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II1 NISARMALENT NISCUSSIUNS 1532-34

statenent of February 1932

The first rneneral Conference for the Limitaticn and Reduction of
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! rmaments assembled at Ceneva in Februsry 1932.
1+ the ‘/ashington Confereice of 1922 the nrincinle of limita.iou
had been established by treaty for czpatal shins of itnc Jnited States,

France, Great Britain, Italy, and Japan; at the rondon laval Cculerence of

1930 this principle wes sxtended to other types of warships of the United

States, Creat Fritain, and Jaran. -rior to the opening of the General ;a
nisarmament Confercnce 1n 1932, these ° ere the princinal stexs taken by the

nations of the world to lighten the burcen of large armies and navies.

—

At the besinning of this ccnference Ambassacor Hugn Gibson,
speaking for the lnited States delegation, said that civilization wes
threatened by the burcen and dangers cf the gigsntic machinery of wariare
then being maintained. He recalled that oractically all the nations of the
world had pledged themselves not to wsge agszressive war., Therefore, he
said, the conference should devote itself to the abolition ef weapons
devoted primarily to aggressive war. fmon the voints advocated by

Ambassadcr Clibscn ' ere ‘ne following: Srccial restrictions for tanlks and

heavy mobile guns, which were censicered te be arms peculiarly for
offensive creratlions: computaticn of the nurber of armed forces on the
basis cf the effectives necessary for the maintenance of internal order
plus some suitable contingent for defense; abolition of lethal gases and .
bacteriological warfare; offective measures to protect civilian populations
against aerial bombing; abolition cof submarines; prolonging the existing
naval agrecments concluded at Vashington and London; proportional reduction

from the figures lald down in the ‘/ashington and London agreenents.

4 PROTCSAL OF MAY 16, 1933 |
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For more than a year the Conference at Geneva struggled with the
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tremendous problems involved -- without making substantial progress.

; . Fresident Roosevelt macde an effort in May 1933 to inject new 1life into the
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'rmaments assembled at Ceneva in Febru:ry 193<.

it the ‘.ashington Confereice of 1922 the princinle of limitaliocu
had been established by treaty for czpital ships of the United States,
France, Great Pritain, Italy, and Japanj at the London Naval Ccuterence of
1930 this principle wes axtended to other Uypes of warships of the United
States, Creat Fritain, and Jaran. rfrior to the opening of the Generall
nisarmament Cenference 1in 1932, these " ere the princinal stexs tzken by the
nations of the world to 1ighten the burcen of large armies 2and navies.

At the besinning of this cenference Ambassacor Hugh Gibson,
speaking for the Inited States delegation, said that civilization was
threatened by the burﬁén and dangers cf the gigsntic machinery of warrare
then being maintained. He recalled that practically all the nations of the
world had pledged themselves not to wsge aggressive war. Therefore, he
said, the conference chould devote itself to the abolition of weapons
devoted primarily to aggressive war. fLmen the vnoints advocated by
Ambassadcr Cibsen rere une following: Svecial restrictions for tanks- and
heavy moblle puns, which were ccnsiccred te be arms neculiarly for
offensive cperations; computaticn of the nurber of armed forces on the
basis cf the effectives necesSsSary for the maintenance of internal order
plus some suitable contingent for defense; abolition of lethal gases and
pbacteriological warfare; offective measures to protect civilian populations
against aerial bombing; abolition ¢f submarines; prolonging the existing
naval agrecments concluded at iashington and London; proportional reduction

from the figures laid down in the “ashington and London agreencnts.,
PROTCSAL OF .MAY 16, 1933

For more than a year the Conference at Geneva struggled with the
tremendous problems involved -- without making substantial progress.

Tresident Roosevelt made an effort in May 1933 to inject new 1ife into the
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Conference. In a message of \May 16 to the heads of o4 governments he stated

that if all nations wculd agree to eliminate entirely from possession and

use the weapons which make poscsible a successful attack, defenses auto-

ratically would become impregnable and the frentiers and independence of

every nation would become secure. Therefore, he said, the ultimstec objective

of the Conference must be "ecomolete eliminstion of all ofensive vicapens!,
His speecific prronosals were: Throuzh a series of stess the weancns of

offensive warfare should be eliminated; the first definite step should be

taken at once: while these steps were being taken no nation should increasc

exlsting armsments over and above the limitations of trecaty obligaticns;
subject to eﬁisting treaty rizhts no nation shnul? send eny armed force of
whatsocvir nature across its own berders.

Tcn days before this MeSEa%Tc 1/as sent, iresicdent Rooscvelt had

madc clear to Dr. Schacht of Germany, Tresident of tre Relchsbank, who was

in Trashington as g snecizl rcpresentative of the Scriman Covernment, that the

United Statcs would insist that Germany roemain iu statu quo in armament and
that we would support every rossiblec cffert to have the offensive armament
of every othur natiorn brousht dewn t¢ the German level. The Fresident
intimsted as strongly as possikle that vc rezarded Cermanv as the "only
possiblc obstacle" to a disarmemciit triaty: that he hoped Dr. Schacht would

cive this point of vicw to Hitler,

STATRUENT OF ¥AY 22, 1933

('ne of the complications arising from the Disarmamcnt Confercice
was that France felt that it could not agree to reduce armaments unless the
-
United States and Great Britain would join vith Francc and other naticns in

a system of collective security to enforce compliance on the nart of

Germany of provisions for arms limitation and rcduction., It was argued that

if Leaguec states took measurcs against an a:sressor nation, therec was no

assurance that the United States would not interfcre with these measures,

In an effort to meet this objccticn and difficulty, Norman K. Davis, Chairman

cf the United States delegation at Geneva, stated to the Confercnce in an

address of May 22, 1933 that the United States was rcady not only tc do its
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nart toward the substantive reduction of armamcents but that if this were
cffeccted by general international agreement, the fnited Statcs was prepared
to contributc in other ways tc the orzanizesticn of pcace. In pezrticular we
vicre willing teo consult other statcs in case of a throat to ncace, with the
view to averting conflict. Furthcrmorc, in the event that the states, in
conference, dctermined that a statce had baen guilty of a breach of the

neace in violation of its internastionul oblipations and took mcasures against
the violator, then the Unitcd States, if it concurred in the judgment
rcndercd as to the responsible 2nd guilty party, would rcfrain from any ac-
tion tending to defcat this cellective offort for e rosteration of peace.

h few dags later the Scazte Comndtiec cn Forcign Relations rejeccted
a prorosal, urged by the Scerct:ry of Statc, which wonld have nermitted this
Government to join with other goveriments in an arms cmbargs azainst an
aggrcssor nation, (Sec page 23.)

Nuring a conversstion on Geleboir 9, 1923 Scerctzrv of State Hull
discusscd with thc German Ambassador at #zsiiincton, Hons Iuther, the
gucstion of disarmament. The 5Scerstary said thet ths curcosc of the
Unitcd Statcs wss the promotion of reacral disormament; that the theory of
this Government was that we should "wage = steady contost for the disarmament
of thc hcavilv armed notions, rather than become »nartiis to a nlan for
others to procced to rearm",

£ nlen was considired by the Misarmament Confcrence for certain
imnediate steps of disarmament and for prosressive limitsticn and recuction
of armaments. France proposcd that instead of agrouing to steps being taken
immediately and progrossively there should be a veriod of trial in which to
test German good faith., Germany rcfused to accent this prrorosal. On
Cctober 14, 1933 Germany withdrew from the Disarmament Conference and on the
same day gave notice of withdrawal from the Leaguc of Nations.
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The Confcrence continued at Cencva, without substantial progr:ss,
Twenty-sswon rontha after its opening, Cheirpan Naorman H. Davie of the

United Statcs delegation made an addrcss to the Conference survcedng the

disarmament situation. In this addrcss of May 29, 1924 Mr, Davis summarized

- - ‘.L - —
= ‘h"f;m'tmh -

J'-".
e




L

pef. Doc. # 401 (2) -4 -

as follows the attitudc and policy of the United States: "ie arc precpared to

coorerate 1in cvery practicablc way in offorts to sccurc a gencral disarmamcnt

aprcement and thus to help nromctc the general peace and progress of the world.

- arc furthermore willing, in conncetion with a gencral disarmamcent convan-
tion, to ncgotiate a univereal pact of non-aggression and to join with other
nations in cenferring cn intcrneticnal oroblems growing out of any treatics
to which ve 2rec a rarty. The United States will nct, howcver, particioate

in Europcan political nczotiaticns and scttlements and will not makec any |
commitment whatever to usc 1ts armed forces for the settlomcnt of any disputc
anywherc. In cffeet, the pel.cy of the United States is to keep out of war,

but to help in cvery possible wsy io discourzze war."
JATANLSE NENUNCI- TICN OF NAVAL TREATY CF 1922

At the cnd of 1934 the Japancse Covernment gave noticc of intontion

tc terminatc the “lashingten Naval Trcatv of 1922,
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