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A Moment’s Recollection Mg
(1)

_Txeading on the. path of life, every looking-back will let
us feel somewhat regretful. But, whenever we lie alone -in a
sleepless inght, when '.déep sleep calleth upon man, we ofton
get from the regret some unytterable cousé)lta‘tions which ﬁo-
ne but_ those who has’ experienced it can imag.ine.

(éne day., in the mornililg, when the sun was going ab~
. out .10 Tise, I took a walk along a purling brook whose ba-
nks were wholly covered with wild flowers. Piles of goiden
cloud, pgering aboue the horizon, formed a fairy-lapd just
where,. [ fancy, one should tﬁeet, a charming girl. On the

. {ops o:i several lofty trees, there assemblea _crowds 6f crows
whose  noisy sound broke' the surroundi_ti,g tronquility. Scatt-
ering cottages, w.ith 'the whirling smoke- above their roofs, pe-
eping out from a foré_st on the o-ther side of the brook. On

the glassy surface, of the brook there were a new-married
couplg of snowy ducks, swi;%:ming comfortably siae by side
Awith such a proud air as to mock the bechlor and ma~-
iden,

While thus malting among the charms of Natune, I"pe- .
rce'iVeﬁ a ,girlish quaver flim‘ting from a distance in ;uch a
sweet tune.

;,o; Among the u;jnstrelsy of birds,
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There comes Spring vgrith _flowers, her . maids,
Dare not the winter face appear, -
- All the Nature is covered with tchggr.
-Oh! Where are yon now, my dear.
See, yonder willow dancin—g in goiden dress,
Where's the place for yaung Jloyers Kiss.

Nearer é;n;l nearer came the song unlil there sudden-
iy turned up a ginl with a full basket of blosSoms, whose
lovely figure at once called to mind a scence of A“Romaﬂce”
that happened nine years ago. Of course, it worth not a la~
ygh in the eye of the old, but it is heavy enong{ for a ten-
der heart to burden. Rather than a piece of Romance I wo-.
uld say it was an overflow of the inner expresions of inn-
gcent children. And I shall never fox;ger it.

It was near autumnal festival when aur family remo-
ved from an old mansion in the town, which had heen ha-
ndqd down from aur forefathers, to a new abode in the co=
untry, As our old mansion had been Aceupied by the army,
that we could not but take shelter in the country, But ch-
ildren not pay the least attention to worldly cares, they on=-
ly find amusement in the changipg of tife. T lived, therefos
re,:mé;g happy than before. Besides a great deal of natural

compaions that I neuyer had in the town —— birds, squirrels

and f}ov‘&é;s-—_—j‘[ also had a whol volum of children to play
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with in the Ifeigi;bor hood, Now I felt, howevir,such a st
ate of mind as every thing anticipated that a ghaﬂf lﬁck WO
uld befall on - me.

One of my best companions was thy .dog Tiger, from
the name we may yuess what a gigantic figure he appeared.
He was big enough to serve for a colt, but v.er} tar;ie. When
standing, he neatly reach my shoulder, I ofien, throwing
my arm round his neck, fought with 'h§m, but I was alwa-
ys defeated, Whenéver had he struck me down on the gio®
‘anid, he should lick my face mimutely which made me gi-
Zegle and giggle until at last my sirength were all éxhau=
s;ted.

As the weather became coolét and cooler; ah uhavoid=
able calamity came to me, because the pedagogue ifi aur vilix
age had decided-to opén schopl mext Wweek wherd my fath-
er wotild let me play no Ionger Wheneuvet I thought of the
‘authoritative voice o‘f the pedagogue in the tone of menace
or command, or the appillin; sound of the birch as he ur-
ged some one to study, a chill ran down my back. Hows
ever; I had not the boldness to utter a single murmuf bef-
"u‘r’e‘ iy father’s -face, in spite of the unwilliuéhes’s in bBosmb,
‘Tiiérefore'when the day came I was iitged by my father
going. to- school with a long face liké a prisongt on- his

way to the gallows, -
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One day, when I came back from school,  fotun{ no
one was at homie. Upon my induiry, mather Ma, an old W’c;man
servent of seventy two who had come to our homé in the
time out of rémember, told mé that they all went to unc~
le Wang?’s to celebrafe his birthday. *If you wish,®® contin~
ued she, ‘I wlll let Ma Loo sent yon to.”

~Ma Loo, a matt of good ielnpex‘, was her sott who was
very kind to every one éspecially to me, as I had hithier~
to been put into his guardianship, He and his mothér, liviny
with s, rathet resembled :: member of our family than se=-
rvents,

“Ohl yes, I wish mamma® returned I with a jump.

Then she helped me to dress. As’T was -cutious to 2o,
so I'Liud'ee'dr; quité tired _;uit hef, makintg her bring me one
fiew clothes dffer another biafore 1 conld make up my mis
fid what to wear." While she wasidr’ess'ing tne, she said:

“Vor miist be Cautious, don’t stain your clothes) othe-
rwise you till beé biamed by mistress.?

I did not give'ear to, what she said, when dresséd well,
I weiit away weth Ma Loo half r‘un‘i’ni; and jumping. As wé
Were trooping along the the road, I had a full brait of sw-
sét :evéﬁes. The pleasing sound -of music séemed as-if alr
eady -waftifig abont my eab abd.the attracted smiell of vae

Fiogs dishes touching: My fiose, what mérry sports I might
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ot en}oyrthere with the children?

Wapgs was -one of the opnlent families in our village.
;ﬁere were a great number of horses and mules and donk-
éys in the stables around) which we might easily pex‘(;eive
piles of straw which lo%lé-fed like h}lls. the noise of ducks
and geese cauld J/)e heard half a miie of}', unw-ie;ldy porke~
rs, with troops of sucking pigé\surrounding them,‘ were gr-
nating in their pens. the flail was busily resounding from.
mornin.g to night. Any one who had made a viéite on‘ the
p:ésperous family, must reiﬁembé'r the vast barns, every wi- -
ndow and crevice ‘of whict seemed bureting forth with the
treasures of the farm, Besides a great deal of servents, the
old man kept, withal many hangers-on of poor relatives.

On our arival being annaunced, I was warmly receiv-
ed by the ald man who took me by the hand and qShere
ed Jme at once fo mjr- mather., A}l sorts‘of' guests, from pol~
ité gentry down ts ru_stic~peasa1;try, were assembling -there,
Sports, revels, and music held by turns. Mutual greetings we-
re mingled with langhters, All was now bustle. and hubbub
in fhe mansin, In short, the whole castle seemed entirely
abandoned to riot.

It was toward evening when the revel gragually “bro=
ke The guests of distance returged home one by one; only

g few kindred relatives lingered hehind, upon. nacle wangs
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persuation, 1‘7vve determined to pass the nighr at his home,

In the evening, after supper, I found all the relatives
were gossipping in a hall., Among them I obestved a woman,
who was generally addressed madam Chang by the servents
talking with my ;glother in a melancholy air,

“Why you did nat cry fer help?”” ingaired my mot~
her; “was there on polisman???

““What? Cried for help?™ exclaimed madam bhang; ‘yon
don’t know how I was under the prwer of the bandits. I da~
red not even- drew a/heavy breath. As to poiismen, they are
no bette? than lookers-on. When my husband.;-was carried
away by the ‘Bandits, there was a police near at ha;nd, who,
looking on with a smile, seemed as if to enjgj.r th.e calam=—
it,”

As I‘was quite a stranger to what they said, then I
ran out to join with a compang; of children playing under
the mqonlight[

“Oh! You a‘rei wellcome Ho-Fang, >> one of the chil-
drep said to me. “We are j;ust at a loss abant ﬁhat.to do.
Whati you thiﬁk, is better for us to ;ay? I havé suyyerted
r_nang; sorts Which theSr all denied,"

After a little hesitation,’I said'; k'We may play the ‘We~
dding.? »

FAlright, * they cried with one voice. and a clappiug -
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of hands,

As we found the brids wanting, ansther boy shid he
will call for Hui-Ku who may act the part of bride. Aft=
er a while, he ushered an enamored glrI here, She was a

blooming lass not above .nine, with a rosy cheek looked li~
ke one of the apples in uncle Wang’s orchard, Her. eyes
were always rolling about liife two l;ig stars, Under a‘ pre=~
tty nosé there “wers a pair of rips lips which were 4born
for kiss.

“What makes you call for me? /> uttered she, gazing
all of us, with her lips half dpénedz,and ‘a gentle heaving
of bosom,

$‘Shall you play with us?*’ I was urged to say by so~
me irresistible power. “What say you to be a bride?* E

€“NQ-eeees?? retu'rnédv she Wifh her head turned: down and
a blush spread over ‘her cheeks, A

1 winked on the boy whofhéd bronght her, and said
in a whisper ‘thatxhe shonld go to persuade her. V{T}th all
his might, he still found she cauld not.be prevailed upbn,
Now we cauld ‘db nothing but booked at one another.

All the while she k;ad never lifted up her eyes, but now
‘and ‘then send me a shy glanéé from under her Ilong ege-
lash.” And at lenth, as shé found we were #}l sel;iél;t! sieé

left us and’ walked away,.
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We weré all in a despair, and broke up the play

involuptarily. But hence her charming figure held a bexed
position in. the very depth of my heart. And, Alas a scene=~
of tragedy began. (K%)
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