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D&f. Doc. No. 1545 ' :
INTERNATIONAL MILITARY TRIBUNAL FOR THE FAR EAST

THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, ot al ).

)
w VS = ; NO.l
ARAKI Sadao, et al )

— — E—— - E— - - — — e

SATY NAOTAKE '
Having first duly sworn an oath as on the attached sheet, and
In accordance with the procedure followed in my country, I hereby
depose as follows:

1, I was Ambassador to the Soviet Union from March 1912
until the outbreak of war between Japan and the US S R in Aupgust
1945, and am at present President of the Foreign Ministry's
Training Institute in Tokyo.

2+ In 194)y, in response to the Japanese request concerning
the arming of fishing-craft as a defensive measure, Vice-llinistep
Lozovsky on 3 June, in saying that the Soviet Government did not
wilsh armed merchant vessels to entep Soviet ports, stated that
the US S R maintained strict neutrality in the war between Japan
and the United 2tates and Britain. A written protest lodged by
Zhukov, Birector of the Second Bureau of Far Eastern Affairs of
the Soviet Foreign Office, with Kameyama, Counsellor of the Embassy,
on 27 June, concerning the arming. of the Kanazu Maru, a Japanese
tanker engaged in the transport of o1l stocked in Northarn Sakhalin,
contalned the positive statement that the Soviet Government main-
talned such neutrality.

Japanese Govarnment was determinad to maintain a falthful atti-

tude of neutrality in ruture as in the past, and had the expecta-
tion of a similar sttitude from the U S 8§ R. Lozovsky replied to
the effect that the government of the U S § R at all times took

the existence of the Soviet=Japanese Neutrality Pact into considera-
tion, and aoted in accordance with 1t iIn dealing with al1 problems,

L. .On 16 September 19L)y, in the course of a conversation on
the China question, I requesting confirmation of the Soviet Union's
neutrality in the Sino~-Japaness hostilities, Foreign Minister
Molotov replied that there was no change in the U 3 S R's relations
with Chungking. He further stated that Soviet-Japanese relations
were in a nermal condltion, and even tending toward the bstter.

2+ On 17 November 19l); I said that while it was assumed that
the question of Siberian bases must hsve been discussed at the
Anglo-American~Soviet Moscow Conference, nesvertheless it was 8=
pected that the U S S R would offer confirmation that there was no
change 1n its attitude toward Japan. In reply, Molotov said that
the Siberian~base question was by no means new, having come up for
discussion even before the Moscow Conference, but that the policy
of the Soviet Union was eleapr from the faet that Marshal Stalin,
In his address of 6 November, had made no reference to any changs
in Soviet policy towarad Japan,

6. On 22 February 1945 I inquired of Foreign Minister
Moletov whether the Yalta Conference had dealt with Far-Eastern
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questions, to which Molotov replied that the result of the con-
ference was as had been published, and that the discussion was
limited almost wholly to European problems, with some discussion
of post-war questions, but that Far-Eastern questions had been
entirely excluded. Soviet-Japanese relations, he pointed out,
were a matter exclusively bretween the U S S R and Japan, who
maintalned relatione cof neuvtrality: whereas Anglo-American-

Japanese relations were a natter zoncerning those powers excluslvely,

they belng In a state of wa:.

Ts At various times I'rom ZZ2 Tebruary 1945 I had discussions
with Molotov or Lozowvsky :cucerning +he Nautrallty Pact, expres-
sing the desire of The governiszt of Japan that it be continued
in force and reguesting a sim<lar statement of the US S R, On
5 April Molotov, receiviag me, stated that he was about to convey
the statement of the Soviet Government on the question, and read
a memorandum notif;ing thec Japanese Government of the Soviet da-
nunclation of ths N=utralify Part =s of its expiration date,

25 April 1946, irguiring wist eftitude would be adopted by

the US S R during ihe repwmining verind of the Pact, Molotov re-
plied that the inteniion af “he Coviet Goverr-rmen: was to return,
after the expiration of the Pact, ic the ceordltlons prevailing
befere s execubion: cha% tve Soviei Aanurcintion was made in
accordance with *he wrevicions of tne Fact itsalf, but that need-
less to say it was only si'ter the expirazion of the full term of
five years that conditicns were to revert to the status quo antse}
and that the outbresk - Lhe Rusgo-German and Japanese-Anglo=-
American wars alfter signaturc 27 the Pact had altered conditions,
and that the Soviet Govarnmant's reasons for abrogation were
clearly expressed in the po paded ztabenent. I said that the
statement was recelved with r=grec, and tiei the government of
Japan hoped to have the fcrrme: ralutiocns cuenuirved, and the peacs
of the Far East remain undisturbted as pefora, even after the de-
nunciation of the I'sct. Illairnbov venlion trarn, g8 to conditions
after the denuncietlon, it wis recngnises .2¢%t the Pact continued
in force for anothor yesr, and what tho =28:14ude of the Soviet
Government would be delermiged by “his conditlion,

8. I had nureesus canfzraaces with oTrlcials of the Soviet
Foreign Office concorairy bha lenting of Amarican military planes
in territory of the U 3 & R “Esre were thrac such cases before
the end of 19L3+ on 15 finril 1G62, one pleng; on 12 August 19,3,
one plane; and on 12 Kenteiher ‘I3 . seven planaes-. In reply to
the Inqulries which 1 maiz Aan thores aroasioasz, the government of
the Soviet Urlon replied tha* proncr snesures ware being taken
in acecordance with the nvovicizny of aternstiansl iaw, In 19kl

there were numerous uuel inesnsncs:s, AlThouplhh tihiey were not pub-
lighed, I wac iwfovmed Ly ¥eictow, wzovigy wrd Zivov that two
planes had landed on 1f Juuc, end cne on 21 June ‘nguiries were

made concerning *hevs ¢eses snd ohhers of whick we Mad word, the
reply belrg gilven by Lczovsky on 29 Aurust that :n all such cases

the government of the T S 7 R weuld set in accordance with the
provisions of interana’ion=l law, and wnuld furaish to the Japanese

Government all infoimatica which the Scvi-: Uoverument might acquire
in copnection wlish suck cases. No informatinn was everp given there-

after, nor wern repiies given to inguiries concerning landings re-

portad to have cczwrred on 20 Avgust, 18 November, and other dates.

On 13 December Tozovasky said, upon belng pressed for a reply, that

the American bombers must be miseing, as no report had been received

from the responsible suthorities.

9. The history of my efforts to secure. Soviet mediation in
the Pacific war at the direction of Foreign Minister T3pd 18 con-
tained in the telegrams, Defence Documents Nos. 11465, 1667, 1,68
and 169, addressed to me from the Foreigsn Minister. and Defence
Documents HNos, 1466, 1470, 1471, 1472, 1L73 and 17, sent by me
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t% the Foreign Minister, which I verify as respectively correct

coples of telegrams received and as true relations of what oc-
curred in connectlon with this matter.

10. Upon returning to Tokyo after the end of the war I made
an official report to the Foreign Ministry concerning the delivery
of the Soviet declaration of war on 8 August 1545. I have been
shown Defence Document No. 176, and verif'y that it 1s a correct
copy of that report; and that it is a true statement of what
occurred as therein related.

11, In passing through lanchurias in March 19L2, en route to
my post in Kulbishev, I had conversations with various friends,
Including General Umezu, Commander-in-Chisf of the Kwantung Army,
and some of hils high staff-officers. I told them that it was most
important that the Kwantung Army should take no action which could
be construed as aggressive toward the U S S R or could give them
‘rovocation in any way. General Umezu and others agreed with my

)yinlon, and General Umezu told me that all dispositions of the
awantung Army were defensive and that from the Kwantung Army
there would be no manifestations of an aggressive attitude.

12. Prior to the Soviet declaration of war on Japan there
':ad been in March 194); a settlement of the Fisherles Convention
question by extension of the convantion for five years, and
simultaneously a settlement of the troublesome Northern Sakhalin
vetroleum concessions question by Japan's relinquishment of 1its
concession there. No protest was ever made during my tenure as
ambassador against the maintensnce of Japanese forces in
Manchoukuo and Korea or along the Soviet border; and though
border incidents were numerous during that time, they were very
minor--involving only a few soldiers at a time--and no serious
disputes ever developed from them. With removal of the long-
standing sources of friction mentioned above, relatlong between the
two countries during my tenure were good and bordering on the

rordial, and no question was pending in August 1945 to suggest the
posslibility of an outbreak of war,

N. Sato (Seal)

Subscribed and sworn to before me, the undersigned authority, on
this 13 May 1947, at Tokyo.

H, Yanal (Senl)

OATH

- In accordance with my conscience I swear to tsll the whole
ruth, withholding nothing and adding nothing.

Nr' Sato (Seﬁl)

3 May 1947
Translation Certificate

I, Abe Fumio, of the Defense, hereby certify that I am conversant
with the English and Japanese languages, and that the foregoing
1s, to the best of my knowledge and bellef, a correct translation

of the original document.

Abe Fumio

Tokyo
1, May 1947
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