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First Paragraph - Delete "et, present I am the Chief of

Investigation Burezu of ithe yinlstry of Home Affoirs.™
Seaond. Paregraph -~ Insert "Chief of Investigation Bureau of
the KMinistry of Hoﬁe Affairs" between "HIGASIIBEUNI" and "etc. ™

Second Peragreph - Delete "end at the "homent I em holding

my present post",
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DEPONENT: TAK,MURL, Stkahiko

I, T.KdUR., Sckehiko, moke ooth ond say es follows:

At presont I am the Chief of Invasti5ation Burcau of
the Ministry of Home Affairs,

- In 1940 I wos eppointed Secretary to the Prims Minister
for the Second KONOYE Cabinst, £nd sincc then I hsve held
the following posts successively: Socrotery to the Prime
Minister for the Third KXONOYE Cabinot, the Chief nf the
Police Department of Ehine Prefeoture, the Chisf of the
Police Bureeu of Oscka Prefecture, Inveatigntor of the
MNinistry of Home iffsirs, Sccretary to Princc KONOYE,
Minister without portfolio of the Cubincet of Prince
HIGASHIKUNI, otc., and nt tho moment I am helding my present

post.
For over £ decade I have known intinntely Gensral LRaKI

- and thus visited him occasionally to request his asdvize.

The reason that I 'sought cdvice from the General wes
bactuse hu attuches grect importznce to morals and not
only emphaticclly ndvocctes that our poople should z2ndecvor
to follow the becnevolent spirit of His Mc jesty but he un-
coasingly practiced this himself.

The Gonoralt's thought waes clweys justly humeniterian
and poceeful. Unlike o militery mcn, the Genorsl disliked
wor &nd seid thet to invite occesions susch as fighting for
tho scko of politicol expediency should atsolutely ba
avoided. Iven when wo croc attccked by snother country und
obligad to deféend ourselises, the offort should be made to
confina the damcges of war to the winimum. He smphesized
the fact that to dreg wowmun wnc children os well as clvi-
licns intn & war of disaster or to c2rry on the war by
suc¢h cruel methods as the usc of poison gas or bactaria

sheculd ebsolutely be svoidad.

In the summer of 1937, soon after the occurenza of the
Nomonhan Incident, when I c&lled on Generel sARAKI at his
hoae, he spoke much as to the effect thet a2 war is of grast
nationel importcnce 2nd thet the &rmy should not be mobili-
zoed for it hestily. He spokc of its tregedy and scid, "It
is mnsf rug 'ctablae that recently therce is o tondency to
thirk aandlc war simply und lightly emong & group of
yours FDJd 3. I% would be a raduumlng feature in a tregle

. OFLE ir if th.e InzZdeat holns to uwokex= them to the facts

of" the disastur .7 wer 2o Snuse way.'" I listenzad to it and
was greetly impresse. by 1iv.
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It wes not myself elonc¢ but there wore meny officiels
of the Ministry of ,Home Affairs who werc snlightened by
General ARALKI who hes comprchonded the soul of Bushido
which inspires morals c¢nd a noble spirit. Those who have
boen' ‘enlightencd by him such s I have come to hold the
idoss which were for the most psrt bpposed to the expension
of the China Incident, to the Tripartito Pect, 2nd to the
Fescistic politiccl perty or the one-perty system, ¢nd wora
opposed to waging wer against the United States eand Great
Britein. Since the outbresk of the Pscific VWer, especlally
conzerning the policy of propagsnde, he was criticel from
the morel standpoint :nd et times assumcd the attitude of
opposition. . '

In 1940 when I was the Chief of the Police Department
of Bhinmc Prefecture, &8 group of young men 8t that time
hed likenesses of President Rooscvelt end Premiser Churchill
drewn up #nd hed thom pestod on straw dolls end they planned
to heve the pessorsby strike at them with bamboo speers in
order to roise eo.fecling of hostility emong the people. 1.
beceusc of ny tdvocasy of 4RAKI's principles, admonished and
ordered them to suspond such ection. 4sgein there wes a
ledy who scid "How pitiuble", et ths sight of the prisonsrs
of wer, snd she wes -widely criticized for it but we glso
said et thet time thet it wes only naturtl sympethy eccord-
ing to Bushido or Jepcnese chivelry, end thet it is rather
absurd to atteck such cn ettitude, and thus I utterod my
bolief st the gotherings of subordinetes consisting of
departmont chlefs, etc. .-

In Novemboer 1941 when Colonel A4KulLTSU was Socretsory
to the Primc Minister (dr. ALKAMNLTSU end I beceme ceguainted
when I was serving as Secretery to Prince 1LONOYE, end es-
pocislly when the T0JO Cabinet cpprozched mo to continue
in my post es Sceretary but I refused the offsr, I endea-
vorad to heve him fulfill hie mission to Jipen by requesting
him to send to Prime Minister TOJO a long letter including
g8 q'-tetion, a perecgraph from the Biography of ITO, Hakubun.
It concerncd tho historical fost of Zmperor Meiji, who
lovaed peece rnd menifested much concern ovar tho beginning
of the Russo-Jopinosc war.

Such attitude, £s mcntionod acbove, in every cese wes
groctly influocnced by Genernl L4AR.LKI's principles.

Thus thc spirit of Jupan ¢nd the spirit of Bushido
as cntortcined by Gonersl uRoKI were absnlute pecifism and
thet which highly velues morselity. The Genercl disliked
war a2nd scid on meny occeésions the he wes opposed to the
expcnsion of the Sino-Jtponese Incident «nd the storting
of the war dgeinst the United Stetes c¢nd Greet Britain.
Neither did hc give zonsent to the Tripertite Pect aés it
mcant stimnleting the denger of sush £ wer and those of us
who frcquently listonced to his spesches and were enllgh-
tened by him, viewecd the conditions and thought thaet the
situetion was, cnd is at present most regrettcble.

. In lMay 1942 (thc 17th Year of Showa) when I was scrving
as the Chief of the Police Department of Thime Prefecture,
we raoguestced the Generel to give ¢ lecture to the entire
body of officitls of tho prefecturel and municipal offices
under the suspicies of the governor. The propagenda policy,
et2. of the government as to moreslity et that time appesred
quostioirable end so we espuciuclly regucested his sdvice con-
cerning the cxcellent opinions-of the Genercl recgerding the
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morally correct views of the situetion end cs to thoe diree-
tion in which the psople should follow morally.
The contents of the Genercl's lecture criticized the
situetion emphatically ond urged the self-cxplanation n
of the people by saying that "The Jepenesc peopls, regasrd- :
loss of whether ono is porticipsting in war or not should
at all times koep in mind His lisjesty's benevolent virtue
| and endeavor never to act egainst the Imporiasl will, Ir
| the situstion recmoins &s it is at the precent, one worry
| is added to each victory." Local goverannent and.munioiyal
officiels who hcd nevér oreviouvsly heerd the General's
A spoeches were decply imprcssad gnd becanz fully aware of
! the Generalts ideas of morality, bencvolance, &nd sven
( though I include pecifism I shcll clso say patriotism.
l
f- — TLKIMURA, Sakahiko i
; Subscribed cnd sworn to before the under-signed f
:T officor by thu above-nemed TAKAMURA, Sekahiko, at the ler ;ﬁ ;
E Ministry Building, Tokyo, Jepen, on this day of i; '
f August 1947, | ' g
; v’ f
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