HEADJUARTERS S SRy R T R 3
Ub STRHTMGIC BOMBING SURVEY
(PACIFIC)
C/ 0. POSTDL.LbTER oLl FRLJCISCO S O RN

1) , : g . - ‘l' i* : :

INTERRGGATI0:! NO. 1965 S G k JPLECEES.TOKYO AT
. ity ok e DATE % 30 Oct. 1945
Division of Origin: ani . nterials,
. Subjects oo Alloc tlon 1nd stoék-ﬁllllnm bf non-furrovs” netals,

Pcrsonncl Interrogated:

Mr Se FUJII enaging Dircetor, lictals: Distribution
» Control Broi R - i

1 o 5 KNOUYE ligr, aof lst, scction of lotal Dep'te

iry Sa KOYAMA, legre of 2nd, scctian ef Metal Dep't.

lihcre Intdrvicwod - Toyo . Hotcl
Intcrrogator: Lt, FREEDMAN
Interproter: Lte BO.LANNAN

Allicd Officers Present: Lt. ZEYER IR. COLLLLL

Swerys ' Infornation was obtaincd relating to the back-
ground and dcovelopuent eof the lictals distribution Control Conp-
anyy its functions in the allocation of no=ferrous mctals,
and the levels of pertinent stockpiles during the wer,
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INTERROGATION NO. 196 e PLAGRS S ORYD
- ' DiTE : 30 Oct. 1945

The Letals Distribution Coﬁtf@i'Cphpan:'(Kinzoku Haikyu Tosci Kaisha),
a subsidcary of thc lilndng-Control Association, opecrated to distributc. the
total availablc ncw supply of the preccicus metals the non=ferrous retals
(excluding the light metals), and the principle ferro=-alloys, this intcre
rogation vwas confined ta opcrations in non=fcrrous metals, - &

Conpanv,

B

B\
ackeround and Dcveloprnicht of the

Before 1938 metals distributioﬁ.ﬂns'ndt”airoctly controllcd, During
1938 scparate associations werc sct up for individunl netals, largcly undcr
the control of produccrs in the ficld., In Novenbér «of 1938 the zovernnent
~ ordored the output of all refincrics toscther with mctals inports sold
throuzh thc pertincnt. association, 1In ﬁobeﬂry'l942 thc cxisting csscciat-
lons in the field were combined into the Japan Jistribution Co, (Nippon
Kinzokv Haikyu)s: Two. yoarg later, in Fébruary 1944, the company wns rce-
organized under its prescent titlce. The chicf cffcet of the last recorganize
ation was the n'ninization of thce power of sharcholders in the company.
(the principal non-ferrous nctals produccrs),  Fron that point forvard the
conpany opcratcd largely to carry out thu‘diroctivos of the lNMunitions Mine
istry, LEl i

In addition to its functions in thc allocation of nmatorials (discusscd
bclow) the company was. the instrument of sovernnent subsidics..Having
bought 211 rcfincd mctal at the cxtablished price, it sold the ~cquircd
notorinls invariebly at o lesser pricc, -the difference amounting to ~overe-
ncnt subsidery teo the produccr, i S ¢ o

Allocation Proccdurc,

The Iiining Control Association rcceived cstinmnted production statistics
or succueding periods by ycar and quarter from nember coocanics, Such
statistics, transmitted to the Ministry of Cemmcerce and Industry (later the
luniticns Ministry), providcd the supply data for the overall allocation
plan, The company then cxceuted delivery orders to consumers in cxchange
for purchas ccertificates issucd by the c.npctent agencics in the various
allocations catcorics, Scecondary rctal wins not allocatcd,

According to lire BUJII, consuncr'!s authorizations did nct spccify
gsrade of material (cege firc rcfined zine or clectrotylic zine):s the lictals
Distribution Co, Dcternmined the quality to be deliverced on the basis of
aveilable supply and requircrents of the ¢ nsrrer.

In cascs where purchasc orders cxecceded supply becouse of failure to
producc cstinated quantitics, stocks verc drovn down, or conswnption was
dirceted to the followin~ quarter, in vhich such:hgld-ovcr'&cﬂnnd”was taken
into account in fixin~ the overall alloeation, Early' in thce wor cstinated
and actual production wiere Adcelarcd 4o have been fairly closc, but diverocne
CcCs appenrsa beginning about mid - 1944
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Interrogation NO. 196 x PLACE: TOKYO
DiTE: 30 Octe 1945

oStocks

The Distribution Co, as solc rccipicent and distributor cf all ncwly
produccd or imported nctal, vwas in position to furnish somc data on stock-
pilos of pertincnt metals within Japane oSuch stockpilc data, however, ine

’ cludcs only rcfincd nctal, cxcluding netal held in orc or intermediatc forn,
It also cxcludes metal held in inventorics of consumecrs or nctal produccrse

The rccords of the company disclosc the following stockpile data on

principal non-ferrous mctals as of the beginning of the war (Feb, 1942) and
‘the cnd of the war (in metric tons)

Beginnine of liar End of liar

Coppcr 464518 3,692
Tin ﬂ 1,232 /., 700
Lead 55,399 | 10,962
- Zinc (clcctrolytic) 7,593 - 8,173
Zince (firc rcfincd) | /o642 L5537
Licrcury | 15 - 201

Coppcr stocks werc larscly depleted by the sccond quarter of 1944
zinc and lcad supplics werce sufficicent; tin beeanc tight by the sceend
quarter of 1944 bcecausc of the failurc of importse Copper vas statcd to be
the particular non-fcrrous shortasc, The relotively norc casy positon in
lcad and zinc vicrc duc to the short positien in copper, rcducinzg complcencn-

tary uscs of lcad and zinc, Additional data was rcquestcd on stockpilcs

and allocaticns of the noneforrous nctols,




