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'United States of America ;ﬂ
DEPARTVENT OF STATE
To all to whom these presents shall come, Greeting: i
I Certify That the document hereunto annexed is a true copy b
fromﬁhe files of this Depertment.
In testimony whereof, I, GEORGE C. MARSEALL,
Secretary of State, have hereunto caused the |
seal of the Depertment of State to be affixed } i
end my name subscribed by the Acting ti- B

Authentication Officer of the said Department, | 1

at the city of Washington, in the District

| i
: of Columbia, this twenty-third
3
day of _January y 1947, .
&George C. liarshall _~
Secretary of State, B

By B.E. Cash

"Acting Authebtication Officer, |
Depertment of Ssate. :
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SHIGEMITSU Mamoru , AR

COMMENTS : ~ W A\

SHIGEMITSU Mamoru was RER born in a Samurai family of Oita g-é{?ct:qro,
Kyushu, on Jmdx July 29, 1289 1887, He gradusted from the law Co].lsga\%{
Tokvo Imperial University in 1911 and, in the same year, passed the \
diplomatic and higher civil service examination and entered the Foreigr
Service. Shortly afterwards, he was appointed Diplomatic Probaticner a.t t.ho -~
Japanese “mbassy in Berlin, He served for a short pericd in the United Statos
as Consul at Portland, Oregon at the close of the First World flar, and was a
member of the Japanse Delegation to the Paris PYeace Conference in 1919, Prior' ¥
to 1931 he rose frem minor to mere important diplomatic posts in Europe, Asia,
and 1a the Foreign Ministry at Tokyo, finally becoming Minister to China in
that year,

SHIGEMITSU's long career in China began in 1925 when he was appointed
First Secretary to the legation at Peiping, In 1929 he was named Bonsul-
General at Shanghai, with the concurrent position of Ilegation Bounsellor,
Tn addition to his duties as Shanghai, he was appointed Japanese Charg?
d'Affaires in China on January 11, 1930, As Charge d'Affaires he succesefully
nagotiazad the Sino-Japanese Tariff Treaty of 1930, As a reward for his
successful accomplishment of this assignment, and in recognition of his
ability and experience, SHIGEMITSU was promoted to the top Japanese
diplomatic position in China, I'-!inl;uater Plenipotentiary, on 5 August 1931.

At the time of his appointment as Minister to China, SHIGEMITSU was
regarded by non-Japenese officials in Shanghai and elsewhere as 2 liberal,
cosmopolitan minded diplomat whose moderate, conciliatory approach toward a
solution of the dangerous state of Sino-Japanese f&latims them existing

n.; 4n sharp centrast to that of Japan's military representatives in China,
| {8 :




- '—-'--f-';—\_"__h

— - -_H'____"

H,aww*tﬁmrmbfiar_—— -
J ", b il art e s '.‘_l--_ . T .

TS AT

» -

Official United States circles in Peiping regarded him as an "able career dip-
lomat" whose attitude toward the United States was "friendly." In commenting
on his appointment, these sources noted that sulms%a the first career
diplomat to be aprointed by the Japranese Covernment to such.an impertent
office, and were of the oninion that he received his prcmotion "in recogni-
tion of his outstanding ability and broad experience,”

A reliable American source, who had come Iinto close official contact with
SHICEMITSU in Sioowgficack Shanghaei in 1929 and afterwards, stated that when
hostilities between China and Japan threatened to flare up around Shanghal
following the Manchuria Incident of September 18, 1931, SHIGEMITSU counselled
regtraint and stated to source that he Imd wurged the came "on the Japanese
naval aunthorities in Shanghai, SHIGEMITSU, source continués, told him a few
weeks before hostilities commenced that ¥w he was journeying to Tokyo with the

object of averting a e¢lash,
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