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HEADQUARTERS
CHUGOKU CIVIL AFFAIRS REGION
APO 182 -

ANNEX A
LEGAL AND GOVERNMENT ACTIVITIES
Cecember 1950

By Mr. U. S, Grant Bauguess

l. JAPANESE GOVERNMENT ADMINISTRATION

a. Activities of Governors; The primary activities of
the Governors throughout the Region during the month of December
was their dpive for complelion of loecal tax payments and a campaign
for completion of rice quota delivery, Additicnally, appropriations
of .funds for, and the payment of, year-end al.owances and the increase
of general salary basis of government employees was also the subject
of much effort in each Prefecture. In Hiroshima, former Governor
Kkusunose was elected a member of the House of Counclilors on 20
December. Vice~Governor Wakuda resipgned to become a candidate
for governor in the election to be held 22 Jjanuary. The acting
governor now is Yoshincbu Kono, the Director of the General Affairs
Department.,, who became the acting governor by reason of senliority
in the Prefectural Goveranment Office. 1In Tottori cne and one-hall
million yen was appropriated to finance Guvernor Nisnio's travel
to M.R.A. Conference in Geneva He is accompanied by Koma Kichil
Masuoka, a former speaker of the House ot Representalives and a
political leader of Toilori Prefecture. There was sirong protest
from the Socialists and Parmers Union parties %o this aporopriation,
In Shimane Vice-Governor Kaneko was relieved of his dutles as
Director of the General Affairs Department, which he has held for
some time concurrently with the office of Vice-Governor; and
Kiyokazu Okubo of the Economic Department was appointed the Director
of General Affairs Department; the Chief of the Finance Seetion,
Naokichi Hata, was promoted to the position of Director of the

Ecomonic Department.

b, Prefectural Assemblies: The speakers and assistant
speakers of each Prefecture held a conference in Yamaguchl City
9 December, to discuss petition to the Natiocnal Government for in-
crease in local fin.nce equalization grants and the framework of
local loan flotation; to provide year end allowances for local
government officlals in accordance with the policy of the National
Governments and to study the problem of changing the fixed number
of local assemblymen in relation to the policy of the National

Government,
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In Hiroshima, the assembly in regular session 23 to
25 pDecember, adopted a supplementary budget for the fiscal year
of 1950-51 amounting to ¥341,223,571, bringing the total approp-

riations for the fiscal year to ¥7,284,033,547. The largest
items in the appropriations were for year-end allcowances and an

inerease in salaries for government employees and school teacherse
The assembly also adopted an ordinance concerning fish markets and
made minor amendments to existing ordinances. The assembly, alfter
considerable checking by this headquarters, finally had a bill
introduced for the amalgomation of Fukada-Mura with Mihara and
Onomichi Cities, appointing a special committee to invegtigate

and report at the January session of the assembly.

In Yamaguchi Prefecture the regular session of the
assembly 21 to 23 December adopted a supplementary budget in the
sum of ¥297,365,251 to bring the total annual budget to ¥5,607,062,099,
with the largest amount for financing year--end allcowances and ine-
creased salaries of government employees and teachers. The assem-
bly also adopted ordinances concerning the Prefectural General
Development Council, and an ordinance concerning the execution of
Yamaguchi Prefectural construction standards and the app. intme nt
of a constructien committee, The assembly also appropriated
¥3,120,150 to purchase streptomycin ia their fight against tubercu-
losis.

In Tottori, the assembly met in regular session ll-l)
pecember for the adoption of a supplementary budget in the sum of
¥293,357,671 to bring the total annual budget to ¥2,621,419,220.
The largest item of this appropriation is for year-ond allowances
and increased salariee of government emnloyees and teachers, The
assembly also enacted ordinances ccncerning the establishment of
an overland transportation office, the establishment of Tottori
prefectural Agricultural Laboratory, and an ordinance concerning
sonstruction standards and the appointment of a constructisn
standards committee,

In Shimane regular assembly 21-23 December, a
supplementary budget was passed in the sum of 564,926,625 yen to
bring the total annual budget to 3,445,586,484 yen, with the lar-
gest item for year-end allowances and increased salaries for
government employees, The assembly also enacted ordinances con-
serning the Censtruction Examination Committee, rest:rictions on
construction of bufldings and an ordinance concerning prefectural
libraries. The assembly also approved the amalgamation of Taki~-
Mura and Hisa-Mura and Hinokawa--Gun.,

ce Activities of Mayors: The mayors of the five citles
in san-In area, including Shimane and Tottori prefectures, held a
conference in Yonago City 19-20 December for general liaison between
these cities and discussions on local autonomy. In the towns and
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villages throughout the Region movements for tax payments were
the primary activities., Local officials felt the recent financial

difficulties in local finances and are making drives for complete
payment of taxes, Section personncl in cooperation with the

\ 9w Internal Revenue Division held a number of conferences with Mayors

'\" A\ ‘. | and tax collection officials to assist in the collection of taxes,
\‘ | L and to guide lecal offic'ials away from payment of commissions to

AV Private associations for collection of taxes. Arrangements were

R made for similar conferences througheut the Region during the month
\V \//’ of January.

e 6\
.\j ,' The Mayer of Tottori City is raw under indictment for
\ // bribery. He was released on bail after fifty days detention and

resumed his duties as Mayor. It appears however that the pressure
of public opinion in the City will soon force the Mayor to resign.

de Activities of City Assemblies: Speakers of the five
city assemblies in Okayama held a conference for discussion on
resolutions to be submitted to the Regional City Assembly Speakers
Conference to be held in January and for general liaison in the
cities. Twelve of the twenty-five city assemblies in the Region
held reguler sessions during December, The assemblies wore gen-
erally routine and no outstanding ordinances were adopted,

~ @s Actdivities of Local Branches of National Government:
The Moritime Safety Commission formally dedicated the training
center for the Maritime Safety Commission in Kure City in a cere-
mony on 8 December, with three hundred trainees beginning a three
months training course, The school facility is a part of the for-
mer naval submarine school.

The Maritime Sofety Commission reports the arrest of
fifty-five persons for illegal possession of ammunition during the
month of December, and also reports the arrest of twenty-seven
persons for violations under the Fisheries Law.

f. Courts and Administration of Justice:

(1) The courts continued with their plans for expedition
of trials by conferences and detailed planning for the con-
tinuous trial, to be started 1l January 1951, It is report-—
ed that while defense attorneys are cooperative in the plans
for the continuous trial yet they and their clients are
hesitant about going to court for this type of trial.

(2) On 15 December 1950, Mr. Murashige Kimura, Mayor
of Kibe Mura, Shimane Ken, and Mr. Ryoichi Sakoda, a clerk
of the Village Office, were tried in Kokura Provost Court
for vidation of Impurial Ordinance No. 311 » and were found
gullty. Sentences given were as follows:
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(a) Murashige Kimura, seven years hard labor and
500,000 Yen fine.

(b) Ryoichi Sakoda, one year hard labor and
50’000 yen fine. '

(3) The Hiroshima Publishing Company's case was con-
cluded on 29 December 1950, when the Hiroshima District
Procurators' Office announced the non-prosecution of Mr.
Kiyote saito and Kozaburo Yamada. Mr. Yamada's accusatien
against detective Yutaka ShoJi for abuse of authority was

~also disposed of as non prosecution on 30 December 1950,
A special report of investigation of thelr arrests is be-

ing prepared,

(4) .Puring the reporting month, a total of fourteen
cases, where crimes committed by public officials were

referred to trial by the procuratorsi office throughout
the region., '

| (5) A total of 539 pistols were received by the
gixth Maritime safety Headquerters to this date. It was
reported that tLhe number of arms received is sufficient

to cope with the present situation,

2« POLITICAL PARTIES:

Roth Conservative and Progressive Parties are engaged in
planning for the local elections to ‘be held in April. In Hiroshima
' prefecture the major parties are now active because of the recent
'; - electirn for a member of the House of Ccuncillors and the election
| for the Goverasr 22 January. I the electicn of a candidate for
| Governor the ILiberal Party had coansiderable difficulty becausc of
such a large number of aspirants. However Wekuda, the former Vice-
Governor was selected by the Liberal Pary and will be supported bv
the Liberal Party, but he is running as an independent. MNr, Ohara
was selected by the Spcialist Party but he is aleo running as an
independent. It appedrs.tnat the Liberal Party in Hiroshima Pre-
fecture and in Yamaguchi Prefecture is still the dominant party,
but in the other prefectures in the Region the Social ‘els are gain-
ing rapidly. The Communist Party throughout the region is domin- *
‘ated by the Internatioral Faztion., It s reported that a number of
attempts have been made to unify i35 party. particularly in Tottori
and Okayama Prefectures, In the ciher prefectures, there is strong
resistance from the Internationaliste and there 1is only slight
appearance of Communisi activities on the surface. It is believed
that their activities are confined to underground and within the
party. They are working mainly with *=° laboring classes, us-
ing requests for year-end allowances as one meras of agitation and
are endeavoring to recruit supperters from farmers. The party in
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Hiroshima has nominated a candidate for Governor, obviously to keep
their party before the publie, and as an opportunity for propaganda.

1, OTHER IMPORTANT POLITICAL GOVERNMENT OR LEGAL MATTERS

and Separation: In Okayama-Ken a new
village was created by the amalgamation of Taki-Mura, Kumura and

a pertion of Kezu section of Kubatu-Mura, making Kiku-Mura, Hikawa-
Gun. A portion of Otsubo and Hokobara sections in Yasugi-Mura, Naka-
Gun, was incorperated into Kinetsuka-Mura. The separation movement
of Hiro from Kure City was decided in Hireshima District Court,
confirming the Prefectural Assembly's rejection 6f the separation

in spite of the popular vete in favor of separation,

a. Amalgamation

Fukada-Mura in Hlroshima-Ken voted for amalgamation

of the village with Mihara and Onomichi Citles in February 1950,
The repert of their actisn was submitted to the Ken Government,

but no actien was taken because their petition or report was not
in praper form. Village officlals were not advised that the repert
was not in legal forms, Village representatives made repeated eral
petitions to Ken Government for action on their behalf, Under the
sponsorship of a political leader from Minago~Son, a small portien
of the village °himo-Gumi petitioned the Ken Government to join
Minoge-Son afte' the two cities had agrsed to accept the portions

of the village as it had voted. On 28 August the revised petition
of the village, the two cities acceptance, and the petition of
shimo-Gumi were filed with the Ken Government. On 28 November
representatives of the cities and the village :appealed to this
headquarters for assistance in getting action by the Ken Assembly,
so that the financial affairs of the village could be settled
bafore the next fiscal year, and also in view of the April local
eleations. After a number of conferences with Ken offic lals, a
bill for the separation and amalgamation of the village was finally
inteoduced in the assembly 23 December, and a special investigating
committee was appointed.

e H.ECTIONS :

a. Election Contests; Surprised interest was developed
in the by-election for House of Councillors in Hiroshima, Governer
Kusunose, Liberal Party, was expected to win over Socialist candi-
date Takatsu with little effort. However, Takatsu eloguently
blasted Kusunose for his alleged connection with the Hiroshima
community chest scandal so effectively, that Kusunose probably lost
many votes which Takatsu did not pick up. 67.2% of the Prefecture's
eldgible voters gave Kusunose a small majority of 37,451,

In woda City a conservative and a progre ssive contested
hotly in the mayorts election. Ex~Vice Mayor Ito, a conservative,
had been expected to win over progressive candidate Himel, but
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leftist and communi st support gave Himei a substantial majority with
71% of the City's eligible voters coming out, Both tandidates cam-
paigned as independents. ’

Five town and village mayors were elected in the region
in pDecember, These had no significant political trends. The elec~-
tien for thirty-five of the thirty-six assemblymen in Tottori City
aroused considerable interest, The names of twe volers were errone-
ously omitted fromthe register., They cast their ballots but election
of ficials would not count them. The thirty fourth ceandidate had
a majority of one vote; the thirty fifth one is contesting ‘the re-
turns because oi this error. One successfu! candidate is a govern-
ment railway employee; his seat is beiong challenged onthe ground s
that he is a public servant and therelore inellgidble to have this
office, Both csses are peniing the dect sicn ¢f the Election Admin-
{stration Committee, B89.2% of the ellgible yoters electeéed twenty-.
seven independents, one cormunist, and sever miscellaneous. :

b. Violation of election lawsy; No violations were re-
ported in connection with the HiroshZam Ceunciilor o.lect.ion in .
Hiroshima. Froem Tottori City it is reported there were ‘Lifty--one
instances of bribery or buying vectes at he price of Y00/ three .
house—to-house visits and one distridution of name cards, .In the
mayor!s election in Shihano Town, Totteri-Ken, it is reported the
successful candidate (with only a six-vote margin) gave large sums
for campaign expenses, and provided entertainment for a large

number of wters, Forty arrests were made and are now under in-
vestigation. 4

¢s Recalls:; Recall of Tadanoumi Town Assémbly started
1 February 1949, was ended by judgment of the Hlroshima High Court

declaring the voting void, and Yaxed supporters with the cost of
the action. |

5¢ IMPORTANT VISITS AND CONFERENCES OF LEGAL AND GOVERNMENT
SECTION PERSONNEL:

a, Conferences with ‘represéntatives of Hiroshima Printing
Company and procurators, on allége® illegal search of records of
the company, and illegal arrests of company personnel. ¢

b Four conferences with Mayors of Mihara and Onomichil
cities, Fukuda-mura and Prefectural Local Affairs Section on pro b
lemd amalgamation of Fukuda-mura with Cnomichi and Mihara.

¢, Conferences with Putlic Health officials concerning TB
hospital patients assoclations,

d, Check of Shimane National Sanitorium on activities
of Patients Association, | i
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e. Conferences with Mayors and tax officials on tax col-
lectlien assoications.

e« Conferences with police officials on exercise of cri-
minal Jjurisdiction over merchant seamen.

g« Two visits to police headquarters in Shimane and
Tottori-Ken checking on polic¢e activities, and one visit to each
of the other Ken,

he Visit to NRP Headquarters, Nogi District in Shimane-
Ken, and Chubu District in Tottori-Ken.

le Conference with Mayor, police and Public Health
offielals of Iwakuni city on enforcement of Prostitution Control
Law,
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SURJECT: Monthly Aetivity Report, November 13550

10 Chief
Civil Affairs Section
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l, LEGAL AXD GOVIR:MTNT:

, s, Governor Xusunose of Hiroshima resigns to become candidate
for House of Councillors bw-election. (Annex A, par ls)

b. Txtensive c¢ampaign carried on for traffic gafety, (Annex A,

e e — - — 1 -

l par 1f)

c. Oourts prepare for axpedition of trinle pursuent to SCAPIN
2127. (Annex A, par 1f(5))

e e SUBLIC 9"ALTH:

e School sttendantces has heon garously affected in many local-
1t1es hW outhresks of r-enirstorv infectione. (Annex B-1, par 2¢)

b, Building proesrsn for gormunicadle disceee hospitals discusesed
with prefectural officiale. (Annekx B-1, par TH) |

¢. All prefectural heeslth despartments report criticel financial
condition, with poor prospects of budget for next fiscal yoar. (Annax 3.1,

par le,

| de “he accrﬁditatiﬁn committes found considerabdle {mprovem«nt in
three nurse training schools which have respolied for accreditation. (Annes

B-~1l, par 15a)

3. PUBLIC WELF.3%:

G ————

a, Public essistance expenditures and average grants decline in
avery prefecture. (Annex 3-2,. par la)

h: Medical assistance under Daily Life Security lLav denied livell-
hood aid recipicnts of vamanouchl Hizashi. (Amex 3% par 14)

e. "For the want of a nail a shoe is lost" ss Tottori Profectural
Insurance Scetion discontinues cheeking for errore in the paymont of medical

¢leins, (Annex B-2, par 5a)
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Monthly Activity Report, Chugoku Civil Affairs Foegion -

4. BCOYOMICS::

S

of fedeorations declines. (Annex D, par 2b)

b, Outlook for a normal harvest of "mugsi"

ovamber,

Financiel condition of unit cooperativ-es improving whil-

late planting seriously impedes the Increas~d Production Program,

par 2¢)

c.
month during the past ten years. (Annex D, par 7e)

e CIVIL EDUCATINYN:

A, Recrnt school bdoard

of present school bdoard practices.

(Annr X ‘;-1, par L'-?)

b. Youth Specinlists hav-
begun to promote a substantial Youth Affairs progran

he CIVIL IVVOX

1"103’!

A. Shimane Prrfocture shows outstanding
in $chool Board election. (Annex E-2, par la)

ploaction has brought » critical

voting percentag:

be Shimane Profecture forms Prefectural Information AA
¢il. (Annex E-2, par 2)
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ANNEX A
LEGAL AND GOVERNMENT ACTIVITIES
November 1950

By Mre Us S« Grant Bauguess

4e JAPANESE GOVERNMENT ADMINISTRATION

. A, Activities of Governors: The Covernors of the five pre-
feotures .of the region concentrated their efforts primarily in the re-
adjustment of rice quota delivery because of strong requests for reduce
tion by famrers throughout the entire region. The Governors as represen-
tatives of the Government attended a special National Governors Cone
ference in Tokyo to bring pressure upon the Diet for increase in local

finance equalization grants and for expansion of the framework of local
loan f{lotetion,

— e o A -

The resignation of Governor Kusunose of Hiroshima was accepted
by the Assembly 29 November, so that the Governor could become a candi-
date for the House of Councillors election to fill the vacanuy created
by the death of Councillor Sasaki., Vice<Governor Wakuda will be the |
Acting Governor until the election 22 January. The vadancy in the House
of Councillors gave the Governor an opportunity to s«ek his appurent
ambition to get in the llational Diet, and if possiblie to play an impor-
tant part in national polities, It appears that the Governor's popu=-
larity as Governor of Hiroshima has been declining in recent months,
beeause of his connection with the previous Nishi Nippon Fishing Company
and because of his connection with the Community Chest Fund scandals,

It appears at this time that he would have little or no compatition

except Seido Takatsu, a Socialist candidate and a former member ol the
House of Representatirves, It appears that the Governor. who has announced
this affiliation with tho Liberal Party, will receive strong oconservative
support in the Prefectural Assembly and Town and Village Mayors Associp-
tion in the Prefecture, It is rumored that Vice~Governor Wakuda will

be a strong contender in the election for Governor on €& January.

The conflerence of all labor seetion chiefa of the five prefeo-
tures of the region was held at Misasa-Murs, Tottori-Ken, for discussions
of Suek matters of local conocern as reports on "red purge” from private
industries, reports on status of welfare facilities for labor unions and
the measures taken by each prefeoture to improve them, and utilization

of educational means for helping laborers,

PCowlico e
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be Prefectural Assembliest: Hiroshima Prefectural Assembly
met in regular session 27-30 November for the approval of the supple-
mentary budget of ¥389,500,820 to bring the total annual budget to
¥6,943,409,876, and for the enactment of an ordinance for enforcement
of construction standard regulations, the appointment of a construection
examination committee, and an ardinance concerning wages and allowances
for psychologists employed for mental examinations. The Assembly
also approved amalgamation of Shimo Xita Kata, Kami Kita Kata and
ennyiul Mura of Toyota-Gun into one solid villages of Kita Kati Murae.

Okayama Prefeotural Assembly met in regular session 15 November
for approval of supplementary budget of ¥464,190,945 to bring the total
annual budgzet to ¥4,827,066,0684, and for enactment of an ordinance
establishing the prefecture construction examination committee, enactment
of ordinance concerning the wages and allowances for psychologists
employed for mental examinations, and enactment of an ordinance concern-
ing contracts for construction of prefectural establishments and other

fixed properties,

In Tottorl the conference of chiefs of all assembly proceedings
seoctions of assembly secretariats within the region was held 15 November,
for discussions and planning on assembly- procedures and coordination
among the secretariat officers., The Tottori Prefectural Assembly met
in special session ¢ November for adoption of an addicional ovudget
of ¥159,8204177 to bring the total amnual budget to ¥2,3528.061,049,

Ce Activities of Mayors: Most of the city mayors ol the
"

region attended the National Conference of Mayora in Tokyo 27 November to
advocate increased local finance equalization grants fr-om the Central
Government, and to petition the National Government tc defray the total

-

¥ expenses for unemployment reiief works. The mayors of f:x{y.seven citles,

; towns and villages of Hiroshima Prefecture met atl Ondo- Machli to discuss

: resolutions for free rotation of personnel, extemsion of qualification

| for personf eligible for Publin Safety commissions, und iantrodaction
of retirement age limit system for Municipal Police, A numder of' block
conflerences of mayors of town and villages in Okayama and Shimane rref-
ectures were held, to discuss strengthening the movement for estavlish-

ment of local autonomy and to urge a program for full payment

In Hamada City, Shimane-Ken, an unusuval conticvercy arose over
the term of of'fice of Depuly Mayor, Apparently his appnintmeni was
approved by the City Assembly in April 1947 as olaimea by the Depuly
Mayor, and under which approval he has served since tha’ date, bul there
is no record of approval in the minutes of the City AssemLliy. A final

decision has not been reached by the City Assembly,

% de Activities of City Assemblies: The conference of speakers
¥ of the five City Assemblies in Okayama Prefeocture was held <6 November,
for discussion of arrangements on & campaign {or the establishment

of local autonomy and a drive for full payment of taxes,
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At a spedial session of Tottori City Assembly on 7 November a resolution
of noneconf'idence in Mayor Morinaka, who is detained in Tot%ori Prison

on charges of bribery, was passed} and when de livered to the Mayor with a
request for his resignation, he declined resignation on the ground that
it was too sudden to make a decisions After = recess the assembly re-
solved to dissolve, and all members tendered their resignation except
onés An election for the entire membership of the assembly will be

held 17 December., 108 persons have amounced thelr ocandidacy for the

thirty-five seats in the assemblys Three Communist candidates are ine
¢ luded.,

Hiroshima City Assembly met in special session on 24 November
to elect a member for the City Board of Education from the City Assembly-
mens Arguments were éarried on for four days until the Assistant Speake

ér, in disgust, announced hie intention of resigning. Then the Assembly,
after coaxing the Assistant opeaker to remain in office, selected a

member of the New Progressive Group as the Assembly's representative on
the Board of Education.

€y Activities of Local Branches of National Government: All
the principal prisons in. the flve prefectures in the region were visited
during November by personnel of legal and Government Section., General
conditions of the prisons were found eatiafuctbry. 1The prison cells
are in most caseg olean and thy work shops are satisfactory. The ma jor
grievances in most of .the prisons are poor lighting and infrequent baths.
Okayama Prison has exoe llent c¢linical ‘facilities, while Hiroshima has
very unsatisfaotory faeilities at this time. However, construction has
begun on a new and modern ¢linics In Hiroshima alsc the kitchen facilie

ties are miserable, but it is planned that a new kitchen will be complete
ed early next year,

" - I - - “ -
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'« Courts and the Administrution of Justice:

(1) Traffic saf'ety Week, with the cooperation of the NRP,
Munieipal Police, Traffie saf'ety Councils and Civie Organizations,
was" observed throughout the region with some degree of lasting
effectiveness., Extensive publicity was given in each prefeo-
ture on traffio praotices,. by way of radio, newspapers, posters,
leaflets, motion pictures, lectures, and commendation ceremonies
for people who demonstrated meritorious traffic practices. The
annexed table No. 1 compares the traffio acoidents of the week
before and the week after the salety campaign., Althcugh the
acoldents decreased very little, the traffic officers feel
that the program was effeotive in enlightening the people on ;
their traffic responsibilities. It is felt that a great deal was |
accomplished partiocularly in the schools, and there is some '
improvement in pedestrian traffic mamners.

J » " Annex A
] L'-)C.-A} 77! (" G-E((

»

- QB bR Py g - B Pt o w e BN . BBy Gy BRIl o b A———— P Ay W A o R — - g g




5
/Li-df;("‘. s ol

(2) During November there were no reports of violations
of 1.0 311, One arrest was made for a previous violation,
Kaguo Fujita, of Yamaguchi-Ken, was tried in Military Occupa-

tion Court at lokura on charges of distributing anti-Occupation
’\ leaf'letsy and was sentenced to two years confinement, with
the sentence suspended, and a fine of ¥10,000. Hideo Hieda,

) also of Yamaguchi-Ken, was sentenced to five years at hard
. labor plus a fine of 4500,000, on the same oflence.

- (3) 8ix officiales and former officiuls of' the Yamaguc hi
Prefeetural Office, iacluding cx-chief of Foreign Aflairs
Seotion, were investigated by the Military Police of Yamaguchi

City on charges of forgery cf documents and emberzlement. The
investigation has been referred to the Procurator’'s Office.

(4) The Hiroshima Maritime Safety Base reported forty-
six instances of illegal possession of ammuanition in November, and
forty-nine arrests werc mades Sixteen of these were It ferred
to the produrator and thirty-three¢ were relcased on repr imunde
The police in Hiroshima<Ken roported thirty<two cases ol
illegal possession and seventeen arrests were made.

(6) On 16 and 17 November a speeial drill of .region NRI
was held in Yamaguchi-Xen with about 1300 police officiuls,
The exercise consisted of methods . in controlling riots, stra-
tegy and ‘overcoming obstacles, #nd the actual use of tear
ra8e The eoxercise was concluded with passing in review and
critique, |

(6) Pursuant to SCAPIN 2127 the Courts, Procurators and
Lawyers have been making extensive plans for the expedit.ion of
trials, both eriminal and ecivil, to be put in practice as of
l December. Within the region thirteeh conferences have been
held (at the Hirpshima High Court, each of-the District Courts
in the region and soma of the Branch Distriet Courts in
the regiong with a tosal attendance of 104 judges and scorctarics,
about all procurators in tho region, and moré than 199 lawyers)
for study of constructive measures for expediting trials and
planning prosedures Their plans generally consist ol priority
to 6ases under the old code of eriminal procedure; no change of
date of trial of cases to be tried under the old codo; ca Jendare
ing oases for trial by agreement of counsel and limiting cone
tinuanee to absolute ncecessity; practice of the continuous
trinl; einplification of pleadingsy the application of Article

212 of the. Rules of Criminal Proccdure; and gtrict adheranoce
to the time of opening and closing the cowrt, and attendance
of procurators, lawyers, litigants and witncsses.
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£« POLITICAL PARTIES;

A

The major politicel parties in the region showed little or ne
activity during the month of November, The election for Board of ‘Tdue
cation was not significant politically except possibly for the Communist
rarty. The parties appeared most engaged in goheming for the coming
local election. The Liberal Party appears to be holding the lead in influ-
ence in the region. In Hiroshima and Yamaguchi Prefectures the Liberal
Party influence is especially predominant. When Governor Kusunose
resigned to become a candidate for the House of Councillors he immedie
ately announced his affiliation with the Liberal Farty. The Nippon
cocialist Party appears to be gracually increasing ite power . “owever,

a recent disruption of the Federation of lLabor Union appears to have
brought an adverse effeot to the party. since ite greates” support was
coming from this Federation, ''he party also is suffe-ing from lack

of' campaign funds; and it was originally contomplated that the party would
5 not offer a candidate in the Hiroshima Fluction for House of Councillors
and would concentrate its offorts for the Governér's eleoction.
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