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1 result of this situation Mr. ma
national mayors assoclation anda lormer
plomat in the Japanese Foreign Service, told:

serious mlnded Japanese were not taking as much 1nterest
as they should in local politics. He conixrmcu vhat
the scene was shared by the bosses and the communists.
As one means to bring in good blood, he suggzested that
the nrurge should be reevaluated. He said that a number
of mavors had been elected to office from pre-war days
and continued in office during the war. Their role in
support of the war effort had just been that of any
patriotic nitizen when his country is at war and little
more. Admittedly some had directly assisted in Japan's
agressive intentions and the war, but the mud011ty of
Iuc.jO; s were in tne Cuue;"ory J\.lbto mentioned, Lift ll'l r of
he purge in such cases would bring much needed ;u+1t1-
cal ;A,ericncp and acumen to the local scen,. Yamamoto
said that this feelinz was widely held among the Japanese
people. n this connection it should be nnt d that

there is apprarently a certain dmount of control by purged
political leaders. In my memorandum reports orwarded
under cover o“ Yokohama's Jegpatch No. 168, subject,
Analysis of Hecent Changes 1in I"'ilit.:.iry Jovernuent
Structure in Japan, September 7, 1949, 1 related how

the Legal and Government Ufficer of the hhizacnt dilitary
covernment team told me how his investigation had
substantiated charges that the purged mayor 0.

large city of Numazu still indirectly ran the

1 \J

He said that he had forwarded his report through cnan-

“J

néls but nothing was ever done about the situation. 1
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Nolan tola: :
police were as yet unskilled in learning .
preventing this type of illegal violence.
thousht that the tonari-gumi (neighborhood
system) u*.ﬁld be revived to combat such a !
(For more detailed discussion of the pros an
this wide spread request for revival of the,

SUllil SCC Wy memorandum TEert on the conierel
N x 5 ¢ ") ’, 3. ©
Nobeoka, dated November 23, 1G49.)

Miss Alice Burke who handled the discussion group
relative O t** a ssembly told me she obtained 2 numb e
of questions : mt ull“ extent of women's activi tlc
pol itics in ¢ Z e U States. It should be nov
very f{ew woms 21 present at the meeting 1 ‘

As far as I could x:Cerblin there were ai
in the 1300 persons assembled. The same
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