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STALIN
Rjchard E Lauterbach

On Dec, 21 Joseph Stalin was 65 years old, The
Russians realize that Stalin is not getting any younger,
But they almost never discuss the possibility of his deat}i,
Once while having a late supper at the home of a young
partisan in Moscow, I broached the subject by asking,
“Who will succéed‘ Staliny” ' '

The reactign of this family, which had what we would
call a +middle-class” background, is an interesting in-
dication of the attitudes of" dif £ erent generations, The
mother, a prefty but unsuccessful actress in her early
40s, replied in a tone of contempt, “He’s a_Georgian.' "He
will never die, They live forever” o

The aged, toothless grandmother, intensely, religious
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end nationalistic, quickly crossed - herself and mumbled,
“May God will it]” Her grandson a partisan recuperating
from a serious shoulder wound, glare:d at his mother and’
then said, matter-of-factly, %I suppose the mamn, Stalin,
may have to die someday, But Stalin, the ideal, is ours
now forever,” ‘

Three and a half years of what Stalin termed the
“Great Patriotic War” has effectivly united, as never
before Soviet Peoples,

Even the acting, patriarch of the Russian _Churcli
recently addressed Stalin as ‘‘our dear supreme  leader
whom Gb’d has sent wus)” Te‘ns‘ ,of millions of devout
,worshipers are couvinced that the moﬂ;erland has again
been saved from distruction, as in the time of Napoleon
and other invaders, by the emergence of a potent and sage
leader who is able to unite the masses and vanquish the
foe, Today Russians can no more imagine the Soviet
Union without Stalin than Americans can imagine the U.S,
without its constitution, They hhvé, built a legend around
Stalin_

In it Stalin, the symbol or ideal, and Stalin, the man,
are fused, His accomplishments, real and legendary,
would make him a- combination of Touif Pair‘le,r Horace
Menn, Henry Kaiser and Jim  Harley rolled tog@tﬁer with
.Clifton Fadiman, George wé.éhingtpn, Henry Walla:éeﬁnd'

—_ 4 —



FEFEAE 0 W O DB UHERTE o ] B BT—
— AR T WASTIRIRAF T 0 W B BR H —— Ml 25 Y 180

S e A AN [k BERE ) LERAR
R BO S EAS o

A A B K RS AACT BRI W 5100 5 1) SR HY LK 1
TR IR SR o 4 TR BT Btk » BRI A A
S SEEAERA S » FE AT A o
R A A T A T — SR o

fEEENRE » BiEHEMAR S IRRmE B EmAE
Ak o sty BRI AERM B UL T 2 » SHIS
YU » R » ARIKE » BRI » LR » HURMIRA

— 5 —



Paul Runyan, In his latest official biography Stalin is
hailed for achievements covering the fields of agriculture,
education, military affairs, canal building, polar explora-
ti§11 and even the editing of Rules for Collective Farms,
He is also referred to as the author of the 1936 Constitu-.
tion, - A prominent Party leader once frankly admitted
that «It is not casy to grasp the figure of Stalin in all
its gigantic proportions,” te stated that, in fact, “there
has been no major development in our labors, no innova—
tion, slogéul or trend of policy of any importance of which
‘Comrade Stalin was not the author”

There is' the legend of Stalin’s wonderful storehouse of
knowledge, both classical and pra;cticai;‘,‘ His speaches and
his conversations are often studded \%rifhv allusions to Greek
mythology, to Aristotle, Plato, Hegel, Nietzsche an the
Bible as well as. Marx, lmgels, Lenin and Stalin, He is
familiar with all the great Slav writers and supp0>edly
knows more about Shakespeare, Dickens and Fenimore
Cooper than an Oxford dean,

The Russians -think of S"talin.’s ‘knowledge of » politics,
mqn; machines and even f oreign indust;'ial capacities as
equally incalculable, ~And, in f act, he does aﬁpear to be
extraordinarily well informed, ILast summer he argued with
iric Johnston, president of the U,S, Chamber of Com-

merce, about America’s top prewar production of automobiles,
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The persuasive Johnston convinced Stalin {o accept his e_stimaté.
But later Johnston found out that the figure he gave was
right, Johnston willingly admitted that -¢“Stalin ‘knows
American production figures better thah 909, of American.
businessmen,”’

He has the knack of pushing everything aside, how-
ever briefly, and concentrating on a new problem uatil it
is solved, The Russians will tell you that when Sergei lliu-
shin was constructing his famous Stormovik plane, Stalin
cleared all other work from his desk until he mastered
the details of this ship, Then he made an important sug-
gestion which simplified the construction and considerably
reduced the building time, It is said that when Chkalov
proposed his transpolar trip to America,~ Stalin was con-
sulted on the type of plane, ~And when Papanin prepared
his North Pole éﬁ{pe_ditiqn, Stalin became an expert on
Arctic meteorology and personally directed the efforts to
rescue the group stranded on an ice floe,

On the rare occasions. when Stalin doesn’t get his own
way, he can supposedly accept the verdict with good
grace, Last summer he had a series of conferences with
_plane designers on increasixig the range of Soviet airéflii)s,
‘Semyon Lavochkin, designer of the LAGG fighter, repor—
ted in Pravda that he listened to Stalin’s ideas. for some

{ime and then told the Marshal that he could not increase
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the range of the LAGG, “You don’t want to accept my
changes for your plane?” asked Stalin, Iavochkin replied,
“I can’t, Comrade Stalin,” Stalin turned his back and
consulted with other engineers for a few minutes, Then
he turned to Lavochkin again and asked, .“So. we’ll drop
the matter there,” ‘The Russians consider this an-amazing
demonstration ‘o‘f/ Stalin’s goodness, .

In military matters also Stalin has displayed an im-
pressive fund of information, including some familiarity
with U,S, military campaigns from Valley Forge to Vicks-
burg and St, Mihiel, This virtuosity dovetails nicely with
the legend of Stalin as successor to Alexander Nevsky,
Peter the Great, Suvorov and other pre~Revolutionary
Russian military heroes, Soviet histories emphasize Stalin’s.
role in the 1917 Revolution and the civil war which fol-
lowed, In his book, .Marshal Voroshilov gives Stalin com-
plete credit as organizer and builder of the Red Army,
The story is that Stalin saved Tsaritsyn (Stalingrad)
during the civil war and then went from front to front
reorganizing - the Red Army‘ and'winning battles against
superhuman 6&ds, This aspect of the Stalin legend has
been refurnished with dozens of anecdotes from the present
war, For instance, on Nov, 25, during the first winter
of ‘the war, advance units of Guderian’s tank forces had

penetrated Moscow’s outskirts, That night General, now
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Marshal, Rokossovsky, was fighting a losing battle on
the road northwest of the capital, The: phone raug in his

dugout, Amid the roar of ca.nnonf ire he heard a calm

...... Ctalin G \V]mf’c the

‘.'Oic:‘:, “Govorit Wean, |, ooia
situation?” Rokossovsky explained in detail, Then the
quiet voice of Stalin said,
you, That’s all,” Soon after that powerful reserves which
had beerf training in the woods behind Moscow were rushed

up, The German offensive was checked and then smashed,

The average Russian knows far less about Stalin,
personaily, than the average Ainerican, = Muscovites have
seen Stalin perhaps a half "dozen times during his public
appearances on Red Square for hoh'da.ys, - They have seen
his picture in the newspaper, his portraits in every
public building and office, his statue in every park, The
people can tell you .Stalin’s approximate age, that he is
quite short (5 ft,, 5 in D heavy (about 160 Ib,), that
his shoulders are not very broad but that his unif orm
makes them look that way; that his head and -mustache
are large -and that he has a sallow, pocked complexion,
They would not know that his lower teeth are rotten
or that his uppers are black and brown, They know
he smokes a pipe, but not that he prefers Idgeworth
tobacco,

Most Russians know that Stalin has been nmp‘ied
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‘twice and some recall that he has thre_:e children, They
know very little more than that about his famipy life.
The kind of facts that people know are that Stalin has
iled ezght, times, exiled to Siberia scven times,
escaped six times; that his parents were poor (reorgian
peasants; that he was an only son and “was educaied
for the priesthood, They will tell you that while Lenin
lived abroad and planned and plotted the Revolqtion,
Stalin stayed at home and lived the Revolution in every.
detail from printing newspapers to committing acts of
otage, Lhe Russian legend  pictures him as a mod
man, but there are no signs  that he discourages the
rabbit-like reproduction of big and little monuments in
his name, The things in Stalin’s name are legion; great
parks, great factories, great railroads and at least f ive
great cities ( Stalingrad, Stalinabad, Stalino, Stalinsk
and Stalinagorsk), :.]'Zach “musical season includes the
premiere of some new oratorio like the Ode to Stalin,
Last summer‘ in the midst of a tremendous Red Army
off ensive, Pravda devoted one of its four pages to a poem
from a North Caucasian in praise of - Stalin, Sovlet poets
are constantly trying to get him down on paper in the
measured -pentameter of 125 different languages, . ~The
verse offerings vary in quality, but -these lines by a
.Kazakh admirer are typical of .the sentiments expressed
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in them all:
He is the strength of the poor,
He took unto himself the tears of. the ages,

to hnnep]f the inx’ of the ages,

He took into himself the wisdom of the ages,
> took into himself the stréngth of the ages;

He, like the morning, stands over-the v orld,

The average Moscovite knows - that Stalin lives in the
Kremlin, which is not a bulldmg but a high-walled for-
tress.. containing about 40 buildings—palaces, churches,
museums b:u‘rac'ks, gardens, meeiing batis  and  oificcs,
Stalin pref ers to sleep at his dacha which is a 40-minute
drive from the\ Kremlin, This house once belonged to a
millionaire gold-mine owner, It stands near the Moscow
River and is surrounded by a red brick wall and N.K.V.D,
sentries, Stalin’s closest neighbor is his friend and fellow-
Georgian, ) La.vrent)f Beria, chief of the N.,KV.D, or
internal police,

Behind&the gray walls of the Kremlin and the red
walls. of the dacha, Stalin’s‘_‘ activities are a mystery to
the a\}eraée Russian, All he sees or hears about are the
results of t‘hese activities, Stalin rises at about 11 in the
morning and after a light snack is driven in his big,
black, bulletproof Zis to Red Army staff headquarters,
He sits up front with the driver (a Red Army captain),
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Then he takes one of the f olding jﬁmp scaﬁs, This custom
is followed by so many Soviet big shots that Russians call
the seats “politburos,” Stalin spends a few hours studying

. .
ioced  from the vari ious fronts than onas 0 hig
ieea . irem IR var rontis, then gees 0 AL

own office in the Kremlin, This large room, \Vlth its
familiar portraits of Maix, Ingels, Lenin, and Stalin, has
had some recent. additions to its decor, When Stalin be-
came a marshal in 1943, paintings of Alexander Nevsky, .
Czarist Marshals Suvorov and Kutuzbv were added :;md‘

last October U.,S, Amb'zssador Harriman presented Stalin
i elano Resseveit_

-Stalin keeps a staff of secretaries busy taking_ dictation
and:making out réport‘s About three or four in the after—
noon he .lunches at his desk often alone, Iixcept for an
occasional glass of cold tea this lasts hun until 10 or 11 at
night when he'ha.s,sup_per in his Kremlin apartment, This,
meal takes fr;'om'.one to three hours, and over. it he dis—
cusses party, governmental and military problems. with
members of the party’s politburo or the General Staff or

~ both, *Stalin eats hear tlly and “drinks modera.tely' although

at large state banquets he - has beengknown to down- as
many as 30 stakanchiki of vodka without any apparent
effects except increased jollity,

No members of Stalin’s immediate family have: lived

with him in the Kremlin for years, His first wif e, the
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mothier of his eldest son, Jacob, died in.1917 of pneumonia,
In 1919 he married 17-year-old Nadya Alliluieva, Nadya
died on Nov, 8, 1932, Although the 'I‘rotskylsts spread
rumors that she had been poisoned, actually - she died of
V p_e'ritonrit"is, She had two children, V 355in and Svetlana,
Despite pains from an appendicitis attack, she was afraid
to disturb her husband and tell him, lBy the time an .ap—
pendectomy was perf orrned it was too’Ia.te "Nadya was
burled in "the cemetery of the: Convent of the New Vingins
in Moscow, This convent is now the theological school of
the Rnssign Orthodox (,hurcn_

The oldest son, Jacob, who has always used his father’s
family name, Djugashvili, was backward ‘in school, -After
‘a period at a technical institute he became an_engineer’s
assis'té.nt,- Supposedly not in his father’s favor, Jacob was
working in the Soviet ¥ast when the war broke out, -le
volunteered the Red Army and wz;s captured by the
Germ'a.ns in Inly 1941, The Nazrs have attempted to
utilize him for prOpaganda purposes, but accordmg to
underground reports Jacob has’ remamed loyal to f ather and
fatherland,

While the tall, dark Jacob is said to look like his
mother, his half~- brothe1, Va.ssﬂy, resemblea his father,
Before the war hg had a reputdnou as a ladies’ man and

a hea.vy drinker, but he is married.now and has made
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Stalin twice a grandfather,, He is small “and handsome
with a_swarthy. complean, black .hair and a long nose,
At school he was considered bright,© An air-force colonel
now, he commanded a fighter squadron which distinguished
itself continually in the Byelorussian canibaign,

The youngest Stalin offspring, Svetlana, is more fair
than her brothers and also more diligent, A close friend
of Molotov’s daughter, she is an active member of t,h.e
Young Commumsts and a good hnqulst After passing -
e}.trexne]y stif f 'competttwe examinations, she was admittéd
to the new Intema.tlonal Relations school at the First
Moscow University Iast fall, when she enrolled, next to
the space left for «F ATHLR’S TRADE” on the prmted
a.pphcatxon, Svetlana. wrote, “Professmnal revolut1011ary »

Although it has never been officially verif 1ed, announced
or denied, Russmns think Stalin "is married for the third
time, IHis wife is' Rosa, ‘younger sister ‘of Lazar
Kagamovxteh, builder of the Moscow subway and now Com-
missar of Raxlwayb Rosa has never appeared in pubhc
with Sta.lm, but it is said tha.t he is devoted .to her and
telephones hex every night at m1dmght from his offlce
He rarely finishes work until three or four in the morning,
But since he has averaged not more than five hours sleep
a day since the war’s start, he still manages to spend a

few hours with Rosa;
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Stalin’s closest .friends and associates these days are
Mlolotov, Mikoyan, Voroshilov, Malenkov, Andreyev, Zhukey
and Golikov, Golikov has been Stalin’s - personal aide-de-
camp in his role as aﬁpmme commanderrin—chief, He is'44,
egg-bald, stocky, a graduate of Frunze Academy w1th a
first-hand knowledge of Russna.s allies, In the summer of
1941 he was sent to the U.S, and Ingland for military

staf f talks and conf erences on supphes

Molotov and 'V[ll«ioyan are closely consylted on their
_specialties, fbreign relations and foreign trade, Marshal
Voroshiloy, who now’ has more I)elitical than military
significance, is a very close personal friend, Marshal
Zhukov 1s considered_the real brains of the Yeneral Staff,
aside from Stalin, Fe is the personal lmk between Stalin
and ‘the armies at the front; Georgny \Ialenkov, 43, is
btahn’> former prnvate secretary, e and Andrey Andreyev,
49, are two of the thrée alternates whom Stalin has
trained _m,};ls role as general Secretary of the party; The
third alternate is cilubby, handsome -Andrey Zhdanov, 48,
‘who' is, secretary of the Lenix}graid party, president Qf
the Russian - Republic (iargest of 'the 16 republics- in the
- Soviet Union ) zi_nd a ‘colonel general:in t}ie_‘Red Army, It
was he who concluded the armistice” with ’Finla'nd last
fall and who is now responsible for mal_{ing sure that the

terms are satisf aetorily carried out,  Of ‘the_‘th'ree alfema__tes,
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Zhdanov is the heir apparent, . If “any one man should
succeed to Stalin’s m1htary-govemmenta1~party leadership,
Zhdanov would be the man,
' Zhdanov is built like Stalin, has a. mustache like
Stalin’s, acts like Staiin in public, The son of a priest, he
is well educated, cultured extremely serious and an
inspiring mass spea.ker He fought in the first World
War, became a Belshevik durmg the Revolution, but only
achieved important’ stature in the party in the last 10
years, Zhdanov has been the -most caref ully guarded, the
most inaccessible man jh._éxll- Russia, Last' summer the.only
.request of Eric Johnston’s which was denied was his wish
to see Zhdanov, A

Two other Akey jobs haye ;‘ead_ied Zhdanov for dealing
.withgﬁiture -problems a:t home and abi‘éad_ 11e was at
one time the cjx_ief of t]le' party’s Propaganda Bureau and
for '111:1113;' years served ‘as phairma.n of -the. Supreme
‘Soviep’s .Cominittee on Foréign Af fall'o He was so
suciesshg in" this latter post that a prominent  British
statesman  reported that Zhdanov is  the ar chitect of
Russia.ii«f'{)'l‘eigh_pol,icy'\v'hile‘v Molotov is only the builder "
During _the " -pire_s'eut war no political leader excepting
Stalin has gained more military kudos than Zhdanov,
1*;0% he is credited with organizing and directing the

defense of ‘Leningrad against the 29-month German. a}'ld
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Finnish siege,

If - Stalin should die before the war’s conclusion,
however, the ’feins‘ would be taken over not by Zhdanov
but by the State Defense Committee which includes (aside’
f rom S‘talm) Molotov. Bulganin, Mikoyan, ~Malenkov,
Beria, Kaganovitch and. Voznesensky, Then after the war,
unless Zhdanov assumes the entire burden,~the Stalin’s part
might . be divided up among three lesser - actors—Zhukov
(military ), Molotov (govemmeut) and Zhdanov (Party),

AV a2
r_\,; e Iné war it is conside

retire ‘as premjer in -favor: of Molotov and keep.only one

rod prnhahln H\nf Stalin will

job, that of party.secretary, " Aithough his health is good,
" he is feeling the striin of running the world’s Biggest army,
the worl_d’s higgest country and the world’s strongest single
party, Often now the words “If I live,, » créep' into his
conversations,

He likes chess, skittles, movies and piano music, In his
‘youth hé hked to ride and shoot, but he hasn’t done exther
for |years, IIls artnstm tastes are .snmple, almost conven-
tional, “when he listens to mus1c he pref ers folk songs or
the great classics of Russgan_opera spch as Glinka’s A Life
for the Czar or Borodin’s Prince Igor,

Yor a bﬁsy man Stalin manages to put his fingers
into an. incredible number of Moscow’s intellectual - pies,

When he’ expresses displeasure ‘with some creative work, -
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howevel, it 'does not always mean that the offending
artlsts are “liquidated” or- even shoved into. obscurity,
He walked out on Shostakovitch’s opera s attempt,
“L.ady Macbeth from MzenSk.” because the music was too
difficult and unimelodious——andbesides he didn’t care for
the story,

Stalin reads a lot, although he hasn’t as much time
for it as before the war, He has a habit of telephoning
neople 'in the "middle of the night to express his opinion
on their books, when Ilya Ehrenburg was ‘writing The
7 of ¥rance, The first half of the novel had been sent
to Stalin by the author, A few days fater Stalin called
I*,hrenburg at the Moskva Hotel and said he liked the
hook but hoped “you will bear down harder on the Germans
in the second half ,’5; Stalin made no comment, Ehrenburg
recéived the Stalin prize for this novel,

Stalin himself is the world’s best-selling author, His
Leninism has been printed in" every lahguage, and the
sales within the USSR, alone are close to 3,000,000
c_op.ies. Shortly after the war, his bboklet “on the Gréa!.!:
Patriotic War of the Soviet Union” was published, Wi'th}n

-a few days 5,500,000 copies were bought, ~A fourth edi-
tion is now being printed, bringing the total to 15,000,
000,

Although | his literary style is textbook dry, Stalin
— 30 —
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occaslonally has a Sardonic flare, The world first heard
about Stalin’s crisp, edggd retorts as a result of the
long interview which he granted .G Wells many yga?;
ago, When asked if he was going to change the gvorld,
Stalin replied, “Not very ’much,”

When the present Finnish premier, Paasikivi, visited
Moscow in 1939 on a mission to. learn Rt;ss?a’s terms for
a peaceful settlement with ¥inland, he was gravely agitated
after Stalin had named the conditions, Said Paasikivi, with
a worried frown, “If we brpug]lf back to Heisinki such
terms as-these, there would be no crowds'-in the streets to
sing and cheer for us as there ,were when we left to come
to Moécow,” Stalin snapped back, “Don’t -worry about that

Molotov, Zhdanov and I will come to sing and cheer

for you,”

Stalin has talked to no reporters since 1941, but he
lmsi’lﬁe_t many -times more British and  Americans during—
the war than he» did in his previous 62 years,- Although
corrééponden_ts are thus far.excluded from Stalin inter—
- viéws they fill his specfal .mailbox at the kremlin with a
weekly délugé of letters,” Once<in a while Stalin will use
‘one as an excuse for clarif ying some important point of
Soviet policy, |

Correspondents now. get their stories about Stalin by

intefviewing his constant stream of important visitors,
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Last August the Iondon Poles sent a delegation to Moscow
headed by ex-Premier Mikolajczyk, One of the group was
Professor Grabski,. the man who drew up the Treaty of
Riga which Stalin has many- timés deuoutic_ed, During the
discussions at the Kremlin, Grabski moved 4ov€;:r and sat
next to Stalin, e began pounding the table and shoutimg
about Poland’s claims to Vilna and Lwow, Stalin said very
‘.Iittle and some of the delegates felt that old Grabski had
queercd, the act with his violel@ce;., But when they left
Stalin shook Grabski’s hand and said with a broad grin, “You
know, you're \;ery good In'opagandist, I enjoyed it.”

Stalin speaks and reads no other language but Geor-
gian and Russian although he is at homé .in many of the
Soviet Union’s offshoot languages, In 19134 he begah to
learn English, But he soon gave~it up, deciding “he was
too -old, “And besides,”” he told a friend, “I can under-
stand: the AMickey Mouse movies without English,” e does
know a few \vf;r(ls, and on one occasion he surprised some
British and Amencan guests after a Kremlin - banquet .
by saymg in I',nghsh, 4The lavoratory is on the left,
friends !

Stalin likes to say unexpected things to his visitors,
At Teheran Roosevelt and Churchill were having a chat,
waiting {for Stalm I‘unmg his entrance like Barrymore,

he stepped ququly into the room and in a deep, guttural.
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¥nglish pronounced a sentence he had carefully leamed »
“What the hell’s going on here anyhow?”

Foreign diplomats say Stalin consistently battles.
against red tape and bungling, He makes such éuick
decisions himself -that he cannot understand why others.
act so slowly, He has little sympathy with stupidity in
any form,

Yor years Stalin has impressed uponi government and
pariy leadcrs the necessiiy of studying. American methods,
not only in industry but in office routine, Since long before
the war, admiration for the U.S, has been onc of Sta talin’s
strong traits, Years ago he characterized the essence of
Leninism as a “combination of Rnussian “revolutionary zeal
with the practical American spirit? During the war this
admiration for' America has grown tremendously a.mong all
sections of the people,

Another train of Stalin’s, a stubborn one, is his
infer_xse ,haé‘red of Russia’s backwardness, ‘This- ha.h‘ed
drove him to push through colleetivization of farms at
any ~ cost, to build up . the' morale, " to . promote the
~ Stakhanovite speed-up movement, to make I;eace with
Hitler or enough time to plan and build for the war he
knew was coming, ~’Always Stalin has wanted his country
to get over-its easy—going' ways, He kept reminding the
people that “to slacken the tempo means to fall behinds
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. And the backward are always beaten,”

When he lashed home this thesis, he would cenclude
by waming that the attitude of the outside world toward
the Soviet Union would be: “You are backward, you are
weak, so you are wrong, llence you can be beaten and
enslaved,, You are powerful, so you are right, hence we
- must look out for you,”

Some -foreigners combarc Stalin to Adolf Hiter, when
Stalin read such comparisons in the American press during the
Nazi Saviet pact; he was furious, H(; told a British
diplomat, “Russia has no intention whatsoever of expanding
imto Centiral Lurope or W’ésten‘;‘ Kurope, , . Those who
think I would ever embark on the ~adventurous path of
conquest , blatant]y underestimate .my sense of realities,
People who make analogies between Ilitler and myaelf show
they know nothing about politics,”

Many people who knoew things about politics are now
“sayiug that 'Stalin is too old to - be intércsted in blotting*
and carrymg through a world revolution, He wants peace,
At 65 he beliéves that he can make ]11° greatest contribu—
tion to the workers of the world by establishing socialism
in one country, by raising the economic level of the masses-

_in Russia to new highs, by setting up the Soviet Umon as-

the shining example for others to follow if they Wlsh_

to follow,
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Stalin may well be satisfied to go down in
the man who helped drive Russia out of her i;ackwardﬁ&sé, _
as the man who solved the national and minofity
as the only ruler of Russia who ever ‘defeated his nation’s
enemies in the west and in the east, He can die happy
knowing that he has lived to see the fulfilment of  this
poem which he wrote about his country when he only
16:

“Know that the one who fell like ashes to the ground,

L3¢ NN P
Wihio 1 10o1g &g0 beoame 3"""‘""",

Will rise more hlgh than these great crags
Winged with brilliant hope,”
(From: Life, Jan, 1, 1945)
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Richard E, I.auterbach

Whatever happens in the next few . weeks, Marshal
Zhukov will go down in history. as one of the greatest
gexierals of world war II, Curreﬁtly field commander of
the Red Army’s elite troops in the center of the Eastern
Front, he is evidently Stalin’s choice as conqueror of Berlin
and 'perhaps -as the chief Russian in the ’futur_e Allied
government of Germany, His record of military~achievement
is without parallel in modern war,

No sii1glé .counterpart .for Zhukov can be found in
either the -Allied or Axis amﬁies, His role can best
be comprehended if one imagines an individual of ficer
simultaneously ~holding  the resﬁdnsibility of General

Marshall, General Eisenhower and General Bradly, For
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the last four years he has shuttled between the Kremlin
and every battlefieid of the Russian. front, alternately
planning grand strategy and commanding individual armies
aud groups of armies in the front lines, In his caﬁacity
as deputy to the supreme comander—in—chief he .is
second only to Stalin as the Soviet Union’s guiding
military star, As a staff officer he has proved himself
cunning, imaginative and prophetic, As a field genen'"al

he has been audacious, impertubable and to date

Zhukov’s most dramatic. performances heretofore have
been in his recurrent role as Russia’s Horatius-at-the-
Bridge, Muscovites call him “spasitel”,” or savior, When
German armies almost encircled Moscow in the bitter fall
of 1941, Stalin sent him from his warm berth as chief of
staff into the cold woods outside the capital, In a few
weeks he not only lifted the siege of Moscow but threw
the - Germans into retreat under the impact of a great
winter off e’nsivé, The next winter Zhukov was .sent south
to save Stalingrad, In the procc';é he destroyed the Sixth
German Army in a bloody battle which turned the whole
tide of the war, Next he broke the blockade of Leningrad,
And last year, again trouble-shooting in the field, -he
led forces which expelled the Germans from the Ukraine
and the southermn :U‘S SR,
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At the moment Zhukov is enjoying the pleasure,
seldom experienced by staff officers, of translating his
own stratégical concepts into tactical reality, The
cli.ma.cteric of fensive which -began "Jau,' 12 is_the fruit of
his planning last autumn, To invest Berlin destroy
Hitler’s armies and end thei war, Zhukov ‘gathered his
forces for the greatest effort undertaken by the Red
Army in four years of conflict,. He deployed an éstimated
200 divison—twice the reported total strength of the
Anglo-American armies in_ the '\'N'est——aiong a - 400-mile
front Kast Russia to the Carpathians, Characteristically
he aimed the main weight of his attack strafght down
the Warsaw-Frankf }u‘t highway to B'er/l‘in,. And cllatjacteristi~
cally he gave command of that most critical, most difficult
secfor to himself .

The speed with which his forces have advanced (15
to 20 miles a day) attests not only to the efficiency of
the Red Army’s fluid supply system, which Zhukov
helped evolve in years past, but .also. to his own* tactical
skill, A wily field soidier, hé has repeatedly outguessed
and outx-nanel.lvére_d the German’ shrewdest commml'defS,
Two winters ago, for exam_l.)le, he took Rzhev by
ordering his engineers to throw an - “invisible” bridge
across a river, It was built entirely by night, with its

roadway submerged just 18 inches below the surface of
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the water, On *Rzhev’s ‘D-day "the Nazi garrison saw’
Zhukov’s tanks miraculously breasting the stream like a

leet of old sidewheelers, Last month he again outfoxed

£
the enemy by taking Warsaw from the rear, In the
current Red Army has attacked from
anexpected directions all up.and down the f ront, Retreating
Germans have found Russians already dug in ‘behihd
them, "By~passing strong points and- leaving them
for rear .echelons to mop up, Zhukov has hurléd his
arinored spca:hé"”“ and moterized infaniry acioss nioic

aus au PO LRI R A 1

‘than 300 miles of swampland and woodland in the first
18 days of his campaign—the fastest advance of the
war, far exceeding the record of the Crermans against
the Russians in 1941‘- Rnssians  term their inf antry not
“queen of battles” but ‘“queen of fields” ILast week
Soviet war correspondents were  ref erring to Zhukov’s
infantry as “queen of forests and fivers," His rapid
progress led f acetious Londoners to remarks that Zhukov
was .facing to;_libera't_e the British -Chqnhél islands, -

The day. ‘Zhukov steps across the ultimatc German
trench t(; greet his allies in the West will not mark the
first occa.éion on which he has found himself entrusted
with diplomatic responsibilities; The Kremlin’s esteem
for him accrues not only from his martial abilities but
from his reputation at a good kBo_lshevik,._ too, - When he
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is in Moscow Stalin freely discusses political as well as
military problems with him, He \;as Stalin’s representa-
tive in Madrid during the Spanish War, He commanded
the Red Army’s far eastern units in Monglia in the
ticklish summer of 1939, And during the uneasy days of
the Russo~-German pact it was Zhukov who more than
any other commander warned against Nazi duplicity,

In appearance and manner Zhukov is a military man
from his appelceptlve eyes to his polished boots, When
lie pives orders or discusses. strategy he speaks directly,
sharply and precisely in a calm, low voice, He dislikes
vacillatioﬁ_ His strong face is so expressive of willfulness
that few men readily dispute his views . In upllolditig “his
judgments he can be extremely stubborn-,h but oh occasions
when he is outvoted by other - members of the supreme
command he executes their plans as solicitously as he “_r'ould
‘his own, ‘

Although he is twice a llero of the Soviet Union,
victor over Ja.pS and Germans and unquestionably the No, I
pr’oféssional soldier of the ﬁ.S_S,R,, Zhukov’s face and
broad brow are unfamiliar to the average Russian citizen,
The Soviet press places little emphasis on the work of
individual commanders except when. they receive an off icial
cxta.tlon The Russian publxc is completely ignorant of the

fact that Zhukov’s home is the top floor of ‘a two-story
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house in Arbat Square, one of Moscow’s better residential
areas ‘some five minutes' walk f rdm the Kremlin, or that
he has a pretty, dark-hatred wifc who is taller than he, a
13‘y‘ear.s old daughter and two sons, 12 and 9. The older
boy,” who is called “Zhuk* by his classmates, résembl;:s
his father, '(He dislikes his mnickname, for in Russian
zhuk means ¢“beetle,” The suffix ov is an elision of
“ovich” which signifies . ©*the son of? heuce the ~name

Z hukov can be mterpreted as ‘son of a eetle ”

er .

The Zhukov aparimeiti, w hich is small b

is a monument to the Marshal’s military career, In the
'Iiving room, Mrs, -Zhukov displ:iys swords, helmets,
remnant of enemy tunics and other trophies he  has
accumulated in-30 years of soldiering, The bookshelves are
Afilled with volumes by Clausewitz and- other military
analysts, Zhukov is considered an authority on the cam-
paigns of Hannibal, The books are in several languages,
for Zhukov ‘speaks some Spanish and German and is very
f luent in French; before the war he subscribed  to most
of the leadmg ¥rench periodicals, When not smdymg or
practlcmg mxhtary science he-liked to motor to the lake
country ‘north of Moscow for fishing,

>Zliuk00’s whereabouts are always a complete military
secret and in the Soviet Union no exceptions are made” for

rank, so Mrs, Zliukov rarely l;éarsffom her husband. She
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jollows. the Red Army’s campaigns closely on a big,

colored wall map and knows pretty well that whenever

cnmpﬂluig nretty bi

PR

is brewis her huchand will -he near
=

2 b’ 1T 2

by, As wife of a lea.ding Sovlet citizen she receives certain

p=

She can buy clothing at a discount on specia

@

floor of a departxﬁént store reserved for the families of
top military personnel, At a gastrohom simjla? to ones
maintained for foreign diplomats, shet may draw a good
ration of caviar, wines, vodka, Soviet champagne and
cluldren, Vy'htﬁl_ Zhukov is at hone,
~an army car and chauffeur are at the family’s disposal,
but- usually they prefer to pay their 40 kopeks and ride

the .subway like other Muscovites,

On his visits ‘to Moscow, Zhukov enjoys. going to mili-
tdry and diplomatic parties where "he holds forth as an
mtelhgent if somewhat didactic conversationalist, At the
front he leads a Spartan regiment,

Son of  simple peasant folk, Zhukov was born
Strelkova; a small village in central Russia, in 1895, He
left school at an early age and bece}ne apprentice to a
furrier, "At the outbreak-of world war I he was drafted
into the army and saw two years of active service as a
private, Then he was sent’home because of ill health, By
the time he had recovered, Russia was out of the war

and Lenin ‘was ‘in power, Army life. ‘had appealed to
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Zhukov, so he abandoned the fur trade and joined teh
Red Army &avalry, He also joind the Communist Party,

During the civil war Zhukov fought on mahy' fronts,
was wounded, decorated and promoted to the rank of a=n
officer, His  ability attracted -the notice of Red Army
commanders -and when the war was over he was picked
to attend Frunze Academy to study military science and
 tactics, Upon his graduation he was elected to re-enter the
cavalry, incuba.to.r of many Russian generals, * In the
years that followed Zhukov obscurely but eff ecti\}ely
prepared himself { or his iater respousibilies, " ile had few
intimate fﬁends and spent his offduty hours studying
Marxist  literature, . writing tactical disquisitions and
learning foreign languages, . For a while he lectured “at
Frunze Academy, During the pre-Hitler period he visited
bi'{'ef'ly,in Germany, attending lectures given for Russian
and Chinese of ficers by the German General Staff In
1936 Stalin and Voroshilov dispatched him to Spain as
the Soviet Union’s chief military observer, There Zhukov
had his first ‘oppor'funity to _t.est> Red Army theories of
tank ~warfare . under ad‘éual combat conditio;ls,_ for he
brought along a shipment of Russian tanks to hold counter
the aid given Franco by Germany and Italy.

When the Japanese attacked the Outer Mongolia in

M_air 1939 the Soviet Union implemented its mutual-aid
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pact with the Mongols. and rushed several tank divisions
under Zhukov’s command to their assistance, In battles
that followed, Zhukov exhibited the daring and guile that
established him in Stalin’s eyes as a military genius,
‘wiping out the Japanese Sixth Army, In the 22 months
between this cami)aig*t{ and Hitle;’s invasion of Russia
Zhukov shot upward through Red Army ranks, emerging:
as_a political -as well as a military personage, He helped
with staff work ixpder Timoshenko during the not ‘very
brilliant Finnish campaign  and” upbn its conclusion was
appoinied Commander of the Kiev I\'Iéiitary District - with
the rank of ‘-.genei‘al of‘ the army, néxt highest to marshal,

During his stay in Kiev Zhukov drew up plans for
Red Army reform Base(f on 'experienée géixled m the
Japanese and Finnish can{paigns, In a remarkable speech
delivered before a Party conference of the Kiev Military
D.i's‘trict,' Zhukov oui‘spc;kenly attackedl the Red Army’s
“political commissars” and charged the army’s ranks,
‘He closed his audacious speec}; with an oblique wa.rning
against the Nazis, the Russo-German peace pact notwith—
-.sltanding,A

The Western horizon looked glowering in the winter
of 1940-41 and Stalin brought Zhukov to Moscow as chjef
of staff to hasten reorganization .and expansion -o_f - the

Red Army, He weeded out incompetent officers, inveiged
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against bureaucracy -and did . his best to canalize . the
functions of the political commissars so they could not
interfere with the - purely military =~ command, Racing
against time and Hitler, Zhukov welded the KRed Army
into an orderly hierarchical organization, whose respect
for discipline has been intensified in the last four years
of war to a degree unknown in Czarist days, Officers
and- men cannot appear in public places in unpressed
gunif'orms. Their boots must he polished, their faces
shaven, their hair combed, Even on the coldest days
no Red Army man can walk down Moscow’s Gorky
Street with the collar of his greatcoat turned. up, No
Red Army man can be.seen hanging on the outside step
of an over-crowded streetcar or ;bus, No of!ficer or
enlisted man is ever seen seated in a car or suEwa.y while-
a mfcx.n of higher rank stands, These outward signs of
discipline are‘ symptomatic of intrinsic “character changes
within the army, -

In February. 1941 Zhukov was elected alternate mem-
‘ber of the Central- Committee of the Communist Party and
appointed Vice-Commissar of Defense, IFour months later.
the Nazis started the attack Zhukov had repeatedly pro-
phesied, Week by week the huge German forces drew.
closer to, Moscow, battering down . Voroshilov’s defenses

in the north, Budenny"sfin' the south, and Timoshenko's .
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-on the central front, By October the "Nazi steam roller
had battered its way to within 50 miles of the Kremlin,
On the 2Ist of that month Stalin decreed a state of
siegé in Moscow, Transferring Timoshenko to the
southwest, he relieved Zhukov of his desk duties as
chief of sfaff and entrusted. him with tlie defense - of the
capxtal Zhukov issued an impassioned hold-or-die order:
«Not a step back!” he commanded, ¢Halt the Fascists!
Every man must fight like ten] Cowards and.panic mongers
must be destroyed Aruth]esslv as  traitors to/ the
fatherland,” le ordered his tired armies, now _ reinforced
with divisions of pomly cqulpped hastily trained -Moscow
volunteers, to cease avoiding Nazi tanks but “to hunt
and destroy them.” .

The Russians retreat slowed and Zhukov won time

to concentrate powerful reserves that had been brought

from the east and stationed ins woods mnorth, south aﬁd
west of the city, Mitler had proclaimed . that his troops
.lwo_uld parade in Red‘Squa;‘e ,_on-Nov_Q7, But ;onA Nov, 7
the marchers in Red Square were Red army reserves on
gtheh: way to join Zhukov’s defenders, In the .da.ys that
followed Zhukov deliberately sucked the Wehrmicht into
his trap, on Nov, 27 he sprang it, following up with an
offensive whi?;h split the Nazi spearhead and sent 50

German divisions streaming westward in defeat,
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The year 1942 was one of cumulative successes for
Zhukov and the Red Army, With the Germans stabilized
on the central front, Zhukov was suddenly transferred- to
Stalingrad, then menaced by the -armies of von Paulus
and von Manstein, Once again he replaced Timeshenko,
Presiding as supreme theater commander (as FEisenhower
presides in the West), Zhukov was assisted at Stalingrad
by some of the Red Army’s most brilliant tacticians, among
them chief Marshal of Artillery Nikolai Voronov jand~
Marchals Rokossovsky and Malinovsky who are now flank—
ing his thrusts toward Berlin, AIl of them:owe something
to their experience in the eﬁic battle of the Stalingrad
front, It went on for 21 weeks and exceeded in. violence
and bitterness any previous battle of the war, Under
Zhukov's direction what had- seemed to be a Russian

disaster was dramatically turned into one of the’ gre'ates}:

}{ussiml victories of _the war a victory that ’pi'obably
will go down among the decisive ones in world histof'}-r,
‘By the ‘end of the .year the threat to Stalingrad had been
-dissipated and von Paulus’ Sixth Army lay surround - in
a solid steel ring, At this point von Manstein, advancing
with reinf(;rcemelnts from the southwest, 'atténlpted to
drive a wedge into Zhukov’s ring* and join up with von.
Paulus encircled divisions, Before the relieving force

could swing -into action Zhukov sent fresh troops, under
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Malinovsky to intercept it, His maneuver was - perfectly
timed, Von Manstein’s armored units were smashed and
his infantry limped back to Rostov,

In "the wake of this great victory the Russians sent
an ultimatum to von Paulus, To the surprise of military
observers the name signed to the document was not Zhu-
kov’s, Sta.lin,. realizing that the Germans were knocked
out -in the south, had decided it was time to hit them
elsewhere and he had accordingly  hustled Zhukov by
"";)'"“ﬂ to the I_ep.!'.!!grar!. front, While the country was

s

still reverberating with cheers over his Caucasian triumph,
Zhukov organized a snew offeunsive at Leningrad which
lifted the -blockade of that long-beleaguered city, A few
weeks later he was named Marshal of the Soviet\Uniqn,
th;'f-irét field commander of the war to be so recognized,
In.an Izvestia editorial- entitled “Skill of Red Army Lead-
ers” lelxkd\r was officially acclaimed for the first ti;ne as
the - “highly talented aund brave leader” who s.mashed the
‘Germens at:I\.’I_osco,w,‘ Stalillgl'atl and Ieningrad, Izvestia’s
editorial was ‘thé_, n';ost notable official tribute‘ that had
been accorded- to ﬁny Russian other than Stalin since the
beginning of the war, Only once again that year did Zhukov’s
name appear in the bowet press and that was on July 28 ,»
when he was awarded ‘the Order of Suvorov for coordinat—

ing succ;essfrul }campaxgns along - the entire Kastern Front,
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With Stalin and Voroshilov he had helped plan. the 1943
summer offensives which swept the Germans out of Kursk,
Orel, Belgored, Kharkov, Smolensk and sent  them- back
across the Dnieper,

Early last year, when General 'Nikolai Vatutin of
the TFirst Ukrainian Army was killed at the height of
operations in the- Ukraine, Zhukov further adorned’ his
repvtation as thefl_{ed Army’s best pinch hitter, .He was
already in the theater of operations, having been assigned
to coordfna.te the ‘strategy of the Iirst and Second
Ukrainian Armles “Rather than entrust 'v':itui:in‘s impot-';
tant sector to a less expenenced comma.uder, Stalm allowed
Zhukov to remain in active command of the 1‘1rst Army,
In  Moscow military observera raised their eyebrows
and said, “Zhukov’ is taking a _great chance, What a
tnumph for Manstein if he could stop Russia’s greatest
‘profess;onal soldier | “What a ‘blof% to Russian morale | ”
Everything was. against Zhukov’s SUCGess, One of the
~earlxez.t spmxg thaws in memory set _in, His troops sank
to their knees ‘in greasy mud, But txme was all—lmportant
On March 4 Zhukov gave the command _and his artillery
Eopen‘éd up, ' For 40 minutes the. Ukrainian_ 'bogs quaked;
Then the tanks slipped forward- through the mud on a
150-mile f ront, However, insbired' by Zhukov’s presence,

the First Ukrainian Army outdid itsell, After two days
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of bitter fightfng‘ ® . German divisions were ,sma.shed;
Pursuing his advantage,  Zhukov drove the enemy to the
frontier of the Soviet Uﬁ}ion .and across it onto Polish
soii; ¥or his ach'ie'vemeﬁt the Supreme Soviet awarded
Zhukov the Order of Vi’ctory, a magnificent bouble of
diamonds, rubies and platinum worth over. $i00,600,

The Marshal,’s_ ';”esponsibilities continually increased
last ‘summer and’ fall, As tﬁe pressure of international
affairs and postwar plans absorbed more of Stalm’é
energies, the burden of military strategy fell eéver more
hea.vily'-‘ on Zhukov's oxlike shoulders, With "Air Marshal
-Novikov and Artillery chief Voronov the evolved pIa;lsi
for the ‘Red Army’s ultimate drive -on Berlin, He hold
iil-tersta.f f discussions with British and American _envdys
on’ the timing of " coordinated _offensive thrust, Leaving
_p;éblegns of morale. and politics to other members of
the Suprén_le Command, Zhukov concerned himself with.
operational pléils.f or annahilating the German armies and
el;dillg the fwar.- On Jan, 12 of this year he rose once
_mdre from‘ his desk and went!forth' into the field fof his
igreatést batble,

It is 'Zhul{ov’s philosophy, that offensive strategy
must be fluid and flexible and cannot be definitely
ren\;isaged at a table in the Kremlin, Ever since the

Battle of Moscow Zhukov has journeyed up and down
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the Red Army’s offensive line from the Baltic- to the
Carpathians.and to “the Black Sea, He has traveled by
plane and train and of ten by Américan command caf,
Héf -llas sa;id, time and again, that it is the common
denominator tha:t coutits in war: thé “simple  soldier w]b
shoots  the bullet and stops the bullet, © At Stalin’s
suggestion he sent a pamphlet to Rokossovsky, Malinovsky,.
Cherniyakhovsky, Konev and other commanders now
fighting north and south- of him on the b]azmg }ughroad
‘to’ Beilin, To them he comménded these words .of Suvorov:.
“Regz;,'rdless of whaii‘. happens to me, the soldier is dearer
than myself . . . . I neither sleep nor iest so that my ar:h)’r
may have sleep and’ rest.” A

Lord Beaverbrook orice said that communism had
px'oduéed- the best génerals.‘ of the war, ,‘ Zhukov " is a
Communist, He does not believe in God, But he does
believe in .histovry,'v in progress, in decéncy, For these
:thmgs, ~for his. home, "his wife, his children “and for
jRussxa, he has f ought an unbeatab]e kind - of war, I:ike
most of the 15, 000 000 £ ront-line soldiers that he commands
Lhukov was the son of . a humble peasant, - “In the time
of civilization’s crlsis;” a ‘Russian soldler said unot long
ago, “Zhukov 10_,e up like David, to smite the' German
Goliath

(From : Life, Feb, 12, 1945))
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