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HEADQUARTLERS
U. S. STRATEGIC BOMBING SURVEY
(PACIFIC)
C/0 PCSTMASTER, SaN FRaNCISCO
INTERROGATION NO. (USSBS 199) Place: Tokyo
(N&V NO. 47) Datc: 30 October 1945

Division of Origin: Naval .nalysis Division,
Subjcet:. Convoy Escort and Protection of Shipping - South China Sea .irea,
rersonnel interrogated and background:

near Admiral HORUICHI, Shigetada, IJN, is a naval of ficer of 31
years of scervice, In Junc 1942 he was transferred fran attache
Officer in Embossy, Indo-China to Staff Officer, lst South .idv,
Flecet from Junce 1942 to Novuanber 1942; Chicf of Heibi Departient
(1st Scetion) from Nevdmber 1942 to Moy 19445 Chicf of Staff,

lst Escort Fleet (Navy Depertuent) from Moy 1944 to Deccmber 1944,
Comwanding 901 air Group, FORNOS4 from January 1945 to Scptauber
1945,

Where interviewed:s Room 340, keiji Bld.
Interrogatcr: Coptain Stendinan Teller, U. S.N.

Interproetor: Lt, Comdre De Bartlett, U.S.N.R.
Allied Officers Prcsent: None

SUM’H‘L\ RY

Submarine  attack was the greatest menace to Japancse shipring
in the oouth CHIN.. S:z2 and adj~cent waters throughout the war., Carricr-—
based air attacks became nn import nt factor in Scptanber and October
1944 ~nd caused o mojor change in shipping routes betwcen the Japancse
B FINE and NoZ.I. wnd also forced 2 revision in convoy organization.
Lond-based air attacks becamc important after 1 January 1945, practically
climinn~ting surfecs supply to FORMOS.. ~nd forcing abandonment of air
cover to convoys by 1 april 1945,

Inefficient administration ~nd control reduced the full employment
of shipping. Lock cof cscort vesscls also prevented its full cmployment,
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TRANSCRIPT

“hen you became Chief of Staff, to the First Escort Fleet in
way 1944, what forces did you have in the Escort Fleet?

AU the beginnin, the strength of ships consisted of approximately

ten destroyers, eight coast defense ships, three mine sweepers,
one or two cn.sers, and one or two armed transports. The armed
transport carried very little freight and were called special

fun boats. At that time the organization was called First Escort
Scuzdron. In November 1944 the title was changed to First HEscort
Fleet, -

hat was the area of responsibility of the First ZEscort Fleet?

the area included the suppl, line from MOJI to FORLOSA to the
rEILIPPINES to SINGAPCRE and NORTH BOHNEO z2nd o line to FALAU,

Did it include the MARTANAS?

I‘“:O‘

“hat other fleect, besides the First Escort Fleet, was carrying out
convoy duty at th-t tine?

The First Escort Fleet w-s the only organization responsible for
convoyin: shius over long distances; such s, from the EMFIRE to

the PHILIFPINES and ZAST INDIES and PalaU. However, in ezch outlying
arca such as SINGAPORE, SCARABAJA, #MBON, MANILa ~nd TRUK the Area
Fleet of that locality was responsible for the escort duty. In the
case of the MARTANAS, the Second Squadron was resgonsible, Escorting
in the RYUKYU Islcnds was under the control of tie Commmander of
CASABO Naval Station., This escort responsibility terminated at
MNIIaUN, FQMOSa,

AS your escort squadron incressed in number, how did the organiz-
ation change?

ine escrot ships were grouped in one, two or three ships to accompany
an important convoy at first. The senior captain of the escorting
vesscl acted as convoy ~nd cscort commander, This, however, proved
tbo burdensomz for the scnior cannander, and consequently about the
summer of 1943, the practice was begun to asslgn a convoy commander
with the rank of captain to each important convoye. By May 1944, there
were 15 sucn captnins zssigned to the First Zscort Flect. About
June 1944, further strengthing of the organization was made by
adaing four dear Admirals as escorting group comiands, These officers
were placed in command of the wore important convoys and cammanded
both the escort cnd the ships oeing convoycde In these cascs, the
captains mentioncd above were in chirgec of the convoy ships only.,
These groups somstimes comvoyed ships to_MANILA, but for the purposs
01 reinforccment of LEYTHE, the commsnd of the flect at MANTILA
(Southwest ares Flaet) took charge of the operation for this purpose,
In July, an additioncl organization wias sot up callced Cozst Defense
Group of which four wcre organized to augment convo, proteection in
particularly dangepous waters., Thesc groups were composcd of coast
dcfensc ships ~nd were cammended by capt2ins or commanders, By
November 1944, the First Zscort Squadron had a tot2l of 60 vesscls
coitposed of approxim .tdly four destroyers, 45 coost defensc ships,
fowr swcepers, two sub-chiascrs =nd one or two special gun bonts which
were the converted troansports. The First Zscort Scuxdron wos commanded
by Vicc Admiral NalidIiui, Torahiko whose hexdguarters were 2t TAkAQ.
In November, the First Scuadron became the First Excort Fleet and
Vice admirzl KISHI, Fukuji took comnriid. The Grend pscort Fleet
Headquarbers in TChYO was responsible for ¢sCorting matters through
2ll areas. The Commonder of the Grand Escort Fleet 1ssucd general
instruction to subordiictes régarding matters of convoy, and exercised
authority over Comn:ndsnts of all Naval Stations with regard to escort
matters,
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Did you convoy Army ships 1n your group?

Yes, the Grand Escort Flcet Headguartars in TOKYO arranged for the

make up of the convoys including army ships during the time of

my duty, made 2 large proportion of the traffic. These amy tran-
sports were pl-:ced under the convoy commander -nd remained under his
command until they zrrived =zt their destination,

Did you have 2deguate communications to conduct thne operation of
your various forccs?

The communication between main cscort fleet headguarters and out-
lying stations and ships cnroute between them weas =zdceguate.
Communication to ailrcraft invalved in convoy protection was m2inly
via the bases of the aircrsaft., Duc to the limitation of cquipment
nd training of communication persomnel, the ship-to-planc
communicntion was not vory s~tisfactory. a4 training progrim on
voice radio was undertalken and improvement was being made by January
1945

Was the full cmployment of ships rrevented by ~ny of thce following
cruses wnd 1f it was, to what degree: Inadequote administration

and control of shipping, lack of crews for the ships, or lack of
escorts?

In adninistration, there was a ccrtain amount of incfficicncey

dus to the divided control of slips between the Navy, the Army and
vilnistry of Transport. Thils dividced control led to incefficiency

in distribution of material for rcepairs, of the proper assignment

of faecilitics to cifect the repair and in the distribution of crews,
For cxuaple, ~t thce point of repair the administration powers. were
actually under the Navy control; but in the casc of merchant vessels,
the winistry of Transport was responsible for initiating the repair.
These dé€ficicncies were lmportant throughout. .the war. ‘hen sub-
marines sinkings becane very high, the inadequate number of escort
vessels beecame an important factor in the reducing the usefulness
of ships, =s convoys would remein in port awaiting proper cscorts.

bhat was the most scrious form of ancricon attack on your ships
curing the tiac you were Chief of Staff of the dscort Flect?

Ihiroughout the war, submarines were the most iaportant constant

menzce, In October 1944, carrier task force attacks were most
serious., Thc opor .tion of land-bascd zircraft did not ossume an
imporvant thre~t until ~bout onc month after I left my duty with the
hief dscort fleet, in Janu=ry 1945.

+h.t chonges in your convoy procedurc were c~uscd by the carrier
2tt cks in Sceptember 19447

In October 1944, as o result of the coarricr toask force attacks along
the PHILIPPING -~nd FORMOSA linc, the convoy routc to SINGAORE

was changed from the west coast of PHILIPPINAS to thc sast coast

of thc¢ Asia HMeinlond, If we had intelligence of impending task
forca attocexs, we would order the convoys to scatter,

“hot effict did the carricr task force nttacks on SaIGON and KONG: KONG
nave on convoy procedure?

bBecause tiie supply of ctroleum production to JAPAN £rom the
MAThERlalD BaS1 INDIES was wmost important, it was esscential that
convoys continuc along the ASIATIC Coast. These cenvoys werc made
sinaller and the strength of thce escorting vessels wais gre tly
increased including destroyers and occasionally a cruiser. These
convoys were organizced for & fight until the finishe

199 = 3 -




Ae

He

1 '

then you were comazndant of the 901st air Group =t TAKAO, how
many 2ircraft did you have for convoy protection?

When I took commend of the First Escort Flect air Squadron, its
authorized strength was 212. actual strength was 170 circraft of
the following types: Flying bont - both Type 97 and Type 2, Zcro
Tync land based fighters, carrier type attack planes, land Lttﬂck
plaics - Type One 2nd Type 96, Zerc Type sea planes (thrce seats)
and spotters (two seats). This air squadron wus responsible for
coavoy coverage in the arca South of Lat. 27 °N and North of Lat.
&Y covering the cntirce SOUTH CHINa Sea z:nd shore of PHILIFFINSS
snd the ASIALIC Coast, The most important bases for operztion
werc in FORMDSa, TOKO (Scaplances), TaKaO (landplancs), BakO (land-
planes), TaNSUI (scaplsnes); in the PﬂILIPPIPES,ﬁhAhILn (landplanes
and seaplanes), IBa (1“ﬂdpl°1u5), Sali FERNANDO DEL NORTE (secaplanes),
La0aG (land“"nes) . BaSCO in the BnTuI ISL.NDS (1 ndpl-nes);
on the aSinTiC “flﬂl nd; AMOY (se~plones), HONGLONG (l~ndpl-ncs and
seaplones); on HaINAN, SnI ¢iHE (Landplnss and seaplancs), Most of
my fighters were concenvrnted there - HJINGN. iy he~dguarters were
at TOI‘\.O_, FORiOoum e

Did you not hrove twin-engine bombors speeially cauipped for anti-
submarince work?

We h~d ~t the most 36, Type 96 bombers, divided between FORMOSa,
IUZ0K snd Fall.¥. B:1f with vadar and Lalf with the magnhetie devace,
which were very cifcetive in detecting subnarines,

Did the aircrzft which corried this i gnetic doviee also attack
the submarincs, or did it wwerely discover theim for your surface
vessels to 2ttack?

Both, It delivered cir attack or called othor plones and surface

ships in tc attaock.e Indication of position of submarincs was aride
by visual rmethod; plancs woukd mencuver or signoals would be dropped
from plones,

Was your aircraft strength kept at 170, or was it increased or
decreascd?

1t decrenscd,
«hzt was thae principal ctausce of the deerense?

i steady deercasc was duce mainly to the continuous daily attacks
from the PHILIPPINES bascd landplanes on bascs in FORMOSae. Losscs
at air bases slong the oSIATIC Co3st werc suffcored from attacks by
planes based in CHIlia,

To wht cxtent ¢id single scarch planes coming from PHILIPPINES
interfore with your protoction?

The ~tteck by singlc scarch planes from the PHILIFFPINES wasn't
very importont. Oeccasidonally carricr task force attnacks would
also damage our cir strength. The end of March, because of the
constont 2ir att-cls, the zireraft of the First Esdort Fleet
iair Squadren were forced to withdraw from the South CHINA Coast
and FORMOS: Corst.to SHalN\GF&l ~nd KYUSKU,

Did the .rmy fizhters assist you in protection of convoys long
the South ChINa Cocst?

The amy group, Number Two alr Group, stoticced at CaNTON, assisted

on calls and somctimes by fliying over convoy shipse howcver, there
were not many arplencs ovailable.
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To what coxtent did american aircraft interfere with surface
supply of TakaO7

By the end of January, lirge ships could only comnc to KIIRUN, and
coost traffic arocund FORIOSA was limited to very smell craft mov-
ing 2t night. TahaO was campletcly closed to large ships.

To whot oxtent did the night aircraft attack interfere with
shisping to  Tiila07?

The attacks on small boats plying between the PESCADORES and
FCRMOS4 Arcs At night werc very scverc.

vhet woere yowr inost importamt mis sions?

The most important missions in m§f ~ren Wercs first, to protect
the shipping of oil from the South to the EMPIRL; sccond, the supplying
of the FHILIPPINES. I mmst confess that both missions failcd,

It is my opinion thot although the cfficers ossigned to convoy

duty fully apprecinted the vital stritegic importance of maintaining
surply lincs to kecep the Combined Flcet able to operate at all,

the high commond took the counscl, sncrt sighted, of the Combined
Moot Staff in allocating insufficicnt strength te the maintenance

of the vital supply lincs. Convoy oiflcers were only speciclist
auxilicries of the Main Forec and became tncercfore important,
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