ULK&D

HISTORY
of the
| 480
AERO CONSTRUCTION SQUAIRON

From North and South, East and West they came, bankers and plumbers,
artists and waiters. Are these the men that are to represent America, to form
the greatest army in & few short months of thaining that the world has ever seen ({)

To free humanity from the bonds of darkness and slavery, selfish
uncrupulous, unprincipled might and raise the torel of liberty that all the world
my enjoy its light, that American manhood with its hdgh ideals of courage,
confidence, respect gor home and country, the sacred rights of womsnhood, honor
and integrity may be stamped ineffably upon ciwilization and advance humanity.

Well, 80 we poured into this military post adt Kelly Field, where we
were soon to forget the comforts of home and loved ones and make friends with
strangers, bivouacs, marches, camp fires, mess kits, beans, bugle calls, reveille
and Texas dust.

But each man was a general in his mind, with high ideals and had
that do or die spirit; fighting for her, his oountry and girl, whether mother or ##
sister, sweetheart or wife, that spirit which is unconquerable which” laughs -
uncomplainingly at hardships and horrors, torture and death. It was this group
of men and this spirit which formed itself August 1l2th, 1917 into an organization
which from the first was known as the "Fighting Sixty Eighth". The organigation '
was most ably commanded by 1st Lieutenant Dudley H. Mills, who not only commanded .
their movemants from & military standpoint, but also gained their admiration and [
respect. There was no end to his enepgy. When he gave the order "Attentionn \‘a
thats what he meant and if you scratched your ear for one second, you were sure to
have to scratch pots and pans for at least a weeke We learned to call a coat a |
blouse, a rifle & plece etc., but this was only the begimning of our training -\
which was followed up by drill, and then drill again, ard ended up with more drill. |

Soon we knew that nSquad Right" was not the same as "Right by Squadsn |
and that the command "Fall in" did not 1literally mean what it expressed, that there
was such & thing as l-2«3-4=Hip, that.you mst keep the cadence and hold your
forty inches and snap out 4f it.

From drill we were promoted to guard duty - instructed that our
rifles were our only friends when on duty, shown how to walk a post that was not a
post, and advised that we mmst tell the Officer of the Day who only came out at -
nightime, that we recognized him in the dark, six paces away, and that our orders werg
digided into twe classes - General and Special; that we were to give the alarm in
case of fire and discharge our piece, when we were never given ammunition.

At last Saturday would come and we would be lined up for inspection,
stood at attention and supposed to look straight in front of us, while an Officer
would walk down the line looking for trouble and trying to make a contortionist
out of some farmer, instructing him with a punch in the stomach that he must suck
1t up into his chest, throw back his shoulders, keep his chin in, his hips mst .
be straight and his hat not on the back of his head like a cowboy but over his
eyes s0 he could not see the enemy. After that quarters were inspected;if your
overcoat was on the wrong nail, your fork where your knife should have been, or
if someone had accidently put & wrinkle in your blanket or kicked your shoes an.
eighth of an inch from there proper place you were sure to hear about it later. '

Now all those that had not scratched their ears at the wrong time /" /
or had their stomach or shoes out of place were given passes for the weekend. g /

/
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This permitted them to go out on the Frio Road which ran through camp and hail
a Ford, which already looked liks & morgue with heads, arms and legs sticking
out of all possible openings, doors, custains and roof and tell the driver they
would give him two bits to take them to town - San Antonio. There they were
allowed to squander their money on everything but booze, they were allowdd to
take their girls to the movies, (The lajestic), or have & meal at the Menger,
Gunter, St. Anthony or other hotels where beans or hash never figured on the memi.

To some 0f the men such names &8 the Buckhorn, Allied Village,
White City or Soladad will bring fond reflections and vivid recolections. While
those of a serious mind, the sight seers and globe trotters will never forget
the o0ld Spanish Missions and the Shrine of the Lone Star State, the Alamo.

The unfortunates doing "K.P" and Company punishment contented
themselves by slipping over to the Buckhorn Saloon or Kelly Inn, where many a

“ld party tOO Placee.
~—~~ However, every day was not & Saturday or a Sunday and there were

K parades to be gone through, in which incidently the "Fighting Sixty Eighth" took
first place each time 1t passed in review. 1In spiée €€ these records due to our
Commanding Officers efforts, he was ordered to another post, and Capt. Kellerher
filled his place for several days and then passed the buck, to speak in a military
fashdon to 2nd Lieutenant S. Arthur Love, Jr., who took command November 8th, 1917.

The good work of the orgenization was ca8rried on; the outfit being
advanced to such & point of efficiency that they were now ready to partake of the
duties of an Aero Construction Squadron. Every man had been promised by the
recruiting officers all over the comntry, that this was the branch of the service
to enter if you desired to fly, and so one bright sunmny morning we were lined up
in front of our aeroplanes and which turned out to be picks and shovels - the
only thing we ever made to fly with them was Texas dirt and dust. Oh! it was a
great life; especially after it had rained, then you would start out with.only
your pick and shovel, and come home well set up in the Real Estate Business with
half of Texas on your feete In the meantime all kinds of tools from a coblers
outfit to a buzzsaw were nailed up in boxes, the desks were crated, the chairs were
crated, and everything went through the stages of being pacKed and unpacked daily =
for there were remours and dope such as only & body of soldiers can coin, floating
all over camp, that we were to move in two days, requisitions were put in for
everything from mosquitoes to housewives, for we must be preparede

The two days and yes two months rolled by, and we were still at
Kelly. However, do not immagine that these were months of idleness. Ah, nol! that
is an unknown word to army men.

There were Liberty Loan drives, Insurance Attacks, Compulsory
Allotments, where one was asked if married or single, if so, state how many children
and other embarasing quastions, then finally the doctors got hold of you &nd you
received your first wound in the army - & shot intthe arm, not once, but three
times if lucky, for if unlucky and they lost your vaccination record or the dope
did not take, then your arm was likely to look like a pincushion.

Those that survived these various attacks were now upged to oomo
out and try for the football team and see if Kelly Field with a bunch of pick and
shovel fliers could not beat the doughboys of Camp Travis oa Thanksgiving Iay,
That will ever be a memorable day to most of us; everyone turned out for the big
game to be played at Camp Travis at two-thirty after having enjoyed a wonderful
turkey dimner. They arrived in all sorts of vehicles, machines, Fords, buckboards
and trains. It wa a great sight, that amphitheater crowded with men by the
thousands in 0.D. uniforms and spotted here and thare by bits of color worn by the
fair sex all blended together harmomiously by the warm tones of & sunshiny day.

Aproplanes flew over the crowd and from one of these, the football

which was to be used for the game was dropped, Cheers rent the air, military
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bands played, and officers and enlisted men moved and yelled as Kelly Field
popeatedly geined until Camp Travid was scored upone Thenit was that Travis
attempted to introduce a goat which they claimed was Kelly Flelds goat, in a
conspicuous place before our bandstand. Like light§ning from a clear sky the
"Righting Sixty Eighth" left their seas$s in one impulsive mob rush, followed by
the men from the other organizations; & riot nearly ensued. However, our squadron
never attempted anything half-heartedly, so we brought the goat, more dead than
alive to be sure, and then were forced to give it up by the Colonel and his band
of M,Ps. Kelly drew first blood of the next quarter but was defeated the last
few mimutes of play, the score being six to seven - defeated by ome point.

Some more of that up in the &ir flying stuff. While the gridiron
battle was raging, another onme was going on in the barracks of the sixty eighth,
for Private Guy D., was in charge of quarters. He was put there and told to $#i##
exercise his authority and he did in a herculean way that nearly proved disastérous
to several members of the outfit, All things must come to an end and so at last
we received orders on December 165th, to move to Morrison. Va., our port of
embarkation. With wild cheers and yells, the men greeted the news. Within
. twenty~-four hours & weeks work must be done, that is to say, crates nailed up,
barracks bags packed, quarters cleaned, the organization filled up to strength,
and everyone with anything in théér name which sounded like German must be trans-
fered out and everyone must have their innoculation complets. It was a busy night
but morning dawned at last and wverything was ready and before we realized it, we
were snaping out of it - marching to the train. The train whistles; we wave
goodbye to Kelly Field, her northers, dust storms, heat and dust - for we were on
our way *"Over There".

Now kind reader probably you enjoy traveling, we do also under
certain conditions but this time we were to »ealize that "too mmch is enough" for we
wore on this train for five days and nights. But let me describe it to you day
by day and them you can form your own opinion of this trip "The terrors of war or
five days On & trodép 'trainv To begin with it wasa misty grey Saturday morning and
looked any minute as if it would rain, but we were so anxious to start for "Over
There". that even in spite of the gloomy weather and the fact that the most of the men
had besn up all night, all the boys were in jubilant spitits. There were two other
squadrons on this train with usthe 70th and 71lst. TFirst came the seYeral baggage
cars, then our squadron and part of the 70th, then the diner and commissary car
and afterwards the other half of the 70th Squadron and ended up with the Officers
car at the end of the train to which temporarilly & caboose and extra engine were
added in order to husiae us through the immense state of Texas,

The men were orowded in the cars, three in two seats, so that at night
one man could take the upper berth and the ofhér two men sleep on the two seats
whick were converted into a bed. S0 many men were being rushed to the concentration
Points at the ports of embarkation that the trains could not be held lang enough
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to be thoroughly cleaned, so ours proved to be no exception. {
bur first meal on the train was served about 2.00 pe.m., we ha-ﬂng ( |

started at about 11.00 oclosk. Now to feed about five hundred men at the sanme

time from one kitchen with only narrow train isles for circulation is not the ,,/{..

L

easiest thing in the world. Someone will be coming with a G.I. can holding about
six buckets of coffee, and then one of those three restless souls, always oh the
move a&nd never satisfied wants to pass down the isle. The men carrying the can
object to having him put his foot in it and those in the seat do not want to be
used for a door mat, while the unruly cantankerous individual acts as if his life
depended on getting down that isle. But this is ohly an incident, for the G.I. .
can proaeeds down the isle from car to car, followed by beans and then more beans
and then maybe potatoes and always bread, so the first day passes and finally the
sovereign sleep reigns throughout the entire length of our seventeen coaches,
withfg$$ the exception of the guards, a sentinel being posted at the end of #sch
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coach, along with a barrel.of water, which water we find is only for washing
parposes. Of course a&s usual there is the Officer of the Day who must make his
rounds during the wee small hours of the night to see that all is well.

Reveille however brings most of us from dream=land into the cold
bddck reality and the problem of getting washed up from our small wash basin
which suddenly becomes most popular. Some succeed and others fail but braakfast
comes along and tastes Jjust tthe same to us all whether our hair is combed or not
for we are ravenously hungrye. ' _

It always happens that about meal time the signals become confused
in some way for the engine in the rear trfes to shove us ahead, while the one 1n
the lead puts on all breaks or vice-versa. Anyhow, whatever it 1s,.it proves
to be very annoying for the coffee has passed and we are at leadt & mile furthar
down the tracke. Such 1s travel in Texas.

However, kind reader we want to take you to Paris with us, so be
patience for it is only the second day out, yet &lready this far famed city is
approaching. There must be some mistake, this really camnnot be Paris, the city of
our dreams. Whether 1t is or not, the traln decided it is about meal time &nd
we are due for some kind of excltement, so jumt as we pull into the station and the
coffee is being served the engine Jjwups the track and train and coffee came to an
immediate stop, fortunately the coaches remain on the dracks, but the coffee - o=
enough said - ¢ -4 Now while the engine is being jacked out of the mud, lunch is
finished and then we take our first hike. Up one street and down another we go,
led by our Lieutenants and followed by the towns pepple, who cheer us and wave
farewells, then the C.0. says, let her rip boys and we burst into song to the
tune of Goodbye Broadway Hello France, followed by other popular songs until it is
time to teturn, then we march for a short space through the crowded section of the
town at attention and end up with double time down the hill to the train and are
loaded aboard; the train watered and we proceed on our waye.

Well, so it went, day in day éut being very much alike. The colored
portors danced and sang for the hoys by day and fought with them over blanjets and
candles at night, for the gas was always giving out and the electricity did not
WOrke

our route lay through Texas, Oklahoma, Arkansas, Missouri and accross
the Blue Ridge liountains stopping at Huntington, West Va., &nd finally at Richmond
Va., &nd half a day later at Morrison. Va., where we were to discover the value of
ratience and wait several months to continue our Jjourneye. '

It was late on the afternoon of Thursday December 20th, 1917, when
& crowded trpop train pulled into a siding just beyond the small town of Morrison,
Va., &nd it was from this train, while waiting for our orders to get off, that the
membersoof the 8ixty Bighth Aero Squadron first saw the camp to which they were
goinge The scene that met their eyes was not one of a beautiful camp, &s everyone
had imagined, but instead the very opposite. It was really nothing but & wooded s
swamp, with about twenty five large wooden warehouses, running at about thirty
degree angle from the tracks. While & little furthmr back was about eighteen
barracks, with messhalls for each barracks. These barracks which were nearing
completion ran at right angles to the railroad, one of the’48 we later found out
proved to be our future home for the timemwe were at Morrison.

After receiving the command to "Detrain" we lined up in a2 colum of
two's and startted to cross what looked like a sea of mud. At first we tried to
keep our shoes and leggings from becomming mmddy, but finally gave it up &s a bad
Job, trusting to luck that our heads would stay above the water and mmde. After
walking several hundred feet we reached our destination, barracls mumber fifteenm,
and we certainlyla sorry looking lot. These barracks as mentioned previously,
were only partly completed and we were without heat or light of any kind.
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After removing our packs, everyone excepting the cooks and K.PS (Kitchen Police)
were detailed to unload and carry our supplies and other equiptment from the ears
to the barracks. This proved to be a harder task than we immagined as most of the
articles were heavy and they also had to be .carried over the same ground as we
had walked over a short while before. This work lasted until ahout 8.00 p.m,
when everything was safely in the barracks. By this time our cooks had prepared
& hastily cooked meal and everyone ate ravehously. The meal being over, everyone
was busy making themselves comfortable for the night, canvas cots were set up and
it being very cold all available clothing was utilized &s blankets in order to
kKeep warme

The foldowing morning we were awakened at 5.30 a.my &nd shortly f
aféerwards had breakfast, this meal being over, most of us wondered whas our next
task would be - this we soon found out. |

Outside our barracks were quite & number of tree stumps which had
to be pulled, and this proved to be our first job in the new camp. The boys went

to work willingly enough but it was very dirty and tiresome work. With every blow \

of the axe a shower of mud would fly, covering everyone within range, causing the
men to utter words that would not be fit for publication, while those outside the
range of mud, would laugh at the pdight of the unfortunate victims.

By nightfall, the sight in the immediate vicinity of our barracks
presented an altogether different appearence. Whenever & stump was pulled the
hole was filled and the ground lezeled as good as possible under the muddy conditions.
While in several places there were to be seen the last flickering flames of the stumps
that had been piled 4p and were buraning all day longe.

The main purpése of building this camp, was for & concentration and
embarkation camp for troops gding overseas. It was situated about seven miles notht
of Newport News, and about three quarters-of a mile from the James River. An ideal
location, as the Chesapeak and Ohio railroad ran by the camp and from this line |
track sidings ran alongside each whishouse. Eash of these warehouse had a large plat-
form, making it easy for the shipping of soldiers or supplies. A company od
soldiers could be ordered from thelr bdrracks, and in about five minutes time be
placed on trains leaving for the embarkation docks, about forty-five minutes ride.

As this camp was far from being completed, it will be neccessary to
give the reader an idea of the existing conditions -~ there were no roads over which
a truck of any kin& could travel, all material had to be carried from the railroad
or else from the state road, which was several hundred yards from the camp. Between
the camp and this road was notning but a wooded swamp covered with underbrush and
fallen trees. This of course made it very hard work when any materials were brought
into camp, and it was & very tedious job. There was no fire protection, altho at
each end of the camp large steel structures were in couree of erection, these when
finished would have two large steel water tanks to be used in case of fire.

For drainage there was only a small ditch running the length of the
camp, this ditch to say the least was very inadequate to drain such a sight as that
chésen for this campe Running alongside this ditch, on the side nearest the warehouses
was & small narrow gauge railway, this was uwsed mostly for carrying refuse of all
desoriptions to a place where it could be collected by wagons. All water supply
was tempdrary and was not connected up to the barracks, thic made 1% neccessary to
carry to the kitchen in cans and pails, all water used for dooking purposes, which -
under the mddy conditions was far from being an easy task. From these facts, the
reader can get & small idea of what the men of this and also the other Squadrons in

camp had to contend with.
" The men after getting comfortably settled in thelr barracks, were

sent out on working details every day. These detalls cowared many and all kinds of
jobs that were mean and disagreeable. ## A non-commnissioned officer, preferably
took charge of the men while at work, he saw that the men kept busy, while he
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himself paratically did no work at all. 1In spite of the mmddy donditions and
cold weather, the men of this Squadron did very léttle complaining. They were
always in high spirits and could be seen going to work, or coming home from same,
all singing the popular somgs of the day, instead of guns being on their shoulder,
one could see such weapons &8 picks, shovels and crow bars. When one considers
that\g e day shortly after sur arrival, until a few days previous to our departure
for France, we did work of a most disagreeable character, yet the spirtt of the
men was wonderful. A4All the time that we were at this camp, we spent working out
doors in bitter cold weather, when the temperature dropped to & point betwean six
and ten degrees below zero. The inhabitants claiming it to be the coldest winter
on record for that region. Beside the cold the men had to contend with rain, hail
and show, to say nothing of mmd and water which could be found everywhere.

Finally towards the end of February the camp was beginning to look
as a camp should look. The severe weather was about over and the ground surrounding
the barracks and messhall was all leveled off, with grass beginning to show here and
there, while throughout the camp there were wooden sidewalks which were later to be
replaced by concrete. The drainage systems were about completed and the rsads as well
A heavey truck could proceed through the camp withouth the chauffeur having any
fear of disapegring with truck and all into a sea of mude Our barracks were heated
with hot air and lighted with elecgricity, they were also fitted with a fine washroom,
with showeres and all modern convienences.

The Y.M. was our chlief amusement center, but many boys enjoyed Sundey
and weekend passes, enabling them to visit both Newport News and Norfolk.

The Squadron was placed under quarantine twice during its stgy in
this camp and we spent our first Christmas in the army, under these conditions;
nevertheless with the aid of packages from home and the thoughtfulness of Lieut.
Miller, our Commending Officer, we were well supplied with the good things of life
and everyone had & fine time.

Preparatory to sailing to France, quite & number of men received
five day passes to go home, and like every other squadron of soldiers, we also had
men who went absent withcut leave. These furloughs were given out as long as it
was possible without interfering with the plans or preparations for the days previous
to sailing, so naturally there were many disapointed men, but their sorrows were
soon forgotten as the long expected day arrived on March 4th, when we recelved
orders to entrain for the first part of our Jjourney overseas.

We left camp about 11,00 a.m. and after a very slow Journey,
eventually reached the docks at Newport News, here after much shifting and moving
around we finally boarded the transport at 2.15pr.m. We were among the last troops
to go on board, and were therefore not put down in the lower hold as some of the
troops were, our quarters being only one deck below the forward hatche After being
assigned to our bunks we were permitted to go on deck, but only in the vicinity of
the ship in which we were stationed. We soon out the name of the transport was
"U.S.S. ladawaska" formerly one of the interned German liners, kmown &8s the "Koenig
Wilhelm II" We did not leave the docks until 3.30 Pem. March 5th, and after the ship
was well under way, we were given lifeboat drill tomget us accostumed to our positions
in case of emergency. By this time we were away from land and we thought on our .
way North to New York Harbour. This proved to be correct, for the mext day about muv
11,30 a.m., we dropped anchor in upper New York Bay, orposite St. George, Staten
island. We stayed here for about an hour, and then weighed anchor once more and
headed to ses. The day was & very foggy one, and we proceeded through the Marrows
with cautione At 3.00 p.m. we once more dropped anchor, this time in the midst
of a large convoy of ships, about half way between Fort Hamilton and Coney Island,
we remained here until late the following day, during this wait other ships began
move out th sea and about 6.15 pem. lMarch 7th, we weighed anchor and stadted on oup
first adventure. Everyone was happy and gave vent to there feelings &nd emotions
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by singing poprular songse.
The trip accross was rather a long one, and the men passed the time

boxing, reading magezines and singing. At night there was really nothing to do
but sit around the deck and talk in low tones, no smoking was permitted betwemn
Sunset and Sunrise and there were no lights above deck at alle. Below there were
just enough blue lights to enable one to see the passageways.

In our convoy there were four ships, with the battleship North
Carolina in the lead. The ships usually traveled fomr abreast unless the weather
was very rough when they only traveled two abreast.
| There were several duties the men had to perform each day, among
them being K.P. and Guard Duty. Len were also posted as lookouts in different
patts of the ship, these men had to report everything that was seen floating on the
water, whether it was paper, driftweod or ships, as U.Boats have been kmown to
disguise there periscopes, making them look like driftwood, floating boxes etc.

By this time quite & number of men were seasick, and those fortunate
enoughtto be ' well had the time of their lives fooling their seasick comrades.

Everything aboard ship went along fine, the sailors quarters were
opened almost every night for the soldiers, also a movie show twice & week, afd a
well stocked canteen was run on board where men could buy almosé everything desired.

late in the afternoon of llarch 15th, we entered the so called danger
zone, and froin this day on we had to sleep with our clethe on, also our life
preserverse On Sunday March 17th, we entered the Bay of Biscay, until this time
we only had one cruisefas a means of protextion, &ltho eadh ship was armed fore
and aft with $ix inch guns but on Honday the 18th several destroyers were sighted
and these were to take us into port, the speed with they circled around the ships
was wonderful and they seemed to be everywhere &t the same time. Our cruiser
left us on this date and we were told it was going back to the States.

Lifeboat drills were a daily event, every man having to take part, .
and go tb his proper station when the alarm was sounded. At first there was a little
confusion but after a few days practise we took our positions as soldiers should. |

The 19th of March proved to be the most exciting day of the trip, about
2,00 pem., the Abandon Ship Alarm sounded and every man took his place on deck.

There were remours of a submerine having been sighted and the destroyers were
circling around all the ships, the gun crew on our ship were at there posts and

the powder magezines were opened up ready for actione Omne of the destroyers several
mndred yards away on our starboard side was seen to drop two depth bombs; these
caused the water to rise to a great heigth and the vibration could be felt on our s
ship. After this there seemed to be no rwre excitement but as a safety measure, .
no one was allowed below deck until dark and then an extra watch was put one. - 1
During this danger the discipline of everyone on board was to be highly commended. i

It was just abomt twylight of this same day when the convoy was split,
two ships and four destroyers going in one diredtion, while the remaining ships and :
four destroyers went in another. ;
' Wednesday March 20th, Belle Isle was sighted, all around us were to be
seen small sailboats, mostly painted red, these were used as fishing smacks by the -4
French and comparing them with the boat we were on they seemed very small.
Overhead two aeroplanes circled around several times and then headed for shore. Vhen
we dropped anchor about 10.00 a.m., we seemed to be in a small bay but quite a
distance from shore. Quite near us the masts and smofestacks of a sunken ship
were sticking above the waves; no doubt a victim of the U.Boats.

Here, we were told to write letters to our folks and friends, letting
them kmow we had reached France safely. Preparations were also made for debarkation.

When we awoke the morning of the 21st, we saw that our position had
been changed, instead of being a great distance form shore we were quite close to it,
and we later found out that we were satanding off the locks running into St. Nazaire.

Wi - e

’ —”‘



U iLay
(8)

About noon we started on our Jjourney through the locks and then
through the cadal, finally reaching our destination, we tied up at the docks at
1230 Pelle

We filed down the gangplank and through the harrow passageway
like cattle and at last were on French soil. NO one needed to tell us that we
were in a foreign country, for everything we looked at had an unfamiliar appearance,
from the railresad cars on the dock, to the signs on the buildings in the street,
where we were lined up waiting for the remainder of the troops to leave the bdate.

There was considerable confusion and as soldiers we probably
rather a poor impression on the few unlookers present. As soon &s all were off the
transport, we started our march to the ®Rest Camp" on the outskirts of the town.
Contrary to our expectations we had no big reception, no little Madamsoiselles
came rumning out to kiss the boys, true the people did seem to watch us with
interest, but there seemed to be few on the streets and most of these were women
in mourning or else wounded French soldiers. It was a beautiful clear warm day
and with our packs and overcoats we scon began to feel the effect of our three
weeks inaction on shipboard. '"Was there ever such a long steep hill as that one
leading to camp !- Well, we dont remember where it was". For the reputation of
480 be it said that no one fell outy, and we finally came into camp.

First we expected to use Pup Tents but after driving the cows out
of some barracks, we made ourselves comfortable on the bare slats or on the dirt
floor and mmx waited for our suppere. It was here that we had our first taste of

"Corned Wiily and Hardtack". The Officers were in the same boat as the rest af

us and were goetting pointers as to how to manage their messkits and new"Sam Brown"
belts all at the same time. That evening we changed our good American Dollars
into Francs and Sous, having & hard time to realize that those "Soap Wrappers"
could really be moneye.

our second day in  France was taken up mostly in having much needed
baths and washing clothes. The whole Squadron will remember this as the coldest
bath on record, &8s the season was March and we stood under a two irch stream, ice
cold, in an old shack with no staves present. The next day in our "Resat.Camp"
we were occupled in drilling and fatigue duty, & carpenter detail being required
for shovel and wheelbarrow work on & new Base Hospital.

The following morning we received orders to break camp and marched
through town to the railroad yards. This was our first experience with "Side door
Pulmans”". Ve were lucky and got second and third class coaches instead of cars of
the regular "Forty Men - Eight Horse " variety. As the day was hot and we had
not received & noonday meal, our first thoughts after reaching the train, were of
food and drinke. The squadron cooks gave us baked beans and hard tack and men in
each compartument were issued their three day traveling rationse. French women and
children crowded along the side of the train selling fruit and chocolate and
through the fence on. the other side of the track bottlos began to appear and the
train pulled out to the sounds of Yankee cheers, brohn glass and poping corks.

our route followed through the beautiful valley of the Loire.
We passed through Namtes and the country beyond was very picturesque with its red
roofed houses, white winding roads, green fields, vineyards covered slopes &nd
big windmills on the hill tops.

After traveling all the afternoon and the following night we
arrived at Romorantin our destination at 9.00 a.m. liarch 25th,

We shall all remember the morning when we lined up in the station
yard under the big trees. We were here in France a&nd our work just ahead of us,
The weather was like a day in May and the only question was "How far is camp® »
and" Why do we have to carry our overcoats". After marching about an hour and
& half we found Lhe answer to the first question but never ddd lesrn the answer

to the other.
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On the outskists of the town we passed trenches and dugouts which the

French had used in training thele recruits in tremch warfares About a mile
further on we came th the edge of the American camp. There were about three or
four one story wooden barracks and a small Y.M.C.A. Hut half hidden among scrubby
pine trees. A little further on, we passed a group of French houses and a mill
with a tall chimney beside the river to our righte Soon we could see the frame
of &2 steel building on the left where American soldiers, in there blue denims,
yelled a welcome to us and a little further we passed a coppany of Chinese laborers
on road repair. We thoughtnow we must be nearly to our stopping place but instead
we Kept on for about a m.lle) passing once in a while a French house but no more
American buildings until we came to group of about & dozen barracks and a small ny"
tent on the right with the skeleton of & steel building on the left.

Hoere we turned in and rested ini.a field whilé the cooks prepared a meal .
and members of an older Squadrog finished our barracks so we:would have & shelter
Yor the nighte A few hundred yards back of the camp was the river Sauldre and on
the far side the little town of Pruniers. As this was in the good times before the
days of M.P's (Military Police) the fellows proceeded to inspect the town. That
night we had our first emperience with the enemy, known in squadron history as
"The first battle of Cognac". We received a few camualties but were all present
at reveille.

That morning we were set to work helping the Chinese laborers dig the
main drainage ditch. It was hers that we learned that Chink Drivers were not
armed, that non-commissioned officers were expected to woek in France and that men
could lean on thekr shovels to rest but must newer sit down.

All the constridction squadrons were under the orders of camp engineer-
ing headquarters. Our men were detailed on different work, some on drainage,
some on water supply, some on building barns and latrines and others on telephone
and rozd building detailse.

The camp wa&s known by the name of Air Service Production Center #<2.

It was located about four miles from Romorantin and extended about two miles on
both sides of the maih highway which ran about east and west. The whole area was
some s8ix miles long by one and a half miles widee The line of the French narrow
gauge Argent to LeBlanc railroad ranfthrough the center of the camp providing
pasenger service to Romorantin and also to Gievres, three miles away, where a
large intermediate supply depot of the American army was located. In order to
rrovide freight facilitées, a standard guage railroad had been built by the
Americans into camp from Gievres which connected with the mail line between Bourges
and Tours. Work bn the field had been started in February 1918 and when we
arrived we found six squadrons hagd‘at work. About twenty burracks had been
built, two supply warehouses completed and two steel buildings started. The
drainage system was only Jjust begun, there was no water supply except by tank
wagons, no lighting system, no bath houses and the telephone system was Just
being installed at the Bngineering headquarters. A greater part of the vamp was
covered with pine trees and what was to by the flying field was & wooded swamp.

To give some idea of the work comtemplated on the field, it might be
daid that Xhere were to be eight large plants consisting of eight wteel buildings
eache. These plants were to have a floor space of two hundred and fifty thousand
square feet eachand were to be used for aeroplane assembling, salvage and motor
repair worke In addition, there were to be some thirty warehouses, each approximately
five hundred feet by fifty feet of both steel and wood construction, about fifty
steel hangers] baloon sheds for repairfff and inspection work, motor truck repair
shops, garages and barracks for not less than fifteen thousand men.

In all, & floor space of well towards three million sguare feet
was to be roofed in and in additiog there was a flying field a mile and a bhalf long,
by one half mile wide to be cleared of trees, drained, leveled and rolled, several

m
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miles of road to be built and complete water, electric light and power and
telephone systems to be installed and also a complete three thousand bed Base
Hospital to be built.

During the last few days of liarch we had good weather and didnt
mind our open air mess-hall and river bathing place but during April it rained
constantly. We lived in rubber boots and slickers. It was a question of whick
leaked the worse, raincoats or the barrack roofs. This was the time when the
"Second Story Men" in the barracks had their first need of pup tents to keep their

bldnkets dry.
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One night, just after being put to sleep by a downpour of rain, we
were awakened by the ery, "Fick up wyour shoes if you dént want them to float mway"
water had come in under the orderly room door and was four inches deep all over the
barfacks. Anywhere off the main road was mud and water, and boards laid on the
ground while working would sink out of sight if left any time. It was almost
impossible to transport construction materials. At times it was neecessary for the
men to help the trucks by hauling on long ropes. Right here, is where the light
Fiat trucks, with there {#m pneumatic tyres showed there fitness for this work.

When other trucks were stuck in the mmd holeg, they were doing the work or else
rulling out the big fellows.

During this period, £80 men were doing miscellaneous worke. Some
were put on detached service at Paris and Tours, some on Military Police duty,
some on motor truck convoy work bringing trucks from the portc inland, some
detailed supervising Chinese labor and some on special duty at Post headquarterse.

The greater part of the Squadron were on wood cutting details or else building
construction. lapy of the men were unaccostumed to constructiom work and it was at
this time that we had our only serious accident, when & staging broke injjuring

one man s0 that he was in the hospital for several weeks.

During this rainy season, the boys were getting up at 5.30 a.m. in
the dark cold damp mornings having their breakfast of bacon, black coffee, bread |
and sometimes oatmeal or misnamed hotcakese 7This meal was served to the fellows |
walting in line under the dripping eaves of the kitchen shack and eating under the '
tarpaulin shelter which was zalled our messhall. After a mornings work of carrying
steel or crawling around on hands 8nd kmees on wet corrugated iron ¥oofs, the men
came in at noon a bedragled, rusty, looking bunclr to an unheated barracks but
there was no complaining and ever bgdy just took things as they came. Afternoon
was just & repetition of mor#ing until dayk. To,show the spitit of the men - Ome
night about 11.00 pe.m. the Sergeant Majob received orders to get the names of all
truck drivers, as all available men were to be sent to the fromt with trucks. The
Germens were n#ar Paris and the Allies were having there hands fiall holding them.
Well, everybody in 480 was a truck g@griver that Bad ever seen & Fliver and all
rushed down to the motor park. Unfortunately none of the 480 men were needed and
they were a surely a disapointed lot of men.

At first the only place of amsement of entertainment was the little
Y.M.C.Ae tent or else the mumerous cafds where the fellows made their aquaintance
with the differeiit kinds of French wines and discovered there was no such thing as
# good beer in the French scheme of life. On Sunday there was no work exgcept for
the unlucky unloading details, made up each Sunday from the unfortunates whose names
began with A or B or those who had missed Reveille. On this day, passes were given
to town and nearly everybody availed themselves of the popportunity to get a real bath,
do a little shopping, see the French movies and most important of all to get & real
feed.

When Spring came, work on & camp garden and hog farm was started,
one of the 480 Officers bwing put in charge with the men from the: squadron to do the

actual work.
The first real chance the 480 had of showing its efficiency, as a
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unit, was on warehouse construction. On April 16th, 8 detail of men from

480 a.nd some from other squadronsg.about one hundred men altogether,ustarted

work on & five huudred foot by fifty foot warehouse, First of all, the site had
to be mleared of standing timbers. The trees were all grubbed out roots and
all, a gang of Chinese helping to clear them away as fast as felled. A

portable gasoline saw mill was set up where part of the trees were cut up into ¢
timbers, hewed into sills or made into posts,Within a week the building frame wes
- up, where seven days before the trees had stoodjand two weeks from the time we
started, the warehouse was gompleted with corrugated iron roof, tile walls amd
dirt 'tloor all graded.

May the 16th L, we, together with the 485th Squadron, received
orders to move the hext daye. Of course we all expected we were going to the
front, but instead we went to Gievres three miles away to build some steel
warehouses there at the supply depot. On arrival, we were quartered in tents
and worked Saturday and Sunday putting up barracks for wurselves. AS soon as
these were completed, each squadron started on & five hundred foot steel
warehouse. It was race to see who would finish first, concrete foundations
were poured one day and columms put up the next and in some instances, columms
were placed in the afternoon on piers that had been poured in the morning.

The men were amateurs at steel work but nevertheless the first +¢wo buildings
were completed sixteen days after starting, there being no stop on M2y 18th for
the celebration of the first Liberty Plane's flight in France or for Memorable
Dey. The buildings had heaby structural steel frames with corrugated Fibph#
galvanized iron covering rivéted on with ga¥vanized strapse,.all riveting being
done cold by hand. Buildings were equipted with ventilatort, metal framed windows
and sliding doors. It might be said here, that we were able to raise twenty-two
grusses in a day, the best record of the engineers or the high paid civilian
employees being only eleven.

Two more warehouses were started on Wednesday, the day following
the completion of the first two, and the Saturday following that, when orders were
received to return to Pruniers, all steel was in place and the ¥oof started, the
frames were in place on the second two buildings at the timec when the schedule fHi
called for the first two to be completed.

The two Squadrons returned to Pruniers camp Sunday and started
the following morning constructing some steel warehouses for spare aeroplane parts.
It was on this job, that our squadron made there record for steel work. On July
2nd, forty-one steel roof trusses and two gable ends, in other words practically
the wholo main roof supporting structure for & warehouse was erected in two hours
and forty five minutes and on July llth, forty one trusses were put up &n one hour
and Shirty eight minutes. The squadron was especially recommended for this work
by Major General Patrick.

Due to this record, forty were put on Special Duty with the
engineers for steel work excluéive.

This reduced the number of men allowed on furlough, so that ma
many were unable to take their seven day deave after their first four months in
France. However, some of us were lucky and had a lookin at Paris and spent an
enjoyable week either at French resorts én the Ebglish Channel, the foothills
of the Alpes or the Mediteransan.feast, all at the expence of Uncle Sam.

The orgeénization fast gained a reputation with engineering
headquarters for hard work and efficienscy. llen on special duty from the squadron
were invarably in charge of work where they were detailed.

During the months of July, August, September and October,
every effort was being made to cmmplete the field at the earliest possible date.
At this time the 480 did the major part of the work on several large aeroplane
assembly and salvage shops. A group of buildings for the assembling of Handley



UU iLu4
(12 )

Page machines was also well under way. When the engineering department wanted a
building rushed, it was 480 that was detailed to the Jjoby Many times we left
one building to be finished by another sqpadron while we started & new building
or & squadron was withdrawn so that we might get in and push the work to

completion.
October was & month of great activity. At this time the production

of aeroplanes was at it heigth, imny French women and several regiments of liotor
Mechanics being employed. The railroad sidings were constantly filled with wrecked
Planes from the front or crates of new planes coming from the ports whick were
speedilly unloaded by cranes. After being assembled, motors tested and machine guns
timed they were rolled out to the hangers or immediately convoyed to the frent.

This testing of machine guns and motors could be heard night and day, salvage planes

were rebuilt in the shops for the use of student fliers.
Our Commanding Officer Lieutenant Sutton was transfered to the

Lngineers September 27th, 1918 but he was ably succeeded by Lieutenant Jones one

of the Officers previously attached to the squadron.
At éhe present time, the Armistice has been signed, the construction

work has been stopped being practisally completed and we are all awaiting that grand
and glorious day when our C.0. will say, "llen, pack up your kit bags, we are ordered
back to the 8tates. 7You know there is only one country for us anyway, and that is the

UNITED STATES OF ALERICA".

1
l
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