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MEMORANDUM 

iECRE T1NODIS !XGDS 

PARTICIPANTS: 

DATE AND TIME: 

PLACE: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

MEMORANDUM OF CONVERSATION 

President Gerald R. Ford 
Ambassador Triloki Nath Kaul of India 
Dr. Henry A. Kissinger, Secretary of State and 

Assistant to the President 
Lt. General Brent Scowcroft, Deputy Assistant 

to the President for National Security Affairs 

Wednesday, August 21, 1974 

The Oval Office 
The White House 

Kaul: I know your time is precious. I want to thank you for seeing me. 

President: It was nice of you to come. 

Kissinger: The Ambassador has been in every important post in India's 
Foreign Service -- Moscow, Peking, Washington. 

President: How many years have you been in the Foreign Service? 

~ Kaul: Since Independence. 
-.., i Pre sident: Were you in the Independence Movement? 

~-&au1: We have a tradition that the Foreign Service doesn't join a political I¥arty. 
~ ~ ~ President: Please give Mrs. Gandhi my regards. 

II ~ ~ Kaul: I brought a letter. It CaIne just last night. [Tab A] 

~ I Kissinser: The AInbassador was also helpful with the North VietnaInese. 

'j President: We appreciate it. 
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Kaul: It was our duty to help. We recently received a delegation from 
the families of the missing'in action. 

I want to say we appreciate Dr. Kissinger. The situation previously 
didn't permit much contact with your predecessor. Her letter about me is 
from the Prime Minister to President Nixon. 

President: It was very nice about you. Secretary Kissinger has told me 
about the joint commission that we hope to set up. 

Kaul: Our Parliament is very suspicious. They even complained that you 
didn't receive me the first day. The Prime Minister renews the invitation 
to come to India. 

President: I got an invitation when I was Vice President and I was thinking 
of going in November. The time now has to be indefinite, but I would like 
to come. 

Kaul: Maybe Dr. Kissinger can discuss this further when he comes. Our 
democracies should have good relations. Some times our Congressmen on 
both sides are outspoken. The IDA bill we feel was discriminatory 
against us. 

President: Yes. I signed the bill but I expressed my reservations about it. 
I didn't approve that, but the legislation was vital. 

Kaul: I was assured it could be removed on another bill. 

President: We will do what we can. 

Kaul: Our new President was just elected. He received over 80% in the 
elections. 

President: What is his term? 

Kaul: Five years. 

Kissinger: It is a ceremonial job. 

Kaul: The Prime Minister hopes for good relations with the United States. 
She knows that in the past there were personal and other problems, and 
hopes that won1t interfere with our relations now. 
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President: We start with a fresh slate. 

Kau!: We'll hope for passage of the Trade Bill. We would like to double 
our trade with the United States. 

President: One of the first meetings I held was on this. I think we have 
a chance for good progress. 

[The meeting then end~d] 
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The following scan was made from a poor quality original· . 

Dear Mr. pr •• 1dant, 

I .. desired 

Ciaodh!. • to c:onyey the 

YOUI 

", t ",; · , ' , . , 

AMBAS; )OR O F INDIA 
WA' . , INOTON, D. C. 

20th August 1974 
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