Section, he selected Mr. HOSHINO,
Hence it may be said tnat the nomination of Mr. HOSEINO was
origineted rrom the intentioa of the Finance Ministry suthorities.,
Vr. HOSHINO. when epprecched by Mr. ONO in this regard, howaver,
strongly reizctied this oXfexr bavsuse of the illness of his
father (HOSHIYO, Xcie, = well-:mown Christian minister in Japaen)
and of scme ouvasr femily cirecumstances, In accordance with the
reyuest of CTihlsd OO of ths Frivete Seoretariat Section to urge
Mr, HOSHOT) %3 screvt kig new posti, I called at Lir. HOSEINO's
residence aan, haying 3n inharview with some members of his family
as well as rim, T nercuaded L'm to tuke the government offer.,

At last Mr. AGOHINO made up 2is mind to accept the offer. In July
he resigned his post in the Finanze Ministry, and went over to
Manchukuo to enter the 2ivil service of the Manchukuo government.,

Through my official negotistions with Mr. HOSKINO, which
were carried on in the Finance Ministry and according to my
experience during my trip to Menchukuo, I knew that Mr. HCSHINO,
after taking his post in the Menchukuo government, had whole
hearvedly exerted himself to promote the welfars of the people of
Menohukuc. As far es I can remember, whenever he regarded any
Jaepenese policy towerd Menchukuo as adverse to the interests of
the peopie of Manchukuo, he did everything in his power to prevent
it from being cerried out. At one time he persistently lnsisted
thet, in the interests of the people of lanchukuo, Japan relinquish
spacial rights and interests she had enjoyed so far., In order to
realize his projected plen, he freqguently visited tha Finencse
Ministry, presenting meny & demand to it. In 1935, for exampla, he
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sharply oriticized controversial issues, such &s the raising of
teriffs on agricultural products of Maenchukuo and the prohibltion
of the impozintion of gvnles produced in Menchukuo, and urged the
Finance “iwnlzzry 5o bring the issues to a conclusion as it saw fit.
In &d4dinicn, ne shrosssd the necessity of relinguishing extra=
territorisi rights snd tha sxecutive powsrs vested in the rallway
son@ authorisiss. A% one time he visited tho Finance Ministry and
innis4ed that, in the event of thse relinquishment of these, the
Jepape se jastellations be transferred to Menciukuo at prices as
chrap as voasible end especiully public facilities be transferrsd
Wi thout c-apenzavicn. Such en attitude as his led some persons

to critivnize him as layinm too nmuch stress on the interests of
Menchukun 8% the &xpense of those of Japan.,

ci- |n Id 'y 4

T do not know well the circumstences under which Mr. HOSHINO
took part in the Zecond XONUYE Cabinet. However, immediately. after
the genersl resigra*icn of the YONAT Cabinet took placs, Prince
KONOYE reng me up, 8sking Tor my opinicn as to the advisabllity of
appointing Mr. HOSHINOD as Director ci the Cabinet Plsnning Board.
In reply to i5, I said that I considered him to be fit for the post
in view of nis practical experience in that line of business,

/s8/ ISHIVIATA, Sotaro
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In accordance with my conscience I sweer to tell the

+
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whole truth withholding nothing end. adding nothing.

‘/s/ ISHIWATA, Sotaro (seal)
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