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TO THE 

BRITISH SENATE, 
9 

‘ O Rj 

GREAT COUNCIL of the NATION, 

PJTRES CONSCRiPTi, 

I, NTERESr Reipuhlicif, cognofci Maids, faid 

once the Prince of Orators before a moft auguft 

altembly. To you, therefore, respectable 

BRITISH SENATORS, give me leave to 

addrefs it again, in this very critical junflure: 

when Wolves, cloathed in the habit of lambs, 

come, with a faint voice, to proflrate themfelves 

at YOUR feet, and fuppllcate the fandlion of 

YOUR authotity, to extend dill more privileges, 

already too large, and fatisfy, the better, that infa* 

liable third after Hches which confumes them. 

h It 



DEDICATION. 
a • 6 

Vill 

It was tlie opinion of the judly celebrated 

Chancellor Bacon, that fare guide of every in¬ 

quirer into NATURAL Philosophy, that Medi¬ 

cine was but a branch of it, and could not be 

improved until its imperfedfions were pointed out. 

And, how will, how can, its very well known, 

and much complained of, prefent imperfedt fhate, 

ever be pointed out, if that art be fettered, if it 

mull: be confined to a certain fet of particular peo¬ 

ple who, pleafing to call themfelves by the name of 

regular-hred to it, would like to engrofs to them- 

' felves alone, and exclufively of any one elfe befides, 

the free exercife of it; who would fain attempt to 

colour, with the rnoft infamous denominations, 

any fair and candid inquirer into the merits and 

virtues of the drugs which compofe the materia 

medica; while he is trying, for the fake of im¬ 

provements, the inexhauftible modes of their com¬ 

binations, and the innumerable advantages which 

may refult from a juft, and judicious application 

of them, in certain cafes ? Can it be expedlied that 

thofe fo opulent pradfitioners, already drowned in 

profufton, voluptuoufnefs, pleafnre and luxury, will 

exert their thickened and congealed imagination in 

the improving of an art, the very defedls, and 

imperfedtions of which, alone conftitute that un¬ 

fathomable golden mine whence they draw all 

their 
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their wealth; and which, to increafe Jlilhmore^ 

they make it a point to exercife Jlill more imper- 

fediy than it really is. Contrariis contraria 

CUR ANT UR is an axiom approved by experience, 

and undeniable by reafon. To the old, rich, and 

wealthy tradefman, grown lazy and indolent, by 

an exuberant plenty, was noi a young, induf- 

trious, man, oppofed, what would become of trade, 

commerce and merchandifing? Er ror and Truth 

always {land on the fame line, and by the fide of 

each other. From the difeoveryof the former, man 

is infenhbly, and gradually, led to the enjoyment of 

the latter. Therefore, far from its being expedient 

as foiiie would infinuate, to confine the number 

of thofe who are engaged, at one and the fame 

time, in the inquiry and purfuit of a defirable ob- 

jed, it is evident that, the greater the number is, 

the fooner may the difeovery, or attainment, of 

that objed be expeded. Had the purfuit of Ma¬ 

thematics, Geometry, Mechanics, Natu¬ 

ral Philosophy, and other branches of ufeful 

knowledge, been, as the Art of Physic, pro- 

dudive of any daily pecuniary emolument, at the 

time of the purfuit and exercife, to their purfuers 

and exercifers, and had it been, at the fame time, 

confined, in every age and every country, to a 

few feled individuals, how far diould we be now 

b % from 
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from that light by which w^e are illuminated, and^ 

to which we Hand fo much indebted for the many 

ufeful difcoveries which contribute fo largely, and 

in fo many refpeds, to our prefent happinefs and 

fatisfaction ? 

Now% what are all thefe without health ? 

How can health, confidering our prefent moft 

erroneous way of living, fo different from former 

ages, bepreferved, continued, or, recovered with¬ 

out Medicine ? And how, by preference to any 

other art, can Medicine, the moil interefling 

and the moft intricate of any, be faid, at this pre¬ 

fent time, to be brought to its perigee ?—It is not. 

^If not; inflead of fettering it more than it al¬ 

ready is; inflead of confining the number of the en¬ 

quirers after it; it behoves then the Legislature 

to fuffer, to order it to be free and open, 

for the benefit of fociety, to every ingenious en¬ 

quirer. And, THEY may even think it again a 

very happy cafe that, without being at the trouble 

of finding, as in other branches of learning, proper 

rewards to excite thofe purfuers, increafe their num¬ 

ber, and encourage their fleadinefs and perfeverance 

in fuch inquiries, the success fhould carry thofe 

very rewards in icfelf;. and the hopes only of en¬ 

joying one day a return^ proportionable and ade- 
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quate to the utility of their difcoveries^ fliould 

fupport them in, and through, their labours; as ex¬ 

perience Ihews that, by the unfortunate lot of 

man, that return neyer did yet, nor ever will, fail 

to prove, indeed, fully fufficient to repay largely 

fuch difcoverers of new efficacious Medicines 

for their time, trouble and expences. 

It is too well known to the generality of indi¬ 

viduals, too perfedlly averred, too unqueftionably 

authenticated, that thofe very fame people who are 

underdood and claffed under the denomination of 

the Faculty, impelled and ftimulated by their fel- 

dfh and intereded views, never fail, wherever 

there is any appearance of lucre and profit to be 

drawn, to fend an innumerable quantity of ufelefs, 

and, as they pleafe to confider and term them, 

harmlefs medicines to their patients, the dangerous 

effedt of which is that, after having thus trifled and 

fported with their fellow-fubjedls’ lives, for the 

fake of thofe pecuniary and rnercenary emoluments 

they wifhed to derive from their credulity, they 

have often fixed and rivetted a light complaint, and 

metamorphofed it into a mod hazardous and dange¬ 

rous cafe, which it is not in the power of the mod 

flcilful ^FiscuLAPius, afterwards, to eradicate; and 

which, after the mod lingering pains, the mod 

excru- 
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excruciating torments, terminates, at lafl, in the 

death of the patient. While, a timely application 

of one iingle, and no expenfivc, medicine might 

liave removed the caufe of the complaint, and pre- 

fcrved an ufeful member to the community. 

Such, much respectable Senators, is, 

however, and every individual among you knows 

it, if YOU do not, if you cannot, colledtively 

know it as a body, fuch is the charadter of 
» 

thofe men who, not yet content with the dan¬ 

gerous and extendve power already too incauti- 

ouily veiled in their hands, and which gives them ' 

the fatal opportunity of facrificing, at pleafure. 

His Majesty’s faithful fubjedls to their infa- 

liable avarice, their greedinefs and covetoufnefs, are 

now plotting an application to this most august 

/iSSEMBLY, in order to obtain, by furrepticious 

arguments and captious mifreprefentations, a fur¬ 

ther extent of their already too large privileges; 

and a greater reflridlion of the foie and only means, 

now extant, which, narrow as they are, can put, 

however, fome fort of a check to the ravage of 

their uncontroled devailations, and t;heir unlaw¬ 

ful pradlices. 

Tg 



To my firft text^ therefore, illustrious SE¬ 

NATORS, I return, and infifl: that it is highly 

the intereft of this free, powerful and populous 

Nation, that the wicked who dilfnrb her bofom, 

who are daily nibbling her heart, iliould be known, 

and amened before this most avveful Tri¬ 

bunal, to anfwer for their deeds and receive the 

fentence due to their deferts. Let the fummons 

be given; and we fhall fee which, of the two 

contending parties, will be the readiefl to obey 

it. 

Let whoever will tremble. Confcious of my 

own recffitude, though ranged, by profeffion,among 

that particular clafs of people generally underilood, 

and improperly denominated, by the empty and 

inlignificant terms of Quacks and Empiricks, I 

am ready, whenever malice and envy fliall 

found the trumpet, to come full of that confidence 

and dutiful refpe^ due, from every Briton, to 

this MOST AUGUST ASSEMBLY, to fland forth in de- 

fence of the general rights of that clafs, and fubmit 

my own particular whole condudr, princip'es, 

motives and pradice to the examen and cenfure 

\vhich this great and impartial Assembly, 

in its profound wifdom, will pleafe to make, and, 

fure of its equity, to obey the fentence it will be 

pleafed 
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pleafed to pronounce* For> if Interefl ReipuUk^e 

cognofci Malos, there refalts two things, firft 

that non minus ipjimet ReipuUicce intereft, bon os 

que cognofci; and, fecondly, that the inveftigation 

of the one, in one fingle cafe, is, and muft ab- 

' folutely be, productive of the difcovery of the 

other.—It is the objeCt of the following fheets, 

MOST RESPECTABLE SENATORS, tO elucidate tO 
✓ 

the connmunity this intricate point, hitherto kept, 

by the artful infinuations one fet of people, and 

the indolence of the other, in producing any de¬ 

fence, under an impenetrable veil of darknefs. 

But, lliould it ever be the lot of this important 

caufe to come before your august Tribunal, 

I fhall not be backward in coming to acknow¬ 

ledge, at your feet, as I have juft reafon to do, 

the real confidence I place in your penetration and 

the equitablenefs of your judgments, as well as 

the fincere refpedt with which I glory to declare 

myfelf, 

PJTRES CONSCRIPT!, 

Your profound Judgments’ 

Moft Humble and Dutiful 

Admirer, and Religious Obferver, 

' THE AUTHOR. 

PREFACE. 



( XV ) 

PREFACE. 

^ unfortunate and untimely death of Dr. Gold¬ 

smith, in March 1774, followed, little more than 

twelve months after, by that of Mr. Scawen; and 

both faid to be owing to fome of the moft accredited 

advertifed-medicines^ raifed, about that time, fuch an uni- 

verfal cry againft thofe forts of preparations, and their 

authors, that nothing lefs than a total abolition of both, 

feemed to be threatening, and near at hand* The tri¬ 

umphant car was already prepared which all the Quacks 

were to follow, chained down to it, with their medicines 

hanging about their neck : and a great deal behdes, more 

eafy to be fancied than deferibed, was expe£led to be 

the confequence of two fuch accidents, happening on 

two fo confpicuous perfons, as thofe lail victims of 

advertifed-medicines.—The fcandalous charges, feafoned 

with the moft malicious and envenomed language, and 

quickened with the moft cutting laflies of invidious acri¬ 

mony, were pouring like hail from all tides; and, in 

the midft of that ftorm, wdien every thing feemed to 

portend a wreck, the poor Quacks feemed petrified, 

as if the head of Medufa had appeared before them, and 

c received 
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received the fire of the enemy with a kind of infenfibi- 

lity, and without offering to reply by one fingle round. 

■—Amazed, at that flate of indifference, in the injured 

party ; and not knowing what to afcribe it to, whether 

to a want of feeling, to inability, cowardice, or what 

elfc ; and confcious, at the fame time, of the goodnefs 

of the caufe, as well as of the advantages of the grounds 

on which it was to be fought, I ventured a few reflec¬ 

tions on paper, in defence of the minerals in gene¬ 

ral, and, efpecially the two moll difparaged ones, mer- 

cuPvY and antimony. There, I endeavoured, by ra¬ 

tional arguments, and without any retaliation of injury, 

to convince unprejudiced minds of their power, their 

efficacy, and their safety above all; for, this was the 

great contended point, and the rnofl material article. 

But, about the fame time, the trial of Mifs Butter¬ 

field came on at Croydon ; where, had it not been 

for a multiplicity of affairs then on my hands, I fhould 

not have failed to attend, firll led by the fame curiofity 

as brought thoufands to that place, but more efpeci- 

ally, and particularly, for the fake of hearing what 

might be urged and debated, about the merit or deme¬ 

rit of the medicines, to the charge of which Mr. Sca- 

wen’s death was to be laid.—However, by the print¬ 

ed copy of that trial, which now lies before me, 

I had the fatisfadlion to find that nothing bad had 

been proved againfi: any one in particular, and in- 

trinfically , that is to fay, in refpedl to the nature of 

their compofition, and their application to the feveral 

purpofes for which they are each fingly and fpecificatively 

calculated. As I found alfo, that it was clearly proved, 

to the fatisfadfion of the jury and all who were prefent, 

that only an improper and fecret ufe Mr, Sc A wen 

might 
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miglit hlmfdf^ ^ (and without f the knowledge and par¬ 

ticipation of Mifs Butterfield) have made of fome 

fuch medicine, (but which, in particular, could not po- 

fitively be. afcertaincd) had perhaps contributed to or 

haflencd, his dellruftion. 

After fuch an evident acquital, of the many charges 

laid daily, fora great while, to the fcore of QTr A CK-medi¬ 

cines, I expelled every thing would have remained 

quiet as before, and the ftorm would have fubhded, which 

had raged fo vehemently againfl: them for fome time. 

Therefore, little defirous, after the example of a certain 

brother Quack | of the Strand, juft fallied out from" 

thofe ©bfeure caves, and dark receftes under the fea, to 

ere£f, like him, my little fame on the bare point of 

a wave, for fear of feeing it link back for ever in¬ 

to the gloomy dungeon whence it had fprung, I 

thruft my fcribbling into my dedv, with great compo- 

fure, and there would have had it ileep a good while, 

had not the continual fbrieks of that laft animal forced 

it out again from the place I had affigned it mnum in 

annum.-1 took it up again then, gave it a new form, 

and, fuch as it now ftands, it would have come out in 

January laft, had it not been prevented by an accident 

which happened to the perfon I had firft appointed for the 

publifhing of it. 

It appeared by the trial, that Mr. Sc awen had a clofet well Rored with 
various medicines, and of all denominations, to which he ufed to recur fome» 
times in the abfence of Mifs Butterfield. 

-J- Two things were al!edged,and attempted to be ellablifhed, in the trial of 
Mifs Butterfield, neither of which were proved. The one, that 
Mifs Butterfield was the adminiftratrix of Mr. Scawen’s death; the 
other, as a reply to this allegation, that he was killed by a quack-medicine. 

But, both aflertions were proved equally void of foundation; and a much 
clearer evidence arofe, that the horrid putrid ftate of his body was more than 
fufiicient to bring on a natural deftrudiion of the fubjedl, through the per¬ 
nicious effefts of his own difeafe alone, and without the fuppofed affiHance of 
any medicine whatever. 

:{; See note page 3 of the Free thoughts) &c. where the true meaning, and 
application, of this word are elucidated. 

c 2 Thus 
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Thus have I now acquainted my reader with the mo¬ 

tives which prompted me to write, \^hat gave them 

birth, and what, after this publication had been re- 

folved upon, prevented its taking place fooner. This 

being accounted for, it feerns as if I had nothing more 

to fay, and fliould leave the public at liberty to exa¬ 

mine my pamphlet, and pronounce on the validity, or 

infufficiency, of my arguments in favour of Quacks 

and their Medicines. 

But, the glaring abfurdities contained in a certain 

pamphlet, the offspring of that brother of ours juft men¬ 

tioned, emphatically entituled, An Account of the late Dr, 

Goldsmith’s Illnefs^ &c. and pompoulTy dedicated to 

the FIE.ST PAINTER OF THE PRESENT AGE for Onc 

patron, and to a certain upright senator, the 

MOST ACCOMPLISHED ORATOP., for another, require 

from me I fhould take fome notice of them, in order 

to prevent this Lilliputian of a writer from fancying him . 

felf, and trying to perfuade us, that he is alfo the first 

CRITICO-PH ARMACOLOGIST of this UNPARALELLED 

NATION, for three evident reafons^ becaufe he has 

two fuch eminent perfonages for patrons ; fecondly^ becaufe 

he was, (as we have his word for it) in the intimacy 

of a man fo much diftingufhed in the republic of letters as his 

late MUCH valued friend Dr, Goldsmith ; thirdly^ 

and finally, becaufe, (as he takes care to have it repeat¬ 

ed THREE different f times in his Pamphlet) he has 

* See his acccunt, Sec. p. 3. I. 3. He has generally three reafans for what 
ho feels \ therefore, why ihould we not fuppofe him reafons likewife 
for what he does, 

t Page 3, 21, and 35, of the faid account^ &c.-—Our man feems to be 
wry fond of number 

been 
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been fo aUlduous in eJiaUyhing ^ in this kingdom an lnjliiu- 

tion for the recovery of persons apparently 

DEAD BY DROWNING, &C. 

There- 

* Whoever has read Dr. Mead’s works, will know that, in one of his 
essays, intituled ok the mad dog, he gives us all the diredlions necef- 
fary, and capable, to infpire any one with the fcheme of eftablilhing fuch aa 
inftitution as that for which my honeft brother quack aftedls fo much to 
make us fenfible of his indefatigablenefs to bring it about in this kingdom; 
as if no one elfe, before him, had ever had fuch a thought, nor been able 
to plan o <: fuch a thing, except himfelf. But this little quackijh trick, we 
willingly lorgive him. It is fo, we know, that a real quACK ought gene- ‘ 
rally to work, when he wants to ingratiate himfelf into the good graces of 
the public, and render himfelf perfpicuons at the coft, and with the fpoils, of 
the greateft phyficians who lived before him, and whofe name, known only 
to thofe of the profeflion, is fometimes hardly ever heard of by any other 
beiides. What then, really aftonithes me, is a certain curious anecdote jufb 
communicated to me by a French gentleman well known in the republic of 
letters.—This gentleman informs me, that it was not without feme furprife, 
ha himfelf had taken notice of the affedfed filence obferved, throughout the 
-whole, account of Dr, Go-LT)iMXTn''s death, concerning a very refpedtable gen¬ 
tleman of his acquaintance, Johnson, dodlorin phyfic, whom my 
friend allures me to be really the firft promoter of the fcheme, for eftablifhing, 
in this kingdom, an inftitution for the recovery of dro^vnedperfons, after the 
manner of fimilar inftitutions, already eftablillied, in France, Holland^ 
Germany, and other places. The proofs of this allertion brought to me by 
this gentlaman, are as follows.—That, towards the latter end of lyyz, 
falling in company with Dr. Johnson, who was lately returned from 
abroad, he heard him mention, with a great deal of concern, how unhappy 
it was that fo many unremedied accidents fhould happen on the river 
Thames, aa did daily ! How well ordered, in that rcfpedf, it was in feveral 
other countries, where he had travelled 5 and where focieties- were fet on 
foot, on purpofe for the recovery of thofe who bad the misfortune to 
be drowned; and how furpriling it was, that a country, like England, 
fliould appear fo remjfs in procuring an eftablilliment of that kind, when it 
was fo neceftary, and, in fo many refpedls, worthy her greateft attention ! — 
That, towards the beginning of the following year (1773,) gentleman, 
having had occafion to pay a vilit to the Doc roR, he found him very bufy 
in colleeling all the informations he could, from different parts of the con¬ 
tinent, to prove, to the legiHature of this kingdom, the pollibility of the 
inftitution, the means by which it might be put into execution, and the 
great advantages it would be of to the community, &c. which colle61ion of 
informations was then in the prefs, and came out a little after in one thick 
o£favo pamphlet, with the Doctor’s name at the head, under the title of 
j^fi Account of fame Societies at Amferdam and Hamburgh, for the Recovery ^ 
drowned Perfons, and of fmilar Inflitutions at See, S:c, by ALEXAND^Ek 
Johnson, M. D. London, fold by John Nourfe, Wilkie, &c. 1773, as ap¬ 
pears by the book itfelf, which my friend, having received from the 
Doctor’s ownfiands, has now put into mine for my thorough convidlion.-- 
Therefore, gs this ge,nUcfnan never heatd^ at the time before fpecified, 

the 
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Therefore, to cut fhort, I will take the liberty’ 

to alk this mighty critick the cut bom of his account of 

Dr. Goldsmith’s death ; the whole tendency of which 

may, I think, very well come within one of the three 

following queries, and, as it will evidently appear, 

cannot caiily avoid being one of them. 

I ft, Was it with an intent, merely and folely, to give 

us the particulars of the death of a man whofe life''* 

was t fo valuable and fo important to his friends^ and^ 

fociety 

2. Was it through the generous deftgn of pointing 
OUT to us, as a modeft, learned, and experienced prac¬ 

titioner, the feveral cafes wherein!'' the noted % fever- 

tint name of my dear hrother-quac\ once mentioned in the mouth of Dr, 

Johnson, and not a word of him is faid in the worthy Doctor’s publica¬ 
tion, I think I, and a great many mere with me, fhould like to know how 
it comes to pafs that all the laurels, for the planning, propofing, and efta- 
bliihing that fo much boafred inffitutioTij which turns almoft the brains of 
its preconifer, fhould thus be divided between him and Dodlor C—g—-N, 
without a fingle fyilable dropped about Dr. Johnson, not even of mere ac¬ 
knowledgment and gratitude for the great pains, it is mofi: glaringly evident, 
that a man of the merit arid abilities of Dr. Johnson has taken in the 
affair, and taken moft inconteftably before any of the prefent claimants were 
and could be, in pofi'eifion of it j and 'to whom any one may fee thefe muff 
undoubtedly be indebted for the firff hint and fuggeftion. In which cafe, I 
am glad of having had fuch an opportunity of doing this piece of juftice to 
the highly meritorious Doctor Johnson, who, by the puff's of this newly 
aggregated vv cKf feemed in great danger of being foon or late deprived of 
the thanks of the Nation for his laudable zeal in laying the firft ftone of the 
aforefaid inftitution, and in furnifhing all the other materials neceffary and 
requifite for its being carried into execution, by means of proper memorials, 
inftrudlions, rules, diredlions, &c. As for my part, fond of acknowledg¬ 
ing and honouring real merit, wherever I find it, it is pleafing to me to have 
an opportunity of paying a proper homage where I fee it due; and, as I 
think nothing fo mean as to aferibe to one’s feif the honour of other people’s 
produdlions in any common cafe, fo in matter of fuch public concern, I 
think it worfe ftill 5 therefore one may guefs what I think. 

J Page 3 and 9 of the Account. J Page 9, line 7, 

powder*'* 
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powder^^ of Dr. James has proved Injurious^^ and, pru¬ 

dently and humanely, to diftinguifli, for the benefit 

of mankind, fuch cafes from thofe in which, by a 

proper and Jkilful exhibition of thenty \ much good f has 

arifenf’’’^ Or, rather (as it appears more plainly and 

openly declared in the appendix) was it not really a ma¬ 

licious fcheme to exhibit | to the worlds one example of 

the horrid deeds done in the darkf not by the fever- 

powder only, but (taking a larger fcopc at once, and 

throwing down the mafk of confcience and honefly, 

under the dilguife of which he had alFe£led to fcreert 

himfelf before) bf^ all powerful medicines*'^ m\xh,Qut 
exception ? 

3. Or, was it not as likely an artful contrivance, ta 

have an opportunity to make himfelf confpicuous, by 

exhibiting to the world his connexions with the great men 

of the age, the Uteratiy the renowned artifts, the pa¬ 

triots and popular politicians, &c. and of finging his 

own praifes on various keys, as a man of deep medical 

knowledge; a man of long (15 [(years) pra£lice and ex¬ 

perience ; a man of tender feelings for his fellow- 

creatures ; a man, in fliort, of credit and confequence 

in life, who is at the head of the moft laudable of in- 

flitutions, (aninfitution for the refurrediion of dead people !} 

and, of courfe, (for fuch mull unavoidably be the con- 

clufion) a man— not who has the vain defire § of ap¬ 

pearing in the charadier of an authory-—hut who would 

be very glad, I dare fay, to be henceforth looked upon 

as the beft, the moil fkilful apothecary in London,—in 

England,—in all the world ; and, even at the very expence 

* Page 12, line 2, 3, Sec* •f Page g, line 16. 

t Page 33, line 3. jj Page 3, line a. 

§ It canftpt be fuppofed, fine? be has protelled againft it, page 9, line ii. 

of 
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of his much boafted of humanity, to engrofsall thepradlc^ 

to himfelf, fhould all his brethren be ftarving at the fame 

time, and he forced to ride in his chariot all his life. 

Had the author of the Account of Dr, Goldsmith’s 

^eath had no other view but that pointed out in the firft 

query^ it might have been a laudable one enough : ef- 

pecially as we are remarkable for wafting much ink 

and paper, in all cafes, to extol to the very Ikies, and re¬ 

cord in the temple of memory, every little bubble 

which the wind carries over our head. Therefore 

Dr. G OLDSMITH who, a bad phyftcian enough 

bccaufe he had only been bred to it, had diftin- 

guiflied himfelf among us by fome tolerable go©d poeti¬ 

cal produ<ftions, becaufe he was born to poetry, was not 

altogether unworthy an honourable notice being taken 

of the lofs we had fuftained by his death, and of the 

accident to which this had been owing.—But, as, from 

the context of the fame account^ it is more than evident 

this was but the leaft objeft of the pamphlet, and 

ferved only as a bafts, on which a much dearer 

one was to be eftablifhed, we fhall quit it without fur¬ 

ther animadverftons, to pafs to a more fcrupulous exa- 

men of the fecond query. 

Now, that the amhicipity of this fecond query exhibits 

a true and literal pidlure, in the ftrft part, of what our 

writer would wifh to be accounted for, and is far from 

being; and, in the fecond, of his real character; is what 

may eaftly be evinced from a fair examen of the con¬ 

text of his pamphlet, and a comparative view of the fe- 

veral parts which compofe it. For, had his intentions 

* This epithet is given on the confefiion of the author of the pam¬ 
phlet, page 20, lines 9, 12> 13. 

■ I been 

¥ 
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been as pure and as good as he wifties ^ us to miflake 

them, he would have expatiated bnly on the ride peo¬ 

ple run, the danger they expofe themfelves to, by their 

obflinacy, their ignorance, or their temerity, in impru¬ 

dently uiing medicines, without being drfl: perfeftly 

well acquainted with the nature of their own particular 

cafe, and whether or not that medicine fuits it.---Then, 

entering more minutely into particulars, all his endea¬ 

vours would have been only to throw into the public’s 

minds a certain fliynefs and diflidence, concerning their 

own judgment, of wdiich the generality are but too apt 

to form a very favourable opinion ; to point out how 

THE BEST of mcdicincs may, by an improper exhihition 

(as he calls it) turn into a poifon. Thus, fairly and 

honeflly would he have aded, had he had the welfare 

of his fellow-creatures really, and as much, at heart as, 

by his afFefted repetitions, he feems defirous to miake 

us believe he has; had, in diort, his real concern been, 

only and folely, the enlightening of the railr, or, igno¬ 

rant multitude^ 

And, Indeed, with an example of the nature of that 

of Dr. Goldsmith, he had undoubtedly a very fair 

opportunity, hnee,” could he have faid, a man en- 

dowed wdth natural abilities, a cultivated and adorned 

genius; fupported by a judgment above the common ; 

a man provided belides with a fmattering of the art of 

phytic ; hnee fuch a man could thus mifguide him- 

fclf.”— the timple and obvious conclufion comes of 

courfe,---^^ a forilori muft not expeft to commit much 

groffer errors, in the fame way, people of no educa- 

* Throughout the whole pamphlet, but in plain words, page ii, line 19. 
and foilowing till p. 12. 1. i—6. then p. 17, 1. lo, 11, and following p. 18. 
Is i—7, again p, 1. 14—.17. 
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tion, no judgment, no difcernment; who, becaufe 

they hear that fuch a medicine is calculated to re- 

move fuch a diforder, take it in a hurry before they 

give themfelves time to be fully, and properly, fa- 

tisfied whether, or not, they are attacked with that 

fpecies, and upon a doubtful, or erroneous, fymptom 

or indication 

With fuch, or limilar, reafoning, his pamphlet might 

have proved of utility to the community; nay of fome fa¬ 

tality, perhaps too, to the Qvacks and Medicines : 

For, the confequence might have been thatthefe reafon- 

ings would have perfuaded fome people to do w^hat he 

is fo viiibly bent and intent, to bring them to, vtz: 

not to recur to the ufe of advertifed medicines, with- 

out the previous advice'’’’ of regulars, which might have 

llruck a bad blow enough f to thofe forts of remedies and 

their 

* All through the whole pamphlet, but efpecially page lo, line 2} page 
II, line 12, 13, and 14. 

p Were the ad-vertijed medicir.es to be taken but upon the advice of a 
member of the Faculty, God knows how few would be taken, if even 
their virtues were proved to be never fo good, their adminiftration never fo 
fafe! So far is our Faculty, in that refpefl:, different from that of 
France! There, for an example, yon t\\Q Sluack-medicine of a Key- 
SER has had the faiieft play. A Marfhal of France (Duke of Biron) names 
a particular fet of phylicians and furgeons, of the moft eminent reputation 
and acknowledged abilities, to infpedt two different, and fucceffive, courfes 
of treatment, for the Venereal difeafe, performed on t^uenty foldiers feledfed, 
and examined, among the moll: infe£led ones of his regiment, to try the 
merit of that medicine. And, thefe honeft and generous Regulars, with 
a candour which does them the greateft honour and credit, (and un- 
examplified among Us) give their verdidf in favour of the medicine 
and its author. They go farther; they acknowledge its high fupe- 
riority over the old accuftomed praftice of falivation, avow its fafety, and 
declare it infinitely preferable.-7'hat is not all. An^hofpital is ere£ted, 
afterwards, by the fame noble colonel, at his 'wn private expence, for the 
future, and conftant, treatment of his own foldiers. There, he permits, 
however, others alfo to be treated, when the nature of their cafe is fuch as 
promife a ftronger elucidation of the intrinfical merit, or yet undifcovered 
psccatum^ of the medicine. But, this is done always under the eyes of 

inioc£»ors 
A 
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their proprietors.---But, by the Hep he has taken, he 

has totally milTcd his aim; by his unlkilfulnefs he has 

ftruck no blow at all, except againll himfelf, and againil 

his brethren. He has only difcovered the vile principle 

of animohty and vengeance by which he was actuated, 

the infamous fource whence fpring all his declamations, 

and the old rancor of thofe of his profeffion againft our 

remedies, without bringing out one fmgle good, and fen- 

iible argument to ferve his and their own caufe, 

TherefoE-E, with that impatience wdiich an old 

goiiip of a woman difcovers to unburden her heart, to 

every creature fhe meets, of the fecret intrufled her 

not an hour before, our Author, not knowing how to 

make us iind out what he thinks to have fo cunningly, 

fo artfully, fo archly wrapt up and concealed un¬ 

der the veil of candour and dilintereftednefs, and dread¬ 

ing nothing fo much but that the dulnefs of the Under- 

Handing of his readers who, he is very feniible, cannot 

all be bleffed with the geninnP ^ and penetrating 

wf” of his laic f refpe^ed and Ingenious friend Dr. 

Infpediors of the firft chara£ters, of infpeftors ufed to a contrary pra£ilce, 
and eminent in that practice 5 and always their certificate is favourable.-——-. 
At lafi, the government itfelf tai..€S cognizance of the affair. By the King’s 
order, the remedy is analized, under the infpeti^lion of his firfl phyfician and 
furgeon, and in the prefence of the Academy of Scif.kces; by other 
colleges of phyfic of repute in the kingdom, the fame is alfo done 5 and all 
the joint reports concur in favouring the remedy and giving it Lhe greateft 
character. And the whole ends by Hh Moji Chrifiian IViajef'j giving a penhon 
of five hundred pounds Iterling (ten thoujand French livres) a year to the au¬ 
thor, as an annuity for his life, betides the loan of fifty thouland Engliih 
crowns (one hundred thouland French half-crowns, or, fifteen thoufand 
pounds ot Engh/h money) to the fame, for the difeovery, of his fecret and a 
copy of his R.eceipt.-What a generofity of proceedings in thofe gentle¬ 
men of the Faculty in France ! . . . . And, what an invidious foul! 
What a-degrading, whaf a difgracing, condudl (hiries forth incurs! ..... 
Shameful is the comparifon .... odious .... infamous . . . . ! 

f Page 21, line 3. 

d 2 ‘‘ Gold- 

♦ Page 20, line 18. 
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Goldsmith,” fnould make them mifapprehend his 

real intention, an Appendix is added to the famous Pam¬ 

phlet which was to bring in, by the profits ^ ofi'^'* its 

publication’^ fuch immenfe fums of money, for the 

fupport of the much talked of infiitution f, ihe defign 

ofi whichA had been favourefi with his'’"’ (deceafed 

friend’s approbatiord\ It is in that Appendix we fee 

at laft the bung of the deep fink, taken out, and the 

black envenomed gall of fpite and malevolence ftarting 

up, and forcing its way with impetuofity, to roll in 

large ftreams through the channel of three fuppofed 

letters which he addrefies to himfelf under the fi£Iitious 

names of Aleanwell^ a Friend to the Public^ and a Friend 

to Humanity, In the firfi: of thefe letters, the poifon is 

lanced againft | fames’s Fever Powder^ otiiy? ^nd the 

perfon who has been employed for many years to make it. 

In the fecond, after great encomiums i^afinus afinuni 

femper fricat) paffed upon him for the great caution § 

and tnoderation with zvhicP’’ he had fpoken of that 

celebrated PovudeP'’^ &c. the thunder is heard once* 

more to growl, and the flafli falls at lafl on all tha 

powerful II medicines'’’’ in general, and without excep¬ 

tion, for the horrid deeds done’’’’ by them in th^ 

darP’’, 

Now, therefore, to come to the point at once, what 

is then that fo heinous quality which is reproached 

to moft of the advertifed medicines ?—What! To be 

potent ^---That is precifely, in my opinion, what makes 

their merit, what conftitutes their very perfe(£lion.— 

To kill, fometimes^ if adminifiered untimely, injudici- 

* Page ai, line lo. 
§ Page 32, line 14. 

X Page 31, line 3, ■f Ibid, line 11, 
II Page 33, line 3. 



PREFACE. xxvii 

oufly, improperly in fhort ?—-I fee nothing again in 

that but what is very natural, and what will eftabliHi 

and afcertain ftill better, and more ftrongly, the merit, 

virtue and ediGacy of the medicine. For, if it had no 

power, no virtue, to do good, it could do no harm. 

To exclaim againft the potency of a medicine, is then no 

better than it would be to exclaim againfl the Sun for 

having that of warming us, and procuring the fecundity 

ef the earth. For, fliould it be proved, that it may 

Icorch and burn to allies, nay that it has politively 

fcorched and burnt a plant conhned under a fmaii glafs, 

and expofed to it at noon in a hot fummer^s day, what 

will it iignify, if at the fame time we know that, with a 

proper management, with a due admiffion of air, and 

addition of coverings to procure a fhade, it would have 

vivified that fame plant, promoted its vegetation, and 

brought it to maturity and perfeffion, which, without 

it, could have but languillied, gradually decayed and died 

at lail ? All the errors which a foolifli prentice-boy, or 

even his mafter in a fit of drunkennefs, might commit 

by an injudicious management of the Sun, could 

never have induced a Millar, or perfuade a Ken¬ 

nedy and Lee, a Malcom or an Abercrombie, 

to write againfl it, and endeavour to drive it out of 

their nurferies^ and their hot or green-houfes ; nor pre¬ 

vent their calling it into the ailiflance of their melons 

and cucumber-beds. Though it might very likely infpire 

that frantic zeal to one of their journey-men, juft fet up 

for himfelf in fome dark corner, and fpending his days 

in railing turneps and potatoes. 

To exclaim then, I fay, againft a medicine, becaufe 

one, two, three, or twenty people may have died by an 

injudicious, an irrational adrniniftration of it, and to 

make that a caufe of difparagement againft it, a reafon 

why 
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why it iliould be fuppreffed, is then again as abfurd as 

the former. We might, with as much propriety, ex¬ 

claim againfl: a pump, becaufe a man, raving mad with a 

high fever, after having deceived his nurfe and all his 

attendants, fhall have run down the yard, drunk of it, 

and killed himfelf by it. A great many drown them- 

felves every day in a lit of defpair, or by accident, in 

the river Thames, Why do not, then, thofe fcru- 

pulous, and fo highly benevolent, fcrutators of good 

and evil, offer likewife to remove it from this metro¬ 

polis } Why do they not attempt, in feme fine piece of 

oratory, to make it the llaiidard criterion of a well- 

regulated government not to admit, or aliow, a drop of 

water in its department, and to prove, by me befb rea- 

fonings, that it is highly detrimental to good policy, 

on account of the dangerous confequcnces refuiting from 

it, and the horrid deeds it gives room to be committed In the 

iark^ in lliort the very many accidents of all forts which 

refult from it.—-Laughable, indeed !—-At that rate we 

Hiouid foon find ourfelves reduced to the fame degree of 

real diflrefa and mifery, to which that man was once, 

who could not touch any thing but it was converted into 

gold, and flarved. For, that thing is not, and never 

was yet, created, an exceffiv-e, ill-judged, or, injudicious 

lefe of which has, or had not, (as I fay, page 53 of this 

Pamphlet) the power to kill us, I have known a young 

girl of eighteen years old who, in the time of plumbs, had 

eaten fuch a quantity of them in one day, (of tvhich 

fhe had likewife fwallowed every one of the flones, for 

fear of the people where fire lived perceiving file had 

robbed them of thofe plumbs) that fhe was very near 

loohng her life by it. Another, of about nine or ten 

years of age, to wdiom a bag of Spanifh nuts had been 

made a prefent of, concealed herfelf in a garret for a 

whole day, except at meal-times when file made her ap- 

4 pearance. 



P R E F ACE, xxlx 

pearance, and pretended fhe was not hungry and could not 

eat; and, between thofe meals, never ceafed to hammer 

and crack her nuts, and eat them, till Hie had made an 

end of them; and the next day Hie was a dying, and 

would have died, indeed, had not a great deal of pains 

been taken about her, which, with the afliftance of her 

youth and good conilitution, laved her at laft. Thou- 

lands of examples of all forts might be brought to Hiew 

that an abufe of the moH innocent things (In fe innocent 

and harmlefs) is rank poifon. 

Now, it is acknowledged by the author of the Ac^ 

cQimt o/Dr. Goldsmith’s death that from a proper * 

andJkilful exhibition of Dr. James’s Powders f much good 

has arifen^ in many cafes of fevers and a little far¬ 

ther, that the praBice | of Dr, fameds himfef^'^ was 

never to adminiller “ his fever-pmvders” but with great 

caution and circumfpeBion^ and’’’* to delift from the 

exhibition of themy when he’’* found them not operate hi 

the manner he wifhed or expeBedA Is not this the greatell 

encomium which can be paHed both on the medicine 

and its author ? And’ is not this the cafe with all the belb' 

medicines whatever, whether of the preparation of the 

Regulars, or of that of the Y9^-regulars ? Is not this 

what I have politively faid, repeated and inlifted upon, 

moll ftrongly, nioft ftrenuoufly, all along in this work, 

viz: that our (the Quacks’) Medicines require a 

fkilful and judicious adminiftration ? And, as I faid 

openly in the note, page 98 and 99, that to produce a 

ciircy a medicine ought to be adapvA to the nature of the con- 

fitution of the patient, as much as, to procure the nourifljment 

of the body, the aliments ought to be adapted to that fame con*- 

^ Page 9, line i6 and following. 

'I Dr. James’s Powder is an Antimonial and Mercurial preparation. 

J Page lOf line 5 and following. 

fiitutlon 
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Jiltutlon, is not tliat maxim favourable to, and concor¬ 

dant with, Dr. James’s own pra£lice, who ufed to de- 

fid: adminiftering his powders when he found they did 

not operate as he wijhed or expeBed? And does it not 

prove that, when any of our moft difparaged medicines 

are taken with prudence, and adminiftered with caution^ 

no harm ought to be expe£led, or feared, nor poffibly 

can enfue, from them, more than from any other (fent 

from the fhops and ordered by a regular-bred Do£lor) 

which fhall be ufed with the fame circumfpe£iion : in 

fliort, that it will do no more hurt than bread, foup, pud¬ 

ding, broth, or any fuch, or ilmilar, innocent food 

whatever, taken in moderation. 

The concluiion of all this, therefore, is that th^ 

death of Dr. Goldsmith, owing to an undeniable and 

demonftrated injudicious ufe of Dr. James’s Fever^ 

powders, fhews only, to a demonftration alfo, the little 

fenfe and judgment there was left, at that moment, in the 

poor head of that great man, once bred ^ a phyjiclanj'^ 

lince ahforhed f by polite literaturi'* and then talen J; 

“ iir\ on a fudden by a h'ead-ach ! And that his apo¬ 

thecary had not much more about himfelf than the 

Do£l;or, both for fuffering him to take the powders at 

firft, and lince for making fuch a rout about them, and 

the death of his friend. 

And, indeed, who could rellrain being incenfed at 

fuch a heap of abfurditics as he accumulates one over 

another ! What! becaufe a mufquef has done never fo 
horrible a mifehief in the hands of a child, or a mad¬ 

man, is it a reafon why an a£l of parliament lliould be 

J Page I, line 6. 

brought 

« Page 20, line g. f Ibid, line 12, 
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brought to forbid the manufa£luring, or importing, of 

them in the kingdom, as we were once fools enough to 

do, with refpeff to that wicked weed the Hop, becaufe it 

made them drunken vcho drank beer wherein there was 

any ?--tThere are not in the Univerfe two conftrtutions 

alike, nor tivo cafes of diforder alike ; no more than there 

are two faces alike, two drops of water alike, or two 

drachms (even of the fame fluff) alike; fliould thefe be 

fo fcrupuloully, fo attentively weighed, in the fame 

fcale, with the fame weights, and by the mofl accurate 

mathematician. Therefore, as I have faid it already, 

every thing, food, plealure, exercife, drink, diet, 

medicine, &c, ought all equally to be adapted to every 

lingle fubjeft. , Such is the meaning of the prudent 

and judicious, adminif ration fo much recommended, and 

fo much inhfted upon, in matters of medicine. It is 

then in otlier words nothing but a fagacious increafe or 

decreafe, a prudent and a-propos defiftance and fuppreflion 

of the dofes, derived from a watchful attention on the 

effedls they produce, which effects, none but fools can 

misjudge; efpecially, when diredlions are fo plainly 

given, as they generally are. But, the abfurdity of 

people, againfi: which never enough can be faid, leads 

them to make this reafoning by themfelves, viz, if otie 

grain of fuch a thing does fo much good, why ! fure two 

CRAINS muft do a vaf deal more ! And it is xh.2it addi¬ 

tional gx dim precifely which kills them.—My own medi¬ 

cine has not, hitherto, to my knowledge, done the 

leaf! harm to any one individual. I would not, how^- 

ever, be the hufband of the woman who would fwallow 

one bottle of it at one draught in the morning; for, 

I think I fhould run a great rifk of being a widower in 

the evening. And, though I may, with advantage to 

my health, drink every day my fix-penny worth of rum 

and water, or brandy and water, I would not be feized 

^vi^h the phrenzy of drinking a bottle of either of thefe 

c fpirits 
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fplrits to quencK my thirft ; for, 1 fancy I fhould never 

be tempted to drink a-nother, or any thing elfe, indeed, 

afterwards. 

But, the promoter of the famous Inftitutlon for the re-- 

covery of drowned people^ underilands nothing of all this, 

and will not abfolutely have it fo. And, becaufe ten 

ounces of an advertifed medicine cannot be taken at once, 

Tvithout caufe and reafon, with as much fafety as one 

graln^ when the cafe exifls in which it will do good, that 

medicine is to be difcountenanccd, nay difcarded, re- 

jefted, totally fupprelTed. Then, indeed, if that be 

the cafe, let him fhut up his own fliop, and all his 

brethren do the fame: for; I am fure, and both he 

and they know it equally well, there is not one hnglc 

drug in it, but what will produce the fame eife£l:. 

After all, let it be well underftood, I mean not 

here, nor would I be thought ever to have meant it, in 

any part of this work, to take indiferiminately the part 

of every foolifh advertifed medicine which comes in the 

head of any ignorant cobler, or country horfe-do£lor, 

&:c, &c, nor to defend thoufaruds of lies, and impofitions, 

propagated dally, fuchas powerful Extracts, which 

EXTRICATE, or take, the Mercury out of the blood and 

BONES, in an easy way ... or, MxVCHInes 

and new mvention effectually to extract Mercury 

out of the body, &c, &c, impoftures, indeed, of fuch a nature 

as to fall as much under the cognizance and jurifdi£lion 

of the civil magiflrate of Bow-flreet, as thofe of the 

conjuror of the Old-Baily.—Whatever I have fald, 

therefore, on the fubjefl, in defence of ^.ach and their 

Medicines, mull always be conftrued in favour of thofe 

accredited ones, the merit of which is fufficiently afeer- 

t.ained, from their long Handing, or, the origin of which 

is well known to be owing to fome eminent perfonage in 

the 
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tlic Pharmaceutical art. As for the others, they are 

Bot worth our notice or attention, nor the time and pa¬ 

per which would be employed in the confuting of them, 

—If fo, fome perhaps will fay, a little time and paper 

fhould be fpared, however, and would not be ill bellow¬ 

ed, in preventing the danger to which the propagation 

of luch impoHures might expofe people’s lives, was not 

a check put to their fpreading as they do by means of ad- 

vertifements. But, to that I anfwer, that, as eight or 

nine ^ hundred pounds a year are the leaf! fum a medicine 

can coft to its proprietor, to be advertifed (and yet but in¬ 

differently) all over England, that is to fay in this me¬ 

tropolis’s, and the country, papers; and that, to be 

%vell advertifed every day, it cofts, at leafl, hundred 

pounds every twelve calendar months, it is not difficult 

to conceive, and remain convinced at the fame time, 

that a bady an injzgnificant, or a dangerous medicine, can 

never ftand, many years, fuch an oxpence, for two ob^ 

vious, and very flrong, reafons.--.-The proprietor of 

that medicine is a man of fortune, or, he is not. If he.is 

a man of fortune ; it can be but a fmall one; that is to 

fay fuch as its mafler wants to put out at the beft advan¬ 

tage, as not being fufficient, as it is, to keep him in a 

genteel charadler all the time he is likely to live ; for, a 

man of real, large and independent fortune, would not 

fubmit to the trouble of becoming a wholefale, or retail, 

di^^lQvm^ack-medicines,—If he is a man of no fortune 

On vs^'hich, upon an average, fometimes one third, but more often one 
half, goes to the King as a duty,-If the advertifements run upon Jix 
/hillings, the King’s duty being only fwo, he receives no more than on^ 
third', fo, that, upon Tiiwtf hundred poiinds, he has only But, if the 
advertifements run upon four fhiiiingSj which are the moft common, it is 
evident the King has one haJf, which make four hundred and fifty pounds, 
out of nine hundred, but Je'ven hundred and fifty, when fifteen hundred pounds 
are fpent, in advertifing a medicine in the,three kingdoms, at four 

* each advertifement. What a vafi: amount muft the King’s revenue come to, 
from the i^a?h~Medicinet only ! 

at c % 
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at all, then he mufl; depend 'npon the produce of the 

very medicine itfelf, to feed the papers with a proper 

number of advertifements, in order to extend the fame 

of that medicine, and increafe its fale. Now, fuppofe 

the medicine to be a bad one. It is evident that no at- 

teftatlons can be obtained of its OT^d eftcdls : no reconi- o 

mendation will be given, by the lafl who tried it, to his 

friend, to his neighbour, labouring under the fame pains, 

as himfelf. Each medicine wmich is fold, is then fold 

for the firfl time to one who tries it only in a fit of 

defpair, without any authority, or previous example 

to induce him, without other reafon but his prefent an- 

guifli ; and, that effay proving ineffedlual, he does not 

try a fecond. Therefore^ in the firfl cafe, the little for¬ 

tune of the one, foon exhaufted, for want of a return, 

obliges him to give up the advertifing, after a very fhort 

time ; and the other, for want of funds, is obliged to drop 

it, ftill fboner, on the very fame account. Therefore^ the 

confequence now is, that no medicine, but what can 

and mufl prove an excefiive good one indeed, and W’hat 

is attended with very great fuccefs, and a very great num¬ 

ber of them, will ever bring fuch a fum back to its pro¬ 

prietor, as will enable him to advertife it properly dur¬ 

ing a long courfe of years, and procure him enough 

hefides^ to make him think it worth his while to follow 

that profeffion, and give his time, his attention, and his 

labour to it. That obfervation will always be then a 

fure and fafe criterion, by means of which, without any 

further enquiry, about the character of a medicine, the 

Public may be able to judge of the degree of merit it is 

poffeffed of, and the degree of confidence it defeyves from 

him : but not, it is true, of the various cafes in which 

it is, or is not, applicable; for, that is another part.—• 

See what I fay to that purpofe, at the bottom of page 46 

of this pamphlet. 

I NeITH-EH 
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Neither did I mean, by kandling fo feverely as I 

bave done, my little brother of the Strand, on the ab- 

iiirdities of his own Pamphlet,' to alTert that there is any 

one medicine in the world which can be applied as a ge¬ 

neral fpecific, or a fare and never-falling remedy in all 

cafes and conftitutions. Therefore^ 1 conkl not mean to 

inlinuate, againft all fenfe andreafon, that Dr. James’s 

Powders^ in particular, will do wonders in all forts of 

fevers, and in all Pages of that diforder, indifcriminately 

and without any further coniideration. For, if they 

arife from a Poppage ; furely, it firft be removed : 

if from bad humours; undoubtedly, they muP previoufly 

be corredled : and fo forth, ^herefore^ I will not deny 

(and, as I proved it before, that is to fay in the note, 

page 98 and 99 of this work, without its being in any 

wife difcreditable to thofe fame powders) that to them 

the death of Dr, Goldsmith may very well be imput¬ 

ed ; but, that, at the fame time, to my illufrious little 

brother’s confcience it ought intirely to be laid, as hav¬ 

ing had it in his power to prevent it, and not done it.— 

In point of law, acceffories are deemed principles: Atquiy 

he was an accelTory, and a knowing one; Ergo .... 

bknow that page 27, line 14, of the already mentioned 

account, he, it appears he has, before now, been attack¬ 

ed with fome iimilar reproaches, as he feems to take 

notice of them, and attempt to arifwer them : but, very 

infignihcantly, indeed, does he do it. And, I repeat 

it, he muft accufe no one elfe but himfelf pofitively for 

the Dodfor, his moft.(with all the epithets 

€)f endearment, and admiration, which he can think of, 

or the beft Grains ad Parnajfum can afford him) friend’s 

death. For, had I been iii his place, inftead of ex- 

haufting my lungs in endeavouring to reafon ^ medically 

* Page 2, line jr 

3 
f Page 20, line 10. 

with 
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with him^^ or, to converfi f with him cn the fubjeB 

of his dijorder in a medical manned'^ and thus to fpend 

my time in contradicting him, teazing him, and rea- 

foning with a man who, by his obltinacy, gave al- 

ready fufficient ground to fufpeQ; him of not being quite 

compos mentisj (as harfli as this expreffion may appear to 

|bme I maintain Dr. Goldsmith w’as not rightly in 

his fenfes, when he was thus arguing with his apothecary,) 

I declare I would have humoured him, given him his 

way, and talked to him juft in his own ftrain, ftrft to 

compofe him; then retired to my fhop and fubftituted^ 

fome harrnlefs, innocent, powder, fomewhat like to that 

of Dr. James’s in appearance, but more to the purpofe 

of his diforder, and fent it him. Then, when he had 

been returned to his fenfes again, I fliould have acquaints 

ed him with the innocent trick, and reafoned tspon the 

propriety, or impropriety, of thofe powders relatively to 

the cafe he was in. And I am fure, my dear, my 

great, my refpeCled, my valuable, my ingenious, &c, 

friend, would have given me his thanks for it; to tvhich 

alfo would, undoubtedly, have been added thofe of all 

THE WORLD beftdcs, which would have made me deem¬ 

ed another little Radclife for the fkill, addrefs and 

art I fhould have fliewn to preferve a health and life of 

fuch confequence to fociety, A feather capable to refleCf 

no fmall luftre, I take it, to the cap of a man already 

fo proud of being at the head of the famous infitutiou 

for the refurreBlon of the dead! I think this might have 

done as well as the track which the little apothecary has 

followed. What think ye of it yourfelf, Brother . 

I BEGIN, notwithftanding, to be afraid, at laft, my 

little brother’s bile may be, by this time, quite roufed 

^ Account pag« 3. Hae 3—4. and pag® 9. line 3. 

to 
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to its zenith. And, indeed, I fliould not be farprifed 

at it: for, I confefs I have not fpared him much, when¬ 

ever I could lay hold of him with any propriety. In 

doing which, I think I was founded ; fiilce that ahk, 

that benevolent^ that humane^ that virtuous Sec, &c, &c, 

gentleman has thought himfelf fo much above the fcourge 

of criticifm, on account of his high connexions with 

people of letters, as to think he could affume the defpo- 

tical rod of cenfure, and, triumphant, drive every thing 

trembling before him, which had but the look of a 

Quack or an Empirick. The papers, for thefe twelve 

months, and upwards, have been peflered with nothing 

fo much as fulfome compliments of low and fervile adula¬ 

tion, which he gets inferted, at his own expencc, as ad- 

drelTed to himfelf, or written concerning him, under the 

fidlitious names of Aleanwell^ a Friend to the public^ a 

Friend to humanity^ Advife^ Public-applaufe^ and what not. 

Letters, all fo coarfly manufadlured that, without con- 

fulting the feven Ears, any one may judge from what 

quarter they come, and that his own ink, pen, paper 

and defk (if not even fomething more befides) have each 

given their refpedfive affiftance in the compolition. I 

fhould not perhaps have much troubled my head about 

him, nor his publications, 'had I not been determined to 

fhew him that he is not to expedl the fame meeknefs from 

all thofc he pleafes to lay under his ferula; and he mufe 

cxpedl, from me at leafl, if I cannot anfwer for any 

other, as warm a reception as his attacks fliall provoke : 

and had not fome liberties been taken with my name, 

by a certain unknown fham Advife^ in a letter publifhed 

under that name, in the Morning-Post of Thurfday 

^ All exprefiions drawn from the many fubiime qualities with which he 
it Hatterei in the letters addrelTed to him, or in which his name is brought, 

the 
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the 28th of December, 1775, No. 990, of whiclx the 

following is a true and faithful copy. 

For’the Morning-Post* 

To a CERTAIN APOTHECARY. 

Your fpleenand rancour againfl a celebrated Fever 

Powder is by no means juflifiable; are there not 

Norris’s Antimonial Drops, Spilsbury’s Drops, 

and almofl a thoufand other quack medicines, offered 

to the public ? and none ^ merits your attention but a 

medicine of eftablifhed reputation, and which it is 

impolfible for you to lefTen in the public efleem. 

You are by all accounts I can learn, a veiy bene- 

volent man, and your abilities as an apothecary are 

alfo univerfally allowed : when fo much is granted 

you by the public, would it not redound more to your 

honour to turn your thoughts to fome other points of 

medicine, than by a fecond publication to ftand forth 

as an opponent to Dr. James’s Powder ? Indeed, Sir, 

it favours too much of ill-nature, pettiflinefs, and 

revenge, > 

The writer neither knows Dr. James, the vender 

of his powder, nor you, but only throws out a hint 

for you to refle£l upon, and fliall judge of your real 

difpofition by your future condu£l, and which ever 

way that turns you fhall hear again from 

Dec. 24, 1775. “ ADVISE.’* 

N, B. Shillings were actually paid to the Printer 

of the Morning-Pojl for the infertion of the above letter; 

it is a matter of faff. 

* None merits, very elegant, and grammatical! The fpelling, punftuation, 
capitals, &c, are Itriftly imitated and copied from the News-paper j as quo¬ 
tations fhould always be mads. 

'It 
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It IS difficult for me to judge from what fide that let¬ 

ter came to the papers ; and, though I made all poffible 

inquiry, I own I could get no fatisfa£lory intelligence 

on that head. But, a few days after, I received, under a 

coyer, by the pennyand dated from Bath^ another 

letter, addreffed to the printer of the fame paper, which 

contained as full a vindication of my charadler, by an 

unknown hand, as I could have wifh®d to obtain from 

any onci However, I did not chufe, at the time, to 

fend it; becaufe I always fcorned all news-paper war^ 

though dignified by this high name, as I do a boxing be¬ 

tween two black-guards, in the public flreets. Befides, I 

was, at that very jundlure, engaged in the publication of 

the following pamphlet, which I expedled to come out fo 

foon as towards the middle of January following, had not, 

as I mentioned it in the beginning of this preface, 

an unforefeen accident prevented it; and I had rather re- 

ferve it to make it appear along with it. Therefore, 

here it is verbatim^ jull as it came to my hands. 

To Advise. 

On the SubjeB of his Letter infertedin MoRNiNG-PosT 

of Ldhurfday^ December 28, 1775. 

In addreffing you, Mr. Advise, I mufi; ov/n t am 

rather at a lofs : for, I don’t, know very well in what 

light to coniider you, whether as the hireling of H—s 

or as that of Dr. fames? As you fing, on the fame 

high key, the praifes of the two adverfaries, the one 

of whom you would be believed to attack, and the 

other to defend ; wdiicli of them has in reality launched 

you to bark thus in his favour, and deter the other, is 

fomewhat difficult to difiinguifli.—How^ever, after a 

little paufe, I think I have you now, and may let iny 

judgment incline on one fide. I think, I may, fafely 

enough, look upon you as the bully of Dr. Jarnes^ or his 

agent. My reafon for fo thinking, isyour endeavoiJ'ring 

to turn the little infignificant Apothecary’s rancour upon 

two preys, which you feem to have picked out for him as 

proper bits to afluage his rage, and which you offer him 

f ‘‘ with 
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with intent that, by means of this double portion, 

he might be prevailed upon to fpare, and even relin- 

quifh totally, that one alone he feemed to have fixed 

upon. One would imagine, at your behaviour, your 

fright had prefented you the animal as a huge mon- 

Her, whofe bloody jaws you fancied to fee already 

gormandizing, before-hand, on the fore-relifh of the 

prey he longed to devour. And, to foothe him, you 

ftroke again the beaft over, with the velvet-paw of 

fulfome and abfurd adulation.*--This is what betrays 

abfolutely both you and your abettors. Indeed I fhould 

never have fufpeffed the proprietors of Dr. Jamesespow- 

der capable of rendering themfelves guilty of fo muchpri- 

fillanimity and meannefs at the time. They muft be very 

pujillanimoiis to betray fuch fymptoms of fear, at a 

poor inlignificant little whelp yelping at them ; and 

they muft be very mean to think of faving themfelves 

by tendering him two other vi£lims to dart his venom 

upon, and fatisfy his fury, while they ftand fo firm, 

as they fay, in the public efteem ; and while the two 

objeffs, they want to ufe as fhields, ftand, if I mif- 

take not, in no worfe light themfelves in the eyes of 

the fame public.---As for my part, though I never 

faw Mr. Spilsbury nor Dr. Norris, having not 

been in London for thefe ten years paft laft Auguft, I 

neverthelefs confefs myfelf a patient of the former, 

and acknowledge to be under the greateft obligations 

to him for the benefit I received, laft year, from 

his drops, in an old inveterate gout, of near fifteen 

years ftanding, which had deprived me of the ufe of 

almoft all my limbs. God be praifed, I now can take, 

without crutches, an agreeable morning’s walk all 

over my parks, which I had not done for five years 

before : and, having already miffed, fince my cure, 

two of the ufual periodical fits I was accuftomed to, 

I hope, through the exercife I regularly take, and 

the temperance I faithfully obferve, according to his 

pre- 
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precepts, to liave no more of tliofe unwelcome vijiiore^ 

as he calls them.—Therefore, nnfolicited by, and 

unknown to, him, (lincc I did hot even buy his drops 

from him, but only from his agents in this part of 

the world) I thought it a duty, incumbent on me, to 

rife and defend a man, who, befides the goodnefs of 

the medicine he fells, in fuch cafes as he recommends 

it for, has again, to intitle him to the favour and 

ellcem of the public equitable in general, and of every 

individual in particular, the qualifications the mofi: 

endearing, viz. humanity, generofity, and tender 

feelings, breathing in every advertifernent. And to 

the fupport of the prejudice he has infpired me with 

in his favour, I ,ani happy to hear, from good au- 

thority, that he has pofitivcly eftablifhed upon the 

bell principles, at his own laboratory, and at his foie 

expence, a difpenfary for the poor, where, when pro- 

perly recommended, either by their parifhes, or fome 

perfons of confideration, they receive the full benefit 

of his medicine gratis^ till they are perfedlly cured. 

‘‘ Such deeds alone are fufficient in my opinion (which, 

I hope, will be that of every thinking, honefi: and 

humane being) to fecure him for ever the efleem of 

the whole nation, and procure him an encouragement 

fuitable to his deferts.---All my wifh now is, for the 

honour of Dr, Norris^ that fome of his patients, 

moved with the fame fentiments of equity as I am, 

fnould do him the famejuftice I have done Mr. Spils- 

BURY : and that Dr. James^ or his agents, for their 

own credit and honour, fhould difavow publicly hav- 

ing any concern with you, or in the compofing of fo 

fcandalous a letter, which mufl be looked upon as that 

of a knave and a coward, from whatever quarter it 

came. 

‘‘ That in future advisb be better advised is alfq 

another wifh of 

December opthy 1775. ADVISER.” 

i 7, By 
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By the context of the above letter, whofe author I 

candidly own L could not produce, it appears plainly 

Iris fufpicion falls on the proprietors of "Jamei’s powders^ 

and that he coniiders them as concealed under the name of 

ADVISE. As for my part, I was not of the fame opi¬ 

nion ; and, even now, I rather incline ftill to think Mr. 

Advise, like many others of his brethren, has fprung 

from the brain of the certain apothecary ; as it has 

been obferved, by the greatefl: part of news-paper readers, 

that it is his neneral cuftom, whenever he is brewing 

fomething for publication, to get it preceded by fome fuch 

hmilar.hint in the news-papers ; 'that it might appear as 

if he had but yielded to the wifhes of the public ; and 

then to get again thofe publications followed by the 

greatefh eneomiums from feveral parts, and under a mul¬ 

titude of fictitious names, as if all the world was pro- 

firated at his knees to acknowledge their inexprcffiblc 

JatiifadiiQn^'^ of his very humane and. virtuous endea- 

vours,^’ and give him their thanks for'*'* his induftrious 

and indefatigable efforts 1:0 RESTORE MEpiCAL KNOW- 

LEDGE,” &c. &c. &c. If inch proceedings are not 

ferling Quackisms, in the ftriCtefl: fenfe of the word, 

and prove not the propriety of the definition of the terip 

Quack, given in the note of the firfi: page of this work, 

f do not, upon my word, know what may be deem’sd 

fuch, and mull confefs, I uiiderfiand not common Eng • 

Hfiio 

But, to iliew Public Jpplaufe^ that I look upon hirp 

as no better than a dunce and a blockhead, and that we 

are' better acquainted than he thinks w^ith the literary 

affairs of the world, I would not mifs this opportunity 

to obferve here, en paffant^ that if Mr. Wesley’s 

unconjiitutionalprinciplesf as well as unhermatic pri-- 

MiTpvE PHYSIC, have heeiP no more Juffcicntly dcr 

* y/^ateyer infertep here between turned-comas is extra£ted from a Jet* 
ter figned Fublk Ayplavje^ in the Ga'2£tteep of Friday, June 7th, 1776, 
fp* i4>775’ ■ ' - ^ ■ 

feafed. 
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featedj'^ the firfl by the virtuous patriots and thele- 

cond by the Certain Apothecary’s very able and truly 

learned refutation'''* than his unfcriptural doEir'ines by 

fome worthy members of the church of Englandf they have 

met with a very poor difcomhture, indeed! For, the learn¬ 

ed will always pay to Mr. Wesley’s Pietas Oxoni- 

ENsis that due compliment of acknowledging it as the 

production of the true fcholar, the polite gentleman, and 

the fincere chriflian; and they would be very forry at 

the fame time, I believe, to have it thought by the 

world, that all the bell arguments which the moil wor-> 

thy members of the church of England could urge againft 

him or his performance, were concentred in the verba et 

voceSy preetereaque nihil of that flat and infipid pretended 

anfwer of the beau N---1 who was at that time the pub¬ 

lic Orator of a certain Univerfity. If that anfwer is 

what Public Jpplaufe means as the fuffic'ient defeat of Mr. 

Wesley’s unfcriptural doBrm^s^ he is moil: daringly im- 

poling upon the credulity of fuch as are not acquainted 

with the faCls of thofe times, or he lies, himfelf, in¬ 

deed, under a very great and moft egregious miflake ; 

in whichever cafe I mufl; beg leave to tell him, in the 

name of that refpeClable public, from whom he wiflies 

us to think he derives his office and commiflion, that he is 

no more calculated to aCl in the charaCler of public ap¬ 

plause thaiiN---! was to aCf as the public oratoe^ 

of a certain very refpeClable Univerfity, and to be the 

voice of the TRULY worthy members of OUR Church, 

or the official sermoyer of a certain legiflative body, 

in fome particular occafions.—And, indeed, it is a 

very curious anecdote to obferve, that in lefs than one 

month after the expulfion from the univerfity, of the fix 

young men, who gave occafion to Mr. Wesley to 

write, he publiflied the firfl: edition of his Pietas Ovc- 

n'lerff in which the flow of language, the elegance 

and purity of flyle, and harmony of the periods, clia- 

radlerife the fine writer, as well as the man of belles- 

lettres : and that in lefs than two months this work went 

through 
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tlirougli five or fix editions, while four or five 

months eiapfed before the heavy, clumfy, and elaborately 

empty, anfwer of the Public Orator came out, ciumpet- 
irig like upon crutches, printed in large types and wide 
margins, to make it appear (true quackifm) mox^hviV^Y 

than the work itfelf it was intended to annihilate ; and 
that, to make this anfwer (other quacki/h trick) enjoy the 

merit only of a fecond edition, in the fpace of two or 
three months, one good half of the firib was I am told 
cancelled and deftroyed to make room for that fecond ; 
three parts of which, upon a pufii, might, .perhaps, 

now be found at the printer’s warehoufe, unlels it 

has undergone the fame fate as the firft, and been by 

its own author oltered as a facrifice to Vulcan. 

I Whenever therefore the certain Apothecary makes 

henceforth choice of nm^'hirclings to break his own head 
with the perfuming pan, I hope this anecdote will be 

a warning to him, to teach him how to chufe fuch as 
are better acquainted with the anecdotes of their times, 
and the particulars of tvhat they are advancing in their 
ap.plaufcs^ left he fhould lofe, as in this cafe, all the ad¬ 
vantages he expedls to derive from their enthuftafti^ 

cally worked up arguments. 

This fame Public applaufe congratulates again his vlr^ 

tuous IDOL upon his fuccef>ful beginning towards the 
very requijite reformation of true medical knowledge^ &c”, 

refle^lions as abfurd, expreffions as ridiculous as the'au- 
thors from whofe pens they proceed; and to which 

* Perhaps fome people, as well as himfelb will be of opinion that a more 
lucky choice of fubjefts to exercife his talents upon, might as well, and 
with no lefs propriety, be recommended to him alfo, in future. In. which, 
how far the advice mrght be right, I will not pretend to be a judge : but, I 
believe too that, if the name of Goldsmith, after the man was dead, 
proved to this mighty Goliath fo hard and fatal a (lock to ftumble upon ; it 
is natural enough to expedl: he v/ill take heed from it, how he meddles ano¬ 
ther time with a Goldsmith again, were ever another to fall in his way j 
and efpecially if the fecond lliould happen to be a Ih'ing-ont, 

I ftiaU 
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I fnall oppofe no anilver of tny own to confute tliem, 

as it would, of courfe, be fufpe£ted of partiality; but 

repeat only, as mucli more powerful and weighty, what 

I find in a very eminet publication intituled Obfervathm 

^ on the Duties of a Phyftdan^ and on the Tnethed of profe- 

cuting enquiries in Philofophy, The author, who, as I 

learn by the advertifement prefixed at the head of the 

work, was a medical profeffor not long ago in one of the uni- 

verftics of a neighbouring kingdom f exprefies himfeif thus 

p. 169.—But not to infill further on arguments that 

Ihew, that no confiderable improvement in the art of 

medicine can be expe£led from phylicians, while they 

are on the prefent footing. I fliall only obferve as a. 

fa£l, that it appears from the hiftory of medicine, that 

the improvements in it were feldom owing to thofe 

phylicians vrho valued themfelves upon being re- 

gular, fyllematic, rational practitioners; nay, what 

is more extraordinary, tliey have been often oppofeii 

by them with great keennefs and acrimony, and fei- 

dom adopted till after a very long llruggie. We 

could give inllances of this, in many of thc/improve- 

ments of modern praClice, particularly in the cafe of 

blillers, opiates, Peruvian-bark, antimony, mercury, 

and all the powerful chemical remedies ; the inven- 

tors or introducers of thefe, from the days of Para- 

celfus down to Dr. Ward, have been held by the fa- 

culty in contempt and deteftation. The difeoveries 

of thofe men who were not regular phyficians, have not 

“ been examined with that candid impartiality, which 

their importance and fuccefs required : yet from fucli 

very ufeful difeoveries may fometimes be expeCled. 

&c, heP 

^ This anonymous but elegant performance, divided into lt£iures, is 
printed for Cadell, in the Strand, 1770. 

'j' Ireland. 

It 
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It is, notwitliftanding, a truly regular-bred pbyficiafs 

who fpeaks, in fo ftrong a manner, in favour of Quacks 

Medicines. True it is, that a little farther 

he palTes alfo a due and rational ccnfure on fome igno~ 

rant^ carelefs and wrong-headed’’'* ones, who profit but 

little in proportion to what might be expedled from fo very 

extenfve a pradiicd’’ as they have. But, I hope I have 

fb fufhciently declared in this Preface thatfuch are 

not thofe I mean to defend by this publication, that I 

may not fear to be taxed with infidelity, in not copying 

further down from my quoted author; as I myfelf enter¬ 

tain the fame opinion of thofe Patence’s with which the 

world abounds, and coincide perfectly with him in his 

fentiments of the many lies they propagate about their 

extraordinary talents and lldlL Therefore, I fball con¬ 

clude this Preface of mine by the following words from 

that of the celebrated Dr. St rot hep. which fiands at 

' the head of his PraBical Obfervations^ printed London 

1729, page xxviii. on the Epidemical Fever^ wdiich reigned 

in the beginning of this Century.---^^ If the art of phyfc 

' is to be advanced^ no difeouragements ought to be given to 

the undertakers thereof; let each perfon of indufry draw 

out his fchemcj if it fails^ he has at leaf foe^vn his good 

will^ and prevents any other from feering in that road ; 

but if he fucceedsy he merits glory and ihanksP 

As for my part, I am far from thinking, like my 

fublime Brother Quack of the Strand, that I deferve 

already that glory and thofe thanks Dr. Strother men¬ 

tions. I am content if I may only be allowed the name 

and reputation of f riving earneftly for them ; and of be¬ 

ing in the right road which, by a due continuance of 

attention to my prefent purfuits, and the profefiion I have 

embraced, rnay conduft me one day to obtain botli, 

from the impartiality and candour of a juft, difeerning, 

and always equitable, Public. 

July Z2, 1776. 

2 Free 
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FREE THOUGHTS 

O N 

QUACKS 

AND THEIR 

MEDICINES. 

SECTION I. 

THE STATE OF THE QUESTION. 

HAT a great deal had been already fald, 
and ftill fliould continue to be every day 

repeated, agalnfl: Quacks, ^ Empiricks, 

and their Medicines, is not fo much to be 

won- 

Quack aild Empirick are two words common¬ 
ly ufed, which are found in every one’s mouth, and of¬ 
ten employed one for another ; becaufe their difcrimi- 
native, and radical, meaning is not fufficiently known. 1 
will, therefore, attempt to fix and ellablifli it here.--^ 
Doctor S. Johnson gives, at the word Qtjack, the three 
following definitions, or rather interpretations, which, 

B in 
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wondered at, as the filence it is generally ob- 

ferved thefe have obttinately kept on the fub- 

in my opinion, coincide fo perfedkly with each other into 
and the very fame meaning and idea, that they fnay 

perfeftly well be clalTed among thofe wt call diJilnBions 
without dlf 'erences. Here they arc. ‘‘ Quack, f, [From 

the Verb.] i, A boaftful pretender to arts he does 
not underlland. 2, A vain boaftful pretender to phy- 
hck ; one who proclaims his own medicalabilitiesin pub- 

‘‘ lie places. 3, An artful tricking practitioner in phy- 
lick.”—To the hrft definition, he quotes Felton ; to the 

Addijon\ and to the third, —I will pafsto the 
fameLexicographer’sdefinition of the word Empirkk',xh.^ny 
refume. — EMPiRicK,yi j A trier or experi- 

menter. Such perfonsas have no true knowledgeof phy- 
fical practice, but venture upon obfervation only.”— 

To this definition, he quotes iAo/^^’r.---Now, I will offer 
my opinion of the true and literal meaning of each of thefe 
two w'ords, and of the point of difference which charac- 
terifes them. The above three definitions of the word 
Quack, which, in faCt, are but one, I confider as 
vaffly ffreched out, quite in the outre^ and as being, in 
faCt, rather the prefent, aCtual, falfified acceptation of the 
word, than its real, original, and firff intended, meaning; 
which, according to me, is flriClly fpeaking nothing 
elfe but a preconifery a puhlljlnry a trumpeter^ an advertifery 
and is formed by oro^cf/o-Troix, (that is to fay Imitation) 
from the noife, or cry, which duch make.< Thofe crea¬ 
tures giving, by that fort of noife, and that perpetual re¬ 
petition of tlie fame cry, notice of their being in fuch a 
quarter, the imitative word quack has firfl jocularly, I 
fuppofe, and then ironicallly, been given to the medlcine- 
advcrtifers'y becaufe, like thofe animals, they announce, 
publilli, puff, and infliort quaek-away by advertifements, 
hand-bills, &c, the medicince they are pofleffed of. ' 
Hence quacks they are faid, in other words puhlipoerSy ad- 
vertifers and nothing more. This denomination^ as wc 
fee, does not touch in the leafi: their abilities or inabili¬ 
ties. How then can it imply a boaftful pretender to arts 
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jecl. Attacked with the moft ungenerous, 

and, I dare to fay it, fallacious arguments, 

woven 

not uncierjloodhy the Denominee ? How is if, and where 
does it appear again, that that art is phyjick in preference 
to any other art ? Therefore I conclude, and I believe 
with propriety, that any advertifer whatever, either for 

yhce-hiackingy /hirt-moking, portrait-painting, French-teach¬ 
ing,^ dancing, &c, &c, is in fadl literally, flriaiy and 
pofitively, as much a as he who advertifes for re¬ 
medies. The very firft, and moft eminent, member 
HIMSELF of the faculty, no fooner advertifes a book of 
remedies, or flridlures, conhderations, effays, dilTerta- 
•tions, aphorifms, &c, &c, &c, but he becomes alfo a true 
Qu ack, ipfo fadio, in the true, the literal, ftriftand full 
fenfe^ of the word, as well as they againft whom he 
fulminates in it. 

Empirick, upon examination, will appear no lefs mif- 
reprefented than the other. they fay, is its 
radix.-—True.---And fignihes, qui‘folum ex ex- 
ferientid aliquid tratlat: that is to fay, a man who prac- 
tifes from experiments only.—Very well,—Therefore, 
in my opinion, it is as much as to lay a man who prac- 
tifes nothing but what he is fure to be good from authentic 
authority ; and whofe authority is what can never de¬ 
ceive, miflead or mifguide him; what is always, at 
all times, and in all matters and cafes, moil furely and 
facredly, what fliould ever solely, be implicitly relied 
and confidently depended, upon, viz. experience 

•SiwA repeated experience, Empirick is then, inlliort, the 
man who never adminifiers a remedy to any one, without 
previoufiy being unqueftionably lure and convinced of its 
propriety and falutary efi'edls in the cafe it is adapted to. 
Nor can I find, indeed, how to torture the Greek word 
whence Empirick is drawn, fo as to extort that cunning, 
artful, malicious, and defignedly FFcxtcWimginitendo, coin- 
monly aferibed to it, that invidioufly firetched-out ac¬ 
ceptation of the vulgar, too raflily and unthinkingly 
adopted, and now authorifed, by the fandlion of our learned 

^ LexiCO- 
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woven with that (kill and addrefs which daz¬ 

zles the generality of readers, little ufed to the. 
finefles 

Lexicographer, which makes it mean a man who has no 
true knowledge of phyfcal pradihe^ but VENTURES upon 
obfervation only,—Nay, I go farther, I find myfelf even 
fufficiently founded to pronounce there is politive inconr 
liflency, glaring incompatibility, and downright contrar 
diction in the copulation of the two words and ob- 
fervation; which I prove thus. If the man adminifter 
nothing but what he has observed to be good, I main¬ 
tain he VENTURES NOTHING. I fay more, I declare 
he has greatly the advantage over the regular- bred phyf- 
dan whofe bulinefs, charafler and profeffion are all theory, 
and, therefore, all venturing, in the ftrift and literal fenfc 
of the word. True it is, that this Lft requires fuperiority, 
fublimity, real tranfcendency of genius; abllraft reafon- 
ing, and combinations in the mind, upon any new cafe, 
new accidents, new diforders, new chronical, or epidemir 
cal, difeafes, &c, he; whereas the other may be totally 
inept in all this, and unfit to Hate upon any other difor- 
der whatever, befides that only and folely for which his 
remedy is calculated.---But, this js the very circumftance 
J wanted to prove, that it is therefore the very regular-bred 
phyjidan himfelf, not the Empirick^ who precifely is the 
real trier, the true experimenter while the other neither 
^5, nor can pofiibly be called, fuch^ fince he pra^lifes nothing 
but already long tried and experimented remedies. Where¬ 
fore I go on, and infill again that a truly learned regular- 
bred phyfician (rara avis !) is the only one of courl'e who 
MAY ERR as a man, (for qmnis homo mendax) and the 
other CANNOT, he has it not in his power.---I would, 
therefore, be inclined humbly to recommend Do£lpr 
Samuel the correfting of this article in the next edition 
of his Dictionary. For empirjck, is fo far 
from meaning trier and experimenter^ (words eqgal to, and 
lynonimous with, worker in the dark, uyicertain, and igno¬ 
rant) that, on the contrary, it fignifies pofitively quite the 
reverfe in the Greek language, where it ftands for feiens^ 
aptus, ufu, praxi atque experieniia peritus ; that is to fay, 

knowing. 

/ 
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fineffes of the art of Logic, they have been 

made an objefl: of ridicule by fome, and re- 

prefented as the moft dangerous fort of people 

by others; as a public niiifaiice, as a fet of 

common empolfonners: and not one of them 

has had fpirit enough to take up the pen in his 

own defence, as well as that of the frater¬ 

nity. It Is high time, therefore, this fliould 

be done: and, without boafting of more abi¬ 

lities for the talk than my predeceflbrs^ or 

cotemporary fellows, of the Empirical Col¬ 

lege, I will, for the fake of Truth alone, 

take the liberty to offer here a few candid, in- 

genuous, and unadorned refleftions, on the 

critical point which divides us from the felf- 

calllng regular-bred phyficlans, and examine 

whether or not we deferve the fcurrillty of their 

language in the cruel manner they exert it 

upon us. 

jknowing, able, learned, experimented by ufe and con-, 
jflant pradlice. Is not this, to he sure oy what one does ? 

AVdio can, therefore, be more trufly now for a patient, 
more likely to comfort him, to revive and reanimate his 
dejefled fpirits, to dilTipate at his approach the gloomy 
thought of a threatening diffolution, to remove the ter¬ 
rors of an advancing death, and recall the two greatefh 
fupports of the afflicted, and bell alhftants of the phyh- 
cians, F a ith and Hope ?.If you confiilt your 
own heart now, you will foon find there fuch anfwer as 
1 can wifh to hear, arid which is the mod obvious. 

But, 

f 
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But, before going anyfarther,it will not be 

much amifs, perhaps, to fettle the reciprocal 

rights, privileges and pretenfions of the con¬ 

tending parties. Our adverfarles fay that Hyp- 

pocrates pronounces phyfick to be the nobleft 

of all arts whatfoever. That it v/as formerly 

in fuch a repute, efleem and veneration, as to 

make the inventors, or improvers, of it be ftil- 

ed Jons and hands of Gods^ and often confi- 

dered as Gods themfelves. All this is cer¬ 

tainly true. Such was, indeed, the opinion 

of the inhabitants of this world In the firft 

ages of It, when mankind, by the negleft of 

temperance and exercife, having began to be 

the prey of various unknown and unufual 

pains, fufterings and miferies, obtained unex- 

peftedly relief by the hands of fome few adepts 

who adminiftered them a few remedies which 

chance and accident had thrown in their way, 

and which their fagacity and difeernment had 

pointed out to them how to apply. Nay, 

even among the Chriftians the fame opinion 

nearly prevailed; fince, as we find it in St, 

Auguftin, * they thought the pofleflbr of 

the art of phyfick muft then be infpired. 

Corporis mediclna (Ji altius rerum ortgines 

repetas) non invenitur unde ad homines 

De GV. Dei. 

man are 



QUACKS AND THEIR MEDICINES. 7 

“ manure potiierlt^ nifi a Deo»^^ Hence they 

conclude that they alone ought to be em¬ 

powered with the adminiftratlon of medicines, 

to the excluiion of any one elfe whatever, 

becaufe they will be thought to have, at a 

great expence and coft, acquired great know- 

ledge, fkill and abilities, in the theoretical part 

of the art, in fchools and univerfities. But 

if, to enhance the difficulty, fuperiorlty and 

fublirnity of that very art, they think It ne- 

ceffary to alledge that Efculaplus^ the inventor 

of phyfick, never arrived before he died to the 

perfeftion of it; and that his fucceflbr Hyp^ 

pocrates^ being himfelf come to a very old 

age, was not affiamed of confeffing the fame 

in an epiftle to Democritus, If they are not 

againft admitting likewlfe that, even now, It 

requires an infinite deal of pains, labour, ex¬ 

pence, trials, experiments and time, before 

a man can be rightly, and duly,qualified for the 

talk, for a very good reafon they care not to 

mention, and which I will produce for them, 

viz. the field of difeafes is now become fo ex- 

tenfive, and fo far beyond what it ever was be¬ 

fore, that every one of them, fingly confider- 

ed, with its nature, caiifes, times, tendencies, 

fymptoms, dlagnoftics and prognoftics, &c, 

might perhaps well occupy the whole life of 

anv 
9 
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any inrin, and fomctimes that of feveral men 

fiicceffively, before its proper, and truly effi¬ 

cacious, antidotes are found out and difcover- 

ed. If all this, I fay, be the cafe, does not 

th is moft evident conclufion refult, that the 

man who turns * all his thoughts on the ftudy 

of one foie difeafe, its caufe, fourcc, principle 

and antidote, and attends to no other what¬ 

ever, is infinitely more likely to difcover a 

true and efficacious remedy againft it, than 

thofe who, forced to praftife on a larger fcale, 

cannot beftow a fufficient time upon any in 

particular, to inveftigate the true principles of 

them all, and apply the proper prefervative 

to a threatening diforder, or reftorative to a 

determined one ? Is it not obvious that the 

• pofieflor of a certain particular medicine 

againft one Angle particular diforder and its 

kindred appendages, (or, as you may call it, 

Itistofach highly meritorious difpofitions, in the 
juftly celebrated Doctor Armstrong, of Soho-Square, 
we are every year indebted for the prefervation of thou- 
lands of children, who, before him and the truly lauda¬ 
ble inflitution ofhis Dispensary, ufcd to fall a facrifice 
to the ignorance and meptia of their mothers and nurfes, 
in the treating of the diforders incumbent to that tender 
age, in which, (efpecially among the lower clafsof peo¬ 
ple) the dear innocent creatures are left to the mercy of 
their erroneous dire£lions, their abfurd adminiftration, 
to the evident danger of the poor infants’ lives, and the 
decreafe of the human fpecies, 

con- 
2 

I 
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confagulne diforders) he who fabricates and 

prepares no other fort during all his life time, 

ought certainly to be more verfed in the 

manutention, more exafl, more fcrupulous 

and more ready, in the preparation and admi* 

nifiration of it; than thofe who, from morning 

to night, are continually employed in com- 

pofing hundreds of various fpecies, made up 

of many different, oppofite and incompatible 

drugs, for various diforders, and in the 

greateft hurry, without being able to allow 

themfelves the time of refiedting to avoid mif- 

takes in the materials, and errors in the 

doling, or in the mode of adminiftering of 

them ? 
I 

On what principle, therefore, do the felf-cal- 

ling regular-bred phyficians ground their pre¬ 

tended prerogatives, and their fuperiority 

over us venders of medicines ? Did not that 

fublime art, they fo much boaft of, begin 

precifely in the very mariner that we now do 

exerclfe it? What were in their times thofe 

famous phyficians we find fo honourably re¬ 

corded in hlftory ? Were they regular-bred 

for treating of all forts of known or unknown, 

polfible and impoffible diforders ? Or, like us, 

were they merely and folely poffeffed each of 

fome particular remedy againft certain parti- 

C cular 
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cular difeafes; which pofleffion, originated 

from an accidental difcovery, or obfervation 

and combination, and then properly applied, 

had rendered them renowned enough to make 

them be fent for, and unboundedly rewarded, 

when, luckily for them, the malady they 

knew how to cure befel fome great perfonages 

of their times ? Such, notwithftanding, was the 

cafe of PhiUppus^ the phyfician of Alexander ; 

that of Pimocleas^ and Niclas^ who were thofe 

of Pyrrhus; fuch was that of Diofeorides, who 

was the phyiician of Antony and Cleopatra; 

fuch was in fhort that of Archagatus, the firft 

alien who, on account of his reputation that 

way, was made free of Rome, &c, &c. For¬ 

merly, one Angle phyfician did not take upon 

himfelf, as they do now, to fyflematife and 

differt boldly upon all forts of difordered ha¬ 

bits of the body ; but, having made a ferious 

ftudy of one particular dlforder and of the 

antidote againft it, praftifed no other branch 

of the healing art. 

In its infancy, therefore, it refults that phy- 

fick was in its purer ftate. For, as there was 

no fpeculation yet, and as every medicine, 

which ever was then adminiftered, was fo 

upon fure grounds and an undoubted know¬ 

ledge of Its elfefts, fo there were no rilks run, 

nor 
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nor experiments made, by the fons of gods of 

that period, as there is now by thofe of our 

days; and no one was by thofe facred hands 

killed, as at prefent, fecundum artem. It is 

to the corruption of the times, to the putre¬ 

faction of the principles of fociety, to the in- 

fatiable thirft after riches, to the rapacious 

hungrinefs, the ravenous greedinefs, the watch¬ 

ful voracioufnefs of the few cunning of all 

ages, in endeavouring to avail themfelves of 

the dull and fleepy indolence of the ignorant 

multitude, that we are indebted for that craf- 

tinefs which is now found reigning among 

the moft ufeful branches of arts and fclences, 

of all kinds, and for the impenetrable veil of 

myftery with which their jirjt poffeflbrs never 

fail to obfcure them, as foon as they begin to 

be fenfible of the extent of their utility. 

Is it a generous, candid, and difinterefted 

love of mankind, and the prefervatlon of Its 

members, as you affeft to profefs it by words, 

which inducesgentlemen of the faculty, to 

decry all quacks, from jEfculapius to the pre- 

fnt, either as ignorant, or felfconviBed im-- 
pofors, advertifing daily lies, whether mount- 

ed on ftages, or riding in chariots Is it the 

true knowledge of the dignity of your pro- 

feffion, and a fiiperiority of underftanding in 

C 2 its 
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its pradtke. which make you rail fo vehe? 

mently ac!ainft that pretented evil fpirit of 

quaclieryT which$ you fay, “ is gone forthf 

and ‘ ‘ has pojfefed all orders of men among usf 

and which you would like to lay^ if you could, 

together with every Demon of fuperjiition and 

u error ^ thaf' you may thereby rejh)re the world 

to truth and nature —NoTndeed.—Nofuch 

purity of fentiments exifts in you, more than 

in any other of the incorporated private com- 

panics. Lucre, gain, and profit, are the true 

and only motives which infplre you that flow 

of anathemas you beftow fo lavilhly upon 

us. The fear that the cure of difeafes fliould 

become eafy, and might be performed by 

every one at a fniall, or no expence, and thus 

oblige you to lay down your own chariots, 

erefted on, and fiipported by, the credulity 

of the ignorant, though wealthy, multitude, 

is the reafon why you foam in all your writ- 

ings, your confultations, and pFwate conver» 

fations, as^ainft the venders of medicines, 

ready prepared to cure what is not in your 

power even to attempt attenuating. Oh ! auri 

facra fames I quid non mortalla peSiora cogls ? 

But let us examine, without partiality, 

the fact as it really Hands. What are, ftriftly 

fpeaking, thofe advertifed medicines I Are 

they 
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they a compound of horfes dung and cows 

pifs; or, as the more polite, though no lefs 

contemptuous phrafe, is, a mixture of brick 

dtift and water, prepared by a parcel of dirty 

ignorant coblers, fcavengers, and chimney- 

fweepers, or fomething worfe if poffible, as 

fome would infinuate it; and by them retailed 

to the public as a fpecific to operate wonders, 

and Work miracles? NO: it is quite the 

REVERSE,—Firft, they are moftly compo* 

fitions which unite the exterior neatnefs and 

elegance, with the power, energy and efficacy 

interiorly concentered. Secondly, they are 

the fruit of the labours, ftudies, and expe¬ 

rience of fome really learned phyfician of the 

fo much boafted regularly-bred clafs; who, 

after having himfelf ufed and adminiftered It 

along while, with a never-failing fuccefs, at 

laft fometimes gives it to a friend, or leaves it 

in his family; in either of which cafes it ge¬ 

nerally becomes what is called a family-receipt^ 

and often keeps fo for the beft part of a cen^ 

tury, before it emerges into the world, and 

is advertifed as a nofrum againft thofe very 

diforders in particular, for the relief, attenua¬ 

tion, or radical cures, of which, they origi¬ 

nally were calculated by their firft Inventors 

and fabricators. Such is, notwithftanding, in 

faft, 
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A 

fad, the real origin of moft of the advertifed 

medicines which, at this prefent time, are in any 

repute.—Others, and many they are, origi¬ 

nated from thofe venerable members of monaC- 

teries ^ who, far remote from the cares, the 

vanity 

^ Witnefs the famous Roger Bacon, an Englifh 
Francifcan friar of the 13th century, diftinguiflied, on 
account of his vaft learning and deep penetration in ailro- 
nomy, chymifliry, mathcmaticks, &c, by the name of 
Do£lor MirahiUs.—I have now in my pofTeffion a very 
old book, intituled 'The Triumphant Chariot of Antimonp^ 
written by one Basil Valentine, a monk, of the 
order of St. Bennet, who, from the context of his treatife, 
appears whatever may be otherwife thought concerning 
his extravagant enthuliafm in favour of the phllofophlcal 
fto7ie^ to have been a very great chymift.—The barky the 
proper name of which is the Peruvian-barky but better 
known to the public by that of yefuit’s-barky is in fa£t owing 
for its difcovery, to the fociety of that religious order, 
and was made by mere chance and accident. The flory is, 
as well as I can remember, for I am obliged here to quote 
againfrom memory, (and a very treacherous one it isfome- 
tiraes in matters of mere hiftorical fafts;) the ftory, I 
fay, is, That one of them, who was ill of an ague, being 
dry, and near a pond, drank of that water and was cur¬ 
ed. Some how or other, a tree which was near the pond, 
and hanging over it fo as to drop its leaves in it at the 
time of fall, or projedled its roots into it, I am not fure 
which, was fufpe£led of impregnating the waters of that 
pond with its own virtues. Trials were made, and the 
tree found guilty of thofe qualities which ever lince prov¬ 
ed fo falubrious to mankind ; for which crime it was 
condemned to be, itself, and all thofe of its own 

SPECIES, ftripped of its bark for ever to come after¬ 
wards ; a fentence which has never failed lince to be 
carefully put in execution. And the Jefuits having been 
the firft difeoverers, preparers, venders, and importers 
of that medicinal ingredient, it went by'their name, under 

I which 
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vanity, and the diffipatlons of a corrupted 

age, bind themfelves voluntarily to employ 

the happy leifure of their ftill, calm, and 

peaceful retreat or folitude, and devote their 

time, their labour and their abilltes, to ftudy 

which it is better known than by its real one.—Aqua 

Melissa:, originally called Eau-des-Carmes, is a 
moil admirable cordial of very great and deferved repute, 
compofed by the members of that religious order at Paris 
where it firft originated, and whence it is circulated all 
over Europe.—In 1757, one Friar Come of the order 
of the Feuillans in the Thuillerles at Paris^ invented 
an inftrument called Lithotome-cache^ for the operation of 
the Hone in the bladder ; and this Ikilful monk performed 
feveral times this operation in prefence of the faculty, 
and the moft eminent mafters and profeffors of the fchool 
of furgeons at Paris, with a dexterity and fafety which 
did him infinite honour, and procured, for himfelf and 
his new inftrument, the greateft applaufe and intire ap¬ 
probation of thofe gentlemen. See the French reviews 
of that and the following years.—Such are in epitome 
the proofs I can produce, from memory only, of my after- 
tion concerning monks giving themfelves up with a me¬ 
ritorious application, and a noted fuccefs, to the theo¬ 
retical ftudy, and the praiftical art, of phyfick and furgery. 
Were I to make good thofe aftertions, I would dip into 
fuch proper places for fadfs, and authenticated fafts, as 
would foon be found undeniable; and I would take care 
to be fo particular, as to leave no room for the moft il¬ 
literate in thofe matters to doubt what would be laid be¬ 
fore him; which method would, at the fame time, not 
fail, I dare fay, to be productive of a great many more 
examples. But many of my readers being themfelves 
acquainted with the faCls I have quoted, and a great 
number living who have been eye-witneftes of fome of 
the circumftances referring to the laft I have related, I 
hope it will help to give me credit for the truth of what 
I advance from report only; though, I muft confefs, it 
is fuch a one as I may, with confidence, rely on. 

the 
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the art of repairing the damages which vices, 

intemperance, debauch, and luxury, bring 

daily on the conftitution and lives of thofe 

they left behind them in the world. There, 

free and iindifturbed, thofe pious votaries give 

themfeh^es up to all forts of ftudies and avoca*^ 

tions, according to the natural turn and dif- 

pofition of their minds; and there is no art, 

no fcience, and we might almoft fay, I be¬ 

lieve, even no trade now extant, but what is 

highly indebted for its improvement to the 

deep meditations, trials, combinations, re- 

fearches, experiments, and long praftice of 

thofe cloifteral folitaries. Such, therefore, of 
< 

thefe as ever did, or now do give themfelves 

up to the ftudy of phyfick, and daily pracf ife 

it in their infirmaries, with an averred fuccefs, 

are not certainly regular-bred phyficians; but, 

can one fay, however, that they are lefs learn¬ 

ed in the art than thofe who pique themfeves 

upon that vain, that frivolous, that infigni- 

ficant denomination ? Who will dare to al¬ 

ledge it; to advance fuch an abfurdity? I 

fay, they do really, juftly, and pofitively pof- 

fefs (without the lanction of an univerfity, 

and without the futile ceremony of a regular, 

unintelligible courfe of leftures, often as badly 

digefted as they are negligently attended) 

every 
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every thing which ought to conftitute the true 

phylician, and are such In fa£t, while the 

other is only nominatm. What comes, there¬ 

fore, from fuch hands cannot be queftioned 

with refpeft to the merit of the compofition, 

the virtue of the ingredients it is made of, and 

its real power and efficacy.—A few alfo, It ' 

muft not be denied, may be the difcovery of 

feme illiterate fellow, who could neither read 

nor write ; a fiiepherd, a plough-boy, a fiffier- 

man, &c. But, in this cafe, the great book 

of nature ftanding open before their eyes, 

why fhould they not make ufe of It that way, 

as well as a Fergufon did in aftronomy ? And 

why, if it ffiould fo happen, that chance offer 

them a vegetable, a mineral, an animal, or a 

fpring, which, by an < unexpe6led accident, 

they difeover to be invefted with a certain 

power or virtue; why, I fay, ffiould they 

not be allowed to make ufe of it, wffien they 

therafelves, or their friends, their neighbours, 

or their relations, want to be relieved of the 

fame, or a fimilar, evil they have found it 

had the power to remove r True It is, in this 

cafe, as it will not fail to be objefted, that 

fuch virtues, erroneoufiy doled, improperly 

adminiftered, and injudicipufly prepared, may 

do a deal of mifehief inftead of good, There- 

D fore, 
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fore, it will very readily be agreed to. But, 

at the fame time, it muft be as impartially 

anfwered, that tbofe crude remedies never do, 

nor can, In that imperfeft flate, come to the 

knowledge of the public at large, and that 

they always keep within the narrow circle of a 

few individuals in a village or two only, as the 

very illiteratenefs and poverty of their difco- 

verers, or pofl'eflors, Is always a fure guard 

enough, and a pretty infurmountable barrier, 

againft their fpreading by means of advertife- 

ments. Therefore, whenever any of this fort 

arrive to that pitch, it muft be through the 

channel and medium of fome man of abilities 

and judgment in thofe matters, who confe- 

quently never fails, immediately and previ- 

oufly, before he rlfques his name, his repu¬ 

tation and his fortune, to make fuch trials, 

effays, and experiments, as will afcertain to a 

degree the dangerous, the doubtful, and the 

uleful qualities of the new remedy; and, 

THEN, it becomes as fure and fafe a one as 

any other whatever, of never fo old ftanding, 

and of afcertained, or acknowledged, virtues. 

Such, however, or nearly fuch, are the 

fources whence originate the advertifed medi¬ 

cines, which fo much excite the rancour, and 

ftir 
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ftir lip the bile, of our proud, haughty, vain 

and fuperb adverfaries, Now, I will afk an 

impartial and candid reader, to tell me inge- 

nuoLiflyJ what he really thinks In his heart of 

their affecled declamations? Miift it not look 

highly laughable, not to fay abfiird to the 

greatefl; degree, to every one who hears, or 

reads them, to fee how the bullets infallibly 

and naturally retort upon them, fince it is 

proved that none of thofe medicines, which 

make the obje£l of their fpleenful clamours, 

now exift, but come direftly, or indireftly, 

from themfelves, 

To fupport this allegation, a few examples 

perhaps will not be thought out of feafon. 

Therefore, left I fliould be fufpefled of too 

much partiality, being myfelf a proprietor, I 

(hall not here inveftlgate the pedigrees of my 

own medicine, but take notice only of fome of 

the moft reputable among thofe which, with 

refpeft to the cenfures and fufpicious imiendos- 

thrown on them by the faculty, ftand under 

the fame predicament as I have endeavoured 

to remove and to deftroy, 

In the London Difpenfatory we find the re¬ 

ceipt of a certain balfum traumaticum among 

D 2 ‘ the 
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the pharmaceutical preparations therein ap^ 

proved of, recommended and defcribed. Now, 

would our readers imagine that this very me-^ 

dlcine is nothing but a certain Beaume du Com^ 

mandeur^ of French extraftion, known in dif¬ 

ferent countries, and fometimes in the very 

fame place, under the various names of BaU 

famwn Perjicum^ Balfam of Berne^ Wade s 

Balfam^ Friar s Balfam^ Purlingiords Balfam^ 

&c? Would one believe that, before 

pur learned and wrangling gentlemen gave it 

that honourable fanftion of admitting it among 

their own compofitions, and thus, as it were, 

to grant it letters of naturalization, this one 

and the fame medicine had been, in different 

parts of the world, quacUy kept as a fecrct in 

feveral private hands, and under, various de¬ 

nominations, for a great number of years : 

till, at laft, its real merit, and acknowledged 

virtues and qualities engaged one Pomet (a 

French do£lor) to give the receipt of it in 

his Hifoire des Drogues^ whence the authors 

and revifers of our London Difpenfatory hand-* 

ed it out, to dignify it with a place in their 

Sandluary ? And again, would one think it 

credible that, though thus adopted by the 

regular-hred phyficians, and fo publicly known 

as the Difpenfatory makes it, this very me¬ 

dicine 
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dicine fliould continue ftlll,however, under the 

difguife of very few and infignificant altera¬ 

tions, to be advertifed and fold here in London, 

by two different proprietors, under the diftinft, 

and above-mentioned, names of Burlington s 

and Friar s Balfains, and be notwithftanding in 

fact, nothing elfe but the Balfamum BraiimatF 

cum of the (hops ? If that of the fhops be a good 

and recommendable-mediclne, can that of the 

venders be a bad one ? Our reafon, not our pre¬ 

judice, is to guide us in this, and anfwer the 

queftion. 

But, this is not all. The fame cafe has hap¬ 

pened to another FAixlr of the invention of one 

Jacob Lemort a very great chymift, and 

Doftor of phyfic of the univerfity of Leyden. 

The 
- • ■ ■ • - _ ^ ^ 

^ Lemort’s name ought, in my opinion, to be written 
in golden letters, and never pronounced but with reve¬ 
rence, was it for no other reafon but the invention of this 
remedy, though he was alfo of a vaft many others of 
great merit, (as may be feen in his chymical and medi¬ 
cal works printed in quarto, at Leyden, 1696) fuch, for 
example, as the elixir menftruale^ the 'Jefuh's dropSj ano¬ 
ther very valuable medicine, the elixir anodyniim^ the 
be%Qrticum^ Ac, &c.—-Dr. Quincy was the means of 
bringing his ejpntia ajihmatica into repute in this coun¬ 
try, by the encomiums he pafTed on it, joined to his ob- 
fervations on the compohtion ; for, he did not helitate 
to lay, that there is not any compojition of our fhops to be 

compared to it in the intention it is' orderedd"^ —The 
college of phylicians did not give it a place in their 

I difpenfatory 
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The name he had given it, at the ttoe, was 

EJentla Ajlhmatlca. Now, it Hands adopted, 

in 

difpenfatory.^ till the laft reformation of it: in doing which, 
they have thought proper to throw, ont of its compofi- 
tion, the honey^ the liquorice^ the ihiBure of fafroUj and 
the fait of tartar. But, if they mean this fupprellion as 
an improvement worthy of their High Mightineffs^ I fay 
that, in my fimple quality of brother quack., I could pro- 
pofe another, which feems to me of no lefs conlequence 
than theirs, and which, I am furprifed, to have efcaped 
their notice. Here it is.—They have ordered re£lified 
fpirit of wine. This, I allow, is the proper menfiruum 
for the oil and camphire; but, by no means, is it a 
proper one for the extradl of opium ; which, on account 
of its gummy nature, cannot be fo compleatly diffolved 
in that fpirit, as it would be in water; as a proof of 
which, I fay that they themfelves have dire£led the crude 
opium to be digefted in water, in order to make the 
thebaic extradi^ or framed opium., ufed in this very elixir. 
Therefore, the way I would propofe, to make this com- 
pofition, would be thus. Diffolve the camphire, ben- 
zoine and oil, in a pint of fpirit of wine : and, the extraB 
of opium, by itfelf, in a pint of water. Let them ftand 
twenty-four hours, then mix together; and, after {land¬ 
ing twenty-four hours more, filter. By this m^ean, the 
ingredients will be infinitely better fufpended. Fahricando 
fitfaber, fays the old adage ; and true it is enough : for, 
praftice alone and careful examens, in repeated operations, 
can produce real improvements. ISot to fpeculation, in¬ 
deed, but to various trials, efiays, and affiduous labours, 
am I indebted for few improvements I have made in 
fome cciiipolitions.—This valuable remedy is the moft 
counterfeited of any, among all the advertifed medicines. 
And the reafon is obvious. . A good many individuals, 
it IS hoped, die, in an old age, who have been prudent and 
cautious enourrh, during their life, to avoid thole irregu- 
larities which procure the Jcurvy, the gout, the pox, the 
rheumatifms, kc. But none, in this happy illand, 

where 
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In our Difpenfatory, under that of Elixir Pa- 

regoricum^ or. Paregoric Elixir ; that is to fay, 

emollient, 

where the air is not the moll falubrious in all Europe, 
ever die, at any age, and in any condition, from the 
King to the beggar, but had more than once coughs and 
coldsy and fome of their appendages. Whence comes the 
temptation, in the breaft of fome people, who envy the 
apparent profits they think the proprietors of advertifed 
medicines reap of their compofitions, and who have none 
of their own to advertife, hence, I fay, arife their defire of 
venturing the fame carrier; to do which they think none 
fitter than that, the merit of which is moft unquellioned, 
and the patients for which are more plentiful. Thefeprecife- 
ly are the advantages which attend Lemort’s cdixir, and 
every one is willing to have the fale of it, without feeming 
to rob one another, nor propofing an old and well known' 
remedy. Then, they new chrifien it, and difguife it with 
various colours; fome put Spanifh liquorice, to make it 
black; red faunders, to make it I'ed ; falfron, to make 
it yellow, &c, &c. Others, to difguife it Hill better, put 
a' good dofe of the refin of benzoine, or the halfam of 
'Tolu: the elfedl: of either of which is, that when you put 
a tea-fpoonful of it in a glafs of water for ufe, according 
to prefcription, it turns that water white like milk, con¬ 
formably (as we have obferved fomewhere elfe in this 
pamphlet) to the natural property of all refines and re- 
finous fubfiances.—So, that the buyer is really taken in, 
and fancies he has purchafed fome new, more efiicacious 
remedy than any of previous exiftence ; while it is no 
other than that which he could have got next door, or 
that other again he had yellerday, from another advertifer. 
But, after all, of what confequence is that deception 
to the public ? Of none, to be fure. If this remedy be 
the fame as that other which belongs to the other pro¬ 
prietor, it mufi; produce the fame good effedls. Then the 
cuftomers indeed divide. It is true again. But then the 
elder proprietor only, and no one elfe, is hurt: becaufe 

was 
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emollient, foftenmg, foothing, or comforting; 

from TrocpTjyopios, folatium^ dele8tatio^ obleBameri’^ 

tum^ or TrapTjyopiKog confolandi^ feu leniendi, 

vim habens. And It is not improper to ac-* 

quaint the public, that the ingredients it is 

compofed of, are fo perfectly conform to the de¬ 

nomination of the context, fo benign and ef- 

feQual in colds, coughs, afthmas, confump- 

tions and any fuch other obllruftions.of the- 

limgs and breaft, that all thofe various reme¬ 

dies, daily advertifed by private perfons, or the 

befi: and moft reputable chymifts and dodors, 

fuch as -’s balfa^n of honey^ chymical 

drops^ lozenges^ ejfence of coifs foot^ &c, &c, 

&c, are nothing clfe but this very elixir com¬ 

bined with the infignificant addition of fome 

unneceffary drug, to difgulfe it and alter Its 

form, whence they take the name they give 

it. This fpecles of fraud they praftife with 

no other view but to have an opportunity to 

was not this newly advertifed medicine the fame, and of 
courfe as good, as his; thofe who purchafe the new would 
have purchafed the old, and his now linking profits would 
have been, by fo much, greater. But what is all this to the 
public ? Nothing, nothing; abfolutely nothing at all. 
An old axiom of the Jus Romanum was; Confulere utlUtati 
puhlic(^j prima Lex ejio. Let this law always be that alfo 
of our nation, and we fhall foon find the benefit of it, 
by being more happy, in fa6i^ than we are in /peculation, 

publifhj 
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publifh, with fuccefs to their piirpofe, a well- 

knovva and fafe remedy, better than which 

none they can find, as if it were a noflruvi of 

their own invention. A circiimfcance, or 

rather a fcheme, which, by the bye, we muft 

know, attends moft of the remedies of ac¬ 

knowledged and authenticated merit and vir¬ 

tues. 

In the laft century, an imprudent ufe of 

the Peruvian bark having been attended with 

bad confequences, bad brought this valuable 

remedy into difefteem, difrepute, and difgrace, 

fo that it was Intirely rejected from the prac¬ 

tice of phyfic, and no one would any more 

have any thing to do with it. About the 

fame time, one Sir Robert Talbot^ an EingTifli 

gentleman who refided at Paris, had acquired 

fuch a prodigious reputation, on account of 

the furprifing fuccefs he met with, in his prac¬ 

tice, by the adminiftration of a certain medi¬ 

cated wine of his own preparation, that Lewis 

XIV ordered a large fimi of money to 

be offered to Sir Robert^ for his fecret; that 

fo fingular a remedy might not be loft, but, 

on the contrary, communicated to the public, 

and become ferviccable to the cdnimiuiitv. 
* ■ ' w 

The purchafe was made: and then, what did 

the fo famous medicine prov^ to be ? Nothing 

R but 
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but the poor old difcarded bari itfelf. And 

where, therefore, did the merit lie? Was it 

in a different, a- new, a more fenlible, more 

rational mode .of preparing this vegetable, 4 
method better fiiited to its conftituent c[iialitles ? 

'Noh not at all. What then? In the mere 

metnod of managing it, the foie procefs of 

adminiffration. By this mean, the medicine 

retrieved its iofl character: by this mean it 

has kept it up, and preferved it, to this day, 

‘to the great benefit of mankind. Could not 
this be the cafe of many pretended quack me¬ 

dicines ? No doubt of it. For, in fadl, had 

not tlie truly commendable, the much worthy 

of imitation, generofity of the French Monarch 

ftept forth in this circrrmfiance, and had this 
remedy been kept fecret in the hands of Sir 

Robert himfelf, and then in thofe of his lineal 

defeendants, or feme of his friends, the fuc- 
1 p ' ' ' 

cefs had certainly not difcontiniied to attend 

the life of the remedy; nor, perhaps, had 

either the bark itfelf diicontinued to be, at this 

very time, condemned as a dangerous, a pernlci- 

piis, even as a down-right poiibnoiis, drug. 
-i < ,. ■ ^ 

One example more, of freflier date, and I 

have done,—When the late Marfhal Saxe 

commanded the French army ’in Germany, 

• daring the war before laF, a certain Keyfer^ of 

German 
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German extraftlon, but fiirgeon to a French 

marching regiment, finding that almofi: the 

whole army was fired with the polfon of the 

venereal diforder, and that the long procefs^ 

ufually obferved by the faculty in Inch cafes, 

could never do with foldiers and officers, who 

were inceffantly haraffed by the fatigues of 

war, thought it his duty to contrive a method 

for contracting all the beneficial qualities and 

properties of mercury in fo fmall and commo¬ 

dious a compafs as to be adminiftered to his nu¬ 

merous patients, and make them reap all the' 

advantages of it, without any interfering* v/ith 

the duties of their profeffion. He luckily^ 

then, invented fome pills (which he denomi¬ 

nated Dragees) by means of which he perform-^ 

ed the molt furprifing cures, and faved the 

lives of many hundreds of his Sovereign’s fub- 

jefts from the knife of corrupted venery, and 

lince acquired, before his death, a confiderable 

fortune in Paris, during the following peace. 

Thefe pills found alfo their way into this coun¬ 

try in his life time, and fiiice have continued 

to be fold and prepared in England, upon the 

principles of their author, by the hands of the 

fame perfon, who firft imported them: and, 

if we judge by the uninterrupted feries of ad- 

vertifements, which, for tbefe twelve or four¬ 

teen years paft at leaft, have daily been infert- 

E 2 cd 
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ed in our news>papers, we may readily fuppofe 

they in lift have met with not very indiffe- 

rent a fuccefs, thus to encourane their adver- 

tifer to keep up fuch a certain expence.—Now, 

here is, as we fee, another + quack medicine, 

which is the fruit of the invention of a 

reguJar-hred Doftor, and is patronized by 

another of the fame ftamp, in our days, and 

I find thefe pills have come to luch a height of repu¬ 
tation, that they are lent even into Ireland and America. 
The^e pills arc made, I 'know, of calcined mercury. Dr. 
h ALCK, in has late treat}fe on the medical qualities of mercury^ 
page 65, lias tie'en rather fcvere upon them. As for my 
part, I am fairlv of opinion, that they really have more 
merit than he is pleafed to allow them. V an Swieten, 

pliyiician to the court of Vienna, and Sir John Prin¬ 

gle, here, after Inm, have Ixitli, it is true, introduced the 
iolution of lublimate in brandy or molalTes fpirits among 
the fokhers, as Keyser did his Dragks; and I be¬ 
lieve It was’ found better than thefe. This is the only 
rea!bn:ible aryument, if it be one, which can be made 
agHiriii the Frenchman’s pills, as liquids always mix in 
.ihe blood better than foiids. 

t Is not Glass’s Magmfia Jlha, a preparation of 
that caith, moft exquiliteiy fupenor to any of thole we 
had before, an ] are ftill found, in the (hops. However, 
though of the greatcll merit, none of thofe fliops will 
ever me it; they continue to fell their impure one ; and 
hue author of tliis elegant purification was, neverthelefs, 
a regular-bred luryeon, who lived and died in the heart 
of one our moh celebrated univerlities hardly noticed, or 
ever employ ed, even in his profeffion.—He was an ad- 
vmrtiler of medicines, therefore a quack, therefore defpiled 
by his brethren.—But, in compenfation for this, he was, 
as ever he will be, bleded by many a mother, for the faving 
of lier 

under 
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under our own eyes.—The firft had been re¬ 

gularly bred to the biifinefs, fince he belonged 

to a regiment In France, for which he muft 

neceffarily have attended all the courfes of 

furgerv and anatomy at St. Cofme, belides the 

hofpitals. The latter Is publicly known and 

avowed here to be a regular-bred phyfician: 

and a man of fortune and property ; who has 

not been afliamed ofexpofing his name In fup- 

port of that quack medicine nor of protefting 

it againft the virulent afperfions of his brethren; 

although in France, during all Keyfer\ life, 

envy nev^er ceafed to foam and fpatters againft 

the pills, as it now continues to do ftill, both 

there and here. But, was it a bad remedy, 

they would not rage fo violently.againft it. 

Having nothing to fear from the fuccefs, they 

would not take notice of It; they would not 

even mention it. The vender of it himfelf 

would foon have dropped the fcheme of pro¬ 

moting its fame, had he found his purfe impair¬ 

ing by the expence of advertifing, without 

feeing a proper return ebbing back. In com- 

penfation for his large flowings. It is then 

evident to the bllndeit genius, to the moftob- 

tufe capacity, that it is not, as they would 

make us believe, a true and difinterefted love 

for mankind and the good of fociety, which 

inaic.e the facii Ity rave fo much againft what 

I they 
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they are pleafed to call quack medicines; but^ 

only and truly, the foie difpleafiire of feeing 

the art of healing grooving fo eafy, and their 

confeqiience finking in proportion. They fee, 

with an aching heart, in the increafe and 

multiplicity of fiich faccefsful medicines, the 

portending harbinger of an irnmenfe, and nigh 

hovering^ decreafe of their revenues; which, 

like thofe of certain other craft-mafters of feme 

more dignity, have no other foundation but 

the credulity, the iinbecillity, of an uncautlous 

and blunt-eyed multitude. 

As it was a recent faft^ tranfafted before 

our own eyes, within a few years, I had in 

this caufe a good opportunity of lighting that 

of almoft all others, which now exift, and the 

origin of which, though not, perhaps, fo 

well authenticated, may neverthelefs be as 

, good. Befides, this account moil evidently 

- points out the true occult fource whence 

fprings that inveterate enmity which our much 

boafted regular-bred phyficlans bear to every 

advertifed medicine. So that now fuch an ex¬ 

ample is enough to open the eyes of the public 

upon their condudl, and fet at nought all the 

moft fpecious, and beft worded, declamations 

they may henceforth prefer againft thofe which 

either exift already, or which may ftart up at 

aiiy 
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any other future ti me.—-Oh I Sons of Gods of 

pur days! How far do you lliew yotirfelves 

from elevated fpiritiialty ! How much addic-* 

tion and adherence, on the contrary, to mate¬ 

riality do you betray to a fenfible being ! What 

low, mean, and vile felfiflinefs! What in*.* 

terefted views do you difcover to candid and 

indifferent obfervers^f Since, becaufe an effica^ 

cious remedy Is not left in your hands, but 

paffes into thofe of fuch as will adminifter it 

to the afflifted, without the fees of confulta- 

tion, at a fiftieth part of what you would 

charge it, you had rather fee all your patients 

die without affiftance, than it be fald you have 

recommended fuch a remedy to them, or ufed 

it yourfelves in any of your preferiptions. Tan- 

ne animis ccelejiibus tr^ ! 

Notwithstanding ; (would any^jne be¬ 

lieve it ? And, what a contradiftlon !) Innu- 

inerable almoft are the quack medicines which, 

either pofitively coming from regular-bred 

phyficians, or from other quarters, have how¬ 

ever fo far got the better of their oppofition as 

to meet with their general approbation, be 

recommended by them, and even admitted in 

their repofitory. For, befides thofe already 

taken notice of, we have got again, as fiaoding 

ones, that is to fay, ftill fold and advertifed 
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in the quack manner, and nevertheiefs recom¬ 

mended by the faculty, Daffy’s Elixir the 

Beaume de Vie^ !)r. Jameses Poxvders^ Stough¬ 

ton s Drops tr Di% Anderjoris Pills^ (now under 

the appellation of Scotch PullsP) the Vinegar 

of the pour-Phieves^ &c, &c. 

In fpeaking of this laft, efpecially, I cannot 

help taking this notice of It, that it has a fin- 

gular merit In being effectually the real con¬ 

trivance fourYrmch rogues^ who, during a 

peftilence which raged in their country, found 

means to rob all the fick, and plunder a!i the 

houfes,without ever catching the lead: fyaiptom 

of the Infection, and that owing only to this fc- 

cret, antipeftilential preparation of their own 

contrivance, the publication of which was 

made, at their trial, the price of their lives. 

—Now, w^hether or not, they wTre men of 

literature, (kill, abilities, and theoretical or 

experimental knowledge in the pharmaceutical 

art, I fhall not think of contending here. 

Neither fhall I, in order to enhance dill more 

^ Daffy’s Elixir is concealed in the fliops under 
the appellation of dlnBiire of Senna, 

f Thefe Drops inhabit alio the fliops incogs under 
the name of the bitter Tincture, 

the 
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the merit of the invention, aflert that they 

were only fome dirty villains, according to 

the idea their profeffion conveys in an Englifli- 

man’s head, judging from a comparifon with 

that fort of people who in England follow 

the trade of thieves, foot-pads, robbers, houfe- 

breakers, and pick-pockets. Too many and 

too fatal examples have we got, and do we 

meet with, indeed, every day in our own 

country, of people of higher rank and more 

exalted ftation, engaged in the fame bufinefs 

and way of life, though not fo much falling, 

by the mode of tranfaftion obferved in the 

praftice, within the letter of the law, and 

thereby not fo direftly amenable to the cog¬ 

nizance of the magiftrates, the verdiil of a 

jury, and the fentence of a judge. The bad 

opinion, which experience and cool reflexion, 

on the prefent ftate of our manners, and the cor¬ 

ruption of our morals, as well as'on the tranf- 

aftions of fociety in thefe our days, induce me 

to entertain of the aftuatlng principles of in¬ 

dividuals, is fuch indeed as to leave no room for 

me to doubt but every one, from the higheft 

to the loweft, would wiilingly ftrip his bro¬ 

ther of his property, could he do it with the 

fafety of his perfon,—Therefore, there is no 

eaufe wiiy we fliould think that a lucky' 

F cliance, 
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^chance, a fortuituous hap, procured to four 

IGNORANT rogues this happy antipeftilential 

prefervative; and there is a much greater rea- 
fon to think, that k is the fruit of the deep 

and long premeditated combinations of four 

ABLE and INGENIOUS CONFEDERATES, whofe 

heads the calamitous circumftance of the times 

had put to work. For, intereft is the great- 

eft proipoter, the mpft powerful fpur of In- 

duftry. And man, the moft ravenous fpecies 

of the animal kingdom, is fo felfiftily prone 

and addifted, that nothing could prevail upon 

the beft of the whole tribe to do the leaft good 

or fervice to his fellow creature, was he him-; 

M to deduce no fort of direft, or indirect, 

perfonal advantage wbateve|: from the deed. 

But, to put an end to this defence of the 

quack medicines^ and be convinced of their real 

and intrinfical merit, it fuffices to pbfcrve, 

that notwithftanding all the railing and fcur- 

rilpus language ufed againft them? uo lefs 

than FIVE of them % if not more, have po- 

iitively been received in the laft London Dif 

Thefe Jive medicines are. Elixir of Vitriof the Ea~ 
regoric, the Eurlingtori or FriaEs Balfam^ the L^nBure 
pf Peruvian Bark^ and that pf Cardoinoins^ 

penfatory; 
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penfatory ; which is the greateft proof which 

can poflibly be given that qiiach^ and their 

medicines^ deferve not all in general (what- 

ever may be thtpeccata of a few in particular) 

that cenfure paffed upon them by the public, 

nor the malevolent afperfions thrown againft 

them by the faculty ; no more than thefe laft^ 

whatever may be the real merit of fome very 

few among the many, deferve not all the 

encomiums which are bellowed on them^ the 

confidence the public has repofed in them^ nor 

the fublime charafler they affiime^ and they 

would make us believe to be due to them. 

There remains nothing now but to ex¬ 

amine ferloufly whether or not two certain 

ingredients, of the mineral kingdom, which 

have lately met with fome misfortune, and 

the bell, nioft efFe£lual and efficacious how¬ 

ever, of the known, and aftually difeovered, 

remedies, are truly ftained with that blemifli 

which is imputed to them ; and whether they 

merit that ftrong and detrimental prejudice 

which the generality feem to have now imbibed 

againft them.—-Mercury and Antimony 

are the two objefts here in view, and are go¬ 

ing to be fubjeft of the following difquifitlon. 

Fa SECTION 
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a- 

SECTION IL 

On mercury and ANTIMONY. 
\ 

TT' 
A IT ERE are three * very powerful me¬ 

dicines which are compofed of Mercury, vi%, 

the fublinwte^ the calcined Mercury^ and the 

yelloiv Mercury Emetic^ otherwife ^urhith ME 

'neraL—The fublimate Is the only one hither¬ 

to known which has the peculiar property of 

diflbiving equally well in any liquid you can 

put it into, let it be fpirit of wine, vinegar, 

mere water only, or any thing elfe whatever. 

By this mean it acquires that fuperior advan¬ 

tage to be rendered a much fafer remedy than 

any of thofe other forts of preparations which, 

refuiinp' thcmfclves to diffolutlon, cannot be 

A fourth migiit perhaps, with great propriety, he 
a'lcled to thole three^ viz. A'lercurrus Julcis, or, dulcified 
j\:tercury, an exceiiively good medicine though no lei's 
a rank ppifon, tlian all the other preparations of Mer¬ 
cury, therefore requdliiig a very judicious hand to be ad- 
jiiinillrred with fafety. 

g’l veil 
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given In any other fliape, or form, but in pow¬ 

ders, pills, &c. 

The reafon Is obvious; and, every fen- 

fible being will, eafily, conceive that, by 

making up pills, which Is done by an admix¬ 

ture of fome other ingredients, in order to com- 

pofe a kind of pafte, there may, nay there 

muft unavoidably, follow an uncertainty in 

the divifion of each of thofe thus intermixed 

ingredients, which being the cafe, with refpe£t 

to that chief aftive one, cannot but be attended 

with dangerous confequences. For, this un¬ 

certainty muft neceftarily be productive of ine¬ 

quality in the dofing of that moft eflential 

article of the compoft : whence it may happen 

that one pill fliall have three grains of it to it- 

felf alone, while another fhall have but one^ 

and the other very likely none at all, or, nearly 

none. 

On the contrary, a liquid Is infinitely more 

fufceptible of the moft accurate preparation. 

It may be corrected to a pofitive certainty, and, 

therefore, taken with the greateft fecurity, 

and without any the leaft apprehenfion or 

fear. 

Another 
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Another ftrong objection again ft Mer^ 

curtail Antlmonial^ or any other pills, is again 

this. They are apt to lay in the ftomach un- 

active ^ for a great while, until fome liquid 
of an acid quality comes down, and then fets 
Immediately the whole in adlion. This ob- 
fervation is fupported by the opinion of the 

very learned Dr. Huxham himfelf, who, in 
his Treatlfe on Anthnonyy takes notice of this 
circumftance, and very ftrongly expatiates on 
the fuperlor advantage an impregnated liquid 
has over a folid compofitlon, and the much 
greater fafety which attends the taking of the 
former, as it readily mixes,” fays he, “ with 

the blood and animal humours, and pafles 
qlf fo freely and eafily through all the out- 

“ lets of the body, that it may be given with 
fafety, and repeated with fiiccefs, two^ three^ 
or even four times In twenty-four hours In 

“ fmall dofes, and fo continued for days to- 
gether. Whereas the foUd—preparations 

“ are very uncertain In this operation, fome* 
times lying a long lime in the ftomach and 

^ I think, notwithllanding, this objection, however 
well it may fuit Mercunal preparations in general, is not 
quite fo flri6lly applicable to fuhlimate ; as this is of its na¬ 
ture too afliveto lay long dead in any one’s body; the natu¬ 
ral warmth of which is full fufficient alone to fet it in 
motion. 

bowels, 
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bowels, before they exert any fenjible effeB ; 

and then at once irritating with fo much 

«« violence and obftinacy that —"'  .an Hy- 

percatharfis * fometimes, all at once and 

unexpeftedly, comes on, efpecially on drink- 

ing a glafs of wine, cyder or other vege- 

table acids. Befides,’’ continues the fame 

author, ‘‘ when medicines are given in fub- 

fiance, they muft firfi undergo a diflblu- 
tion in the ftomach, before they can pafs the 

la6leals, and be mixed with the blood, fo 

as to acl as alteratives, diaphoretics, &c,” 

This fage obfervation of Huxham muft 

then hold good with refpe£l to mercurial liquid 

and foUd preparations, and eftablifh powerfully 

the fuperiority I have advanced that the one is 

poffelfed of over the other. 

Hypercatharfis^ from v-n-tf fupya^ prceter^ and KccSupcric; 
purgatio, therefore fupra modum purgatio, that is to fay, 
a violent over and above purging.--»This explication of 
hard words we have thought neceffary, whenever there 
occured any in this pamphlet, to facilitate the under- 
-ftandingof it to the ladies who may happen to read it, and 
by whom indeed it is our wifh it may be perufed, as wel} 
as by the Jdepts, or, otherwife, thofc who think and 
call themfelves, and generally are confidered as, com- 
pleatly Ikilled in all the fecrets of the Phyjical Art, 

Now, 
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Now, it is no lefs certain that JubUmate^ 

and all other mercurial preparations, may be 

increafed and decreafed in their virulent qua- 

lilies ad libitum. You may correft, for ex¬ 

ample, the corrojive fublmate to fuch a degree, 

that all its virulent powers lhall be quite de- 

ftroyed and annihilated, as In the powder 

called the white precipitate of Mercury; a 

powder well known among the ladies for its 

efficacious virtue, in deftroying that little 

animal which, fo commonly infefrs children’s 

heads. Its innocence muft be great, fince it is 

ufed fo freely with children’s heads, even at 

an age when their fountain is flill quite v/ide 

open; and its efficacy muft be very little infe¬ 

rior to its innocence, lince one Angle thimble- 

full mixed with common ftarch-powxler at 

the time ofdreilinff, will be found quite fuffi- 

cient to operate the fame effect in adults lying 

under the fame predicament. 

On another hand; fubliwafe may be ren¬ 

dered ftlll more corrofive than it is by itfelf, 

bv making the foilowdng expeiiment—R. 

T^ake half a drachm of fubliniate, which diff 

folve in one ounce of reclined ijiirit of wine 

in a glafs mortar. Next, pour it on a 

and fet it on fire; the Ipirit will burn out 

and 
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and leave after it the fublimate, which will 

appear as a thin pulp, fpread over the plate. 

Add now a gill of common water, and grind 

it again v/ith the pefde in the mortar as before. 

If you put a little of that mixture on a knife, or 

a (hilling, it will inftantaneoufly (lain either 

as black as coals, and much more than any 

other preparation of the fame ingredient. 

Another experiment. With a moderate 

addition of any alkaline fait, you will always 

corredl the fublimate at pleafure: fo that, if 

you carry that addition to a certain degree, 

beyond proportion, you may thereby deftroy 

its corroding power intirely.—But, by adding 

to this laft mixture of deftroyed fublimate an 

acid liquid, you will revive all the inaftive 

acrimony of the fublmafe^ and reftore it to 

its prime ftate as it was before. Becaufe the 

acid liquid is a menilruum which loads it- 

felf with all the particles of fait, and abforbs 

them without affefting the fublimate^ which, 

then forfaken by the fait, and rid of the en¬ 

cumbrance of its parts, recovers the free aftion 

of its own. Thus it is that what was a poi- 

foii juft now, is no more fo at prefent, and 

the next moment may be made a poifoii 

again.—Whence I conclude that, though 

G Umate 
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limate has been fo much exclaimed againft, of 

late, yet it is neverthelefs the beft and the 

fafeft of all mercurial medicines, when, (^I 

muft confefs) it is in judicious hands, and 

adminiftered to patients who will firiftly ad¬ 

here to the prefcriptions of the adminiftrator, 

who, undoubtedly, beft knows the nature and 

quality of what he gives, and the regimen it 

requires, during the perufal. 

Some weak geniufes make their appearance 

now and then, who, in compliance to the 

prejudices and circumftances of the time, have 

the foible of advertifing their medicines as dej- 

tltiite of Mercury^ Antimony and other imfor- 

tnnate mineral, or vegetable, which for the 

time may happen to be in difgrace: while, at 
the fame time thefe ingredients are the very 

foundation of their medicines, and they could 

not manufacture them without that portion 

of their receipts. They forget that there is no 

niedicine, of any note or efficacy, which does 

not carry its particular charafteriftic along 

with it; a charafteriftic which will always 

be found out either by the fmell, by the tafte, 

by the effefts, or by the trial they can be put 

to: and that, therefore, a mere affertlon, or de¬ 

claration, that fuch or fuch ingredient does 

not 
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not enter into the compofition of fuch a me¬ 

dicine is not enough to be credited. Thus, 

for example, Camphire^ Hemlock^dind Cinnamon^ 

will be difcovered by the fmell: though 

GOOD CaJJia^ indeed, will very nearly give 

the fame odor as this laft. Jalaps befides 

its well known purgative quality, will be 

found out by its burning difagreeable taftc 

in the throat. Cantharides by their occalion- 

ing a ftrangury in the urinary paffage when 

the dofe is pretty llrong ; and, if weaker, by 

its producing a conftant defire of making 

water, which foon brings on a diabetes. 

Thus, pills made of fublimate^ if rubbed on 

a (hilling will flain it black ; and Mercury^ 

if given in ftrong draughts will particularly 

affecl: the mouth. Though I muft not deny, 

I have alfo known patients who complain of 

all the fymptoms ^ which are found to affeft 

the mouth after Mercury has been taken, 

though no fort of medicine at all had been 

adminiftered to them, which affedlion was 

intirely and folely owing to a mere fcorbutic 

habit of their body. 

* Confirmed by the anfwer and declaration of Sur¬ 
geon Br-OMFIELD to Serjeant Glynn ; as may be 
feef p. 41. 1. II. of Mifs Butterfield''s trial. Which fee 

G z But, 
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But, to return to what I fald before, and 

continue to prove how ingredients are difco- 

vered by experiments: fuppofe a medicine 

be compofed of refins, for example; as thefe 

are only diflblved in fpirits, the trial is made 

by pouring fome of the compolition into a 

glafs of water, it will turn all into a milky 

white liquor. Even a nutmeg, if powdered 

and infufed in fpirit of wine, that infufion 

will produce the fame effeft as foon as mixed 

with water. So that thofe who are a little 

converfant with the materia medicaywWl never 

be at a lofs to pronounce what are the chief 

ingredients any medicine is generally compof¬ 

ed of, as to its bafis, though they will not 

be able to determine precifely as to the re- 

fpeftive quantity which every article bears, In 

proportion to each other. Though the Jin- 

timer cur lalijls may pronounce that ingredient 

to exift in a medicine, It is not a reafon, by 

any means, why fuch a medicine fhould be ob¬ 

jected to. For, as I faid before, fince a very 

fmall matter may alter and correct the fuh- 

Ihnate in particular, fo as to make it a fafe 

remedy, when adminiftered even in double 

and treble the quantity, which, other wife and 

without that correflion, might be given. It 

refalts' that no reafonable cenfure can be paf- 

fed 
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fed agalnft a compofitloii, hecaufe It proves 

to contain that fort of ingredient. 

I COULD have wiflied to avoid entering 

into all thefe particulars: but, I was rather 

compelled, by the nature of the fubjed, to 

make thefe previous “obfervations as they en¬ 

able me to convince people that, in general, 

there is in minerals^ beiides their tradability in 

the management, a virtue infinitely greater 

in power, and fuperior in quality, to that 

which is difeovered in vegetables; and I had 

thereby an opportunity to prove that the 

former may be fo prepared as to be taken with 

all the fafety one can wiih for, efpecially when 

they are in judicious hands^ who know how 

to prepare and ufe them. This, therefore, 

will not now, I fuppofe, be denied. But, 

they will objed again another thing; they 

will fay that generally it is quite the rev,erfe, 

and that they are moft commonly fabricated, 

prepared, and adminiftered, by unfkiiled per- 

fons, and taken in medicines the nature and 

compofition of which the patients are totally 

unacquinted with, or ignorant of.—I am 

willing, for one moment, to admit the fad : • 

but, at the fame time, 1 muft declare I am of 

opinion the ©bjedion is not a bit the bet¬ 

ter grounded ; and I will prove it. 

First; 
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First ; with refpe6l to the former part of 

the charge, we have already proved, I believe, 

in the beginning of this pamphlet, that, pro¬ 

vided the medicine Is a good one in itfelf, 

and comes originally from fome able hands, 

or head, from fome of the firft-rate phyfi- 

clans (as there ever were, are now undoubt¬ 

edly, and will always be a few in all coun¬ 

tries and in all ages) It does not fignify a bit 

of a ftraw by whom it is now prepared and 

vended. The adlual proprietor, preparer or 

vender, as you pleafe to call him, has nothing 

to do but to follow Implicitly, ftrldlly and 

flaviflily the receipt he has inherited, or which 

was delivered to him at the time of his pur- 

chafe, and both he and the pub^lic are fafe 

enough.—The public is becaufe he is 

fure of purchafing a good, efficacious and tried 

medicine: and the other is fafe likewlfe, be¬ 

caufe he is fure of meeting with fuccefs and 

encouragement, in proportion as the repeated 

cures, performed by means of the remedy, lay 

every day more and more folld foundations 

for its fame and reputation.—There is this 

very plain, and, however, true obfervation to 

be made on advertifed medicines, viz. That 

all the treafures of Peru beftowed in adver- 

tifements and puffings of a bad medicine, in 

3 
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itfelf bad, ahfoliitely bad, will not avail one 

farthing towards its fale. It muft fall, and it 

WILL fall, in fpite of all the redoubled efforts 

and endeavours of Plutus, and of the God- 

defs of oratory. Therefore, a medicine of long 

ftanding muft, of courfe, be a good one, ipfo 

faElo^ and in fpite of all the clamours of ma¬ 

lice and envy. The ignorance of the craft- 

man can therefore be no argument againft the 

intrinfical merit, virtue and fafety of the re¬ 

medy, as long as he is not the inventor of it. 

And its foie fuccefs is and muft be at any time 

a fare warrant of its precontfed efficacy. 

As for the fecond part of the objedion, con¬ 

cerning the patients being unacquainted with 

the nature and the compofitions of fuch medi¬ 

cines, it is no objedion at all, or, at moft, 

it is a very laughable one: for, who ever is 

the patient who requires his phyfician, or 

apothecary, to give him the receipt of the 

draughts which are brought to him from, the 

fiiops? And, notwithftandlng, it would be 

much more rationable in himfelf, his friends, 

or his attendants, to infift upon fuch an infor¬ 

mation; as many a miftake, and many an 

error have been committed, fometimes through 

the burry, and more often through the igno¬ 

rance 
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ranee of the fervants of thofe (hops, which 
have killed the patients inftead of relieving 

them.—-l^hroiigh hurry^ miftakes have been 
committed, by putting a wrong label round 
the neck of a bottle, and thus ordering a mix¬ 

ture to be taken by draughts, v^^hich fliould 
have been taken by fpoonfuls only, or by 

Ipoonfuls which fhould have been taken by 
drops, &c.——Through ignorance^ innume¬ 
rable miftakes and errors, have been, and 

daily are committed in the (hops by fervants, 
prentices and fliop-inen taking out of a wrong 
pot, or bottle, and fending a rank poifon to 
patients which kill them almofi; fuddenly, with 
the draught in their mouth, before one half 
has had time to get down their throat.—— 
Thefe accidents never did, never can happen 
with the venders of advertifed medicines. 
They know too well the ingredients they 
are to m^ike ufe of, if they even know no 
ether <vhatever in the whole materia medica. 
And thofe they ufe always are the very belt 

of the fort which can poffibly be got for 

money, without any regard to the price; and 
their remedies are compofed with the greateft 
care, the moft fcrupulous attention to the 
formula^^ or prefer!ptions of the inventor. 
Contrary to this, the draughts which are 

compofed 



OUACKS AND THEIR MEDICINES. ^ 49 

compofed in the fhops are too often made of 

old^ Jlale^ and ftlll more often, [purmis^ 

drugs, which are fubftituted for the good and 

genuine ones, either through a fpirit of 

lazinefs, which permits them not to put them- 

felves at the trouble of preparing ^ the right 

fort, or through a fordid fpirit of intereft^ 

becaufe the profits accruing from the falfe aud 

fpurious ingredients are more confiderable. 

Such is their little care for the difference be¬ 

tween the eiiicacloufiiefs of fome, and the 

defecls of the others! 

Therefore it Is now evident that the ad- 

vertifed medicines, when originated from good 

hands, miift be infinitely preferable; lince 

they have all the advantages which compofi- 

■ m.t n mmm m i ^ u \ 0 timtmtimmm \ T I 

^ Can any one of them deny (efpecially thofe of the 
country) that inftead of diftilllng their anafeed, mint, 
pepper-mint, cinnamon, juniper, &c, &c, &c, waters, 
ilicy only take very often a few drops of the efTential 
oil of thofe plants, mix it with a little fugar and reftified 
ipirit of wine, and pour common water upon it, then ufe 
it, where the diflilled water of either is required. Thi^ 
hally preparation never mixing well with the common 
water with which it is made, on account of the hetero¬ 
geneous particles of this lafl and thofe’ of the elTential 
oil, which is found always fwimming on the top of the 
other in little bubbles, it is evident the expefted effect 
cannot be obtained from it. Will they call that cendu^ 
an honeft one ? 

H tious 
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tionscan have, vk. the greateft care and ac¬ 

curacy in the making up, and the choicefl: of 

ingredients which can be obtained from the 

hands of mother Nature, and procured by dint 

of money from whatever part of the globe 

they can be imported, without any referved- 

nefs or difcrctlon on that head. For, the neat- 

nefs and elegance of the look, or exterior ap-' 

pearance, which is generally the prepofleffing 

attendant of fuch medicines, as well as the In¬ 

fallibility of their efficacy,' depend intli’ely on 

the virtue of the Ingredients; and the virtue 

of the ingredients muii undoubtedly depend 

on their perfedllons, which ihews evidently, 

and irreiiftibly, that fpurlous drugs could 

never anfwer thofe compofers’ ends, who mull 

abfolutely depend, for their fuccefs and for¬ 

tune, upon their reputation only and folely. 

But, will lome again hiy, did not ever 
K 

any of the advertifed medicines kill, or hurt, 

thofe who made ufe of them?—To be fure, 

fome have; nay, moreovTr, all mzj\ and 

why not, pray ?—Why fliould they not have 

that privilege in common with thofe of the 

(hops, and as well as all the Reapers of the fo 

imiQ\\ho?&t^?;egular-bred phylicians?—Thefe, 

it is^3Vell known, produce that effcdl, and 

they 



QUACKS AND THEIR MEDICINES. 51 

they make no myftery of it; they offer not to 

deny it, when Improperly applied, iinfaga- 

cioiifiy dofed, untimely uled, ignorantly com- 

pofed. Ail that may, all that does happen 

to the prefcriptions of the faculty. We have 

even already made it, juft now, a matter of 

anfwer to the fecond part of the objedlion ar¬ 

gued againft 5* medicines. Therefore, 

that a patient alHifted with a particular difor*^ 

der fhoiild fend for a medicine prepared for 

another fort of difeafe, and life it againft all 

reafon and the perfuafion of his friends; does 

not this correfpond totally with the miftakes 

of apothecaries’ fervants putting a wrong label 

round the neck of a bottle, and fending to a 

patient wTat has been ordered for another, or 

prefcrlbing to be taken by draughts v^diatftiouid 

only by fpoonfuls, &cr—This was the cafe 

of Dr. Goldsmith taking, againft all fenfe 

and reafon, and the perfuafion of his friends, 

Jameses Powders which were not fit for him. 

What can the vender of the medicine, or its 

preparer, do in fuch a circumftance?—Is it 

his fault?—No, certainly.—And,'therefore, 

I fay that the fecond part of the objeSlon al¬ 

ready mentioned, and already anfwered, Hands 

now ftill more perfectly deftroyed.. For, 

noWy it appears to be evidently quite the re- 

H 2 verfe 
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verfe of that propolidon which fhould be 

propounded, as the following argument will 

evince.—By a medicine being advertifed for 

SUCH or SUCH a particular diforder, and no 

OTHER, _ the pqtient knows then what he 

takes % he Is, positively fure that that me¬ 

dicine is made for that diforder.-—He knows 
V, 

beft whether or not he is afflidled with fiich a 

one: and, if he is, well and good : then, 

he fends for it, and knows wpiat he takes; 

though not, very likely, all the particulars, 

all the exadl mmiitue of the compofition, with 

which indeed he has not, nor ought to care 

much to have, any thing to do.—If, on the 

contrary, he is not affiidted with that dif¬ 

order this medicine is prepared for removing, 

and infills upon taking of It, he is a fool ; 

HE, HIMSELF, Commits the miftake, and if 

the medicine kills him, he has nobody to ac- 

cufe for it but hh own perfon ; he is, to all 

intents and purpofes, felo de fe.—Who then, 

in his fenfes, will dare to attack a medicine, 

and diferedit it, on account of fuch an acci¬ 

dent?—Wine, the- bell of liquors, rum, 

brandy, and other fpirits, have killed many 

uidlviduals in all countries; and no one ever 

tbolight of making it a caufeof his difparage- 

ment 

I 
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ment agahift them.—People may kill them- 

felves with any thing; with the mofl com¬ 

mon and innocent food; even with bread, 

the moft wholefbme of any, if they eat it in 

too great a quantity,' while it is too new, and 

before it is quite cold. Hyppocrates has 

faid, omnh repletio mala\ panis, autem^ pef- 

fima.—^Now, on the contrary, when it is at 

theJIoops the error, the miftake, or the fault, 

is committed; when the preparer miftakes 

Peter for Paul and John for Robert-, when 

he takes one drug for another,and blunders the 

time', the quantity and the dofes, &c. It is 

THEN truly and pofitively, that the poor pa¬ 

tient KNOW'S NOT, INDEED, the nature and 

compoptlon of ^jjhat he takes, nor the fatal con- 

fequences which are to follow the life of it. 

He takes with confidence; his friends, his 

alFiftants adminifter him the mixture, with an 

equal fecurity ; and it is from the deareft 

hand that the unhappy vidiirn receives the 

aweful cup, and takes the fatal draught which 

puts an end to his days^ and throws defolation 

and defpair in a whole family.—“Yc, tender 

■wive^, now difconfolate widows! Dutiful 

children, helplefs orphans? Ye, fond mo¬ 

ll me Ar«L ! 

Who 

jhers, iovlng hufwauds, now, te 
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Who are^ at this time, this we!! coiiiidered, 

who in your opinion, are the common eni- 

poifonners ? Who are the murderers of the 

members of focietvr- Who are the meft of the 
j •. 

ftate ? The advertifers of fafc, fure, tried 

and accurately compofed medicines ? Or, the 

preparers of regular-bred phyficians' prefcrip- 

tipns ?—h leave you to pronounce. And I 

believe that judicious and impartial jury, the 

public, will not want much deliberation to 

bring his verdiB in the caufe before him,' and 

may eafily do it without going out of court. 

The. other crv, ap-ainfi: advertifed medl- 
’ V ^ O 

cines, ^is on account of their containing 

r//rv, or fonie other mineral which the uii' 

learned generality think to bo poifonoiis ingre¬ 

dients. So tliat, now, hardly an advertife- 

inent is feeii in the papers but you meet with 

thefe ridiculous exclamations, No Mercury! 

—No Antimony!—No Minerals! &cn 

Ivh ! in the name of wonder, is there not 

then any other polfoiis in this unlverfe to put 

a cave on but Mercurw Anthnonx)^ and other 
.y ^ ' •x' 

inch Af/NT/w/i?—i\nd, \vhat are then Can- 

tjiarides^ Qpluni^ liernlocJi^ Steely Lead^ Re- 

Scamuionv^ Hellebore^ Coloqnin- jm Gj jaicj., c 
• j 

t iDia 1 
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tldd^ Gam'hoge^ Aloes &c, ,&c, &c? Wha^t 

are in fhort innumerable other forts of animals 

and vegetables which are ufecl in the very ad* 

vertifed medicines which protefi: to life no 

Mercury^ and Antimony^ or in the prepara¬ 

tions c^f the (hops ? Are not thefe downright 

poifons ?—Notwithftanding, this very man 

who afl'erts his fpecific drops^ for the cure of 

a certain difeafe, contain no Mercury^ pofi- 

tivelv ufes in a Restorative Medicine. 

CantharldeSj which are a much gi-eater one, 

fince they attack the urinary paffi^ge, and 

caufe (as we faid before) when given even in 

fmall quantity an inceiiant want of making 

water, which brings at laft fuch a relaxation 

of the parts as to occafion foon a diabetes, or 

involuntary fhedding of the urine.—-On Dr. 

Mead’s affertion Cantkarldes were a cer¬ 

tain cure for the leprofy, I was once tempted 

to make feveral experiments: but they were 

^ Aloes is well known to be tK'e chief ia2;reclient of 
the mofi; humble Scotch Pills: and no lefs known, by 
thole who are acquainted with the virtues and cyaalities of 
the Materia Medica^ for caufing, by its powerful irrita¬ 
tions in the Anus^ the piles, fooner than any thing whicli 
can be mentioned. Befides, thefe pills are made of the 
HepatiCy Barbadoes, or common aloes, which is gene¬ 
rally ••given to horfes, and is very inferior to the 
torine. 

io 
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' fo far from being fuccefsful to my fatisfafllon, 

and anfwer my expectations after fuch a 

man’s word; and, the certainty with which 

I have enabled myfelf to fpeak of that medi¬ 

cine Is now fuch, as to make me almofi: 

wilh Doftor Mead’s paflage were intirely 

crazed from his works. This ingredient, 

I take upon me to fay it, is by no means 

endowed with fuch virtue ; or, if it is, the 

rilk and danger which attend the adminif- 

tering of it are fuch, that they far exceed 

v^hat the laws both of God and man do 

allow, and what an honefi: man can un¬ 

dertake to execute with a fafe confcience.-—« 

I have found, upon trial, that only half a 

drachm of Cantharides is a fufficient quantity 

to Impregnate a whole quart of fpirit of wine, 

water or any liquid, with their powerful qua¬ 

lities :—that a lingle tea-fpoonful of this tinc¬ 

ture, taken three times a day, will occafion 

the relaxation I have mentioned;—and that 

the infufion in water only, with or without 

a fmall addition of fpirit, will aft more power¬ 

fully than what iht Difpenfatory has prefcrlb-- 

ed even with all proof fpirit alone.—There¬ 

fore, I mull conclude, that Cantharides are a 

much more dangerous po'fon than Mercury 

or Antimony.—Indeed, by fuch railings againft 

every 
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every ingredient which is made ufe of, were 

we to exclude, one after another, from the fe- 

veral medical compofitions, all thofe which 

might now and then be exceptioned, we 

would foou find ourfelves reduced to return 

to that time of ignorance, when diforders 

were deemed incurable. 

That vegetables fhould have the fway, 

fhould carry the palm among thofe who are 

unexperienced, unverfed in the comparative 

analyfis, by chymiftry, of the virtues of 

thefe with thofe of the minerals, is not at all 

ftrange, nor to be wondered at. Thefe lively 

produflions of Nature have every thing fore- 

catching in their favour. They are in tfaem- 

felves a wholefome eatable, in general ; the 

firft perhaps too, if we believe Mofes, which 

was given to man before his fall;—they are 

the food of many clean and agreeable ani- 
/ 

mals:—they muft, from the beginning of the 

world, have prepoffefled the mind of man by 

their pleafing profpeft, by their variegated 

enamelling of the fields; and, fince that, they 

have proved of Angularly quick and efficacious 

benefit in curing fome light diforders, and 

efpecially in the fea-fcurvy. Hence, that is 

to fay, from this laft circumftance, fome 

1 have 
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have fancied them endowed with the fame 

efficacy in cafe of - [curvy; while, by 

the very nature of thofe two different forts of 

diforder?, under one fame and erroneous de- 
' 5 

nomination, it is evident they can be but of 

little fervice. 

In the fea-fcurvy^ the diforder, though 

dreadful enough in its confequences wffien qf 

long continuance, is however only local and 

temporary. It is very often confined to the 

mouth where it affefts the gums, the palate 

and the cheeks. Its caufe being the alkaline 

quality of the food on fea, a little matter of 

freffi water and fweet vegetables foon repair 

that irritation caiifed at the orifice of the fa- 

livary du6ls, and deftroy all that acrimony 

of their juices which caufed the pain, fen- 

fibility, and offenfive ejluvi^ of the parts, ef- 

peclally as thofe fame juices are incefl’antly re¬ 

cruited by freffi fupplles fi*om the mafs of the 

blood, which itfelf is not corrupted.-But, 

in the land-[curvy^ the cafe is very different. 

The whole mafs of the blood is affefled, and 

infefted. Its reftoration, therefore, to a pure 

ftate, neither is nor can be the fuddeneffeft of 

the mere introduftion of vegetable juices into 

its 
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its ftream. It is the aftioii of fome more 

powerful agent which, then, is required. 

At the occafion of this, I think I may, 

without being accufed, or fiifpefted, of pre¬ 

judice, animofity, malevolence, or even par¬ 

tiality, ftrengthen this aflertion by the exam¬ 

ple of two vegetable medicines which, though 

in the hands of two rivals and contending 

proprietors, who, one would think, fhould 

have vied with each other in producing the‘ 

beft, the moft numerous, and better authenti¬ 

cated lift of cures, is fo evidentlv deftitute of 

power and efficacy, that one of the two ad- 

vertifers, though backed by very fubftantial 

perfons, funk unfuccefsful, in fight of his 

triumphant, though inferior, adverfaries,under 

the weight of the expences; and the other^ 

now furviving this antagonift’s fall, is ob¬ 

liged, in order to fupport his credit, to be be¬ 

holden to two old and ill-authenticated cures, 

for want of better fuccefs. 1 fay old and ill^ 

authenticated cures, and 1 prove it thus. 

Upon enquiry, I found that in the firft cure 

the medicine had been adminiftered between 

three and four years ago, and the wife herfelf, 

of the patient, declared to me that, during 

the whole time of her hufband ufing the 

1 2 faid 
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fald fyrup^ he was ordered to drink, and did 

effeftiially drink, a decoclion of Jarfaparilla; 

r a drug which, alone, in many cafes of no ob- 

ftinate and Inveterate kinds, will often of it- 

felf perfcft a cure : whence, therefore, there 

remains a very natural and folid ground for a 

rationaf doubt whether to the fyrup or to the 

farfaparilla^ the cure is to be afcrlbed ?—As 

for the other, which is now * advertifing, It 

is fo premature, that it neither is nor ever 

will be a cure: and it Is therefore an Impofi- 

tion upon the candour and the faith of the 

public; fince the patient, far from being re- 

ftored to his health, has been obliged, a long 

while ago, to give up the life of the remedy- 

and now is juft the fame as before he began, 

hardly able to make fhift to work at his anvil 

without much pains.—With fuch barren- 

nefs, or more properly fcantinefs, of cures + is 

it 

This was written in November 1775. 

f If tliey are fcanty of cures in fcorhutk cafes, they 
might perhaps be more plentiful in venereal ones : For, 
they feem to lay a great ftrefs on the prodigious efficacy 
of their medicine in thofe matters. As for my part, I 
fhall not attempt to contradift them on that head, with 
refl^efl to the power or ine-fficacy of that compoiition in 
thofe circumllances, never' having been delirous to 
meddle with that fort of fbameful diforder, nor ambi¬ 
tious to 'render my medicine ferviceable in it. So far 

from 

✓ 

i 
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it poffible to contend for an abfolute and effi¬ 

cacious power in vegetables alone, when there 

is an infeftion of the blood occafioned by fiich 

virulent diforders as the Scurvy^ Leprojy^ Ul¬ 

cers^ Gout^ Rheumatimsj &c, &c ? 

Could fuch vegetables^ indeed, be found 

endowed with the virtues and power requifite 

to perform complete cures of the above dit 

orders, no one certainly would hefitate to 

give them the preference. But, It is uniyer- 

fally allowed that none fuch exift, or as yet, 

at leaf!:, are come to the knowlege of man. 

Till they are, why ffiould we, therefore, ne- 

gle6l bringing to perfeftion a fure and fafe 

management of the minerals ? And, when we 

do employ them, with a happy fuccefs, why 

ffiould we be fo ungrateful as cowardly to 

deny it ?—As for my part, far from being 

propenfe to make ufe of fuch pufillanimous 

praftices, in order to enhance the fale of my 

from it, that I would look upon it as a difcredit to a me¬ 
dicine prepared, inftituted and propofed for other pur- 
pofes, to be thought of embracing alfo in her virtues that 
of curing a diforder which might make a patient 
alhamed of being caught in the uiing of it, for fear of 
being fufpe£led of worfe difeafes than that for which he 
is in reality taking it. 

medicine, 

f { 
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medicine, by muftering up cuftomers on falfe 

and delufive afl'ertlons, and at the expence, of 

courfe, of my veracity, my honour and my 

good name, I have always made it a point, 

when aiked the queftlon, whether or not I 
made ufe of ^ Mercury or Antimony in the 

compolitlon of my medicine, candidly to an- 

fwer in the affirmative, and to own that 

even both thefe Ingredients bad conjointly 

their (bare in it. And, now, I will go ftill 

farther; for, I publicly proteft that, was I 

to be forbidden ever to employ them, or were 

they to be prohibited In this kingdom as once 

(to the everlahing credit fof our antient faga-v 

cioufnefs 

MaPwED ant’s drops, chiefly compofed of mercury; 
Dr. Norris’s drops, antimonial; each of them are al¬ 
lowed to be good medicines. This laff, efpecially, feems 
to be very much like one of Bajil Balentlne^ which he de- 
fcribes in his ’Triumphant Chariot of Antimony, But, let it 
be whatever it will, Do£f or Norris’s is, I mull do it that 
juflice, a very fine, fafe, and pleafant medicine, made 
with fuperlatively redfified fpiritof wine: and, if fuccefs- 
ful, which I doubt not, in fevers, it certainly has, in point 
of fafety, when adminiftered, the advantage of Jameses 
Poiuders^ which are fo often prefcribed by the faculty. 

t The credit of our wifdom and fagacioufnefs would, I 
am afraid, fuffer a little from raniacking old records; 
fince w'^e find that, no farther back than 1428, an a£l of 
parliament was made againft the Hop, forbidding the ufe 
it in malt liquors, as a wicked; and that it never 

was 
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cioufnefs let It be fald) Hops had the honour 

to be, by aft of parliament, I would immedi¬ 

ately giv^e up all praftice, and renounce ever 

compofing my Antiscorbutic Drops.—t— 

For a great while, I have tried vegetables 

alone, and found I could make with them 

but very little progrefs; and, often, a mere 

nothing at all, if the diforder was never fo 

little ftubborn and inveterate. This proved 

to me the truth of Shakespeare’s obfervation 

in Hamlet, that defperate difeafes require 

defperate ^ remedies^ or none at all 

It was not before the laft reformation of 

the London Difpenfatory that the vegetable 

juices were introduced in it for the firft time: 

though they were already recorded, before 

that reformation, in the RdinburgJi s and 

was reintroduced, into the kingdom, before the following 
century, in 1524, which is but four^ lefs than one hundred^ 
years after. Mighty deeds of our forefathers ! Memo¬ 
rable teftimonies, indeed, of their genius ! And how 
many people have we got, even now, v/ho full as weak 
as they, would make us ad! as foolifhly, if their power 
was equal to their will ! 

^ All our beft remedies are defperate^ for all our beft re¬ 
medies are poifons, or compofed, with poifons. And their 
falubrious qualities lie in, and are nothing but, a rati¬ 
onal, judicious, and properly proportioned, introduflion 
of them into our fabric. 

I Bates s 
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—And, In a Difpenfatory printed 

at Nurenberg, Anno 1669, eight 

different prefcriptions of antifcorbutic waters, 

wherein brook-lime, horfe-radifh, water-cref- 

fes, and feveral other ingredients, are men¬ 

tioned, and compofe the chief part.--—-The 

London Difpenfatory gives the following 

prefcription of vegetable juices under the name 

of fucci fcorbutici^ or, fcorbutic juices - 

R. Of the juice of rgarden /curvy^ grafs^ two 

pints: brook4ime and water-creffes^ each one 

pint: Seville oranges., a pint and a quarter.— 

Edinburgh adds to the above, white fu^ar 

and compound horfe radifo-water.-And the 

venders of the vegetable fyrup add again to all 

this dandelion and fait of tartar: which, as 

muff be fiippofed, is what they term*an im¬ 

provement. Whether or not, with any pro^ 

priety, this finall and infignificant addition 

deferves that pompous denomination, the 

public, and able praclitioners, will pronounce. 

A CERTAIN eminent Doctor (though ano¬ 

nymous) who wrote on the Difpenfatory, ob- 

ferves, that the fiigar had by all means 

‘‘ better be omitted, as it occafions a fermeri- 

tation which, when the bottle is full, muff 

‘‘ be prodiidlive of its flying to pieces. Be- 

“ iides, 
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lides, that the fugar being fweet, and glu- 

tlnous by its nature, is apt to clog the 

paflages, and turn four in fomc fto- 

machs. Therefore, that it is preferable to 

let thofe juices ftand In a cool place for 

fome days till the feces have all fubfided, 

“ and then ftrain them gently feveral times, 

till perfectly fine, to be bottled for ufe in 

fmall phials, with a little oil poured on the 

furface as is done with Florence wine.” 

From all this, there may generally be deduc¬ 

ed a fort of conviction that vegetables ^ can be 

but of little fervice in obdurate cafes, when 

* To prevent fugar from turning four on the ftomacli 
you mufl add a proportionable quantity of alkaline fait, 

f Have we not every year in the fpring the vegetable 
juices fold in Newgate, and Covent-Garden, markets, frelh 
drawn every day ? Were they fo efficacious, as they are 
faid to be, we fliould not find among the lower clafs of 
people fo many vidlims of the ravages of the feurvy as 
we meet with, who are true fpedlacles indeed, and objects 
of compaffion. Antient phyficians tried the vegetables^ 
and were obliged to fly to minerals. But by over doling 
of them, and frequently bringing on a falivation, it often 
made them mifearry. They were, then, true wild, un¬ 
tamed, and furious jleeds^ vaflly dangerous to truft to, or 
meddle with: but, now, they may be faid to have at 
laft taken the bit, and received the curb, fo that they 
are as mild, fleady and tractable as the mofl; gentle lady’s 
palfrey. 

K the 
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the dlforder has impregnated the whole mafs 

of the bloody and, in fome mcafure, altered 

its whole compolition and quality. If fo, 

where can there be found a remedy In veiled 

with fuch power as to expel all the hetero¬ 

geneous mixtures introduced in it and reftore 

it to its primary purity ? In minerals, cer¬ 

tainly ; and, no where elfe* Now, to prove 

that minerals, and efpecially the two chief- 

ones againft which the ignorant multitude 

exclaim fo much, are of the greateft and moft 

elfeftual fervice in thefe cafes, let us hear 

w^hat Dr. Quincy fays * of them in fuch 

prefcriptions of his Dlfpenfatory as concern 

the Gout and RJieumatifm, and in which he 

admits Mercury and Antimony,—“ It is by 

thefe/’ fays he, that many Empirics 

have got great fame, when perfons of learn- 

ing and judgment are backward in adven- 

turing on things, where there is any ha- 

“ zard; though thefe by aJhilful hand can 

NEVER DO HARM. They are the balls ©f 

many medicines that are now of great ef- 

teem in the moft obftinate rheumatims, 

&c.”“--In another place, fpeaking of a 

ftrong mercurial preparation, he recommends 

^ Page 407. 
final! 
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fmall dofes of it ev^ery day; and, then, he 

^dds. “ If this method is complied with^ 

inveterate cutaneous poxes, which refift fa- 

livations, and all other means at prefent 

in pra6lice, may be radically cured, as may 

alfo LepraSj habitual fcorbutical erup- 

tions, and almoft all difeafes of the Ikin.”— 

And again, fpeaking of another medicine where 

Jlntmony and Mercury are united, he fays. 

This medicine is highly recorriniended by 

fome, as being of the greateft efficacy in 

fcorbutic and fcrophulous cafes; as alfo in 

all glandular obTtrudtions and many chro- 

nical cafes, out of the reach of common 

medicines: and it is likewife faid to avail 

‘‘ more than any other medicine in cancerous 

humours, and obdurate venereal cafes,”—— 

On the other antimonial preparation, he 

makes again this obfervation. It is a moft 

efficacious deobftruent, and therefore ex- 

tremely ufeful in fcrophulous, obllinate fcor- 

butic, and all fuch cafes as arife from 

glandular obftru6lions.”~In ffiort, at the 

occalion of another preparation of Antimony^ 

he makes this particular and flriking remark : 

Almoft all the foregoing preparations of 

Antimony, how fevere foever alone, may 

be fo managed by the fkilful hand as to 

K 2 “ operate 
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operate little, or not at all, i the primit 

nor be perceived until they are got 

into the fmaller veffels; and then it is 

that MIGHTY THINGS are efe8led\ as the 

“ CURE of the Gout, Pox, Evel, and all 

thofe difeafes which are too much the 

Opprobria Medicorum.”-Thus it is 

this oracle of pharmacy fpeaks in many places, 

and in the moft high terms of the virtues of 

thofe two great medicines (Mercury and An¬ 

timony) either feparate or blended together. 

In Dr. Lewis’s new Difpenfatory we 

find again the following paffage. “ The life 

‘‘of Mercury in medicine feems to have 

“ been little known before the fifteenth cen- 

“ tiiry. The antients looked upon it as a 

“ corrofive poifon, though of itfelf perfectly 

“void of acrimony, tafte and fmell: there 

“ are examples of its having been lodged for 

“ years in cavities both of bones and flefhy 

“ parts, without its having injured or affecl- 

“ ed them. Taken Into the body in its crude 

“ ftate and undivided, it pafles through the 

“ inteftines unchanged and has not been 

“ found to produce any confiderable efieif 

“.combined with mineral a- 
„ i>pii i i ■■ ■ ■ ■ 

^ Page 91. 
“ cids, 
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cids, It has very powerful effects; afford- 

ing the mojl vloleyit poifons and the 

MOST EXCELLENT REMEDIES that we are 

acquainted with.&c, See * 

there, and alfo page 507; and on Antimony, 

page 527 and 534, &c. 

Doctor Huxham In his obfervation on 

Anthnony^ 7^’ exprefles himfelf thus In 

fpeaking of a certain preparation of antimonial 

drink.—‘‘ Now,” fays he, in this liquid 

preparation the reguline part is already 

diffolved, and moft exquifitely attenuated, 

fo that it paffes Into the blood with the 

utmoft facility. It fhould be moreover ob- 

ferved, that, in this form, Antimony may 

‘‘ be given In the moJl agreeable manner^ 

“ without even being perceived^ or ere at mg 

any more diftate than the wine It was made 

on. A thing of fome coiifequence tru- 

ly, when we have to do with fqueamifh 

patients, particularly with children, to whom 

it may be neceflary to give repeated dofes 

* It is true : but, we have faid all along that thefe 
remedies require a llcilful and judicious hand; and we 
have proved that, they were fkllful^ they were judi¬ 
cious j thofe hands which hril prepared the quack medicines 

which contain fome of thefe dangerous ingredients. 

of 
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‘‘ of the medicine, &c.”.and a 

little farther he adds; fhoiild it be Imagined 

that this medicine, being fo fafe and eafy, 

can have no great efficacy as an alterative 

“ and diaphoretic, 1 anfwer, that as it is capa- 

ble In a proper dofe, of irritating the fto- 

mach and inteftines fo ftrongly, it cannot 

be fuppofed^ even in very fmall dofes^ to lie in-^ 

aBive in the Janguineom and lymphatic ar- 

‘‘ terie^; and both feems, and eventually is, 

exceedingly well calculated to fiimulate 

“ and fcour the whole vafcular fyftem. 

‘‘ andfomefuchJlimulus is very often highly 

necejfary in the ultimate ramifications of the 

fanguineous^ ferous^ and lymphatic arteries 

where the motion is exceeding slow, 

and where STAGNATION, and consequent 

‘‘ CORRUPTION OF THE SERUM AND LYMPH 

ARE VERY APT TO GENERATE A PUTRID 

‘‘ coLLUviES . ..By thus univer- 

fally Simulating, therefore, not only the 

greateft but alfo the fmalleft veflels of the 

body, this medicine greatly tends to 

REMOVE all obfiruBions formed^ or formings 

even in minutest canals, and hence 

moft fuccefsfully promotes the natural fecre- 

‘‘ tions and excretions^ in which duly per- 

formed, health itself CONSISTS.- 

as 2 M 
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In ohjlinate rheumatisms then^ in cold 

SCORBUTIC affeBions^ in moji cutaneous 

diseases, in afthmatic, leucophlegmatic, 

and ifteric diforders, in old ftubborn head- 

achs, vertigo, epilepfy, and mania, Anti- 

MoNiALS are very USEFUL, and the vi- 

num antimoniale in particular, &c, &c.’* 

And thus a great many authorities, from the 

greateft Doftors, might be colledted to evince 

the merits of thofe two exqiiiiitely excellent 

minerals. Mercury and Antimony. But, 

it is hoped that, without trefpafTing any 

longer on the patience of our readers, the 

few we have collefted here together will prove 

fully fufficient, to juftify thofe two lately 

difparaged Ingredients of the materia medica^ 

and their employers, from the doubts raifed 

againft their fafety and the malicious afper- 

fions which Dr, Goldsmith’s and Mr. Scaw- 

en’s cafes had unjuftly given an opportunity 

to a certain party to throw againft them, in 

order to prejudice the mind of that part of 

the generality which is unconverfant with 

the virtues or vices of drugs, and the nature 

pf pharmaceutical preparations. 

SECTION 
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SECTION IIL 

Of the scurvy and GOUT, 

j^nd a certain well known Remedy calculated 

for the purpofe of eradicating thofe two 

trcublefome Diforders* 

FTER having thus fought the long 

pendent caiife of Quacks and their Medi¬ 

cines, as well as that of Minerals : after 

having 

^ What have, or may have, been the aftuating prin¬ 
ciples, motives or views which ever animated the pro¬ 
prietors of medicines in general, I will not be fo indi- 
icreet as to make it my bufinefs to enquire into. Too 
well do I know, that the moft favourable opinion is not 
entertained of them, not only by the faculty, but even 
by fome very fenlible, and unprejudiced, people of real 
charafler; and that an avaricious and covetous difpoh- 
tion, accompanied with a perfeft indifference and care- 
leffnefs concerning the individuals of fociety, and whe-^ 
ther thefe fuffer or benefit by their remedies, is but too 
generally laid to their charge. Neither will I take upon 
me to exculpate them from the accufation; although, I 
muff confefs, it appears to me a very abfurd one, and 

of 
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having proved by the moft irrefiftlble argu¬ 
ments, not far fetched, but all taken in and 

from 

of a nature fo inconlifhent with their owm interefiis, that 
it does not feem very credible, or probable, that any perfon" 
whatever could be guilty of it; hnce it mufl carry along 
with it, prima facie^ a total ruin and deftrudlion of the 
very thing itfelf they wifh to promote, and on the fuccefs 
of which they muft build their profpe£l of future prof- 
perity, fortune and happinefs.-—But, be it however 
it will, confcious of my own integrity, and of the 
uprightnefs of my view^s; perfectly refting on the fola^ 
cious confidence that I have only and folely been intent 
on fearching out the true caufe of the complaints for the 
relief of which my medicine is calculated, that I might 
really fucceed in inyeftigating a mode of cure by 
the united efforts of the moft efficacious ingredients 
which the materia medica could afford : it is the reafon 
why I am not afhamed of laying my praftice in general 
before the judicious Public. Now, with ftich free, can¬ 
did and open proceeding, I fhall leave them to judge, 
afterwards, how far I may deferve to ftiare, with fome of 
my brethren, that feverity of cenfure which is gone forth 
againft advertifed remedies. True it is, however, that 
I have the fatisfaffion to be able to declare that mine 
perfonally hast never been called in queftion. To which 
fome arch-critics, will perhaps oppofe, that this may be 
owing more to a want of reputation in the medicine, than 
to a fuperiority in point of merit. But, I have again 
here another fatisfaffion in anfwering, that far from this 
being the cafe, all the news papers, of either of the three 
kingdoms, may evince that, within thefe two years, I 
have always publiflied ten goody and well authenticated^ 
curesy to my moft able and worthy Antagonist, a 

Jingle one,—Notwithftanding all this, the pride I derive 
from the confirmed excellence of my own remedy, never 
will blind me fo much as not to acknowledge that there 
are many very good and valuable ones under the fame 

L denomi- 
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from the very nature of the fubjeft Itfelf, that 

the former are, truly and literally fpeaking, 

ufeful members of fociety; and the latter 

fure, fafe, and powerful remedies, when 

judicioufly prepared, and prudently introdu¬ 

ced into the feveral receffes of our fabric: I 

think I (hall not be deemed unjuftifiable 

if 1 now hazard to fay a word of myfelf and 

my own remedy, the nature of its compoli- 

tion, its effects, and the method I purfue in 

the adminiftration of it. In doing it, how¬ 

ever, I lhall endeavour to be as fhort as pof- 

fible; though, at the fame time, I mull beg 

leave to communicate a few previous reflec¬ 

tions on the Scurvy and Gout, which occur¬ 

red to me in the courfe of my praftice. 

denomination of mine, viz. of Quack ; as alfo there are 
others which, to judge from the words themfelves, and 
context of their own advertlfements, favour but too 
ftrongly, and, I am afraid, too juftly, it muft be allowed, 
the cenfures palled upon them. How to draw the line 
between the two, is what it does not become me to at« 
tempt to give dire£lions for; and, to tell the truth, it is 
alfo a talk which might perhaps be found attended with 
no fmall difficulty in the execution. For, there are in 
the world, learned and ingenious, as well as illiterate 
rogues, who will always be found a match too ftrong for 
the little nibbling critics of empiricifm. 

SCURVY. 
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SCURVY. 

THE diforder of the Scurvy, till vvlthr 

in thefe twenty or thirty years, was, in 

point of cure, but very little better otf than 

the Gout, which, to this day, is generally 

underftood to be incurable, becaufe no one 

knows yet the nature of that diforder.- 

However, we have now the fatisfaftion to 

find that the Scurvy is no longer, of late, 

fo rebellious againft the remedies which have 

been invented to conquer it; and that fuch 

have been difcovered at laft, which have the 

power of extirpating it intirely out of the 

human body.—Why an earlier fuccefs was 

not obtained from the many endeavours 

which were firft made to cure it, I think I 

can afcribe to three very capital errors in 

the procefs of the Faculty, that fo much 

boafted and illuftrious body of wifdom and 

fagacity, that bright morning ftar, whofe 

darting rays inftead of guiding our fteps, 

and direfting the underftanding of their off- 

fprings, have, it feems, like an Ignu-fatms^ 

hurried them, rather, into more crafts, fuper- 

L 2 ftitions. 
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ftitions and blunders, than real and ufe« 

ful difcoveries. 

The FIRST I lliall accufe them of, is their 

recommending Cathartics and Diaphoretics 
the one to purge, the other to fweat, the 

humours out of the body. Be the complaint 

whatever it will, a pimpled eruption, a dry 
0 

fcurf, or a running ulcer, the only reply from 

the FACULTY Is always the fame, viz: Oh I 
purge it out; or fweat it out^ by all means; 

* Witnefs the human Ikull formerly (and perhaps even 
now) ufed in the compolition of the cinnabar-pills or pow¬ 
ders for the epllepfy and convullion-fits, againfb which 
Dr. Fuller, in his Pharmacopceia extemporanea^ printed 
in London, 1714, pa-ge'372, exclaims highly, and very 
juftly, in the following terms, immediately after the 
Recipe^—‘Tins prefcriptP fays he, is in compliance with 

the ciijlom of praPlice ; huty fir my own party I declare I 
abominate it: Fory I take maFs Jkull to he a mere dry bonCy 
void of virtuey or any manner of effediy hut a fo a nafiy 

mortijiedy putrid carionijh piece of our own fpecies . . , . , 
&c.” This is undoubtedly a moil curious piece of 

mountebankifm and charlat'anneryy if ever there was any ; and 
more worthy of the ultramontane fuperftitious enthuiiafts, 
than of a people difengaged from tlie raonkifli prejudices 
of old tim.es : and fliould we, quacks or empiricks (what- 
ever.bc the appellation by which we may be deligned) be 
guilty of fuch, or fimilar, praftices and luperilitious ab- 
furdities, we fliould never hear the end of it. Was I 
however, to colleft all thofe the regular-bred phyficians 
and apotheraries, are guilty of, I doubt not but I could 
make a pamphlet of a tolerable fize, filled with an amaz^ 
ing variety, indeed, of the higheft rate nonfenfe. 

the 
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the more out the better^ and fo on: and that 

they do, till, at laft, the poor patient Is fo 

weakened, that he has hardly any humour all, 

good or bad, nor juices left in his body to 

throw out any longer. Then, when this Is 

the cafe, the general conclufion is, that he Is 

a great deal better, or, quite well. But, he 

no fooner begins to feed again as ufual, than 

the diforder returns, and keeps in its increafe 

the fame pace with the recovery of the much 

exhaiifted patient’s ftrength. Then, another 

fcheme, as expedient and as well concerted 

as the preceding, is again thought of: and, 

having failed of fuccefs by the laft at¬ 

tempt, like Dr. Last, they think if the ene¬ 

my w^ould not go out at one door, why .... 

Jure they muft open the othet\ To this ef¬ 

fect, the poor patfent is ferved with a medi¬ 

cine to vomit, and fometimes (Oh! dread¬ 

ful to relate) to operate all-fours at once; that 

is to fay, they purge, they vomit, they fweat 

and they urine him all together.-Could 

one Imagine our learned mafters, thofe forts 

and hands of Gods, fhould be guilty of fuch 

abfurditles ? Abfurdities and violences which 

fhake to Its very foundation the human fa¬ 

bric !-What would we think of that man 

whoj giving himfelf for an adept in arts 

and 
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and machineries, and being intrufted with a 

curious and valuable piece of mechanifm to 

repair, (hould follow fuch fteps, and begin 

to fhake, ftrain and tear it before our eyes 

with that fame violence ? Sure, we never 

would fuffer him to go on with it, but take 

it again out of the hands of fuch a bluftering 

fellow.—And, now, is not our body a finer 

piece of mechanifm, and a much more delicate 

one, than any which ever was produced by 

man ? How is it, then, that we are fo little 

fenfible of the great abfurdity of ufing it with 

lefs caution, care and tendernefs, than we 

would out of Cox’s Museum?—To thofe 

unmerciful purgers, fweaters, and other fuch 

like patrons of promoted fecretions, that is 

to fay, fecretions increafed beyond the com¬ 

mon and cufiomary pitch obferved by Na¬ 

ture 1 would propofe only this queftion. 

—What 

^ No one 1 fuppofe will have the fimplicity to believe 
(though fome artful ignorant pra£l:itioners might perhaps 
be found w’ho fay it) that purgatives are endowed wdth 
any fuch particular virtue as will throw out by ilool, 
fweatings and other emun£lories, the bad humours only 
out of the body, and not the good ones. To fancy fo, 
would be laughable indeed. Neither muft I be under- 
ftood to mean, that no medicine mull ever be given, 
which has the power of fweating, vomiting, &c. For, 

I theie 
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...— What proportion do the humours bear 

to the whole mafs of the blood ? To cut 

fhort, we fhall fuppofe it to be a twentieth. 

Now,' would any one think it very eligible 

to purge, fweat or otherwife excrete nine¬ 

teen good, for the benefit of getting rid 

of ONE bad, parts think not.— 

Befides; what advantage would they obtain 

by that ? And, if on twenty pounds of fluid, 

one of humours is to be defalcated: fhould 

you evapoi*ate the whole together to one 

fcruple^ would you not always find in that 

fcruple flill one grain of humours ?—I will 

fay no more, nor lay greater ffrefs on that 

fubjeft, but leave every one to judge for 

there are, -undoubtedly, cafes in -wliich it is required. I 
blame that procefs, therefore, only when it is applied to 
the diforders of the blood, fuch as the Scurvy^ the Gout, 
the Rheumatifmy pimpled Faces, Eruptions, dry and moijl 
Scurfs, &c, &c, and adminiftered with the abfurd intent 
of carrying thefe noxious humours out of it. It is then, 
I fay, the purging, fweating, &c, is wrong, and con¬ 
trary to ail reafon and experience. Purging and vomit¬ 
ing can only relieve obftruftions, and foulnefs in 
the fir ft palTages, the ftomach, the bowels, &c, and a£l 
as a rough brufh in a pipe or a funnel to fcour them,— 
Purging and fweating are, by a great deal, too much the 
praSice of hofpitals: whence comes that thefe have been 
under the neceflity of turning out their patients as incu¬ 
rable, and, many times, worfe of the diforder, and in a 
weaker ftate of their body, than when they went in. 

V 

himfelf, 
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himfelf, according to his own private fenfe, 

of the rationabllity of fuch proceedings. 

The second error, I find the faculty 

have been guilty of falling Into, Is that of 

ufing ointments, in order to cure the fcorbutic 

eruptions, ulcers, and other outward teftimo- 

nles of that diforder lodging in a fubjedt. 

To be fnre, when thofe complaints firft made 

their appearance among us, as they were at¬ 
tended with heat, inflammation and irrita¬ 

tion, it was natural enough, fome will fay 

perhaps, to think of applying thereto fome 

outward remedies, efpecially as they afcribed 

to fuch ointments, as were made of certain 

particular cooling herbs, a much greater power 

than they really were- invefted with. But, 

they were then, and fo ftill are undoubtedly 

now, thofe who continue fuch a praftice, moft 

egregloufly miftaking and wrong in every 

refpeft. For, firft of all, they did not con* 

Elder how little, at any time, of the virtues of 

any herb, an onftuous preparation can take 

and retain. Beiides, the bafis of thofe oint¬ 

ments being hog’s lard, this, by greafing 

the affected parts, ftops up the pores, and, 

thereby, ruins the good intention of Nature, 

by oppoling her throwing out the corrupted 

humours^ 
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humours, which obftru£llon can be, in the 

en<3, but productive of a repulfioii of them 

into the ftreani, ahdthiis Kafien, and compleat, 

the total corruption of the whole mafs.—For, 

fo it is ordered and managed by Dame Na¬ 

ture, with refpeCb to our bodies, as well as 

it is with plants f, that there muft be a per- 

^ Though the faculty arfe very fenhble of tile dange¬ 
rous confequences which attend repelling remedies; yet 
they ftill give purges under the notion of carrying the 
humours out of the body. This pradlice, in my opi¬ 
nion^ is the fame if they applied drying and healing 
bintments to the part afflidled ; and I fee no fort of dif¬ 
ference in the procefs. For, molt certainly, by carrying 
oif the caufes of fermentation, which produced the ulcer, 
and a fuppuration at the mouth of it, which was a real dif- 
charge of the bad humours out of the blood, the evacua¬ 
tion muft ceafe, for want of the adtive principles which 
promoted it; and, therefore, the noxious putridity muft 
float ao-ain and mingle itfelf a new with the ftream, and 
^0^.0 ^ y 

increafe its corruption. Purges, in fuch a cafe, draw 
the humours back. And, pray, whete is the diffe¬ 
rence between pulling a man into a ditch by ftanding 
behind him, or pufliing him into it, by ftanding before ? 
I fee none. 

f It is a well known obfervation in botany, among 
the anatomifts of that clafs, that all plants whatever, 
from the ligneous to tlie herbaceous, have a ramification 
of defcending vefiels, by means of which they imbibe in¬ 
wardly the dew which falls upon them in the night, or 
the moft fubtile and fpirituous parts of the day-fhowers, 
from the top of their branches and extremities of their 
leaves downwards to their roots ; in the fame manner as 
they draw upwards, by means of their roots^ and the in- 

M terior 
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petiial, and inceflant, free flowing of liquors to 

and fro through the pores of our (kins, which 

circulation 

tcrior channels of their branches and flalks, the fap 
which ferves to their growth.—It is proved, likewife, 
that plants breathe and Iweat; if, by this lafi; word, we 
are admitted to underftand to throw out, by means 
of emun£tories, certain excretions, and redundant, 
humours contained in the veffels of a living body. 
Thofe emun£lories exifl in plants : and thefe throw off, at 
their mouths, which are open in innumerable quantities, 
on the exterior part of the ikin or bark, either along the 
ftalk or branches, or even on the furface of the leaves, a 
matter, feldom perceivable to the naked eye, but which, 
if mixed with duft or dirt, and not wadied down, by 
natural rain or artificial waterings, wull prove in a fhort 
time the deftru£lion of the plant.—Such is the reafon 
why fo many plants, fuch as Myrtles^ Geraniums^ &c, 
and other flirubs, which people are fo fond of keeping in 
apartments, feldom live to fee another year’s fummer, 
and, at beft, always look iickly. The corpufcles of 
duft or dirt, which fly about in the cleaneft apartments, 
and wdiich the very cleaning of thofe which are kept in 
the beft order will occalion, fettle on the leaves, ftalks 
and barks of thofe arbufcles, and there, fixed and retained 
by the imperceptible drops of their fweat or glutinous 
matter, thrown out by the aforefaid emumftories, foon 
ftop up their pores and prevent that neceffary purification 
of the plants. Thofe other mouths, which ferve to 
breathe in the dampnefs of a free circulating air, bring¬ 
ing in, likewife, nothing but atoms of a dry fubtilized 
and hungry matter, which adheres to the fides of thofe 
fmall channels, intended to carry downw^ards the moift 
particles fwimming in an open air, fuck up on the con¬ 
trary the little moifture they may be already provided 
with, and foon choak them up alfo. Thus the circulation 
being ftopped, and the plant fupplied with an excefiive 
and furabundant quantity of water, which moft people 

I have 
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circulation is no fooner flopped or glued up, 

as Is the effe£l of ointments, but fevers, dim- 

nefs, 

have the bad habit of keeping perpetually in pans under 
the pot, the root foon rots, becaufe, deprived of its pro¬ 
per and ufual evacuations, through the cmun£i:ories, the 
draught is neceffarily flopped, and it can no longer fip 
any thing: therefore the water of the pans, inflead of waft¬ 
ing away by the confummation and feeding of the plant, 
flagnates and putrifies; and the plant, after having wither¬ 
ed a great while, dies at lafl.—Another contrary expe¬ 
riment will ferve to corroborate die truth of the above 
alTertlon. If in a clean part of a garden, where the 

^dampnefs of the air prevents any duft from flying about, 
you keep a plant and water the head, fo that the leaves, 
tender branches, and ftalk only fhould be moiflened every 
day, but not the root, you will find it will thrive very 
nearly as much as if it was watered at the root, provided 
however, you let it enjoy a free, open, and circulating 
air, without which all trials will be of no fervice, and 
all plants whatever will always be found pining after, 
and draw themfelves as thin as a thread, and, at lafl, to 
death. 

With another experiment, we may convince our- 
felvcs, flill more forcibly, of the neceffity of keeping the 
pores of our fkin as free and open as poflible, and difi' 
engaged from any ointment and glutinous matter (fuch 

rougCy and other dangerous ingredients) which 
may depofit into thofe fmall channels any atom likely to 
flop them, without a poflibility of removing the obflruc- 
tion afterwards.—Caterpillars, from the largefl; to the 
fmallefl: fize, are fo conflru<£led that, along' each 6f 
their fides, there is in every one of the rings which form 
their body a little Ipeck vifible to the’naked eye : thsit 
little fpeck is the orifice, or mouth, of'a final! channel 
which communicates to their inteflinesi If, therefore, 
youpafs a light feather, diptinto oil, along their lidcs, over 

M 2 thofe 
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nefs, violent head-aches, &c, eniue, and of¬ 

ten worfe confequences ftiii happen. And, in¬ 

deed, it requires not any uncommon (hare of 

nnderftanding to conceive that it is pofitively 

barring up the very doors'which fliould be kept 

open for the enemy to come out at, while 

Tou or Nature^ or perhaps both together, are, 

with united efforts, endeavouring to work 

out of the blood the heterogeneous particles 

thofe fmall fpecks, or holes, fo that thefe fhould be alj 
covered with a thin coat of oil, the animal will fall into 
convnlfions, and expire, immediately,—From the va¬ 
rious experiments, and obfervations, mentioned in this 
and the precedent note, I wilh our fair partners would 
take hint that, without recurring to the Eaft, or South, 
without the ufe of Seraglio’s waflies, Sultanas’ paints, and 
pomatums, &:c, the mere attention to walh and bathe 
themfelves often is the beft and molf efficacious way to 
preferve their health; and, if fo, the fureft to preferve; 
nay to increafe, the brilliancy of their fkin and power 
of their charms. I could enter into greater particulars, anc| 
fliew the neceffity of certain other ablutions, the want^ 
Or negledl, of which is the foie caufe of the d'ulnefs, or 
^eadnefs of the complexion of fome of them, for which 
they erroneoully recur to art and pomatums, which de^ 
flroys iptirely the foundation of their natural beauty; 
while, by other means, of the limpleft kind, that clean-f 
Jinefs would produce the defiiable effedl. ' I ffiall, there¬ 
fore, lay no more on a fubjedt which may now be fuf- 
ficiently underftood by the- intelligent; and to'' which 
dt is my wifh, for the interelf I take in the .real merit of 
my fair country-women, in point of beauty, they fhould 
pay a due regard in future^ * ' • 

which 
1 
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which are producing in it the fermentation 

of thofe poifonous ingredients which are the 

firft caufe of the diforder.—-Therefore, I 

conclude that an ointment ^ muft be confi- 

dered, at heft, as a check to the evacuation 

of Nature, and her purging herfelf, through 

her own du6ls and emunftories. 
• ^ * 

The third material error, I accnfe the Fa- 

CULTY of, and which they having in common 

with the public, the latter muft have fucked 

from them^ or they have had the weaknefs to 

adopt from it^ is their recommending fo ftrong- 

ly the ufe of vegetables, fuch, for inftance, as 

brooklime, water-creffes, fcurvy-grafs, &c, 

&c, and all on no other foundation but their 

happening to have been found indeed of real 

fervice in the cafe of tht fea^fcurvy,—They 

do not conftder that thefe two diforders, 
f 

One reafon, I fuppofe, why ointments have been 
■pfed repeatedly in thefe cafes, has been from their fuccefs 
in curing the itch^ before the caufe of that difagreeablc 
diforder was known to be owing to animal cut {or 
infedls) which nothing but external application will de- 
ilroy, and againft which internal remedies avail nothing. 
’—In bad legs, ulcers, &c, there is a neceffity of nhng 
an ointment, to keep the flocking, or linen, from eat¬ 
ing in. But thefe, being of no other ufe, cannot be de^ 
pended on, as tliey will not deflroy the caufe. 

though 
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though of fimllar chriftenlng, are as diftinft, 

dliferent, and oppofite in their nature, fpecies 

and charafters, as the very caufes and prin¬ 

ciples themfelves which give them rife.-^At 

fea, for example, the fcurvy is brought on 

a fobjeft by long voyages, clofe confinement, 

and fait provifions, wl^ich will produce a putrid 

alkaline ftate of the body. Now, in no cafe 

whatever Hyppocrates’s aphortjm (difeafes 

are cured by contraries) is, or can be per¬ 

haps, more perfpicuoufly elucidated. For, 

alter all the circumftances aforefaid, fea to 

land, fait provifions to frefti, clofe confine¬ 

ment to liberty, ftinking cribs to fweet and 

Well aired rooms, fmothered air to that of free 

and openly circulating, with the addition of 

plenty of greens and frefh water, and you 

will foon find the fiate of the man altered 

alfo. But, is there any thing more natural 

to be expcfted than when the caufe is no 

more, which produced a certain effeft, that 

effecl fhould ceafe like wife ? Or, fiiblata caufd 

toUitur effeBus would never have been one of 

the leading maxims of philofophy. And it 

is too true and fundamental a one that, in 
E ' • 

any diforder whatever, the moft fidlful phyfi- 

cianaims at nothing fo much as inveftigatlng 

the caufe whence it fprings, that he may de- 

ftroy 
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ftroy or remdve it; fare as he is, and good 

fenfe miift make him, that the prefeiit effect 

before him miift unavoidably ceafe: which, 

in the eye of the public, and in the judg¬ 

ment of his patient, will be termed and deem¬ 

ed a cure, and one indeed will be if fuch a 

thing can be wrought by human Ikill. 

Now, In the cafe of the land-fcurvy^ which 

I call by that name In compliance only to 

common prejudice and general notion, and in 

order to be underfiood, the fymptoms are as 

different as the fource whence it originates. 

For, the caufe of the feurvy at land, as well 

as I can conjedlure from experience, (and that 

experience I have gathered In attending fuch 

a number of patients of that clafs, as efpecl- 

ally my Difpenfary for the poor has, from the 

year 1773? in which I eflablifhed it, given me 

an opportunity of having pafs through my 

hands') feems to me to be nothing but the 

effedt of frights, forfeits, and other accidents, 

the fudden, fortuitous and unexpedled event 

of which turns ihftantaneoufly all our blood. 

Sometimes too, it is owing to, and may be 

the natural confequence of, an irrational indul¬ 

gence of our pleafures and appetites, efpecially 

in the eating and drinking way ; by means of 

which 
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.which thofe copious, oppofite and unwhole- 

fome foods fermenting in our ftomach, without 

being affifted by due exerclfe, produce an uni« 

verfalfloth, which enervates our bodies tofuch 

a degree that the juices which fhould ferve td 

the nutrition of its parts fdoii ftagnate, and, 

like ftinking pools, turn into poifon.—-So that, 

though the firfl; fyrriptoms are difeovered m 

the out-parts, neverthelefs it is then clear the 

caufe originates always from the receivers of 

the ftomach, infected by a corrupted flime, 

from long and accumulated iridigeftionk 

However, that patient Is not uncommon, 

nor difficult to be found, who, not confider» 

ing all thefe too true, though liilfregarded 

and unattended to, clrciimftances, wall burft out 

into an exclamation, that he never had any 

thing: which broke out before in his life, &cd’ 

or fome fort of fuch fpeech ftmilar to this.* 

as if we could expeft to go through life with-' 

out any manner of rnoleftation, grievance of 

accident whatever, either of mind or body ? 

And fliould we even meet but with pains of 

the mind, there are but few, I fuppofe, to be 

found v/ho are not acquainted wdth the dire 

effefts they will often have on the body, and 

how 

i* 
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tew much this will find itfelf affefted by 

them ! 

Di sou DEES of this kind are not formed all 

at once; they take time: time, therefore, 

muft be employed in the removing of them. 

And I wifii this might be underftood as a 

precept, and confidered as an univerfal regu¬ 

lator to go and abide by, as a fafe one and 

none fafer : never to attempt to cure In a 

hurry a difeafe which is grown to a head hy 

jlow progrefs,--Neither do I think, even, 

that a hidden change from a bad (I mean an 

exceffive and irregular) diet or way of liv- 

^ I am fo flrongly perfuaded, from many obfervations 
and remarks I have had an opportunity to make, that 
moft part of our diforders arife from a weaknefs of our 
flemach, (which is, and unavoidably mufi: be, produc¬ 
tive of, or attended with, a necelTary inability of digeft- 
ing many of our aliments) that I have that circumftance 
particularly in my eye, when I am compoling, or pre¬ 
paring, my medicine : wherefore, my chief tendency, 
in fomeof the ingredients I make ufe of, is to ftrengtheri 
the organs of the ftomach.—I have alfo, with refpe61; to 
diet, (whenever I am confulted on that fubje6l) made it 
my conftant and general rule always to recommend pa¬ 
tients to pay a very particular attention to what food 
jTgrees bell with their ftomach, and what does not; then, 
to adopt the lirll, and reje£l entirely the lall. For, that 
only is healthful, and will be found to nouridi, which 
agrees bell with our conllitution, and which we digelt 
with eafe, without cauling rilings, naufeas, wind, &c. 

ing, 
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ing, Into a perfectly good and regular one, is 

recommendable. A gradual alteration, In the 

mode of life which may have produced the 

evil, affifted with proper remedies, will al¬ 

ways be found to cure with certainty, and re- 

eftablifh a good conftitution ; when another 

method of proceeding would be rafli, and 

might kill pofitively* 

GOUT. 

GOUT, a well known diforder by its 

dreadful effects, is notwithftanding acknow¬ 

ledged to be uninveftigated yet, as for its caufe, 

or rather, its nature. However, this muff be 

underftood no farther than that nothing cer¬ 

tain yet, and demonftrated to pellucid evidence, 

can be faid to have been difcovered concerning 

it. For, pretty rational conje6tures may be, 

and have Indeed been really, formed, which, 

although they cannot be confidered as amount¬ 

ing altogether to mathematical demonftration, 

help however fo well to account for the ra¬ 

vages it produces in the human frame, that, 

with their affiftance, fuch precepts may be 

given, fuch prefcriptions laid down, as, when 

obferved, will infallibly prove falutary enough 

4 to 
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to afford relief; and, if purfued and adhered to 

with fedatenefs and perfeverance, might, 1 

think, produce In time a perfeft cure alfo. 

As for my part, without being willing to 

prefume on my own abilities on the fubjeft, 

nor to affume the airs of an inveftigator of 

thofe fecret caufes which proved the ftumb- 

ling-block of fo many others before me, I 

will only humbly declare, that, as well as I can 

judge from long pradlice and experience, the 

Gout appears to me to take its fource from 

one and the fame principle with what is vul¬ 

garly called the Land-scurvy, viz. intem¬ 

perance in appetites, accumulated indigeftions, 

floth and want of exercife. The difference, 

therefore, lies In the effeffs only refulting 

from this limllltude of principles. Is that 

effect a coarfe, heavy, ffimy humour which 

paffes into the blood ? The fcurvy then, at¬ 

tended with all its ufual and dreadful appen¬ 

dages, that is to fay ulcers, dry and moift 

fcurfs, eruptions, pimples, &c, is the conr 

fequence. Is it, on the contrary, a fermen¬ 

tation, in the firft refervoirs of the ftomach ? 

(A fermentation we all know very well, is 

always attended with a volatilization of the 

mofi: fubtile particles of the piitrlfied matter.) 

N % TheNj 
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Tpien, it is thofe volatilized particles, of that 

four, fermented, undigefled food, which pafs 

into the blood, and produce thofe ravages fo 

well known under the name of the Gout, If 

therefore, you continue to afk me now-w^hat 

I think the Gout is: I anfwer I firmly be- 

lieve it is a fubtile^ volatile^ cor¬ 

roding fpirit^ raifed from the fermentation of 

fundry, multifarious, incoherent, incompati¬ 

ble foods, corrupted to fournefs and putrefac¬ 

tion, in thefirft refervoirs of the ftomach, before 

that diffolution, or, which is the fame, re¬ 

gular and perfeft digeftion, could take place^ 

—And this, I believe, will not be found 

eithcir contradiftory to, or even difcordant 

with, the excruciating pains it caufes in the 

affedled parts, nor with the fwellings and in¬ 

flammations by which thofe pains are acccom- 

panied.—To be more pungent ftill, in my de- 

fcription, I will compare the Gout again to 

the bite of a viper. In this cafe, no one will of¬ 

fer to deny that this moft imperceptible drop of 

liquor, depofited by the animal into the wound, 

muft be a moft fubtile fpirit, fince it rufhes 

into the blood, and diffufes itfelf all over it 

with fuch an amazing fwiftnefs and celerity 

that in a few hours, nay in a few minutes, 

the whole body is in convulfion.—But it is a 
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poifon, will you fay ? I admit of it, and I 

add that fo is the Gout alfo a poifon, a true 

poifon, and a moft fubtile one. The bite of a 

mad dog, infomuch as it infufes a fort of 

poifon which is longer lurking about inter¬ 

nally before it breaks out into any fymptoms, 

fublides again for a while, then returns into 

fre(h fits, &c, by a continual fucceffion of 

yages and peaceable moments, might perhaps 

claim here the preference in point of compa- 

rifon over that of the viper: but, neverthe- 

leis, the depolited matter, which produces the 

madnefs, is as well as the other, that of the 

viper, a volatile fpirii; like again a certain 

other which taints the blood after impure afts 

of venery, and they are all comparable toge¬ 

ther in point of volatility. The only diffe¬ 

rence is, that the one (the Gout) we breed 

ourfelves inwardly; we receive all the others, 

above-mentioned, from outward accidental 

caufes. 
I 

The Gout, in faft, is a nervous diforder 
which puts on more fhapes and forms than 

we have been aware of; fince we have mif- 

taken it often for Hyftericks, Hypocondriac af¬ 

fections, Cholics, Rheumatifms, and other low- 

nefs of fpirits, all diforders which are nothing 

indeed 



FREE THOUGHTS ok 94 

indeed but the very Gout itfelf. And Ifliouldbe 

tempted to make a very odd comparifon of it. 

For, as the Ananas (vulgarly known under 

the name of Pine-JIpple) is conlidered as com 

tainiog the tafte and flavour of many different 

fruits, fo a great many diforders of the body 

are, under different appellations, to be found 

ill the Gout, Thus, when it is in the fto-^ 

mach, it frequently caufes fuch a weaknefs 

and ficknefs ^ that fcarce any thing will agree 

with it: and, by corroding the nerves of that 

part, there refults, fpafms, or numbnefs, on 
the face, as it were a paralytic ftroke. Then 

the patient will be uncommonly crofs and 

peeviih.—If in the bowels, it will produce 

pains, grlpings, and continual going to ftool, 

—If in the hands or feet, frequent cramps and 

burning, with a fixed pain, till they fwell, is 

the confequence.—^In fliort, fuch is the nature ' 

of the Gout, that often a gentle purge will 

It has been the common and general opinion of the 
Faculty, that this licknefs was a fore-runner of the 
Gout. But, I am of opinion, that it is the very Gout 

itfelf; nor fhall we lind much difficulty in being cer¬ 
tain of it, when we refle£l on the amazing celerity with 
which any thing of acrimonious nature, externally ap¬ 
plied, penetrates to the utmoft receffes of our fabric. 
Whence we muft be fenfible that a poifonous matter in 
the fiomach muft be more volatile ftill, as it is encoura¬ 
ged by the conftant heat of that part. 

throw 
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throw the weight of the humour on the lower 

extremities; which trick, the Regulars be¬ 

ing well acquainted with, they never fall, 

when they fee that humour flying about the 

body and unfettled, to make life of; and, to 

give themfelves an air of confeqiience, they 

affefl to tell their patients that they cannot 

expedt to be well without the Gout, and it 

is the only means of being relieved from that 
univerfal pain under which they labour. The 

name of Gout having nothing frightful, and 

examples of people of all ages who have had it, 

and kept It a great while, being abundant, the 
patient wiflies he may have it: then the 

phyfician, fays he can give it him, if he 

chufes, to which the patient agreesthe 

purge is adminiftered, and the firfl: fit of the 

Gout is felt. Such is the prccefs of what is 

generally known under the name of giving a 

perfon the Gout* But, had not that perfon 

been unluckily fiirniflied with the materials, 

all the art of his phyfician could not have 

given it him. 

En pajfanf^ It will not be improper to take 

notice here that, contrary to a certain old pre¬ 

judice, which I do not fuppofe my autho¬ 

rity will be fufficient to remove, the Gout 
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IS not confined, as many imagine, to one 

particular clafs of people, viz. the great, the 

learned, the fedentary, and the wealthy : but, 

that the poor are more often afflidled with It, 

than is imagined. Which obfervatlon con¬ 

vinces us of this remarkable truth, that no 

age, nor condition, or rank whatever, is, or can 

be, exempt from the difeafes Incumbent to the 

human fpecles. And that childhood and old 
age, the two extremities of life, are, from the 

natural ftate of infirmity which attends them, 

more liable to them than the middle, in which 

what we fuffer is more owing to our own 

irregularities than any thing elfe. 

There Is another grand caufe of the Gout, 

and Scurvy which I would not forget to 

mention, and which is our victuals turning 

four * upon our ftomach; an accident which 

is 

* I do not know of any thing which breeds the leprofy 
fo faft as this acid ftate of the llomach : in which cafe, I 
frequently preferibe alkalies with fuccefs.—And now, 
fpeaking of this happy, and uninterrupted, fuccefs I al¬ 
ways met with, in recommending contraries, to corteft 
the bad ftate of the ftornach, in weak conftitutions, I 
muft not forget to feize this opportunity of making a 
reflection which, if duly attended to, will prove of infi¬ 
nite fervice and utility to a great many ; wherefore, I will 
communicate it here both to my readers and my patients. 

—It 
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Is notified to ns, by that acid matter which is 

fonie- 

»--It is proved, that nothing, but a proper proportion of 
'alkalies arid actds^ can form, what is called, a good and 
jlrong conftitntion. That wherever one of thefe two 
qualities is predominant in a body, this is what we un- 
derftand by a zveak and delicate conftitution ; becau'fe there 
will be fome fort of aliments which, difagreelng,#ith the 
Ifomach of that perfon, will not digeh, and, therefore, 
will hurt it; and that llomach will be faid to be poor and 
weak. But, in fuch a cafe, was that perfon only to en¬ 
quire into the nature of that fort of aliment he Ends dif- 
agreeing with him, and whether it be of an alkaline^ or of 
an acidy quality, he would foon find that this difagreeing 
is owing to nothing but his conffitutiori happening to be 
precifely of the fame quality with that fort of food v/hich 
mofi; difagrees with him : therefore, that, as that fort 
of quality is already predominant in him, that is to fay 
out of due proportion with the other, that aliment in- 
creafes fiiiil more that predominancy, and cannot, of 
COurfc,Tut abfoluteiy difagree with his fcomach. Whence 
he mufi; conclude that, by ufing other forts of aliments, 
of the oppolite quality, and confequently contrary to 
that which is predominant in his conftitution, they cer¬ 
tainly would agree perfeftly vrell, and never caufe him 
^riy painbecaufe, in the diffolution they are to undergo 
by digeftion, they would furnifh that fort of quality 
which is mofi deficient in his confiitution, and thereby 
corinterpoife the predominancy of the other. And thus it 
is that, by a proper and watchful attention to the efferils 
we perceive that our aliments produce in us, we might 
fave ourfelves a great many diforders to which, for want 
of it, we become a prey. For, this is the real, and only, 
reafon w'-hy we find ibme people who fit all be fond of le¬ 
mons, oranges, currants, goofberies, vinegar, verjus, 
punch, lemonade, &:c, &c ; wdiile others will dread no¬ 
thing fo much. The former are evidently of a predominant 
alkaline^ and the latter of a predominant acid^ conftitu-. 

O tion. 
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fometiines thrown up, and which fets our 

teeth 

tion.—Therefore, we mull then not leave this fnbje^f,. 
without making again this other moft prudent and ra¬ 
tional refledtion. Firft, That people mould be more 
cautious in recommendinp" certain diets, or remedies, to 
others, on that foie ground, that they themfelves have 
received great benefit from them * and without being 
previoufly acquainted with their natural quality, and 
that of their own confiitution ; for, they may very well 
fail with others, although they have fucceeded wfith them; 
and that by the foie reafon of the difference of conftitu- 
tion. In the fecond place, and by the fame parity of 
argument, we muff not, therefore, wmnder fo much, as we 
are apt to do, at the little, or no, benefit we derive fome- 
times from prefcriptions, of the medical or diet kind, 
we receive from our friends, to whom, notwdthffanding, 
we know it for certain thefe have done good, in a cafe 
fimilar to ours; nor blame, at other times, thofe fame 
friends, and impeadi their good intention, for having re¬ 
commended a thing to us, as of fervice and beneficial in 
that particular caie, while wx ourfelves receive none at 
all, nav, even a real hurt fometimes, inftead of the good 
we eApeffed ; becaufe it is inconteftable that the diffe¬ 
rence of conffitution is the foie, and only, caufe of that 
failure of the prefcription w^ithus.—Therefore, now, 
with a candour in which I glory the more, as it is Jefs cx- 
pedled from a man of rny profeffion, I will further de¬ 
clare that the above rcafons are the fame wdiy fbrne of the 
advertifed medicines, though really good in themfelves, 
and abfolutely capable of effeffing a cure in the Cafes for 
which they are calculated, are fometimes, however, found 
to fail of fuccefs with certain people, W’ho, in trying of 
amother medicine of the fame ftamp, and prepared for the 
fame purpofe by another'advertifer, will happily be cur¬ 
ed. The lailure of the firft, confidered in its true light, 
is no more a detriment to its merit and character, than 
the fuccefs of tlie fccond is a proof of its fuperiority, in 

point 
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teeth on edge ; or, again, by the fmell of rot¬ 

ten 

point of efficacy, over the iirf!:. The wliole ought to be 
charged only to the account of the conftitution of the pa¬ 
tient who has taken them, and to nothing elfe. The 
compolition of the firf!: medicine had, vrith refpeff to the 
conftitution of the patient who tiled it, a predominancy 
of the very quality which happened to be the predomi¬ 
nant one aifo of his conftitution : therefore, it could not 
agree ; therefore, it could not effecbuate a cure in that 
patient. The other medicine happened to be as much 
predominant the other way, and agreed better of courfe, 
with the patient’s conftitution, and procured of courfe 
the deftred cure. For, it is an undoubted truth, though, 
I fear, little attended to by the Faculty, that, to pro¬ 
duce a cure, a medicine ought to be as much adapted to 
the nature of the conftitution of the patient to whom it is 
adminiftered, as the aliments ought to be adapted to the 
nourifliment thereof. Whence it refuits, and mufi: appear 
evident, that there can be no difcredit in a medicine for 
miffing fometimes the effiefl intended by the preparer, and 
expected by the patient : as there can be no ground of fu- 
periority to be derived from, or to rejoice at, thefuccefs 
of another on the fame patient, thougli it is too often the 
cafe with, I am forty to fay it, fome of tliofe preparers 
when that opportunity comes in their way ; which be¬ 
trays in thole of that ftamp, whoever they be, as great 
an ignorance of the principles on which they are working, 
as a bad and corrupted heart, dcftitute of geiierofity and 
foiled with thofe fordid motives of felftflmefs and intereft 
with which the generality of the advertii'ers are reproach¬ 
ed. And, a further proof of my affiertion is, that the 
fame reciprocity of advertifements have often been feen 
from two rival, and antagonift, proprietors producing 
as^ainft each other acknowledQ:ments ot gratitude addreffed 
to them for beneftts received by the medicine of the one, 
after having unfuccefsfuliy ufed that of the other.—But, 
will ibme fay, does not this declaration prove precifely the 

O 2 obje£lioti 
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tea egg?, and the filnk’mj of our breath, 0W7 

ing 

objeftlon pf the danger which is faid to attend the ufe of 
fuch powerful medicines ? Does it not plainly juftify the 

cry railed againll them ? Since all conflitntions, by your 
own confeffion, are not alike, and (ince the variety can¬ 
not be introduced in a medicine prepared in large quan¬ 
tities at a time for the ufe of thoufands} To which I an¬ 
swer in the negative ; and fay, no ; it juftifies nothing of 
the ufual exclamations raifed againfl thofe medicines ; and 
that fcr three reafons^ vi% : The nrft is; becaufe the chief 
and principal care of the compofers, or’preparers, of thole 
medicines always is to neutralize, as much as poffible, the 
acid^ oV alkaline^ qualities of the ingredients which enter 
into the compoiition of their medicines, by blending them 
y/ith a due porportion of their contraries or corredfors, fq 
as to leave them no fuch fufficient ferength, fqrce, power 
or virtue, as would enable them tp do the mifehief which 
olherwife miuht refult from an ufe of them in their crude 

' y- ' 0_^ ^ ^ , 

flate.—The fecond reafon is, becaufe, in the bill of di- 
redtions which never fail beins; delivered alon^ with thofe 
medicineiS, a proper caution and charge are always given, 
and fcrongly inliihed upon, to begin the ufe of the medi¬ 
cine, firft wdth fuch a particular quantity (and that quan¬ 
tity, it is to be pbferved by the bye, is always the fmallefb 
poffible, and fuch a one indeed as would hardly make any 
impreffion on the ftomach of a lark) then to increafe the 
dofc gradually, according to the fcaieof quantities given, 
to fuch a particular and fpecihed pitch, and no far¬ 

ther, (hould it even agree, never fo well, beyond it * 
and that if, at any of the preferibed dofes, the patient 
Ihould find that tlie medicine does not auree wfith his fro- 
mach, to retrograde back again to that particular dofe 
which he did find to agree befi ; then make a frefli at¬ 
tempt to rife as far as the highefi; dole preferibed, if polli- 
ble ; if not, to return and keep to the lower one, if 
none higher can dp: \yhich very diredfions, when duly at¬ 
tended and adhered to, fit, as we mav fee, thofe forts of me- 
■■■•I ' dicinea 
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ing to an alkaline ftate of our food in the firil 

refervoirs. 
i- 

It is the reafon why acids, and^ lemons ^ 

in particular, are faid to be hurtful to perfons 

afflided with the Gout, and thefe are cau¬ 

tioned agalnft them.—But there is a method^ 

pf ufing them, which 1 would recommend^ 

and, if qbferved, would blunt their mallgnanl: 

qffeft. About the quantity of a fcruple of 
fait of tartar, or, of wormwood added to 

half an ounce of the juice fqueezed out of a 

dicines to almojl all forts of conftitutions,—But the third, 
and a very fcrong, reafon why my precedent candid decla¬ 
ration does not, either authorize, orjuftify, the clamouri? 
raifed againfb the pretended danger attending the ufe of 
advcrtifed powerful medicines, is again that a proper re¬ 
gimen of life, and rules of diet are prefcribed to the pa¬ 
tients in general; the intent and ufe of which are to hnilli 
in each patient the counter-balancing of the predominant 
.quality which may happen to exifl in the compolition of 
the medicine : fo that, by a regular, firidt, and llaviili ad¬ 
herence to the prefcriptions, of the preparers of thofe ad- 
vertifed medicines, thefe, as we have already faid it, will 
fuit almofl: every ConfiiitutiQn, and it is evident no one 
can poflibly be hurt, if even fo much, as a few, may be 

found, in the crowd, who received not the benefit intended 
by, and expedled from, them,.But, I have faid, 
and expatiated enough already upon this fubjedt: there¬ 
fore, I will quit it fqr this time, and verhum non amplius 
addam, ' 
i 

So flrong is the acid of lemons,, that a knife ufed 
to cut them is very foon eaten in holes. 

lemon. 
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lemon, and mixed with a wine-glafs, or 

more, of water, is fufficient to deftroy its 

acidity, as in the faline draught. But, too 

free an ufe of the alkaline fait fliould not be 

however, encouraged; left, from one extreme, 

we ftiould run into,another, and, from an acid 

ftate, we fall into an alkaline; which would 

be as bad, as it is this laft which generally pro¬ 

duces the malignant fevers. Therefore, in every 

thing, moderation and rules muft be ftridlly ad¬ 

hered to; and, the Latin faying ne quid nimis be 

pur incefiant guide, in all our aftions. 

T U E REMEDY. 

OF all the diforders, to which the human 

frame is liable, none are, none can be incura¬ 

ble; though, many mayexiftnow, which have 

never yet been cured to this day.—This earth 

we inhabit, of which we make a part, carries, ' 

both on its furface and in its bowels, every 

antidote requiftte againft the accidents which 

can diforder the animal (Economy. From the 

iurface, we obtain the vegetable ; from the 

bowels, the mineral and metallic, fubitaiices. 
/ 

Our body, fupported in its fundllons by 

nothing but a perfe£l equilibrium of afcend- 

ing and defcciidlng powers, cannot incef- 

fantlv, 
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fantly, as it does, exercife tbofe powers without 

fuffering, at the fame time, an inceflant, a ne- 

ceffary, an unavoidable wafte of them. That 

wafte is manifeftedtous by a fenfation,to which 

we have given the name of hunger. It is that 

fenfation which prompts us to introduce into 

our machine fuch materials as may contain, ac¬ 

cording to the conftitution, and fabric, of each 

fpecies, the proper particles to fupply the de¬ 

ficiency occafioned by the wafte. Hence food, 

its neceffity, and the natural tendency of every 

animal to imbibe it. 

The feeming fagacity each individual dif- 

covers, in the choice of the materials which fult 

beft its conftitution and conformation, might, 

I doubt not, be here decorated, by fome fort 

of writers, with the high character, and beau¬ 

tiful names, of direflion, inftru6llon, infpi- 

ratlon, or, wifdom, &c, ftamped in the animal 

by Nature. I call it nothing, but a neceifary 

confeqnence of the principles of its conftitu- 

rlon. I fay more : I fay it is merely the ef¬ 

fect of that irrefiftible tendency, which divided 

homogeneous particles have, of uniting toge¬ 

ther. So, that there muft exift an homo¬ 

geneity, between the parts which conftitute 

the fheep, and the grafs of the fields: and, in¬ 

verted! y. 
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vertedly, there muft exift alfo a perfefl; hetero» 

geneity, between that fame animal and the 

roafted, or raw, flefh df an ox, or that of a 

turbot; fihce, greedy rfter the one, he lances 

towards it, and thrives updn it; while, averfe 
to eithef of the other fort of food, his repug¬ 

nance to it IS fo hrong, that you might fee him 

wafte abfoliitely to death, fhould you put^ 

before him, nothing elfe for his fupport. 

The cKymical diflblution of that food, inf 

the pocket of the flomach, and which \ve" 

know by the name of digefiion, produces ^ 
refoliition of it into its diftin£l, feparate, pri- 

inordial, and originally conftituent, parts r 

whence, the fubtile ones, which are homo¬ 

geneous with the fabric of the animal, pafs' 

into it, as fupplies and recruits, to repair the 

wafte occafioned by the friGion refulting. front 

the exerclfe of its powers; and the coarfe^^ 

ufelefs, component parts, which ferved only 

to the configuration of the food, are thrown^ 

out, as excrements. 

The continual, and uninterrupted, exertioif 

of thofe oeconomical fuiiGions, or aGions of 

the pov/ers, inceffantly wafting, and as in- 

ceffantly 
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ceffantly recruiting, in an organical body, is 

what is iinderftood by the word life. 

From this fucceffidn of obfervations, ive 

feem naturally led to admit of a conviSion, 

viz. that the leaft erratum in the quality, or 

quantity, of the new and frefh particles re¬ 

introduced into the human frame, for fupply- 

ing the deficiency of the wafted ones, mufi: 

unavoidably be produftive of the greateft irre¬ 

gularity, and difcordanee, in the movements, 

funftlons, and operations of the machine; 

which difcordanee, if not timely redlified, 

muft abfolutely make it fly to pieces, and de- 
} 

ftroy It intirely.-Now, improper aliments 

always produce that erratum^ the fruit of 

which is that very difcordanee in the opera¬ 

tions of the engines of our fabric; or, in 

plainer terms, the difeafes, and diforders, to 

the rack of which, WE, in preference to all 

the reft of animals, feem more doomed to, 

and incumbered with, than any other what¬ 

ever. ^ 

The comparative view of the natural, 

fteady and perfevering healthinefs of brutes^ 

with the variable ftate, and ailingnefs, of man^ 

Teems to bring in the curious and very inte- 

P refting 
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reftlng qiieflion, whether the prefent mode 

of living of this laft animal is natural ta 

him or not; and whether It is not much 

more likely, that be has prodigloufly de- 

viated from the real food afcribed to his 

conftitiition, that is to fay, that fort of 

food which w^as homogeneous to the prl- 

mordial compofing parts of his I” But, 

it is too learned a fubjeft, to be confined to the 

room we could allow It here for dlfculGon ; 

and too important, to be lightly touched upon. 

Therefore, as, to do it juftice. It would take 

a great deal more time than, at prefent, wq can 

conveniently beftow upon it, I will content 

myfelf, for the moment, with only hinting 

that any artificial preparation of daily food, 

Wrought by any other hand than thofe of 

Nature is, necefiarily muft be, not only re-= 

piignant, but alfo detrimental, to the balls 

of the conftitiition of any animal, and, by 

no means, can be homogeneous to it. To 

thofe preparations, only and folely, may we, 

MUST we, therefore, aferibe with juftice, and 

to no nothing elfe, the true and direft caufe 

of thofe innumerable difeafes which we find 

to be the unfortunate lot of our fpecies: be- 

caufe thofe preparations being tbemfelves com- 

pofed of incompatible particles, and, befides, 

I quite 

\ 
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quite heterogeneous to our conftitution, it 

refults that their dlflblution in our ftomach 

muft Introduce, in the whole context of our 

fabric, fuch juices as, being total ft rangers to 

its conftruftlon, cannot help caiifiiig tenfions, 

contraflions, relaxations, diftraftions, irrita¬ 

tions, fermentations, in ihort, combiiftions of 

all kinds, according to the different qualities 

inherent in them ; qualities totally oppofite, 

and contrary, to the difpofitions of the organs 

through which they are conveyed. 

This being fo, Is it a wonder, now, that 

we fliould be liable to fo many difeafes as 

we are ?—No,—As for my part, I think it is 

a much greater fubjecl of wonder, indeed, we 

are not all born rickety, crooked, cripple, 

rotten, &c ; nay, that there Is ftill left any of 

the human fpecies at all on earth.—This fally 

will perhaps make fome people ftart; but it 

will not caufe any fiich effeft on thofe who 

are acquainted with the great difference there 

is between the longevity and fize of man at 

this prefent time, and that of this fame animal 

in former ages.. 

To return to our objecl: being once well 

convinced, both by reflection and experience, 

P 2 that 
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that all our habitual difeafes are owing to no-? 

thing but a bad ftate of our blood, occafioned 

by the unwholeforaenefs of our food, which 

introduces, among our juices, a quantity of 

ftrange and foreign particles, which mix them- 

felves among them, and caufe all thofe ra¬ 

vages by which w^e find ourfelves fo cruelly 

tormented ; I thought that the only rational 

and poffible means of curing them could un¬ 

doubtedly not be by any outward application ; 

and that it was much more concordant with 

fenfe and reafon to introduce after them, by 

the fame door, fome ingredients endowed 

with the power and virtue of coping with 

the fiirfl: principles of the dlforder, to diflodge 

them, and reftore the blood and humours to 

their primary ftate and purity, by furnifhing 

them with thofe original particles which con- 

ftltuted their former equilibrium, before they 

were overwhelmed by thofe of the dlforder. 

x^LL thefe refources exift in minerals. Mi¬ 

nerals alone contain thofe oowers which can 

increafe or decreafe the velocity of the circula- 
J 

tion of the blood; thin, clarify and cleanfe it; ex¬ 

pel the heterogeneous inimical particles floating 

in it, and reintroduce thofe which mav have 

been deftroyed, loft, or, overcome by them, and 

which 



QUACKS AND THEIR MEDICINES. 109 

which are requilite and neceflaiy to give it its 

proper confiftence. 

If you infill upon thofe minerals being 

poifons, and alk why I give not the preference 

to vegetables * ? I will anfwer, that I have 

two very great reafons for it: the fir It, that 

vegetables, fuch as might produce the defired 

efFeft, would be themfelves as great poifons 

as the minerals; becaufe thev mull draw their 

virtues from particles of thefe llrewed all 

about the bowels of the earth which they fuck 

up according to their nature, fpecies and dif- 

pofitions. The fecond reafon is, that there is, 

between minerals and vegetables, the fame 

difference as between the impetuous fiery 

horfe and the peaceable dull mule. The firft 

of which, if you are a good horfe-man, or 

driver, will, by one fingle leap, timely ap¬ 

plied, extricate you from the moll imminent 

danger, when on the brink of a well, or in 

the middle of a confufed helter-lkelter of car¬ 

riages, at the breaking up of an opera, a ball, 

^ Vegetable food, fuch as greens and fallads, &c, 
difagree very often with fcorbutic and gouty patients, more 
than any other food : becaufe they fill them with wind 
iind UNDIGEST ABLE matter. 

or 

I 
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or a review, &c, while, whether driven or 

carried by the other, you could not but un¬ 

doubtedly peri fh, and be cruihedto atoms, by 

the relentnefs of his motions. 

Therefore, I maintain, from the com- 

parifon, that you may tame, conquer, ma¬ 

nage, dlrecl and regulate, at pleafure, the 

operations of minerals, and obtain thereby 

what effe£l you pleafe from them, while, 

with refpeft to vegetables you find your- 

felf reduced to the neceffity of yielding to 

their flow progrefs, and tedious operation, to 

follow them in their dull motions, and, after 

a long patience, to be ftill at the point where 

you were at beginning; becaufe the diforder 

bred poifons fafler, than the remedy could in¬ 

troduce antidotes againft them, and got the 

head of it. This accident can never happen 

with minerals, whofe powers, brought down 

at firft even lower than the weakeft vegeta¬ 

ble, you may, by degrees, increafe to what 

pitch you like, till you get the better of the 

Iqueftion whether Doctor Hill’s vegetable prepa¬ 
ration of the water dock ever performed a hngle cure. He 
never advertifed any ; yet, of his other noftrnms he did. 
The Doftor was an ingenious man, certainly, but the 
greateft of all Quacks, 

principles 
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principles of the diforder, overcome them, 

and expel them, at laft, intirely fro m the 

body. 

And this happy dejtderafum 1 hope I am 

in pofleffion of by the remedy which is in my 

hands. A remedy which I neither am, nor 

even wifh to be thought, the firft inventor of. 

No; I candidly confefs I purchafed it from 

one who, no more than I, invented it; but 

who himfelf had it from one of the moft in¬ 

genious and fkilful adept in the art of chy- 

miftry. By the wonderful cures this remedy 

had performed, when in the hands of its firft 

inventor, and in thofe of his fucceffor, I 

foon was convinced of its real merit and effi¬ 

cacy. But, when I became the only pro¬ 

prietor of it, I was willing to put it to the 

greateft trial, by opening a larger field of ope¬ 

rations, whence, in a twelve-month, I could 

draw as much experience as, without it, I 

might not expeft perhaps in twice twelve 

years.—For that purpofe I opened in 1773, 

a Dispensary for the Poor affiiSled with 

either the Gout, Scurvy, Rheumatism, 

d^c, and gave repeatedly public notice I 

would adminifter them that fort of remedy 

Gratis. My plan fucceeded to the full of 

my 



my expeftatlons; and, by the vaft numbeif 

of patients who flocked to me from all fides^ 

I was foon able to judge, from the immenfe 

variety of cafes, how far my remedy could 

be relied upon, where it cured, where it only 

foothened and afforded a mere relief, and 

where it mifled totally. Thofe obfervatlons, 

clofely followed, carefully taken down, and 

attentively compared together, joined with a 

moft afliduous, and unremltted, ftudy of the 

degrees of powers and virtues vefted in the 

various drugs, and ingredients, w^hich compofe 

the materia me die a ^ hugly and comblnedly 

examined, foon enabled me to difeover where 

the fufceptlbility lay of the remedy admit¬ 

ting any Improvement. I followed wdth fteadi- 

nefs and perfeverance that track which feemed 

there laying open to purfue ; and, fince, have 

had no reafon to be dlfpleafed with the happy 

fuccefs of my labours. Happily, they proved 

not vain, and amply repaid me for my pains, 

by the degree of perfedlioii to which I was fo 

lucky to bring iny medicine, which I have 

now the confidence and boldnefs to aflert to 

be certainly furpaffed by none at this prefent 

time extant, if ever equalled by any. And, 

in faying this, I hope I (hall not be fuppof- 

ed topiiblifli a mere puff, void of foundation; 
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as I can refer the public, for a proof of my 

aflb*tIon, to the vaft number of perfons who 

have pofitively been cured by means of my 

EEMEDY, and to thofe who are acquainting 

me daily, from every part of England, with 

the furprifing, and unexpecled, benefit they 

have received from it, in the moft defperate 

and inveterate cafes, 
c 

However, I have already faid it many 

times, and I will never ceafe to repeat it 

again, I pretend not to work miracles, nor 

to reftore youth to an old decrepit man worn 

out by difeafes and decayed by age; but only^ 

by means of my medicines, to work interi- 

ourly, and give new life and fpiiit to the 

relented circulation of the blood, clear and 

remove obftruftions, and ftrengthen the body. 

Then this, in proportion as it recovers its 

wonted vigour, becomes more able to bear 

any accident which may happen; and, to 

that circumilance alone, I afcribe fo many cures 

as I have had the happinefs to perform, fome 

of which were of difeafes fo inveterate as to 

threaten even a confumption in the fubjcft. 

But, this power was not to ba obtained 

from one or two ingredients alone. Some 

Q operate 
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operate one effect only, others another, and 

and others another again. The merit lay 

then in the art of uniting their feveral diftinft 

powers; to modify, or affift, the one by the 

other; and to make all work in concert in 

the body.--And this I have done by unit¬ 

ing, after fingle trials, the moft proper in 

one foie compofition. This union produced 

what 1 had been in fearch of for fuch a long 

while, an excellent medicine, in which I have 

not declined admitting the Mercury of a 

Van SwiETEN, or a Boerhaave, the An¬ 

timony ^ of a Huxham and a Valentine, 

the Hemlock of a Stork, nor the acids, 

bitters and alkaline vegetables joined with fteel 

preparations, fo far as to corredl and blend 

the whole together, that one (hould not be 

too powerful for another, but correct and 

mitigate each other. Thus, I am not afham- 

ed of confeffing it, my Medicine is un¬ 

doubtedly compofed of poifons t • btit, they 

are 

To join the powers of Mercury and Antimony in pills, 
or powders, is very eafy: but, to unite them in a liquid, 
without lohng any part of their efficacy, is a procefs ex¬ 
tremely difficult, and which has given me much trouble 
before I could obtain fo defirable an accomplifhment. • 

f I doubt not but to certain unthinking and unrefledl- 
ing people, it will feem a very llrange afi'erdon in me to 

fay. 
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are fo tamed, or correfted, as to make them 

fubfervient to the greatefi: end, vl% : man’s 

health ; fince, as Hippocrates fays, difor- 

ders are to be cured by contraries. 

♦ 

As I have, therefore, fo openly flood forth 

as an advocate for the moft flandered minerals^ 

it is not reafonable to expedl I (hoiild be afraid 

to own I make life of them. Was I to do 

it, it would undoubtedly be in me the greatefi: 

piece of ingratitude towards them; fince I 

have fo often experienced their mighty power, 

to my credit and the great benefit of my nu¬ 

merous patients. 

Could I have found the fame advantage In 

vegetables alone, I fhould have been very 

ready to do them the fame juflice. But, 

upon fair trial and experience, they have 

proved too weak Indeed, 'and inlufficlent. 

And^ it will appear perhaps a very flrange 

fay, that there is nothing in Nature but which, if ufecl 
or carried beyond certain bounds, muft and will de¬ 
generate, from a fupporter, into a deftroyer, of health ; 
and, thereby, be ftridtly deemed a poifon, iincc it puts an 
end to our life. Bread, wine, water, tea, coffee, or¬ 
geat, &c, any cxercife, any pleafure, or any pain, joy, 
or fear, &c, every thing, in fhort, you can name is a 
poifon, 

Q 2 paradox 

i 
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paradox to the public, (though we have al¬ 

ready obferved it before) to declare that, 

medicines capable of doing the mo ft good, 

generally are, and feldom can be any thing 

elfe, but rank poifons. 

^ I HAVE not, how^ever, the prefumption to 

fay that the difeafes, againft which my Me¬ 

dicine is prepared, are eafily removed, cur¬ 

ed or eradicated; or, that 1 can give relief in 

all cafes, ages, &c, as If I meant to give 

people to iinderftand that all mankind were 

fools before me.'-As I pretend not to work 

by magick, I only declare my thoughts on 

each diforcler, and then give my mode of 

treating it: and, though I have had the 

fatisfacllon to operate fuch great cures, even 

in the Gout, I am notwithftanding con¬ 

vinced this laft diforder will, whilft this 

world exifts, ever be a fcourge to mankind, 

in fpite of all the united efforts of Empiricks 

and Regulars.-——With reafon, affifted by 

experience, we may, perhaps, become better 

able to afeertain the caufe of that dreadful 

diforder, and give relief: but, to difeover a 

medicine fuch as to be capable of preventing 

either the Scurvy or the Gout, is the 

height of abfurdity; fince it is demonftrated 

that 
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that we breed them both inwardly, by our in¬ 

temperance and extravagant mode of niitri- 

tiou;, efpecially when we additionally commit 

any irregularity in it. To expect, or at¬ 

tempt it, would be then trying for a contra- 

diftion in Nature. Ridiculous! As well 

would it be aiming at compofing an antidote 

againfl: the general decay of humanity, and 

ev^en death. 

When a man complains of a malady, we 

may fometirne, I will even fay, very often 

remove the prefent caufe. But, if the patient 

is an old man, we leave him fo ftill, for we 

cannot bring the years of his life ten degrees 

back, or, in plain terms, we cannot recall 

youth.—-What then, will you fay, are 

we to hope from your Medicine ?-Here 

it is.-My conftant objedl has been to fol- 

- low Nature and affift her In her ftruggles, 

not to foreftep her. Thus, inftead of mak¬ 

ing life of thofe misjudged methods which 

tend rather to weaken the human body, my 

foie endeavours are to ftrenthen it: and fuch 

therefore, I anfwer, are the effefls of, and 

what you are to hope ^ and expect from^ 77ty 

medicine. It is an antidote againft the foul 

humours 

I 
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liiimours of the blood ; and, in Its procefsj 

it acts by the moft gentle methods which can 

be Imagined^ It is elegant to the eyes, and^ 

in general, not iinpleafant to the tafte. It 

requires no confinement, only moderation In 

diet; and, when affifted by due and reafon- 

able exercife, It moft furprifingly reftores the 

tone of the ftomach, and, thereby, promotes 

digeftion. It ftrengtheiis the nerves, and 

opens the obftrucbions in the moft minute 

paffages; which, therefore, may very well in-» 

title it to th6 rank of one of the moft power¬ 

ful and efficacious deobftruents which ever was 

invented, 

I AM convinced that I fhould have much 

more refpeft paid me, when a patient comes 

with a complaint, did I make the parade of 

ordering him to take a phyfick to purge him 

firft; then, give him an ointment to rub the 

part outwardly, &c, &c, iiiftead of telling 

him plainly, and without emphafis, take thefe 

Drops only.--As fimple as my method 

feems to be, it is no lefs fure of giving relief: 

and the moft difficult talk I meet with is only 

the preventing people from being in a hurry 

In taking the bottles, but to go by, and ad¬ 

here 

f 
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here ftridlly to, the direftions given in the bill, 

which always accompanies them. 

Before I was myfelf convinced of all this, 

and could bring this Medicine to its prefent 

improved ftate, it is undoubtedly true I com¬ 

mitted many errors, which nothing lefs than 

my Dispensary could inftruft me in, and 

point me out, the method of rectifying, by 

the many opportunities I had of feeing fuch 

a variety of cafe. But now, fuch is the pre¬ 

fent ftate of that Medicine, that I am really 

tempted to think it is come to the higheft pitch 

of perfection it is fufceptible of; and that it 

is capable, indeed, of anfweriiig the greateft 

expeftations. 

As for counterfeiting it, it will not bear it, 

without a viftble alteration in the effects, or 

being attended with very bad and dangerous 

confequences: an accident which, with mine, 

that is to fay, with that prepared by myfelf, 

I have both the boldnefs and fatisfaction to 

affirm never happened, nor can poffibly hap¬ 

pen, provided the bill of direBion be faithfully 

adhered to. And, on the contrary, the effi¬ 

cacy is even fuch that a Angle large bottle has 

often 
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often proved quite fiifficlent to make a trial and 

be able to judge of the merits of it, in cafes 

of Rheimatifms Gout^ Leprofy^ Scurvy^ Ul¬ 

cers, Nervous Complaints,'&CQ. An obferva-^ 

tion which I am fo much the more authorized 

to make, and to take advantage of, as I am 

' convinced none ever took it, but after having 

tried before all the refources which the art and 

Ikill of the faculty could invent, and there¬ 

fore after Nature had been put to the rack to 

exert all her powers, and was quite exhaufted. 

As I never negledl to acquaint the public 

with tht dates of the feveral cures, and (when¬ 

ever I can learn it) the number of boltles each 

took to be compleated, it is eafy to be fatisfied 

of the truth of my aflertion, however afto- 

iiiftiing as it may appear to the reader; a fur- 

prize which cannot be greater, at any rate, 

than that of the patients themfelves who have 

hitherto experienced them, and my own. 

Yet my natural candour does not permit me 

to deny that all are not fo happy as to meet 

with the fame deiired fuccefs. It is true 

^ As I conlider the rheumatifm, except that ariling ac¬ 
cidentally fron"^ catching a cold, to be in a great meafurc 
owing to the fame caufes as the gout, it is the reafon why 
I fay but little on that diforder in particular. 

that 
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that fome % have taken the Drops a great 

many months before they were radically cur¬ 

ed ; though, from a ftate of decay and impo¬ 

tency, they were, in a few weeks, able to 

get their bread.-And again, in the Gout 

and Rheumatism a great deal can be fald 

in behalf of thefe Drops, and, I believe, 

equal at leaft to any pretender t yet, as in Mr. 

Kelly^s cafe, fonie may have a relapfe ; but no 

fooner do they apply to the Medicine again, 

but they find inftant relief 

In the Gout I could apply niany an ano¬ 

dyne, liniment f, vegetable oil, &c, &c. But, I 

am 

II- i I ■-! I ..I I .t.. . --.1 ■ -I 

^ See their cafes at the end of this work. 

f There is no cUforder, perhaps, which requires a 

greater care, and a more judicious treatment, than the 
Gout ; and none to which fo little attention is paid. 
The general notion, which people have fo ftrongly im¬ 
bibed, that the Gout is incurable, has, by the coun¬ 
tenance it has received from the writings of many of the 
moft celebrated and able phyiicians, raifed fuch a flrong 
pejudice in the minds of the generality, that they are 
totally deaf to all reafoning, loft to all hope, and fo 
Urongiy perfuaded that no relief can be expefled from 
art, and the whole mull be left to the work of nature 
alone, that Patience and Flannel is become quite 
proverbial among the Arthriticks. In confequence 
of which, it is amazing to fee what pains the patients 
take to increafe the inflammation, by wrapping up their 

R feet 
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am fo fenfible that thefe outward applications, 

far from being able to deftroy the caufe, might 

much 

feet in wool, tlien drinking Madeira wines, and other 
hot, or fpicy, draughts, under the falfe and erroneous 
notion of keeping the Gout from their ftomach. So 
that, when the feet and ancles are fwelled to fuch a 
pitch, that it caufes, in fome meafure, another addi¬ 
tional diforder, and that, by the acutenefs of the pains 
then felt by the patient, his life is become a burthen, 
and death lofms: its hideous face would feem more ac- 
ceptable ; if,, to footh the pain, you come and propofc 
him an ointment, or a liniment, to be applied outwardly 
on the afliicled part and eafe it, your offer is received, 
if not quite with contempt^ at leaft with terror, as if 
you meant to poifon him. Notwithftanding, and though 
{as it appears plainly enough by what I have faid, page 
8'5 of this pamphlet) I am no friend myfelf to ointments, 
I cannot help declaring, that under fuch predicaments, 
and in circumfiances of this kind, it is wife and prudent 
to ufefuch as will eafe the pains, remove the obflruflions, 
and diffolve thofe thick depofits of the diforder, which turn 
into chalky concretions ; fliould even the effefl be to re- 
pell that matter into the flream of the blood. And the rea- 
fon I give is this. Whatever may be taken interiorly, 
for the cure of the Gout, is flow in its progrefs; and, when 
it comes round to the part afhidled it has not the power 
to reflore fluidity to thofe concretions already petrified ; 
and, by thofe concretions, a patient may remain lame 
all his life afterwards. Therefore, if the ointment is 
afiifled by fuch interior medicines, as are capable to 
cope with the principles of the diforders, and expel them 
from the mafs of the blood, there is inconteffably no fort 
of bad confequence to be feared from an outward appli¬ 
cation of that kind wliich compofes the patient, gives him 
inflantaneous eafe, and procures him refl; fmee, when 
the diforder dies back, it is immediately encountered by 

another powerful enemy (the medicine) which prevents 

the 
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much more likely make me run a great rlfk 
of repelling the poifonoiis matter to a more 

noble part, that nothing, except the moft 

excruciating pains, can ever Induce me to 

comply with the requed, when it is defired 
from me, 

A Sarsaparilla drink, with an addition 
of fennel feeds, I often recommend, indeed, as 
an affiftant; but very different I order it from 

the faculty in general, with whofe praclice of 

boiling this drug and the bark decoction fo long, 

I totally difagree : becaufe, it is obvious that 

the freeft particles always evaporate iirfl:, by 

the further havocks and mifehiefs, which undoubtedly 
might enfue from the repullion. In fuch cafes, there¬ 
fore, and in no other, I mean when a violent and in¬ 
tolerable inflammation attends the fits of a Gout, 
and proper medicines are ufed inwardly to deflroy the 
caufe, I fay that ointments and liniments may be ufed; 
I recommend them, and I do ufe them; And to fhew, 
more deraonfiratively, how confiflent I am with myfelf, 
and that no little nibbling critick fbould have afterwards 
any opportunity to handle it into a contradiction, I fur¬ 
ther declare, in a more explicit mannej ftill, that, were 
thofe Gouty inflammations of a nature ever to come to a 
breaking, or a fuppuration, I would then oppofe oint¬ 
ments with as much vigour as I do in the cafe of fcorbu- 
tlc eruptions ; becaufe, under fuch circumftances, it 
would vifibly be fliutting a door which nature herfelf 
had opened for the dilbrder to come out at. Thus I be* 
iieve I have now made myfelf quite underftood, 

R 2 ebul- 
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ebullition. My Sarfaparllla drink will keep 

many weeks good, by adding a due propor« 

tion offpirit to it. Thus will it alfo be clearer, 

and more pleafant to the tafte, than the gene¬ 

ral drink of that fpecies.—-In fummer tirne, 

a cooling acid drink "^5 when it agrees with 

the conftitution, is like wife very proper, and 

may take the place of Sarfaparllla, And it 

will be found generally to agree, as mofl: of 

the Gouts are of an alkaline nature. 

Upon the whole, I hope no one will re- 

fufe me the juftice to allow that my method 

of treating the afflifled is rational, and agree- 

It is proper here to inform patients, that there are 
two forts of acids^ of dihinft and different natures, which 
Ihould be well underflood by them. One is wholefomc, 
and advantageous to the prefervation of life and health, 
as much as the other is deadly. This lall we breed our- 
felves in our ftomach, and is the effedl of a weak confli- 
tution. The hrft we are furniflied with by Providence 
itfelf, who has taken care to fpread it plentifully on the 
face of the earth, in all the fruits and vegetables, to coun¬ 
terbalance the alkaline quality of our animal food, and 
affifl in its diffoluti^n by digeftion. Who can help ad¬ 
miring the hand of the Creator in all his works, when 
one confiders the fagacious combination of contraries with 
wdiich it is interfperfed, for the prefervation of the whole, 
as this cafe is a moil ftriking example : fince the hottefl 
climes, fuch as the fouth of France, Weft Indies, and 
other places of that kind, more apt to produce alkaline 
conftitutions, are all moft largely ftocked with acid ve¬ 
getables, fuch as grapes^ lemonSy orangeSy ananasy &c, &c ! 
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able to theprocefs of Nature, which It always 

affifis, and never contradicts, nor oppofes: 

and that no hurt can accrue from my Re¬ 

medy, if taken according to the direSltons 

given in the bill-Indeed, its fafety Is fuch 

that children and pregnant Women * MAY 

TAKE IT WITHOUT the kajl rijk or danger^ 

After all, every man muft reft upon his 

own judgment, and appeal to the reftitude 

of his principles and good Intention, for 

all the eifecis which can refult from what he 

compofes, For, the mofl: able and experien¬ 

ced phyficlan has no juft reafon to pride him- 

felf for the moft uninterrupted feries of fuc- 

cefles: lince all his fKlll and art will always 

fall infinitely fhort of all the various accidents 

and new diforders to which mankind are lia¬ 

ble, and will not even (as in the cafe of Dr. 

Sydenham) prevent him from falling him- 

felf, perhaps, a victim to the very difeafe % 

m which he had given relief to thoufands. 

Very different from a certain advertifement pnb- 
Jiflied in the to the fhame of the Nation 
and of the Legidature, by both of whom it is unnoticed, 
but unfortunately not so by thofe for the murder and 
deltrudlion of whom it is calculated. 

^ The Gout. 

FINIS. 
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POSTSCRIPT. 

I HAVE lately * found myfelf under the 

neceffity of railing the price of my Drops, 

from three to foiir^ and from five to feven (hil¬ 

lings a bottle : but, I hope no reafonable per- 

fon will think of difproving me in that ftep, 

when they confider at what vaft expence I 

mull have been in making the different trials 

necellary to bring them to the prefent Hate of 

improvement to which 1 have brought them, 

and efpecially lince the year 1773, v^hen I firft 

opened the Dispensary for the poor^ which, 

ever lince I did, and now do Hill, continue to 

keep open for their relief: and when 1 affirm, 

upon the word of honour, that I fend every day 

thefe fame Drops, GRATIS, By gallons, kegs, 

quarts, pints and fmall bottles, to every part of 

Great-Britain and Ireland, there to be diftri- 

buted, by my agents and correfpondents, to 

fuch of their neighbourhood as are afflifted, 

and unable to procure themfelves relief in pay* 

ing. 

This very year, on January the iH, 1776. 

A P^ 
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A Plan of the Dispensary for the Poor, esta- 

BLISH£D IN 1773, and EVER SINCE SUPPORTED 

WITHOUT THE Assistance of any public or pri¬ 

vate Subscription. 

As I have often had occafion to make mention of my Dtspsnsart, 

of the time when I firft opened it, and of my uninterrupted conti¬ 

nuance of it, ever fince its eftablifhment, to this very day; I think. I fhall not 

be blamed, if, to prevent being fufpe£led of having propagated a mere puff, f 

fubmit to the public a fhort sketch, or plan, of the form I have givea 

it, that they may more eafily gather feme opinion of its prefent utility and! 

advantages, as well as of thofe it might, by improvement, be fufceptiblc oi^ 

in time. 

Two years after I had opened it, in March 1775, I renewed my invitation, 

to the poor, and brought that fame Dispensar y under the ftridl: regula¬ 

tions 3.n6 formula under which it now Itands, and in the manner following. 

S P I L S B U R Y’s DISPENSARY, 

A N 

INVITATION TO THE POOR 

AFFLICTED WITH EITHER THE 

SCURVY, GOUT, RHE UMATISP^I, LEPROSY, EVIL, &c. 

March JZthy 1775. TH E Post making, by their number, the greated, as, by their labour and 

induftry, the moR conliderable and ufeful, part of the community, it 

behoves the man of lenfe and feeling to pay the greateft regard to their wel¬ 

fare ; and the phyfician is bound, by the laws both of humanity and pa- 

triotifm, to give them not the fmalleft fhare ofhh attention. On thole prin¬ 

ciples, I havs never negleiled mentioning in the Advertisements of my 

Medicines 
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thzt I treated the Poor G-r AT and I dare confidently to truftiii^ 

and rely upon, the candotir land Integrity of the public, that no one, either 

in town or In the country, can rife to fay that, on perfonal, or epiftolary 

application, I ever did refufe, or negleft, to give, or fend, my medicines^ 

•when they made their indigent circumftances known to me. 

But, here, I mufi: beg to explain myfelfin a more clear and explicit man¬ 

ner. By the poor, are generally underftood two clafTes of people, viz. fuch 

as are intirely deftitute, and another fort which would not like to be ranked 

among them, though, on account of the fmallnefs of their yearly ftipendSj 

they cannot afford to pay an equal price with people of fortune.-To the 

former* *, I abfolutely give my attendance, advice, and medicines gratis, 

to the latter j, at half price, 

Therefork, as the happy fuccefs my medicines have, for thefe many 

years paft, met with, among the mofl opulent part of this nation j and the 

great encouragement I mufl acknowledge I continue daily to receive from that 

fide, never did, nor ever wiil, fwell me with fuch an impertinent pride, as 

jto make me think myfelf above my bufinefs *. and, as I am fully imprefled, 

on the contrary, with a due fenfe of gratitude for my paft and prefent fuccefs, 

and the many favours hitherto conferred on me, I cannot better teftify how 

deeply affefted I am by them, than by confidering the true merits of my avo¬ 

cation, and the real advantage I am hereby enabled to derive from it, by the 

fweet opportunity it gives me of relieving an immenfe number of my poor and 

diftreffed fello'W^-creatures. Many, indeed, who labour under fome one or 

other of the above-mentioned diforders, not having the means of procuring 

themfelves the very neceffarles of life, can ftill lefs be fuppofed to think of a 

coftly remedy againll their excruciating pains. Therefore, fully fenfible how 

very ferviceable and ufeful thl^ far pre-numerous part of the community 

(the poor and induftrious) are to fociety, I do hereby publicly declare 

and give notice, that, through a principle of humanity and tendernefs 

for them, I bind myfelf for ever to keep the following contraft, and articles 

of agreement with them, viz. 

* It is to be obferved that thePoOiR. did at firft receive the Drops gratis 
all the year round, as fome do even now: but the great number increafing 
daily fo faft that I foon difeovered a great abufe by people who had no real 
complaints, 'and who fold them -at a low price to others, after having them¬ 
felves received them for nothing, I was obliged to throvt*' fome check in their 
•way, and I took the refolution to make them pay one Piilling admittance, 
for which they receceive a tic'ket for fix weeks, at the end of which termj^ 
they may renev/ it, if requifite, for one month, on paying another pilling, 

*1' To thefe fort of people I often grant the the Drops at a third and a 

fourth of their price. 

L That 
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I. That on Tuefdays and Fridays, from nine in the morning to three in 

the afternoon, I will give advice and attendance gratis, at my 

own houfe, to poor per sons of either fex, and of any age. 

II. That all the poor recommended by houfe-keepers, by people of rank 

*nd fortune, under whofe protedlion they may happen to be, or duly provided 

with a certificate figned by the church wardens and overfeers of their refpec- 

tive parifhes, and attending at my houfe, on either of the two above-men¬ 

tioned days, ihall receive both my advice and my medicines gratis *. 

III. That they who, though not opulent, could not fubmit to be ranked 

pofitively among the poor and indigent clafs, and find themfelves, however, 

on account of their fraall income, the precarioufnefs of their bufinefs, or 

the large number of their family, unable to pay the price thefe medicines 

have been fixed at, fiiall meet with tender treatment, and have a proper 

regard paid to their circumftances, by admitting them on paying only one 

half of the price -f, 

IV. That for the fake of thofe who, living in the country at fome dif- 

tance from London, cannot without interferring with the emoluments of 

their week’s work, attend on any of the above-mentioned days, the fame in¬ 

dulgence fiiall be given to them ©n Sunday morning till twelve o’clock.—— 

And if it become burthenfome or expenfive to them to take often fuch an ex- 

curfion, I fhall take care to provide them at once with fuch a fufficient quan¬ 

tity of bottles, as will make the frequency of their attendance lefs neceflary, 

V. That all letters (poll paid) fent for advice, /hall have a pun£lual an- 

fwer returned to them; and, with proper vouchers of inability to pay the 

full price, or any price at all, thofe who live in the moft remote parts of this 

kingdom, fhall enjoy the very fame advantages, as thofe who are on the fpot, 

and have the antiscorbutic drops fent to them gratis, on paying 

the mere carriage of the fame J. 

* Under the reftridlions juft mentioned in the precedent note. 

'I' And even a third or a fourth as before mentioned in the precedent note. 

J But now every one of my agents is authorized to grant thefe advan< 
tages to fuch of their neighbours as ftand under the fame predicaments as 
Jjcre defcribed, and are provided with medicines in cafks for that purpofe. 

% Or 
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SPECIMENS 

Of TH£ VARIOtrS FORMUL-®, to be observed before and after 

GAINING admittance TO THE SAID DiSpENSARY, 

IN ORDER to be admitted to the aforefaid Dispensary, the petitioner, 

upon application, is provided by me with the following printed copy of a 

Patient's cafe filled up in his prefence, which he is to fign before a witnefs 

or two, and on the back of which is a letter of mine to the church-wardens 

and overfeers of his parifh, and underneath their certificate ready printed with 

hlancks to be filled up, fii^ned and attefted by them, in the following manner, 

THE PATTENTS’s CASE. 

^ HE under written by Trade 

in the Parifii of in the County of declares, 

that has for for thefe pall: laboured under a 

attended with for which 

has been treated without effedl. 

Wherefore, having being advifed to try the ufe of Spilsbury’s Anti¬ 

scorbutic Dr ops, and being unable to afford paying the Price at which 

they are fixed, humbly craves the Indulgence of being admitted at 

the faid F. Spilsbury’s Dispensar y as a Pauper j and, upon pro¬ 

ducing a Certificate duly authenticated by the Overfeers of the Parifh 

aforefaid as a Voucher of a£lual and truly indigent Circumfiances, 

thereby to enjoy the Benefit accruing from the charitable Diftribution of the 

faid Drops, fo generoufiy offered by the Author in his Invitation to 

THE Poor of the izthMarth 1775, in Confequence of which is 

encouraged to make the prefent Application, and petitions for obtaining the 

faid Drops Gratis, Dated this Day of inth? 

Year 177 

Signed in the Prefence ef the following 

ffitaeJJ'eso 

T0 
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To the Church-Wardens and Overfeers of the Parlih of 

in the County of 

Gentlemen, 377 

R 
JL RANCIS SPILSBURY of the Dispensary for the Poor 

afflidted with either the Gout, Scurvy, Leprojy, Evil, Rheumatijm, See, 

&c. eflabiifhed at No. 5, Mount-Row, on the Surry Side of Wefminf er-Bridge 

having been applied to by the above-mentioned 

in a Cafe of in Order to be admitted as a Pauper^ 

and, in that Quality to receive his Drops, Advice and Attendance Gratis, 

requefts the Favour of your authenticating in the following Certificate, the 

Veracity of the faid Petitioner’s alledged indigent Circiimfiances, and whether 

you think to be a true Objedl of Charity. In doing 

which you will oblige 

Gentlemen, 

Your moft obedient Servant, 

I 

CERTIFICATE 

O F 

ADMISSION AT SPILSBURY’sDISPENSx\RY, FOR a PAUPER. 

w 
V y E whofe Names are under-written, Overfeers and Church-Wardens 

of the Parilh of in the County of 

certify that by Trade is really a 

Pauper, afflidled with and in that 

Qu^ality an Objedt truly worthy being admitted at Mr. Spilsbury’s Dis¬ 

pensary for the Poor, there to partake of his charitable Dillribution. To 

atteft the Veracity of which. We have lignedand delivered to 

the prefent Certificate, this Day of in the Year 177 

Next to this, when the Petitioner returns with his certificate indue 

form, he is entered into a Regifter ready printed with bianksji and in th« 

following double form. 

Anno 
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Anno 177 No. 

ENTRY. 

A HIS day a 

Pauper, by Trade 

of the Parifh of in 

the County of has 

been admitted for Weeks, 

on the recommendation of 

to be treated for 

at SPILSBURY’s DISPENSARY', 

and there, at the fame time, to re¬ 

ceive the AntiscorbutiC'Drops 

GRATIS. 

N. B. This Ticket has been re- 

newed on the day of 

for Weeks. 

Anno 177 

Per Contra. 

•T 
HIS day the Jaid 

has been dif- 

charged from the Dlfpenfary by reafon 

of bis 

Recapitulation. 

Diforder 

Entered 

Dijcharge,^^ Difcharged 

I Cure per- f in weeks. 

L formed [ with bottles. 

Then they receive the following ticket, engraved on a card, as a proof of 

their admittance and title to the medicine, being delivered to them gratis. 

a Pauper, of the 

is admitted for 

Anno 177 No. 

7^ 
HE Bearer 

Parijh of 

Weeks, on the recommendation of to be 

treated for at SPILSBURY’s Dispensary, 

and there at the fame timeJhall receive the An t iscoreutic-Drups 

GRATIS, 
By order of the Proprietor 

Ticket of admittance. 

But when a mere indulgence is granted to certain people on account, and 

in proportion, of their unfavourable circumftances, their names is only en¬ 

tered into a Regifter, fomewhat fimilar to the other, but printed in red, and 

conformable to the following fpecimen. 

a Anao 
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Anno 177 Noa 

if ^ '4 

-A HIS day by trade 

was admitted to the indulgence of Shilling per e’ver^ Bottle of ou;? 

Antisgorbutic-Drops, on account ofh unfavourable circumftanees* 

Recapitulation. 

^hh Grant good fot 

Reneived for 

D if order 

Patient entered 

Difcharged by reafcn of 

Core performed i 
I with 

And after being thus admitted and regiliered, they receive the following 

‘Ticket engraved alfo in red^ on a card bearing the fame number and date. 

Bottles* 

ditt9 

on day of 

Weeks. 

Bottles. 

N indulgence of Shillings is hereby granted per e^ery Bottle 

of the Antiscorbutic-Drops to 

in conf deration of unfa-vorable circumliances„——Dated this 

day of Till 

By order of the Proprietor* 

This Ticket good for Bottles 

Hav IN6 thus finifhed the account of the plan on which my Public 

Dispensary is condufled, I beg leave to introduce a few of the moil re¬ 

cent cures I have had the happinefs to perform by means of my medicine, and 

which are all fo well authenticated that I hope they will leave no ground for 

the leaft fufpicion of fraudulence and fubrepticioufnefs behind them in the 

mind of the reader. I fhall therefore, give them as they ftand in one of my 

hand bills, with the copy of that very hand bill itfelf, which is as follows. 

SPILS^ 
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SPILSBURY’s IMPROVED AN T IS C O RB U TIC-D R O P S, 

Prepared only by FRANCIS SPILSBURY, Chymift, No. 5, Mount-Row*, 

on the Surry-Side of Weftminller-Bridge; who at his ow'n Expence opened 

a Difpenfary for the Poor, in the Year 1773, where Numbers have beerl 

relieved gratis by his Medicine, after being difcharged from the Flof- 

pitals as incurable. 

-i- FIESE DROPS ralfed on January ift, 1776, to four and feven 

fiiillings a bottle, are proved, by experience, to be one of the £rft medicines 

now extant in thefe kingdoms, for the radical cure of the Scurvy, Gout, Rheu- 

matifm, Evil, Children s Eruptions, Ulcers,LeproJy, Nervous Complaints, Humours 

after the Small Pox and Meafes, &c. Their efficacy exceeds every thing of the 

kind which ever did precede them j and whatever has hitherto been difeovered 

which proved of any utility and benefit in thofe complaints, has been happily 

united and combined, in them, to compofe one compleat remedy. This mufb 

account for that great fuperiority of cures in point of number and perfedtion, 

performed in a much fhorter time than any other perjon ever could, or can even 

miv, produce in fimilar cafes j fince one fngle bottle of thefe Drops has often 

provedJuficient for a cure in a recent cafe, and alvjays fo, for a trial, in an 

inveterate one. Aninconteftable proof, undoubtedly, of the merit of this me¬ 

dicine in the above-mentioned diforders. Were not thefe Drops really held 

in the fame efteem by the public, that truly impartial judge, and generous re¬ 

warder of the pains and labours of thofe whofe aim is to pleafe it, and to 

deferve its favours, the proprietor would not have been able to raife them 

twice fucceffively in two years, in order to affift himfelf in the fupport of a 

very expenfive DISPENSARY for the Servants, Hlechatfics, and Poor, fet up 

at the Proprietor’s own and foie expence, in the year 1773, and ever fince kept 

up on the fame generous and difinterefted principles with fuch care and affi- 

duity that by xh&printed Regifer Book of the faid Difpenfary it appears that, 

during the courfe of the two lafl years only, no lefs than 493 perfons were 

relieved, many of whom had been deemed incurable at the Hofpitals, and as 

fuch difcharged. 

N. B, TuEprocefsof operation ©f thefe DROPS, in procuring a cure, 

and the chief tendency, indeed, they have is, inftead of enervating a pa¬ 

tient, as other medicicines in the following cafes always do, to firengthen 

on the contrary the conftitution, and, by Eimulating the principles of the 

diforder, to give them an adion which might affift that mended conftitution 

in throwing them off from the body. 

The 
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The following feven cures are new, and were all publlOied thh yeary 

before a certain Perjon had publilhed one: 

Mr. R ANDAL Dormond, of the loth ward, Chelfea, afflidied fourteen 

years with the gout and rheumatifm, often fo bad as to deprive him of the ufe 

of his limbs, after having tryed many medicines in vain, was cured by twelve 

large bottles, ^uguji 10, 1775. 

A TRA DESMAN in the city of Peterborough, who had feveral holes in his 

legs, after having been at the fait water and found no benefit, was cured by 

talcing fix bottles only of Mr. Spilfbury’s drops. Witnefs Mr. Horden, 

bookfeller, of Peterborough, Northampton, Auguji 1775. 

Mrs. Mary Clay, ^fRidfed with a leprofy on the arms and body 5 feme 

pf the fpots as broad as a half-crown, which fcaled off and then came again. 

Cured by twenty fmall bottles. For particulars enquire at the Seven Stars, 

Eromley, near Bow, Middlefex, Dec. 22, 1775. 

Captain Millar, at No. 12, Dean-ftreet, Shadwell, London, of the 

^ary, lately returned from Virginia, reading Mrs. Taylor’s cure of nine holes 

in her leg by five bottles, tried thefe drops, and is now cured, to the furprife 

of himfelf and friends, by fix large bottles only, of one large ulcer, and two 

fmall ones in his leg, of five years {landing, which had bafHed all the eftbrts 

pf the faculty. "Jan^ z, 177^. 

February ll, 1776. 

A GENTLEMAN in the neighbourhood of Cheller, far advanced in life, 

laboured under an inveterate feurvy more than twenty-eight years; by ob- 

flruftions, and at dlfterent times it caufed a rheumatic gout, great lafiitude, 

wandering pains, feurvy blotches, eruptions, yellow jaundice, and other 

illnefs; he tried many internal and external antifcorbutics, without elFedl; 

he is now free, in appearrnce, of the feurvy and other complaints, by tak¬ 

ing, according to diredlion, SPJLSBURY’s ANTISCORELTTIC-DROPS. 

Any perfon may be fatisfied pf the truth of the ladl, and the gentleman’s 

pame, by applying to Mr. Pool, bookfeller, in Cheller, or to Mr. Spiilbury. 

r 

To Mr, S P I L S B U R Y, Chymill, 

SIR, Feb. 4, 1776. 

I SUFFERED fcveral years under the moll violent feurvy, which broke 

put particularly in great filTures, with feurf on my hands, like the bark of a 

tree, which not only rendered them a fad fpedlacle, but deprived me, in a 

great meafure, of their ufe ; and after having applied to feveral eminent Phy- 

ficians in vain, (what is no lefs extraordinary than true) 1 was cured by taking 

o,nly five fmall bottles of your drops. lam, Sir, with refpedl, &c. 

MARY WEATHERILL. 

At lyirs. Underwood’s, No. 8, Broad-llreet, Carnaby-market, London. 

Another 
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Another remarkable Cure in Edinburgh. 

I Henrietta Paterson, Step-daughter to William Gray, Taylor, 

in Edinburgh, aged fixteen years, have been troubled with a moft inveterate 

fcorbutic humour in my feet, for upwards of ten years paft, to fiich a degree, 

that one of them broke out in large holes, and continued running, and caft-^ 

jng large fcales, like bark, notwithftanding the many applications of different 

medicines, by the mofl: eminent phyhcians of this place, all without the leaft 

cffe£l: j till about nine months ago. I was recommended to Mr. Elliot, to 

make trial of Mr. Spilibury’s diredtions. I had not ufed two bottles, till I 

began to find the good effedl of that medicine, which has continued daily to 

liich a degree, that I am now quite recovered^ 

HENRIETTA PATERSON. 

Any perfon dotfbting th^ truth of the above, may be fully fatisfied, by ap¬ 

plying to the faid H. Paterfon, at ray houfe in Law’s-plain, Stone-clofc, 

panongate, Edinburgh. 

Edinburgh^ March 1776* WM.CR.Ay8 

The above is likewlfe attefted as a fadl, by 

John Carfl-airs, 

George Wright, 

Thomas Matthew, 

Ilobert Walker, 

Surgeons, Edinburgh, 

> Elders, College Kirk, Edinburgh, 

An extraordinary Cure of the GOUT. 

To Mr. S P I L S B U R Y. 
SIR, 

I SHALL always think myfelf obliged to acknowledge the very great be*? 

• nefit I have received by taking your Drops, which has had a happy cffe£l, by 

relieving me from diforders that had reduced me to the loweft ebb. Al¬ 

though I made ufe of and took a multitude of prefcriptions of fome of the 

moft eminent phyficians in London, likewife feveral bottles of another adver- 

tifed medicine, made three journeys to Margate without receiving any re¬ 

lief whatever, and was almoft in defpair of ever being cured : when happily 

I was advifcd to make a trial of your Drops, which have given me new life, 

though near fifty years of age, and have been upwards of five years moft vio¬ 

lently affli£l:ed with the Rheumatic Gout, and Scurvy, which had 

enfeebled me to fuch a degree, that I was not able to drefs or undrefs myfelf 

for upwards of eight months; but am now thank God, happily reftored to my 

health, and ftrength; and being very defirous that the public fhould know 

where to apply for relief in fuch cafes as mine, (with refpeft to w’hich the 

faculty are as yet in the dark) I will do myfelf the pleafure to wait on any 

gentleman or lady, to give any further information required, and am, with 

the greateft refpeft, Sir, Your moft humble fervant, 

Plarrow, Salifbury-court, Fleet-ftreet, 

London, May 3, 1775. 

J. KELLY. 

I John 
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I John Knight, Shoemaker, near the turnpike, in Stroud^ Kent, was 

sihiiSled five years with a fcorbutic humour In the hollow of my arms, almoft 

round, and my fiioulders were covered with it^ which was attended with 

exceffive itching, and a running humour as clear as water, which fcalded and 

corroded other parts, and fiifiened my ihirt like buckram, and the Ikin fcaled 

off w'ith white fcurf and then came again, attended with a fever : I was fcarce 

able to do any work; my face was full of large pimples; In fhort my com¬ 

plaint was too bad to be defcribed. By taking four fmall bottles of Mr. Spilf- 

bury’s Drops I found furprizing relief, and by continuing them, I am cured 

of thofe complaints.-Any perfon may be fatisfied of the truth by applying 

tome as above, or to Mr. Filher, Bookfellerj at Rochefter, who faw me in 

my miferabie condition, when I applied to him for the drops. 23, 1775* 

JOHN KNIGHT. 

Jane Read, fervant to Mrs Cranfion, mailer of one of the city of Edin¬ 

burgh’s fchools, wasgrievoufly afflidledwith a moll inveterate fcurvy, fo that 

her whole body was almoll covered over with a very thick fcurf, w'hich came 

off at times in large pieces, and immediately grew as thick as formerly; and 

having been informed of the happy eft'ecls of Spilfbury’s Antifcorbrutic medi¬ 

cine, and that he was fo charitable as to order Mr. Elliot to give it gratis to 

two patients that were not able to pay for it, application was made for her^ 

" and by the ufe of it alone, fhe is now perfedlly cured of that diforder. And 

from gratitude to Mr. Spillbury, as alfo for the information of others who 

jnay labour under the like diforder, file delires this may be made public, 

N. B. If any perfon fiiall doubt of the truth of the above, by applying to 

her at Mr. Cranllon’s, teacher of Englllh in Niddrie’s Wynd, they may be 

fully fatisfied. The above is alfo attelled for truth by 

Edinburgh, Dec. 10, 1774* JAMES CRaNSTON, 

N. B, As a further proof of the efficacy of thefe Drops in this country, 

any perfon calling at Mr. Elliot’s, may have the perufal of letters from feverai 

perfons, who would not chufeto appear in prints 

SIR, 

A Few years ago I got a bad furfelt, by dtinklng cold water, (when hot) 

which foon broke out in an inflammatory ralh on my arms and other parts of 

my body, which itched intolerably. Having tried various medicines, with 

the affillance of one of the hofpitals, all to no purpofe, I heard of the extra- 

, ordinary cures your drops had performed. I tried fome of them. Happy for me, 

eight bottles cured me, without trouble or pain. I am, Sir, with gratitude, 

your humble fervant, 

Nisi'z/. 4> i773'« JACKSON. 

“T ^(inothef 
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Another remarkable Cure of the Gout, by fix Bottles ottly. 

To Mr. S P I L S B U R Y, Chymlft. 

^ I May 26, 1776. 

For more than fix months I was not able to make any ufc of my hands, 

even to feed myfelf, or move my hat, through that moft excruciating com¬ 

plaint called the GOUT, which had reduced me to the mofi iangui/hing con¬ 

dition, and almoft to death 5 and, being above feventy years old, I defpaired of a 

remedy, when fortunately I was recommended to you by a Lady of charadfer, 

whoadvifed me to make ufeofyour Drops.—-1 had no fooner taken the firfl 

bottle, but I got new life, and by fix large only, I found myfeif perfedfly 

cured (though it was in the hard froft) to my great fatisfadlion, and the fur- 

prize of all thofe w’ho knew me. 

My Wife, who had long been fubjedl to violent Rheumatic pains In both 

her arms, was alfo cured by two bottles of your medicine : with plea- 

fure and with gratitude we fubfcribe our names, and will fatisfy any one 

concerning the particulars thereof at the Wheat-llieaf, in Glanville-ftreet, 

Rathbone-Place, St. Pancrafs, London. 

THOMAS and MARGARET CORKRAN. 
I 

T'o Mr. SPILSBURY, Chymlf, No. 5, Mount-Row, TVefmhfer-Bridge, 

Proprietor of the Antijcorbutic Drops. 

This is to certify, that I Thomas Pv.oach, fon of Patrick Roach, of the 

parlih of Clonallan, in the county of Down, was afflifted for feveral years 

paft, with an obftinate fcorbutic diforder all over my body and arms, for 

which I had taken many medicines without finding any benefit, and from 

the virulence of the diforder had almoft defpaired of recovery j but being re¬ 

commended to try your antifcorbutic Drops, I found fix bottles of that valu¬ 

able medicine produced a‘convincing proof of its furprifing efficacy, by com¬ 

pleting a cure to the aftoniihment of every perfon that had feen the flate of 

the diforder } it is now feveral months fince I quitted taking the drops, and I 

have not found the leaft fymptoms of its returning. Given under my hand, 

Odlober 29, 1773. 

THO. ROACH. 

Witneffes, John Caulfield, merchant, and Robert Stevenfon, bookfeller, 

in Newry, Ireland. 

Oiiher recent Cvv.zs, by taking the AnT ISCORBV ric Drops, 

By.takihg'fiye, bottles of your drops^I am cured of nine holes in my right 

leg, after having\dvice and been at lar^slexpences with the faculty, without 

fucccfs, until rd^ing in the papers, of the great cures your drops havs 

performed, which induced me to try them. You have my leave to publifh 

this. Witnefs my hand, JANE TAYLOR. 

Jarvis Houfe, Sun Tavern Fields, St. George’s in the Eafi. 

September 

j 
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September ^th, 1775* 

Mrs. Elizabeth For ster cured of a bad fcurvy, and other difagreeable 

complaints, by taking only fix bottles of Mr. Spillbury’s Drops. 

Witnefs Mrs. Hall, No. 103, Beaufort-Buildings, London. 

Likewise a Gentleman’s maid fervant In Newcaftle upon Tyne, afflidled 

with the fcurvy that her hands became fo much contradled as to difable her 

from working 5 and on applying to a gentleman of the faculty, he told her 

fhe had no remedy but keeping her hands from water; but hearing of the 

efficacy of Mr. Spilfbury’s Drops, {he took only two of his bottles, which 

reltored her„hands to their former {fate, and {he is now perfeffly able to per¬ 

form her work.-The truth of this may be known by applying to Mr, 

Saint, Printer of the Newcaftle paper, 

Ne‘zvcaJ}le, April 20, 1775. 

ro Mr. S P I L S B U R y. 

SIR, lOf 1774* 
The kindnefs I have received at your hands (in curing me of an inveterate 

fcorbutic diforder by your Antifcorbutic Drops, when I was in the midft of 

defpair, having tried many medicines in vain) demands the tribute of a grateful 

acknowledgment, and for an encouragement to others, I will relate my cafe. 

I was afflidled near feven years, chiefly on my left arm, from my elbow to 

the wrift, which formed a cruft and a continual fcalding humour ran down 

to my finger ends, the fame on my neck, a large place, which ran to my waift, 

Rnd Itched fo intolerably that I fcratched in my ileep to fuch a degree, that I 

was frequently raw; my ftomach was weak, and in fo poor a ftate that almoft 

every day there came off half a pint of clear water, and continually drowfy; 

every one that knew me faid I was in a deep confumption. After I had taken 

four large bottles my ftomach was ftrengthened, and I mended daily, and by 

taking twenty I am perfedlly reftored to my health, and free from ail com¬ 

plaints, as hundreds in the neighbourhood can teftify. 

I am, Sir, your humble Servant, 

WM. TURLEY, Shoemaker, Turnmill-ftreet. 

Witneffes, Mr. Evans, at the Turk’s-Head, Turnmill-ftreet, and Edward 

Elarrifon, Well-ftreet, Oxford-road. 

To Mr. S P I S B U R y, Cl^ymyi. 

March %th, 1774, 
About eight years ago a bad irritating humour broke out on my body, arms, 

and legs, in fmall pimples, which itched intolerably and kept growing worfe ; 

fo that the humour got fo ftrong as to aft'ecl my eye-fight, attended with a 

bad head-ach and a pimpled face, accompanied with a loft appetite and a 

fever’, after having tried various medicines to little purpofe, I was advifed to 

try your Univerfal Antifcorbutic Drops; after I had taken two bottles I 

found relief in my eyes and head, but the medicine then forced the humour 

T 2 out; 
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oift in a number of large bolls on my body, fome of which were as broad 

as a crown piece, and difcharged a foul corrofive matter for feven weeks, 

and then healed up gradually. I continued taking th,e drops, which created 

an appetite, and agreed with me very well, and purified my blood, that I 

am now entirely free from all complaints, having taken not more than 

eleven bottles. Any perfon calling at No. 5, Gharing-crofs, oppofite Nor- 

thumberland-houfe, fliall be fatisfied of the truth of the above. 

I am. Sir, your obliged humble fervant, 

JOHN VALENTINE. 

Also Thomas Granby, four years old, fon of Mr. Granby, at No. 2, 

jn Britannia-row, Lambeth, near Wcftminfier-bridge, was terribly afflidied 

•with a bad ulcerated head, and other fwellings and pimples on his body, 

cured by two bottles only : at the taking the firft bottle the fores difcharged 

a foul corrofive matter, which fmelt intolerably, and then healed up gra¬ 

dually, as ufual in thofe complaints. 

2, 1774. 

A GENTLEMAN cured of fcurfy eruptions, by fix bottles, only. Witnefs 

Mrs. Sturch, bookfeller, Newport, Hie of Wight. May 12, 1774. 

This is to certify, that my daughter of fourteen months old, was cured 

(by one 5s. bottle of Spilfoury’s Antifcorbutic Drops) of a very bad fwelling on 

the ear, of feyeral weeks Handing, which run a foul matter, and the humour 

crept along the cheek with a white fcurf, which peeled off, and then came 

again. 

May 14, 1774. Witnefs my hand, JOHN CRAWFORD. 

At the CaHle, near the Turnpike, Weflminfter-bridge, Surry. 

Mrs. Jane Stevenfon, of Stamford Lincoln, was troubled with the feurvy, 

attended with lownefs of fpirits, rheumatic pains, and lofs of appetite, for 

near two years, was cured by five bottles. Witneffes H. Stevenfon and 

Wm. Royce, bookfeller, of Stamford. 

Jutie 15, 1774. 

Likewise a gentleman of independent fortune of Peterborough, cured 

of an inveterate (curvy, wh;ch had rendered his life miferable, by a few 

bottles of Mr. Spilfbury’s Drops. For particulars, enquire at Mr. Horden’Sj 

bookfeller, in Peterborough. 

January zoth, 1775. 

Mr. Sagoe, keeper of the toll at the obeliHc, Blackfriars bridge, wa§ 

very much afflifted with the gout in his feet, but was fo much relieved by 

©ne 5s. bottle, and a decodlion of farfaparilla at night, that in a few days 

|ie was able to wear a common ihoe, to the furprize of all his acquaintance. 

^&rch 5, 1774, 

' ' ■''' Tail 
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This Is to certify, that I Abraham Geers, of Gray’s Inn Lane, Holborn, 

London, have been afHidled for feveral years with an obftinate fcorbutlc dlf- 

order, attended with great itching on my body and arms, for which I had 

taken many medicines in vain ; and from the malignancy and the continuance 

of the complaint, had defpaired of relief; for the humour had caufed a pain 

in the head, withdeafnefs, for nine months, which rendered me incapable of 

my bufinefs 5 but by the bleffing of God, and taking ten fmall bottles of Mr. 

Spillbury’s Antifcorbutic Drops, am perfectly cured of my deafnefs and the 

above diforders. 

OBoher S, 1774. WitnelTes to the faid cure, 

Gilbert Stevens, Taih-ftreet, Gray’s-inn lane* 

John Cotter, jn Fox-court, Gray’s-inn lane. 

I William Colson, wright, in Portlburgh, (or Weft Port) having a 

daughter of twelve years of age, who, upwards of three years ago, by a fall, 

got her leg fcratehed a little above her ancle, which, in a ftiort time, caufed 

an inflammation, which fpread for feveral inches, and at laft formed into an 

ulcer or boil, which gathered and broke alternately for feveral months; 

and after trying in vain moft of the dodlors in Edinburgh, I at laft procured 

from Mr. Elliot, bookfeller, in Edinburgh, fome of Mr. Spillbury’s Uni- 

yerfal Antifcorbutic Drops, and began to ufe them in the month of January 

laft, and have continued uflng them, according to his direftions, till the pre- 

fenttime ; by the ufe of which, and the bleffing of God, fhe is now perfedtly 

recovered. Put of gratitude to Mr. Spillbury, and compaffion for thofe in 

like diftrefs, I think it my duty to make public this cure, that pthers may 

not lofe the opportunity of being cured alfo. 

Edinburgh, March lo, 1775. WILLIAM COLSTON. 

That the above figned William Colfton hath refided many years in the 

Weft-Kirk parifti, and is of an unexceptionable chara<fter, is attefted by 

us, JOHN GIBSON, Minifter. JOSEPH GAVIN, Elder.’* 

July 27, 1776. 

A DREADFUL SCORBUTIC CASE. 

However true certain fafts may be in tbemfelves, when attended with 

fuch ftrong marks of improbability as the following, a man of honour and 

delicacy, who has his veracity and reputation at heart, finds himfelf much 

embarraffed fometimes how to exculpate himfelf from the fufpicion of 

quackery, by convincing the public of the reftitude of his principles, and 

fcruples often to publifh them. But, the fubjeft of the prefent cafe is fo 

well known to all his neighbourhood, and to the moft eminent and diftin- 

gBjftied perfonages of the faculty, that, I believe, I may reft with confi- 

dence; 
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dtnce upon the numerous atteflations of the one, and the candour an«| 

probity of the others, for the verification of the following well authenticated 

CURI. 

The Case. 

On the 5th, of January, 1774, one John Palm-er, near fifty years of 

age, a Shoemaker, then living at Mr. Monk's, Tobacconift, and now 

jfemovcd to Mrs. Sango's muffin-lhop, both in Grafton-ftreet, St. Ann’s, 

Soho, was taken out of his bed in a fituation fo deplorable, that thofe 

who accompanied him thought he had not many days longer to live, and 

brought to my Difpenjary in a coach, at the expence of Mrs. Millar, now 

of the Cock, in the fame Grafton-ftreet. He had been afBidled with a 

Jcurvy for twelve years before that time, the firft attack of which had noti¬ 

fied itfelf by a pain in his left elbow, and had gradually fpread and increafed 

to the point of being fo univerfally ulcerated, as to apply fucceffively, though 

in vain, to feveral of our public hofpitals. He had been Jix weeks in St. 

Bartholomew’s Hofpital, under the great Surgeon Pot 5 one month an out¬ 

door patient of St. George’s j fix months in the Weftminfter Infirmary; and 

in thefe places he had been pronounced incurable. When I faw him, he 

bad his face covered with holes and ulcers, as well as the infide of his mouth ; 

and under bis chin a cavity capable to conceal one’s thumb. On his right 

thigh he had fuch a number of holes, as, according to his account, amounted to 

the number of forty, and feme of which were capable to contain a pigeon’s’egg, 

that the fight infpired horror; he could wear no breeches, and had only a 

large piece of cloth to lap over, and tie with firings. His oppofite arm (the 

left) in which the diforder had begun, was fo uncommonly ulcerated, that, 

at firfi, he could not be prevailed upon to mention it, for fear of difeouraging 

tae from undertaking him : and, indeed, it was fo bad that the very bones 

were eaten in; and, during the courfe of the medkamenting, worked out 

two fplinters. On bis breafi there was another hole capable to admit a 

common hen’s egg. 

The Cure. 

I gave him immediately the quantity of four of my prefent feven-* 

/hillings bottles of Antiscorbutic Drops in a large one, to take ac¬ 

cording to the direftions ; and, b,^' the time he had confumed them, he was 

able to fiand upright, and to walk. I gave him then another fimilar quan¬ 

tity ; after the ufe of which he was able to work. And, iii about nine 

months, all the capital ulcers were healed, and his face, mouth and body, 

though even now moft disfigured by frightful feams and fcarifications, were 

already all found and whole. As a few more ulcers remained, here and 

there, on his body, he has ever fince continued taking the Drops, which 

make two years and a half from the firft ; and, at this very day, has fiill, 

J, confefs, two or three little holes iuft under the feat in the breech. 

Vi ... L*afcribc to his fedentary life, and is undoubtedly the natural efiea: 

4 .. 3 of 
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of the prelTure and fri£tion refulting from his mode of employ ; which, 

obliging him to fit all the day to earn his bread, and depriving him of a 

proper exercife, draw the humours where the velocity of the circulation of 

, the blood is more impeded by the weight of the body. A circumftance which 

will, perhaps, obftruil the cure from ever coming to a more complete degree 

of perfedlion 5 though in Jlatu quo it may be looked upon as both an objeft 

of furprize to many incredulous opponents, and comfort to thofe who are 

afflidled with fo dreadful a diforder, however defperate be the pitch to which 

it may have arrived in them, fo as not to lofe all hopes of relief, after^ucb 

an example. And, for the benefit of juchf as well as for my own perfonal 

credit and intereft, I hope thofe who will read this CAS£ and cure, whe¬ 

ther friends or foes, will not trufl: to this narrative, but enquire from the 

patient himfelf, and all the other perfons whofe names and diredtions have 

been heretofore mentioned In the beginning of it, 

F. SPILSBURY. 

.g: ■■■ ,.!) ==3. 

N. B. Thefe Drops are fold In four and feven {hillings new-moulded fiat- 

fquare bottles, fealed with the emblem of Hope, and have the following 

infcriptlon in a wave, viz. Fra. Spiljhury^ Proprietor of the Univerfai An- 

tifcorbutic Drops ; they are fealed up, with wrappers printed in red, in folio 

bills, figned Frs. Spil/bury^ containing an account of a great number of 

cures, to which the number of bottles is generally added, with the author’s 

obfervations and advice on diet, and on the Scurvy, Gout, Rheumatifm, 

nervous complaints, &c. They are fold at the following places in London s 

By Mr. Wilkie, No, 71, St. Paul’s 
Church Yard 

Mr. Danjenhill, No. 30, Cornhill 
Mr. Rothwell, No. 47, New Bond- 

ftreet 

M.V. Corrall, No. 6. Catherine-fireet, 
Strand 

Mr. Hall, No. 103, Strand 
Meffrs. Houghton and Valejcure, at 

the Royal Exchange. 

And at the following Places in the Country. 

At Bath, by Mr. Crutt’ivell 

AtBriftol, by Mr. Cocking 

At Bury, by Mrs. Rogers 

At Cambridge, by Mr. Fletcher 

At Chefier, by Mr. Pool 

At Dublin, by fames Hoey 

At Edinburgh, by C. Elliot 

At Gloucefter, by Mr. Raikes 

At Liverpool, by Mr. Gore 

At Newcaftle, by Saint and Slack 

At Newry, by Stenjenfcn 

At Norwich, by Mr. Croufe 

At Oxford, by Mr. fackjon 

At Salifbury, by Mr. fobnfoti 

At Sherborn, by Mr, Goadhy 

And at York, by Mr. FeJJyman. 

And by moft printers and bookfellers in the capital towns throughout 

Great Britain and Ireland. 

-‘fc. 

1“ 
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