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2. How we got TV into Wikipedia: two success stories
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1. WHAT IS WIKI LOVES BROADCAST?
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WIKI LOVES BROADCAST
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• Founded in 2018
• 10-20 Wikipedia editors
• Conduct workshops with public 

broadcasters
• Ensure that videos make their 

way into articles (if they are 
relevant)
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Wiki Loves Broadcast
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Wiki Loves Broadcast
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Wiki Loves Broadcast
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OUR ARGUMENTS FOR CC-LICENSING
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● Public Money - Public Good!
○ all of us already paid for this 

content. 

● Bigger audience through 
CC-licensing and Wikipedia
○ millions of views per month 

possible.

● Wikipedia <-> public broadcasters
○ Both are pro-democratic & 

anti-misinformation.
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YOUR ARGUMENTS FOR CC-LICENSING?
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Are there any more arguments 

that you can think of for why 

public broadcasting agencies 

should release (educational) 

content under a free 

CC-license?
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2. HOW WE GOT TV INTO WIKIPEDIA: 
TWO SUCCESS STORIES
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SUCCESS STORY 1: TERRA X

Wiki Loves Broadcast

Foto: ZDF/Terra X/Bilderfest/Fabian Wolf/Christoph Haag/Ellen Haas, Susanne Hillmann, Vorschaubild 
Creative Commons erklärt (Terra X, ZDF), CC BY 4.0

• Most prestigious documentary 
program on German TV

• Releasing short clips under CC 
BY 4.0 / CC BY-SA 4.0

• Started in 2019
• Over 350 short videos, 

constantly growing
• Over 3 million views a month 

and over 80 million views in 
total on Wikipedia

Singapore, 19.08.2023 Slide 12



2023

2021

2020

2019

2018

2016 First ideas by the Wikipedia community, the ZDF broadcasting council and 
Wikimedia DE

Yearly round tables start 

WikiCon: Idea for a Wikipedia project is born

Founding of Wiki Loves Broadcast (WLB):

⇒ Representatives in the community

⇒ Facilitate communication with the community

⇒ Transparency

Pilot project with Terra X (ZDF): first clips under CC license

Workshop with WLB and ZDF and review of clips

Start of the CC project with 50 clips + 2 new clips per week

Awarded with the WikiEule

More than 3 million Wikimedia views per month and over 80 Mio. in total

SUCCESS STORY 1: TERRA X

Wiki Loves Broadcast
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SUCCESS STORY 1: TERRA X
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https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Taj_Mahal_-_Mausoleum_der_Liebe_(CC_BY-SA_4.0).webm


SUCCESS STORY 1: TERRA X

Wiki Loves BroadcastSingapore, 19.08.2023 Slide 15



SUCCESS STORY 1: TERRA X
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HOW ZDF CONTENT GETS INTO WIKIPEDIA

Wiki Loves Broadcast

WikimediaZDF
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Which public broadcasting agencies exist in your country?

How can you get in touch with decision-makers at these agencies 
and in politics?

PUBLIC BROADCASTING IN YOUR COUNTRY?
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SUCCESS STORY 2: TAGESSCHAU

Wiki Loves Broadcast

● Most prestigious news 
program on German TV

● CC BY-SA 4.0
● Started in late 2022
● 78 short videos released, over 

30 of which already on 
Wikipedia; more to come

● Over 800,000 views for these 
30 videos in 8 months
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SUCCESS STORY 2: TAGESSCHAU
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https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Wie_unterscheiden_sich_Geschlecht_und_Gender%3F_kurzerkl%C3%A4rt_von_Tagesschau.webm


SUCCESS STORY 2: TAGESSCHAU
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FREE LICENSING ENABLES 
TRANSLATIONS & SUBTITLES

Wiki Loves Broadcast
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Terra X videos that 
made the front page
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Wikipedia also needs footage 
without commentary: 

• Release of 14 Clips of the “Daily 
Drone” under CC BY 4.0; all of 
them integrated into Wikipedia

• High demand in the community 
for simple footage without 
commentary that complements 
the article text

• Advantage: factual mistakes or 
simplified depictions are hardly 
possible

• Often times good production 
value (although good 
atmospheric background noise 
is desirable)

IT DOESN’T HAVE TO BE EXPLANATORY VIDEOS

Wiki Loves Broadcast

Video: André Götzmann, CC BY 4.0 <https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0>
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DAILY DRONE (DEUTSCHE WELLE)
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https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/1/17/Deutsche_Welle_-_Daily_Drone_-_Nord-Ostsee-Kanal.webm


3. QUESTIONS?
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4. PUBLIC BROADCASTING IN YOUR COUNTRY?
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• Which public broadcasting agencies exist in your country? 

• How are they funded?

• Do you know of any educational programs that could be CC-licensed 
and worthwhile for Wikipedia?

PUBLIC BROADCASTING IN YOUR COUNTRY?
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Thank you!
Let’s stay in touch. 


