2 2 AR AR | R
843 R R WE g

g g



AR 4
AR Mg

AR Rt

S ad ) MR R g



This work
is grs_te,h‘illy dedicated to
President Dr. G. B. O? Toole and Prof, Dr. F. clol\xgherty
of the Catholic University of Peking,
through whose munificencs this work
is made accessible tc; the readiﬁg public
of‘China.
The Author..



PREFACE

It affords me mnot a little pleasure to have been
ehosen by Professor Chang Hsing-lang to present to
Foreign readers the work entitled The Materials for a History
of Sino-Foreign Relations. The author has signally honored
Doctor Clougherty and myself by dedicating to us this
work. Professor Chang is the scion of a distinguished
family of scholars whose’ .native province is Kiang—su.
His father, Mr. Chang Wei-hsi, who was the founder of
‘the Chinese Geographical Society and who still edits The
Chinese Geographical Magazine, was connected with the
Catholic University of Peking in 1925. Professor Chang
‘Hsing-lang himself is a historian of national reputation.
He made his studies not only in China but also in Europe
and America, taking postgraduate courses at Harvard
and receiving his Mastnr’s Degree at the University of
Berlin. Returningto China, he became Dean of the Depart-
ment of Advanced Chinese Studies at Amojr University, and
later, Head of the Department of History at the Catholic
University of Peking. .

The present work is concerned with hist.orical records
bearing on the theme -of China’s, }eZation’s with other
countries. Professor Chang is, so far as my persqnal

knowle dge goes; the first Chinese historian to deal with



this subject ez professo. Foreign writers, such as Sir Henry
Yule, Henri Cordier, Jean Pierre Guillaume Pauthier, and
Friedrich Hirth, have been his predecessors in this field, .
but Professor Chang, being thoroughly conversant with
the Chinese records, makes a genuine contribution to the
subject, which it is practically beyond the power of
‘Waestern scholars to duplicate. ‘

A relation signities a2 bond or link of comnexion
bebween two extremes, known respectively as the sufject
and Zerm of the relation. Moreover, in order that two
extremes should be related, it is mecessary that they
present some common ground or basis by reason of
which the one may be referred to the ‘other. Things
may be compared as regards time (e. g. the relations
of concomitance, priority, and posteriority) or as regards
dependence (e. g. causal relations), on the ground of
quantity (e. g. tﬁe relations of equality and inequality)
or on the ground of quality (e. g; the relations of sim-
flarity and dissimﬂarity),‘,etc. ' What especially interests
the historian are the relations based upon time and de-
pendence, that is, the relations of Zemporal and cousal
sequence, the latter being of far greater interest - than
the former. To discern between the two the historian
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must. be thoroughly acquainted with all three elenssnts
in each particular relation, namely, the subject, the term,
and the grounds. If we know, for example,only the
subject and not the term, or vice versa, the term and

not the subject, the whole relation eludes us.

In the case of Sino-Foreign Relations, the subject
of referenmce is obviously China, the term is some par-
ticular fo}eign country influencing, or influenced by,
China, and the grounds of reference are travel, com-
merce, . diplomaey, military conquest, migration, religious
propaganda, and all other forms of intercourse conceivable
between one nation and another. - To evaluate the rela-
tions resulting from these different forms of interaction,
the ‘historian must be well~acquainted with both exiremes;
otherwise, it will be impossible for him to synchronize
Chinese and Foreign records, or to co—-ordinate the single
events of a given period in the framework of their proper

" time~persepetive and causal interconnection.

Now, Yule and Cordier werg, for the most part,
restricted in their knowledge of Chinese records to thas
fraction of the latter which had been translated into
Eu‘ropean languages. Pauthier could, indeed, consult
the original Chinese records, but his interpretation of
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them was not always aceurate. Hirth’s translations were
exeellent, but he could aoct peruse these records with the
~speed and facility possible to a native scholar, a handicap
which necessarily curtailed the exteni of his researches.
On the other hand, all these Western Sinologues and
historiaps have investigated more or less thoroughly the
available Buropean and Asiatic records relating to China,
so that their various works constitute a rich storehouse
of information, which Professor Chang’s foreign training
has enabled him fo utilize. Besides having these in-
valuable materials at his disposal, he could draw without
stint on the vast treasury of China’s historieal literature,
an advantage that enabled him to discover a large num-
ber of significant contacts between Chinese and Foreign
history heretofi;re wholly unknown, or a matter of. mere
surmise, to Western scholars. These mew discoveries of
Professor Chang will be highly appreciated by all who
are interested in the history of Burope, Central Asia, and
the Far Hast. : -

It is just such original discoveries as these that add

zest to the task of the critical historian. When by a

process of systematic comparison he sucqeeds in ~uniting

under g single cause two events hitherto regarded as in-
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dependent incidents, he may well be pardoned for shout-
ing: .JBureka! and one can wundersiand why hé feels
amply compensated thereby for days and nights of patient
and painstaking research. To arrive at new conclusions
by referring effects to their causes, this, after all, is the
work par excellence of the scientific historian. ILiloyd
Morgan, in his Emergent Hvolulion; quotes the following
pregnant lines from Browning :
And I know not if, save wn this, such gift be allowed fo
man
That out of three sounds he ﬁ*cime, not a fourth sound, but
o stor.
By a ‘‘star,” as Morgan explains, Browning meant to lay
poetic emphasis upon the original character of a cherd,
which is something more thau the mere ad&itive resultant

of the three component tones—something genuinely new.

To have established déﬁnisively, not as a timid
hypothesis, nor even as a highly-plausible theory; but
as a certain, -irrefragabls conclusion, the historic identity
of the Hsiung-nu of Ceniral Asia with the terrible Huns
whose refreat before the conguering arms of China set in
motion the Migration. of Nations and whose descendants
survive in modern Hurope as the Magyars of Hungary,
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that- is what I mean by the discovery of a new #ruth,
and that is what Professor Chang has done over and
over again in the course of the present work. '

I do not think for a moment that Professor Chang
would venture to claim that his study of the Chinese sousces

_for a history of Sino-Foreign Relations has been literally
exhaustive, but it is perlectly safe to affirm that it is far
more complete #nd comprehensive than any similar effort
that has preceded it.

I feel sure, too, that he would be the last to claim
that his study of ithe records of the particular countries
that constitute the Zerms of the relations of which China
is the common subject, has been nearly so exhaustive and
extensive as his study of the Chinese records themselves.
Indeed, the day is far distant when a detailed dollation of
these with the surviving documents in Sanskrit, Pali,
Arabic,' Syriac, Tibetan, Mongolian, Manchu, and the lan-
guages of other peoples contiguous to China, can even be
reckoned as a feasible undertaking. But wheuever that day
comes, historians will be deeply indebted to Professor Chang
for having lightened the task of comparlson by collecting,

. systematizing, and interpreting the vast amount of

maﬁerials contained in the present volumes.
BARRY O’TOOLE

Rector of the Catholic University
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