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“Great men work out knowledge, and
give it to the community. Thus each civilisa-
tion becomes distinguished by its character-
istic institutions, Nothing could be more
perfect educationally than the dratas which
Hindu society has preserved and hahds to its
children in each gencration, as perfect lessons
in worship, so in the practice of social rela-
tionships, or in manners. Some ,of thege,
bratas—like that which teaches the service
of the cow, or the sowing of seeds, or some
which seem to set out on the elements of
geography and astrenomy-—have an air of
desiring to ippart which we now distinguish
as secular knowledge. They appear, in fact,
like surviving fragments of .an old educa-:
tional.scheme. But for ¢he most part, they
constitute a traiming in religious ideas and
religious feelings. As such -theii perfection
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is atartling. They combine practice, story,
LA, and object with a precision that no
Indian can appreciate or enjoy as can the
Kuropean familiar with modern educational
speculatien.  India has, 1n these, done on the
religious and social plane, what Europe is
trying, in the Kindergarten, to do on the
scientific.  When we have understood the
Lr..t s, we ceas2 to wonder at the delicate grace
and passivity of the Oriental woman.”

( Sister Nivedita in an article ‘The place
of the Kindergarten in Indian schools’ in
The Modern Review, August 1908. )
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