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WHO IS LARS?

▸ Home: Zurich, Switzerland 

▸ Profession: PR specialist 

▸ Hobby 1: Wikipedia 
· 40’000 edits in German WP  
· 1250+ images uploaded 
· top 450 editors of German WP  

▸ Hobby 2: Albania 
· 30+ trips to Albania since 1994 
· writing about Albania 
· running www.albanien.ch 
· president of Swiss-Albanian Society

– not an expert for Semantic Web 
– not an expert for SPARQL
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AGENDA

▸ Wikidata – introduction 

▸ Usage of Wikidata  

▸ Wikipedia 

▸ Tools 

▸ Querries 

▸ How-to manual 

▸ Practical training



INTRODUCTION
WIKIDATA
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WIKIDATA – HISTORY

▸ launched 2012 

▸ maintained by  
Wikimedia Deutschland 

▸ funded by „Allen Institute for 
Artificial Intelligence“, „Gordon 
and Betty Moore Foundation“, 
Google and Yandex 

▸ Google stopped Freebase in favor 
of Wikidata
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DATABASE OF WORLD’S KNOWLEDGE

▸ Wikipedia  
World’s knowledge in form of an encyclopedia 
with edited articles for humans  

▸ Wikidata 
World’s knowledge in form of a database  
with structured data for „computers“

WIKIPEDIA LOGO: WMF CC-BY-SA-3.0 
COPIED FROM FILE:DE-WIKIPEDIA-2-MILLIONEN-ARTIKEL.SVG – WIKIMEDIA COMMONS
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WIKIDATA – FAST FACTS

▸ sister project of Wikipedia 

▸ structured data 

▸ anyone can edit 

▸ 24,5 millions data items 

▸ multilingual 

▸  CC0 license

IMAGE: SANDRA FAUCONNIER CC0 
COPIED FROM FILE:WIKIDATA_HEART_LOGO.PNG – WIKIMEDIA COMMONS
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DATA USAGE

▸ anybody can use for free 

▸ usage in Wikipedia 

▸ tools 

▸ self-made queries 
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WIKIDATA – WIKIPEDIA CONNECTION

▸ Phase 1: centralized interwiki links 
(also other Wikimedia projects, 2013) 

▸ Phase 2: import of Wikidata data  
(info boxes; in theory implemented 
since 2013/14) 

▸ Phase 3: Enable inline queries in  
Wikipedia (lists; pending project)
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DATA IMPORT (PHASE 2): ONE SOURCE, ALWAYS UP TO DATE

▸ my opinion: the future  
(partially 
implemented) 

▸ no need to update 
every soccer game 
result or new mayor in 
every language 

▸ complements data 
when available on 
Wikidata



EACH NEW ARTICLE SHOULD 
ALSO BE ADDED TO WIKIDATA

important!
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ADVANTAGES

▸ structured data 

▸ managing interwiki links 

▸ helps Wikipedia editing 

▸ reduces risk of duplicate entries 

▸ consistent data in all projects 

▸ future usage in Wikipedia



USAGE OF DATA
WIKIDATA



REASONATOR
TOOLS.WMFLABS.ORG/REASONATOR



HISTROPEDIA
HISTROPEDIA.COM



PLATYPUS
ASKPLATYP.US
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WIKIDATA QUERIES

▸ query.wikidata.org 
search database with SPARQL — use > Help > Examples 

▸ much more tools 

▸ your own queries  
– example 1: list of cultural heritage in Kosova  
– example 2: map of cultural heritage in Kosova  
– example 3: map of Albanian Articles of Albania 

▸ see sq.wikipedia.org/wiki/Përdoruesi:Albinfo/Wikidata

http://sq.wikipedia.org/wiki/P%C3%ABrdoruesi:Albinfo/Wikidata


WIKIDATA QUERY
QUERY.WIKIDATA.ORG



HOW-TO
WIKIDATA FIRST STEPS
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BEST PRACTICES

▸ Check for Wikidata entry 

▸ Add new Wikidata entry if missing 

▸ Add description in your language  

▸ Add additional data (+ sources)
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PRACTICAL TEST

▸ Add new item 

▸ Add Wikipedia language 
(maybe necessary to merge items) 

▸ Add description in your language 

▸ Add statements  
(contextual support)

IMAGE: ANDIS RADO CC-BY-SA-4.0 
COPIED FROM FILE:WIKIPEDIA_WEEKEND_IN_TIRANA_2015_73.JPG – WIKIMEDIA COMMONS
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FUN WAYS TO IMPROVE 
WIKIDATA
▸ WikiShootMe! 

▸ Wikidata Game



WIKISHOOTME
TOOLS.WMFLABS.ORG/WIKISHOOTME



WIKIDATA GAME
TOOLS.WMFLABS.ORG/WIKIDATA-GAME



TRY IT!
WIKIDATA?



ASK!
SUPPORT NEEDED?

TWITTER: @WIKIDATA @WIKIDATAFACTS


