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How is Africa represented
in Wikipedia ?

Source: The Uneven Geography of Wikipedia. 
Oxford Internet Institute, 2018.

Photos: Wikimedia 
Commons

https://geography.oii.ox.ac.uk/the-uneven-geography-of-wikipedia/


• To increase the coverage of Africa in 
Wikipedia

• To broaden public outreach and 
visibility

Boys returning from their initiation in the Poro, Panguma (Sierra Leone), 1936. 
Wikimedia Commons, Collection Hofstra, African Studies Centre, Leiden

Why do we contribute
to Wikipedia?

Screenshot Page views Oct. 2020



Why do we contribute
to Wikidata ?

To make use of Wikidata’s strength: 
Its capability to
• answer complex questions 
• present the research results visually
• connect other databases and collections 

of information (Linked Data)

https://www.wikidata.org

https://www.wikidata.org/


Why do we contribute
to Wikidata?

https://scholia.toolforge.org

https://scholia.toolforge.org/


Six ways academics can 
contribute to Wikipedia

1. Check three Africa-related Wikipedia entries. Correct 
mistakes or add a source.

2. Write an article about an important subject still 
missing in Wikipedia.

3. Give your students an assignment including writing a 
draft Wikipedia article.

4. Check the Wikipedia article of your favourite African 
university or institute.

5. Check https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Category:Africa-
related_lists and see what's missing.

6. Donate the Africa photographs from you or your 
institute to Wikimedia Commons.

Kenneth Onwuka Dike University 
Library, Ibadan, 1960. Wikimedia 
Commons, ASCL Koopman Collection.



Call for action

• Take a couple of minutes during AfricaKnows! and check 
the Wikipedia articles and/or Wikidata records in your 
field of research.

• Many Wikipedia articles miss references. Send us one or 
more references that could improve an article.

• Send us a photograph (taken by you) that could enrich a 
Wikipedia article.

• Inform us if you would like to follow a workshop in order 
to learn how to edit Wikipedia and its sister  projects.
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