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The Bronx County Historical Soriety

This Society was founded in 1955 for the purpose
of collecting and preserving manuscripts, books and
historical objects connected with the history and growth
of Bronx County and the heritage of its people, and to
promote knowledge and interest in these fields.

The Society holds nine meetings a year featuring
speakers each of whom specializes in certain phases
of Bronx history. Each talkis enhanced by the use of
films, color slides or exhibits.

Historical tours are made to all sections of our
Borough by automobile, by foot, or by boat, In June
of each year the Society holds a dinner in a location
rich in Bronx history.

As the Society is not endowed, its only source
of revenue is from its membership dues.

TO THE BRONX COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY:

Enclosed please find my check or money order in the
amount of $3.00 for annual membership., O Please

$100. 00 for life membership........... 1 check
$ 1.50 for students up to 16, e envanan O one.
NAITIC, c v s v e sesaneensocssssssrsassoassessessnres
AAATE S5 v v s rrsmssososssnssssssssmstnenrrrss
City.ivenuserseornoes L State....... ZiPe v ov o s
DAL, o v v s cvroavenastssana s rer sty

Please make check or money order payable to THE
BRONX COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY and send to
Treasurer, Arnold B. Joseph, 2512 Tratman Avenue,
Bronx, New York 10461

Memberships start either June or December,
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A LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT

On January 1, 1914, Bronx County began
its formal exlstence, Today, on January 1,
1964, we of the Bronx County Historlcal So--
clety celebrate this golden anniversary and,
at the same time, commemorate it with the
first issue of THE BRONX COUNTY HISTORICAL
SOCIETY JOURNAL.,

Qur society, dating from 1955, is
comparatively young., So too 1s our county
young - the youngest, 1n fact, in the state,
But, both county and society were born to a
great tradition, The county fell heir to the
merories of men like Archer, lorris, and Pell,
Drake, Poe, and Savage, Mon%gomery, Lafayette,
and Farragut, The society fell heir to the
works of men like Bolton, Jenkins, and
Comfort,

For fifty years, Bronx County has built
on its traditions, adding thousands of its
citizens to the ranks of leadership in
government, art, business, and science, And,
since its inception, the Bronx County Histodi-
cal Soclety has, through archeology and
regsearch, bullt on the foundations of early
historians,

It 1s indeed fitting that the soclety
has chosen this Golden Year for the
initiation of a regular Jowrnal, Young and

-growlng, and proud of the past, both our

Historical Soclety and our County look to the
future, We of the Bronx County Historical
Soclety are proud to commemorate the fiftieth
anniversary of Bronx County with the first
issue of our Journal, We look forward to the
research and recording not only of our

county's past but also of its history yet to
be made,

George J, Fluhr
President
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A LETTER FROM THE EDITORS

THE BRONX COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY
JOURNAL was founded to chronicle and in-
terpret the political, economic, and social
history of Bronx County. That history has
been impressive indeed. In four centuries
the Bronx has changed from an area of virgin
forest to a part of the urban complex of
Greater New York City, Its population through
the years has included the names of Van
Cortlandt, Morris, Poe, Flynn, Morgenthau,
and U Thant, Its Instifutions vary from the
seven colleges and universities which make
the county their home to the world famous
Bronx Zoo, The stories of all these, as well
as countless other changes, people,
institutions, sand landmarks which make up
the history of the Bronx will now have a
chance to be told,.

This, then, is the reason for founding
THE BRONX COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY JOURNAL.
We hope that the articles published here
will spur others to deepen and broaden their
kmowledge of the Bronx and its people through
research, It 1s in the interest of such
research that the source material for these
articles are cited, Book reviews are planned
for the future; and an index will appear in
the July issue,

We wish to thank all those whose
constant encouragement and suggestions con-
tributed toward changing THE BRONX COUNTY
HISTORICAL SOCIETY JOURNAL from an idea into
a reality, Among them we must name our late
President Fred E, J, Kracke, the present
President George J, Fluhr, George Dohmann,
Dominic R, Massaro, and those authors who
readily responded %0 our appeals for articles,

Lloyd Ultan

Theodore Kazimiroff
John MeNamara

BEdltors




THE BRONX: A STRUGGLE FOR COUNTY GOVERNMENT
George M, Zoebslein

To most, Bronx County came into ex-
istence only fifty years ago. According to
leglslative statutes, this is true, However,
the background of this political subdivision
shows that its county experience ls not that
recent,

While a Bronx County never existed be~
fore the twentieth century, this does not
mean that the area was aloof from county
functions in the past. In fact, 1its role as
a..center for such operations can give testi-
mony that a "Bronx County" did previously
exist, So insteada of a mere struggle to es-
tablish a unit which ultimately became the
sixty-second and last county to be created
in the State of New York, the struggle for
county government was an unrecognized
movement to regain what previously had been
lost, This, then, 1is the reason for Bronx
County -~ a return to home rule,

. On October 17, 1683, the town of
Westchester was deslgnated the county seat

of the newly created county of Westchester,
one of the ten original counties of New York,!
The Governor approved this choice on November 1,
1683.,2 On November 9, 1683, Benjamin Collier
was appointed the first high sheriff, However,
the County Court did not begin to function
until 1688 when John Pell became the first
Judge.3 The county courthouse was undoubtedly
bullt shortly thereafter at a site that is
immediately behind the present Sunday School
bullding of St. Peter's Church (east of
Westchester Avenue, just south of St. Peters
Avenue),'t Court was held the first Tuesday

of June and of December to hear civil cases
and on the first Wednesday of each December
to hear criminal cases.? Thus it was at this
slte that county government was first es-
tablished 1n the Bronx,

3
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L George M, Zoebelein

As a local seat of governement, the
town grew in size and importance. One of
the factors for this growth was as capital
of the county, it held an open and public
market every week and a county fair twice a
year.6 A most singular honor was hestowed
on Westchester when it was incorporated as
a borough on April 16, 1696, the only other
borough~town_in the entire colony being
Schenectady./ This status entitled the town
to have a mayor and aldermen and represen-
tation in the Colonial Assembly in Rew York.8
The first representative from the borough=-
town of Wegtchester was County Court Judge
Jonn Pell,9 As a borough-town, Westchester
held a Mayor's Court on the first Tuesday
of every month to hear all cases involving
amounts not exceeding twenty pounds. 10 The
first Mayor and ?udge of this court was
Caleb Heathcote.!1 A town hall was to be
bullt to house this court as early as March 31,
1697, but it was not erected until November
1700, The structure was built near the Coun%y
courthouse and, in additlon to-housing the
Mayor's Court, it algo served as the first
St. Peter's Church,12

The county seat remained at Westchester
for seventy-six years, On Saturday, February 4,
1758, the courthouse was destroyed by fire of
uniknown origin,13 Although a new courthouse
was bullt at the sane location, an act passed
the Legislature of December 16, 1758 which
compelled the aldermen to select a new sitae, 1k
Because of the shifting population within the
county, the necessity of selectlng a more
centrai location was to be taken into cone-
sideration, 2 The capital of the county was
finally transferred to white Plalns o
November 6, 1759, and this inaugurated a new
era for the Bronx - one in which it would be
without a county seat for the next century
and a half,16




A Struggle for County Government 5

It was not until January 1, 1898 that
the entire area north of the Harlem River
annexed by a growlng New York City of-
ficlally became known for the first time as-
the Borough of the Bronx, The Commilssioner
of Street Improvements, an officer elected
by the previously annexed area west of the
Bronx River, was replaced by a Borough Presi-
dent, 17 Louis F, Haffen, the incumbent
Commissioner, with the help of a strong
political machine which he had built up, was
elected to_continue in office in this new
capacity, 18 Under the new City Charter,
however, there was no borough autonomy, The
Borough President was merely a figurehead, 9
The legislative and congressional districts
continued as if the area east of the Bronx
River wsre still part of old Westchester
County, 20

It immediately became apparent that
the new City Charter did not grant home rule,
and a true county status for the Bronx was
freelg and seriously discussed for the first
time, 21 The first published material to
suggest that the Borough of the Bronx become
a separate county was in a letter to John
Davis, which was published in the North Side
News in 1898 or 1599. The suggestion was. ..
brought about by the fact that a lower Bronx
asgembly district was bilsected by the Harlem
River, Many clashes for leadership were
fought by the Bronx and Manhattan segments
of this district, It was felt that the
problem could be solved only by the erection
of a separagte Bronx County, since assembly
districts had to be confined within a county,
Consequently, the first Bronx County bill was
introduced in the Leglslature in 1900 by
Senator Richard H, Mitchell and Assemblyman
William E, Morris, The bill subseguently died
in committee, <22

In the next two years, no bill was
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submitted to create a Bronx County, the only
supp05§ for one coming from the North Side
News, This idea was overshadowed.by the
t for a new City Charter which would

decentralize governmental operations within
the city., The Taxpayers Alliance, a band of
six groups representing thirty-seven organi-
zations, and Borough President Haffen, a
prominent civil engineer, who was also a
staunch advocate of "Home Rule of Local
Improvements," led the fight to a victorious
conclusion, e new ﬁparter became effective
on January 1, 1902,2

This new "independence" for the Bronx
coineided with the beginning of the Bronx
Bar Assoclation in 1902, A year later,
interest in creating a Bronx County agaln
began in earnest., The Bronx Bar Agsociation
almost unanimously adopted a Egsolution
favoring a Bronx County bill, The great
inerease in population, the erection of
numerous buildings, and the resulting
transfer of proper%y and other matters re-
lating to real estate became so heavy that
a commlssion was appointed by the North Side
Board of Trade to bring before the Legls~
lature a blll to form a new county to be
called Bronx County,?

In the same year, H, Gerald Chapin, a
staff writer for the North Slde News, gave
a talk before the North. Side Board.of Trade,
which seemed to rekindle an interest in a
Bronx County. He indicated that he wanted
the proposed county to include Mount Vernon,
Yonkers, and New BRochelle., He said that
these oities were against the measure because
they were fearful of being denied a voice in
a bigger city. Bventually if these areas were
not part of a Bronx County, when they would
become built up, one side of the street would
be in the Bronx and the other in Mount
Vernon, he warned. Chapin pointed out that
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the fees paid by the Bronx to New York
County were ample to run a separate county,
Thereafter, a resolutlion was adopted by the
Board of Trade calling for a Bronx County,
and citing as its reasons the natural
geographical boundaries of the Bronx and
the numerous delays in court cases in
Manhattan, 27

On January 25, 1904, a bill calling
for a Bronx Countg was in%roduced by Senator
John A, Hawkins,20 Two days later, Albert E,
Davls, President of the North Slde Board of
Trade, called for its passage, put the bill
was doomed to die in committee,<Y Thereafter,
a Bronx County bill was introduced each year
in the Legig%ature until it passed and
became law,. There were numerous reasons
why such a bill did not pass in the im-
mediately ensulng years, The earliest and
greatest handicap to a new county was that
the public thought that a new city or other
new government would arise apart from New
York City.31 It was also thought that
Tammany Hall was using its influence to
prevent such a blll from passing because the
establishment of a county would mean a loss
of power for that organization in the area, 32

Active support for the erection of the
Borough of the Bronx into a separate count
was glven by the Bar Association in 1905,
They supported a measure which was introduced
by Senator Hawkins and Assemblyman Everett on
March 11, 1905 at the request of the Associ-
ation of the Bronx, the Taxpayers Allilance,
and the Twenty-third Ward Property Owners
Association, These groups pointed out that
the Bronx was the only borough of the city
that was not a county, although it exceeded
the combined population of Queens and
Richmond. and had real and personal property
twlee as great as that of Queens, They. .. -
emphasized that apy court action involving
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amounts over $500, the trying of any crimi-
nal case, and the recording o all deeds
had to be done in Manhattan,3% On April 15,
a delegation spoke in favor of the bill
before the Judiciary Committee, The bill
was reported out the next day only to be
recommitted and consigned to 1ts usual
death,3? Some people speaking against the
bill contended that with the coming of the
rapid transit subway, travel to Manhattan
would no longer be an inconvenience. Never-
theless, welghing everything, there appeared
to be no strong argument against creating a
Bronx County except that in political
matters it might ally itself with Erooklyn
to the detriment of Tammany Halle3

The Bronx Bar Association had made
moderate advances in improving the Bronx and
in arousing self-interest in the area. Une
significant contributilon that 1t had helped
to achieve was the erection of a nevw
courthouse at .Third Avenue and 161 Street
L vas pailt with the view that it would
some day house the County Courte37 Within
the Bronx itself, the Bronx County proposal
was not a political question; not one civic
group was opposed to the idea at that time,
It was thought that the Democrats were
solidly in favor of the county proposal and
that even the Republicans were not opposed
to having a Bronx County, since J. Homer
Hildreth, President of the Bronx Bar Associ-
ation and a leading Republican, was laboring
zealously, persistently, and efrectively,
for the county ildea,3

If any significant opposition was
found., it could be traced to only a few
Repubiican leaders, Local Republican oppo-
sition was this weak because the idea was
put forth to include Mount Vernon, New
Rochelle, and Yonkers in the new county in
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order to achieve an equal number of Re-
publican and Democratic voters,39 In fact,
it was a common thought that the various
rallroad lines would compel these and
other cities, including Tarrytown, White
Plains, and Port Chester, to become part
of the Bronx and to rival Manhattan in
greatness, 0 However, one popular prejudice
against forming a county was that real
estate interests would be injured; it was
believed that i1t would probably be more
difficult to get loans on good property.
This suggestion was ridiculed by Adolph C,
Hottenroth, President of the Taxpayers
Alliance, Politicians outside of the Bronx
also became envious of Borough President
Haffen's success in contributing to the
growth of businﬁ?s and public improvements
in the borough,

On February 22, 1906, Assemblyman
John B, Cohalan introduced a Bronx County
bill, There was much interest aroused in
the bill that year, However, it died, as
did similar bills introducea by Assemblyman
George M. S. Schulz in 1907 and in 1908,
Delegations went to Albany in support of the
1907-08 measures, but to no avail., All this
time, however, the Bronx Bar Assoclation
gave out leafiets to property owners and
civic bodies expla&ping why a separate
county was needed, t¢ It was generally con-
ceded that Republican legislators refused
to create a Bronx County, not because they
were agalnst the idea, but because the act
would create a new Democratic county, and
the Republicans thought that the Democratic
counties, in the State were too numerous
already.+3 .

In 1909, George M, S. Schulz, now a
Senator, again introduced a Bronx éounty
bill, Instead of the Republicans belng
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A Struggle for County Government 11

who was the leader of the Twenty-third
District, to give the election to the in-
dependent Democrat, Cyrus C, Miller. Miller
won by a majority of 3,091 voles over
Murphy, A coalition of Republican and in-
dependent Democrats wo& all the posts for

' Alderman in the Bronx,+8

The Bronx County bill was again filed

by Senator Schulz in 1910 and eventually

. suffered the same fate as had all such pre-
vious bills. One factor in this result was
that Charles Murphy, the head of Tamﬁany,
now refused to approve a nhew county, 9 More
important was the discontent of the Bronx
leaders with Murphy's political machine
which had sacrificed the regular Democrats
in supporting Haffen in a losing bid, The
discontent was so great that the district
leaders were making independent decisions
and that BEugene McGuire and Arthur Murphy,
both distriet leaders, refused a suggestion
from Tammany to nominate a wealthy
Maphattanite to run for Congress, although
a $20,000 campaign fund was offered in his
behalr, Furthermore, Eugene McGuire was
still irritated over the fact that Charles
Murphy did not give him a spot on the New
York County ticket., To add to the confusion,
the Tammany organization was more lnterested
in trying to get a Democrat slected Gover-
nor, Thus,patronage giveg to Bronx Democrats
fell to an all time low, 20

The year 1911 saw the Democrats take

control of the State government.?l Senator
Stephen J, Stilwell, a Bronx Democrat, had
the honor of introducing the bill that year,52
Excitenent ran high with the feellng that the
Bronx County blll would finally pass and much
public interest was aroused in favor of i1ts

. passage. The general belief was that the
Republicans feared a new Democratic county
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and thus opposed it, However, the Republicans
in the Assembly were in favor of the bill
that year.23 Nevertheless, the measure was
finally killed on June 21, 1911 when Senator
Stilwell withdrew it and Joined in a bi-
partisan filibuster against it, He had lost
interest in it a month previously when a
referendun amendment was attached to the bill,
He had sald publicly that such a referendumn
would show Bronx support for separation from
New York County, but that he had withdrawn
the bill because it had no chance to pass.
Privately, it seems that he had made a deal
with Tammany to receive favors in return for
its withdrawal. This was 1lndicated by the
fact that the other bills of both Senators
from the Bronx, Stilwell and Griffin, had
been passing smoothly through the Senate, A

The district leaders were restless in
the Bronx that year. Arthur I, Murphy and
other Bronx district leaders resigned from
Tammany Hall. Charles Murphy believed that
the effect of these resignations would blow
over, but his followers were fearful because
these leaders were responsible for the large
majorities in the Democratic column in the
past, As for the Bronx Democrats, they felt
that Charles Murphy's grip on the Bronx
could Ee broken only by crushing him at the
polls. 5 Although Tammany won by a narrow
margin in the City that November, its
leader's eyes were opened by the election of
four Republican Assemblymen and all but one
of the Rep%blican candidates for Alderman 1in
the Bronx, 6

Now feeling strong as a result of the
blow they had struck "Downtown Tammany," the
Bronx Democratic leaders were frank about
those opposed to a.Bronx County. They said
that Charles Murphy seemed to think that a
separate county was a good thing until the
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American Real Estate Company, Henry
Morgenthau, and George Johnson went to see
the Tammany leader and told him that they
were opposed to it, Thus, the Bronx leaders
argued, these.large realtors had more influ-
ence than Bronxites, They said that this had
caused them so much humiliation that they
had resigned from Tammany Hall, They admite-
ted that Murphy might have feared that the
area would get beyond his control and that
this might have been one of the reasons for
his opposition. However, they asserted that
if 1t had not been for the opposition of the
real estate dealers, Murphy would have been
in favor of a Bronx County.

After the election of 1911, the citi-
zens of the Bronx made preparations to make
sure that a Bronx County bill would be en-
acted at the 1912 sesslon of the Leglslature.
Thus, on November 16, 1911, the Bronx Demo-
eratic district leaders held a conference at
the home of Representative Ayres 1ln Riverdale
to discuss the formation of a separate county,
The meeting, which was the first without
downtown Democrats, produced pledges of sup-
port for the Bronx County bill. In addition
to choosing the motto, "Bronx for the
Bronx," they were careful to point out that
the fees paid by Bronx residents to New York
County would amply govar the cost of a new
county government.5 ‘

On December 6, 1911, three hundred
civic groups were represented at a meeting
at the Bronx Church House, 171 Street and
Fulton Avenue, to discuss the movement to
establish a proposed new county, This meeting
was necessary because the work became Too
great for the Bronx Bar Associatlion's Bronx
County Committee to handle alone, Businessmen
and people in political office attended,
ineluding George M. S. Schulz who suggested
the formation of a "Committee of 150,"
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Another convention was held on December 1l
at Niblo's Garden, & popular watering spot
at Third Avenue and 170 Street, There, citl-
zens representing various geographicai areas
of the borough were picked to serve ol the
Committee of 150, or, as it was sometimes
¥nown, the BronX County Committee, The Com-
mittee was formally organized on January 2k,
1912 at a meetling held in the Y.W.H.A,
building at 165 Street and Boston BRoad.
Henry K, Davis, who had neaded the Bar As-
sociation's Bronx County Commlttee since
1905, was chosen chalrimall, The function of
the Committee was to carry on the fight,
draft leglslation and arrange for further
public demongtrations in support of a Bronx
County bill,??

As the legislative session opened on
January 3, 1912, the Bronx County bill was
introduced by Senator gtilwell, This time,
he was jolned by Assemblyman Morris Schector,
a Bronx Republican. There were high hopes for
its passage. However, there was a Iumor that
Tammany leader Murphy made a deal with As-
gembly Republicans to kill it, although
Murphy had publicly announced that he was
in favor of the creation of a countye Sena-
tor Stilwell, by his subsequent agtions,
practically confirmed this rumor,00 Never-
theless, the Bronx County Committee began to
rally support for the measure bY contacting
all social, church, trade, labor, and fra-
ternal groups throughout the borough,©?

Meanwhile, another Broix County bill
calling for a referendum by Bronx voters was
introduced on January 23, 1912 by Assembly-
man John Yule and genator Josiah T, Newcomb
from Manhattan. A hearing was scheduled
before the Jolnt Committee on Internal Af-
fairs at the same time, and Senator Stilwell
predicted that half of the voters in the
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Bronx would come to Albany to attend the
hearing, It seemed that upstate Republicans
would support any of these Bronx County
bills, since either would prevent a shift in
control of the Republican Westchester County
to New York Clty, and it was felt that a
Bronx County cogid be kept under the control
of Westchester,

Real estate men, particularly those in
the North Side Board of Trade opposed the
bill, In fact, Clarence H, kelsey, President
of the Title Guarantee and Trust. Company,
said that larger offices and more money for
furniture and clerical work would be needed
if it passed, Julius T. Tobias, one of the
prominent men to first advocate a separate
county said that the Bronx was dominated by
Tammany Hall and by realtors, some of whom
did not even live in the Bronx,

" On February 13, the meeting of the
Internal Affairs Committee was held, For ‘the
occasion, a train was charted, and 450
people wearing whilte silk badges enscribed
"Home Rule and Bronx County" arrived in
Alvany, Capitol reporters termed it the _
largest and best appearing group in years,©3
A list of speakers was heard and a convinclng
closing argument was given by Louls 0, Van
Doren, a prominent Bronx lawyer, The oppo-
nents of the bill numbered about twenty

“people, b

An amendment calling for a referendum
in the Borough of the Bronx was tacked onto
the Stilwell bill on February 28 by opponents
of a Bronx County to make the bill unconsti-
tutional, thereby nullifying the whole
measure, 1t was agreed that this maneuver
represented a compromise between Stilwell
and Tammany Hall, Tammany would now support
the bill., Senate majority leader, Robert F,
Wagner, attempted to have the referendum
apply to all of New York County, but he
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f£inally accepted a Bronx-only vote.65 An
official Bronx flag was adopted on March 1
by Borough President Miller, but whether
this action helped the passage of the Bronx
County bill is questionable,06 The bill
finally passed the Senate by a vote of 34 to
6 on Marcn 13, and the Assembly on March 20
by a vote of 106 to 6. Some legislators who
voted for the bill were still opposed to it,
put consented to an expression of the will
of the people of the Broox in the referendui,
In fact, the reason why the Republicans voted
for the bill was because the new county
would not begin to operate until 1914, The
feeling prevalled among them that the Demo-
oets would win at the polls in 1912,67 The
Democratic and Republican County Commlttees
of New York were both opposed to the bill
and presented their side to the voters.o

In early April, a hearing on the bill
was held by the Governor, and was attended
by opponents of the bill, and by a small
representative group of the Committee of %50,
including Senators Stilwell and Griffin,6
On April 19, 1912 the Bronx County bill,
which included the referendum of dubious
legalitg was Tinally signed by Governor John
A, Dix.70

The months before the referendun was
to be held saw both sildes wage 2 vigorous
battle., Proponents for a Bronx County con=-
tacted property owners to assure them that
no new taxes would arise from a separate
county, Opponents started to hold frantic
demonstrations and give harrowing pilctures
of bankruptcy, These people declarea seriously
that the cost of county administration would
be so great that a county tax would be estab-
lished, and that it would be a crushing bur-
den on the people so that homes would have
to be sold to pay taxes. However, the
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upcoming United States presidential electlion
and the talk about tariff revision and
currency reforu overshadowed interest in the
Bronx County question,/1

n Tiovember 5, 1912, Bronx voters went
to the polls to answer the question, "Shall
the territory within the Borough of the
Bronx be erected into the County of Bronx?"72
The voters answered "yes' by 38,872 to
28,27%,73 The first BPronx County position was
filled on January 1, 1913, when John A, Mason
was appointed Commissioneﬁ of Jurors by
Governor William Sulzers?

However, there was still another
nurdie to be cleared before the Bronx as a
county could legally exist, About two months
after Governor DiXx signed the Bronx County
Act, Joseph J. Mchenna was alledged to have
straneled to death a youlg girl, Sigfrid
Eckstrom, on June 6, 1912, The case was
tried before Judge ﬁosalsky in the Court of
General Sessions, the county court of New
York County, and subseaquently, McKenna was
convicted of murder on Letober 25, 1912,7
Justice Seabury sitting ip Special Term
upheld the conviction,gé The case was finally
presented to the Appellate Division of the
Supreme Court, where it wes argued that
McKenna should have beed indicted by a grand
jury in Bronx County. This court again upheld
the murder verdict, but the majority opinion
delivered by Presiding Justice Ingraham on
Japuary 18, 1913 also stated that the ir-
regular me%hod of selecting county offlcers
iy the Bronx, which obliged them to serve
two distinct counties until January 1, 191k,
made the whole Bronx County Act inoperative.’/7

Immediately, there was a call for the
passage of a nev éronx County bill, However,
the New York Times praised the decision of
the Appeliate Livision, It called the blill
thighhanded" and saild that the Legislature
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had not only blundered, but had passed a
bill unwise in principie. Furthermore, it
favored the Citizens Union plan to consoli-
date all the counties of New York City into
one, and indicated that an expensive plan
of segregation favored only a cabal of
politicians who wanbed offices, and polit-
ically favored congractors who would erect
public buildings.7©¢ Nevertheless, Senator
Stilwell filed another Bronx County bill on
January 27, 1913, 79

The McKenna case was entered in the
court of Appeals on January 17, 1913, and
argued on February 6. The arguments revolved
around whether people of a restricted
locality could determine whether a law
should become operative, Attorney Louls O,
Van Doren defended this proposition, 0«
Justice Hiscock, writing the majority
opinion, stated on March 14, 1913 that the
Legislature did not err, ané had the power
to pass a bill groviding for a referendum
on ihe measure,dl Bronx Borough President
Miller expressed his disappointment at the
decision by stating that the new county
would only aid Tammany by creating new jobs
and that more money would be spent needless-
1y.82 Immediately after the court's decision,
the name of the "Association of the Bar of
the Borough of the Bronx, in the City of New
York" was changed-to the "pssociation of the
Bar of the County of Bronx Incorporated, "3

Senator Stilwell Fa%her of the Bronx
County Act, was accuseé in early April, 1913,
by G. H, Kindall, President of the New York
Bank Note Company, of demanding a bribe in
order to get a bill affecting the New York
Stock Exchange, with whom Kinéall had a feud,
on the Senate i‘loor.‘gbr Stilwell was tried by
the'Sggate and received a lukewarm exonhera=
tion,85 However, he was brought before Civil
Court, and on May 28, he was convicted, He
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subsequently served two years in ja11.86

Each of the political parties Jockeyed
for position in order to clalm the new
county offices, District leader Bugene
McGuire set.up an organilzation to challange
Charles Murphy's hold on the Bronx, However,
other Democrats wanted a younger, more
liberal man to become Bronx Coun%y leader,
and eventgally Arthur H, Murphy was elected
chairman, 87 Previously, Arthur lMurphy was
chosen by Tg@many, put he had declined that
nomingtion, There was so much opposition
to the Tammany machine that a Bronx Fusilon
ticket was formed among the Republican and
Progressive (Bull Moose) Parties and the
Bronx Jefferson Union and other independent
groups, In the end, Douglas Mathewson, a
Republican, won the borough presidency,
doTeating the Democrat, Richard K. Mitchell,
by a vote of 34,691 to 25,992, The Bronx
Fusionists won three of the four Assenbly
seats, and the Democrats won the other,

By an omission in the Bronx County
Act, there was no provislon for anyone to
set up the various county offices, Therefore,
the officers-elect had to do 1t themselves
without explieit authority,?0 Nevertheless,
on January 1, 1914, the County was inaugurated
in the courthouse at 161 Street and Third
Avenue. So, after a century and a half, a
county seat was again established in the
Bronx. Anyone who had any hand in finally
creating Bronx County was there, except ex-
Senator Stilwell who was still in jail. The
first official county act was performed by
Judge Louis D, Gibbs, who signed the bond of
District Attorney Francis Martin, Some of
the other officials in the new county were
Surrogate George M. S, Schulz, Public Admin-
istrator Ernest E., L, Hammer, Sherilff J. F,
0'Brien, County Clerk J, V, banley, and
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Registrar Bdward Polak, The first Grand Jury
foreman was George B, Cortelyou, President
of the Consolodated Gas Company, 91

Lawyers were pleased with the hew
county bhecause of the convenience of the new
law courts. But some disadvantages also
arose, Most lawyers had to keep two offices,
thelr old one at City Hall, and a new one in
the Bronx, Thus, it meant %wo court calendars,
longer hours, appointment dlfficulties, and
more expenses, but it was thought that these
arrangements were to be temporary until Bronx
clients knew Ehe locations of the lawyers!'
new offices.?

The Bronx has always been a unigue
county. It has never possessea any land or
pald any salaries; both duties are performed
by the City of New York, Yet Bronx County
will always remain, for as Louls O, Van Doren
sald when dedicating the new County Court on
January 6, 191%, "We read fow and then of
statements in tﬂe papers by certalin persons
to have countises abolished, They say these
things elther through ignorance of the his-
tory of our State or because of a profound
distrust in the capacity of the American
people for their own local self-government
Bronx County is established for all tine, 193
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A SHORT HISTORY OF THE BRONX
COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY

John McNamara

When, f1fty years ago, the Bronx became
a county in its own right, there was no such
organization known as The Bronx County
Historical Society, There were several
civic-minded groups which acted in a quasi-
higtorical capacity, however. The Bronx
Beautiful Soclety desighed a county flag,
The Bronx Council of Arts and Soiences was
active for many years, and commemorative
tablets and dedications found all over the
borough attest to its historical interests,
Historian and Borough President Cyrus Miller
was closely connected with such socleties,
but when his title of Bronx Historian passed
to Dr. Theodore Kazimiroff, nonhe of these
organizations were left, Invariably, after a
falk on Bronx history, the Doctor would be
bombarded with questions, and a recurring
one was, 'Why doesn't the Bronx have a
historical society?"

This question was also persistently
asked of Bert Gumpert of The New York Post
who, in his daily "Bronx Bandwagon" column
showed an interest in local history, One day
in September, 1955, journalist Gumpert wrote
in his column, "Why is there no Bronx His-
torical Socilety?? There should be onel If
one is not in existence one month from today,
I shall start one,"

October, 1955 came and no society had
been established, so Bert Gumpert set about
to start one, The New York Post columnist
and a small group of about six.others met in
Dr, Kazimiroff's office and 1laid the ground-
work for The Bronx County Historical Society,
By word of mouth, and publicity in the "Bronx
Bandwagon" column and in the "The Bronx in
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History" column, written by Martin Gross of
the weekly Bronx Press~Review, the first
official meeting was advertised,

Interested Bronxites werse invited %o
meet in the West Farms branch of the New
York Public Library in November, 1955, There,
bylaws, a constitution, and a charter of
jncorporation were hammered out in ofttimes
stormy sesslons and, precariously and stum-
blingly, the infant Soclety began to function.
Pittingly, Dr. Kaziniroff was elected Presi-
dent, and the other offices were subsequently
filled by enthusiastic and dedlcated amateur
historians. Bert Gumpert declined to hold
office, but continued to lend his aid to the
fledgling Societye.

The handful of founders that met in Dr.
Kazimiroff's office has grown through the
years to 150 members, Soon after its early
beginnings, the Soclety outgrew the public
1ibrary at West Farms and in March, 1956, 1t
transferred its meetings to the Bronx Reler-
ence Center off Fordham Road, Growing pains
again forced the Soclety to migrate and,
since December, 1961, through the courtesy
S Reverend William Kalaidjian, 1t has used
the hall of the Bedford Park Congregational
Church for temporary headquarters.

in these years, Dany people helped
make The Bronx County Historical Society an
active and vital force in the communitys.
Thus, the members were saddened in 1960 by
the death of President Joe Duffy, who had
succeeded Dr, Kazimiroff in office in 1958.
His place was ably taken by Fred Ee Je
Kracke who, too, died in office in March,
1963, Vice President Ray Kelly finished Mr.
Kracke's term until George ¥luhr was elected
to office in May, 1963, Two other active

Sf,mh@gbggséhaﬁe also pasged oni Migs Coralie -
1o .‘HD oher 4 ; _ ;
“precordg on the anclent town of Westchester

a Trustée of the Soc¢lety, winose '
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included those of her pre-Revolutionary
ancestors, and Mr, Frederick Haacker, who
had conducted fihe research into local
Revolutionary histery,

Through the efforts of these and
countless other people, the Society wilth its
different activities has brought the varied
richness of Bronx history to the attentlon
of its members., Once a month, the Soclety
hears a speaker on some aspect of the Bronx
past, Obsolete transportation, such as
horsecars, trolleys, and boats, was once
detailed by Joe Duffy. Talks on Bdgar Allan
Poe, the Morris graveyard, Indian encamp-—
ments and trails Revolutionary battles, Gay
Nineties beergaréens the village of
Westchester, lost isiands and inland canoe
routes, exploratory "digs,” and many more
topics have been discusseé through the years
in which the Society has been actlve, Tape
recordings of these talks are kept in the
custody of Curator Theodore Schliessman,

The Society has also endeavored to have
members present at all official ceremonies
of groundbreaking, cornerstone-laying, brildge-
opening, and other civi¢ and milltary dedi-
cations, Taped recordings and photographs of
the events have been kept, and are in the
Society archives,

Tours afoot, in motorcade, and aboard
ship have taken members of the Soclety to
every sector of the Bronx, These trips in-
cluded the visilt to Hart Island, the "dig"
near Spuyten Duyvil, where scores of Soclety
members were lnstructed in the elementary
techniques of excavating a Revolutionary War
site, and the first charted boat trip from
City Island.

A phase of Bronx history was commemo-
rated when, in November, 1960, the Society
placed a new bronge tabiet on Glover's Rock
in Pelham Bay Park, Immediately afterward,
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plans to. mark the gites of Pell's purchase
and of Howe's landing on Throgg's Neck were
discussed, and the members hope they will
see the fruition of these projects in the
future,

An Anniversary Dinner 1s held each
June at a historlc spot, and this has be-
come a tradition. The Society has dined at
Crow Hill, Fort Number Eight Ox Meadow Point,
and King's Brildge.

The goal of the Soclety is to have 1its
own headquarters and the members hope to
move into the borough's last remaining house
of the Revolutionary period. Called variously
the Valentine House, the Varian House, and
the' Valentine-Varian House, this weathered
fieldstone home has a historlc connectlon
with the War of Independence and with General
George Washington, Standing on the helghts
near Gun Hill Road, it would be a fitting
meabing place for the 8oclety, and an appro-
priate home for 1ts archives, artifacts, and
memorabilia., From such a locatilon, The Bronx
County Historical Soclety could bulld upon
{ts foundations and, in the future continue
to educate and inform the people o% the
Bronx. of the richness of their past,
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I GREW UP WITH THE BRONX

Bert Sack

The party was over, and the guests
were putting on their gaiters and mufflers,
My uncle went to get a lantern to light the
way to the trolley car. Outside it was still,
with only a dog's bark to break the silence
of the night, This pastoral picture was not
way out in the "sticks," but in the Bronx
about the year 1900, It has been my good
fortune to live through and witness the vast
growth and changes in the Bronx since the
early Nineteen-hundreds,

The good old days in the Bronx - what
were they like? I was there, I saw, and I
remember, Imagine walking ten blocks for an
ice cream soda. L did, I had to walk from
Fox Street to Zeman's at McKinley Square and
to Steiner's bakery next door to it for cake
for Sunday's company, We did have a bakery
nearby on Home Street, run by Mr, Wilde,
where rye bread was sold at four cents for
a small and eight cents for a large loaf, 1
recall a day when my grandmother gave me a
quarter to get mllk down the street, The
owner, by error, gave e twenty-five cents
worth of milk instead of the quart I was
supposed to get. My grandmother nearly raised
the roof of the store because milk sold at
about four cents a quart and she did not know
what she would do with the five extra quarts.

The family shopping was done on Satur-
days. We went down to Third Avenue, which in
those days was already the Hub of the Bronx =~
with a difference., The main stores were lo-
cated from 142 Street to 150 Street, There
were Weisbart'!s and Roger's Department
Stores, Hitchcock's Fish Market, Rafter's
coffee and tea market, the Westchester Cloth-
ing Store, and Blackman's sporting good and
stationery store. Fellows and Smith were on

29
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the site of the present Hearns Store, and
seross the street was Lyons and Chabot
Department Store. Fried's was up at about
153 Street, Furniture row, which dncluded
such stores as Guttags, Pisers, Fennels, and
Baumans, was at 150 Street and Westchester
Avenue,

Recreation was as simple in those days
as transportation was difficult, A favorite
pastime on a summer Sunday afternoon was to
visit the neighbor's gardens., Besides the
gardens, nearly all our neighbors had sonme
kind of frult trees, and when they ripened,
we would swap fruit, Our back yard had two
cherry trees,planted by my uncles, Our near-
est neighbor, the Clemens, had a pear tree.
Others had peach trees ané grape arbors. The
only theater I remember in those days was
the Metropolisg at ii42 Street and Third Ave-
nue, .which ran a stock company. Oh Kgs,
there was a peany arcade at about 1 Street
and Third Avenue, The nearest vaudeville
house was the Alhambra at 126 Street in
Ma.nhattanc

Transportation, while rugged, was cheap,
The fare was, of course, five cents, and for
three cents more, we received a transfer to
the Third Avenue El, The originatl terminus
of the El was at 129 Street, which was also
the end of the line for most trolley routes
in the Bronx, The original trolley lines, as
I remember them, were the Boulevard (or Huck-
leberry) line; Westchester Avenue linejBoston
Road line; Webster Avenue line; 161 Street
line; Sedgwlck Avenue line, which started at
161 Street and Third Avenue; and Tremont Ave-
nue line, West Farms Square was the terminus
of lines coming down from the North: the
Mount Vernon, West Mount Vernon, wWhite Plalns
Avenue, and Williams Bridge lines, Long be-
fore the auto, Bronxites took Sunday trips
into the country by trolley car to such
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places as Glen Island, #ye Beach, and Hudson
Park, Some of these trips took hours and
required many fares. A popular recreation
spot for Bronxltes was North Beach., In order
to get there, weé boarded a boat at Port
Morris at about 136 Street and the Bast
River.

A favorite sport today 1s skiing, but
it cannot compare with riding down the hill
on a toboggan on Fox Street at breakneck
speed three blocks almost up to Freeman
Street. The snow and ice brought fun, but
also woes to us in those 4ays. A heavy snhow
storm would not only slow up the trolley

head wires, and no cars could run, The only
way then to get home was to use "Shanks
Mare" (our own Two feet), Many the time
during the winter owr gas line would freeze
up and my uncles would have to thaw it out.
With all this, the clean, white snow and
Jack Frost nandiwork made thse winter beauti-

Another way for a family to enjoy the
outdoors was to hire a surrey apnd drive up
to Thwaltes in City Island for shore dinner,
Dinner must have peen a lot cheaper then
because we could afford to bring about eight
of us in the carrlage to Thwaltes.

one of our nelghbors, Mr. John De Hart®,
an architect who planned many of the local
houses, including the one I was born 1in, had
a pony cart with wicker back seats, and
often took me for a ride, One Sunday, after
he had just bought a steam car, he took me
for my first auto ride, That was a real
thrill., Mr, Gaffney who later built about
fifty small houses In our part of the Bronx,
also got a sieamer and his and Mr. De
Hart's were the oniy autos in the neighbor-
hood for a long time,

while the lower Bronx around 138 Street
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was well built up, our sectlon was still
rural, Prospect Avenue seemed to be the
dividing line, though even there, there were
many fine houses set back with large lawns.
Coming down the hill from Prospsect Avenue
on the Westchester Avenue trolley, we could
see farms streching southward almost to 156
Street, and northward to Tiffany Street.
Tiffany, Vyse, Fox, Hoe, Bristow, and
Chisholm were all names taken from the many
estates which were to the south and north
of Westchester Avenue, Where the Loew's
Boulevard theater now stands, I picked .many
sweet sickle pears., There were natural
springs at the. Hunts Point Avenue station
of the New Haven Rallroad. Later, a busi-
negs~minded fellow put in a pipe and sold
the water to the nearby familles who sent
their servant girls there with bottles each
evening,

‘Another mode of travel in my early
days was the stage coach. A day's picnle
was spent at Hunt'!s Point by taking a coach
at what is now Crames Square, We had our
choice- of going either to Barretto or Hunt's
Points, Another coach went to. Clason Point,
starting.about one block south of where the
St. Lawrence- subvwiay station 1s now, A large
stagecoach holding about forty left
Westchester Square for Pelham Bay Park or
for Lohbauers for clambakes.

Commercially in those days, the Bronx
was the plano hub of the country. Centering
around 138 Street were the factorles of Pease,
Waters, Newby and Evans, and many others, The
brewing industry was well represented by many
‘plants on St, Ann's Avenue, including Ebllngs
and ‘Hupfels; and up on Third Avenue between
168 and 169 Streets were Mayers, Elchlers,
and others. Eblings used to age thelr beer in
caves under Bagle Avenue,

When we thought of beer in those days,
we also thought of beer gardens and pilcnic



IECTIITP S

LT

ACTETIEA L e

3 | Bert Sack

grounds., There were many, including Hoffman's,
Zeltner's at 170 gstreet and Third Avenue, one
2t 149 Street and St, Ann's Avenue, and an-
other at Prospect Avenue and 167 Street.’
When two of my aunts and an uncle first
ceme to Fox Street, they had to walk across
fields to get to P. S. 90-at 163 Street and
Eagle Avenue because no streets had beel lald
out between Fox Street.and the school. The
principal then was BEvander Childs, whose hame
1g immortalized by the Evander Childs High
School. My schooling started at P, S. 20 at
167 Street, The school was bullt at the re-
quest of the property owners of the neigh-
borhood, who went down” to the Board of Bdu-
Do tion in 1895 to ask for it. It was built
in 1896, the year in which I was born, In
my day, when there was & storm or bad weather,
Miss Mary A curtis, the principal of BP. S.
20, kept ms in gchool Hill 2130, instead of
sending us home for 1unch at twelve olclock.
T was lucky becausé I grandmother would come
across the gtreet from our nouse with a sand-
wich for me, The original building of P, S.
o0 was.only two stories high, but later, the
firgt annex was added, I had the unigque
pleasure of speaking last year in the origi-
nal assembly rocm of the school that 1 had
attended nearly sixty years before, When the
Bronx started to grov, a new school was pullt
on Longwood Avenuej Mrs. Lichtenstein was the
principal. The population was o small, the
gchool opened practically wilthout pupiis.
A1l this rural atmosphere could not
1g8t forever. In 1903, I watched the building
of the elevated struc%ure of the subway on
Southern Boulevard from our window on Fox
Street, The next yeal, 1904, the subway
started operating, but not in the Bronx. Ihe
terminus was at 745 street and LenoX Avenuse,
In the meantime, the gecond Avenue El came
up by a spur atb 149 Street as far as Freeman
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Street., Finally, about 1905, through service

" was opened to Bronx Park by subway.

This was the beginning of the end of
the Bronx as the home of farms and estates,
The Tiffanys, Foxes, and all the other old
families soon abandoned their homes, Many
streets, such as Fox, Tiffany, and Kelly,
which had ended at Westchester Avenue, were
cut through to Intervale Avenue, A Sunday
pastime then was the inspection of the new
flats being built, One of the first was the
pioneer at the northwest corner of Simpson
Street and.Westchester Avenue, The first
real estate boom was started by the American
Real Estate Company, who bullt at Westchester
Avenue from Simpson Street to Southern Boul-
evard., They also built a large house at 163
Street between Fox and Simpson Streets. This
was, for a long time, the only house on 163
Street from Intervale Avenue to Southern
Boulevard, .It did not take long before the
rest of Simpson, Fox,, Tiffany, and Kelly
Streets were fiiled~mith flats. The change
had started, Southtrn Boulevard, which had
boasted of one bullding between Westchester
Avenue and 163 Street, an annex for P, S, 20,
soon became a market place,

The .building boom also brought about an
ethnic change, The first newcomers were Ger-
nan=-American families, Soon? they were dis-
placed by many Jewish families from Harlem,
Following them came the Jewlsh people from
the Bast Side, During World War II, another
change started. The colored people and Span-
ish speaking folks came, and now the neigh-
borhood is well mixed with all races and
nationalities,

Gone today is the Hunts Point Oval
where I spent many a Sunday watching ball
games, and even a Wild West Show, Gone 1is one
of the most popular ball flelds in the Bronx
at ,the Catholic Protectory Grounds, where
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Parkchester now stands. Gone are the rides
and midway at Clason Polnt., Gone is the
Clason Point Military Academy.

Recently, I rode up Bruckner Boulevard,
and there, vhere years ago there was swamp
and water to Westchester Avenue, 1ls rising a
new city of glant projects on land filled
with refuse and garbage. Soon, that vast
reclaimed area will be a new metropolls.







