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JOHNNIE PUN’KINS

Johnnie lived on a farm. He was very

happy when he started off to town for his

first day at school. He was very unhappy

when he came home in the afternoon.

“Didn’t you like school, Johnnie?’’ asked

his mother. "What was the trouble?’’

Johnnie did n’t want to tell. He pulled

on his overalls without answering.

“What is it?’’ his mother insisted.

“The boys called me ‘P-pun’kins!’ ’’ he said.

“What did you do then?’’

“Nothing.’’ But Johnnie’s eyes blazed.

“I’d promised you I wouldn’t fight.”

His mother laid a loving hand on his

shoulder. “I’m proud of you,” she said, “for

keeping your promise. Run along now and

get the cows. We’ll talk about it again.”

Johnnie raced off happily with his dog.

He felt better, now mother knew.

11
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That night Johnnie and his mother went

to the cornfield, where fat pumpkins were turn-

ing to gold among the straight rows of corn.

“I’ve thought of a better way than fighting

to get even with the boys,” said his mother.

“We’ll have it for a secret.” Then she told

him about it.

When they left the cornfield Johnnie was

smiling. The Secret kept him smiling the next

morning as he walked into the schoolyard.

“Pun’kins! Pun’kins! Farmer Pun’kins!”

the boys shouted after him. But Johnnie only

laughed, and thought about the Secret.

The night before Hallowe’en Johnnie and

his father worked busily long after Johnnie’s

bedtime. Early next morning they piled the

Secret into the wagon and drove to town.

When the children trooped into school, all the

way around the platform in Johnnie’s room

grinned a row of golden Jack-o’-lanterns!

At once there was an uproar. Miss White

had to pound hard on her desk for order.
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“Johnnie Andrews brought them,” she

said; “one for each boy. The biggest one is

for Jack Brown. Can you guess why, Jack?”

Jack turned very red. He had been the

first one to call Johnnie “Pun ’kins.” Soon

there were red little boys all over the room.

“I see you already know why Johnnie did

this,” said Miss White. “Isn’t he a pretty

nice sort of a get-even-er?” Up went her hand.

“Three cheers forJohnnie Get-even-er !” she cried.

My, what a noise! Then they all felt better.

As for Johnnie, the boys still call him

“Pun ’kins.” But he says he knows they do

it now because they like him.



WHY GRETCHEN WAS TARDY

On one side of Tip-Top Hill lived Gretchen;

on the other side, at its foot, lay the old

millpond. Gretchen was always glad to see

it shining up at her as she ran down the hill

on her way to school.

“Don’t be tardy!’’ Gretchen’s mother

charged her one bright September morning as

she started off. And then Gretchen and her

mother both laughed, for Gretchen was the

promptest little girl about Tip-Top.

Gretchen hummed a little song as she

skipped along with her fine new slate and a

bunch of flowers she was carrying to her teacher.

“Good morning, Mr. Pond,” she called

gayly, as she reached the foot of the hill.

“You look quite—quite wet to-day,” she

added, with a little laugh.

“Wet! I should say I was!” And up the

bank scrambled a neighbor boy. He was soak-

ing wet, and dripping with muddy water.

14
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“Why, Donnie!” cried Gretchen. “What ’s

happened to you?”

“Catching frogs, and fell in,” Donald ex-

plained briefly. “What’s a fellow going to
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do? I can’t go to school like this. The

folks have all gone away for the day, and the

house is locked. I brought my lunch.”

‘‘Yes, I know,” said Gretchen. ‘‘They’ve

gone to the fair. So have mine.”

Ding-dong! Ding-dong! Ding-Dong!
The first bell was ringing. ‘‘Come to school!

Come to school!” it seemed to call.

‘‘Good-by, Donnie. I ’m afraid I ’ll be

late.” Gretchen took a step or two down the

road. ‘‘I ’m sorry you fell in,” she called back.

She went on a few steps, then turned and

looked at the dripping little boy in the road.

‘‘Come to school! Come to school!

Come to school!” the big bell kept urging.

Gretchen looked off wistfully in the direc-

tion of the schoolhouse. Then she suddenly

turned around and started back up the hill.

‘‘Come on, Donnie,” she called. ‘‘I’ll take

you to my house and dry you off. I’ve a key.”

When they reached the house Gretchen

opened the kitchen door and they went in.
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“Now,” she said, “you get some wood and

build a fire, Donnie, and I ’ll dry your coat

and your shoes and stockings. You sit up

close to the stove and dry the rest of you.”

“Ding-dong! Come to school!” urged the

second bell, but Gretchen paid no attention to it.

“Close to the stove” was a pretty hot

place when the fire was crackling, so it did n’t

take Donald very long to get dry. When he
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was dressed again Gretchen brushed off the

dried mud and locked the kitchen door, and

they started on the run for school.

Two very red and breathless children hung

up their hats a little later, and tiptoed into

the room where their classmates were.

“M-m-m!” murmured the other children

reproachfully. Gretchen, who had never before

been tardy, late—and so very, very late, too!

It was Donald who explained how it
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happened. He stood right up in the aisle,

and told about it so everybody could hear.

When he sat down nobody said

Instead, every one smiled. And most pleasantly

of all smiled the teacher.

“I am glad you were tardy, Gretchen,” she

said. “This once it was better than being on

time. As for Donald, I think he has learned

that the tirne to catch frogs is after school, not

before. The first class in reading may rise.’’



FAITH’S FAIRY HELPER
Faith had been a very sick little girl,

and Faith’s home had seemed very empty

while she was tucked away in bed upstairs.

“Oh, dear!’’ grandmother would sigh. “If

Faith could only get the mail for me!” And
“Cluck-cluck!” the hens would add. “Our

meals don’t taste half so good as when Faith

fed us.” And “How I do miss Faith’s help!”

her mother would say a dozen times a day.

But after what seemed to all a very

long time. Faith began to get well, and then

by and by she was able to come downstairs

and sit in grandmother’s big chair, and look

out at the lilac bush swaying gayly beside the

window.

When the wind blew in warm and soft,

and the purple lilac heads nodded, up and

down, up and down. Faith’s golden head would

often nod, too. Then every one would walk

on tiptoe, and whisper, “Sh! Faith’s asleep!”

20
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One day when Faith was asleep so, in

grandmother’s big chair, she heard a bright

“Good morning!” from the lilac bush. She

opened her eyes and looked out just as a tiny

figure, all in purple and with silver wings,

stepped out from the heart of a great blossom

and balanced on one of its cup-like petals.

“And how are you to-day?” asked the

purple person.

“Oh—quite well, thank you,” stammered

Faith in amazement.

“Of course you are.” The purple person



22 THE SUNNY-SULKY BOOK

nodded wisely. “I am the Nappyland fairy,

you see. My work is to give long naps to

children who are trying to get strong. Our

queen sent me to help you,” she explained.

“I am very much obliged to you both,”

said Faith gratefully. “Won’t you please

hurry and make me able to go outdoors?”

The Nappyland fairy again nodded wisely.

“‘Faith is such a useful little girl,’ the queen

said, ‘that she can’t be spared too long, so

we must help her all we can. And besides,

she has been so patient that she deserves some

reward.’ I’ve come specially to bring the

reward to you. Here it is:

“ ‘To-morrow, if the day be clear.

Our Faith shall take her nap out here.’
”

With that the fairy waved her purple

wand three times and disappeared in the heart

of the lilac blossom.

Faith yawned, and rubbed her eyes.

“Time for broth, dear,” came her mother’s

voice. “And you never could guess the
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surprise Mother has for you— you’re to go

outdoors to-morrow, if it’s pleasant!”

Faith smiled toward the lilac bush.
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“Yes,” she said quite calmly, “I know.”

Then she told her mother about the Nappy-

land fairy and her promise.

“It’s strange, isn’t it?” she finished.

“Strange? Not a bit!” cried her mother.

“Of course one fairy would help another!”

Faith did n’t understand.

“Behold, the Fairy Willing-Hands and

Busy-Feet!” said her mother, laughing, and

kissing her little girl.

The next day, as Faith sat outdoors beside

the lilac bush, as the fairy had promised, and

was drifting off to Nappyland, she murmured:

“Thank you—very much— purple fairy.”



SUSIE SANTA CLAUS

Each Saturday night Susie was given a

shiny new ten-cent piece. She called it her

salary.

One cold December night Susie’s mother

found her sitting on the floor in front of the

fireplace, counting her dimes.

“What are you going to do with them,

Susie?’’ she asked. “How would you like to

spend half of your dimes for a Christmas tree

for some poor little neighbors?’’

''Poor little neighbors!’’ Susie looked quite

puzzled. “Why, Mommy, we haven’t any

poor little neighbors.’’

“Think hard, Susie.’’

Wells’s eyes twinkled,

seemed to be some joke

those neighbors, even i

were poor.

But Susie could n’t

think, try as she would.
25
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It was snowing very hard when she went

up to bed, and the next morning a foot of

snow lay on the ground.

“Not much chance for the birds to get

breakfast this morning,” said Mr. Wells at

table. “We might share ours with them.

Run get a basket, Susie. And don’t forget a

pan of water, so the birds can have a drink.”

Into the basket went bits of bread, an

apple cut into sections, and some potato.

The birds were a little shy at first, but

they were soon eating greedily, and Susie

emptied her basket in no time.

“Oh!” she cried as she ran back into the

house. “The birds are our poor neighbors,

aren’t they. Mommy? Have I guessed right?”

“Yes, you have guessed right. And how
would you like to trim a Christmas tree for

them, Susie?”

“A really truly tree, with things on it?

Oh, I ’d love it!” cried Susie joyously.

And that’s how it happened that every
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afternoon before Christmas found Susie busily at

work. She popped and strung corn. She made

long ropes of cranberries. She tied small chunks
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of suet on strings. She filled bright little cornu-

copias with wheat and bird seed. She made
apples, whole and in sections, ready to hang.

Mrs. Wells’s gift was two large rolls of

cotton batting. “The birds will like to line

their nests with it,’’ she explained.

The sun smiled broadly that Christmas

morning when he saw beside the Wells’s

back steps the strangest looking tree that ever

blossomed in a back yard. The Wells, peeping
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through the kitchen window, smiled broadly,

too. For the tree was alive with birds, flutter-

ing, greedy and joyous, among the branches.

“I think,” sighed Susie happily, “that

I ’ll use all my salary, every week, to buy

things for the tree.”

“Generous Susie Santa Claus!” Father

Wells patted her approvingly on the head.

And so each day until the warm, green

spring came back, the strange tree bore its

strange fruit; and every day Susie’s “poor

neighbors” were fed.



SIR TRUE-BLUE

David was so quiet at the breakfast table

one morning that his mother thought some-

thing must be wrong with him. Finally he

said, “What’s a knight, mother?’’

“A knight? Why, a knight is a man
who does brave deeds.’’

“There aren’t any knights now, are there,

mother?’’ asked David thoughtfully.

“Not knights in armor, dear, as there

used to be. But every brave man is a knight.’’

David looked inquiringly at his father.

“Can a little boy be a knight?’’ he asked

doubtfully.

“Of course he can, if he’s brave,” said

his father. “It would be a fine game to play,

Davie—being a knight.”

David’s mother unfastened a blue bow
from her waist, and pinned it on his blouse.

“There, Sir True-Blue,” she cried, “there

are your colors. Be true to them!”
30
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The newly made knight hitched up his

shoulder proudly. “Of course!” he promised.

Now if there was one thing Sir True-Blue
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disliked more than another it was the dark,

Perhaps his mother remembered that.

“Sir True-Blue,” she said, after break-

fast, “run up to the attic and get mother

some hickory nuts, and we ’ll have a cake.”

The brave Sir True-Blue looked unhappy.

The attic was very, very dark. Scary Things

always seemed crouching in the corners and

behind the trunks and boxes.

A breeze from the window fluttered the

blue ribbon against the little knight’s cheek.

“Where’s a basket?” asked Sir True-Blue;

and he whistled bravely as he started upstairs.

The attic door creaked as the little knight

pulled it open. Thump-thump! Thump-thump!

went Sir True-Blue’s heart. Sir True-Blue

grasped his basket tighter.

“It’s a fine game—being a knight,” he

whispered to himself. Then he marched, head

up, straight to the other end of the attic.

The nuts were spread out on the floor,

under a tiny window. Sir True-Blue filled his
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basket full. The thump-thumping under his

blouse had stopped by the time he was ready

to go back.

When he reached the attic door Sir True-

Blue turned around and shook his fist back

into the darkness.

“I beat you that time!” he cried.

That night Sir True-Blue insisted on go-

ing to bed alone. “It’s part of the game,”

he explained, “the knight game, you know,

daddy. It’s a fine game— being a knight!”

he added, as he ran off into the darkness.



TORCHES THREE

Tommy and Betty and Marjory loved

all parades, but best of all they had ever

seen they loved the torchlight parade they

saw one night when a President was being

elected.

“Let’s have a torchlight parade our-

selves,’’ suggested Tommy the very next day.

“Betty can carry the flag, and Marjory can

be the band, and I’ll carry the torch.’’

But when the procession was ready to

form. Tommy had no torch, so his mother

offered to make him one.

“I want one that will burn, please,’’ he

told her.

“No,’’ she said, “the little torchbearer

might catch fire. Mother will make one that

will do just as well.’’

She fastened a large puff of scarlet flannel

to the end of a broomstick.

“There, Mr. Tommy Torchbearer,’’ said

34
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his mother, handing the torch to him, “who ever

saw a brighter flame than that in any parade?”

Tommy was satisfied. He led with his
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torch and held it out stiff and straight in front

of him. Marjory fell in behind with the drum,

and Betty came last, with the flag.

It was a truly wonderful parade.

But the very next day the “band” and

the standard-bearer came down with

the measles.

“Wish I could have a

parade,” said Tommy lone-

somely. “What shall ! do,

mamma?”
“What shall you do,

sonny? Well, why not be

a torch yourself?”

Tommy looked puzzled.

“A torch! How can

anybody be a torch?”

“ It’s very easy—just by giving brightness,”

his mother explained. “I need brightness very

much, with Betty and Marjory both ill. Every

one needs brightness. And a little boy who
wanted to be a torch could give a great deal.”
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So Tommy decided to try it.

“And how did the torch burn to-day,

Tommy?” his mother asked when they had

their good-night talk. “Brightly?”

“It burned some,” Tommy admitted

modestly. “First, I went to the store for Ann.

That was being a torch, was n’t it? When I

came out of the store I met old Mrs. Brown.

She had a basket of things, and I carried it

home for her. That makes two torches. And
I cut out some paper dolls for Bet and Mar-

jory and—and I guess— I’m—too—sleepy

—

to remember—any^—^more.”

The next morning Tommy had the measles

himself.

“Oh, Tommy,” cried his mother, “you’re

a real torch now! Look!” and she held up

a mirror so he could see himself.

Tommy laughed at what he saw.

“I am pretty red,” he said. “But I don’t

feel a bit like a torch.”

“Why, you can be one for yourself, now,”
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his mother cheered him, “and a better one

than ever for Betty and Marjory. For I’m

going to move your bed. into their room, so

I can take care of you all together.’’

When the “band” and the standard-

bearer heard what Tommy had been doing,

they decided to become torches, too.

“My, what a jolly, bright sickroom!” the

doctor cried when he came to see them.
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“They are my little torches,’’ explained

their mother, proudly.

But the best part of it all was that the

little torches kept right on being bright after

they got well. And other people, who did n’t

know anything about the torches, did know

that they were always just a little bit happier

when Tommy and Betty and Marjory were

about.
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•SEM jaq:^oiu siq aaaqM tuooa aq:^

o:^UI A[iqins paynas puE ‘qaiq AaSuE ub sqaoiq

siq aABS aH 'aao^s Snap aq:^ oj oS o; ;ubav

pip an '199] siq o; A^mois :^oS paBAvpg

•piES aqs ,,^aEap ‘aaqjoui aoj aoqduiED auios

aoj aao;s Snap aq^ o:^ aaAO una noA IPM..
•uiiq papEO aaq;om siq uaqM

Suipjinq uaaq pEq aq asnoq aq; uo Aaumiqa

aq; Sui;;nd ;snf sbm aq uoouaa;jE auQ

•sSuiq;

[njaapuoAv jo s;aos pE apEui pus ‘;qSiu puB

‘uoou ‘Suiuaoui uiaq; q;iM paAEjd ajq ‘sqaciq

Suippnq JO xoq Avau auq e pEq paEAvpg

i/MOOH saiiws anx



•9UO 9UIOD9q

o; p9Ui Ajnj; seq uoub]^ ‘:>i sued 9qs SB

,/A;aBd Suiqoo^s,, Ji9q gouis puy qqSnoq:^ 9qs

,/ApBi B 9q o:^ a9;;9q 9q ppiom, sdBJ, j„
•99BJ ABpqiaiq J9q 9joav. 9qs 9uip siqjL qsqsBq

qjOAv J9q uo 9pd :>B9u B ui ui9m :^nd puB ui9m

p9;jos 9qs U9qx 'sSuiqoo^js 9^ :^no :mSnoaq

puB ‘p9q 9q; J9pun p9^MBJ9 ‘mooa a9q o:^ dn

9101S UOUBjy ‘J9AO SBM A^^JBd 9qi U9qy^\

•SJlB^SUMOp M9p U9jppq9 9q:j SB U9^:^OSJOJ 9a9AV

sSulq^o:^s 9q; puB ‘dn p9diunf uoub]/\[

,/S9ipuB9 9qi ^qSq Abui ^sjq uiooj Suiuip

9q; o:j s;9§ oqM pig apiq 9qx ApB9J pB si

9qB9 ABpqpiq 9qx JB9p ‘S9A9 anoA Ajq,,

•ui p9ujnq puB ‘sqos AaguB

s,uouBp\[ piB9q pBq ppypBjg -sjpy ^ng

ST aais A3ins shx



•op J9i;9q p, A9ip ;BI[AV p9J9puOM

A9qx •SmqSnBi p9cIcIo:^s U9jpqqD 9qjL

„i9uioq oS p, noA qsiM j,, •p9U9

9qs ubd noA sb ub9iu sb ^snf 9a, no^,,

•p9q

9q:^ a9pun UI9q:^ M9aq:^ puB ‘pBAV b o:»ui ui9q;

p9qoa ‘sSuiqoo^s 9q:^ dn p9q9;Bus ‘S99uq J9q

uo p9ddojp 9qs •p9a Aa9A m9j§ uoub]A[

•qSriBi oj UBg9q puB ‘sjatS

9^11 9q^ p9UiTBpx9 ,,iAuunj Moq ‘qo,,

ip9aoi09 ‘9qqM ‘qoBjq ;s9uo

p9zp-9ippiui ‘S9UO :jaoqs ‘S9uo Suoi—sSui

-qoop JO SMoa 9Soqj Abj ‘jooy 9qj uo ‘9a9qx

•uiooa a9q oj dn Abm 9qj poj uouBj/q ’sjjiS

a9q 99S oj ‘Suiqi jsjq Aj9a 9qj ‘poqsB sjsonS

9iJjq s,uouBp\[ ‘UBSoq AjJBd 9qj U9q7V\.

,,‘m9, 99S

n, 9UO OJSJ„ 'UMOp SBM 9UO JSBJ 9qj U9qM

‘pojBpop 9qs ,,i9a9qj ui9, 9ab9j jsnf q, j,,

•JOJOD pUB 9ZIS 9UIBS 9qj 9a9M JBqj

9Soqj a9qj9§oj jnd 9qs U9qj, '.loop 9qj uo

SMOJ ui ‘9UO Aq 9UO ‘Ajqjoouis jno sSuiqoojs

:Hooa AHias-ANNHS anx st



TI

aq; piB| aqs 'aoBj Aspqyiq b uo :^nd

pip 9qs :(nq—qaoM o; :iu9m uoub]/\[ og

,/ApB9u Abmb iu9qi :^nd puB ‘sSuiqDO^s

9m ;jos •AvoaJO^u-o:^ SumjBp 9q:f op piM 9jW,,

•p3-i9AvsuB ppgpBjg 'sjpq ,/uouBj/q ‘9mo9 A9q;

9JOj9q 99BJ ABpqpiq b uo ^nd noA 9doq i,,

^/SuiuiOD 9JB spiS 9m ‘S9pis, ,,
9qs </ABP

-mqq Aui uo UJBp o; 9ABq o; jibj ^,usi :h,,

•Aupm-iiq s.uouBj/q uo 9UIB9 Aup

3uipU9UI ;Bm q99M 9UO p9U9ddBq II MOJS[

•pti9tu dpq puB mos o:^ J9q aoj uiooj J9q

o^ dn p9uaB9 9a9M sSuiqoop uB9p 9q:i q99Av

Aj9A3 ‘ujBp o:^ SumjB9i sbm UOUBp\[

,/ABjd pUB ‘pp 9imq B 9q J9mBJ p^ I

•ApBi B JO puiq ^uv 9q oj jubm j,uop j,,

:p9qd9J Ajuo uouBpq ssijai siqj ox
•ApBj jB9i B 9q a9A9 pjuoD pi3 opjq Apijun

ou jBqj J9q ppj j9qjoui a9H -p^^ojB s3uiqj

3uiAB9l jnoqB SS9paB9 AJ9A SBAV UOUBpV

..AXHVd ONI:HOOXSm S.NOIHVPV

nooa A:Hins-ANNns aui
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9C aivx-3ixxvx anx

OS nv-xi-xv3 AHIV3 anx

xvj aiVHij

CS
‘ xvH 3HIO s.Nvny

PMOOH saiiiAis anx

II ..AIHVJ ONiaDOlS,, S,N[OIHVI^[
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SXN3XN0D anx
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