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SHERIDAN’S THE
SCHOOL FOR SCANDAL

Dramaiis Persone

Sir PETER TEAZLE CRABTREE

Sir OLIVER SURFACE RowLey

Sir HArry BumpERr Moses

SIR BENJAMIN BACKBITE Trip

JoseEpH SURFACE Lapy Teazie
CHARLES SURFACE LAapy SNEERWELL
CARELESS MRgs. CANDOUR
SNAKE MARIA

Gentlemen, Maid, and Servants
SCENE 1 London.

ACT FIRST

Scene I

LaDYy SNEERWELL's Dressing room.
LaADY SNEERWELL discovered at her loilel ;! SNAKE drinking
chocolate,

Lapy Sxeer.  The paragraphs, you say, Mr. Snake, were
all inscrted ?

Snake. They were, madam ; and, as I copied them my-
self in a feigned hand, there can be no suspicion whence
they came.
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SHERIDAN'S THE SCHOOL FOR SCANDAL

Lapy SNeerR. Did you circulate the report of Lady
Brittle’s intrigue with Captain Boastall ?

S~ake. That’s in as fine a train as your ladyship could
wish. In the common course of things, I think it must
reach Mrs. Clackitt’s cars within four-and-twenty hours;
and then, you kuow, the business is as good as done,

Lapy SNEEr.  Why, truly, Mrs. Clackitt has a very pretty
talent, and a great deul of industry.

SNAKE.  True, madam, and has been tolerably successful
in her day. To my knowledge, she has been the cause of six
matches being broken oft, and three sons being disinherited,;
of four forced clopements, and as many close confinements;
nine separate maintenances, and two divorces.  Nay, I have
more than once traced her causing a #*e-@-i8fe in the Town
and Country Magazine, when the partics, perhaps, had never
seen each other’s face before in the course of their lives,

Lapy SNeEr.  She certainly has talents, but her manner
is gross.

SNaAKE. 'Tis very true. She generally designs well, has a
free tongue and a bold invention; but ber coloring is too
dark, and her outlines often extravagant. She wants that
delicacy of tint, and mcllowness of sneer, which distinguish
your ladyship’s scandal.

Lapy SNEER.  You are partial, Snake.

SNAKE. Not in the least; everybody allows that Lady
Sneerwell can do more with a word or look than many can
with the most labored detail, even when they happen to
have a little truth on their side to support it.

Lapy SxeErrR.  Yes, my dear Snake ; and I am no hypo-
crite to deny the satisfaction [ reap from the success of my

4
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SHERIDAN‘S THE SCHOOL FOR SCANDAL

efforts. Wounded myself, in the carly part of my life, by
the envenomed tongue of slander, I confess I have since
known no pleasure equal to the reducing others to the level
of my own reputation.

SNake. Nothing can be more natural. But, Lady Sneer-
well, there is one affair in which you have lately employed
e, wherein, I confess, I am at a loss to guess your motives.

Lapy Sxeer. I conceive you mean with respect to my
neighbor, Sir Peter Teazle, and his family ?

Sxake. I do. Here are two young men, to whom Sir
Peter has acted as a kind of guardian since their father’s
death ; the eldest possessing the most amiable character,
and universally well spoken of — the youngest, the most
dissipated and extravagant young fellow in the kingdom,
without friends or character ; the former an avowed admirer
of your ladyship, and apparently vour favorite; the latter
attached to Maria, Sir Pcter’s ward, and confessedly beloved
by her. Now, on the face of these civcumstances, it is
utterly unaccountable to me, why you, the widow of a city
knight, with a good jointure, should not closc with the
passion of a man of such character and expectations as Mr.
Surface; and more so why you should be so uncommonly
carnest to destroy the mutual attachment subsisting between
his brother Charles and Maria.

Laby SNEER.  Then, at once to unravel this mystery, 1
must inform you that love has no share whatever in the
intercourse between Mr. Surface and me.

Sxake. Nol

LaDpy SxEER. His real attachment is to Maria, or her
fortune ; but, finding in his brother a favored rival, he has

6
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SHERIDAN'S THI: SCHOOL FOR SCANDAL

been obliged to mask his pretensions, and profit by my
assistance.

SNakr.  Yet still T am more puzzled why you should
interest yourself in his success.

Lapy SNEeR. Heavens! how dull you are!  Cannot you
surmise the weakness which I hitherto, through shame, have
concealed even from you?  Must I confess that Charles—
that libertine, that extravagant, that bankrupt in fortune
and reputation — that he it is for whom I am thus anxious
and malicious, and to gain whom I would sacrifice every-
thing ¢

SNAKE. Now, indeed, your conduct appears consistent :
but how came you and Mr. Surface so confidential ?

Lavy S~yeer. Por our mutual interest. I have found
him out a long time since. I know him to be artful, selfish,
and malicious — in short, a sentimental knave; while with
Sir Peter, and indced with all his acquaintance, he passes
for a youthful miracle of prudence, good sense, and benevo-
lence.

Sxaxe.  Yes ; yet Sir Peter vows he has not his equal in
England ; and, above all, he praises him as a man of senti-
ment.

LAapy SNeEER. True:; and with the assistance of his
sentiment and hypocrisy he has brought Sir Peter entirely
into his interest with regard to Maria ; while poor Charles
has no fricnd in the house — though, I fear, he has a power-
ful onc in Maria’s heart, against whom we must direct our
schemes.
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SHERIDAN'S THE SCHOOL FOR SCANDAL

Enter SERVANT

SER.  Mr. Surface.

Lapy S~keEr.  Show him up. [Exif SErRvant.] He gen-
crally calls about this time. T don’t wonder at people
giving him to me for a lover.

LEnter JOSEPH SURFACE

Jos. Surr. My dear Lady Sncerwell, how do you do to-
day ? Mr. Snake, your most vbedient.

Lapy Sxeek. Snake has just been rallying me on our
mutual attachment, but I have mformed him of our real
views., You know how useful he has been to us; and,
belicve me, the confidence is not ill-placed.

Jos. Surr.  Madam, it is impossible for me to suspect a
man of Mr. Snake’s sensibility and discernment.

Lapy SneEr. Well, well, no compliments now ; but tell
me when you saw your mistress, Maria — or, what is more
material to me, your brother.

Jos. Strr. I have not scen cither since T left you; but T
can inform you that they never mect,  Some of your storics
have taken a good efiect on Maria.

Lapy Sxrer.  Ah, my dear Snake! the merit of this
belongs to you.  But do your brother’s distresses increase ?

Jos. Surr.  Every hour. Tam told he has had another
execcution in the house yesterday. In short, his dissipation
and extravagance exceed anything I have ever heard of.

LADY SNEER.  Poor Charles !

Jos. Surr. True, madam ; notwithstanding his vices,
one can’t help feeling for him. Poor Charles! I'm sure 1

10
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SHERIDAN'S THE SCHOOL IFOR SCANDAL

wish it were in 1y power to be of any essential scrvice to
him ; for the man who docs not share in the distresses of a
brother, cven though merited by his own misconduct,
deserves

Lapy SNEer. O Lud! you are going to be moral, and
forget that you are among fricnds.

Jos. Surr. Egad, .hat’s true! I’ll keep that sentiment
till 1 see Sir Peter. However, it is certainly a charity to

rescuc Maria from such a libertine, who if he i1s to be
reclaimed, can be so only by a person of vour ladyship’s
superior accomplishments and understanding.

SNakKE. [ believe, Lady Sneerwell, here's company com-
ing: I'll go and copy the letter T mentioned to you. Mr.
Surface, your most obcedient.

Jos. Surr.  Sir, your very devoted. —{Exif SNAKE.] Lady
Sneerwell, I am verv sorry you have put any further confi-
dence in that fellow.

Lapy SNEER. Why so0?

Jos. Surr. I have lately detected him in frequent con-
ference with old Rowley, who was formerly my father’s
steward, and has never, you know, been a friend of mine.

Lapy SNeER.  And do you think he would betray us ?

Jos. Surr.  Nothing more likely @ take my word for 't,
Lady Sncerwell, that {fcllow hasn’t virtue cnough to be
faithful even to his own villainy. Ah, Maria !

Fniter MARIA

Lapy SNEER.  Maria, my dear, how do you do? What’s
the matter ?
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SHERIDAN'S THE SCHOOL FOR SCANDAL

MaR. Ob! there’s that disagreeable lover of mine, Sir
Benjamin Backbite, has just called at my guardian’s, with
his odious uncle, Crabtree ; so I slipped out, and ran hither
to avoid them.

LAapy SNEER.  Is that all ?

Jos. Surr. If my brother Charles had been of the party,
madam, perhaps you would not have been so much
alarmed.

Lapy SNEER. Nay, now you are scevere; for I dare
swear the truth of the matter is, Maria heard you were
here. But, my dear, what has Sir Benjamin done, that you
should avoid him so ?

Mar. Oh, he has done nothing — but ’tis for what he has
said : his conversation is a perpetual libel on all his acquaint-
ance.

Jos. Surr. Ay, and the worst of it is, there is no advan-
tage in not knowing him ; for he’ll abuse a stranger just as
soon as his best friend : and his uncle’s as bad.

Lapy SNEER. Nay, but we should make allowance; Sir
Benjamin is a wit and a poet.

Mar. For my part, I own, madam, wit loses its respect
with me, when T see it in company with malice. What do
you think, Mr. Surfacc ?

Jos. Surr.  Certainly, madam ; to smile at the jest which
plants a thorn in another’s breast is to become a principal
in the mischief.

Lapy Sxeer.  Pshal there’s no possibility of being
witty without a little ill nature : the malice of a good thing
is the barb that makes it stick. What’s your opinion, Mr.
Surface ?

14
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SHERIDAN’'S THE SCHOOL FOR SCANDAL

Jos. Surr.  To be sure, madam ; that conversation, where
the spirit of raillery is suppressed, will ever appear tedious
and insipid.

Mar. Well, T'll not debate how far scandal may be
allowable ; but in a man, I am sure, it is always contempt-
ible. We have pride, envy, rivalship, and a thousand mo-
tives to depreciate each other ; but the male slanderer must
have the cowardicc of a woman before he can traduce one.

Relnter SERVANT

Ser. Madam, Mrs. Candour is below, and, if your lady-
ship’s at leisure, will leave her carriage.

LApy SNEER. Beg her towalk in.—[Exit SERVANT.]
Now, Maria, here is a character to your taste ; for, though
Mrs. Candour is a little talkative, everybody allows her to
be the best-natured and best sort of woman.

Mar. Yes, with a very gross affectation of good nature
and bencvolence, she does more mischief than the direct
malice of old Crabtree.

Jos. Surr. T faith that’s true, Lady Sneerwell : when-
ever 1 hear the current running against the characters of my
friends, I never think them in such danger as when Can
dour undertakes their defense.

Lapy SNEEr.  Hush ! — here she is !

Enter Mrs, CANDOUR

Mgs. CaN. My dear Lady Sneerwell, how have you been
this century ? — Mr. Surface, what news do you hecar ? —
though indeed it is no matter, for I think onc hears nothing
else but scandal.

16
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SHERIDAN'S THE SCHOOL FOR SCANDAL

Jos. Surr. Just so, indeed, ma’am.

Mgrs. Can. Oh, Maria ! child,— what, is the whole affair
off between you and Charles ? His extravagance, T pre-
sume — the town talks of nothing else.

MaRr. Iam very sorry, ma’am, the town has so little to
do.

Mrs. CanN. True, true, child: but there’s no stopping
people’s tongues. I own I was hurt to hear it, as I indeed
was to learn, from the same quarter, that your guardian, Sir
Peter, and Lady Teazle have not agreed lately as well as
could be wished.

MaRr. 'Tis strangely impertinent for people to busy them-
selves so.

Mgrs. Can. Very true, child: but what’s to be done ?
People will talk— there’s no preventing it. Why, it was
but yesterday I was told that Miss Gadabout had eloped
with Sir Filigree Flirt. But, Lord ! there’s no minding what
one hears ; though, to be sure, I had this from very good
authority.

MaRr. Such reports are highly scandalous.

Mrs. CaN. So they are, child—shameful, shameful!
But the world is so censorious, no character escapes. Lord,
now who would have suspected your friend, Miss Prim, of an
indiscretion ?  Yet such is the ill nature of people, that they
say her uncle stopped her last week, just as she was stepping
into the York Mail with her dancing master.

Mar. I'll answer for 't there are no grounds for that
report. '

MRs. Can.  Ah, no foundation in the world, T dare swear;
no more, probably, than for the story circulated last month,

18
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of Mrs. Festino’s affair with Colonel Cassino — though, to
he sure, that matter was never rightly cleared up.

Jos. Surr.  The licenze of invention some people take is
monstrous indeed.

Mar. ’Tis so ; but, in my opinion, those who report such
things are cqually culpable.

Mrs. Cax. To be sure they are; talebearers are as bad
as the tale makers — tis old observation, and a very true
one : but what's to be done, as I said before ? how will you
prevent people from talking 7 To-day, Mrs. Clackitt assured
me, Mr. and Mrs. Honeymoon were at last become mere
man and wife, like the rest of their acquaintance. She
likewise hinted that a certain widow, in the next street,
had got rid of her dropsy and recovered her shape in a most
surprising manner. And at the same time Miss Tattle,
who was by, affirmed that Lord Buffalo had discovered his
lady at a house¢ of no extraordinary fame; and that Sir
Harry Bouquet and Tom Saunter were to measurce swords
on a similar provocation. But, Lord, do you think T would
report these things ! No, no ! talebearers, as I said before,
are just as bad as the tale makers.

Jos. Surr. “Ah! Mrs. Candour, if everybody had your
forbearance and good nature !

Mrs. Can. I confess, Mr. Surface, I cannot bear to hear
people attacked behind their backs; and when ugly circum-
stances come out against our acquaintance, I own I always
love to think the best. By the by, I hope ’tis not true that
your brother is absolutely ruined ?

Jos. Svrr. T am afraid his circumstances arc very bad
indeed, ma’am.
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Mrs. Can. Ah! I heard so — but you must tell him to
keep up his spirits ; everybody almost is in the same way :
Lord Spindle, Sir Thomas Splint, Captain Quinze, and Mr.
Nickit — all up, I hear, within this week ; so, if Charles is
undone, he'll find half his acquaintance ruined too, and that,
you know, is a consolation.

Jos. Surr. Doubtless, ma’am — a very great one.

Reénter SERVANT
SER. Mr. Crabtree and Sir Benjamin Backbite. [Exit.]
I.ApY SNEER. So, Maria, you sce your lover pursues you;
positively you sha’n’t escape.

Enter CRABTREE and SIR BENJAMIN BACKBITE

CraB. Lady Sneerwell, I kiss your hand. Mrs. Candour,
I don’t belicve you are acquainted with my nephew, Sir
Benjamin Backbite ? Egad, ma’am, he has a pretty wit,
and is a pretty poet too. Isn't he, Lady Sncerwell ?

Sir BEn. Oh, fie, uncle!

CraB. Nay, egad it’s true; T back him at a rebus or a
charade against the best rimer in the kingdom. Has your
ladyship heard the epigram he wrote last weck on Lady
Frizzle’s fcather catching fire ? — Do, Benjamin, rcpeat it,
or the charade you made last night extempore at Mrs.
Drowzie’s conversazione. Come now ; “your first is the
name of a fish, your second a great naval commander, and—"

Sir BEN.  Uncle, now — pr'ythec -

Cras. T’faith, ma’am, "twould surprise you to hear how
ready he is at all thesc sort of things.

Lapy SxeEr. T wonder, Sir Benjamin, you never publish
anything.
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Sir BEx. To say truth, ma’am, 'tis very vulgar to print ;
and as my little productions arc mostly satires and lampoons
on particular people, I find they circulate more by giving
copies in confidence to the friends of the parties. However, 1
have some love clegies, which, when favored with this lady’s
smiles, I mcan to give the public. [Pointing to MARIA.]

CraB. [To MariA.] ’lore heaven, ma’am, they’ll im-
mortalize you! — you will be handed down to posterity,
like Petrarch’s Laura, or Waller’s Sacharissa.

SR Bex, {70 Maria]l  Yes, madam, T think you will
like them, when you shall see them on a beautiful quarto
page, where a neat rivulet of text shall meander through a
meadow of margin. ‘Fore God thev will be the most elegant
things of their kind !

CraB. DBut, ladics, that’s true— have you heard the
news ?

Mrs. CaN. What, sir, do you mean the report of —

CraB. No, ma’am, that’s not it.— Miss Nicely is going
to be married to her own footman.

Mgs. Can. Impossible!

CRrRAB. Ask Sir Benjamin,

Stk BEN. 'Tis very true, ma’am: everything is fixed,
and the wedding liveries bespoke.

CrAB. Yes — and they do say there were pressing reasons
for it.

L.apy SxgEr. Why, I have heard somcthing of this
before.

Mrs. Can. Tt can’t be —and I wonder any one should
believe such a story of so prudent a lady as Miss Nicely.

Sir BeEx. O Lud! ma’am, that’s the very reason 'twas
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SHERIDAN’S THE SCHOOL FOR SCANDAL

believed at once. She has always bcen so cautious and so
reserved, that everybody was sure there was some reason for
it at bottom.

Mrs. CaN. Why, to be sure, a tale of scandal is as fatal
to the credit of a prudent lady of her stamp as a fever is
generally to those of the strongest constitutions. But therc
is a sort of puny sickly reputation, that is always ailing,
yet will outlive the robuster characters of a hundred prudes.

Stk BeEx. True, madam, there are valetudinarians in
reputation as well as constitution, who, being conscious of
their weak part, avoid the least breath of air, and supply
their want of stamina by care and circumspection.

Mrs. Can. Well, but this may be all a mistake. You
know, Sir Benjamin, very trifling circumstances often give
rise to the most injurious tales.

CraB. That they do, I'll be sworn, ma’am. Did you
ever hear how Miss Piper came to lose her lover and her
character last summer at Tunbridge ? — Sir Benjamin, you
remember it?

Sis Bex. Oh, to be sure ! — The most whimsical circum-
stance.

Lapy Sxegr.  How was it, pray ?

CraB. Why, one evening, at Mrs. Ponto’s assembly, the
conversation happened to turn on the breeding Nova Scotia
sheep in this country. Says a young lady in company, “1
have known instances of it ; for Miss Letitia Piper, a first
cousin of mine, had a Nova Scotia sheep that produced her
twins.” “What ! "’ cries the Lady Dowager Dundizzy (who
you know is as deaf as a post), ** has Miss Piper had twins? ”
This mistake, as you may imagine, threw the whole company
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into a fit of laughter. However, 'twas the next morning
everywhere reported, and in a few days believed by the
whole town, that Miss Letitia Piper had actually been
brought to bed of a fine boy and a girl : and in less than a
week there were some people who could name the father,
and the farmhouse where the babics were put to nursc.

LADY SNEER. Strange, indeed !

Crap. Matter of fact, I assure you. O Lud! Mr. Surface,
pray is it true that your uncle, Sir Oliver, is coming home ?

Jos. Surr. Not that I know of, indecd, sir.

CraB. He has been in the East Indies a long time. You
can scarcely remember him, I believe ? Sad comfort, when-
ever he returns, to hear how your brother has gone on!

Jos. Surr. Charles has been imprudent, sir, to be sure ;
but I hope no busy people have already prejudiced Sir
Oliver against him. He may reform.

Sik BEN. To be sure he may: for my part, I never
believed him to be so utterly void of principle as people say;
and, though he has lost all his friends, ‘I am told nobody is
better spoken of by the Jews.

CraB. That’s true, cgad, nephew. If the Old Jewry was
a ward, I believe Charles would be an alderman: no man
more popular there, 'fore Gad! I hear he pays as many
annuities as the Irish tontine ; and that, whenever he is sick,
they have prayers for the recovery of his health in all the
sylagogues.

Sir BEN. Yet no man lives in greater splendor. They
tell me, when he entertains his friends he will sit down to

dinner with a dozen of his own securities ; have a score of

[37Y
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tradesmen waiting in the antechamber, and an officer behind
every guest’s chair.

Jos. Surr.  This may be cntertainment to you, gentle-
men, but you pay very little regard to the feelings of a
brother.

Mar. [Aside.] Their malice is intolerable ! [ Alond.] Lady
Sneerwell, I must wish you a good morning: I'm not very
well. [Exit.]

Mrs. CanN. O dear! she changes color very much.

Lapy Sxger. Do, Mrs. Candour, follow her: she may
want your assistance.

Mrs. Can. That T will, with all my soul, ma’am. — Poor
dear girl, who knows what her situation may be ! [F£ait]

Lapy SxeEr. Twas nothing but that she could not
bear to hear Charles reflected on, notwithstanding their
diffcrence.

SIR BEN. The young lady’s penchant is obvious.

Crap. But, Benjamin, yon must not give up the pursuit
for that : follow her, and put her into good humor. Repeat
her some of your own verses.  Come, T'll assist you.

Sik Bix. Mr. Surface, T did not mean to hurt you; but
depend on’t your brother is utterly undone.

Crap. O lud, ay! undone as ever man was-—can’t
raise a guinea !

Sir BeN.  And everything sold, I'm told, that was mov-
able.

CraB. I have seen one that was at his house. Not a
thing left but some empty bottles that were overlooked, and
the family pictures, which I believe are framed in the wain-
scots.
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Sik BEx. And I'm very sorry also to hear some bad
stories against him. [Going.]

CraB.  Oh, he has done many mean things, that’s certain.

Sir Brx.  But, however, as he's your brother — [Going.]

Cras. We'll tell you all another opportunity.

[Irxeunt CRABTREE and SIR BENJAMIN]

Lapy SxeEer. Ha!l ha! ’tis very hard for them to leave
a subject they have not quite run down.

Jos. Surr. And I believe the abuse was no more accept-
able to your ladyship than Maria.

Lapy Sxeer. I doubt her affections are further engaged
than we imagine. But the family are to be here this eve-
ning, so you may as well dine where you are, and we shall
have an opportunity of observing further; in the mean-
time, I'll go and plot mischief, and you shall study senti-
ment.  [Exeunt.§

SCENE IT
A room in SIrR PrTeEr Trazie's House
Enter SIR PETER TEAZLE

Sir PrT. When an old bachelor marries a young wife,
what is he to expect? ’Tis now six months since Lady
Teazle made me the happiest of men—and T have
been the most miserable dog ever since! We tified a little
going to church, and fairly quarreled before the bells had
done ringing. 1 was more than once nearly choked with gall
during the honeymoon, and had lost all comfort in life
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before my friends had done wishing me joy. Yet I chose
with caution — a girl bred wholly in the country. who never
knew luxury beyond one silk gown, nor dissipation above the
annual gala of a racc ball. Yet she now plays her part
in all the extravagant fopperies of fashion and the town,
with as ready a grace as if she never had seen a bush or a
grassplot out of Grosvenor Square ! 1 am snecred at by all
my acquaintance, and paragraphed in the newspapers. She
dissipates my fortune, and contradicts all my humors ; yet
the worst of it is, T doubt T love her, or T should never bear
all this. However, I’ll never be weak cnough to own it.

Inter RowLEy

Row. Oh! Sir Peter, your scrvant : how is it with you,
sir ?

SIR PET. Very bad, Master Rowley, very bad. T meet
with nothing but crosses and vexations.

Row. What can have happened since yesterday ?

Sk PET. A good question to a married man!

Row. Nay, I'm sure, Sir Peter, your lady can’t be the
cause of your uneasiness.

Sk PET.  Why, has anybody told you she was dead ?

Row. Come, come, Sir Peter, you love her, notwith-
standing your tempers don’t exactly agrec.

SirR PET. But the fault is entircly hers, Master Rowley.
I am, myself, the sweetest-tempered man alive, and hate a
teasing temper ; and so I tell her a hundred times a day.

Row. TIndeed!

Sir PET. Ay ; and what is very extraordinary, in ali our
disputes she is always in the wrong! DBut Lady Sncerweel,
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and the set she meets at her house, encourage the perverse-
ness of her disposition.  Then, to complete my vesation,
Maria, my ward, whom I ought to have the power of a father
over, is determined to turn rebel too, and absolutely refuses
the man whom I have long resolved on for her husband;
meaning, I suppose, to bestow herself on his profligate
brother.

Row. You know, Sir Pcter, T have always taken the
liberty to differ with you on the subject of these two young
gentlemen. I only wish you may not be deceived in your
opinion of the elder. Ior Charles, my life on't! he will
retrieve his errors yet. Their worthy father, once my
honored master, was, at his years, nearly as wild a spark;
vet, when he died, he did not leave a more benevolent heart
to lament his loss.

Sir Per. You are wrong, Master Rowley. On their
father’s death, you know, I acted as a kind of guardian to
them both, till their uncle Sir Oliver’s liberality gave them
an early independence : of course, no person could have
more opportunities of judging of their hearts, and I was
never mistaken in my life. Joseph is indeed a model for
the young men of the age. He is a man of sentiment, and
acts up to the sentiments he professes ; but, for the other,
take my word for't, if he had any grain of virtue by descent,
he has dissipated it with the rest of his inheritance.
Ah! my old friend, Sir Oliver, will be deeply mortified when
he finds how part of his bounty has been misapplied.

Row. Tam sorry to find you so violent against the young
man, because this may be the most critical period of his
fortune. I came hither with news that will surprise you.

SIr PeT. What! let me hear.
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SHERIDAN’S THLE SCHOOIL FOR SCANDAL

Row. Sir Oliver is arrived, and at this moment in town.

Sik PET. How! yon astonish me! 1 thought you did
not expect him this month.

Row. Ididnot: but hispassage has been remarkably quick.

Sir PET. Egad, I shall rejoice to see my old friend. ’Tis
sixteen years since we met. We have had many a day
together : — but does he still enjoin us not to inform his
nephews of his arrival ?

Row. Most strictly. He means, before it is known, to
make some trial of their dispositions.

Sir Per.  Ah! there needs no art to discover their merits
— however, he shall have his way ; but, pray, does he know
I am married ?

Row. Yes, and will soon wish you joy.

Sik Prr. What, as we drink health to a friend in a con-
sumption!  Ah! Oliver will laugh at me. We used to rail
at matrimony together, but he has been steady to his text.
Well, he must be soon at my house, though —I'll instantly
give orders for his rcception. But, Master Rowley, don't
drop a word that Lady Teazle and I ever disagree.

Row. By no means.

Sir Pet. For I should never be able to stand Noll’s
jokes ; so I'll have him think, Lord forgive me! that we are
a very happy couple.

Row. I understand you:— but then you must be very
carcful not to differ while he is in the house with you.

Sik PET. Egad, and so we inust — and that’s impossible.
Ah! Master Rowley, when an old bachclor marries a young

wife, he deserves — no — the criine carries its punishment
along with it. [Exeunt.]
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SHERIDAN’S THE SCHOOL FFOR SCANDAL

ACT SECOND
Scexe |
A room in Sik PETER TEAZLE’S House
Enicr SIR PETER and LaDY TEAZLE

Str Per. Lady Teazle, Lady Teazle, T'll not bear it !

Lapy Teaz.  Sir Peter, Sir Peter, you may bear it or not.
as you please; but I ought to have my own way in every-
thing, and what’s more, I will too. What! though I was
educated in the country, T know very well that women of
fashion in London are accountable to nobody after they are
married.

Sir Prr. Very well, ma’am, very well; so a husband is
to have no influence, no authority ?

Lapy Teaz. Authority! No, to be sure: if you wanted
authority over me, you should have adopted me, and not
married me : I am surc you were old enough.

Sir PET. OId enough!—ay, there it is. Well, well,
Lady Teazle, though my lifc may be made unhappy by your
temper, I'll not be ruined by your extravagance !

Lapy Traz. My extravagance ! I'm sure I’'m not more
extravagant than a woman of faghion ought to be.

Sir PeT. No, no, madam, you shall throw away no more
sums on such unmeaning luxury. ’Slife! to spend as much
to furnish your dressing roomn with flowers in winter as would
suffice to turn the Pantheon into a greenhouse, and give a
féte champétre at Christinas.

Lapy Teaz. And am I to blame, Sir Peter, because
flowers are dear in cold weather > You should find fault
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SHERIDAN’S THE SCHOOL FOR SCANDAL

with the climate, and not with me. For my part, I'm sure
I wish it was spring all the year round, and that roses grew
under our feet !

Sk PET. Oons! madam — if you had been born to this,
1 shouldn’t wonder at you talking thus ; but you forget what
your situation was when I married you.

Lapy Teaz. No, no, I don’t; ’twas a very disagrecable
oae, or I should never have marricd you.

Sik PrT. Yes, yes, madam, you were then in somewhat
a hambler style — the daughter of a plain country squire.
Recollect, Lady Teazle, when I saw you first sitting at your
tambour, in a pretty figured linen gown, with a bunch of
keys at your side, your hair combed smooth over a roll, and
your apartment hung round with fruits in worsted, of your
own working.

Lavy Traz. Oh, yes! I remember it very well, and a
curious life T led. My daily occupation to inspect the dairy,
superintend the poultry, make extracts from the family
receipt book, and comb my aunt Deboral’s lapdog.

Sir PeT.  Yes, yes, ma’am, “twas so indeed.

Lapy Teaz. And then you know, my evening amusc-
ments! To draw patterns for ruffles, which I had not
materials to make up; to play Pope Joan with the curate;
to read a sermon to my aunt; or to be stuck down to an
old spinet to strum my father to sleep after a fox chase.

Sig Per. 1 am glad you have so good a memory. Yes,
madam, these were the recreations I took you from; but
now yon must have your coach — vfs-d-1ds — and three
powdercd footmen before your chair ; and, in the summer, a
pair of white cats to draw you to Kensington Gardens. No
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SHERIDAN'S THE SCHOOL FOR SCANDAL

recollection, I suppose, when you were content to ride
double, behind the butler, on a docked coach horse.

Lapy Traz. No. — I swear I never did that: I deny the
butler and the coach horse.

Sir Per.  This, madam, was your situation; and what
have I done for you? I have made you a woman of fashion,
of fortunc, of rank - in short, I have made you my wife.

Laby Traz. Well, then, and there is but one thing more
you can make me to add to the obligation, that is

Sir PET. My widow, I suppose ?

Lapy Teaz. Hem! hem!

Sk PeET. 1 thank you, madam — but don’t flatter your-
self, for, though your ill conduct may disturb my peace of
mind, it shall never break my heart, 1 promisc you: how-
ever, I am equally obliged to you for the hint.

Lapy Traz. Then why will you endeavor to make your-
self so disagreeable to me, and thwart me in cvery little
clegant expense ?

Sir Per. Slife, madam, I say, had you any of these
little clegant expenses when you married me ?

Lapy Teaz. Lud, Sir Peter! would you have me be out
of the fashion ¢

Sirk PET.  The fashion, indeed ! what had you to do with
the fashion before you married me ?

Lapy Teaz. Lor my part, I should think you would like
to have your wifc thought a woman of taste.

Sir PET. Ay — there again — taste! Zounds! madam,
you had no taste when you married me !

Labpy Teaz. That’s very true, indeed, Sir Peter! and,
after having married you, I should never pretend to taste
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SHERIDAN’S THE SCHOOL FOR SCANDAL

again, I allow. But now, Sir Peter, since we have finished
our daily jangle, I presume I may go to my engagement at
Lady Sneerwell’s.

Stk PET. Ay, there’s another precious circumstance —a
charming sct of acquaintance you have made therc !

Lapy Traz. Nay, Sir Pcter, they are all people of rank
and fortune, and remarkably tenacious of reputation.

Sik PET. Yes, cgad, they are tenacious of reputation
with a vengeance; for they don’t cheose anybody should
have a character but themselves ! Such a crew ! Ah ! many
a wretch has rid on a hurdle who has done less mischicf than
these uttercrs of forged tales, coiners of scandal, and clippers
of reputation.

Lapy Teaz. What, would you restrain the freedom of
speech ?

SirR PET. Ah! they have made you just as bad as any
one of the socicty.

Lapy Teaz. Why, T belicve I do bear a part with a
tolerable grace.

Sir PET. Grace indeed !

Lapy TeAz. But I vow I bear no malice against the
people I abuse : when I say an ill-natured thing, ’tis out of
pure good humor; and I take it for granted they dcal
exactly in the same manner with me. But, Sir Peter, you
know you promised to come to Lady Sneerwell’s too.

Sk PrT. Well, well, Tl call in, just to look after my
own character.

Lavy Teaz. Then, indecd, you must imake haste after
me, or you'll be too late.  So good-by to ye. [Fxit.]

SIR PET. So—1 have gained much by my intended
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SHERIDAN’'S THE SCHOOL FOY. SCANDAT

evpostulation! Yet with what a charming air she contra-
dicts everything I say, and how pleasantly she shows her
contempt for my authority !  Well, though I can’t make her
love me, there is great satisfaction in quarrcling with her;
and I think she never appears to such advantage as when
she is doing everything in her power to plague me.  [Exit.]

SCENE 11
A Room 11 Lapy SNEERWELL'S House

LADY SNEERWELL, Mrs. CaNDOUR, CRABTREE, SIR BEN-
JAMIN BACKBITE, AND JOSEPH SURFACE, discovered.
Lapy SxeeRr. Nay, positively, we will hear it.
Jos. Surr.  Yes, yes, the cpigram, by all means.
Sir BExn. O plague on't, uncle ! 'tis mere nonsense,
CraB. No, no; ’fore Gad, very clever for an extempore !
Sir BEN. But, ladies, you should be acquainted with the
circumstance.  You must know, that one day last week, as
Lady Betty Curricle was taking the dust in Hyde Park, in a
sort of duodecimo phaéton, she desired me to write some
verses on her ponies; upon which, I took out my pocket-
book, and in one moment produced the following :
Sure never were seen two such beautiful ponies ;
Other horses are clowns, but these macaronies :
To give them this title I'in sure can’t be wrong.
Their legs are so slim, and their tails are so long.
CraB.  There, ladics, done in the smack of a whip, and
on horseback too.
Jos. Svrr. A very Phabus, mounted — indeed, Sir
Benjamin !
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SHERIDAN'S THE SCHOOIL FOR SCANDAL
Sir BeEN. Oh, dear, sir! trifles — trifles.

Enter Lapy TEAZLE and MARIA

Mrs. Can. I must have a copy.

Lapy SNeer. Lady Teazle, 1 hope we shall see Sir
Peter ?

Lapy Teaz. I believe he’ll wait on your ladyship pres-
ently.

LAapy SNEER. Maria, my love, you look grave., Come,
you shall sit down to piquet with Mr. Surface,

Mar. T take very little pleasure in cards — bowever, 11l
do as your ladyship pleasces.

Lapy Teaz. [Aside.] I am surprised Mr., Surface should
sit down with her ; I thought he would have embraced this
opportunity of speaking to me before Sir Peter came.

Mgrs. Can. Now, I'll die, but vou are so scandalous, I'll
forswear your society.

Lapy TeAz. What’s the matter, Mrs. Candour ?

Mgrs. Can. They'll not allow our friend Miss Vermilion
to be handsome.

Lapy SxEER. Oh, surcly she is a pretty woman.

Cras. T am very glad you think so, ma’am.

Mrs. CaN. She has a charming fresh color.

Labpy TeEaz. Yes, when it is fresh put on.

Mrs. CAnN. Oh, fie! Tl swear her color is natural: I
have scen it come and go'!

Lapy Teaz. T dare swear you have, ma’am : it goes off
at night, and comes again in the morning.

SIr BeEN.  True, ma’am, it not only comes and goes ; but,
what’s more, egad, her maid can fetch and carry it !
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SHERIDAN'S THE SCHOOL IFOR SCANDAL

Mgrs. Cax. Hal!l ha!l bha! how T hate to hear vou talk
so! But surcly, now, her sister is, or was, very handsome.

CraB. Who? Mrs. IEvergreen? O Lord! she’s six-and-
fifty if she’s an hour!

Mgrs. CAN.  Now positively you wrong her ; fifty-two or
fifty-three is the utmost — and T don’t think she looks more.

Sk Bex, Ah! there’s no judging by her looks, unless
one could see her face.

Lapy Sxeer.  Well, well, if Mrs, Evergreen docs take
some pains to repair the ravages of time, you must allow
she effects it with great ingenuity ; and surely that’s better
than the careless manner in which the widow Ochre calks her
wrinkles.

SIR BEN. Nay, now, Lady Snecrwell, you are severe
upon the widow. Come, come, ’tis not that she paints so
ill — but, when she has finished her face, she joins it on so
badly to her neck, that she looks like a mended statue, in
which the connoisseur may see at once that the head is
modern, though the trunk’s antique.

CraB. Ha! ha! ha! Well said, nephew!

Mrs. Can. Ha!lha! ha! Well, you make me laugh ; but
I vow I hate you for it. What do you think of Miss Simper ?

Sir BexN. Why, she has very pretty teeth.

Lapy Teaz. Yes:; and on that account, when she is
neither speaking nor laughing (which very seldom happens),
she never absolutely shuts her mouth, but leaves it always
ajar, as it were — thus. [Shows her tecth.]

Mrs. Can.  How can you be so ill-natured ?

Lapy Teaz. Nay, I allow even that’s better than the
pains Mrs. Prim takes to conceal her losses in front.  She
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SHERIDAN’S THE SCHOOL FOR SCANDAL

draws her mouth till it positively resembles the aperture
of a poor’s-box, and all her words appear to slide out edge-

wise, as it were—thus: [Mimics.] How do you do, madam?

Yes, madam.

Lapy Sxerr. Very well, Lady Teazle ; 1 sce you can be
a little severe.

Lapy Teaz. In defense of a friend it is but justice. But
here comes Sir Peter to spoil our pleasantry.

Enter SIR PETER TEAZLE

Sir PeT. Ladics, your most obedient. — [Aside.] Merey
on me, here is the whole set | a character dead at every
word, I suppose.

Mrs. Can. I am rejoiced you are come, Sir Peter. They
have been so censorious — and Lady Teazle as bad as any
one.

Sir Per. That must be very distressing to you, indeed,
Mrs. Candour.

Mrs. Cax.  Oh, they will allow good qualitics to nobody ;
not even good nature to our friend Mrs. Pursy.

Lapy Teaz. What, the fat dowager who was at Mrs.
Quadrille’s last night ?

Mrs. Cax.  Nay, her bulk is her misfortune ; and, when
she takes so much pains to get rid of it, you ought not to
reflect on her.

Lapy Sveer. That’s very true, indeed.

Lapy Traz. Yes, I know she almost lives on acids and
small whey ; laces hersclf by pulleys; and often, in the
hottest nocn in summer, you may sce her on a little squat
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SHERIDAN’S THE SCHOOL FOR SCANDAL

Lapy Teaz. Nay, I vow Lady Stucco is very well with
the dessert after dinner ; for she’s just like the I'rench fruit
one cracks for mottocs — made up of paint and proverb.

Mgs. Can.  Well, I will never join in ridiculing a friend ;
and so I constantly tell my cousin Ogle, and you all know
what pretensions she has to be critical on beauty.

Crap. O, to be sure! she has herself the oddest coun-
tenance that ever was seen ; ‘tis a collection of features from
all the different countries of the globe.

Sk Bex.  So she has, indeed — an Irish front —

Crab. Caledonian locks —

Sir Bex. Duteh nose —

CraB.  Austrian lips —

Sir Ben. Complexion of a Spaniard —

CraAB. And teeth 4 la Chinoise —

SirR BEN. In short, her face resembles a fable d’hdte at
Spa — where no two guests are of a nation —

CraB. Or a congress at the close of a general war —
wherein all the members, even to her cyes, appear to have a
different interest, and her nose and chin are the only parties
likely to join issuc.

Mrs. Can. Ha!ha!ha!

Sir Prr1. [Aside] Mercy on my life!-—a person they
dine with twice a week !

Mrs. Can.  Nay, but I vow you shall not carry the laugh
off so — for give me lrave to say, that Mrs. Ogle —

Sir PeT.  Madam, madam, T beg your pardon — there’s
no stopping these good gentlemen’s tongues.  But when 1
tell you, Mrs, Candour, that the lady they are abusing is a
particular friend of mine, T hope you'll not take her part.
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SHERIDAN'S THIEE SCHOOL FOR SCANDAL

Lapy Teaz. Nay, I vow Lady Stucco is very well with
the dessert after dinuer ; for she’s just like the French fruit
one cracks for mottoes — made up of paint and proverb.

Mgrs. Cax.  Well, T will never join in ridiculing a friend ;
and so I constantly tell my cousin Ogle, and you all know
what pretensions she has to be critical on beauty.

CraB.  Oh, to be sure! she has herself the oddest coun-
tenance that ever was seen; 'tis a collection of features from
all the different countries of the globe.

Sir BEN.  So she has, indeed — an Irish front —

CraB. Caledonian locks —

Sk BEN.  Dutch nose —

CraB.  Austrian lips —

Sk Bex. Complexion of a Spaniard —

CraB.  And tecth & la Chinoise —

Sir BEN. In short, her face resembles a talle d'hdte at
Spa — where no two guests are of a nation —

CraB. Or a congress at the close of a general war —
wherein all the mcmbers, even to her eyes, appear to have a
different interest, and her nose and chin are the only parties
likely to join issuc.

Mrs. Can. Ha'!lha!ha!

Sir PeT. [Aside]] Mercy on my life!— a person they
dine with twice a week !

Mrgs. Cax. Nay, but I vow you shall not carry the laugh
off so — for give me leave to say, that Mrs, Ogle —

Sir Prr. Madam, madam, T beg vour pardon — there’s
no stopping these good gentlemen's tongues,  But when 1
tell you, Mrs. Candour, that the lady they are abusing is a
particular fricnd of mine, T hope vou'll not take her part.
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SHERIDAN'S THE SCHOOL FOR SCANDAL

Lapy Sveer. Ha!l ha! ha! well said, Sir Peter! bu:
you are a cruel creature — too phlegmatic yourself for a jest,
and too peevish to allow wit in others.

Sir Prr.  Ah, madam, true wit is morc ncarly allied to
good nature than your ladyship is aware of.

Lapy TEaz. True, Sir Peter @ 1 believe they are so near
akin that they can never be united.

Sir BEN. Or rather, supposc them man and wife, because
one seldom sees them together.

Laby TeEaz. But Sir Peter is such an encmy to scandal,
I believe he would have it put down by Parliament.

Sir Per. ‘'Fore heaven, madam, if they were to consider
the sporting with reputation of as much importance as
poaching on manors, and pass an act for the preservation of
fame, as well as game, I believe many would thank them
for the bill.

Lapy Snegr. O Lud! Sir Peter; would you deprive us
of our privileges ?

Sir PET. Ay, madam; and then nc person should be
permitted to kill characters and run down rcputations, but
qualified old maids and disappointed widows.

Lapy SNEER.  Go, you monster !

Mrs. Can.  But, surely, you would not be quite so severe
on those who only report what they hear ?

Sk PET. Yes, madam, T would have law merchant for
them too ; and in all cases of slander currency, whenever the
drawer of the lie was not to be found, the injurcd parties
should have a right to come on any of the indorsers.

Crae. Well, for my part, 1 belicve there never was a
scandalous tale without some foundation.

G0
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LaDy SNeER, Come, ladies, shall we sit down to cards in
the next room ?

Enter SERVANT who whispers SIR PETER

Sir Per. I'll be with them dircetly, —(Exif SERVANT.)
[Aside.] Tl get away unperecived.

Lapy SNeer.  Sir Peter, you are not going to leave us?

Sik PET.  Your ladyship must excuse me; I'm called
away by particular business. But I leave my character
behind me. [Exit]

Sik BEN. Well — certainly, lady Teazle, that lord of
yours is a strange being: I could tell vou some stories of
him would make you laugh heartily if he were not your
husband.

Lapy Teaz. Obh, pray don’t mind that; come, do let's
hear them.

[Lxcunt all but JosEPIL SURFACE and MaR1A.]

Jos. Surr. Maria, I sce you have no satisfaction in this
society.

Mar. How is it possible I should ?  If to raise malicious
smiles at the infirmitics or misfortunes of those who have
never injured us be the provinee of wit or humor, Heaven
grant me a double portion of dullness !

Jos. Surr.  Yet they appear more ill-natured than they
arc ; they have no malice at heart.

Mar. Then is their conduct still more contemptible ; for,
in my opinion, nothing could excuse the intemperance of
their tongues but a natura! and uncontrollable bitterness of
mind.

G2
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SHERIDAN'S THEE SCHOOL FOR SCANDAL

Jos. Surr.  Undoubtedly, madam; and it has always
been a sentiment of mine, that to propagate a malicious
truth wantonly is more despicable than to falsify from
revenge.  But can you, Maria, feel thus for others, and be
unkind to me alone? Is hope to be denied the tenderest
passion ?

Mar.  Why will you distress me by renewing this subject ?

Jos. Suwr.  Ah, Maria! you would not trcat me thus,
and oppose your guardian, Sir Poter’s will, but that T sce
that profligate Charles is still a favored rival.

Mar. Ungencrously urged! But, whatever my senti-
ments are for that unfortunate young man, be assured I shall
not fcel more bound to give him up, because his distresses
have lost him the regard cven of a brother.

Jos. Surr. Nay, but, Maria, do not leave me with a
frown : by all that’s honest, I swear — [Kneels.)

Recnter 1.Apy TrEAzZLE Deliind

[Aside.] Gad’s life, here’s Lady Teazle, — [ Aloud to
Maria.]  You must not — no, you shall not — for, though 1
have the greatest regard for Lady Teazle —

Mar. lady Teazle!

Jos. Surr.  Yet were Sir Peter to suspect —

Lapy Teaz. [Coming forward.] What is this, pray? Docs
he take her for me 2 — Child, you are wanted in the next
room. — [Fxif Maria.]  What is all this, pray ?

Jos. Serr. Oh, the most unlucky circumstance in na-
1

ture ! Maria has somechow suspected the tender concern |

have for your happiness, and threatcned to acquaint Sir

o4
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Peter with her suspicions, and I was just endeavoring to
reason with her when you came in.

Lavy Teaz. Indeed! but you scemed to adopt a very
tender mode of reasoning —do you usually argue on vour
knces ?

Jos. Surr. Oh, she’s a child, and I thought & little
bombast — But, Lady Teazle, when are you to give me your
judgment on my library, as you promised ¢

Lavy Teaz. No, no; I begin to think it would be im-
prudent, and you know I admit you as a lover no farther
than fashion requires.

Jos. Surr.  True —a mere Platonic cicisbeo, what cvery
wife is entitled to.

Lapy Traz. Certainly, one must not be out of the
fashion. However, I have so many of my country preju-
dices left, that, though Sir Peter’s ill humor may vex me
ever so, it never shall provoke me to —

Jos. Surr. The only revenge in your power. Well, ]
applaud your moderation.

Laby TEaz. Go— you are an insinuating wretch ! But
we shall be missed — let us join the company.

Jos. Surr, But we had best not return together.

Laby Teaz. Well, don’t stay ; for Maria shan’t come to
Lear any more of your reasoning, I promise you. [Exit)]

Jos. Surr. A curious dilemma, truly, my polifics have
run me intc ! T wanted, at first, only to ingraticte mysclf
with TLady Teazle, that she might not be my cuemy with
Maria ; and T have, T don't know how, become her serious
lover,  Sincercly I begin to wish T lad never made such a

point of gaining so very good a character, for it has led me
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SHERIDANS THI: SCHOOL TFOR SCANDAL
into so many cursed rogucries that I doubt I shall be exposed
at last. PLvid ]
Scexe II1
A Room in SIR PETER TrazLe's House
Enter SIR OLIVER SURFACE and ROWLEY

SiR Orrv. Ha! ha! ha! so my old friend is married,
hey?
that he should have stood bluff to old bachelor so long, and

a young wife out of the country. Ha! ha! ha!

sink into a husband at last !

Row. But you must not rally him on the subject, Sir
Oliver ; ’tis a tender point, [ assure you, though he has been -
married only seven months,

Sir Oriv.  Then he has been just half a year on the stool
of repentance ! — Poor Peter!  But you say he has entirely
given up Charles — never sves him, hey ?

Row. His prejudice against him is astonishing, and I am
sure greatly increased by a jealousy of him with Lady Teazle,
which he has industriously been led into by a scandalous
society in the neighborhood, who have contributed not a
little to Charles’s ill name.  Whereas the truth is, I believe,
if the lady is partial to cither of them, his brother is the
favorite.

Sk Ouiv. Ay, I know there are a set of malicious, prat-
ing, prudent gossips, both male and female, who murder
characters to kill time, and will rob a young fcllow of his
good name before he has years to know the value of it.  Bat
I am not to be prejudiced against my nephew by such, 1
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promisc you © No, no; if Chatles has done nothing false or
mean, I shall compound for his extravagance.,

Row. Then, my life on't, you will reclaim him.  Ah, sir,
it gives me new life to find that vow beart is not turned
against him, and that the son of my good old master has
one friend, however, left,

SirR Orrv.  What ! shall T forget, Master Rowley, when |
was at his years myself 7 Egad, my brother and T were
neither of us very prudent youths; and vet, I believe, you
have not secen many better men than vour old master was?

Row. Sir, ’tis this reflection gives me assurance that
Charles may yet be a credit to his family.  But here comes
Sir Peter. :

Stk Ornrv.  Egad, <o he dovs ! Mevey on me ! he's greatly
altered, and scems to have o settled married look ! One
may read husband in his face at this distunce !

LEnter SIR PETER TEAZLE

Stk PET. Ha! Sir Oliver — my old fricnd ! Welcome to
England a thousand times !

Sir Orrv.  Thank you, thank you, Sir Peter ! and 1’ faith
I am glad to find you well, believe me

Sik Per. Oh! ’tis a long time since we met — fifteen
years, I doubt, Sir Oliver, and many a cross accident in the
time.

Sik Oriv. Ay, T have had my share. DBut, what! |
find you are married, hey, my old bov? Well, well, it
can’t be helped ; and so — T wish you jov with all my heart!

Sir Prr. Thank you, thank you, Sir Oliver.— Yes, I

oy
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SHERIDAN'S THIE SCHOOIL FOR SCANDAL

have entered into — the happy state; but we'll not talk of
that now.

Sir Ourv.  True, true, Sir Peter; old friends should not
begin on grievances at first mecting.  No, ne, no.

Row.  [dside o S1r Prrer]  Take care, pray, sir.

Sik Oy, Well, so one of my nephews is a wild rogue,
hey ?

Sir Per. Wild! Ah! My old friend, I grieve for your
disappointment there ; he's a lost young man, indeed. How-
ever, his brother will make you amends ; Joseph is, indeed,
what a youth should be — everybody in the world speaks

well of him.

Sir Oviv. I am sorry to hear it; he has too good a
character to be an honest fcllow,  Evervbody speaks well of
him! Psha! then Lie has bowed aslow to knaves and fools
as to the honest dignity of genius and virtue.

Sir Prr. What, Sir Oliver! do you blame him for not
making enemies ?

SirR Oriv.  Yes, if he has merit enough to deserve
them.

Sk Per. Well, well — you'll be convinced when you
know him. 'Tis edification to hear him converse; he pro-
fesses the noblest sentiments.

Sir Orrv.  Oh, plague of his sentiments! If he salutes
me with a scrap of morality in his mouth, T shall be sick
directly., But, however, don’t mistake me, Sir Petery 1
don’t mean to defend Charles’s errovs @ but, before T form my
judgment of cither of them, Tintend to make a trial of their
hearts ; and my friend Kowley and 1 have planned some-
thing for the purpose.,
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SHERIDAN’S THE SCHOOIL TFOR SCANDAL

Row. And Sir Peter shall own for once he has been
mistaken.

Stk Prt,  Oh, my life on Joseph's honor !

SIr Orniv. Well- - come, give us a bottle of good wine,
and we'll drink the lads” health, and tell you our scheme.

Sir Per. Allons, then !

Sk Onv. And don't, Sir Peter, be so severc against
your old friend’s son.  Odds myv life! 1 am not sorry that
he has run out of the course a little : for my part, I hate to
sce prudence clinging to the green suckers of yvouth ; 'tis like
ivy round a sapling, and spoils the growth of the tree.

[Exeunt.]
ACT THIRD
SceNe 1
A Room in Sir PeTER TEAZLE'S House
Enter Sk Teazie, Sik Oviver Surrach, asd ROWLEY

Sz Per. Well, then, we will sce this felloav first, and
have our wine afterwards., Dut how s this, Master
Rowley ? I don’t sec the jest of your scheme.

Row. Why, sir, this Mr. Stanley, whoem I was speaking
of, is nearly related to them by their mother.  He was once
a merchant in Dublin, but has been rouined by a series of
undeserved misfortunes. He has applicd, by letter, since his
confinement, both to Mr. Surface and Charles: from the
former he has received nothing but cvasive promises of
future service, while Charles has dene all that his extrava-
gance has left him power to do: and he is, at this time,
endeavoring to raise a sumi of money, part of which, in the
midst of his own distresses, I know he intends for the service
of poor Stanley.
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SHERIDAN'S THLE SCHOOI. FOR SCANDAL

Sik Ourv. Ah! he is my brother’s son.

Stk Prr. Well, but how is Sir Oliver personally to —

Row. Why, sir, T will inform Charles and his brother
that Stanley has obtained permission to apply personally to
his friends ; and, as they have neither of them ever seen
him, let Sir Oliver assume his character, and he will have a
fair opportunity of judging, at least, of the bencvolence of
their dispositions : and believe me, sir, vou will find in the
youngest brother one who, in the midst of foliv and dissipa-
tion has still, as our immortal bard expresses it, —

“a heart to pity, and a hand, i
Open as day, for melting charity.”

Sk Per. Psha! What signifies his having an open hand
or purse cither, when he has nothing left to give 7 Well
well, make the triad, if you please. But where is the fellow
whom you brought for Sir Oliver to examine, relative to
Charles’s affairs ?

Row. Below, waiting his commands, and no onc can give
him better intelligence. — This, Sir Oliver, 1s a friendly Jew,
who, to do him justice, has done everything in his power to
bring vour nephew to a proper sense of his extravagance.

Sir Per. Pray let us have him in.

Row. [Calls fo ServanT.] Desire Mr. Moses to walk
upstairs.

Sk Per. But, pray, why should vou suppose he will
speak the truth ?

Row. Oh, I have convinced him that he has no chance
of recovering certain sums advanced to Charles but through
the bounty of Sir Oliver, who he knows 1s arrived ; so that
you may depend on his fidelity to his own interests. 1 have
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SHERIDAN'S THE SCHOOL TFOR SCANDAL

also another evidence in my power, one Snake, whom 1 have
detected in a matter hittle short of forgery, and shall shortly
produce to remove some of your prejudices, Sir Peter, rela-
tive to Charles and Lady Teazle.
Sir PETER. I have heard too much on that subject.
Row. Here comes the honest Israclite.

Enter Moses

—— This is Sir Oliver.

Stk Orwv. Sir, T understand you have lately had great
dealings with my nephew Charles.

Mos.  Yes, Sir Oliver, T have done all T could for him;
but he was ruined before he came to me for assistance.

Stk Ourv. That was unlucky, truly; for you have had
no opportunity of showing your talents.

Mos. None at all ; T hadn’t the pleasure of knowing his
distresses till he was some thousands worse than nothing.

SiIrR Orrv.  Unfortunate, indeed! But I suppose you
have done all in your power for him, honest Moses ?

Mos.  Yes, he knows that.  This very cvening T was to
have brought him a gentleman from the city, who does not
know him, and will, T believe, advance him some money.

Sir Prr.  What, one Charles has never had money from
before ?

Mos.  Yes, Mr. Preminm, of Crutched Friars, formerly a
hroker.

Stk PeET. Egad, Sir Oliver, o thought strikes me! —
Charles, you say, docs not know Mr. Premium ?

Mos. Not at all,

Sk Per. Now then, Sir Oliver, you may have a better

78
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SHERIDAN'S THE SCHOOL FOR SCANDAL

opportunity of satisfying yourself than by an old romancing
tale of a poor relation @ go with my friend Moses, and repre-
sent Premium, and then, T'll answer for it, you'll see your
nephew in all his glory.

Sk Ovrv,  IEgad, T like this idea Dbetter than the other,
and I may visit Joseph afterwards as old Stanley.

Sik PeT. True — so you may.

Row. Well, this is taking Charles rather at a disadvan-
tage, to be sure.  However, Moses, you understand  Sir
Peter, and will be faithful ?

Mos.  You may depend upon me. — [Looks at his watch.]
This is near the time I was to have gone.

Stk Oy, I'll accompany you as soon as you please,
Moses — But hold! I have forgot one thing — how the
plague shall I be able to pass for a Jew ?

Mos.  There’s no need — the principal is Christian,

SR Ortv. Ishe? I'm very sorry to hear it. But, then
again, an’t I rather too smartly dressed to look like a moncey
lender ?

Sir PET. Not at all; "twould not be out of character, if
you went in your own carriage

Mos. Not in the least.

Stk Ortv. Well, but how must I talk ; there’s certainly
some cant of usury and mode of treating that I ought to know.

would it, Moses ?

SirR PeT. Oh, therd’s not much to learn. The great
point, as I take it, is to be exorbitant cnough in your de-
mands. Hey, Moses ?

Muos.  Yes, that’s a very great point.

swe Orrv, 'l answer for't T not be wanting in that.
I'll ask him eight or ten per cent on the loan, at least.

S0
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Mos. If you ask him no more than that, you'll be dis-
covered immediately.

Sir Oriv.  Hey ! what, the plague ! how much then ?

Mos.  That depends upon the circumstances.  If he ap-
pears not very anxious for the supply, vou should require
only forty or fifty per cent; but if you find him in great
distress, and want the moneys very bad, you may ask double,

Sik Per. A good honest trade you're learning, Sir
Oliver !

Sir Orrv. Truly, I think so

Mos.  Then, you know, yon haven’'t the monevs yourself,

and not unprofitable.

but are forced to borrow them for him of a friend.

Sir Orrv. Ol! T borrow it of a friend, do I7?

Mos.  And your friend is an unconscionable dog : but vou
can’t help that.

Sir Oriv. My friend an unconscionable dog, is he ?

Mos.  Yes, and he himself has not the moneys by him, but
1s forced to sell stock at a great loss,

Sir Orrv.  He is foreed to sl stock at a great loss, is he?
Well, that’s very kind of him.

Sirk PeT. T faith, Sir Oliver — Mr., Premium, I mean —
you'll soon be master of the trade.  But, Moses | would not
you have him run out a little against the Annuity Bill ?
That would be in character, I should think.

Mos.  Very much.

Row. And lament that a young man now must be at
years of discretion before he is suffered to rnin himself ?

Mos. Ay, great pity !

Sik Per.  And abuse the public for allowing merit to an
act whose only object is to snatch misfortune and imprudence
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SHERIDAN'S THIZ SCHOOL FOR SCANDAL

from the rapacious gripe ot usury, und give the minor a
chance of inheriting his estate without being undone by
coming into possession.

SIR OLIv. So, so— Moses shall give me further instrue-
tions as we go together.

Sik PrT. You will not have much time, for your nephew
lives hard by,

Sir Oriv. Oh, never fear! . my tutor appears so able,
that though Charles lived in the next street, it must be my
own fault if I am not a complete rogue before T turn the
corner. [Exrt with Mosgs.]

Sir PET.  So, now, I think Sir Oliver will be convineed :
you are partial, Rowley, and would have prepared Charles
for the other plot.

Row. No, upon my word, Sir Peter,

Sir PET. Well, go bring me this Snake, and I'll hear
what he has to say presently. T sce Maria, and want to
speak with her. — [Exit Rowrey.] T should be glad to be
convinced my suspicions of Lady Teazle and Charles were
unjust. I have never yet opened my mind on this subject to
my friend Joseph — T am determined T will do it — he will
give me his opinion sincerely.

I'nter MARIA
So, child, has Mr. Surface returned with you ?

MAR.  No, sir; he was engaged.

SR Pet. Well, Maria, do you not reflect, the more you
converse with that amiable young man, what return his
partiality for you deserves ?

Mar. Indeed, Sir Peter, vour frequent importunity on
this subject distresses me extremely — you compel me to

<4
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declare that I know no man who has ever paid me a par-
ticular attention whom I would not prefer to Mr. Swiface.

Sik PET. So—lere’s perverseness ! No, no, Maria, 'tis
Charles only whom you would profer. "Tis evident his vices
and follies have won your heart,

Magr. This is unkind, sir.  You know I have obeyed you
in neither secing nor corresponding with him : T have heard
cnough to convinee me that he is unworthy my regard. Yet
I cannot think it culpable, if, while my understanding
severely condemns his vices, my heart suggests some pity
for his distresses,

Sir Per. Well, well, pity him as much as you please ;
but give your heart and hand to a worthicr object,

Mar. Never to his brother!

SiR Pet. Go, perverse and obstinate ! But take care,
madam ; you have never yet known what the authority of a
guardian is : don't compel me to inform yvou of it.

Mar. I can only say, you shadl not have just reason.
"Tis true, by my father’s will, I am for a short period bound
to regard you as his substitute ; but must cease to think you
so, when you would compel me to be miscerable. [Fxil]

Sir PET. Was ever man so crossed as I am, evervthing
conspiring to fret me! I had not been involved in matri-
mony a fortnight, before her father, a hale and hearty man,
died, on purpose, 1 believe, for the pleasure of plaguing me
with the care of his daughter. - [Lapy Teazre sings without.]
But here comes my helpmate ! She appears in great good
humor.  How happy I should be if T could tease her into

loving me, though but a little!
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SHERIDAN'S THE SCHOOL FOR SCANDAL

Enter 1Lapy TeszLE

Lavy Traz. Lud! Sir Peter, T hope you haven’t been
quarrcling with Marta? It is not using me well to be ill-
humored when T am not by,

Stk PeT. Al Lady Trazle, you might have the power to
make me good-humored at all times,

Lapy Traz, ©Tamsure Iwish I had; for T want you to
be in a charming sweet temper at this moment. Do be good-
humored now, and let me have two hundred pounds, will
you ?

Sk Prr.  Two hundred pounds ; what, an’t T to be in a
good humor without paving for it! But speak to me thus,
and 1’ faith there’s nothing I could refuse vou.  You shall
have it ; but scal me a bond for the repayment.

Lapy Teaz. Oh, no — there — my note of hand will do
as well. [Offering her Tand.]

Sz Per.  And you shall no longer reproach me with not
giving you an independent scttlement. T mean shortly to
surprise you : but shall we always live thus, hey ?

Lapy TeEaz. If yvou please. I'm sure I don't care how
soon we leave off quarrcling, provided you'll own you were
tired first,

Sik Prr. Well — then let our future contest be, who shall
be most obliging.

Lapby Teaz. T assure you, Sir Peter, good nature becomes
you. You look now as vou did before we were married, when
you used to walk with me under the elms, and tell me storics
or what a gallant you were in your youth, and chuck me
under the chin, yvou would ; and asked me if T thought 1
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SHERIDAN'S THE SCHOOL FFOR SCANDAL

could love an old fellow, who would deny me nothing —
didn’t yon ?

Sik PeT.  Yes, yes, and you were as kind and attentive —

Lapy Traz. Ay, so I was, and would always take your
part, when my acquaintance used to abuse yow, and turn
you into ridicule,

Sir PeT.  Indecd!

Lapy Teaz. Ay, and when my cousin Sophy has called
you a stiff, peevish old bachelor, and laughed at me for
thinking of marrying onc¢ who might be my father, T have
always defended you, and said, I didn’t think you so ugly by
any means.

Sir Per. Thank you.

Lapy Traz. And T dared say youw'd make a very good
sort of a husband.

Sir Per.  And you prophesied right ; and we shall now be
the happiest couple —

Lapby Teaz.  And never differ again ?

Sir PET. No, never ! — though at the same time, indeed,
my dear Lady Teazle, you must watch vour temper very
seriously ; for in all our littde quarrels, my dear, if you
recollect, my love, vou always began first,

Lapy Traz. T beg vour pardon, my dear Sir Peter: in-
deed, you always gave the provocation,

Sir Prr. Now see, my angel!  Take care— contradict-
ing isn’t the way to keep [riends.

Lapy Traz,  Then don’t vou begin it, my love)

Stk Prr. There, now ! you — you are going on,  You
don’t pereeive, my life, that you are just doing the very
thing which ven know always makes me angry.
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SHERIDAN’S THE SCHOOL FOR SCANDAL

Lapy Teaz. Nay, you know, if you will be angry with-
out any reason, my dear —

Sirk PET.  There ! now you want to quarrel again,

Lapy TEaz. No, I'm sure I don't ; but, if you will be so
prevish —

Sirk PET.  There now ! who begins first ?

Lapy Teaz. Why, vou, to be swre. T said nothing —
but there’s no bearing your temper.

Stk PET. No, no, madam: the fault’s in your own
temper.

Lapy Teaz. Ay, you arc just what my cousin Sophy
said you would be.

Sik PET. Your cousin Sophy is a forward, impertinent
gYpPsy- :

Lapy TEAzZ. You arc a great bear, I'm sure, to abuse my
relations.

Sk PET. Now may all the plagues of marriage be doubled
on me, if ever I try to be friends with you any more

Lapy Teaz. So much the better,

SR PET. No, no, madam : 'tis evident you never cared a
pin for me, and I was a madman to marry you-—a pert,
rural coquette, that had refused half the honest squires in
the neighborbood !

Laby Teaz. And I am sure I was a fool to marry vou—
an old dangling bachelor, who was single at fiftv, only be-
cause he never could meet with any one who would have
him.

Stk PET. Ay, ay, midam ; but you were pleased enough
to listen to me @ you never had such an offer before,

Lapy Teaz. No! didn't I refuse Sir Tivy Terrier, who
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SHERIDAN’'S THE SCHOOIL FOR SCANDAL

everybody said would have been a better match? for his
estate is just as good as yours, and he has broken his neck
since we have been married.

Sir Per. T have done with you, madam! You are an
unfecling, ungrateful — but there’s an end of everything. I
believe you capable of everything that is bad.  Yes, madam,
I now belicve the reports relative to you and Charles,
madam. Yes, madam, you and Charles are, not without
grounds —

Lapy Teaz. Take care, Sir Peter! you had better not
insinuate any such thing! TI’ll not be suspected without
cause, I promise you.

Sir PET. Very well, madam! very well!l A separate
maintenance as soon as you please.  Yes, madam, or a
divorce ! I’ll make an example of myself for the benefit of
all old bachelors,  Let us separate, madam,

Lapy Teaz. Agreed! agreed! And now, my dear Sir
Peter, we are of amind once more, we may be the happiest
couple, and never differ again, you know: ha! ha! ha!
Well, you are going to be in a passion, I sce, and 1 shall
only interrupt vou— 50, bye ! bye! [Exit]

SIR PET. Plagues and tortures! can’t T make her angry
cither! Ohy I am the most miserable fellow ! But Tl not
bear her presuming to keep her temper: no! she may break
my heart, but she shan’t keep her temper. [Exit]

SCENE II
A Room in CHARLES SURFACE’s House

Enter Trip, Moses, and SIR OLIVER SURFACE

Trip.  Here, Master Mosestif you'll stay a moment I'll
try whether — what’s the gentloman’s name ?
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SHERIDAN’S THE SCHOOL FOR SCANDAL

SIR Onrv.  [Aside fo Mosrs.] Mr. Moses, what is my
name ?

Mos. Mr. Premium.

Trre.  Premium — very well. [Exit, taking snuff.]

Sir Ourv.  To judge by the servants, one wouldn’t believe
the master was ruined. But what ! — sure, this was my
brother’s house ?

Mos.  Yes, sir; Mr. Charles bought it of Mr, Joseph, with
the furniture, pictures, cte., just as the old gentleman left it.
Sir Peter thought it a piece of extravagance in him.

Sir Oriv.  In my mind, the other’s cconomy in selling it
to him was more reprehensible by half.

Reénter TRIP

Trir. My master says you must wait, gentlemen : he has
company, and can't speak with you yet.

Stk Oriv. If he knew who it was wanted to sce him,
perhaps he would not send such a message.

Trip.  Yes, yes, sir; he knows you are here — T did not
forget little Premium @ no, no, no.

SR Oriv. Very well ; and I pray, sir, what may be your
name ?

Trrp.  Trip, sir; my name is Trip, at your service.

Sk Ovrve Well, then, My, Trip, vou have a pleasant sort
of place here, I guess ?

Trip.  Why, yes — here are three or four of us pass our
time agreeably enough ; but then our wages are sometimes a
little in arrear — and not wvery great either— but fifty
pounds a year, and find our own bags and bouquets.
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SHERIDAN’S THE SCHOOL FOR SCANDAL

Sir Orrv.  [Aside.] Bags and bouquets! halters and
bastinadoes.

Trip.  And apropos, Moses, have you been able to get me
that little bill discounted ?

Sik Oriv. [dside] Wants to raise money too l—mercy
on me!  Has his distresses too, I warrant, like a lord, and
affects ereditors and duns.

Mos., "Twas not to be done, indeed, Mr. Trip.

Trir.  Good lack, you surprise me ! My friend Brush has
indorsed it, and T thought when he put his name at the back
of a bill "twas the same as cash.

Mos. No, 'twouldn’t do.

Trip. A small sum-—but twenty pounds. Hark’ee,
Moscs, do you think you couldn’t get it me by way of an-
nuity ?

Stk Outy. [Aside.] An annuity! ha! ha!a footman raise
money by way of annuity ! Well done, luxury, egad !

Mos. Well, but you must insurc your place.

Trir. Oh, with all my heart! Tl insure my place, and
my life too, if you please,

Stk Ornrv.  [Aside.] Tts more than T would your neck.

Mos. DBut is therc nothing you could deposit ?

Trir.  Why, nothing capital of myv master’s wardrobe has
dropped lately ; but I could give you a mortgage on some of
his winter clothes, with cquity of redemption before Novem-
ber —or you shall have the reversion of the French
velvet, or a post-obit on the blue and silver;—these, I should
think, Moses, with a few pair of point ruffles, as a collateral
securily — hey, my littic fellow ?

Mos. Well, well, [Bell vings.]
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SHERIDAN’S THIZ SCHOOL FOR SCANDAL

Trip. Egad, T heard the bell ! T believe, gentiemen, 1
can now introduce you. Don’t forget the annuity, little
Moses ! This  way, gentlemen, I insure my place, vou
know.

SirR Oniv.  [Aside.] If the man be a shadow of the master,
this is the temple of dissipation indeed ! [Exeunt.]

Scexe II1
Another Room in the Same

CHARLES SURFACE, Sirk Harry BrapreEr, CARELESS, and
GENTLEMEN, discovered drinking.

Cuas. Surr.  “Fore heaven, “tis true ! — there’s the great
degeneracy of the age. Manv of our acquaintance have
taste, spirit, and politeness, but, plague on’t, they won't
drink.

Care. It is so, indeed, Charles! they give into all the
substantial luxuries of the table, and abstain from nothing
but wine and wit.  Oly, certainly socicty suffers by it intol-
crably ! for now, instead of the soctal spirit of raillery that
used to mantie over a glass of bright Burgundy, their con-
versation is become just like the Spawater they drink, which
has all the pertness and flatulency of champagne, without its
spirit or {lavor.

1 GENT. But what are they to do who love play better
than wine ?

CARg.  True! there’s Sir Harry dicts himself for gaming,

and is now under a hazard regimen.,
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SHERIDAN’S THE SCHOOL FOR SCANDAL

Cuas. SURF. Then he’ll have the worst of it. What!
you wouldn’t train a horse for the course by keeping him
from corn ? Tor my part, egad, T am never so successful as
when I am a little merry: let me throw on a bottle of
champagne, and I never lose.

ArL. Hey, what?

Care. At least T never feel my losses, which is exactly
the same thing.

2 GENT. Ay, that I believe.

Cras. StrRr.  And then, what man can pretend to be a
heliever in love, who is an abjurer of winc? '"Tis the test
by which the lover knows his own heart. Fill a dozen
bumpers to a dozen beauties, and she that floats at the top
is the maid that has bewitched you.

Care. Now then, Charles, be honest, and give us your
real favorite.

Cuas. Strr.  Why, T have withheld her only in compas-
sion to you. If I toast her, you must give a round of her
peers, which is impossible — on earth.

CARE. ONh! then we’ll find some canonized wvestals or
heathen goddesses that will do, T warrant!

Cras, Surr.  Here then, bumpers, you rogues ! bumpers !
Maria ! Maria! —

S1R Har. Maria who?

Cuas. Surr. Oh, damn the surname ! — "tis too formal
to be registered in Love’s calendar — Maria !

Arr. Maria!

Cuas. Surr.  But now, Sir Harry, beware, we must have
beauty superlative.
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Cari.  Nuy, never study, Sir Harry: we'll stand 0 the
toast, though your mistress should want an eye, and yon
know you have a song will excuse you.

Sik Har. IEgad, so I have! and I'll give him the song
instead of the lady.  [Sings.]

Here's to the maiden of bashful fifteen ;
Here's to the widow of fifty ;
Here’s to the Haunting extravagant quean,
And here’s to the housewife that’s thrifty.
Chorus.  Let the toast pass, —
Drink to the lass,
'l warrant she’ll prove an excuse for the glass.
Here's to the charmer whose dimples we prize ;
Now to the maid who has none, sir:
Here’s to the girl with a pair of blue eyes,
And here’s to the nymph with but one, sir,
Chorus.  Let the toast pass, cte.

Here’s to the maid with a bosom of snow :
Now to her that’s as brown as a berry :
Here’s to the wife with a face full of woe,
And now to the damsel that's merry.
Chorus. Tt the toast pass, ete.
For let "em be clumsy, or let “em be slim,
Young or ancient, I care not a feather ;
So fill & pint bumper quite up to the brim,
So fill up your glasses, nay, fitl to the brim,
And et us ¢’en toast them together.
Chorus.  Let the toast pass, etce.

ArL. Bravo! bravo!

Enter Trip, and whispers CHARLES SURFACE
Cnas. Surr.  Gentlemen, you must excuse me a little. —

Carcless, take the chair, will you ?
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SHERIDAN’S THE SCHOOL FOR SCANDAL

CARE. Nay, priythee, Charles, what now > This is one of
vour peerless beauties, I suppose, has dropped in by chance?

Cuas. Surr. No, faith! To tell you the truth, ’tis a
Jew and a broker, who are come by appointnient.

CARE. Oh, damm it ! let’s have the Jew in.

1 GENT. Ay, and the broker too, by all means.

2 GENT.  Yes, yos, the Jew and the broker.

Cias. Surr. Igad, with all my heart! — Trip, bid the
gentlemen walk in. — [Eadd Trip.] Though there's cne of
them a stranger, T can tell you.

Care.  Charles, let us give them some generous Burgundy,
and perhaps they’ll grow conscientious.

Cuas. Svrr.  Oh, hang 'em, no ! wine does but draw forth
a man’s natural qualities ; and to make them drink would
only be to whet their knavery.

Rednter TRIP, with Sk OLIVER SURFACE and MOSES

Cuas. Surr.  So, honest Moses ; walk in, pray, Mr. Pre-
mium — that’s the gentleman’s name, isn’t it, Moses ?

Mos.,  Yos, sr.

Cuas, Surr.,  Sct chairs, Trip. — Sit down, Mr. Premiunn
— Glasses, Trip. — [Trie gives chairs and glasses, and exil]
Sit down, Moses. — Comie, Mr. Premium, I'll give you a
sentiment ; here’s Success 1o usury I — Moses, fill the geatle-
man a bumper.

Mos.  Success to usury ! [Drinks.}

Care.  Right, Moses — usury is prudence and industry,
and deserves to succeed.

SirR Oniv.  Then here’s — All the success it deserves !

[Drinks.}
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SHERIDAN’S THE SCHOOL FOR SCANDAL

CARE. No, no, that won’t do! Mr. Premium, you have
demurred at the toast, and must drink it in a pint bumper.

1 GENT. A pint bumper, at least.

Mos. Oh. pray, sir, consider — Mr. Premium’s a gentle-
man.

CARE.  And therefore loves good wine.

2 GeENT. (Give Moses a quart glass — this is mutiny, and
a high contempt for the chair.

CARE. Hcere, now for’t! T'll sce justice done to the last
drop of my bottle.

Sir Oriv. Nay, pray, gentlemen-—1 did not  cxpect
this usage.

Cras. Surr.  No, hangit, you shan’t: Mr., Premium’s a
stranger.

Sir Oriv., [dside.] Odd! T wish I was well out of their
company',

Care, TPlague on ’em then! if they won't drink, we'll
not sit down with them.  Come, Harry, the dice are in the
next room. — Charles, vou'll join us when you have {inished
your business witih the gentlemen ?

Cuas. Surr. T willl T willl-—[Exeun! STR HARRY BUMPER
and GENTLEMEN ; CARELESS following.] Careless !

CARE. [Returning.] Well!

CHAs. Surr.  Perhaps T may want you.

CARE. Oh, you know I am always ready : word, note, or
bond, ’tis all the same to me. [Exil.]

Mos. Sir, this is Mr. Premium, a gentleman of the
strictest honor and sccrecy ; and always performs what he
undertakes. Mr. Premium, this is ——

Cuas. Surr. Psha! have done.  Sir, my friend Moses is

ios
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SHERIDAN'S THE SCHOOL FOR SCANDAL

a very honest fellow, but a little slow at expression: he'll
be an hour giving us our titles. Mr. Premium, the plain
state of the matter is this: I am an extravagant young
fellow who wants to borrow moncy; you I take to be a
prudent old fellow, who have got money to lend. I am
blockhead enough to give fifty per cent sooner than not have
it ; and you, I presume, are rogue enough to take a hundred
if you can get it. Now, sir, you sec we are acquainted at
once, and may proceed to business without further cere-
mony.

Stk Oriv.  Excceding frank, upon my word. 1 see, sir,
you arc not a man of many compliments.

Cuaas. Surr. Oh, no, sir! plain dealing in busincss I
always think best.

Sir Orrv. Sir, I like you the better for it. However,
you are mistaken in one thing ; I have no money to lend,
but T believe I could procure some of a friend ; but then he’s
an unconscionable dog. Isn’t he, Moses? And must scll
stock to accommodate you,  Mustn’t he, Moscs ?

Mos.  Yes, indecd! You know I always speak the truth,
and scorn to tell a lie !

Cuas. Surr. Right. People that speak truth generally
do. DBut these are trifles, Mr. Premium. What! I know
money isn’t to be bought without paying for’t !

Sir Onrv. Well, but what security could you give?
You have no land, I suppose ?

Cuas. SURF.  Not a mole-hill, nor 2 twig, but what's in
the boughpots out of the window !

Sk OLrv.  Nor any stock, I presume ?

Cuas. Surr. Nothing but live stock —and that’s only
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SHERIDAN'S THE SCHOOL TOR SCANDAL

a few pointers and ponies.  But pray, Mr. Premium, are you
acquainted at all with any of my connections ?

Sir Oriv.  Why, to say truth, I am.

Cuas. Surr.  Then you must know that I have a devilish
rich uncle in the East Indics, Sir Oliver Surface, from whom
T have the greatest expectations.

Sir Or1v.  That you have a wealthy uncle, T have heard ;
but how your expectations will turn out is more, I believe,
than you can tell,

Crras, Surr. Oh, no ! — there can beno doubt.  They tell
me I'm a prodigious favorite, and that he talks of leaving
me everything.

Sir Oriv.  Indeed! This is the first I've heard of it.

CHAs. Surr.  Yes, yes, ‘tis just so. Moses knows ’tis
true ; don’t you, Moscs ?

Mos. Oh, yes! I'll swear to’t.

Sir Oriv. [dside] Egad, they’ll persuade me presently
I'm at Bengal.

Cias. Svrr. Now T propose, Mr. Premium, if it’s agree-
able to vou, a post-obit on Sir Oliver's life : though at the
same time the old fellow has been so liberal to me, that T
give you my word, I should be very sorry to hear that any-
thing had happened to him.

Stk Orv. Not more than | should, T assure you. But
the bond you mention happens to be just the worst sceurity
you could offer me—for I might live to a hundred and never
sec the principal.

Ciuas. Serr. Ol ves, vou would ! the moment Sir Oliver
dies, you know, you would come on me for the money.

Sie Orive Then T believe T should be the most unwel-
come dun you ever had in your life.
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SHERIDAN'S THE SCHOOI FOR SCANDAL

Cras. Suwrr. What! | suppose vou’re afraid that Sir
Oliver s too good o hie "

Sir Oy, No, indecd Tam not ) though T have heard he
is as hale and healthy as any wan of his vears in Christendom.

Cnas. Svry. There again, now, voa are misinformed.
No, no, the climate has hurt him considerably, poor uncle
Oliver. Yes, yes, he breaks apace, I'm told — and is so
much altered lately that his ncarest relations would not
know him.

Sik Orrv. No! Ha!ha!ha! so much altered Iately that
his nearest relations would not kiwow him! Ha! ha! ha!
egad—ha! ha! ha!

Cuas. Surr, Ha!ha!— yvoure glad to hear that, little
Premiam ?

Sir Oriv. No, no, I'm not.

Cras. Strr. Yes, ves, yvou arc—ha! ha! ha!—you
know that mends vour chance.

Sir Ovrv. But 'm teld Siv Oliver is coming over ; nay,
some say he is actnally arrived.

Cras. Svxe. Pxha! sure T must know better than you
whether he’s comie or not. No. no, rely on’t he’s at this
moment at Calcutta.  Tsn’t hie, Moses ?

Mos. Oh, ycs, certainly.

Sir Oriv. Very true, as you say, you must know better
than I, though I have it from pretty good authority. Have-
n’t T, Moses ?

Mos.,  Yes, mnost undoubted !

Sir Orvrv.  But, sir, as I understand you want a few
nundreds imuncediately, is there nothing you could dispose of ?

CHas. Sury. How do you mean ¢
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SHERIDAN’S THE SCHOOL FOR SCANDAL

Sir Ovrv. Tor instance, now, I have heard that your
father left behind him o great quantity of massy old plate,

CHas. Svwr. O Lud! that’s gone long ago.  Moses can
tell you how better than T can.

Sir Oviv. [dside.] Good lack! all the family racce-cups
and corporation-bowis ! — [ 1loud.] Then it was also sup-
posed that his library was one of the most valuable and
compact.

Cuas. SURF.  Yes, yes, so it was — vastly too much so
for a private gentleman. Tor my part, I was always of a
communicative disposition, so I thought it a shame to keep
so much knowledge to mysclf.

Sir Orniv.  [Aside.] Mercy upon me! learning that had
run in the family like an heir-loom ! — [L1/owd.]  Pray, what
are become of the books ?

Cuas. Surr. You must inquire of the auctioncer, Master
Premium, for I don’t believe even Moses can direct you.

Mos. I know nothing of books.

SIr Orrv. So, so, nothing of the family property left, I
suppose ?

Cuas. Surr.  Not much, indeed; unless you have a mind
to the family pictures. I have got a rvonm {ull of ancestors
above ; and if you have a taste for old paintings, egad, you
shall have 'em a bargain !

Sir Outv. Hey! What the devil! sure, you wouldn’t
sell your forcfathers, would you ?

Cuas. Surr.  Every man of them, to the best bidder.

Sir Oriv.  What! your great-uncles and aunts ?

Cuas. Surr. Ay, and my great-grandfathers and grand-
mothers too.
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SHERIDAN’S THE SCHOOL IFOR SCANDAL

SR Ourv, [Aside.] Now I give him up!— [Alond.}
What the plague, have you no bowels for yvour own kindred ?
Odds life ! do you take me for Shylock in the play. that you
would raise money of me on your own tlesh and blood ?

Cuas. Svxr. Nay, my little broker, don’t be angry:
what necd you care, if you have yvour moncy’s worth ?

SIR Ovrv. Well, I'll be the purchaser: I think I can
dispose of the family canvas.— [dside] Oh, T'll never
forgive him this ! never !

Recufer CARELESS

Care. Come, Charles, what keeps you?

Cuas, Svrr. I ean’t come yet,  D'faith, we are going to
have a sale above stairs ; here's little Premium will buy all
my ancestors !

Care.  Oh, burn your ancestors !

Citas. Surr.  No, he may do that afterwards, if he pleases
Stay, Carcless, we want you : egad, you shall be auctioncer—
so come along witl us.

Carr. Oh, have with you, if that’s the case. Ican
handle a hammer as well as a dice-box ! Going ! going !

Sk Oniv.  [Aside.] Oh, the profligates !

Cnas. Surr.  Come, Moses, you shall be appraiser, if we
want one. Gad’s life, little Premium, you don’t scem to like
the business ?

Stk Oniv. Oh, yes, IT'do, vastly! Hal hal ha! yes, ves,
I think it a rare joke to sell onc’s family by auction — ha!
ha!-—[Aside.] Oh, the prodigal i

Cuas. Surr. To be sure! when a man wants moncy,

s
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SHERIDAN'S THE SCHOOL FOR SCANDAL

where the plague should he get assistance, if he can’t make
free with hi< own relations ! [Exeunt.)
Sir Oriv.  T'll never forgive him ; never! never !

ACT 1V
SceENE 1
A Picture Room th CHARLES SURFACE’'S House

Euter CHARLES SURFACE, SIR OLIVER SURFACE, MOSES,
and CARELESS

Cias. Surr.  Walk in, gentlemen, pray walk in ; — here
they are, the family of tli Surfaces. up to the Conquest.

Sir Orv.  And, in my opinion, a goodly collection.

€Has. SURF. Ay, ay, these are done in the true spirit of
portrait painting; no volonliire grace or expression. Not like
the works of your modern Raphaels, who give you the
strongest resemblance, yet contrive to make your portrait
independent of vou ; so that you may sink the original and
not hurt the picture. No, no; the merit of these is the
inveterate likeness — all stiff and awkward as the originals,
and like nothing in human nature besides.

Sir Orrv.  Ah! we shall never sec such figures of men
again,

Cuas. SURr. I hope not. Well, you see, Master Premium,
what a domestic character I am; here I sit of an evening
surrounded by my family. DBut come, get to your pulpit,
Mr. Auctioncer; here’s an old gouty chair of my grand-
fatlier's will answer the purpose.
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SHERIDAN’S THE SCHOOIL FOR SCANDAL

Care. Ay, ay, this will do. But, Charles, T haven't a
hammer ; and what’s an auctioncer without his hammer ?

CHas. Surr.  Igad, that’s true.  What parchiment have
we here 7 Oh, our gencalogy in full. (Taking pedicree down.
Here, Carcless, you shall have no common bit of mahogany,
here’s the family tree for vou, you rogue! This shall be
vour hammer, and now you may knock down my ancestors
with their own pedigrec.

Sk Onrv. [Aside.] What an unnatnral rogue!—an cx
post faclo parricide !

CagE. Yes, yos, here’s a list of your generation indeed ;—
faith, Charles, this is the most convenient thing yvou could
have found for the business, for *twill not only serve as a
hammer, but a catalogue into the bargain.  Come, begin —

A-going, a-going, a-going

Cuas. Svrr.  Bravo, Careless!  Well, here’s my great-
uncle, Sir Richard Raveline, a marvelous good general in his
day, 1 assure you. He scrved in all the Duke of Marl-
borough’s wars, and got that cut over his eye at the battle
of Malplaquet. What say you, Mr. Premium ? look at him—
there’s a hero ! not cut out of his feathers, as your modern
clipped captains are, but enveloped in wig and reginuntals,
as a general should be.  What do you bid ?

Sir Orrv.,  [Aside to Moses.] Bid him speak.

Mos.  Mr. Premium would have vou speak.

Cuas. Surr. Why, then, he shall have him for ter
pounds, and I'm sure that’s not dear for a staff officer.

Sir Ourv. [dside.” Heaven deliver e 1 Iis famous uncle
Rivhard for ten pounds!— "Alod] Very well, sir, T take
him at that,
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Cuas. Surr. Careless, knock down my uncle Richard.--
Here, now, is a maiden sister of his, my great-aunt Dceborah,
done by Kneller, in his best manuner, and esteemed a very
formidable likeness. There she is, you see, a shepherdess
feeding her flock.  You shall have her for five pounds ten —
the sheep are worth the moncey.

Stk Oriv.  [Aside.] Ah! peor Deborah! a woman who
set such a value on hersell ! — [Alowd.|  Five pounds ten —
she’s mine,

Cuas. Surr. Knock down my aunt Deborah ! Here, now,
are two that werce a sort of cousins of theirs. — You sce,
Moses, these pictures were done some time ago, when beaux
wore wigs, and the ladics their own hair,

Sk OLwv, Yes, truly, headdresses appear to have been
a little lower in those days.

Cuas. Surr.  Well, take that couple for the same.

Mos. ’Tis a good bargain.

Cuas. Surr.  Carcless ! — This, now, is a grandfather of
my mother’s, a learned judge, well known on the western
circuit. — What do you rate him at, Moses ?

Mos. TIfour guineas.

Cuas, SUREP. Four guincas! Gad's life, you don’t bid
me the price of his wig. — Mr. Premium, you have more
respect for the woolsack 1 do let us knock his lordship down
at fifteen.

Sir Ontv. By all means.

Care. Gonel!

Cuas. Surr.  And there are two brothers of his, William
and Waller Blunt, Esquires, both members of Parliament,
and noted speakers; and, what's very extraordinary, I
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believe, this is the first time they were ever bought or sold.

Sir Orrv. That is very extraordinary, indeed! Tl take
them at your own price, for the honor of Parliament.

CarE. Well said, little Premium ! I’ll knock them down
at forty.

Cuas. Surr, Here’s a jolly fellow — I don’t know what
relation, but he was mayor of Norwich: take him at cight
pounds.

Sir Orrv. No, no; six will do for the mayor.

Cuas. Surr.  Come, make it guineas, and T’ll throw you
the two aldermen there into the bargain.

Sir Oriv. They’re mine.

Ciras. Surr.  Careless, knock down the mayor and alder-
men.  But, plague on’t! we shall be all day retailing in this
manner ; do let us deal wholesale @ what say you, little Pre-
mium ?  Give me threc hundred pounds for the rest of the
family in the lump.

CaRrE. Ay, ay, that will be the best way.

SR Ormv. Well, well, anything to accommodate you
they are mine. But there is one portrait which you have
always passed over.

Care.  What, that ill-looking little fellow over the
settee,

Sir Oriv. Yes, sir, I mean that; though T don’t think
him so ill-looking a little fellow, by any mecans.

Ciras. Surr.  What, that ? Ol that’s my uncle Oliver!
’twas donc before he went to India.

CARE.  Your uncle Oliver! Gad, then you'll never be
friends, Charles. That, now, to me, is as stern a looking
rogue as ever I saw; an unforgiving cye, and a damned
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disinheriting countenance ! an inveterate knave, depend on’t.
Don’t you think so, little Premium ?

Sir Oy, Upon my soul, sir, I donot; I think it is as
honest a looking face as any in the room, dead or alive. But
I suppose uncle Oliver goes with the rest of the lumber ?

Cuas. Surr. No, hang it! T'll not part with poor Noll.
The old fellow has been very good to me, and, cgad, I'll
keep his picture while I've a room to put it in.

Sir Oriv.  [dside.] The rogue’s my nephew after all 1 —
[4loud.] But, sir, I have somchow taken a fancy to that
picture.

Cuas. Surr. I’'m sorry for’t, for you certainly will not
haveit. Oons, haven’t you got enough of them ?

Sir Or1v. [dside.] I forgive him cverything ! — [dlond.]
But, sir, when I take a whim in my head, I don’t valuc
money. I'll give you as much for that as for all the rest.

Cuas. Surr. Don’t tease me, master broker; I tell you
T’ll not part with it, and there’s an end of it.

Sir Orty. [dAside] How like his father the dog is!—
[Aloud.] Well, well, T have done. —{Adside.] 1 did not
perceive it before, but I think I never saw such a striking
resemblance. — [Aloud.] Hereis a draft for your sum.

Cuas. Surr. Why, ’tis for cight hundred pounds !

Sir Orrv.  You will not let Sir Oliver go ?

Cuas. Surr. Zounds! no! T tell you, once more.

Sir Orrv.  Then never mind the diffcrence, we’ll balance
that another time. But give me your hand on the bargain
you are an honest fellow, Charles — I beg pardon, sir, for
being so free. — Come, Moses.

Cuias. SURF.  Egad, this is a whimsical old fellow ! — But
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hark’ee, Premium, vowll propare lodgings for these gentle-
men.

SIR Or1v. Yos, yes, I'll send for them in a day or two.

CHas. Surr. But hold ; do now send a genteel conveyance
for them, for, T assure you, they were most of them used to
ride in their own carriages.

Sir Oviv. I will, T will — for all but Oliver.

Cras. Surr. Ay, all but the little nabob.

Sir Orrv. You're fixed on that ?

CHas. Surr. Peremptorily.

Stk Onrv. [Aside.] A dear extravagant rogue ! — [ Aloud.]
Good day ! — Come, Moscs, — [lside.] Let me hear now
who dares call him protligate.  [Exef with Moses.]

Care. Why, this is the oddest genius of the sort T ever
met with !

Cuas. Surr. Egad, he’s the prinee of brokers, T think. I
wonder how the devil Moses got acquainted with so honest a
fellow. — Ha! here’'s Rowley. — Do, Careless, say I'll join
the company in a few moments.

CaARre. T will — but don’t let that old blockhead persuade
you to squander any of that moncy on old musty debts, or
any such nonsense ; for tradesmen, Charles, are the most
exorbitant fellows.

CHas. Surr.  Very true, and paying them is only encour-
aging them.

CAre.  Nothing else.

CHAS. SURF. Ay, ay, never fear. — [Exit CARELESS.] So!
this was an odd old fellow, indeed. Let me see, two thirds
of these five hundred aad thirty odd pounds are mine by
right. 'Fore hcaven! I find one’s ancestors arc more
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valuable relations than I took them for!— Ladics and gen-
tlemen, your most obedient and very grateful servant.
[Bows ceremoniously to the pictures.]

Enter RowLry

Ha'! old Rowley | egad, you are just come in time to take
leave of your old acquaintance.

Row. Yes, I heard they were a-going. But I wonder you
can have such spirits under so many distresses.

CHAS. SURF. Why, there’s the point | my distresses are
so many that I can’t afford to part with my spirits; but I
shall be rich and splenetic, all in good time. However, 1
suppose you are surprised that I am not more sorrowful at
parting- with so many ncar relations; to be sure, ’tis very
affecting, but you see they never move a muscle, so why
should I ?

Row. There’s no making you serious a moment.

Cuas. Surr. Yes, faith, T am so now. Here, my honest
Rowley, here, get me this changed directly, and take a
hundred pounds of it immediately to old Stanley.

Row. A hundred pounds! Consider only —

Cuas. Surr. Gad’s life, don’t talk about it! poor Stan-
ley’s wants are pressing, and, if you don’t make haste, we
shall have some one call that has a better right to the money.

Row. Ah! there’s the point ! I never will cease dunning
you with the old proverb —

CHas. SURF. Be just before you're generous. — Why, so
I would if I could ; but Justice is an old, hobbling beldame,
and I can’t get her to keep pace with Generosity, for the
soul of me.
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Row. Yet, Charles, believe me, onc hour’s reflection —

Cias. SURF. Ay, ay, it’s very true; but, hark’ee, Rowley,
while T have, by Heaven I’ll give ; so, damn your cconomy!
and now for hazard. [Exeunt.]

Scene IT
Another voom in the sawme
Enter SIR OLIVER SURFACE and MOSES

Mos. Well, sir, I think, as Sir Peter said, you have seen
Mr. Charles in high glory ; “tis great pity ie’s so extravagant.

Sir Oriv.  True, but he would not sell my picture.

Mos. And loves wine and women so much.

Sir Ortv.  But he would not scll my picture.

Mos. And games so deep.

Sik  Orrv, But he would not scll my picture. Oh,
here’s Rowley.

Enter RowLEy

Row. So, Sir Oliver, I find you have made a purchase —

Sir Oriv.  Yes, yes, our young rake has parted with his
ancestors like old tapestry.

Row. And here has hie commissioned me to redeliver you
part of the purchase moncy —1 mean, though, in your
neeessitous character of old Stanley. :

Mos. Ah! there is the pity of all ; he is so damned chari-
table.

Row. And I left a hosier and two tailors in the hall, who,
I'm sure, won’t be paid, and this hundred would satisfy
them,
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Sirk OvLiv. Well, well, T'll pay his debts, and his benevo-
Ience too.  But now I am no more a broker, and you shall
introduce me to the elder brother as old Stanley.

Row. Not yet awhile ; Sir Peter, T know, means to call
there about this time.

Enter Trip

Trre,  Oh, gentlemen, I beg pardon for not showing you
out ; this way — Moses, a word. [Extt with MosES.]

Sir Oriv.  There’s a fellow for you! Would you believe
it, that puppy intercepted the Jew on our coming, and
wanted to raise money before Le got to his master!

Row. Indeed!

Stk Orrv.  Yes, they are now planning an annuity
business. Al, Master Rowley, in my days servants were
content with the follies of their masters, when they were
worn a little threadbare ; but now they have their vices, like
their birthday clothes, with the gloss on, {Exeunt.]

SceNE JII

A Library 1 JOSEPH SURFACE’S House
Enfer JOSEPH SURFACE and SERVANT

Jos. Surr. No letter from Lady Teazle ?

SER. No, sir.

Jos. Surr. [Aside] 1 am surprised she has not sent, if
she is prevented from coming. Sir Peter certainly does not
suspect me.  Yet I wish I may not lose the heiress, through
the scrape T have drawn myself into with the wife; Low-
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ever, Charles's imprudence and bad character are great points
in my favor. [Knocking without ]

SER.  Sir, I believe that must be Lady Teazle.

Jos. Surr. Hold!  See whether it is or not, before you
go to the door: I have a particular message for you if il
should be my brother.

Ser. Tis her ladyship, sir; she always leaves her chair
at the milliner’s in the next street,

Jos. Surr. Stay, stay; draw that screcn before the
window — that will do; — my opposite neighbor 1s a maiden
lady of so curious a temper. — {SERVANT draws the screen,
and exit.} 1 have a difficult hand to play in this affair.
Lady Teazle has lately suspected my views on Maria; but
she must by no means be let into that sccret, — at least, till
I have her more in my powecr.

Enter Lapy TEAZLE

Lapy Teaz. What, sentiment in soliloquy now ? Have
you been very impatient? O Lud! don't pretend to look
grave. I vow I couldn’t come before.

Jos. Surr. O madam, punctuality is a species of con-
stancy very unfashionable in a lady of quality.

[Places chairs, and siis after LaDY TEAZLE Is scated.]

Lapy Teaz. Upon my word, you ought to pity me. Do
you know Sir Peter is grown so ill-natured to me of late, and
so Jealous of Charles too—that's the best of the story,
isn'tit?

Jos. Surr. [dside] T am glad my scandalous friends
keep that up.

Lapy Teaz. I am sure I wish he would lct Maria marry
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him, and then perhaps he would be convinced ; don’t you,
Mr. Surface ?

Jos. Surr. [Aside] Indeed I do not. —[Aloud.] Oh,
certainly I do! for then my dear Lady Teazle would also be
convinced how wrong her suspicions were of my having any
design on the silly girl.

Lapy Teaz. Well, well, I'm inclined to belicve you. But
isn’t it provoking, to have the most ill-natured things said of
one? And there’s my friend Lady Sncerwell has circulated
I don’t know how many scandalous tales of me, and all
without any foundation too ; that’s what vexes me.

Jos. Surr. Ay, madam, to be sure, that is the provoking
circumstance — without foundation ; yes, yes, there’s the
mortification, indeed ; for when a scandalous story is believed
against one, there certainly is no comfort like the conscious-
ness of having deserved it.

Lapy Teaz. No, to be sure, then I'd forgive their malice ;
but to attack me, who am really so innocent, and who
never say an ill-natured thing of anybody -— that is, of any
friend ; and then Sir Peter, too, to have him so pecvish, and
so suspicious, when I know the integrity of my own heart-—
indeed ’tis monstrous !

Jos. Surr. But, my dear Lady Teazle, ’tis your own
fault if you suffer it. When a husband entertains a ground-
less suspicion of his wife, and withdraws his confidence from
her, the original compact is broken, and she owes it to the
honor of her sex to endeavor to outwit him.

l.apy Teaz. Indeed! So that, if he suspects me without
cause, it follows, that the best way of curing his jealousy is
to give him reason for’t ?
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Jos. Surr. Undoubtedly — for vour husband should
never be deceived in you : and in that casc it becomes you to
be frail in compliment to his discernment,

Lapy Teaz. To be sure, what you say is very reasonable,
and when the consciousness of my innocence —

Jos. Surr.  Ah, my dear madam, there is the great mis-
take ! ’tis this very conscious innocence that is of the greatest
prejudice to you. What is it makes you negligent of forms,
and carcless of the world’s opinion? Why, the consciousncss
of your own innocence. What makes you thoughtless in
your conduct, and apt to run into a thousand little impru-
dences? Why, the consciousness of your own innocence.
What makes you impatient of Sir Peter’s temper, and
outrageous at his suspicions? Why, the consciousness of
your innocence.

Lapy Teaz. °Tis very true!

Jos. Surr. Now, my dear Lady Teazle, if you would but
once make a trifling faux pas, you can’t conceive how
cautious you would grow, and how ready to humor and agree
with your husband.

Laby Teaz. Do you think so?

Jos. Surr. Oh, I am sure on’t ; and then you would find
all scandal would cease at once, for—in short, your character
at present is like a person in a plethora, absolutely dying
from too much health.

Lapy Traz. So, so; then I perceive your preseription is,
that I must sin in my own defense, and part with my virtue
to preserve my reputation ?

Jos. Surr.  Exactly so, upon my credit, ma’am.
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Lapy Teaz. Well, certainly this is the oddest doctrine,
and the newest receipt for avoiding calumny !

Jos. Surr. An infallible one, believe me,  Prudence, like
experience, must be paid for.

Lapy Teaz. Why, if my understanding werc once con-
vinced —

Jos. Surr, Oh, certainly, madam, your understanding
should be convinced. Yes, yes-— Heaven forbid I should
persuade you to do anything you thought wrong. No, no,
I have too much honor to desire it.

Lapy Teaz. Don’t you think we may as well leave honor
out of the argument ? [Rises.)

Jos. Surr. Ah, the ill effects of your country education,
I sce, still remain with you.

Lapy Teaz. I doubt they do indeed ; and T will fairly
own to you, that if I could be persuaded to do wrong, it
would be by Sir Peter’s ill usage sooner than your honorable
logic, after all.

Jos. Surr. Then, by this hand, which he is unworthy
of — [Taking her /za,mi.].

Reénter SERVANT

"Sdeath, you blockhead — what do you want ?

SER. I beg your pardon, sir, but I thought you would not
choose Sir Peter to come up without announcing him.

Jos. Surr.  SIR Peter ! — Oons — the devil !

Lapy Teaz. Sir Peter! O Lud! I'm ruined! I'm ruined!

SER. Sir, ‘twasn’t I let him in.

Lapy Teaz. Oh! I'm quite undone! What will become
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of me? Now, Mr. Logic —Oh! merey, sir, he's on the
stairs — U’ll get behind here — and if ever I'm so imprudent
again — [Goes belind the screen.]

Jos. Surr. Give me that book.
[Sits down. SERVANT pretends to adjust his chair.

Inter S1IR PETER TEAZLE

Sik PeT. Ay, ever improving himsclf — Mr, Surface, Mr.
Surface — {Pats JOSEPH on the shoulder.)

Jos. Surr.  Oh, my dear Sir Peter, I beg your pardon. —
(Gaping, throws away the book.] 1 have been dozing overa
stupid book.  Well, I am much obliged to vou for this call.
You haven’t been here, T believe, since I fitted up this
room. Books, you know, are the only things I am a cox-
comb in.

SiIk PeT. 'Tis very neat indeed. Well, well, that’s
proper ; and you can make even your screen a source of
knowledge — hung, 1 perceive, with maps.

Jos. Surr.  Oh, yes, I find great use in that screen.

Sir PeT. I dare say you must, certainly, when you want
to find anything in a hurry.

Jos. Surr. [Aside] Ay, or to hide anything in a hurry
cither.

Stk PET. Well, T have a little private business —

Jos. Surr. [To Servaxnt,] You need not stay.

SEr. No, sir. [Exit.]

Jos. Surr. Here's a chair, Sir Peter — I beg —

Sir Per. Well, now we are alone, there is a subject, my
dear friend, on which I wish to unburden my mind to you—
a point of the greatest moment to my peace ; in short, my
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good friend, Lady Teazle's conduct of late has made me very
unhappy.

Jos. Surr. Indeed! T am very sorry to hear it.

Sir PeT. 'Tis but too plain she has not the least regard
for me ; but, what's worse, I have pretty good authority to
suppose she has formed an attachment to another,

Jos. Surr. Indeed! you astonish me!

Sk Per. Yes! and, between oursclves, I think I've dis-
covered thic person.

Jos. Surr. How! you alarm me exceedingly.

Stk Per. Ay, my dear friend, T knew you would sym-
pathize with me!

Jos. SUrr.  Yes, belicve me, Sir Peter, such a discovery
would hurt me just as much as it would you.

Sik PEr. I am convinced of it.  Ah! it is a happiness to
have a friecnd whom we can trust even with one’s family
secrets. But have you no guess who I mean ?

Jos. Surr. T haven’t the most distant idea. It can’t be
Sir Benjamin Backbite !

Sir PET. Oh, no! What say you to Charles ?

Jos. Surr. My brother ! impossible !

Sir Prt. Oh, my dear friend, the goodness of your own
heart misleads you.  You judge of others by yourself.

Jos. Svwr.  Certainly, Sir Peter, the heart that is con-
scious of its own integrity is ever slow to credit another’s
treachery.

Sir Per. True; but your brother has no sentiment —
you never hear him talk so.

Jos. Surr.  Yet I can’t but think Lady Teazle herself has
too much principle.
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Sir PrT. Ay ; but what is principle against the flattery
of a handsome, lively young fellow ?

Jos. Surr. That's very true.

Sir PET. And then, you know, the difference of our ages
makes it very improbable that she should have any great
affection for me ; and if she were to be frail, and T were to
make it public, why the town would only laugh at me, the
foolish old bachelor, who had married a girl.

Jos. Surr.  That's true, to be sure — they would laugh.

Sir Prr. Laugh! ay, and make ballads, and paragraphs,
and the devil knows what of me.

Jos. Surr, No, you must never make it public.

SirR PET. But then again—that the nephew of my old
friend, Sir Oliver, should be the person to attempt such a
wrong, hurts me more nearly.

Jos. Surr. Ay, there’s the point. When ingratitude
barbs the dart of injury, the wound has double danger in it.

SirR PeET. Ay-—1I, that was, in a manner, left his
guardian ; in whose house he had been so often entertained ;
who never in my life denied him — my advice !

Jos. Surr.  Oh, 'tis not to be credited! There may be
a man capable of such baseness, to be sure; but, for my
part, till you can give me positive proofs, I cannot hut
doubt it. However, if it should be proved on him, he is no
longer a brother of mine — I disclaim kindred with him:
for the man who can break the laws of hospitality, and
tempt the wife of his friend, deserves to be branded as the
pest of society.

SIR PET. What a difference there is between youl
What noble sentiments '

150



T

Pe A% mh iy, S A aEfE S e it g — M e
5 WG 0 R Y e R

A, IR YL

2 4 B B, AT S, IR 4 AL AR 25, B UL i
"f fie 5/"' B Al VNSRS E LRI 3 A
P 2200 K B AR K TRis £ R 0E
i‘.‘@ﬁ,}iﬂ ifé 7 — W 4 %W &

f-") ﬁ: ;}f i L“-jF/f‘ K R

A RN, SO T H B IR AR I& /A il
1?%&&Jlﬁf@ﬁﬂﬁﬁ*k

ff)fé._ A, 000 g B S BT LLSE AN O

PeAFENIE, WA — M EN KRB ERT

e R ‘i. id Bl R ?m;,"% Ei )| Y 'u‘ T,
g B M R EW S B R U J’ 1

8 155 i & I A% MY UR O
B WA, M —— WD A0 B GIE

T8 A T T T T R B0 48 A A TR R £ 30
4 — e 0y 3 5 ot

fff',fxg Lo e N L =l (1} i AT Eg"fﬁﬁtﬂ

So B0 AT AL e ST AR TR JE £ 8 A IR R
‘*Jffiiﬁ?ilﬂ/f\nu4\‘f§ﬁ 2 M O — B3 4

“mmﬁ@&4k&MRLT-&ﬁTm”
{5 B R A% — W A [oE AR Tk M T A am 0 B4k

LG A IE TS LR AAT (Rt E
Fr (O

(CESE TR 3 N7 N [ LR ¢ R O
17y i $1

151



SHERIDAN'S THE SCHOOL FOR SCANDAL

Jos. Strr. Yet T cannot suspect Lady Teazle’s honor.

Stk Per. T am sure I wish to think well of her, and to
remove all ground of quarrel between us,  She has lately
reproached me more than once with having made no settle-
ment on her ; and, in our last quarrel, she almost hinted that
she should not break her heart if I was dead. Now, as we
seem to differ in our ideas of expense, I have resolved she
shall have her own way, and be her own mistress in that
respect for the future ; and, if I were to die, she will find I
have not becn inattentive to her interest while living. Here,
my friend, are the drafts of two decds, which T wish to have
your opinion on. By one, she will ¢njoy cight hundred a
year independent while T live ; and, by the other, the bulk
of my fortune at my death.

Jos. Suvrr. This conduct, Sir Peter, is indeed truly
generous. — [Aside.] T wish it may not corrupt my pupil.

Sir PET.  Yes, I am determined she shall have no cause
to complain, though T would not have her acquainted with
the latter instance of my affection yet awhile.

Jos. Surr. [Aside] Nor I, if T could help it.

Sir PET. And now, my dear friend, if you please, we will
talk over the situation of your hopes with Maria,

Jos. Surr. [Softlv.] Oh, no, Sir Peter ; another time, if
you please.

SR PET. T am sensibly chagrined at the little progress
you secm to make in her affections.

Jos. Surr. [Soflv.] 1 beg you will not mention it.
What are my disappointments when yvour happiness is in
debate ! —{Aside.] 'Sdeath, I shall be ruined every way!

Sik PET.  And though you arc averse to my acquainting
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Lady Teazle with your passion, I'm sure she’s not your
enemy in the affair.

Jos. Surr. DPray, Sir Peter, now oblige me. T am really
too much affected by the subject we have been speaking of
to bestow a thought on my own concerns.  The man who is
intrusted with his friend’s distresses can never —

Relnter SERVANT

Well, sir ?

SERr.  Your brother. sir, is speaking to a gentleman in the
street, and says he knows you are within,

Jos. Surr. 'Sdeath, blockhead, I'm not within — I'm
out for the day.

Sir Pgr.  Stay — hold — a thought has struck me :— you
shall be at home.

Jos. Surr. Well, well, let him come up. {£xif SERVANT.]
[Aside] He'll interrupt Sir Peter, however.,

SR PeT. Now, my good fricnd, oblige me, I entreat you.
Before Charles comes, let me conceal myself somewhere, then
do you tax him on the point we have been talking, and his
answer may satisfy me at once.

Jos. Svrr. Oh, fie, Sir Peter ! would you have me join in
so mean a trick ? — to trepan my brother too ?

Sir PeT. Nay, you tell me you are sure he is innocent ;
if so, you do him the greatest service by giving him an op-
portunity to clear himsclf, and you will set my heart at rest.
Come, vou shall not refuse me: [Going «p.] here, behind
the screen will be — Hey ! what the devil! there seems to
be one listener here already — I'll swear I saw a petticoat !
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Jos. Surr. Hal ha! ha! Well, this is ridiculous enough.
Tl tell you, Sir Peter, though I hold a man of intrigue to be
a most despicable character, yet, you know, it does not follow
that one is to be an absolute Joseph either! Hark’ee, 'tis a
little I'rench milliner, a silly rogue that plagues me; and
having some character to lose, on your coming, sir, she ran
behind the screen.,

Sir PET. Ah, Joseph! Joseph! Did I c¢ver think that
you — But, egad, she has overheard all T have been saying
of my wife.

Jos. Surr. Oh, ’twill never go any farther, you may
depend upon it !

Sirk PeEr. No! then, faith, let her hear it out. — Here’s a
closet will do as well.

Jos. Surr. Well, go in there.

SIR PET. Sly rogue! sly rogue! [Goes into the closel.]

Jos. Surr. A narrow escape, indeed! and a curious
situation I’m in, to part man and wife in this manner.

Lapy Teaz. [Pecping] Couldn’t I steal off ?

Jos. Surr.  Keep close, my angel !

Sir PET. [Pecping] Joseph, tax him home.

Jos. Surr. Back, my dear friend !

Lapy Teaz. [Peeping] Couldn’t you lock Sir Peter in ?

Jos. Surr. Be still, my life!

Sir Per. [Pecping] You're surc the little milliner won’t
blab?

Jos. Surr. In, in, my dear Sir Peter!— Fore Gad, I
wish I had a key to the door.

Enter CHARLES SURFACE

Chuas. Surr. Holla! brother, what has been the matter ?
Your fellow would not let me up at first. What! have youn
had a Jew or a wench with you ?
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Jos. Surr. Neither, brother, I assure you.

Cras. SURF.  But what has made Sir Peter steal off ? I
thought he had been with you.

Jos. Surr. He was, brother; but, hearing you were
coming, he did not choose to stay.

CHas. Surr. What! was the old gentleman afraid I
wanted to borrow moncy of him ?

Jos. Surr.  No, sir; but I am sorry to find, Charles, you
have lately given that worthy man grounds for great uneasi-
ness.

Cras. SURF.  Yos, they tell me 1 do that to a great many
worthy men. But how so, pray? :

Jos. Surr.  To be plain with vou, brother, he thinks you
are endeavoring to gain Lady Teazle’s affections from him,

CHas. Surr. Who, I? O Lud! not I, upon my word. —
Ha! ha! ha! so the old fellow has found out that he has
got a young wife, has he ? — or, what is worse, Lady Teazle
has found out she has an old husband ?

Jos. Surr, This is no subject to jest on, brother. He
who can laugh —

Cuas. Surr. True, true, as you were going to say —
then, seriously, I never had the least idea of what you charge
me with, upon my honor.

Jos. Surr. [Raising his voice.] Well, it will give Sir Peter
great satisfaction to hear this.

CHas. SURF.  To be sure, T once thought the lady seemed
to have taken a fancy to me; but, upon my soul, I never
gave her the least encouragement. Besides, you know my
attachment to Maria.

Jos. Surr.  But sure, brother, even if Lady Teazle had
betrayed the fondest partiality for you —
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Cuas. Surr, Why, look’ee, Joseph, I hope 1 shall never
deliberately do a dishonorable action ; but if a pretty woman
was purposely to throw herself in my way — and that pretty
woman married to a man old enough to be her father —

Jos. Surr. Well!

Cuas. Surr. Why, I believe I should be obliged to —

Jos. Surr. What?

Cuas. SUurr. To borrow a little of your morality, that’s
all. But, brother, do you know now that you surprise me
exceedingly, by naming me with Lady Teazle ; for i faith, I
always understood you were her favorite.

Jos. Surr. Oh, for shame, Charles! This retort is
foolish.

Cuas. SURF. Nay, I swear I have seen you exchange such
significant glances —

Jos. Surr. Nay, nay, sir, this is no jest.

Cuas. SUrF. Egad, I'm serious! Don’'t you remember
one day, when I called here

Jos. Surr. Nay, pr'ythee, Charles —

Cuas. Surr., And found you together —

Jos. Surr.  Zounds, sir, I insist—

Cuas. Surr. And another time when your servant —

Jos. Surr. Brother, brother, a word with you!— [Aside.]
Gad, I must stop him.

Cuas. Surg. Informed, I say, that —

Jos. Surr. Hush! I beg your pardon, but Sir Peter has
overheard all we have been saying., 1 knew you would clear

yourself, or T should not have consented.
CHas. Surr. How, Sir Peter! Where is he ?
Jos. Surr.  Softly, there! [Poinis to the closet.]
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Cuas. Surr. Oh, 'fore Heaven, I'll have him out. Sir
Peter, come forth !

Jos. Surr.  No, no-—

Cuas. Surr. [ say, Sir Peter, come into court. — [Pulls
tn SIR PrrEr.] What! my old guardian!-— What! turn
inquisitor, and take evidence incog.? Oh, fic! Oh, fie!

Sir PET. Give me your hand, Charles — T believe T have
suspocted you wrongfully ; but you mustn’t be angry with
Joseph — "twas my plan !

Cuas. Surr. Indeed!

Sir PET. But I acquit you. I promise you I don't think
near so ill of you as I did: what I have heard has given me
great satisfaction,

Cuas. Surr. FEgad, then, ’twas lucky you didn’t hear
any more. Wasn’t it, Joseph ?

Sir PET. Ah! you would have retorted on him.

Cuas. SUrr. Ah, ay, that was a joke.

Sik PET. Yes, yes, T know his honor too well.

Crnas. Surr.  But you might as well have suspected him
as me in this matter, for all that. Mightn't he, Joseph ?

Sk PET. Well, well, T belicve you.

Jos. Surr. [dside.] Would they were both out of the
room |

SR PET. And in future, perhaps, we may not be such
strangers.

Reénter SERVANT and whispers JOSEPH SURFACE

SEr. Lady Sneerwell is below, and says she will come up.
Jos. Surr. Lady Sncerwell ! Gad’s life! she must not
come here. (Lxit SERvanT.) Gentlemen, [ beg pardon — 1
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must wait on you downstairs : here is a person come on par-
ticular business.

Cuas. Surr. Well, you can see him in another room.
Sir Peter and I have not met a long time, and 1 have some-
thing to say to him.

Jos. Surr. [A4side.] They must not be left together. —
[Aloud.] T'll send Lady Sneerwell away, and return directly.
— [Aside o SR PETER.] Sir Peter, not a word of the
French milliner.

SIrR Per. [Aside fo Josepn Surrack.] 1! not for the
world | — (Exit JosEpH SURFACE.) Ah, Charles, if you as-
sociated more with your brother, one might indecd hope for
your reformation. Heis a man of sentiment. Well, there
is nothing in the world so noble as a man of sentiment.

Cuas. SUrr. Psha! he is too moral by half; and so
apprehensive of his good name, as he calls it, that I suppose
he would as soon let a priest into his house as a wench.

Sir Per. No, no, — come, come, — you wrong him. No,
no! Joseph is no rake, but he is no such saint cither, in
that respect. —[Aside.] T have a great mind to tell him —
we should have such a laugh at Joseph.

Cuas. SUrr. Oh, hang him! he's a very anchorite, a
young hermit !

Sir PeT. Hark’ee — you must not abuse him: he may
chance to hear of it again, I promise you.

Cuas. Surr. Why, you won't tell him ?

SIR PeET. No — but — this way. — [4side.] LEgad, Tl
tell him. — [A/ond.] Hark’ce — have you a mind to have a
good laugh at Joseph?

CHas, Surr. I should like it of all things.
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Sir PeET.  Then, i'faith, we will ! I'll be quit with him for
discovering me. [Whispers.] He had a girl with him when
I called.

CHas. Surr. What!  Joseph ? you jest.

Sir PeEr. Hush!—a little French milliner — and the
best of the jest is — she’s in the room now.

Cuas. Sury.  The devil she is!

Sir PET. Hush! I tell you. [Pornts to the screen.]

Cuas. Surr.  Behind the screen! 'Slife, let’s unveil
her !

SR PET. No, no, he's coming 1 — you sha'n't, indeed !

CHas. SUrr. Oh, egad, we'll have a pecp at the little
milliner !

Sir PeT. Not for the world ! — Joseph will never forgive
me.

Cuas. Surr. TI'll stand by you—

Sir PET. 0Odds, here he s

[CHARLES SURFACE throws down the screen.)

Reénter JOSEPH SURFACE

Cuas. Surr. Lady Teazle, by all that’s wonderful.

Sir Pr1.  Lady Teazle, by all that’s damnable !

Ciras. Suwrr.  Sir Peter, this is one of the smartest French
milliners 1T ever saw. Tgad, you seem all to have Dbeen
diverting yoursclves here at hide and seck, and T don’t sce
who is out of the secret. Shall T beg your ladyship to in-
form me? Not a world ! — Brother, will you be pleased to
explain this matter? What! is Morality dumb too? — Sir
Peter, though I found you in the dark, perbaps you are not
so now! All mute! — Well — though I can make nothing of
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the affair, I suppose you perfectly understand one another ;
so T'll leave you to yourselves.—[Going.] Brother, I'm sorry
to find you have given that worthy man grounds for so
much uneasiness, —Sir Peter ! There's nothing in the world
so noble as a man of sentiment ! [Exit.)

Jos. Surr. Sir Peter—notwithstanding—1T confess —
that appearances are against me—if you will afford me your
paticnce—1I make no doubt—>but I shall explain everything
to your satisfaction.

Sk Prr. If you please, sir.

Jos. Surr.  The fact is, sir, that Lady Teazle, knowing
my pretensions to your ward Maria—1 say, sir, Lady
Teazle, being apprehensive of the jealousy of your tenper——
and knowing my friendship to the family —she, sir, I say—
called here —in order that—1I might explain these preten-
sions— but on your coming—being apprchensive—as I said
—of your jealousy — she withdrew — and  this, you may
depend on it, is the whole truth of the matter.

Sik PET. A very cdear account, upon my wordj and I
dare swear the lady will vouch for every article of it.

Lapy Teaz. Tor not one word of it, Sir Peter !

Sirk PET. How! don’t you think it worth while to agree
in the lie ?

Lapy Teaz. There is not onc syllable of truth in what
that gentleman has told you.

Sik PeT. I believe you, upon my soul, ma'am !

Jos. Surr. [Aside io Lapy Trazre.] ’Sdeath, madam,
will you betray me ?

Lapy Teaz. Good Mr. Hypocrite, by your leave, I'll
speak for myself.
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Sir Per. Ay, let her alone, sir; you'll find she’ll make
out a better story than you, without prompting.

Lapy Teaz. Hear me, Sir Peter ! — I came here on no
matter relating to your ward, and even ignorant of this
gentleman’s pretensions to her.  But T came, seduced by his
insidious arguments, at least to listen to his pretended pas-
sion, if not to sacrifice your honor to his baseness.

Sir PeET. Now, I believe, the truth is coming, indeed !

Jos. Surr. The woman’s mad !

Lapy Teaz. No, sir ; she has recovered her senses, and
your own arts have furnished her with the means. — Sir
Peter, I do not expect you to credit me — but the tender-
ness you expressed for me, when I am sure you could not
think I was a witness to it, has so penctrated to my heart,
that had I left the place without the shame of this discovery,
my future life should have spoken the sincerity of my
gratitude.  As {for that smooth-tongued hypocrite, who
would have scduced the wife of his too credulous friend,
while he affected honorable addresses to his ward — I Lehold
him now in a light so truly despicable, that I shall never
again respect mysclf for having listened to him. [Exit.]

Jos. Surr. Notwithstanding all this, Sir Peter, Heaven
knows —

Sir Petr. That you are a villain! and so I leave vou to
your conscience.

Jos. Surr. You are too rash, Sir Peter; you shall hear
me.  The man who shuts out conviction by refusing to —

Sik PET.  Oh, damn vour sentiments!

[Exeunt SIR PETER and JoSEPH SURFACE lalking.)
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ACT FIFTH
ScenE I
The Library in JOoSEPH SURFACE’S House
Enter JOSEPH SURTFACE and SERVANT

Jos. Surr. Mr. Stanley! and why should you think I
would see him ? you must know he comes to ask something.

Ser. Sir, I should not have let him in, but that Mr.
Rowley came to the door with him.

Jos. Surr.  Psha! blockhead ! to suppose that T should
now be in a temper to receive visits from poor relations ! —
Well, why don’t you show the fellow up ?

Ser. I will, sir. — Why, sir, it was not my fault that Sir
Peter discovered my lady —

Jos. Surr. Go, fool! — [Exit SERvANT.] Sure Fortunc
never played a man of my policy such a trick before! My
character with Sir Peter, my hopes with Maria, destroyed in
amoment! I'm in a rarc humor to listen to other people’s
distresses ! I sha’n't be able to bestow even a benevolent
sentiment on Stanley — So! here he comes, and Rowley with
him. I must try to recover myself, and put a little charity
into my face, however. [Exit)]

Enler SIR OLIVER SURFACE and RowLiy

Sir Oriv. What ! does he avoid us?  That was he, was
it not ?

Row. It was, sir. But I doubt you are come a little too
abruptly. His nerves are so weak, that the sight of a poor
relation may be too much for him. I should have gone
first to break it to him.
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Sir Orry. Oh, plague of his nerves! Yet this is he
whom Sir Peter extols as a man of the most benevolent way
of thinking !

Row. As to his way of thinking, I cannot pretend to
decide ; for, to do him justice, he appears to have as much
speculative benevolence as any private gentleman in the
kingdom, though he is seldom so sensual as to indulge him-
self in the excrcise of it.

Sir Orwv. Yet he has a string of charitable sentiments at
his fingers’ ends.

Row. Or, rather, at his tongue’s end, Sir Oliver; for I
believe there is no sentiment he has such faith in as that
Charity begins at home.

Sir Ourv.  And his, I presume, is of that domestic sort
which never stirs abroad at all.

Row. Idoubt you'll find it so; but he’s coming., I must-
n’t seem to interrupt you; and you know, immediately as
you leave him, I come in to announce your arrival in your
real character.

SIR Oriv. True; and afterwards you’ll mect me at Sir
Peter’s.

Row. Without losing a moment. [Exit.]

Sir Orwy. I don’t like the complaisance of his features.

Reénter JosEPH SURFACE

Jos. Surr.  Sir, I beg you ten thousand pardons for keep-
ing you a moment waiting. — Mr. Stanley, T presume.

SIR Onrv. At your service.

Jos. Surr. Sir, T beg you will do me the honor to sit
down — I entreat you, sir.
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Stk Ourv.  Dear sir — there’s no occasion. — [Aside.]
Too civil by half !

Jos. Surr. 1 have not the pleasure of knowing you, Mr.
Stanley ; but T am extremely happy to sce you look so well.
You were nearly related to my mother, T think, Mr. Stanley?

Sik Orrv. I was, sir; so nearly that my present poverty,
I fear, may do discredit to her wealthy children, else I should
not have presumed to trouble you.

Jos. Surr.  Dear sir, there needs no apology ; — he that
is in distress, though a stranger, has a right to claim kindred
with the wealthy. I am sure I wish I was one of that class,
and had it in my power to offer you even a small relicf.

Sir Oriv. If your uncle, Sir Oliver, were here, I should
have a friend.

Jos. Surr. I wish he was, sir, with my heart: you should
not want an advocate with him, believe me, sir.

Sir Oriv. I should not need one — my distresses would
rccommend me. But T imagined his bounty would enable
you to become the agent of his charity.

Jos. Surr. My dear sir, you were strangely misinformed.
Sir Oliver is a worthy man, a very worthy man; but avarice,
Mr. Stanley, is the vice of age. T will tell you, my good sir,
in confidence, what he has done for me has been a mere
nothing ; though people, I know, have thought otherwise,
and for my part, I never chose to contradict the report.

SR Oriv. What! has he never transmitted you bullion—
rupees — pagodas ?

Jos. Surr.  Oh, dear sir, nothing of the kind! No, no;
a few presents now and then — china, shawls, congo tea,
amadavats, and Indian crackers — little more, believe me.
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SHERIDAN'S THE SCHOOL FOR SCANDAL

Sir Orwv. [Aside] Here's gratitude for twelve thousand
pounds ! — Amadavats and Indian crackers!

Jos. Surr.  Then, my dear sir, vou have heard, I doubt
not, of the extravagance of my brother : there are very few
would credit what T have done for that unfortunate young
man.

SIrR Oriv. [Aside.] Not I, for one!

Jos. Surr. The sums I have lent him! Indeed I have
been exceedingly to blame ; it was an amiable weakness;
however, I don’t pretend to defend it — and now 1 feel it
doubly culpable, since it has deprived me of the pleasure of
serving you, Mr. Stanley, as my heart dictates.

SIR Oriv. [dside.] Dissembler ! — [Aloud.] Then, sir,
you can’t assist me ?

Jos. Surr. At present, it grieves me to say, I cannot ;
but, whenever I have the ability, you may depend upon
hearing from me.

Sir Orrv. I am extremely sorry —

Jos. Surr. Not more than I, believe me; to pity, without
the power to rclieve, is still more painful than to ask and be
denied.

SIr Orrv. Kind sir, your most obedient humble servant.

Jos. Surr.  You leave me deeply affected, Mr. Stanley.—
[Calls to SERvanT.] William, be ready to open the door.

Sir Oriv. Oh, dear sir, no ceremony.

Jos. Surr.  Your very obedient.

Sir Orrv.  Your most obscquious.

Jos. Surr. You may depend upon hearing from me,
whenever I can be of service.

Sik Oriv.  Sweet sir, you are too good !
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SHERIDAN'S THE SCHOOL TFOR SCANDAL

Jos. Surr. In the mcantime I wish you health and
spirits.

Stk OLrv. Your ever grateful and perpetual humble
servant,

Jos. Surr. Sir, yours as sincerely.

SIR Orrv. [Asfde.] Now I am satisfied. [Exit.]

Jos. Surr. This is one bad cffect of a good character ; it
invites application from the unfortunate, and there needs no
small degree of address to gain the reputation of benevolence
without incurring the expense.  The silver ore of pure charity
is an expensive article in the catalogue of a man’s good
qualities ; whereas the sentimental French plate T use instead
of it makes just as good a show, and pays no tax.

Retnter ROWLEY

Row. Mr. Surface, your servant: I was apprchensive of
interrupting you, though my business demands immediate
attention, as this note will inform you.

Jos. Surr.  Always happy to sce Mr. Rowley, —[Aside.]
a rascal. — [Reads the letter.] Sir Oliver Surface -—NMy uncle
arrived !

Row. He is, indeed: we have just parted — quite well,
after a speedy voyage, and impatient to embrace his worthy
nephew.

Jos. Surr. T am astonished !—[Calls ¢0 SERvVANT.]
William ! stop Mr. Stanley, if he’s not gone.

Row. Oh! he’s out of reach, T believe.

Jos. Surr.  Why did you not let me know this when you
came in together ?
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SHERIDAN’S THE SCHOOL FOR SCANDAL

Row. I thought you had particular business. But I
must be gone to inform your brother, and appoint him here
to mect your uncle.  He will be with you in a quarter of an
hour.

Jos. Surr.  So he says. Well, T am strangely overjoyed
at his coming. — [A4side.] Never, to be sure, was anything
so damned unlucky !

Row. You will be delighted to see how well he looks.

Jos. Surr. Ch! I'm overjoyed to hear it. — [Aside.]
Just at this time !

Row. Tl tell him how impatiently you expect him.

Jos. Surr. Do, do; pray give my best duty and affec-
tion. Indeed, I cannot express the sensations I feel at the
thought of seecing him.— [yt Rowirry.] Certainly his
coming just at this time is the cruelest picce of ill fortune.

[Exit.]

Scene I1
A Room in SIR PETER TEAZLE’S House
Enter Mrs. CANDOUR and Maip

Mamw. Indeed, ma’am, my lady will see nobody at present.

Mrs. CanN. Did you tell her it was her friend Mrs. Can-
dour ?

MaIp.  Yes, ma’am ; but she begs you will excuse her.

Mrs. Cax. Do go again ; 1 shall be glad to see her, if it be
only for a moment, for I am sure she must be in great
distress. — [Exit Maip.] Dear heart, how provoking! I'm
not mistress of half the circumstances!  We shall have the
whole affair in the newspapers, with the names of the parties
at length, before I have dropped the story a dozen houses.
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SHERIDAN'S THE SCHOOL FOR SCANDAL

Enter SIR BENJAMIN BACKBITE

Oh, dear Sir Benjamin ! you have heard, I suppose —

Sir Ben.  Of Lady Teazle and Mr. Surface —

Mgs. Can.  And Sir Peter’s discovery —

Sir Bex. Oh, the strangest picce of business, to be sure!

Mgrs. Can. Well, T never was so surprised in my life. I
am so sorry for all parties, indeed.

Stz Bex. Now, I don’t pity Sir Peter at all: he was so
extravagantly partial to Mr. Surface.

Mrs. Can. Mr. Surface ! Why, "twas with Charles Lady
Teazle was detected.

Sir BEx. No, no, T tell you: Mr. Surface is the gallant.

Mrs. Cax. Nosuch thing! Charles is the man. Twas
Mr. Surface brought Sir Peter on purpose to discover them.

Sik BeEx. I tell you I had it from one —

Mgs. Canx. And I have it from one —

Sir Bex. Who had it from one, who had it —

Mgrs. Cax. From one immediately. But here comes Lady
Sneerwell ; perhaps she knows the whole affair.

Enter LADY SNEERWELL

Lapy SNEER. So, my dear Mrs. Candour, here’s a sad
affair of our friend Lady Teazle !

Mrs. CaN. Ay, my dcar fricnd, who would have
thought —

Lapy Sxger.  Well, there is no trusting appearances ;
though, indecd, she was always too lively for me.

Mrgs. Cax.  To be sure, her manners were a little too
free ; but then she was so young !
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SHERIDAN’S THE SCHOOL FFOR SCANDAL

Lapy SNEER. And had, indeed, some good qualities.

MRrs. Can.  So she had, indeed. But have you heard the
particulars ?

Lapy Snxeer. Noj but everybody says that Mr. Sur-
face —

Sik BEN. Ay, there; I told you Mr. Surface was the
man,

Mgrs. CaN. No, no: indecd the assignation was with
Charles.

Lapy SNEER. With Charles! You alarm me, Mrs. Can-
dour !

Mrs, Can.  Yes, yes; he was the lover,  Mr, Surface, to
do him justice, was only the informer,

Sirk BeEn. Well, T’ll not dispute with you, Mrs. Candour ;
but, be it which it may, I hope that Sir Peter’s wound will
not —

Mrs. Can. Sir Peter’s wound! Oh, mercy! T didn't
hear a word of their fighting.

Lapy SNEER. Nor I, a syllable.

Sir BEN. No! what, no mention of the ducel ?

Mrs. Cax. Not a word.

Sir Ben. Oh, yes ; they fought before they left the room.

Lapy S~yeer. Pray, let us hear.

MRgs. CaN. Ay, do oblige us with the duel.

Sir BeEN. Sir, says Sir Peter, immediately after the dis-
covery, you are a most ungrateful fellow.

Mgs. Can. Ay, to Charles —

Sik BeEnN. No, no— to Mr. Surface — a most ungrateful
Sfellow ; and old as I am, sir, says he, I insist on immediate
satisfaction.
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SHERIDAXN'S THE SCHOOL IFOR SCANDAL

MRs. Cax. Ay, that must have been to Charles ; for “tis
very unlikely Mr. Surface should fight in his own home.

SIr BEN.  Gad’s life, ma’am, not at all — giving me tin-
inediate satisfaction. — On this, ma’am, Lady Teazle, seceing
Sir Peter in such danger, ran out of the room in strong
hysterics, and Charles after her, calling out for hartshorn
and water ; then, madam ; they began to fight with swords —

Enter CRABTREE

CraB. With pistols, nephew, pistols! T have it from
undoubted authority.

Mgs. Can.  Oh, Mr. Crabtree, then it is all true !

CraB. Too true, indecd, madam, and Sir Pecter is dan-
gerously wounded —-

Sik BEn. By a thrust in scgoon quite through his left
side ——

CraB. By a bullet lodged in the thorax.

Mgrs. CaN.  Mercy on me ! Poor Sir Peter |

CraB.  Yes, madam ; though Charles would have avoided
the matter, if he could.

Mgrs. Can. I told you who it was; I knew Charles was
the person.

Stk BEN. My uncle, [ sec, knows nothing of the matter.

CraB. But Sir Peter taxed him with the basest ingrati-
tude —

Str Ben.  That T told you, you know —

Cras. Do, ncphew, let me speak ! —and insisted on im-
m-diate —

Sir BEx.  Just as I said —
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SHERIDAN'S THE SCHOOL FOR SCANDAL

CraB. Odds life, nephew, allow others to know some-
thing too! A pair of pistols lay on the bureau (for Mr. Sur-
face, it scems, had come home the night before late from
Salthill, where he had been to see the Montem with a friend,
who has a son at Iiton), so, unluckily, the pistols were left
charged.

Sir BeN. [ heard nothing of this.

CraB. Sir Peter forced Charles to take one, and they fired,
it seems, pretty nearly together. Charles’s shot took effect, as
I tell you, and Sir Pefer’s missed ; but, what is very extraor-
dinary, the ball struck against a little bronze Shakespeare
that stood over the fireplace, grazed out of the window at a
right angle, and wounded the postnian, who was just coming
to the door with a double letter from Northamptonshire.

Sirk BEx. My uncle’s account is more circumstantial, I
confess ; but 1 believe mine is the true one, for all that.

LaDY SNEER. [Aside] T am more interested in this affair
than they imagine, and must have better information.

[Exit)

Sir BEN. Ah! Lady Sneerwell’s alarm is very casily
accounted for.

CraB. Yes, yos, they certainly do say — but that’s
nejther here nor there.

Mrgs. CaN. But, pray, where is Sir Peter at present ?

CraB.  Oh! they brought him home, and he is now in the
house, though the servants are ordered to deny him.

Mrs. Can. T believe so, and Lady Teazle, I suppose,
attending him.

CraB. Yes, yes; and I saw one of the faculty enter just
before me.
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SHERIDAN’S THE SCHOOL FOR SCANDAL

Sir BeEx. Hey! who comes here ?

CrAB. Obh, this is he : the physician, depend on 't.

Mrs. Can.  Oh, certainly ! it must be the physician ; and
now we shall know.

I'nter SIR OLIVER SURFACE

Cras.  Well, doctor, what hopes ?

Mrs. Can. Ay, doctor, how’s your patient ?

Sir Ben. Now, doctor, isn’t it a wound with a small-
sword ?

CraB. A bullet lodged in the thorax, for a hundred !

Sir Oriv. Doctor! @ wound with a smallsword! and a
bullet in the thorax ! — Oons ! are you mad, good people ?

Sir BEN. Perhaps, sir, you are not a doctor ?

Sir Oriv. Truly, I am to thank you for my degree, if 1
am.

Crag. Onlya friend of Sir Peter’s, then, I presume. But,
sir, you must have heard of his accident ?

Sir Orrv. Not a word !

CraB. Not of his being dangerously wounded ?

Sir Oriv.  The devil he is'!

Sir BeN. Run through the body —

CraB. Shot in the breast —

SIR BeEN. By one Mr. Surface —

CraB. Ay, the younger.

Sir Oriv. Hey! what the plague! You seem to differ
strangely in your accounts: however, you agree that Sir
Peter is dangerously wounded.

SIr BeEN. Oh, yes, we agree in that.

CraB.  Yes, yes, I believe there can be no doubt of that.
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SHERIDAN'S THE SCHOOL FOR SCANDAL

Sir Ortv.  Then, upon my word, for a person in that
situation, he is the most imprudent man alive ; for here he
comes, walking as if nothing at all was the matter.

Enter SIR PETER TeAzZLE

Odds heart, Sir Peter ! you are come in good time, I promise
you ; for we had just given you over !

Sk Ben.  [Aside fo CraBTREE.] Egad, uncle, this is the
most sudden recovery !

Sk Oriv. Why, man! what do you out of bed with a small-
sword through your body, and a bullet lodged in your
thorax ?

Sir PET. A smallsword and a bullet !

SR Oriv. Ay ; these gentlemen would have killed you
without law or physic, and wanted to dub me a doctor, to
make me an accomplice.

Sir Per. Why, what is all this?

Sir BeEN. We rejoice, Sir Peter, that the story of the
ducl is not true, and are sincerely sorry for your other mis-
fortune.

Sir PET. [Aside.] So, so; all over the town already !

Crap. Though, Sir Peter, you were certainly vastly to
blame to marry at your years.

Sir PET. Sir, what business is that of yours?

Mrs. Cax. Though, indeed, as Sir Peter made so good
a husband, he’s very much to be pitied.

Sir PeT. Plague on your pity, ma’am! 1 desire none
of it.

Sir BeEn. Howcever, Sir Peter, you must not mind the
laughing and jests you will meet with on the occasion.
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SHERIDAN’S THE SCHOOL FOR SCANDAL

Sir Per. Sir, sir ! T desire to be master in my own house.

Cran. ’Tis no uncommon case, that’s one comfort.

Sir PET. T insist on being left to myself: without cere-
mony, I insist on your leaving my house directly !

Mgs. Can. Well, well, we are going; and depend on’t,
we'll make the best report of it we can. [Ex1l.]

Sk Per. Leave my house !

CraB. And tell how hardly you've been treated. [Exif.]

Sir PeT. Leave my house !

Sik BeN. And how patiently you bear it. [Exit]

Sk Per. T[iends! vipers! furies! Oh! that their own
venom would choke them !

Sir Orwv. They are very provoking indeed, Sir Peter.

Enter ROWLEY

Row. I heard high words : what has ruffled you, sir ?

Sir Pr1. Psha! what signifies asking 7 Do T ever pass
a day without my vexations ?

Row. Well, I'm not inquisitive.

Sir Orrv. Well, Sir Peter, T have seen both my nephews
in the manner we proposed.

Sir PET, A precious couple they are!

Row. Yes, and Sir Oliver is convinced that your judg-
ment was right, Sir Peter.

Sir Oriv.  Yes, I find Joseph is indeed the man, after all,

Row. Ay, as Sir Peter says, he is a man of sentiment.

Sir Oriv. And acts up to the sentiments h¢ professes.

Row. It certainly is edification to hear him talk.

Sir Or1v. Oh, he’s a model for the young men of the
age |— but how’s this, Sir Peter ? you don’t join us in your
friend Josepl’s praise, as I expected. )
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SHERIDAN’S THE SCHOOL FOR SCANDAL

Sir PeT.  Sir Oliver, we live in a damned wicked world,
and the fewer we praise the better.

Row. What! do you say so, Sir Pcter, who were never
mistaken in your life ?

Sirk PeT. Psha! plague on you both! T see by your
sneering you have heard the whole affair. T shall go mad
among you !

Row. Then, to fret you no longer, Sir Peter, we are
indeed acquainted with it all. T met Lady Tcazle coming
from Mr. Surface’s so humbled, that she deigned to request
me to be her advocate with you.

Sir PET. And does Sir Oliver know all this ?

Sir Oniv.  Every circumstance.

Sir PET. What, of the closet and the screen, hey?

Sir Orrv.  Yes, yes, and the lLttle French milliner. Oh,
I have been vastly diverted with the story! ha!l ha!l ha!l

Sir PET. “Twas very pleasant.

Sir Oriv. I never laughed more in my life, T assure you:
ah!ah!ah!

Sir Per. Oh, vastly diverting ! ha! ha! ha!

Row. Tobesure, Joseph with his sentiments! ha! ha ! ha!

Sk PeT.  Yes, yes, his sentiments! ha! ha! ha! Hypo-
critical villain !

Sir Oniv. Ay, and that rogue Charles to pull Sir Peter
out of the closet: ha! ha! hal

Sik Per. Ha! ha! ’twas dcevilish entertaining, to be
sure !

Sir Oriv. Ha! ha! ha! Egad, Sir Peter, I should like
to have scen your face when the screen was thrown down:
ha! ha!
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SHERIDAN'S THE SCHOOL FFOR SCANDAL

SR PET.  Yes, yes, my face when the screen was thrown
down : ha!ha!ha! Oh, I must never show my head again !

Stk Orrv,  But come, come, it isn’t fair to laugh at you
neither, my old friend; though, upon my soul, I can’t help it.

Sir PeT. Oh, pray don’t restrain your mirth on my
account : it does not hurt me at all! T laugh at the whole
affair myself. Yes, yes, T think being a standing jest for all
one’s acquaintance a very happy situation.  Oh, yes, and
then of a morning to read the paragraphs about Mr. 5—v
Lady T-——, and Sir P——, will be so entertaining !

Row. Without affcctation, Sir Peter, you may despise
the ridicule of fools. But I sce Lady Teazle going towards
the next room ; I am sure you must desire a reconciliation as
carnestly as she does,

Sir Oriv. Perhaps my being here prevents her coming to
you. Well, I'll leave honest Rowley to mediate between
you ; but he must bring you all presently to Mr. Surface’s,
where T am now returning, if not to reclaim a libertine, at
least to expose hypocrisy.

Sir PeT. Ah, I'll be present at your discovering yourself
there with all my heart ; though ’tis a vile unlucky place for
discoveries.

Row. We'll follow. [Exit STR OLIVER SURFACE.]

Sir PET. She is not coming here, you sce, Rowley.

Row. No, but she has left the door of that room open,
you pereeive.  Sce, she is in tears.

Stk Per. Certainly a little mortification appears very
becoming in a wife.  Don’t you think it will de her good to
let her pine a little ?

Row. Oh, this is ungenerous in you !
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SHERIDAN’S THE SCHOOL FOR SCANDAL

SR PeT. Well, I know not what to think.  You remem-
ber the letter I found of hers evidently intended for Charles?

Row. A mere forgery, Sir Peter! laid in your way on
purpose.  This is one of the points which T intend Snake
shall give you conviction of.

Sik PET. T wish I were once satisfied of that.  She looks
this way. What a remarkably elegant turn of the head she
has! Rowley, I'll go to her.

Row. Certainly.

Sir PeT. Though, when it is known that we are reconciled,
people will laugh at me ten times more.

Row. Let them laugh, and retort their malice only by
showing them you are happy in spite of it.

Sir PeT. T faith, so I will! and, if I’m not mistaken,
we may yet be the happiest couple in the country.

Row. Nay, Sir Peter, he who once lays aside suspicion —

Sirk PeT. Hold, Master Rowley ! if you have any regard
for me, never let me hear you utter anything like a senti-
ment : I have had enough of them to serve me the rest of
my life. [Exennt.]

Scexne 111
The Librarv in JOSEPH SURFACE’S House

Enter JOSEPH SURFACE and L.ADY SNEERWELL
Lapy SNEER. Impossible! Will not Sir Peter immedi-
ately be reconciled to Charles, and of course no longer oppose
his union with Maria? The thought is distraction to me.
Jos. Surr.  Can passion furnish a remedy ?
Lapy SNEER. No, nor cunning cither. Oh, T was a fool,
an idiot, to league with such « blunderer !

202



M 2 5
PUELA ‘—g‘:’iﬁ 4‘9(

e R I TP i N2 | B 2 - § N (O O SR 14
FF S5 45 W I v — B 05 20 IR B0 e A O - B TER
A . WER —H B E Y iR
fR 6 B TSR T, 58 R TR M) i 9 A B AR

H1E i — 2, .
A% BT, T ORI AB 40 G RS B th

B VR, MY U T TSR R kT

o) 1 R OHT sk,
ZED -/

A% W AR AR N SR S IR AT ORAF AR AR
SRR TR T,
A, HATM M E 500 R LRI R mm

05 o [T M 440 2 L e T
Be 4% 0 BT, BEAEIR D BE M0 IR OR B 88,

AR T& M 58 T LA ik 2 [0 — S e T S 0 RS A M,
B BALGBHELE—B EMNELMHA
P A% AL DU 3R 3K R BE RS TG A R

T W HRBMAIERSEERESREREH

Z AT, (IFF)

% = R
]ﬁilﬁ%%&m% T,
A BE R 5F 8 W fn W R g B ok ok k.
AKX AW BHEHOHHERFILIRA
A I R AR TR R BB b R B R B RS IR EEY AR )

gﬁ?k{ﬁi%g‘
ME. B ﬂ‘tﬁﬁhﬁ"L o oBouE 0 1k BEY

FORCA, AT WY b R RE A TR R — B2,
—EEEEAMBERRMANE T BN
203




SHERIDAN®S THI: SCHOOIL FOR SCANDAT,

Jos. Surr. Sure, Lady Sncerwell, I am the greatest
sufferer ; yet you see I bear the accident with calmness.

LADY SNEER. DBecause the disappointment doesn’t reach
your heart ; your interest only attached you to Maria. Had
you felt for her what I have for that ungrateful libertine,
neither your temper nor hypocrisy could prevent vour show-
ing the sharpness of your vexation.

Jos. Surr. But why should your reproaches fall on me
for this disappointment ?

LApy S~EER. Are you not the cause of it ?  Had you
not a sufficient field for your roguery in imposing upon Sir
Peter, and supplanting your brother, but you must endeavor
to seduce his wife ? I hate such an avarice of crimes ; ’tis
an unfair monopoly, and never prospers.

Jos. Svrr. Well, T admit I have been to blame. I
confess I deviated from the direct road of wrong, but I don’t
think we're so totally defeated neither.

Lapy Sxeer. No!

Jos. Surr.  You tell me you have made a trial of Snake
since we met, and that you still believe him faithful to us?

Lapy Snger. [ do believe so.

Jos. Surr.  And that he has undertuoken, should it be
necessary, to swear and prove, that Charles is at this time
contracted by vows and honor to vour ladyship, which some
of his former Ietters to you will serve to support ?

Lapy Syeer.  This, indeed, might have assisted.

Jos. Surr.  Come, come ; it is not too late yet.—{Knock-
ing at the door] DBut hark! this is probably my uncle, Sir
Oliver : retire to that room ; we'll consult farther when he is
gone.,
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SHERIDAN’S THE SCHOOL FOR SCANDATL

Lapy Sneer. Well, but if he should find you out too ?

Jos. Surr. Oh, I have no fear of that. Sir Peter will
hold his tongue for his own credit’s sake — and you may
depend on it I shall soon discover Sir Oliver’s weak side !

Lapy S~NgEr. [ have no diflidence of your abilities : only
be constant to one roguery at a time.

Jos. Surr. T will, T will!l —[Exif! LADY SNEERWELL.]
So! ’tis confounded hard, after such bad fortune, to be
baited by one’s confederate in evil. Well, at all events, my
character is so much better than Charles’s that I certainly—
hey ! —what— this is not Sir Oliver, but old Stanley again.
Plaguc on’t that he should return to tease me just now! 1
shall have Sir Oliver come and find him here — and —

Enter SIR OLIVER SURFACE

Gad’s life, Mr. Stanley, why have you come back to plague
me at this time ?  You must not stay now, upon my word.

Sir Oriv. Sir, I hear your uncle Oliver is expected here,
and though he has been so penurious to you, I'll try what
he’ll do for me.

Jos. Surr.  Sir, ’tis impossible for you to stay now, so I
must beg — Come any other time, and I promise you, you
shall be assisted.

Sir Orrv. No: Sir Oliver and T must be acquainted.

Jos. Surr. Zounds, sir! then I insist on your quitting
the room directly.

Stk Oriv. Nay, sir—

Jos. Surr. Sir, T insist on’t!— Here, William ! show this
gentleman out. Since you compel me, sir, not one moment—
this is such insolence. [Going to push him out.]
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SHERIDAN'S THE SCHOOL FOR SCANDAL

Enter CHARLES SURFACE

CHas. SURF. Heyday ! what’s the matter now ? What
the devil, have you got hold of my little broker here?
Zounds, brother, don’t hurt little Premium. What’s the
matter, my little fellow ?

Jos. Surr.  So! he has been with you too, has he ?

Cuas. Surr. To be sure, he has. Why, he's as honest a
little — But sure, Joscph, you have not been borrowing
money too, have you ?

Jos, Surr. Borrowing ! no! But, brother, you know we
expect Sir Oliver here every —

Cuas. Surr. O Gad, that’s true! Noll mustn’t find the
little broker here, to be sure.

Jos. Surr.  Yet Mr. Stanley insists —

Cuas. SURF. Stanley ! why, his name’s Premium.

Jos. Surr. No, sir, Stanley.

CHas. Surfr. No, no, Premium.

Jos. Surr.  Well, no matter which — but —

Cuas. SUrr. Ay, ay, Stanley or Premium, ‘tis the same
thing, as you say ; for I suppose ht goes by half a hundred
names, besides A. B. at the coffechouse. [Knocking.]

Jos. Surr, ’Sdeath ! here’s Sir Oliver at the door.—Now
I beg, Mr. Stanley —

(C1as. Surr. Ay, ay, and I beg, Mr. Premium —

Sk Oriv.  Gentlemen —

Jos. Surr.  Sir, by Heaven you shall go'!

CHAS. SURE. Ay, out with him, certainly !

Sir Ortv.  This violence —

Jos. Surr. Sir, ’tis your own fault.
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SHERIDAN'S THE SCHOOL FFOR SCANDAL

CHAs. SUrr. OQut with him, to be sure.
[Both forcing SIrR OLIVER out.]

Enter SIR PETER and Lapy TeEAZLE, MARIA, and ROWLEY

Sik Pet. My old friend, Sir Oliver — hey! What in
assault

the name of wonder — here are dutiful nephews
their uncle at a first visit !

Laby Teaz. Indeed, Sir Oliver, 'twas well we came in to
rescue you.

Row. Truly it was; for I perceive, Sir Oliver, the char-
acter of old Stanley was no protection to you.

Sir Oriv. Nor of Premium, cither : the nccessities of the
former could not extort a shilling from that benevolent
gentleman ; and with the other T stood a chance of faring
worse than my ancestors, and being knocked down without
being bid for.

Jos. Surr. Charles!

Cuas. Surr.  Joseph'!

Jos. Surr. ’Tis now complete !

Cras. SURF. Very.

S1r Orrv. ~ Sir Peter, my friend, and Rowley too— look
on that clder nephew of mine. You know what he has
already reccived from my hounty; and you also know how
gladly I would have regarded half my fortunce as held in trust
for him: judge then my disappointment in discovering him
to be destitute of truth, charity, and gratitude !

Sirk PET. Sir Oliver, I should be more surprised at this
declaration, if I had not mysclf found him to be mean.
treacherous, and hypocritical.
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SHERIDAN'S THE SCHOOL FFOR SCANDAL

Lapy Teaz. Andif the gentleman pleads not guilty to
these, pray let him call me to his character.

Sik Per. Then, I believe, we need add no more @ if he
knows himself, he will consider it as the most perfect punish-
ment, that lic is known to the world.

CHAs. SURF. [Aside.] If they talk this way to Honesty,
what will they say to me, by and by ?

[Sir PETER, LaDy TrEAZLE, and MARIA refire.]

Sir Ourv.  As for that prodigal, his brother, there—

Cuas. Surr. [Aside.] Ay, now comes my turn: the
damned family pictures will ruin me!

Jos. Surr. Sir Oliver — uncle, will you honor me with
a hearing?

CHAS. SURF. [Aside] Now, if Joseph would make one
of his long speeches, T might recolleet myself a little.

Sir Orwv. [To JoseErH SURrFace.] I supposc you would
undertake to justify yourself ?

Jos. Surr. T trust I could.

Sir Orv. [To CiaArRLES SURFACE.] Well, sir!
could justify yourself too, I suppose ?

Cuas. Surr. Not that I know of, Sir Oliver.

Str Orrv.  What ! — Little Premium has been let too
much into the sccret, I suppose ?

Cuas. Surr.  True, sir; but they were family secrets, and
should not be mentioned again, you know.

Row. Come, Sir Ohver, I know you cannot speak of
Charles’s follies with anger.

Sik Orrv.  Odd’s heart, no more I can ; nor with gravity,
either. Sir Peter, do you know the rogue bargained with
me for all his ancestors ; sold me judges and gencrals by the
foot, and maiden aunts as cheap as broken china.

and you
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SHERIDAN'S THE SCHOOL TFOR SCANDAL

CHAs. Surv,  To be sure, Sir Oliver, I did make a little
frec with the family canvas, that’s the truth on’t. My
ancestors may rise in judgment against me, there’s no deny-
ing it ; but believe me sincere when I tell you— and upon
my soul I would not say so if I was not — that if I do not
appear mortified at the exposure of my follies, it is because
I feel at this moment the warmest satisfaction in seeing you,
my liberal benefactor.

Sir Oriv. Charles, T belicve you. Give me your hand
again : the ill-looking little fellow over the scttee has made
your peace.

CHas. Surf. Then, sir, my gratitude to the original is
still increased.

Lapy Teaz. [Advancing.] Yet, I believe, Sir Oliver, here
is one whom Charles is still more anxious to be reconciled to.

[Pointing to MARIA.]

Sir Oriv. Oh, I have heard of his attachment there ;
and, with the young lady’s pardon, if I construe right —
that blush —

Sir Per. Well, child, speak your sentiments !

Mar. Sir, I have little to say, but that I shall rejoice to
hear that he is happy ; for me, whatever claim I had to his
attention, I willingly resign to one who has a better title,

CHas. Surr. How, Maria !

Sir PET. Heyday ! what's the mystery now ?  While he
appeared an incorrigible rake, you would give your hand to
no one else ; and now that he is likely to reform I'll warrant
you won’t have him!

MaRr. His own heart and Lady Sneerwcll know the cause.

CHas. Surr. Lady Sncerwell !
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SHERIDAN'S THE SCHOOIL FFOR SCANDAL

Jos. Surr.  Brother, it is with great concern I am obliged
to speak on this point, but my regard to justice compels me,
and Lady Sneerwell’s injuries can no longer be concealed.

[Opens the door.]

Inler 1.ADY SNEERWELL

SIR PET. So! another French milliner! Tgad, he has
one in every room in the house, I suppose !

Lapy SNEeERrR.  Ungrateful Charles! Well may you be
surprised, and feel for the indelicate situation your perfidy
hus forced me into.

Cras. Surr.  Pray, uncle, is this another plot of yours?
For, as T have life, T don't understand it.

Jos. Surr. 1 believe, sir, there is but the evidence of one
person more necessary to make it extremely clear.

Stk PET. And that person, T imagine, is Mr. Snake. —
Rowley, you were perfectly right to bring him with us, and
pray let him appcar.

Row. Walk in, Mr. Snake.

Inter SNAKE

I thought his testimony might be wanted : however, it hap-
pens, unluckily, that he comes to confront Lady Sneerwcll,
not to support her.

Lapy SxeER. A villain! Treacherous to me at last!
Speak, fellow, have you, too, conspired against me ?

Sxaxe. I beg your ladyship ten thousand pardons: you
paid me extremely liberally for the lic in question ; but I
unfortunatcly have been offerced double to speak the truth.
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SHERIDAN'S THIE SCHOOIL FOR SCANDAL

Sk Per.  Plot and counterplot, egad! 1 wish your
ladyship joy of your negotiation.

Lapy Sxeer. The torments of shame and disappoint-
ment on you all ! [Going.]

Laby Traz. Hold, Lady Sncerwell — before you go, let
me thank vou for the trouble you and that gentleman have
taken, in writing letters from me to Charles, and answering
them vourself; and let me also request you to make my
respects to the scandalous college, of which you arc president,
and inform them, that Lady Teazle, licentiate, begs leave to
returnthe diploma they granted her, assheleaves off practice,
and kills characters no longer.

Lapy SxeErR.  You, too, madam!— provoking —insolent !
May your husband live these fifty years! [Exit]

Sik Per. Oons! what a fury!

LAapy Traz. A malicious creature, indeed !

Sirk Per. What! not for her last wish ?

Lapy Teaz. Oh, no!

Sir Onrv.  Well, sir, and what have you to say now ?

Jos. Surk.  Sir, T am so confounded, to find that Lady
Sneerwell could be guilty of suborning Mr. Snake in this
manner, to impose on us all, that I know not what to say:
however, lest her revengeful spirit should prompt her to
injure my brother, 1 had certainly better follow her directly.
For the man who attempts to — [Exit)

Sir PeET.  Moral to the last !

Stk Oriv. Ay, and marry her, Joseph, if yvou can.  Oil
and vinegar | — cgad, you'll do very well together,

Row. 1T believe we have no more occasion for Mr. Snake
at present ?
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SHERIDAN'S THE SCHOOL TFOR SCANDAL

Svaxke.  Before I go, T beg pardon once for all, for what-
ever unecasiness I have becn the humble instrument of causing
to the parties present.

Sik PeT.  Well, well, you have made atonement by a good
deed at last.

Sxaxke.  But I must request of the company, that it shall
never be known.

Sizk Per. Hey! what the plaguc! are vou ashamed of
having done a right thing once in your life ?

SNAKE. Ab, sir, consider — I live by the badness of my
character ; and, if it were once known that I had been
betrayed into an honest action, I should lose every friend 1
have in the world.

Sigk Orrv.  Well, well — we’ll not traduce you by saying
anything in your praise, never fear. [£2xt SNAKE]

Sk PET. There's a precious rogue !

Lavy Teaz. See, Sir Oliver, there needs no persuasion
now to reconcile your nephew and Maria.

Sir OLIV. Ay, ay, that’s as it should be, and, egad, we'll
have the wedding to-morrow morning.

CHas. Surr. Thank you, dear uncle.

Sk PET. What, you rogue! don’t you ask the girl’s
consent first ?

Cnas. Surr. Oh, I have done that a long time
minute ago — and she has looked yes.

MARr. For shame, Charles! — I protest, Sir Peter, there
has not been a word —

a

SIR Ortv.  Well, then, the fewer the better; may your
love for cach other never know abatement.
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SHERIDAN’S THE SCHOOIL FOR SCANDAL

Sk Per.  And may you live as happily together as Lady
Teazle and I intend to do'!

Cuas. Surr. Rowley, my old friend, I am sure you con-
gratulate me ; and I suspect that I owe you much.

Sik Oriv,  You do, indeed, Charles.

Sir Prr. Ay, honest Rowley always said you would
reform.

Cuas. Surr. Why, as to reforming, Sir Peter, T'll make
no promises, and that I take to be a proof that 1 intend to
sct about it.  But herc shall be my monitor — my gentle
gutde, — Ah ! can T leave the virtuous path those cyes
illumine ?

Though thou, dear maid, shouldst waive thy beauty’s sway,

Thou still must rule, because I will obey :
An humble fugitive from Iolly view,

No sanctuary near but Love and you : {To the audience.]
You can, indeed, each anxious fear remove,
Ior even Scandal dies, if you approve. [Exeunt omues.)
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