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JOHN JONES’S TALES,
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INTILE JOHN JONESES.

HAROILD.

SEATED on the throne of Knglands all
Harold's cfforts were directed to sccure the
power he had obtained ; and knowing that
he should *soon have to defend his country
against two mortal cnemics, he used every'
mea s to increase his flect and amy. The
most forngidable of his opponents was, un-
doubtedly, William, Duke of Normandy, a
brave, subtle, cool, and calculating prince,
who could call to his standard a vast num-
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ber of veteran soldiers h"ai.ncd to arms almost
from their infaney, auad inheriting from their
fathers a military spirit and a desire of
cunquest, which had long been  extinet
amongst the Saxons of England. Never-
theless, it is sad to say, tuat the act which
raises Harold higher than any other of his
whole life in cur esteem, wvas that which, in
its consequences, vroved his ruin; for had not
his brother, Tosti, in revenge for his just
exnulsion, ereated a diversion, which dis-
tracied IMarold’s attention, and diminished
his forces, the hard-won battle of Hastings,
of which I shall presently have to tell you,
must have ended in the destruction of Wil-
liam’s forces, or would never have been
fought, for all the immense power of Harold
would have been directed to provent the
landing of the Conqueror.

Before I procecd to tell you what oceurred
after Harold’s coronation, 1 had better point
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out that William, Dulw of Normandy, had no
Jjust claim whatever to the Fnglish throne.
F.dgar Atheling might very fairly pretend that -
Harold was an usurper, for his scemed ufe
doubtedly the hereditary right; and itis not
proved that the 18ws of the Saxong justificd
the peoplgin setting aside the race of their
original kings, akhough the suceession was
not always from father to von. But it is quite
clear, that Bdward the Confessor Nad nee
power whatever to give the crown after bis
death to a foreigner. Bearing this in ntind;
1 will now relate what followed ITarold’s
clection.  The Duke of Normandy, resolved
not to resign without a struggle the ambi-
tious projects which he had long nom‘ished:
had at first recourse to nggotiafion, and
sent an egibassy 1o Harold, requiring him to
resign the erown to him, as the person to
whom it had been promised by Kdward the

, Confessor, instructing his ambassadors, if



4 JOHN JONES'S TALLS,

Harold deeclined, to 1‘0_1)1'(;3.(:11 him with the
breach of his oath. “Plarold replied, wisely,
firmly, and moderately. IIe stated that
2ldward the Confessor had no power to con-
fer the crown of Iingland; that he himsclf
had been clected by the gi'eat council of the
nation, who had that power; apd that the
oath which he had taken to assist Williamn
in ascending the throne was invalid—or of no
force—first, because it was in itsclf illegal,
ard secondly, beeause it was extorted from
him*at a time when he was completely in the
power of his present opponent. e added,
moreover, in answer to William’s threat of
war, that he was capable of defending his
li‘ight against any one who might assail it.
This reply immediately induced William to
set on foot very extensive preparations for
invading England; but he procceded with
that cool deliberation which was one of the

chief points in his character.
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Tosti: on the contrary, gave way to all
the violent passions of his nature, in his
rage at sgeing his brother, who had judged
impartially between himscelf and the Nortli*
umbrians, raised to the throne of England.
Before quitting ths island, he had ghown the
bitter andevirulent feelings of his heart, by
murdering several*of Harold’s*most attached
dependents, cutting their bodies in pieces,
and scnding their mgngled remains in a
barrel as a present to his brother ; and new
nothing would satisfy him but the ruih of
Harold. 1Ie had married, as I have told
you before, the daughter of the Count of
Flanders. William of Normandy had mar-
ricd another daughter, named Matilda, and
to him Tosti flew as soon as he heard of his
brothev’s eelection.  William and Tosti na-
turally made common cause; but cither the
proceedings of the Norman were too cau-
tiously slow for Tost’s hasty spirit of re-

B 2
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venge, or else the shrewd Duke instigated
him to make war upon Iarold on his own
account, in order to weaken his enemy be-
forc he himsclf attacked him. Tosti then
determined to raise forees in Ilanders; and
with a fleet, some say of sixty ships, he
sailed towards Fangland, made adescent in
the Isle of Wight, another in Kent, another
in Yorkshire, and then, being repulsed every-
where, he had recourse to Harold Harfagar,
King of Norway, who had lately raised a
large fleet and army to obtain possession of
the Orkney Islands. Ile ncgotiated also
with Malcolm, King of Scotland; but therc
his advances were rejected. ’

The Norwegian monarch, deecived by
Tosti’s representations of the state of Eng-
land, and allured by the prospeets he held
out, agreed to assist him with his whole forees.
He collected a fleet of three hundred sail ;

and having been joined by Tosti, with his,
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smaller 'armmncnt, he first, it would appear,
entered the Tyne, and then, after having
ravaged a part of Northumberland, set sail
once more, and took his course straight js
the Humber. Landing on the mnorthern
bank of the rive#, the united argy of Fle-
mings and Norwegians ravaged the country
with firc and sword, eommitting the most
barbarous cruclties.  Uwprepared for an
attack in that quarter, Ilarold had beer
watching the coasts of Kent and Sussexeto
gnard against the enemy he most drealled ;
and cvery step he had taken sinee he
mounted the throne had been successfully
dirceted fo strengthen the affection of the
people for his person, and to prove to them
that they had not raised to the royal dignity
a prince amworthy of their confidence. 1e
lessened the amount of taxation, narrowly
inspected  the  administration  of  justice,

showed himself casy of access, and without
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diminishing the appegrance of state and
pomp which surrounded the royal dignity,
“supplied a great part of the expenses of
nis court from his own private revenues.
The people rejoiced in such a sovercign,
and hailed the first montns of his rule as
giving the promise of a glorious and happy
reign.  In the'midst of such pleasing anti-
cipations, Haroldswas startled by the intel-
iigenee that his brother Tosti, and Harold
Harfagar, had landed with an army of sixty
thousand men, had defeated his brothers-in-
law, the Earls of Mereia and Northumber-
land, who had marched against them, and
had taken the great city of York. Deecived
by false intelligenee in regard to the move-
ments of William of Normandy, Harold had
imagined that the invasion of his ¢ minions
was put off to a more favourable season of
the year, and he was on the eve of dishand-

ing his army, when the defeat of Kdwin and .
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Morcar was announced. Some of his sol-
diers, we are assured, had already returned to
their homes; but without an instant’s delay,
Harold led his troops across the country tc
attack the enemy which had gained such
advantages. The Dsorwegians, it would seem,
satisficd wigh their progress to the south,
were preparing to return into s Northumber-
land, when they were informed that Harold
and hisarmy were ra pid.l y approaching.sThey
halted then at a place called Stamford Bridgg,
on the river Derwent, and took up a pesi-
tion on some high grounds, with the bridge
over the Derwent, strongly guarded by a
body of ¢hbsen men, lying between them and
the Saxon army.  They likewise are said to
have entrenched their .ca,lnp,'so that, when
1arold ¢ngne within sight, he found himsel
in presence of an army equal to his own, in
a position which was unassailable without

,crossing a bridge in the hands of the enemy.
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He nevertheless determined immediately to
attack ; and early in the morning began the
struggle for the bridge. It was defended
.with the utmost gallantry ; and cven after
all the rest of Harfagar’s troops were driven
back, onc gigantic Nor -egian maintained
the post for a considerable time, to give his
companions cn opportunity of rallying. At
length, however, the bridge was taken, and
" 1aroldled his troops over to the attack of the
Norwegian army.  The battle soon became
gercral; and one of the most bloody fights
that had ever tuken place in Fngland ensued.
The Norwegians fought with the utmost
determination, and contested every inch of
“ground from seven i,n the morning till three
in the aiternoon; but nothing could resist
the vigour and skill of Harold, and the en-
thusiastic bravery of his troops. The fight
ended in the complete rout and dispersion

of the Norwegian army, but not till hoth,
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Tosti and the King of Norway had been
slain,  The slaughter was tremendous on
the side of the invaders; for we find that
when, by the permission of Iarold, the sur-¢
vivors quitted England under Oliius, the son
of Iarfagar, twen'y ships sufliced to carry
back to Nogway and Flanders the Temmant
of an army which had required three hun-
dred and sixty to bring '&.to these shores.
Triumphing in this great and gloriows vie-
tory, Harold 1'ctumud. to York, where h.c
gave his forces some repose, preparingsfor
the storm which was gathering on the coast
of Normandy ; but here was eommitted the
first great®crror in IHarold’s conduct. It
was customary amongst the Saxons to divide
the plunder fairly after n battle, and in this
instance, pwsides other preci(.)us commodi-
ties, a quantity of gold fell to the victors,
which twelve stout men could with difficalty

Lcarry ou their shoulders, IHarold, knowing
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that the greater part of ‘the immerse wealth
found in the Norwegian camp had been pil-
laged from his Lnglish subjeets, might wish
to restore to them their own; or he might
judge that, as he could not carry on the war
with Normandy without oppressing  his
people with taxation, it might be better to
cmploy the apoil of one enemy in fighting
another, for th_c.known liberality of his
character prevents us from attributing to
him any sordid motives. Iowever that
might be, it is certain that he did not make
the usual distribution of the plunder; and
great discontent arosc in his army on that
account. '

While still at York, Harold received in-
telligenée that William, Duke of Normandy,
had landed at Pevensey, in Sussesy;, and such
was indeed the case.  After spending nearly
cight months in preparation, and overcoming

many difficulties, thc Norman prince, sup-,
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ported by all the chivaliy of his land, had
sct sail from St. Valori, on the twenty-cighth
of September, and reached Pevensey on the
twenty-niuth,  He disembarked his horse$
and men without the slightest opposition;;
for the invasion of Tosti and the King of
Norway had compelled TTaro™ . w0 drain the
southern provinees of troops. ¢ At Pevensey,
William remained for seygaal days, and built
dart, om which to fall back in easc of need.
¢ then advanced to Hastings, where je
w_ . sencamped, .nd erected some impoieant
< difications, resolving to await his ¢cnemy
“terc. At the same time he published a
naifestoy endeavouring to justify his inva-
~ion, and set up aclaim to the crown.  The
document, however, had no c¢ffeet apon the
Iinglish, avho saw through the flimsy pre-
tenees, and understood quite well that Wil-
lisan came to conquer, and not to inherit.
As soon as Ilarold received information
VOL. IIL C
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of the invasion, he mm‘cilcd with all speed
te attack his enemy, flushed with vietory, and
confident in his own skill and the valour of
»fis troops.  On arriving at London, he re-
viewed his army, but found that his forces
were gr(::u]y diminishedg not only by the
slaughter which had taken place iinYorkshire,
butby desertiom occasioned by the dissatisfac-
tion of the tl'oops“'th regard to the partition
of thespoil. Means were taken to reeruit
tlie forces with the utmost possible dispateh ;
and the wisest councillors of the king, es-
pecially his brother Gurth, advised him
strongly to delay any attempt against the
cnemy, representing to him that his own
*forces would daily inercase, while those of
William* would diminish.  Iull of courage
and confidence, however, and ungdervaluing
the power of his adversary, Ilarold rejected
this wholesome counsel ; nor would he hear

of sending his generals to fight the cnemy,
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while he himself remained to collect fresh
forces. He felt that the struggle between
him and William was for a kingdom or a
grave, and he resolved apparently to decidds
the contest by one great battle.  The prin-
cipal nobility of Fsigland flocked to Harold's
standard, sbringing as many of their re-
tainers as they could ; and, Whatever some
historians may have saidge the contrary, it
is evident that the wap was a nationdl war-
fare, and that ITarold was supported by the
unanimous opinion of the IFnglish peopit.
With his forces considerably increased by
his short stay in London, the Tnglish king
set out to ittack his cnemy at Hastings, and
spics were detached from cach army to
watch the movement of thg othér. The
Saxons agproached within a few miles of
William’s encampment ; and all the various
rumours regarding the adversary’s forees,

swhich usually precede a battle, were brought
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in, some magnifving the numbers of the
Norman troops, and some  declaring that
William's host was but an army o priests
for the Normans at that time were closely
shaved, while the Saxons suffered  their
beards to grow. The inglish were full
of ardour and confidence—the Mormaus of
steady courage, not unmingled with just ap-
prehiension of dasaiger, but incompatible with
anything like fear. | The Saxons, as was
often their custom, spent & great part of the
night preceding the battle in merriment and
revelry ; the Normans, on the contrary, oc-
cupicd their time in preparation and prayer.
Iarold arrived on the ground, afterwards so
celebrated as the seene of the most im-
portant .c(mtest that ever took place in Fng-
land, in the afternoon of the 138 October,
1066 ; and on the following day, the 14th,
which was his birthday, he drew up his host in

battle-array, to enter upon his last fight for.
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crown and life, and the liberty of his native
land. Willimm was in no degree slack to mect
him, and garly on the same morning he also
issned forth from his entrenchments, und.
took up a position opposite to the Saxons.
Both armies were firrayed with congiderable
skill and jitlgment, so as to give the greatest
effect to the arms which thé two nations
were accustomed to wicld.  The English
force consisted entirely of infantry, armed
with swords, battleaxes, and spears. The
Norman army comprised both foot dnd
horse, the greater part of the infantry being
furnished with slings or bows, both of which
weapons tfn‘y knew how to use with deadly
cffect. The Saxons were drawn up in a
deep, compact body, well fittgd to resist the
charge of #c¢ Norman horse, but not so well
to undergo the terrible flight of their adver-
saries’ arrows.  The king, his two brothers,
*Gurth and Leofwin, with the royal standard,

(U]
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a

were on a rising ground in the centre, cx-
posed to every cye; and larold determined
that he would that day fight on fopt, that he
‘might not be said to have any advantage
over the lowest serf in his army.  The Nor-
man infantry were drawé up in two lines,
the archers and slingers i the first, and the
heavy armed® troops in the sccond. The
e alry, under the command of William him-
self, was disposed upon the wings, while a
sanall body was held in reserve.

$he battle began by flights of Norman
arrows, which, falling thick into the Fnglish
ranks, caused for & moment some confusion,

.
amongst men unaceustomed to encounter the

deadly sort of shower that was now poured

upon them; and the Normans, sceing some
agitation in the line, advanced ®o take ad-
vantage thercof, as if assured of vietory.
They were soon taught their mistake, how-

ever, and were repulsed from cvery part of
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the line without making the slightest impres-
sion upon it. Again and again the attack
was reneyed, but with a like result ; and the
whole day, from the carly morning till within!
an hour of sunset, the battle raged undecided.
Though inferior & IHarold in every great
and kingle quality, Willinm had a greater
Lkuowledge of war as an art. * He saw that
the want of absolute suceess, in the situation
in which he had placed himself, was positive
defeat —thatto him, a drawn battle was a lost
one.  Night was approaching; il anytlang,
the Saxons had the advantage ; and he re-
solved to have recourse to a stratagem which
had often *been practised before, in order to
break by atrick those figm and compact ranks,’
which he had not been able to shake by his
cavalry o his archers.  Ile feigned to fly,
not absolutely in rout, but in some disorder.
It was a stratugem the Normans were well

acquainted with, and prepared to execute at
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any moment. The Saxons were ignorant
of the trick, and were deceived.  They
pressed eagerly upon the retiring forees of
‘the enemy.  They broke their ranks in the
impetuosity of assured conquest.  They
scattered into small partics.  The Norman
cavalry had now the advantage? the ranks
of the invader’s elosed up, as if by magie, at a
preconcerted signal ; and the confusion of
triumph was changed into the confusion of
dgfeat amongst the seattered bands of Saxons.
But Iarold neither lost courage, coolness,
nor wisdom. Ife made almost superhuman
cfforts to rally and re-array his men ; and he
succeeeded in gathering together and restoring
"to orderand discipline a still imposing force,
which was increased every moment by the
arrival of fresh bands on the%little rise
which it occupied.  Tere, almost as the sun
was sctiing, two, if not three tremendons
attacks were made by the whole Norman

power, foot and horse together, but still



FOR LITTLE JOHN JONESES. 21

no impression scems to have been made,
till, during onc of those terrible flights of
arrows, llu.:'nld was struck to the ground;
and all beecame confusion.  The news of the
king’s death spread like lightning.,  ITarold’s
two brothers were s'ain. The royal stand-
ard was taken; and the Saxon rule in Fng-
land was broken by the sword ofthe Norman.

That Harold died on the fital field of ITas-
tings, I have no doubt; but ‘\'c‘l his bodsy was
never very clearly distin;;uishcd from the rest
of the slain. A corpse, covered with wouns,
and disfigured by the feet of fugitives and con-
querors, was generously sent by William to
the mother®of the fallen king, as the body of
her son ; and she l'ccciw:‘d it as such, having
offered its weight of gold ﬁ:r tl.mt, which she
now reeeived without payment. But a story
became current at the time, which after-eir-
cumstances tended in some degree to con-
dirm, that Harold was not really slain, bat

was carried, desperately wounded, to a mo-
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nastery, where he was cured, and in which
he devoted himself to the life of a monk.
Certain it is that, many ycars after, Wil-
liam the Conqueror visited that monastery,
and held long conferences with a Saxon
monk therein, with whoee real name none of
the brethren were acquainted, ind who was
reported to have been bronght thither ter-
ribly wounded, shortly after the battle of
IHastings.  Somec historians ol good eredit
‘l\mvv believed this monk to be no other than
Harold; but T am not inclined to think that
such was the case; and it may ouly be
neeessary to point out to you that, in almost
every country where a popular king has been
slain in battle, the same kind of story has
been told of' hh.n. Such was the case in
Spain, in regard to king Roderi; and such
was the case in Scotland respecting King
James, who fell at the battle of Flodden. 1t

is not probable, indced, that, unless the
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Saxon nobility who surrounded Iarold had
actually scen him dead, they would them-
sclves have quitted the field alive, for they
had already shown that they held life cheap,
when balanced against their duty to their
country, and the defence of their beloved
monarch. Fhe slanghter of the Saxons was
tremendous in the latter pm’i: of the day, for
comparatively few had been slain till their
ranks were broken and the flight beyan.
Harold’s two brothers-in-law, however, Ed-
win and Morecar, rallied a considerabl-
number of the troops, and cftected their re-
treat during the night, though, as long as
day-light lasted, the Norman cavalry conti-
nued to pursue and slay the fugitives, giving
no quarter, it is said, in order not to ¢mbar-
rass their after movements by making pri-
soncrs.  The loss on the Norman side
samounted, we are told, to six thousand men;

apd William himself, though he reecived no
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wound, had three horses slain under him.
This fact, if we are to believe the state-
ment that the Funglish used no missiles,
shows that William ventured his person in
the contest as boldly as ITarold.

The Normans offcerd up praises and
thanksgiving for their vietory. on the ficld
of battle; and William permitted the Saxons
to bury their dead in peace. e also, it is
said, pumshed a soldier for mangling the
.body of his great ;‘i\'ztl; and, indeed, there
zan be little doubt that, however hardened
his heart might be by worldly policy and
ambition, he must have felt some remorse,
when he thought of the death®of the great
and good man wh’o had fallen, and of the
immcfise number of gallant men and faithful
subjects who Jay upon the fielof Hastings.

The consternation which spread through-
outall England, when the news of this terribles

defeat was carried into different provinegs,
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cannot be deseribed ; and in consequence
thercof William found it no very difficult
matter, by wise and prudent measures, to
make him.sclf master of the whole eountry
Of the eircumstances, however, which fol-
Towed I will tell ygu more hereafter, when 1
come to speak of the Norman ace of our
kings. .\t present, T shall give you some
acconnt of the manners and customs of the
Anglo-Saxons, or English, before the Con-
quest. 1t is nccuss:u;\", my dears, that yop
should know something of their laws and
habits, as, notwithstanding the number of
Normans who came with William, and those
who followed him at different periods, the
great body of the people of this countr)
are either of direet Saxon, or direet’ Danish
race.  Tha very language we speak is still
founded upon the Saxon; and speeches or
writings are looked upon, by those who un-
glerstand such things, as better and finer the

VOL. 1I. D
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more nearly they approach to the old Saxon
tongue. Doubtless the mixture of a great
number of tribes in the people of this
Tountry has given us a number of qualities
not possessed by other nations ; but as the
greater portion of our blond is Saxon, so do
we in character more resemble that people
than any otLer which ever invaded this
country. Our language, too, though it hilS
derived, perhaps, richness and foree from
taking in new words and new forms of
sprcch from the Romans, the Normans, and
the Danes, and some from the Britons also,
is chiefly Saxon, both in words and con-
struction. Indeed, it is eurious to observe
how resolutely the Saxons kept their own
language, showing the characteristic perse-
veringness of the people.  The. Normans
settled in France, very soon lost their own
tongue, and learned to spcak a jargon of

the language of the country. In England,
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it was the same, for though they kept up
the Norman-French for some time at the
court, it _gradually mclted away into the
Saxon.

Amongst the Saxons, as amongst almost
all the nations of diurope at the time, there
were sevesal ranks or classes. .llcngist,
Horsa, and other Saxon ledders who in-
vaded the island, brought with them a num-
ber of brave companions, serving undceY them
voluntarily, and 1(‘)oki;lg forward to honoyr
and reward. Amongst these companichs,
the great leaders distributed a large portion
of the lands they conquered, which were
held as th®ir own property, and transmitted
from father to son.  The son that succecded
his father, however, was obliged, oh taking
possessiongof the estate, to make the king a
fixed present or due, which was called a
heriot, according to his rank and station.

Jhis heriot eonsisted of one, two, or four
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horses, a quantity of arms, and a sum of
money. The possessors of these lands were
called Thanes; and T believe the heriots
were all originally paid to the king.  As the
Saxon conquest of Britain proceeded, it was
neeessary to divide the eountry in order to
its proper government, and theegreat divi-
sions were called shires.  The prineipal
magistrate of cagh shire was called alder-
man, and afterwards carl; and he was ge-
nerally chosen by the king from the most
powerful Thanes in the shire. This carl
lIed the forces of the county in time of war,
and gradually a distinction took place be-
tween the carl's Thanes and the king’s
Thanes ; and it is probable that the former
paid their heriots to the carl, and wot to the
king. Since then, great changes have been
introduced ; but, nevertheless, a great deal
of the land in this country is still held upon

what is called the sume tenure, that is to say
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the same condition, of paying a heriot when
a son succeeds to his father. Tt is a great
pity that in all the changes which have been
made, more especially at the time of the'
great rebellion, all these dues and heriots
were not swept awsy together, and the whole
land, throwghout the country, declared free
from cvery other tax but thosc imposed by
parliument.

The Thanes had only three great ditties to
perform in return for the lands granted tp
them.  The first of these was to defend she
country in time of war, attending the king
when going against an enemy. The second,
was Lo assist in building and protecting the
royal fortresses ; and the third, to keep the
bridges and roads in repair.. Thely had a
gredat many privileges in retarn, however, and
by the Thanes almost all the great oflices of
the state were filled.  The estate of a Thane
swas generally divided into two portions, one

b 2



30 JOUN JONES’S TALES,

)
of which, the nearest to his dwelling-place,
was called the Inlands, and was cultivated
by himself, for his own sole profit.  The
“other was ealled the Ouatlands, and was et
by him to farmers, who eultivated it for their
prolit, giving him a certpin portion of the
produce.  These farmers formed principally
the second dlass or rank, and were called
Ceorls. They were always free-born men,
of free-horn parents, and though they wight
follow any profession they chose, they gene-
relly addicted  themselves  to  agriculture.
The Ceorl could rise to the rank of @ Thane
in various ways. If he obtained five Indes of
land upon which was a chureh, a*bell-tower,
a kitchen, and a great gate, he was considered
as a Tlranc.  If he made three voyages be-
yond sca, with a ship and cargo,of his own,
he beeame mnoble.  If he went iuto the
church, and took priest’s orders, the same

was the case; and if he distinguished himg
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sclf so much in war, that his Larl or Duke,
bestowed upon him five hides of land, or a
gilt sword, helmet, and cuirass, he attained
nobility.

Below the Ceorl, however, there were two
other ranks, which ¢ ere to be found in every
part of Eurepe, but the introduction of which
into this country is not easily to*he accounted
for, especially when we remgmber that they
formed by far the most numerous chsses,
and yet were cml.\tun.lly diminished by g
nmultitude of eircumstances, besides deash.
These were, first, the Serfs, orslaves, of which
the Anglo-Saxons had an immense number.
Some were"gathered together in villages upon
estates, performing all_the offices of a la-
bourer, in cultivating the la.nds_ to wlfich they
were attacked, and they could be sold either
with or apart from those lands, like the cattle.
Others were domestie slaves, living in the

house and performing menial offices there.
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Others were taught mechanical arts, which
they excreised for the benefit of their pro-
prictor. It is hardly possible to suppose
“that the first Saxon conquerors who invaded
England brought over many mere serfs with
them, for their ships wewe erowded with mi-
litary followers of a much highey rank ; and
though the ldws and customs of the country
reduced many persons to slavery for erimes,
faulty, and even for debt, yet we cannot be-
Jieve that either this means, or that of making
slaves of prisoners tuken from the cnemy,
was suflicient to supply the country with the
number of slaves which we find it contained,
without a regular and very exténsive com-
merce in human flgsh being carried on be-
tween “the  Saxons and forcign mations.
Iowever that may be, it is clear that, under
the first Saxon kings, a slave was looked upon
as but little differing from the cattle upon
the estate.  Their wives, their children, were
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all slaves likewise. The master might kill
or sell themn at his pleasure, and, in fact, they
were in a most degraded position. The first
npprovement in  their condition seems to
have been produced by the introduction of
the Christian religipn ; and, as the Saxon
laws improved, considerable care wab taken
of them. A Christian slave eould not be
sold to a Jew or a l’agzm.. If he were of
Saxon birth, he eould not be sold out of the
country. The church demanded, and the law,
enforeed the rule, that cach slave should hg
allowed a portion of his time to work for his
own benefit, and thus many of them beecame
very wealtlty,  The quantity of work to be
donce by the slaves was gencerally regulated
by the bishop, and the clergy stromgly re-
commended the liberation of slaves as agood
and pious work. They set the example
themselves, indeed ; and a law was at one

tyme passed, by which the slaves of every
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bishop became free at his death. Other
laws, protecting their persons, appeared from
time to time; and before the Norman con-
quest, the condition of the serfs was greatly
improved. Out of this class rose another,
between the Ceorl and the villain, called the
Freilazin, or Freedmen. These had all, at
onc time, be2n slaves, but had obtained their
liberty, either by purchase or by the good-will
of their lords. Tt has been said that they
entered at once into the class of Cleorls; but
T do not think this was the case. They ge-
nerally cither remained with the Jord to whom
they had belonged, or clse followed some
mechanical art, frequently scttiing in  the
cities, and dealing in articles of general ne-
cessity. )
Although the Saxons appeared first in
England in the character of mere piratical
conquerors, yet there was a very remarkable

spirit of order amongst them, a great revey-
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ence for law, and an inclination to conduct
everything upon fixed principles. They
showed bctger notions of a regularly-formed
socicty than any other of the nations which
rose up in Europe after the fall of the Roman
empire ; and these gualities still distinguish
their descendants,  In other countrids, the
land was divided amongst greatdords, keep-
ing a great number of mere, soldiers, who
held whatever estates they did possess érom
those lords, upon the edndition of helping
them in arms, in the wars which they wera,
continually  waging.  Throughout most
countrics on the Continent, during many
centuries, svciety consisted only of one
soldier over another, till you came to the
king; and under these  soldiers all were
villains or slaves. ‘The court of ‘the lord was
the only place to which people could apply
Jdor justice, and very little of it was to be got
there.  Laws were formed, not so much by
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the consideration of a great many men
gathered together to inquire what was the
best rule to be laid down, but by customs, or
accidental dceisions in  particular cases,
which were collected and written down as
rules in after-times. .

Very different was the custem with the
Saxons. Socn after their arrival in England,
they set about dividing the whole people
into little separate communities, each of which
_.formed part of a larger community, and thi
of a still larger. But to give you a better
notion of this state of things, I musttell you,
as shortly as possible, what these communi-
ties were. Tvery head of a famidy had great
power over his children, his scrvants, and
his slaves, all of \\"hom were considered as
forming one.family. Ten of these families
formed a community called a T'ything, and
this Tything was responsible to the king and

the whole country for the conduct of each
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of its members. 1t might be considered, in
some degree, as a little republic in itsell;
and the hgads of the familics formed a court
of justice, and chose one of their mem-
bers to be the magistrate presiding in that
court, who was called the Borsholder or
Tythingman, who called the court fogether
on all nceessary oceasions. “These courts
cxamined from time to time the arms of
all the members of the tything, to be sure
that they were in a fit condition for Wiy
They scttled all disputes that took plasc
in their own distriet, though not without
appeal; and if any crime was committed
by onc of Yhe tything, they were bound to
give him up to justice within thirty-one days.
1f they did not, the tythingman, @nd two
of the most respectable momi)crs, together
with three from cach of the three neigh-
bouring tythings, were obliged to make oath
uone of the remaining members of the
vou, 11 K
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tything had taken part in the erime, or had
helped the eriminal to escape, and that they
had done all they could to bring him to
justice. Otherwise the tything in general
was subjected to a penalty in money, which,
according to the Saxon 1»w, was attached to
every crime.

As ten faimlies formed a tything, so ten
tythings formed a hundred; and this division
had likewise its own peeuliar court, presided
over by a magistrate, called the Hundredary,
wiao was usually a thane or nobleman re-
siding in the hundred and clected by the
members  thereof.  This magistrate was
the leader of the hundred in tihe of war,
inspected its arms, appointed the meetings
of the hundred court, and was bound to
exceute the sentences at that court. It was
a profitable as well as an honorary office,
for one-third of the fines imposed by the
hundred court went to the Tundredary, as

well as a quantity of grain, which was paid to
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himas adue by cacn member of the hundred.
Amongst other duties whieh he had to per-
form was, that of destroying foxes and
wolves in the hundred, so that the Saxou’s’
Lambs and chickens might not suffer. The
power of this courtgwas much more extensive
than that of the tything. All eivil, and many
ceclesiastical, affuirs were here decided, and
the bishop very often sat with the Hundred-
ary. If any man was not satisfied with the
decision of the tything court, he could appeal
to that of the hundred, which was composcd
of all the members of cach tything, who were
not only permitted, but bound, to attend and
vote, according to their conscienee, upon any
matter that was brought before them.  As it
was the Hundredary’s business to inspeet the
arms of the hundred, all the members of his
court came armed ; and onc of the first cere-
monies, on the meeting of the court, was for
sach individual present to touch the Tiun-

dredary’s spear with the pointof his own spear.
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.

From this inspection of arms, the assembly,
which usually took place once a month, was
frequently called the wappentae. | The next
“division was the Trything or Lath, consisting
of several hundreds, which likewise had its
courts, formed in the sare manner as those
of the hundreds and tythings. Above all
these, was tht shire or county, presided over
by its carl, who was at first both the military
leadey and chicf magistrate of all the hun-
dreds in the district. 1e was generally
ppointed by the king during the monareh’s
good pleasure, though there are instances of
the people having chosen their own carl, and
then obtained the king’s consent.  Step by
step, the earls obtained their office for life,
and in the end appear to have transmitted
it to their sons.  As a rccompence for the
various dutics they had to perform, the carls
received one-third of all the fines imposed

in the shire; and they had also estates
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assigned them which were called the cail’s
lands.

You will sce that, in all these arrange-
nients, the Anglo-Saxons showed a spirit of
freedom, joined to a love of order, which is
very remarkable ; qnd the same love of order
is displayc®stillmore plainly by the fact, that
voluntary socictics were forme®exactly upon
the saume principle as the tythings, by per-
sons who were not compelled by law to be-
long to any tything. Tl.lCS(‘, were the thanesy
the bishops, abbots, and priests, whose rark
and character cnabled them, if they pleased,
to remain independent of the tything in
which they lived. [t may be doubted whether
ever such a perfect fonp of self-government
was designed by any other nation; ior does
it appear that we have greatly improved
upon it. The same regulations which existed

" for the country, existed to a great degree in
¢he towns, except that which was called the

12
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)
tythingman in the one case, received the
name in the other of the Alderman, Town-
gricve, or Portgrieve. )

I will not tell you anything about the
Anglo-Saxon laws, for you would not be able
to understand the subject ; but it may cnter-
tain as'well as instruct you to’ hear some-
thing of the"manners and customs of the
people from whom the greater part of the
English nation are descended. It would
appear, from all accbunts, that they were a
1.markably handsome race, tall, and power-
ful in frame, generally with a very fair com-
plexion, and beautiful hair. They ave
reported to have lived to an extreme old
age, if not carried off by pestilence, war, or
accident; and yetit is strange that they should
do so, when we find that they were much ad-
dicted, as a nation, to gluttony and drunken-
ness. They were universally superstitious,

and credulous to a most cnormous degrees
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butin compensation for these vices and follies,
they were extremely hospitable, receiving all
strangers who came to visit them, into their
houses, and to their tables,and feeding them,
without grudging or reward, as long as they
chose to remain. eQuick and passionate,
murder wad by no mcans an uncommon
oceurrence in those days ; and the law, which
put a price upon the life of. every man, no
doubt tended to encourage the crime. * The
number of oaths which they were called upons
to take on various oceasions, produced £
good deal of perjury beyond all doubt ; and
a great number of other sins were the conse-
quenee of the drunken habits which 1 have
already mentioned.  Sope of the scenes of
intoxication that took place arg most extra-
ordinary, especially at great festivals, where
kings, clergy, nobles, and people, all got
'"drunk together. In cvery company, they

usually drank ouf of one large bowl, gene-
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rally made of wood; and, in order to correet
their drunkenness in some degree, one of
their kings, named Edgar, made a law that
these bowls should be made with metal pegs,
at certain distances, adding an express pro-
hibition for any man to drink more than from
one pcl‘g to another at onc drdught. 1 do
not believe, however, that this had much
effect.
A is natural with a very free people, the
«Anglo-Saxons were plain and  straight-for-
tvard in their specch and in their manners ;
but yet we find many instanees of dignified
and substantial courtesy, and they were fa-
mons for their tendemess and affeetion to-
wards their friends, and relations, especially
of the female sex.  Although almost all
countries were, at that time, in o rude and
barbarous state, and the Anglo-Saxons had
not attained the same degree of polish, in

point of manncrs, as the Normans had, yet
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they considered many things as absolute ne-
cessaries which are looked upon in the pre-
sent day ag luxuries, reserved, principally,
for thg wealthiest amongst us. Amongst these
was the warm-bath, which was indulged in
continually by peopde of even moderate for-
tune, and by the poor at least once a-weck.
The prevalence of this habit is $hown by the
fact of its having become an ordinary penance
for the commission of any sin, to refrain, for
a certain time, from wm‘ﬁl-bathing. Indecd,
they secem to have been exceedingly eleanlys
in their persons, and, notwithstanding their
warlike habits, to have had very fine and de-
licate skins.  One of the severest mortifica-
tions of the flesh which the clergy could en-
join upon a sinner was, to wear woollén next
his skin, for the usual under-garment of the
Saxons was a lincn shirt of as fine a texture
as the individual could obtain.  Above the

shirt was worn a close-fitting tunie, of wool-
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'
len, linen, or silk.  Sometimes this garment
was without sleeves, but the legs were gene-
rally covered with breeches or frousers, at
least in the latter part of the Saxon period ;
and, in place of stockings, bandages were
frequently rolled round the legs, from the
ancle to the knee.  Their feet were covered
with shoes, vr rather a sort of sandal, fitting
closcly, and sccured by leathern thongs.
The upper part was of leather, and the sole

.of wood. The tunic was sceurcd round the

awaist by a broad belt or girdle, which, in the
higher ranks of society, was richly cmbroi-
dered, and even ornamented with jewels.
On many occasions, and especeially when out
of the house, the tunie was covered with a
large mantle, which descended to the feet
before and behind, but was much shorter at
the sides. 1t was gencrally of white or blue
cloth, and was fastened on the right shoulder

with a button. In the belt which girt their
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tunic was placed the short sword, almost per-
pendicularly.  What covering the men wore
upon their hieads I do not well know, but it
is certain that they sometimes wore veils,
which were occasionally richly embroidered
with scenes from higory.  The Saxons, in
fact, were vewy fond of embroidery, an'd also
of ornaments of gold and silver,sparticularly
of gold chains and bracelets. TFurs, too,
were much used by our ancestors, ands the
edges of mantles and tunies were often richly
worked with gold and silver thread.

The dress of the women varied little from
that of the men, except that the garments
were much longer, and the bosom bare when
the mantle was removed.  Both sexes were
very proud and carceful of their hair, for the
beauty of which the Saxons were renowned.
The nnmarried women generally wore their
keads uncovered, and suffered their hair to

flqw over their shoulders; but when mar-
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ried, this natural ornament was gathered up
under some kind of eap, which, it would ap-
pear, varied mueh in formn at differentperiods.
The men suffered their beards to grow, but,
towards the end of the period, shaved the
chin, leaving the upper lip untouched.

By 4ll that I have just said, ¢you will see
that the Saxons were by no means deficient
in a knowledge of the useful arts; and, in-
deed, in most of them, such as the weaving
of linen and woollen cloths, the working of
various metals, needlework and embroidery,
they far excelled their neighbours the French.
Their commeree, also, it would scem, was
more extensive than that of any neighbouring
nation, and is particularly mentioned by the
Freneh and Norman writers of those times.
Their principal imports would scem to have
been the precious metals, silks, wine, spices,
furs, drugs, ropes, and oil; but it is eviden*

that they exported more than they imported,
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.
so that what is ealled the balance of trade
was in favour of England. This is shown
by the opservation of a foreign writer of
those times, who said that it was lucky the
English grew so little wine, as other nations
had thus something to give them for all the
various articles they exported. Ih ship-
building, the Saxons appear to have exceclled
all the ncighbouring states; and cxcellence
in this art rarely exists without a vemy ex-
tensive commerce.

I have told you before that the Saxors
were very fond of eating and drinking. People
with good appetites have no need of very fine
cookery, and in this respect they certainly
did not excel.  Roasting, boiling, and broil-
ing, seem to have been the principal *ways of
dressing their meats ; and their fondness for
salt provisions is perhaps the only thing ne-

reessary to be remarked in regard to their
food. The varicty and goodness of their li-

VOL. 1T, F
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quors, however, scem to have been much
more important considerations with the
Saxons, than the preparation of their meat.
Though wine was certainly produced in Eng-
lIand at this time, yet it was doubtless weak
and sour: but a better sort was procured
from th¢ Continent; and many ether strong
drinks were *made in the country itself.
That which was in most general use was ale,
though how it was preserved, before the in-
troduction of the hop, we do not know.
Mead, a strong liquor made from honcey, was
in great favour with the richer classes, and
cider was also a common and estecemed be-
verage. Two famous drinks of the Saxons
were produced by the mixture of liquors
with various sweet or fragrant ingredients.
Pigment was compounded of wine, honey,
and sevcralkinds of spice ; and Morat, which
was very much drunk in the hot scason by
the higher classes, was made of honcy, dis-
solved in mulberry juice.
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The Saxons were fond of music ; but that
art must have been in a very rude and im-
perfect state ; and Tam inclined to believe that
theirinstrumeiits of musie were not very many
or various, for although a famous historian,
named Bede, mcnt.';ons no less than nine, we
do not find that they were in very *general
usc.  'The harp was the musieal instrument
of the laity, and the organ of the clergy ; the
tabour, the flute, and the pipe, pleased the
car of the peasantry, and the trumpet ing
spired the soldier. Sculpture, we have evers
reason to believe, though undoubtedly prac-
tised, was of a very rude kind; and most
of the pictures which the churches of the
kingdom contained were brought from Rome.
Some, however, were painted in Fngland,
and the famous St. Dunstan is said to have
excelled his countrymen in the art.  Archi-

rtecture was also in want of great improve-
pient; but T am inclined to believe that such

improvement had taken place before the
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Norman Conquest. The very fact of the
great commerce of the country, leaves it
hardly possible to suppose that a devout and
superstitious people would not cultivate an
art so necessary to the solemm performance
of religious ceremonies. The principal build-
ings thhoughout the country, theshouses, the
padaces, and even the monasterics, were, in-
deed, generally built of wood; but there are
accounts of more than one great building
ol stone, in which we find mentioned tall
pillars, high walls, towers, and winding-stair-
cascs. It is certain, however, that masons
were brought over from France and Italy, to
construct thosc buildings, as well as workers
in glass to glaze the windows. Previously
to that éime, which was towards the end of
the seventh century, the windows had been
covered with thin linen cloths, to keep out
the wind, without excluding the whole light.

The marriages of the Anglo-Saxons werg
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attended with great and boisterous festivity,
and were always cclebrated in the house of
the bridegroom, who was at the expense of
the whole feast. On the morning of the '
marriage-day he set out on horscback, com-
pletely armed, andg accompanicd by all his
friends, to ®ncet the bride and bring her to
his dwcelling.  She, accompanted by all her
rclations, proceeded to her future home,
where she was solemnly betrothed or pledged
to him, and they then proceeded together tq
the church, where they were married by the
priest, alarge square picee of cloth or veitbeing
held over their heads during the ceremony
by four tall men. On leaving the chureh,
they returned again to the house of the
bridegroom, where immense quanfities of
meat and drink were preparcc'], and the rest
of that day was spent in feasting and revelry.
» The same seene of cating, drinking, danc-
ing, and singing, began the next morning,
¥ 2
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and lasted day after day, until the whole
provisions in the house were consumed.
To compensate for thus cating the bride
and bridegroom out of house and home,
cach of their friends made them some pre-
sent before they departed.  The clothes of
the briae and three of her bridesmaids, and
those of the-bridegroom and three of his
friends, being of a peculiar form and colour,
and forbidden to be used by them any
~ more, were usually given away, cither to the
auusicians who attended the festival, or to
the priests of the church or chapel where the
ceremony took place; and the morning after
the marriage, the bridegroom announced to
the friends of the bride what gift or dowry
he intended to bestow upon her, for which
some of his rclations present became se-
curity.
It is very natural for pcople to cat and.

make merry upon a joyful occasion ; but the
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Saxons never lost any opportunity of in-
dulging their appetite, either for meat or
drink; angdl when a death took place, the
house of the deccased, until the body was
carried to the grave, was one continucd
scene of feasting gnd revelry.  Everybody
caroused at the dead man’s expende, and
sang and danced in his honoure

The Anglo-Saxons, as a nation, possessed
very few of those elegant and graceful arts
which enable men to pass the time unoccu-
picd by business, in tranquil and beneficiale
pursuits. Few could read, few could write,
so that two of the great sources of enter-
tainment were at once cut off.  War, the
council, the occupations of the farm, were the
principal objeets of llfc with the cxception
of the attendance upon 1'(-11g10us ceremo-
nies, which the priests took care to magnify
einto great importance. There were many

lgisure hours, however, which it was neces-
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sary to fill up in some manner; but their
amusements were as limited as their oceu-
pations. lunting and falconry were two of
the principal pastimes; and the care and
cducation of dogs and hawks aflorded some
cntertaimment, even at those scasons of the
year when the chasc could not be pursuced.
Still there were many vacant moments, for
which there was no employment, except in
revelry, feasting, and gaming. The latter
Juay, of course, be rather considered as a
wice than an amusement; but with the Saxons
this vice became a passion; and we find, with
the highest and lowest of a pcople, the
greater part of whom had no intellectnal
pursuits whatsoever, that games of chance
were foilowed with an cagerncss approaching
to madness. The conscquences sometimes
were fatal. A man not only gambled away
his moveable and hereditary property, but.
even staked his own person and his liberty,



FOR LITTLE JOHLN JONESLES. a7

and onlosing, submitted to slavery, and was
sold in the public market like a beast.

The vices and the virtues of a barbarous
nation are all strongly marked amongst the
Anglo-Saxons, but through all, peculiar quali-
ticsarc apparent, which distinguish them from
every other grace.  There was a vehemence,
an earnestness, o perseveringnegs, a spirit of
freedom, a love of social order, a capacity
for improvement, a power of bending cir-
cumstances to their own will, and trivmphing
cven in defeat, by persistance rather than
excrtion, which no other nation at the game
point of civilization ever displayed; and it
is a very curious fact, that when they did
not succeed in conquering an enemy, bui
were, on the contrary, cither partially o
entirely conquered themselve§, they werd
not absorbed or taken into the conquering
ations, but rather received them, as it were

into their own body, and gained their quali:



58 JOHN JONES’S TALES,

ties and advantages, without losing their own.,
Such was the case with the Danes and the
Normans. There can be little doubt that
the mixture of these two nations with the
Anglo-Saxons was advantageous rather than
otherwise to the latter race ; but neither in
the one case nor the other was the general
character of the English people lost, but
the conquerors disappeared, as it were,
amongst the conquered ; and Lnglishmen
remained Englishmen still.  All the same
qualitics arc remarkable in our race to-day
that were apparent in our ancestors; and
whether in this island, or on the far shores of
India or America, with only the difference
of cultivation and civilization, the Anglo-
Saxon.s the same as he was cight hundred

years ago.
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NORMAN PERIOD.

Many bloody battles had been fought in
England ; many severe defcats had becu re-
ceived, either in contests® with the Danes, or
in the wars of the Saxon princes amongst
themselves; but no battle had been so vigo-
rously contested as the battle of Hastings,
and no defeat had been followed by such
universal consternation. The dcath of the
king and his two brothers left the people
without a ruler, and the army without a
leader of sufficient renown to restore its
wourage, after the disaster which had oe-

cyrred. It is true, that Edgar Atheling was
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the undoubted heir to the Saxon tinrone, and
that Morcar and Edwin remained to com-
mand the army ; but Edgar was fecble and
inactive, and although the two earls were
men of undoubted courage, and some mili-
tary experience, what could they be expeeted
to do against the conqueror of -1larold, who
himscl had been vietorious against the im-
mense Norwegian army by which they had
been totally routed. Nevertheless, Morcar
and Edwin, collecting together all the scat-
tered remains of the royal forces, which had
not fled to a great distance from the ficld,
retreated in better order than might have
been expected from Iastings to London,
where anxious and frequent councils were
lield by the bishops, clergy, and nobles, as
to the course which should be pursucd in
the perilous sitnation of the country. It
was at length determined to proclaim Idga.

Atheling king, and to raise fresh forees .to
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repel the invaders. But amongst a popula-
tion drained of its best fighting men by two
bloody baftles within a few short wecks, and
filled with consternation by a total defeat,
time was required to restore confidence, and
rouse the national gpirit.

But littl® time, however, was affofded by
the Duke of Normandy, who, knowing that
panic would be his best ally, hastened to
take advantage of the first impressioneof his
victory. T must now té1 you something of
the history of this extraordinary man before
his invasion of England; for you wil find
that a great many circumstances united with
his natural character and disposition to fit
him for the great work he had undertaken.
William, called the Conqueror, was*the son
of Robert, Duke of N ()rm;md_v, by the
daughter of a tanner or skinner of Falaise
‘He was of the middle height, very strong
and robust in frame, with a countenancc

VOL. 11 G



62 JOUN JONES’S TALES,

:
that inspired respect, and scemed to demand
obedience. e was cautious, thoughtful,
and rescrved, rarely communicated his plans
or intentions to anybody, and admitted nonc
to great intimacy. Ilc scemed to desire
respeet rather than loye; and though he
showed himsclf in many instantes lenient
and mereifuly yet where it was nceessary to
strike terror, or to punish long protracted
resistonee, he suffered not remorse or com-
mon humanity to interferc. He was of a
zeligious and somewhat gloomy temper,
which: did not at all displease the monks
and priests who ruled so much in those days;
but ambition was the principal passion in
his heart, and ncither religion nor any other
consideration had any effect in opposition
to that. 1Ie was, morcover, of a shrewd,
keen, and intelligent mind, and active and
energetic in all his habits. His education
had been carefully attended to, at least in
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all military matters, in order to fit him for
the govermment of Normandy, in which
duchy hig father soon foresaw he would
have an uncasy seat; and from a very carly
period of his life he had heard of little but
wars and battles, foy Duke Robert himsclf,
during the sgreater part of his life, Was en-
gaged in hostilitics with his oven vassals, or
with other princes ; and the beginning of his
son’s carcer was to be attended by theesame
misfortunes. Robert ditd during a journcy,
to the 1loly Land, when William was a mere
lad, receiving education at the court of
France. As he was not Robert’s son by
a Jawful marriage, and as Robert had left
many necar rclations, a great number of
opponents started up to claim the* duke-
dom as soon as his father was dead; and
the King of France himself determined to
wy if he could not subdue the duchy of
Normandy. The States of that duchy, how-
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ever—that is to say, the nobles and clergy—
had taken an oath of fidelity to William be-
fore his father’s departure ; and the King of
France, who was a weak and undecided
prince, suffered the boy, whom he had cn-
tircly in his power, to return to Normandy,
although he intended to take it-4rom him at
an after timo. Thus William, at a very carly
age, was forced to defend himsclf against a
numbher of encmies, which he did, however,
with great succeess, first under his governor,
or tutor, the constable of Normandy, and
afterwards as his own master. One after the
other, he defeated all the claimants to the
duchy, and suceessfully combated the troops
of the King of Irance, who twice invaded
his tervitories.  1le thus gained great prac-
tical experience in war—an art for which his
natural abilities fitted him well ; and he
could certainly have no better school fo-

ruling a refractory people than Normandy
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during the first cight or ten years of his
sovereignty. At first he showed himself
excecdingly gencrous and mereiful towards
his enemices, pardoning his adversaries with
great good humour when he bad subdued
them ; but he was goon taught that greater
severity wa8 nccessary, and he had karned
to rule with vigour, and cvom sternness,
before he sailed for the shores of Fng-
land.

In all these wars, and thany which had pre
cceded them, the Norman nobles had acquired
great military skill ; and, though they had
been very rapidly civilized after their first
invasion of Irance, and scttlement in Nor-
mandy, they had lost none of that enterpris-
ing character which distinguished them in
their burbarous state. Little more than a hun-
dred and fifty years had passed since, by a
#rcaty between Charles the Simple, King of
Trance, and a chicf called Rollo, the Duchy of

G 2
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Normandy, and the homage of Britanny, had
been given up to the half-savage Northmen.
During thatperiod, the Normans had acquired
arts, chivalrous habits, and more polished
manners ; but they had not had time to lose in
the habits of peace those warlike tastes and
that strong desire of conquest'with which
they first sct out from the far north.  The
Saxons, on the contrary, had passed more
than. six hundred ycars in England, the
_ereater part of which time, though frequentl;
disturbed by wars amongst themsclves, and
againstthe Danes, had been passed in peace-
ful occupations, and in a scttled state; so
that William had great advantages, both
from his own character and habits, from the
character of the people he led to war, and
from the habits of the people he went to
subdue.

When the victory at Hastings was con.
plete, William offered up thanks to God
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upon the field of battle. It is very impious
and wicked to thank God for the suceess of
any (3{il agt which lie permits for his own
wise purposes; but men  coutinually  shut
“heir exes o the nature of their own actions,
and therefore it is pot surprising, perhaps,
that Williamm should thiuk he had as good a
title to the throne as Harold.  He next had
il the dead of his own army curcfully
buried; and then, after a short pause tQ rest
his troops, he began hig march into the ing .
terior of the country. In the first place,
however, as it was necessary to have some
sceure port for his ships, and a place of re-
treat for himself in ease of reverse, he seized
upon Dover after a very slight resistance,
and spent cight days there in fortifping the
town, and endeavouring to restore his men
to health, as they were suffering from an in-
dections discase.  The important town of

Canterbury, and the county of Kent gene-
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rally, sent deputics to offer submission to
the Conqueror upon certain conditions, which
were granted ; and William mar¢hed on to-
wards London unopposed. The citizens,
however, headed by Morcar and lidwin,
shut the gates of the metropolis against him,
and sliowed a strong resolution’ of resisting
to the last; but they were unfortunately
permitted to make a sally. The troops of
the eity were routed by the Normans with
orcat slanghter ; and the fugitives carried
back into the town fresh consternation and
bitter wailing for the slain. At the same
time, it would scem the clergy fell off from
the party of Edgar Atheling, and sceretly
persuaded the people to submit to the Con-
queror: The flames of Southwark, which
was burnt by the Normans, tended to in-
creasc the terrors of the Londoners; and
Williamn procecded to take measures for cut
ting off the supplies of the metropolis.
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w
Marching up the course of the river, he

crossed the Thames at Wallingford, wasting
the district through which he passed, and in
the m:a arrived at Berkhamstead, where it
would appear he fixed his head quarters,
sending dcta.chmcnt;s to the very gates of
London. The people murmured ; theclergy
openly caballed in favour of submission; and
secing that itwould be impossible to defend a
city in such a state, Morcar and Edwiy led
the large foree which stilladhered to them out
ol the capital, and proceeded by rapidnarches
towards the north. Their departure wags the
signal for every one to scek their own safety
by submission ; and the archbishops of Can-
terbury and York, with two other prelates,
some of the principal citizens and anagis-
trates of London, a great mimber of the
nobility, and Edgar Athcling himsclf, pro-
sccded to Berkhamstead, submitted to the
Conqueror, and made him an offer of the

Crown.
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The most strange cvent of this extraor-
dinary invasion now took place. William
had come into England, claiming the crown
as his right by the will of Edward the Con-
fessor 3 but now, when it was offered to him
by prelates, nobles, people, and the heir of
the Scxon monarchs, he affectec a good deal
of hesitatior in accepting it; and when he
had done so, founded his claim upon elec-
tion, and not upon the title which he had

,Defore put forth.

He did accept the crown, however, but
from some suspicions, probably, of the good
faith of the Londoners, he showed no great
haste to trust himself within the walls of the
city. He demanded hostages, and sent a
detachment of his forees to take possession
of the capital, and build a fortress there to
overawe the town, while he himself remained
at Berkhamstead, or in its neighbourhood,

hunting or hawking in the woods and ficlds
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of Iertfordshire. Ilis coronation was ap-
pointed to take place in Westminster Abbey
on Ch\ristm'as-day, 1066, and William re-
paired In great pomp to the minster at the
time appointed. Ile was attended by a
great body of Englisl.n and Norman nobles;
and Aldred, archbishop of York, who, barcly
twelve months before, had placed the erown
on the head of Harold, prepared to perform
thc samc ccremony for the Conqueror.
Stigand, the archbishop of Canterbury, was
not permitted to crown the new king, for
after the expulsion of the Norman Robert
from the sce of Canterbury, Stigand had
never been acknowledged as archbishop by
the Normans or the Pope. By some strange
chance, a foreign bishop.was also present,
namely, the Bishop of Constance, a place
not within the territories of William at all ;
ansl he assisted the archbishop in the coro-
natjon. Aldred took the oath of the king to
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proteet the chureh, to govern the nation
cquitably, to enact just laws, and cause them
to be observed ; to put down rapine and in-
justice, and to do cqual right between Nor-
mans and Fnglishmen. ITe also, before he
put the crown on William’s head, addressed
the Anglo-Saxons in their owm language,
demanding, if they chose that prince for
their king. The Bishop of Constance put
the. same question to the Normans; and
.shouts of assent teatified the unanimous will
of the assembly. William was then enthroned
and crowned with the usual ceremonies,
amidst the vociferous acclamations of the
Saxons.

These rash expressions of joy at having
obtained & new master produced very fatal
consequences. At some little distance round
the Abbey were built a great many houses
of wood; and in the open space between

these and the church was stationed a large



FOR LITTLE JOHN JONESES. 73

body of William’s guards. The shouts of
the multitude within the building, in a tongue
whicly they, did not understand, alarmed and
cln'agc:d the ficrce Normans. 'They fancied
that the English within the church were in
the act of attacking their prince; and in a
fit of stupid®fury, without waiting for Yarther
information, they sct firc to the wooden
houses of the Saxons, producing a tumult
within and without the Abbey, which alasmed
William himself, and mhde the Conquers-
of Hastings turn pale. By great cxertions
the tumult was quelled, and the fire extin-
guished ; but the event left a rancorous fecl-
ing towards the Normans in the bosoms of
the English, which was not casily appeascd.

William now being seated on the throne,
and in possession of a grcat. part of the
country, did all he could to gain the affec-
tiom of his new subjects.  1Ie had met with
great difliculties in getting money cenough to

VOL. 1L 11
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carry through his invasion of England; to
maintain himself in his conquest required
more ; and his Norman nobles were looking
for honours and rewards. It was necessary,
therefore, to obtain gold ; but William very
prudently resolved to scek it by those means
that would give lcast offence to his new sub-
jects. Harold had collected a great amount
of treasurc at Winchester, and as there was
nobody to assert the rights of the dead
poince’s family, William scized all his wealth
without opposition. This only sufficed,
however, to satisfy the Norman nobles, the
monks and priests, and the pope; and to
supply his further ncecessities the king,
without having rccourse to a tax, gently
intimated to the most wealthy nobles and
bodics of citizens, that some presents would
be very acceptable. This mild method of
squeezing them was at first successfud;
and a very considerable sum was gained by
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‘such means. All William’s first acts were
highly popular. IIe¢ strictly forbade his
Norman sgldiers to injure or insult the Eng-
lish. "He made vast promises of protection
and kindness to his Saxon subjects ; and he
contented himself with stretching the rights
of conquet no farther than seizing the
lands of ITarold, his brothers, and the Eng-
lish nobles who had fallen in actual warfare
against him. This was as little perhaps as
could be expected ; and'the people began go
entertain a great opinion of his moderation
and cquity. He still secmed to entertain
some suspicions of the citizens of London ;
and a few days after his coronation he re-
tired to Barking, in Esscx, wherc all these
measures for conciliating the Iinglish, and
yet rewarding his Norman followers, werc
taken. The fame of his affability, justice.
and moderation, spread throughout the wholc
country; and the great nobles, who had
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been previously preparing for resistance,
abandoned their intention, and flocked to
Barking to make their submission. Amougst
these were Todwin and Morear, who were
received with every testimony of esteem.
The cstates and hononrs of all who sub-
mitied; were prescrved to them by the new
king; and ‘ ldgar Athcling himself was
treated with the utmost favour, and reeeived
a grant of scveral large estates at the hands
of the usurper.  William then made a tour
through the greater part of Fngland, show-
ing courtesy and kindness to all, and gain-
ing greatly upon the good opinion of the
people ; but, not trusting entirely to their
affection, he caused scveral strong castles to
be built at cevery point of importance, and
garrisoned them with his Norman forces.
Having thus by conciliating regard, and
guarding against surprise, done as much s

he could in so short a time to sceurc the
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kingdom he had conquered, William re-
turned for a time to Normandy, taking with
him Edgar Atheling, the Earls, Fidwin and
MoreaY, and Stigand, Archbishop of Canter-
bury. They went not indced in the painful
position of prisoners, but rather as guests,
who might et any moment become hostages ;
and the very splendour which they felt them-
selves bound to display in the court of their
conqueror, and which we are told excited the
wonder and admiration of the Normans,
must have been very distasteful to their fecl-
ings.

It would, uudeubtedly, have been more
prudent for William to remain in his new
dominions, till his power was sccured;
and it is generally supposcd that his object
in visiting Normandy, was to display himseclf
in the cyes of his fellow-countrymen, as a
great conqueror and a magnificent king.
Others have indeed supposed that he wished

H 2
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to try the fidelity of the English before he
confided fully in them ; and the trial was at
all events very severe.  On his departare,
he left the government in the hands of his
brother Odo, of Baycux, and of William
Fitzosborne, onc of the most cclebrated
leaders in his army ; but if hi. charge to
them, like that which he had before given
to his principal officers, was to treat his
English subjects with equity and kindness,
Jhe regents sadly betrayed their trust.  The
Norman soldiery in general, no longer over-
awed by the presence of their monarch, as-
sumed all the insolence of conquerors, and
oppressed and  maltreated the Saxons
throughout the whole kingdom. No redress
was te be obtained from the regents, who
encouraged the soldiery in trampling the
natives of the land under foot; and the spirit
of revolt began to show itsclf in many places.
The men of Kent broke out into open resist-
ance ; and calling to their aid Eustace, Count
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of Boulogne, then at enmity with William,
they besicged Dover castle, but were re-
pulsed with loss, and abandoned by their
confederate.

The revolt in Ilercfordshire was even
more serious.  The Normans plundered
the estatesp and maltreated the peasantry
of a Saxon carl, known by the name
of Edric the Forester. Kdricattacked and
drove them forth, and on their rengwing
their insolent attempts, ealled to his aid two
of the Welsh prinecs, and retaliated npon
the Normans in Herefordshire the erueltics
they had inflicted upon the Saxons.  Mur-
murs and discontent spread throughout the
whole land; and a general rising for the
purpose of mass:u:rciu;; the Normaas was
upon the eve of taking place, When William,
warned of the state of Kngland, suddenly
sppeared at Winchelsea, and proceeded with
o)l speed to London. Ilere he was imme-
diately surrounded by the Saxon nobles and
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predates, all cagaly prcfanmg than com
plamts agammst the 1egents  Willam s
tencd with mildness and affability, promiscd
1ediess, and glanted scyveral petitions, so
that ttanquillity was for the tine 1estored

I1ns peaceful state continued but tor a very
shoit penod, the hmg’s want of moncy be-
coming piessing, and no 1csource bang
open for supplymg lus ticasury., In these
cncumstances, he 1cvived the odious tax
called Danegelt, and m a vary few weeks
T1osistnce appeared m vanous parts ot the
countty Lxcter was the fust aty which
108e aganst the hing, the people beng en-
couraged to revolt by Githa, the mother of
Harold, who had amasscd considerable
ticasures I the town  The atizens called
all the nughbounng country to then aid,
1cpancd then walls, laid up large stores, and
preparcd  to defend themsclves manfully,
But the 1ap1d moycments of the king speedily
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suppressed the revolt; for marching at once
to Exeter, in the midst of winter, he laid
siege to thgt town, and foreed it to sirender,
after a siege of eighteen days.  Githa es-
caped to Flanders, carrying her wealth with
her ; and William marched through Devon-
shire and Cdrmwall, suppressing all tendency
to tumult, and pacifying the wlole country
through which he passed.

He was not destined to know peace, how-
cver; for hardly was ofe conspiracy sup-
pressed before another broke forth. It is true,
with the vain expectation of tranquillity ~in
which men indunlge even when they have ac-
quired anything wrongfully, William fancicd,
when the revoltin Devonshire was suppressed,
that he might indulge in some little repose;
and his queen, Matilda, was brought over to
England, for the purpose of being erowned,
vdhich ceremony was performed on Whit

Sundiy, by the Archbishop of York. ller
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to meddle with the more powerful of the
Saxon nobles.  Kdwin and Morcar, the two
most popular and wealthy of the English
carls, were left in possession of their offices
and property ; and William courted them
for some time, with every appearance of re-
gard. * e even promised Edwin to bestow
upon him one of his danghters in marriage ;
but, when the young nobleman claimed the
fulfilment of this engagement, William re-
fused to keep his word ; and Iidwin retired
with his brother into the north, in order to
pit pare for taking arms against the usurper.
The whole provinees north of the Ilumber
were ready for revolt.  York was eager in
the Saxon cause. The Kings of Denmark
and Seotland allied themselves with the in-
surgents, and an attack upon the Normans
from the side of Wales was concerted with
the prinee of that country, nearly allied s

Edwin and Morcar. This was the moet



FOR LITTLE JOIIN JONESES. 85

formidablt conspiracy which William had
yet met with ; and the historians tell us that
his good fortunc did not desert him. My
belief is, however, that fortune has very little
1o do with war. Something, indeed, must
depend upon accident, but in war, as in
most other%hings, a mun’s success i gene-
rally brought about by vigoury determina-
tion, judgment, and promptitude.  As soon
as William heard that the two LKarls were in
arms in the north, he sput himself at the
head of his forees, marched against them
with the utmost rapidity, and coming wy.ent
them before they were fully prepared, left
them no choiee but to fight with insufficient
forees, to fly the kingdom, or to throw them-
sclves upon his mvrcy.. They chose the
latier course 3 and William, irf order to con-
ciliate the great body of the people, par-
denced the two Farls, but very unwisely
punished o great number of the inferior

YOL. TI. 1



86 JOHN JONES’S TALES,

Saxons. Many were imprisoned; and the
city of York was forced to pay a large fine,
and reccive a garrison of Norman soldiers.
This treatment of their followers showed
J.dwin and Morcar that their own punish-
ment was only delayed from motives of
policy; and, wise betimes, they fled to the
court of Malcohn, King of Scotland, who had
made his peace with William, but who re-
ceiverd them with the greatest kinduess.
Edgar Atheling, acd other great nobles of
the country, now thoroughly convinced that
1 a8 the plan of William to oppress, und
not to rule, the Saxon people, followed the
cxample of the two Earls, and the young
Saxon prince reached Scotland in safety,
with Lis sisters, Margarct and Christina.
Their reception by the .King of Scotland
was as kind as that which he had given to
Ldwin and Morcar; and, captivated by tl-c
beauty and grace of the Princess Margargt,
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he united himself to her by marriage, from
which connexion sprang Matilda, whose de-
scendantgllenry I1., King of Kngland, thus
united the blood of the Saxon and the Nor-
man races. It is probable that William
rejoiced at the voluntary cxile of so many
whom he Tlad just cause to fear; but every
step which tyranny takes for its®own sccurity
is accompanied by some certain danger. A
number of the Saxon nobles fled to Den-
mark, and their representations possegsed
Swein, the Danish king, with a hope of
conquering England.  Any rule, in<*iitt,
scemed to the unfortunate Saxons preferable
to that of the Norman; and the Northum-
brians, who were principally of Danish cx-
traction, longed for the presence of their
kindred race to frec them ffom the hated
sway of the Conqueror.  Knemics, in short,
aurrounded William on every side; and
while the Northumbrians prepared for a
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ficsh 1cvolt, and the flects of Denmark were
collecting for the mcditated mvasion, the
sons of ITarold, who hul tahen 1cfuge m
Iiddand, landed with a force supphied to tham
by Damot, king of that country, and 1avaged
the shorcs of the Bristol Channel, after slay -
mg a sSazon nobleman, who, 0 show lus
seal o1 us new mastar, marched agamst
the sons of Ins forma king A sceond ex-
peditim, winch they made not long after,
provad less fortuate, o1, having landed m
Dcvonshimg, they were encountared twice m
ol day by a body of the Normans, and dc-
{cated on both occastons with tainble loss

It would be (ndlcss to tl you all the con-
spnacics that succecded one another, which,
mdccd, only sarved to show the macasimg
ammosity bethween the Notmans and the
Lnghish I must content myscl, thado,
with giving you somc account of the mvaston
of the Dancs, and the 115mg of Northun-
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berland, though all the authors I have rcad
differ very greatly as to many of the parti-
culars,, %'he Northumbrians, as we have
secn, were always a very turbulent race ; and
William, baving reccived intimation that
they were Preparing to revolt, resolved to
bridle them by severe mcasures. 1le ac-
cordingly sent into Northumbetland one of
the fiercest and most oppressive of his Nor-
man followers. This was Robert Cutamin,
who took up his abode’'at Durham wid: a
very considerable body of Norman cavalry,
and, it would appcar, began spcedily Yo
show his disposition, if notthe commands he
had received. The organization of North-
umbrians, however, was more complete
than he had belicved. The Danis$h flect
was preparing to sail. The citizens of York
were on the eve of revolt; and on the 29th
Of January, 1069, Cummin was surprised
dnd slain, with more than seven hundred of
12
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his followers. Almost at the same time
York Castle was besieged by the citizens.
Robert Fitz-Richard, the governbdr of the
city, was killed in the insurrection ; and the
Danish flect, of three hundred ships, ap-
peared in the Ilmnber, commanded by
Osborn, brother of the King of Denmark.
Joining the Fnglish insurgents, who had
called them to their shores, the Danes im-
medigtely proceeded to assist in the siege of
Ycrk Castle, which was filled with Normans,
who had taken refuge there at the first out-
E‘?:Z:k of the insurrcction, and who were
resointely prepared to defend themselves in
hopes of relief from Williamn. In order,
however, to deprive ¢he enemy of the cover
afforded to an attacking force by the houses
of the suburb, the Normans sct fire 1o them.
The flames spread to the town; and the
people, enraged to fury at what they con-

sidered a mere act of barbarous vengeance,
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rushed tumultuonsly to the attack of the
castle, and carried it by assault. The whole
gan‘isqn, sonsisting of three thousand war-
like Normans, were put to the sword by the
Danes and Saxons, with the exception of
four persons, consisging of the governor, his
wife, and two children, who were Spared,
notwithstanding the rage of the people. The
united army of the Northumbrians and the
Danes had been joined by lidgar Atlreling,
anoble Saxon named Cdspatrie,and another
of the name of Woltheof ; and the custody
of York Castle was committed to the Iattor.
Insurrections, at the same time, had teken
place in other parts of the country ; and had
the nation but shown jtsclf united at this
moment, the power of the Normah Con-
queror would probably have ficen at an end.
Such, however, was not the case; and no
" feneral rising took place. The situation of

William, however, was still perilous in the
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extieme  If he mairched at once to the
noith, where his presence was ugently
nccdod, he Icft his southan tane i S undc
fcnded, and open to my attempt of s one-
mics. It he ledt the Dames md Northum
buans to cstablish thap powar firmly m
the noith, a 11llving pumt w ould be thae
acated for all the maleontcnts thioughout
the land  hs proceedings ware thus 1en-
darcdanuch slowcr than usual, and 1t wasnot
till, fftcr York had buen for some time m the
hands of the (nemy, that William ventured
To 1cad hus tioops agamst the Dancs s
wiah was not appeascd at all by delay,
however, and when he began lus maich, he
swore by God’s splcndom, which was Ins
common oath, that he would lay the whole
of Northumbciland wast(, and extupate
thc mhabitants  Iad the Dancs 1cmamcd
tiue to then allics, he would have fourid

1t difficult to exceute hus thaeat, and know-
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ing that such must be the case, William
had recourse to other means than arms to
rid himself of the most formidable of his
up]mm'.ms. Seeret negotiations took place
between the Danish commander and the
Norman prince; and the unfortunate Saxons
were saerifited to the greedy avariee <f the
one, and the cunning of the others Osborn re-
ceived a large sum of money to retire to his
native land, and the Northumbrians werp left
to contend alone with a merciless sovereign.
The first act of William was dirccted to re-
cover York ; but the Saxons, despairiws of
clemeney, defended the castle with the gost
gallant determination.  Waltheof, the com-
mander, displayed a degree of courage,
determination, and skill, in resisting all
William’s vﬂ'or.ts, which woif even the ad-
miration of the Conqueror; and the siege
weas profracted so long, that the king almost

despaired of suceess. Famine, however, did
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the work which the Norman sword could
not accomplish ; and the gallant Waltheof
was at length forced to surrender. What
terms he made we do not know; but the
estcem and admiration of the king for his
gallant opponent were marked by the ho-
nours and favours which he showered upon
him.  Not. contented with pardoning his
armed resistanee, William loaded him with
honours, and bestowed upon him the hand
of his niece, Judith, which, though intended
u&loubtcd]y as the greatest hoon he could
bestaw, proved a curse, instead of a blessing,
to_the unfortunate Waltheof.

Faithful to his vindictive oath, William,
as soon as the spring of 1070 had fully sct
in, merched northward as far as the town of
IHexham, wasting the whole country with
fire and sword. The most frightful exeesses
and barbaritics were committed by his

troops. No age, rank, or sex was spared; and
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in the space of a very few months, more than
a hundred thousand persons perished, cither
by famine.or the sword. The houses, and
even the churches, were burnt to the ground,
and the whole country, between York and
Durham, was reduced to a wilderness, in
which state®it continued for more than nine
years. This terrible exceution® over, Wil-
liam returned to the south, but with no feel-
ings of love and affection for his Erglish
subjects, whom he seemehenceforth to have
looked upon as enemies, only to be kept
down by rigour and oppression.  EXery
Saxon was removed rom the offices he b-1d,
with the exeeption only of Waltheof and
C'ospatrie, the former of whom continued for
some time high in the king’s favour; while
the latter obtained the carldoift of Northum-
berland by supplying the king’s necessities
weeh a large sum of money. Even the

higher clergy were not exempted trom  the
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general fate of their countrymen.  Legates
were obtained from Rome, which had always
been favourable to the Norman Gonqueror
and they eertainly performed his will with all
due diligence and obedience.  The Saxon
bishops and abbots were removed tomake way
for Normans; and, with or without the sane-
tion of the head of the church, many of the
monasteries were stripped of the wealth they
contrined, upon pretences which were easily
found in times so full of trouble and insur-
rection.

Kumerous other revolts took plaee, but
William was still successful; and, in one
which oceurred in the Isle of Ely, the gallant
Ka1 Morear was delivered up in a treach-
crous manner by those in whom he placed
the greatest trust.  INdwin, his brother, o
nobleman beloved by the whole Inglish
nation, was betrayed still more vilely, @y
three brothers, his most intimate friends.

In order, 1t would scem, to eain the avour
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of William, these infamous traitors attacked
the young carl as he was flying to Scotland,
and put im to death, with twenty of his
followers.  Having completed the murder,
they cut off their vietim’s head, and carried
it to William, doubtless expeeting great ho-
nours and rewards; but even the steen Nor-
man was moved at the lamentalfle sight, and
shed tears over his fallen enemy.  Instead
of reeciving reward, the traitors wege ba-
nished from the realm fer ever ; but the mo-
mentary impulse of generosity had no per-
manent cffcet ; and the Norman  shewed
himself no less eruel, exaeting, and oppaes-
sive than before.  Those whom he had
power to oppress he did not fail to trample
on; and those whom he feared to trample on,
he strove to conciliate.  Nonesof the Naxons,
however, were in the latter ease; and all
-sidflered, sooner or later, from his suspicious
and vindietive eharaeter.

VoL L K
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Maleolm, King of Scotland, had, as we
have scen, shown on all occasions the greatest
kindness and friendship for the unfortunate
Saxon exiles. In the latter revolts, too, he
had taken a more active part; and atlength,
issuing forth fron Cumberland, he ravaged
the neghbouring parts of William’s domi-
nions, with-a degree of barbarity not less
than the king had showed himself. To put
a stop to these incursions, as soon as the
various Saxon partisans in the south were
subdued, William marched his army into the
Scottish territory, and prepared to take ven-
geance upon Malcolm.  The King of Scot-
land was not unprepared to receive him, and
even advanced, it is said, with a considerable
force, to give him battle. Fach, howerver,
had some reverence for his o];poncnt’s power
and military capacity, and after the two ar-
mies had remained in cach other’s preser e

for several days, a treaty of peace was con-
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“cluded between the two monarchs, in virtue
of which Maleolm did homage to William
for the lands he possessed within the Eng-
lish p.:ﬂc ; and William agreed to reccive
Edgar Athcling into favour, and allow him a
pension suitable to his rank.

Upon what pretence we do not éxactly
know-—perhaps on account of the fecble re-
sistance he had offered to the King of Scot-
land —Earl Cospatric, on William’s return
from the north, was deprived of Northumler-
land, which was bestowed upon his old com-
panion in arms, Waltheof. This act of jus-
tice or injustice performed, William, lookmg
upon his English territories as safe, deter-
mined to visit his continental dominions, in
order to suppress\ revolt which had® taken
place amongst the people of Mhine, instigated
to rebellion by Tulke, Count of Anjon, who
$hatl, it would secm, some claim upon the ter-
ritory. Lieaving the greater part of his Nor-
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mans in England, to enjoy a short period of .
repose, William composed the army which
he now led into Normandy almost #ntirely of
Saxons, who might be dangerous if left be-
hind, and who, under his own eye, could be
ruled with greater ease. _This policy proved
very suceessful.  The Saxons, mingled with
the Normans, fought with the utmost bravery
on behalf of the sovereign whom they now
served, and the people of Maine were soon
redpced to obedience; but while thus suc-
cessful on the Continent, new and unex-
pected dangers were arising in the country
Wilkam had left behind.  The Saxons, it is
true, remained in subjection, but the very
Normans, on whom he had relied with the
most implicit confidence, whomhe had loaded
with favours, and pampered in their inso-
Ienee, now prepared to hurl him from the
throne to which they had aided to raise hi.a.

The ehief conspirators were Roger, Karl of
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Hereford, and Ralph, Earl of Norfolk, who
had proposed an alliance between their two
families, by the marriage of the latter to the
sister ‘of the former.  William, probably un-
willing to see two such powerful families
united, refused his consent to the marriage ;
and, procc‘cding with contemptuous scorn of
the King’s will, the two barons completed
the marriage, and invited a large party of
their friends and connexions to the wedding
feast. Amongst othersewas Waltheof, Farl
of Northumberland, who had married, as 1
have told you, Judith, the nicee of the*Con-
queror.  This wretched woman had absays
abhorred her Saxon husband, who had pro-
bably been foreed upon her, according to the
custom of the tiidkes, by the will of her*power-
ful uncle. Unfortunately giting way to the
hubits of his nation, Waltheof drank more wine
tfan a reasonable man should do, and when
wl the guests were more or less intoxieated,

K 2
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a conspiracy was proposed by the two Earls,
for the purpose of depriving William of his
crown.  Abuse of cvery kind was showered
upon him by his Norman fovourites.  1le
was called tyrammous, oppressive; and the
meanness of his birth, by his mother’s side,
was nod forgotten. It was arranged that the
Danes, the Welsh, and the disconteneed Fng-
lish should all be ealled upon to co-operate
in his overthrow ; and the Normans rose from
the feast to prepare dor the exeention of their
design, while the unhappy Waltheof awolke
from ‘his drunkenness to regret and appre-
henson. After pondering for some time
upon his Iuckless fate, the gallant English-
man, the bravest and noblest of his race left
in the “land, communicatod the fact of the
couspiracy to s wife, whose fidelity and al-
feetion he did not doubt, and then revealed
the whole to Lanfrane, now Archbishop of

Canterbury, a forcigner, it is true, but a
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noble and high-minded man. Launfranc gave
him the adviee which might be expected from
his character.  He counselled him to hasten
Eenmcdi.ut.c]y to Normaudy, and, casting him-
self upon the merey of the King, to reveal to
him all he knew of the treasonable designs
against him.

Waltheot followed the advie¢ he had re-
ceived; but his faithless wife, Judith, had
seen beforchand with him; and @ messenger
from her had already conveyed to William
not only news of the conspiracy, but of her
hushand’s share in the guilt.  William re-
ceived him and heard his confession mith
less wrath than might have been expeeted.
It is even asserted thag he promised him
pardon; but he Qetained him near hiin, and
at once set out to Kngland, Vo strike at the
leaders of the conspiracy.  They had been
sp®edily informed of Waltheof’s journey to

Normandy ; and, concluding that he had
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gone to confess his erime, they foolishly took
arms before their preparations were complete.
Iiven before Willinm’s return, their attempt
had been rendered hopeless by the vigour
and decision of those whom the Conqueror
had left asregents. The Earl of Ilcreford
was dcfeated, and taken by the Norman
forces in Worcestershire ; and the Earl of
Norfolk, after losing a battle near Cambridge,
against Odo, the King's brother, retreated
into the castle of Norwich, where he was -
mediately besieged.  Dreading the king’s
wraih if he fell into his hands whilst his rage
wee still at its height, the Earl contrived to
cffect his escape. His young wife, who re-
mained in the castle, defended it for several
days, and then surrenderéd, upon condition
of being permtitted to join her husband.
Shortly after these events had taken place,
William himself rcached FEngland, and pto-
cceded to crush out the last sparks of the
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conspiracy.  Cruclty and injustice marked
the whole of his course at this time; and,
indeed, cach year as he grew older, his tem-
per scemed to beeome more and more harsh
and revengeful.  Marching into the west, he
caused a numbm’ of persons to be scized, of
whom somé were lx.m«rul some hac their
cyes put out, and many had their hands cut
off.  An infinite number of others were
banished and outlawed ; the conspiracy gerved
as a pretext for oppressing the Saxons,
aud the work of pillage began again amongst
those of that race who still remainedipos-
sessed of wealth or property.  Willgyr's
total want of cquity was shown in his treat-
ment of the three principal conspirators.
The Earl of IL&t:ford, with whom it origi-
nated, though not absolutely pardoned, was
treaded with great lenity, and only condemned
‘to®imprisonment.  Ralph, Earl of Norfolk,

was, for the time, out of the king's reach;
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but Walthcof was ncar at hand, and though
the least guilty, was the most severely dealt
with. He was brave, generous, and noble,
beloved by the whole people, and even
csteemed and admired by the better sort of
the Normans. On the other hand, however,
he was: possessed of great wealth and large
estates, which the Norman courticrs, and,
perhaps, the king himself, longed to scize;
and he had a wife, who, desirous of marry-
ing another, saw no means of doing so, ¢x-
cept by procuring his death. All the influence
of thy courtiers and of Judith was cmployed
to yause the angey of William against him,
and at Iength he was brought to trial at Win-
chester.  1e denied that hehad ever joined
in the eonspiracy, but acknowledged that he
had heard andkconcealed for a fow days the
plans of the rebels.  1lis contrition and con-
fession might very well have atoned for this
offence; but his Norman judges, after a
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good decal of hesitation, condemned him to
death. Either William’s knowledge of his
innocence. or the promise of pardon which
he is sdid to have made, rendered him un-
willing to exceute the sentence, and he
kept him in prison for some months, during
which time, the Norman courtiers, especially
Ives de Tailbois, and Judith, the prisoner’s
wife, laboured by every art to procure his
death. They were at length successful; and
in April, 1075, the king prdered him to be
beheaded. ‘This eruel command was executed
immediately, just outside the gates of &Vin-
chester, and his body was buried with ¢yory
mark of indignity at the foot of the scaffold.
The Normans, though .t.hcy had taken his
life, could not deprive him of the lowe and
adwiration of his countrymea, who looked
upon him as the greatest and best as well as
the last of the old Saxon nobles. The monks

of, Croyland obtained leave to remove his
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body to their abbey ; and the superstitious
vencration of the Saxons soon found out
that miracles were worked at the tomb of
Waltheof. This greatly offended the king,
and the abbot of Croyland was expelled by
his orders; but Ingulphus, the historian, who
was placed in his stead, though a friend and
favourite of William, did not fail to perpe-
tuate the story of the miracles, and mention
them in his history.

F.om this moment, the Saxons were en-
tirely and utterly depressed, and no safety
was to be found by any of the race possessed
of landed property, without claiming the
protection, and becoming, as it were, the de-
pendent of some powerful Norman lord.

After the death of Waltacof, only one of
the chief conspirators remained to be dealt
with, namely, Ralph, FEarl of Norfolk, who,
although the Earl of Hereford was undou bt-

cdly the person who had first instigated the
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others to rebellion, had rendered himself
more criminal by his pertinacious efforts to
carry out the objects of the conspiracy. He
was n bold and daring young nobleman, of
great power and wealth, possessing large
cstates in .Brita,nnx; and, having by somnc
means established very intimate comilexions
with the Duke of Britanny, the King of
France, and the King of Denmark, when
foreed to fly from the castle of Norwieh, he
had first visited Britannyj then proceeded, it
would seem, to Denmark.  1lis object was
to obtain assistance from the king of® that
country, in which he was not veryesac-
cessful.  He then returned to his own ter-
ritorics, where he strepgthened himself in
his city of Dp’l, a strong and important
place in those days, surrounded by marshes
which rendered it unapproachable, exeept
‘by®some narrow causcways. William was
not ignorant of all these proceedings, and
VOL. Il L
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as soon as he had completely crushed all
tendency to revolt in England, he hurried
back to the continent in order to attack the
rebel earl, swearing he would not raise the
sicge of Dol till he had his enemy in his
power. This rash oath he was unable to
keep. The carl and his faithful wife sct his
cfforts at defiance, and, well knowing that
assistance was not remote, resolved to en-
dure the last extremity before they surren-
derpd.  In the meantime, the Duke of DBri-
tanny was collecting troops to support his
friena and vassal ; and the King of Iranec,
jealcus of William’s great power, was march-
ing with a considerable army to the assist-
ance of the besieged. The King of Iingland
now saw himself in a very ‘dangerous posi-
tion, with a resolute adversary and a strong
fortress in his front, and two powerful armics,
now united, menacing his rcar. Mortificd-

and humiliated, Le was foiced to raise the
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sicge in haste, and fly rather than retreat,
leaving behind him his tents and baggage,
which fell into the hands of the enemy. A
number of his men were also killed in the
retreat ; and the short campaign ended in a
treaty of peace, which William gladly ac-
cepted, gi‘ving the hand of his daughter
Constance to the Duke of Britanny. A
short period of repose suceeeded, for all ex-
ternal encimnies were now either erusbhed or
pacified ; but the king was destined next to
encounter dangers and difliculties from one
of the members of his own family, whose
ambition was as great as his own, but pinac-
companicd by his prudence and perse-
verance.

It would sceth, that in a previous treaty
with the King'of France, William had pro-
miscd to bestow his continental dominions
uwfon his son Robert, without specifying,

however, whether he was to receive them
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before or after his father’s death; Robert
chose to put the former meaning upon the
engagement, and frequently pressed his
father to yield him up Normandy and Maine.
William, however, merely replied with a jest,
saying that he never stripped till he went to
bed; and day by day, the young prince be-
came more” irritated, till a foolish quarrel
with his two younger brothers threw him
into agtual rebellion. It would scem that he
was of an impetuons and hasty disposition,
and sometimes iunclined to domineer over
Willam and Henry, the two younger sons
of .the Conqueror. They retaliated in the
spirit of boyish mischicf, and onc day, while
Robert was walking with some friends in the
court of the castle of I’Aigle, in Normandy,
the two young princes threw a jug of water
over him from one of the upper windows.
Robert, who was in an irritable mood, teok
firc at this foolish trick, and rushed upstaics
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with his drawn sword in his hand, vowing to
put his brothers to death.  The attendants
endeavoured to stop him, and a tumult en-
sued, which bronght the king to the spot ; but
even then it was with difficulty that bloodshed
was prevented.  Robert, still indignant, re-
fused to be reconciled to his brothers, and
sceretly quitted 1°Aigle that hight with a
number of young nobles who had attached
themsclves to his fortunes.  Ile now threw
off all restraint, and attempted to scize, the
Castle of Rouen, but was frustrated by Roger
d’Ivry, the governor. Orders were fmme-
diately given by Willian to arrest the prince
and hisaccomplices ; but this was not so casily
done; and, retiring to thg little town of Neuf-
chatel, between the rivers Seine and Somme,
Robert continued to carry on a sort of de-
sultory warfarc against his father’s officers
in®Normandy, till William took the field
against him himnself. Robert proved no con-
L2
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temptible ecnemy, for his standard was joincd'
by a number of the young Norman nobles,
and was secretly assisted by the King of
France. William’s skill and expérience,
however, prevailed; and the young prince
was driven from placc to place, till, finding
that ht should be forced to fly from Nor-
mandy, he applied to the French sovercign
for some strong town in which he could take
refuge. That king gave him up a place
called Gerberoy, beyond the frontiers of
Normandy, but thither William pursued him
with#4n army composcd entirely of Saxons.
In this expedition, William had necarly lost
his life by his son’s hand. Robert, who was
a prince of the most undaunted courage, sal-
lied fozth to attack the troops of the king as
they advanced ; and secing onc knight on the
part of the cnemy distinguishing himself
by daring valour, he hastened to encounier

him, unhorsed him with his lance, and
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wounded him in the arm. Stretched upon
the ground, his adversary raised that part of
his helmet which covered the face, and
Robert’ beheld with horror and consterna-
tion the features of his father. Struck
with remorse and %hame, the young prince
sprang from his hou,c and besought pardon
on his knees. William, however, mortified
and enraged, called down a bitter maledic-
tion on his son’s head, and, springipg on
the fresh horse which Robert offered him,
gaulloped away to have his wound dressed.
It would appear that the result of tlre en-
counter was altogether unfavourable o the
king, for it is certain that he was obliged to
abandon the siege, and retreat in a dis-
orderly manner?

The feelings of remorse which this event
had produced, however, were permanent in
-the breast of Robert ; and, from that moment,

he carnestly seughta reconciliation with his
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father, which, however, was with difﬁcult_y,'
obtained. The intereessions of Matilda, how-
ever, and other sincere friends of the king
and the prince, were at length suceessful;
and Robert was not only received, but trusted
by his father. The unnatural war between
parent and child had lasted more than two
years; and 'William’s long absence from his
acquired kingdom, had given an opportunity
to his. encmies, which they had taken some
advantage of. Malcolm, King of Scotland,
had broken the treaty of peace existing
between the two crowns, had invaded and
plundered Northumberland, had carried off
immense booty, and an infinite number of
prisoners, who were reduced to slavery in
Scotland.  On the other ‘hand, Walcher,
Bishop of Durham, who had been ercated
Earl of Northumberland, had brutally op-
pressed the Saxons in the north, and cotn-

tenanced two of his favourites in the mur-
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der of an English Thane, named Leulph.
The friends and relations of the murdered
mau, joining with other Northumbrians, had
risen upon the bishop, and slain him at
Gateshead, together with a hundred of his
creatures, all Normans or Ilemings. To
punish the Nort]utmbrians, and retaliate
upon the King of Scotland the® ravages he
had committed, Robert was sent to the
north with a considerable foree, immedi-
ately after the king’s rgturn to ]‘]ngla.nd.
We do not find, however, that Robert per-
formed anything worthy of notice in thts ex-
pedition, except the building of a strong
castle ncar the spot where the bishop was
murdered, to which he gave the name of
New Castle, which was soon surreunded
by one of the most flourishing towns in
England.

Bcveral years were now passed in com-

parativedrangaillity, marked only by another
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trait of William’s ruthless disposition. Ilis
brother, Odo, Bishop of Baycux, and Farl
of Kent, had served him faithfully, and been
largely rewarded. But of the same ambitious
and grasping character as the king himsclf,
he was not content with the advancement he
had obtained, and had gu.thcri:d together
large sums' of moncy and numecrous fol-
lowers, by the influence of which, he hoped
to be elected pope.  To carry on his schemes
sccurely, he proposed to visit Rome, and
was just about to embark from the Isle of
Wigkt, when the king, unwilling to sce so
much treasure placed out of his reach,
ordered his brother to be arrested, and kept
him a prisoncer in the Castle of Rouen for
the rest of his own life.  Ali Odo’s treasures
were seized ; gnd the fruits of a long life of
rapine and oppression went to a greater
robber than himsclf.

Avarice, indeed, appeared-by this time to



FQR *LITTLE JOIIN JANESES. 119

have become a stronger passion with Wil-
liam than cven ambition ; and, the only feel-
ing that scemed to equal the desire of gold
in his mind was the love of hunting. To
gratify the latter, he completely depopulated
an immense tract of_country in Hampshire,
pulling down the houses and churches, and
taking posscssion of all the lands, without a
fair compensation to the owners. Thirty-six
parish churches were thus demolished, and
the whole country convered into one vast
forest, which was afterwards called the New
Forest, a name that it retains to the prsent
day. Another act which he perfoumed
towards the close of his life and reign, is
much more to his honqur. This was the
making of a general survey of the whole of
Fngland ; but [ must explain to you more
exaetly what T mean, and how it was done.
Wifliam sent commissioners into every

cotuty,~#Hth odders to aseertain exactly by
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information on oath, the name of cach town
and village in the county ; how many manors
the county contained ; how many hides of
land were in cach manor; how much was
arable, woodland, and meadow; how many
mills and fish-ponds there werg; who was
the loid of every part of the country and
of every village and town ; and how many
freemen and  serfs were on cach pro-
perty:  Besides all this, the commissioners
were required to veport the names of those
who had held the estates in the reign
of Edward the Confessor, what amount
of taxes they had then paid, and what was
actually paid at the time of the suarvey.
This examination was, upon the whole, very
accurdtely made ; and the w‘hole information
was written doswn, forming what is called the
Doomsday-hook, which is still preserved.
In 1083, William lost his wife, Matiida,

who gained the reputation ¢t a swict, and
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cven our best writers praisc her highly.
Yet T cannot help thinking that she com-
mitted a great fault during the wars be-
tween fier husband and her son. It cannot,
perhaps, be said, that she encouraged Robert
in 1'csistzm.cc to his fnlhcr; but she certainly
supplicd him with money to carry *on the
war. William, however, regretted her deeply,
and scewmed, after her death, to take no plea-
sure in any of his former amuscments.

The rest of William’se life was busy and
troublous. The first cause of alarm which
affected the king, was the immense prépara-
tion of Canute, King of Denmark, wlho, in
league with the Count of Flanders, prepared
to invade England with the largest fleet
which had everyet taken the sca. o meet
this danger, William calleds over immense
numbers of Normans, and also bands of ad-
“veiturers from other parts of Kurope, whom
he sufferad todive at free quarters for many

VOL. 11 M
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months upon the sca-coast of England, plun-
dering and oppressing the people in a very
barbarous and cruel manner. To pay them,
he inflicted a severe tax upon the English,
who were already reduced to the lowest
state of poverty by his cxactions. Mighty
preparations, indeed, often end in nothing ;
and William was soon delivered from his
fear of Canute, whose fleet was so long de-
tained in port by contrary winds, that quar-
rels broke out amongst his chief officers,
which compelled him to abandon his inten-
tion, «tnd dismiss his army.

Peace at this time existed between Wil-
liam and the King of France; but the Nor-
man had not forgotten the ncighbouring
monareh’s conduct towards fis son, Robert;
and the French sovercign lost no opportu-
nity of stirring up troubles in Normandy.
William determined to have revenge; wnd-

as soon as all danger of invasiun wes vasscd,
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he called the nobles and prelates of the
kingdom together, forced ) large sum of
moncy from them, and sailed for Nor-
mandy, whenee he was never to return.
1lis first proceedings were to  suppress
some turbulent nobles, who had disturbed
the ]wnc:: of the duchy; and then, it
would appear, he was making®preparations
for attacking France, when he fell sick at
Rouen. William had by this time become
exceedingly fat, and a,coarse joke of the
King of Irance upon his large stm.mu-h
being reported to him, irritated himealmost
to frenzy. 1lle vowed that, as soon as he
was welly he would light up a thousand bon-
fires in France in honour of his recovery ;
and he accordingly marched the moment he
could leave his bed, to exgeute his threat.
1t was now harvest time and very hot; and
Vfilliam advanced up the river Seine, ra-

vagine and 8csolating the whole country as
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he passed. The town of Mantes made
some resistance, but was speedily taken;
and to fulfil his word to the letter, he
ordered it to be burnt, without giving all the
people time to escape. lle himsclf stood
nearto sce the barbarous 'commzmd exceuted ;
but violent passions indulged, almost always
bring their own punishment. He was not
in a good state of health. The violent heat
of the burning houses, and the excitement,
brought on fever ; aud he felt himself obliged
to return to Rouen.  On the way, his illness
was inereased by a severe bruisc which he
received from the starting of his horse; and
his farther journey was made in a litter, that
is to say, a sort of bed, cither carricd on
men'’s shoulders, or slung” between two
horses.  Becoming worse and worse, he
soon found death approaching; but he bore
the prospeet with the utmost ealmmess and

fortitude, conversed with his mwbles,,on the
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cmptiness of human greatness, and made
his will, by which he left his continental
dominions to his eldest son, liobcrt; the
throne of England to his sccond son, Wil-
liam; and a large sum of money to his
youngest son ITenyy. A fourth son, named
Richard, died during his father’s life, from
an accident he met with in hunting. Some
remorse seems to have tonched the king in
his last moments ; for, besides ordering large
sums of money to be given to the clgrgy,
which men in those days thought conld wipe
away sins, he directed all the state prisoners
to Dbe set at liberty, which was an act of
penitence doubtless more pleasing to the
Almighty. All this being done, he died at
the abbey of St. Ger rais, near Roucet, on the
9th of September.  1le was an ambitious,
avaricious, erncl, and remorscless prinee— a
brz.l.v(:, skilful, and successful soldier—a cun-
vire, Liar-sighted, and provident politician
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—a chaste, sober, and abstemious man. Tlis
person 1 have already deseribed to you; and
T will onl‘y add, to show you his great
strength, that practised as all the Normans
were in archery, no one could draw William’s
bow but himself. ,

By his wife, Matilda, William had four
sons and five daughters. One son, as I have
told you, died young; onc daughter went
into a zonvent ; another, named Alice, died
in youth ; Agatha was betrothed to Alphonso,
King of Spain, but died on her way to that
country ; Constance was marricd to the Duke
of Britanny ; and Adela was married to Ste-
phen, Count of Blois. A sixth daughter is
mentioned by some authors under the name
of Gundreda, and 1is said to have been mar-
ried to the Karl of Surrey, and to have died
in childbirth shortly after; but little is known
of her existence, nor is it certain that thitre
ever was such a person.  Thuyd Wilinm left
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at his death three sons, Robert, William,
and Henry, of each of whom, T shall have to
tell you more; two danghters muuried, the
Duchess of Britanny and the Countess of
Blois, and one shut up in a nunnery.

Some cnrious evgnts followed the death of
William, which I must mention, as they
show far morc than all the king’s discourses
on his deathbed, the vanity of earthly great-
ness.  William had but one son with him at
his death; for the cldest, who had ygain
quarrclled with his father, was absent, some
say in France, some say in German$ and
the sccond he had sent over to Kygland
as soon as he found himself dying. e was
surrounded by the nobjes on whom he had
conferred wealth and honours, who Imd been
his companions in war, and, his counscllors
in peace, many of whom he had raised from
a Very low cstate to the highest prosperity,
ahd f:r-avhotn he had plundered and op-
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pressed a conquered people.  Beuefits con-
ferred upon the unworthy, however, never
produce affection or gratitude ; and hardly
was the breath out of the body of William,
when almost all his nobles abandoned the
corpse, treating the memory of a monarch
who hdd done so much for them with scorn
and neglect. The funeral was_conducted
by his son, Henry; but the body was at-
tended to Cacen, where he had directed it to
be buried, by very few persons.  'William
had built the church himsclf, and the grave
had been opened without opposition 5 but,
just at the moment that the corpse was about
to be lowered into the tomb, a Norman
nobleman, of the name of FitzArthur, stood
forth, and forbade the burial of the king in
that ground. This extraordinary procecding
he justificd by showing that the land was
his, and that William had taken it for “the
purpose of erceting a church withowt-payidy



VOR LITTLE JOIIN JONESES. 129

anything for it. All the Norman lords pre-
sent were interested in the maintenance of
TitzArthur’s right; and the funcral was ac-
cordingly stopped for the time.  Prince
Ilenry, however, after some investigation,
agrecd to pay sixty ghillings for the right of
burying his father’s body there, with % pro-
mise that the land on which ihe church stood
should be 'Sul)scqm-.nl.]y paid for.  The
funeral then pmcccd(‘:d; and the grave glosed

over the Conqueror.

WILLIAM RUFTUS.

TFrom the deatl-bed of his father, William
the Sceond, son of the Norman Conqueror,
was sent over to England, in order to fore-
stalsany efforts of his brother Robert, and

sciwe the,grown of England, according to
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his father’s will. e was a strong and pow-
crful man, with fiery red hair, which ob-
tained for him the name of Rufus, or the red,
and a very fieree and forbidding expression of
.countenance. With all the ambition, rapa-
city, and cruclty of his father, he was greatly
inferior to him in talents and good sense,
and had a great many vices which William I.
had not. On his arrival in ]Eng]and, his
position was a very d‘angcrous onc. The
Xnglish hated him for his Norman race, and
for the general character he had acquired of
cruclty, treachery, and violence. The Nor-
mans, who knew his character still better,
were not at all disposed to look upon him
with a more favourgble cye, and it was, there-
fore, not at all improbable that great oppo-
sition would be made to his recognition as
king of England. All this, however, had
been foreseen both by the young prinee and
his father: and William Réfusesame fur-
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nished with a letter from his father to Lan-
frane, Archbishop of Cautcrb‘ury, a prelate
beloved by all parties in the land. Imme-
diate mcasures were taken to gain both the
Saxon populace and the Norman nobles;
and Lanfranc cxerted himself with the great-
est earnestness to sc(; the will of his late so-
vereign carricd into execution.” William
Rufus, on his part, had recourse to dissimu-
lation, and contrived to persuade the ,great
mass of the Saxons thatit was his intentionto
rule in a very different spirit from his futher.
At the same time, the influence of the Arch-
bishop wasfexerted upon the Norman nobility
with so much success, that a great many
of the principal leaders were brought over
to the party of the young king. Knowing
well that wealth and power,were, in those
times, at least much more important than
righe, William’s first task was to scize his

father’s treaswres at Winchester, and his
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next to obtain possession of all the strong
places on the coast, where it was probable
that his brother Robert might attempt a
landing. These precautions probably de-
cided the conduct of the nobles and prelates
and, eighteen days after his father’s death,
he was erowned King of England, at West-
minster, in'the presence of the archbishops,
cight bishops, and a great number of the no-
bility, In Winchester he found an immense
mass of treasure ;, the gold and silver plate
and jewels being, we are told, much more
considerable in value than the money, and
the jponcy amounting to a sun},‘ cqual in
what it would purchase, to nine hundred
thousand pounds of our coin. A portion of
this lurge sum was distribuied, according to
his father’s will, to churchés, monasteries,
and the poor ; and for a short time Willian
Rufus courted popularity, and scemed*dis-

poscd to conciliate the affections of s
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There was much need of so doing, in-
deed, for there were many good reasons why
the Normans of England should'be discon-
tented With the separation of Iingland and
Normandy, as most of them possessed es-
tates in both countrjes, and it was not likely
that they should long be suffered o keep
their property on the two sides of the Chan-
nel.  Thus the reign of the new king was
soon marked by a conspiracy againét him.
The leaders of this enterprise were his lll}clc,
Odo, bishop of Bayecux; Robert, Count of
I\lnntngue; another uncle ; Fustus, (‘dant of
Boulognes; and Robert of Belesme. , Odo,
who had a personal enmity towards Lan-
frane, however, was the, great wover ol the
whole. lle ]nz.t'(.l been set at liberty imme-
diately after William’s deatly, and, returning
to England, rccovered his county of Kent.
1138 wealth, indeed, was gone; but he still

possessedemifth influence, which he now ex-
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erted in the most eager manner to overthrow
once nephew and place the other on the
throne. A great number of the Norman
nobles were speedily gained over to thé cause;
and a formidable insurrection was prepared
in favour of Robert, which probably would
have proved suceessful, had that prinee pos-
sessed activity and skill equal to his courage
and daring.  All the plans of the conspira-
tors were kept very secret for some time,
though the Bishop ef Baycux lost no oppor-
tunity of gaining adhcrents for Robert, and
paintilg William in the blackest colours.
At lenath, however, Robert’s conscut having
been obtained, with a promise that he would
invade Fngland, his partisans immediately
threw off the mask, and gaillbfl possession of
a great many styong places in the kingdom,
where they laid in stores, and fortified them-
sclves to resist the royal authority. Robicrt,

however, was indolent by digposxion, and
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habitually a spendthrift.  1le had no money
to pay a large army, and though by the sale
of the district of Cotentin to his brother
Henry® he had obtained the sum of three
thousand pounds, that was not sufficient to
carry on a war. = lis courage probably
would have induced him to join his friends
in England even with a very few followers,
but his natural indolenee made him delay
till it was too late.

In the meantime, thesobject of the gon-
spirators having become apparent, William
and Lanfranc exerted themselves vigdrously
and acti\ély to frustrate their designs.. The
prelate, who, though a foreigner, had ren-
dered himself highly popular in Kngland,
used all his cl§(1ueuce and all his iifluence
to win the Saxons to the cguse of William,
and so successfully did he exert himself,

- that the young king was soon at the head of

ant army of Phirty thousand men, in which
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Normans and Fnglish were blended to-
gether.  Several of the conspirators also
were induced by the exhortations of Lan-
frane to abandon the centerprise iri which
they had engaged; and their defection
diminished the hopes and shook the firm-
ness of the party. A fleet was fitted out to
encounter Robert, if he should attempt to
cross the sea; and with a degree of eelerity
which«resembled the aé:ti\'ity of his father,
William applied limself to reduce the con-
spirators on¢ by one, before they had time
to unite and co-operate.  The first person
attacked was the Bishop of Baycﬁu, against
whom, as the soul of the party, the young
king marched at once. Tunbridge, Pevensey,
and Rochester were in the Yands of the pre-
late, the latter having been well fortified,
garrisoned, and provisioned by the Count of
Boulogne. Odo himself was in Pevensey,
where, not expecting to  be- adtacked -so
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speedily, he had made very little prepara-
tion for defence. Thus, when furiously as-
sailed by his nephew, the town made very
slight tesistance, and he himself was taken
with a great number of his followers. Threat-
encd with a renewal of the imprisonment
from which he had so lately escaped, the
bishop agreed with his ncphc.w to obtain
the surrender of Rochester Castle, on con-
dition that he should be set at liberty. 1le
was conscquently brought to the gateg of
the fortress, in order to negotiate, as he pre-
tended, with the Count of Bouloghe, for
the surrchder of the place ; but the cunning
prelate, while affecting to urge submission,
contrived to gwc the count, while he was
speaking with hlm, a hint of what to tlo; and
consequently, instead of sprrendering the
castle, the Normans, with whom it was
filled, scized upon the bishop and affected

té make hiffl a prisoner.  The gates were
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then shut against William, and a sicge of
six weeks suceeeded, during which the army
of the king made so little progress as to
afford but small prospeet of ultimate sue-
cess.  Aninfeetious discase, however, broke
out amongst the garrison, and when least
expected, negotiations were opened for a
surrender.  Many of the principal Norman
nobles who had joined the conspiracy were
at this'time in Rochester, and considerable
difficulty was made in regard to the terms to
begranted. Afraid, however, of driving them
to despair, William at length consented to
suffervthem to depart for Normafdy, con-
tenting himself with the confiscation of their
English estates.

Robert, in the mecantime, would scem
to have made but small cfforts to assist
his fricnds in England; and an insignificant
fleet which he sent over to their supyort,
with a few troops, was cncountered Dby
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the superior naval foree of William, and
totally defeated. In order to gain the Saxons
to his cause at the moment of pertl, William
had bedn liberal of promises. Ile bound
himself to revive the ancient laws of the
land, to mitigate thc.scvere forest laws which
had been enacted by his father, and even, it
is said, to restore some of thd estates of
which the Saxons had been unjustly de-
prived ; but, as soon as the conspiragy was
crushed, and he found himselfl firmly scated
on the throne, his engagements were ;'m'-
gotten, and the people treated with greater
severity thian ever.

1 have said that William Rufus was as
rapacious as his father; but he was not as
carcful of his moncy when he had ohtained
it.  On the cmitrm'y, he was profuse and
extravagant to the highest excess, squan-
derifty the sums he had extorted from the

people upon#ivourites of the most unworthy
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character, and lavishing upon dress, feast-
ing, and revelry, nearly as much as his father
consumed in his wars. This was onc cause
of the constant oppression of his subjects,
especially those of Saxon race; and they
very often had bitter ecause to regret that
they had listened to the counsels of Lan-
franc, and éupportcd such a prince upon the
throne. The good archbishop, however,
was bitterly gricved at the conduct of the
king, and venturce. mildly to remonstrate on
the breach of all his promises. William
repliéd in an angry and contemptuous tone,
and »ever after regarded Lanfrand with any
favour. The prelate had not long, however,
to endure his wrath for death soun after re-
moved him from secues which it would have
heen terribly painful for him to witness.
At every principle of truth, justice, and
even religion, William Rufus scoffed opénly;
and one of his first acts, aftdr suppressing
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the insurreetion in England, was to proposc
to his nobles the invasion of Normandy.
Now Robert might have some pietensions
to the throne of lngland; but William
could put forth no claim whatever to the
coronct of Normandy. His father's will
had assigned it to R'obcrt; and, indeed, by
this time, the law of primogeniwure, as
it is called, by which the cldest son sue-
ceeds to the territories of his father, was
fully established in Norgandy.  No consi-
deration of right, however, had the 1dast
effect upop William  Rufus; and . after
having prgpared the way, by ta.mpcring. with
several of Robert’s principal nobles and
officers, he invaded his ‘brothcr’s territorics
with a consideitble force. The moment he
chose was one very favourable to his design,
for the people of Maine, a .provincc which
formed part of Robert’s dominions, had just

broken intoe2pen revolt; and immediately
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after the landing of the King of England,
St. Valeri, Ammale, and several other towns,
were placed in his hands by their faithless
governors.  Robert, it would scem, was
taken quite unprepared; and his only re-
source was to apply to Philip, King of
France, for assistance. Philip immediatcly
took the ficld in his defence, and marched
with an army to support him ; but William
took the surest means of overcoming the
King of France’s opposition, and, by offering
him a large Dbribe to withdraw, deprived
Robext of his assistance. Thas left destitute
of foreign aid, Robert’s sole ressurce was
his brother Henry ; and although the Duke
had not behaved well to his younger brother
in regard to Cotentin, whiclt he had scized
unjustly, the young prinee came to his as-
sistance, and by one bold act saved the
capital of Normandy, and paved the way for
a treaty of peace. Williamn’s sutvigues with
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the Norman nobles had extended cven to
Rouen itself. A conspiracy was formed
amongst the citizens, headed by a nobleman,
named Couan, who agreed to deliver the
town into the hands of William ; but the
secret was not so well kept as to remain
concealed from lIcnr_;', who suddenly enter-
ing the town when lecast expeeted, caught
Couan upon one of fhe towers, and hurled
him headlong to the bottom without form of
trial.  The loss of their.chict completely
disconcerted the other conspirators; and
the barons g both sides interfering, a treaty
was conclugded between Robert and William,
in which the interests of Henry were totally
overlooked. It was agreed that the King
should keep all’ that part of Normandy of
which he had obtained possession, in return
for which fatal concession he agreed to re-
stor¢®Robert’s friends to the estates in Fng-

lanYl of which ‘they had been deprived, and
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to assist the Duke in suppressing the revolt
of Maine. In the same treaty, however, it
was stipulated, that if cither of the two should
dic without children, the other shéuld sue-
ceed to all his dominions.

Henry, indignant at the injustice with
whiclrhe was treated, and finding that Ro-
bert had 10 intention of putting him in pos-
session of Cotentin, suddenly seized upon
the strong fortress of Mont St. Michel, and
strengthened himsell therein against his
brother ; but Robert ealled William to his
aid with the ingratitude which is alway -
found in a weak and sclfish charvpeter. Wil
liam difl not refuse the assistance souglit.
and hnried in person 1o assistin oppres:
his yeungest brother; but the King ol ring-
lIand had well nigh lost his life by a singular
adventure, which happened to him in the
course of the siege of St. Michel. Ywhen

the place had been invested: weveral ditvs,
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William Rufus rode out unattended to some
distanece from the camp, whep he observed
two men, or as some say more, riding from
the towh, as if to reconnoitre the besieging
wmy.  Confident in his strength, and skill,

nd kaightly armour, and sceing that these
were txvo of Tlenry’s common soldicrs, the
¥ing sharged them, with the intention of
making one of them a prisoner, in order to
obtain intelligenee of the state of Mont St.
Michel. The man towads whom he rpde
was not at all disposed to suffer himself to be
attacked wish impunity by a single adver-
sary, and, couching, his spear, he mes the
Ling i (ull course. The lance of the trooper
entering the chest of William’s horse, killed
it ou the spot, ;J':n(.l hurled the king fo the
ground with his foot caught jn the stirrup.
The vietorious soldicr at once leapt out of
the Saddle, and was about to dispatch his
falten cnemy®with his dagger, when William.
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to save his life, exclaimed, “ Ilold, hold, T
am the King of England!” 1lad the men
done their duty, they would have carried
William as a prisoner into Mont St. Michel ;
but cither from hope of reward, or {rom the
surprisc and confusion of the¢ moment, they
assisted the king to rise; and the man who
had overthrown him, mounted him on his
own horse. Pleascd equally with his valour
and his submission, William invited his late
adversary to accompany him to the camp,
saying, “ Thou shalt be my soldicr for the
future!”

The position of Mont St. Michel, sur-
rounded by the sca on all sides but one,
where it is joined to the land by a narrow
causcway, over which the sca flows twice
every day, rendered it neeessary to carry on
the sicge by blockade, that is to say, by cutting
off all provisions. A want of water soon Ligan.
to be felt in the fortress; but Honry, knew-
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ing the character of his brother Robert, sent
to beg a supply, saying, it would be more
glorious for his adversaries to subdue him
by armis than thirst. Robert immediately
sent him a tun of wine, and gave him per-
mission to send out each day to obtain as
much water as he wanted. Willtun was
very angry with this concession, and with-
drew with his troops, leaving Robert to carry
on the sicge alone.  The blockade, bowever,
had been made sceure ; sand, after suffering
terribly from a want of provisions, Ilenry was
obliged to Surrender, upon condition 8f being
permitted to departin peace with his friends.
1le afterwards wandered about for some time,
abandonced by all but bis chaplain and a few
faithful attcn(l.ﬂnts, living the life of a private
person. Inthe meantime, William Rufus had
returned to England, where his presence was
much needed, for the King of Scotland had

made a plundering incursion into the Nor-
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man territorics, and swept the northern part
of the land of a great quantity of valuable
property. ' T'o revenge this insult, William
gathered together an army and a flett, and,
engaging his brother Robert to join him,
invaded Scotland; but his army suffering
greatly' on the march, and a number of his
ships being lost, he was glad to accept of a
treaty of peace, not very favourable to himself.
Returinng into Eingland, William was taken
ill in the ncighbourhood of Gloucester, and
showed great terror at the approach of
death.” Ile pretended to repent, and made
infinitz promiscs of amendment: but as
fcar is not true repentance, no sooner was
he out of danger than he returned to all the
same practices which had alrbady' disgraced
his reign and life. His oppressive exactions
were as great as cver, his licentious conduect
unchecked, and his violence and cruclty

intolerable.  1lis govcrnmcut“;tig'ﬁ'cqucutl y
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troubled by the incursions of the Scots, in
one of whieh, their king, Malcolm, was killed,
and also by irruptions of thc\Vélsh,ml accont
of which would not interest yon much. But
Williaw’s greediness and ambition added to
his own troubles, and greatly favoured his
Welsh and Scottish ::ncmics, by withdrawing
him frequently from his kingdom, in order
to encroach upoun his brother’s territories in
Normandy. On one occasion, whilg pur-
suing his wicked schemes, against Robert, a
number of Norman nobles, headed by Robert
de Mowbrar, Earl of Northumberlanel, one
of the brayest and most skilful of the Norman
warriors, entered into a conspiracy against
the king, which soon appeared so formidable,
that William wls' obliged to march against
them in person. He was, as usual, success-
ful; and all the conspimto.rs fell into his
powcr.  Little merey was shown to them;
and Williss1 was again about to invade
o2
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Normandy. when an event occwrred, which
placed that duchy in his possession without
the, trouble of fighting for it.

At this time, the first crusade took place ;
but I must explain to you what that means.
The city of Jerusalem had a great many years
agobeon taken by the Mahometans, or follow-
ers of Mahomct, a falsc prophet who rose up
in the Iast. The Christians had been taught
to look upon it as a duty to make pilgrim-
ages to the spot, where our Saviour had
suflered ; and they continued to go in great
numbzrs to Jerusalem long aftqr the Maho-
mctans had taken that city. .Thcy were
subjected to great cxactions and erucltics,
howcever, and just about this time the pope
was induced by omne of these pilgrims to
persuade the princes and noblemen of Ku-
rope, by cvery means in his power, to raisc
a large army and march towards Jerusslem,

in order to retake it from the infidels  The
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preaching of the pope himself and the clergy
bad so great an cflect upon the people, that
they beeame quite wild with the desire of
reconquering Jerusalem ; and every person
who pledged himself to join in the expedi-
tion, sewed a cross upon his garments, from
which sign they were called Crusaders, and
the centerprisc a Crusade. Amongst those
who were the most zealous in the cause was
Robert, Duke of No ormandy ; but haying no
money to fit out himscl{ and followers for
the expedition, and being unwilling to eXact
the amount from his vassals and subjcets,
he offered to pledge the Duchy of Normandy
to his brother William, for a suflicient sum
to enable him to exceute his purpose. Wil-
liam gladly avdliled himsclf of the offer, and
having nonc of the seruples of Robert in
regard to oppressing his su.bjccts, he foreed
the'nobles and ceclesiasties to raise the

muoncey, andethus got possession of Normandy
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without the slightest intention of ever giving
it up to his brother again, even if the sum
he lent should be paid. But with ambition,
as with avarice, the more a man gets, the
more he desires ; and Williamm had no sooner
obtained a hold upon Normandy, than he
strove to get posscssionl of part of Irance
also, which caused a war between him and
the king of that country. Ile also carried
on continual wars with the Welsh, and sent
an army into Scotland; but his principal
attention was dirceted to Normandy; and
after spending some time in Eagland, he
was again called over to the continent by
intelligence that Heli, Lord of la Iléche, had
risen in Maine, had taken the town of Le
Mans, and was besicging the *citadel.  Wil-
liam was hunting in the New Forest when
this news was l')rought him, and instantly
turning his horse’s head, he rode towards-the
sca-shore, telling all his atiendands to follow



FOR LITTLE JOIIN JONESES, 153

him. Without losing a moment, he em-
barked for Normandy in the midst of a
tempest, which so much alarmed the master
of the véssel, that he remonstrated with the
king upon the rashness of putting to sea in
such weather.  William, however, ordered
him instantly to set sail, saying, with 4 scofl]
“ Didst thou ever hear of a king that was
drowned:” 1lis determined conduet, and
the rapidity of his movements, were folowed
by suceess. Helanded sofely in Nornmn.dy,
surprised the troops of Heli de la Fléche,
relieved the citadel of Le Mans, and todk the
insurgent leader prisoner.  What followed
is differently related by different historians,
as, indecd, is part of what 1 have just told
you. The gcn’crz;,lly received story, how-
ever, is, that William sct Heli de la Fléche
at liberty, which so much touched that
Tnoblémun, that he offered to serve him with

all’his pow&®. The king rejected his offers
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rudely ; and the other, furious at the insulting
manner of the conqueror, retired, threatening
revenge. - William, instead of ordering his
apprehension at onee, called after Kim to do
his worst ; and 1Ieli immediately on arriving
in Normady levied troops, and recommenced
the war.,  William followed him with great
speed, desolated his territories, and forced
him to take refuge in a_strong castle on the
borders of Touraine. Some writers, how-
ever, say that Ileli de la Fléche was made
prisoner upon another oceasion, and that the
taking of Lie Mans ocenrred aftbr his libera-
tion.. However that may be, William returned
to England, and was carrying on a negotiation
with the Duke of Guyenne, who was about to
join the Crusaders, for the purpose of ob-
taining his Duchy in the same manner as he
had obtained that of Normandy; butwhile the
money required was being prepared, Willian
proceeded to hunt in the New*Iforest with
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several of his most intimatc friends and
companions. Amongst these was a gentle-
man named Walter Tyrrel, a Trerehman by
birth, and one greatly renowned for his
strength, courage, and skill in arms.  While
dining at Charingham before going out to
hunt in the cvcning,.\\/'illimn is said to have
ordered a sheaf of arrows to be brought
him, and picking out six of them with his
own hand, gave them to Tyrrel, saying,
“ You are a good marksman, and will kuow
how to usc them.”

They thex procceded to the chase,«vhich
lasted till .thc evening, when the king, having
wounded a stag, was following it cagerly,
shading his cyes with his hand, the sun being
low. At that Moment, however, he reeeived
an arrow in his .brcast, and fell dead without
speaking a word., It is gcl.lcru.lly belicved
that shis death was accidental, and that the
arvow camesrom the hand of Walter Tyrrel.
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Some people say it glanced from the bough
of a tree; others, that the Freneh knight
was shooting at the same or another stag,
and by chance hit the king; but many per-
sons have believed that the arrow was shot
at William intcntiouall,y; and it is certain
that nobody showed any regret.  Tyrrel was
suffered to ride away quictly, and cscape
to France, though William was surrounded
by a number of attendants.

Few mourned, and many rejoiced, at the
death of onc whose life had proved even
morce oppressive than that of- his father.
That William possessed great military talent,
therc can be no doubt.  That he was active,
vigilant, resolute, and brave is shown by the
history of his whole reign; and that he pos-
sessed some of the qualities displaycd by
William the Conqueror in his political carcer,
we may also infer from many of his actibns;

but that he was a more skilful geweral, or as
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shrewd a politician, there is no rcason to
suppose.  If he was inferior to his father in
talents, he carried all the vices of William 1.
to exedss, and added a great number of
others which did not disgrace the Conqueror.
He was, according tg all accounts, licentious,
luxurious, given to feasting and révelry,
extravagant in all his expenscs, and fond of
cncouraging in others the same viees which
stained his own character. That ke was
faithless, trcacherous, cruel, and ambitigus,
all his actions show; and it is not difficult
to belicve the statements of the clergy, al-
though they were professedly his encanics,
when they assert that he was totally destitute
of religious as well as all other principles.
They assure us, that cxcept during a pa-
roxysm of sickness, he openly scofled at all
rcligion, seeming even inclined to deny the
‘existonce of a God; nor is this at all incon-

L]
VOL. 1I.
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sistent with his actions, nor with the bold,
sclf-sufficient, and yet frivolous character of
his mind. In dress, he was onc of the most
extravagant princes that ever sat upon the
throne of Lingland, bestowing great care
upon his apparcl, and rendering the garb
of his court not ouly splendid, but even
cffeminate. Scences of the most disgusting
profligacy arc said to have taken place
during. his reign, and in many of these the
king mingled himself. .

The luxury of his court and reckless pro-
fusion required constant supplics of moncy,
as well as his continual wars; and William
scrupled not at any means by which these
supplics could be obtained. 1le had a pas-
sion for building, also, in the gratification of
which he expended large sums of money ;
but this would have been a very harmless
indulgence, had it not been that the tinacshe
chose for exceuting large works, . the public
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expense, were those of a general scarcity, and
when his people were sorely embarrassed with
the most oppressive taxation ever yet known
inEngland.  One very useful work he under-
took, which did him much honour—namecly,
the rebuilding of Lpndon Bridge, after it had
been carried away by aflood.  The building
of Westminster IIall is also to be attributed
to William Rufus ;, and its immense size and
beautiful structurc cxcited the admiration of
all who beheld it. It would secn, however,
that the king had designed that the building
should be much more cextensive, fof, when
he behelgl it nearly completed, on hisereturn
from Normandy, he expressed his disap-
pointment, by saying that the hall was buta
bed-chamber in comparison with what he had
intended. He made several considerable
additions to the Tower of London also, and
raised strong castles in many parts of his do-
niinions. The general opinion of his own time
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was, that he undertook the crection of these
buildings for the purposc of raising money,
demanding more than was needful for the ob-
jeet he had in view ; but when you ¢ome to
read these old books for yourselves, as you
will most likely do some day, it will be ne-
cessary for you to remark, that all the his-
torics of these times were written by monks
and pricsts, and that whenever anybody of-
fended -or injured them, they never ceased to
attribute to him c¢very possible bad quality.
That Willizan had offended the priesthood
very greatly, and trcated them‘with wrong
and irjustice, secking solely to gratify his
covcetousness, there can be no doubt ; for we
find he held in his hands, and applied to his
own uses, at the time of his death, the reve-
nucs of one archbishoprie, two bishoprics,
twelve rich abbeys, and a number of other
benefices.  In the reign of William Riifus,
Lngland was visited by several girtat culami-
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ties. The city of London was ncarly totally
destroyed by fire. In 1098, a terrible scarcity
aflfected the land, which lasted for some
monthy, and many persons dicd of hunger.
Terrible gales of wind took place, one of
which blew down more than six hundred
houses, and scveraj churches; and she sca,
rising enormously in the British Channcl,
inundated an immense extent of country on
the coast of Kcnt,.drowning a multitude of
people, and many herds ¢f cattle. It is said
that, at this time, a large tract of la.nd,. for-
merly belouging to ILarl Godwin, cither an
island or a pcninsula, was covered by the
sca, a,nd. never again regained. To this
is attributed the cxistence of the famous
Goodwin Sanlls, so dangcrous to mariners,
but beyond the mere name which is attached
to those shoals, time out of nind, there is no
cert#inty as to where the Kentish estates of
Yarl Godwin lay. The monks and pricsts
r 2 "



162 JOUN JONES'S TALES,

did not fail to attribute these extraordinary
cvents to the anger of Heaven at the viees of
William anil the wickedness of the Norman
courtiers ; and it must be admitted-that if
the accounts we have reecived arc correet,
the Normans had greatly degenerated since
the Couquest, and had beeome womanly
in manners and appearance, dissolute and
voluptuous in their habits, and unworthy to
hold the territory which lad been acquired
by the valour of th¢ir ancestors.

The death of William Rufus would have
scemed to open to the Saxons the last op-
portunity that was cver likely to occur of
asserting their national indcpcndc‘nce, and
shaking off the Norman yoke. The con-
quering people had been enfecvled by luxury,
were likely to be divided amongst themselves
in regard to the succession to the crown, and
being taken totally unprepared by the dwath
of the king, while his brother Pobert wes
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absent with the forees of the Crusade, might
have been easily overpowered by a united na-
tion, had the Saxons not bccn.dvp’rivcd of all
courages and hope by the long oppression
under which they had groaned.  More than
thirty ycars of the ironrule of the Conqueror
and his son, conspiracics suppressed, their
bravest nobles exiled, imprisoned, and slain ;
and the possessions of the wealthicst amongst
them confiscated to the use of their oppres-
sors, had so completely depressed the cour-
age of the onee resolute and unconquerable
Saxons, tha. they do not seem cven %o have
dreamed of rising against their tyrants, and
placing a.‘prince of their own upon the va-
cant throne. This was the more extraordi-
nary, as ldgat Athcling had shown in his
latter years a degree of courage, conduct,
and resolution which he had'never displayed
.in h% youth, and proved that the blood royal
ofthe Saxen kings still had vigour suflicient
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to conduct a people to conquest.  Only threé
years before, as the General of William
Rufus, her had led an army into Scotland,
defeated the forees gathered together to op-
pose him, and placed his nephew Edgar upon
the throne of his ancestors.  Nevertheless,
the Saxons scem not to have shown the
slightest symptom of rising, nor any inten-
tion to conspirc against the power of the
Normans, so that the crown of England was
left entircly at the disposal of the latter.
etween the two surviving sons of William
the Conqueror the choice was ii*some degree
difficult. There was no fixed rule, indeed,
for the succession to the throne'; but the
common custom of countries in which what
is called the feudal system fprevailed, gave
the right of inheritance to the eldest son of
a dcad person, or to the heir-male of that
cldest son. Had this rule been follewed, .
Robert had an indisputable cdaim. s
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treaty, too, with William Rufus, by which
the survivor was to succced the other in his
dowminions, confirmed this right: and four
and twenty barons of Kngland and Normandy
had sworn to maintain it.

But, on the other hand, while Robert was
afar, no one knew where, Ilenry was upon
the spot. Without being less brave than
cither of his brothgrs, long adversity had
given him experienee, prudence, and deter-
mination. Il¢ was quicle, active, and ger-
severing also; carcful of concealing his
thoughts and purposes, and more icarned
than most, European princes at that time.

1lenry was hunting in another part of the
NewForest at the moment when his brother
William was letin; and no sooner did the
news reach him, than withoug waiting to sce
any honours paid to the corpsc of William
‘Rufus, which was carried to Winchester in

a cart, he plit spurs to his horse, and gal-
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loped to that city, where the treasures of
the kingdom were usually kept, and amongst
them the crown and seeptre.  Tmmediately
on arriving in Winchester, ITenry hastened
to the trcasury, and demanded the keys from
the under-keepers; but almost at the same
moment, William de Breteuil, the chicef
keeper of the treasure, presented himself,
having ridden from the New Forest nearly
as fasi as Ifenry. 1le instantly interposed,
deelaring that the treasure belonged of right
to Robert of Normandy; that he and a
number of other nobles had guarantecd the
succession on the death of William, and
that he would not suffer the keys to be given
up on any account till that prince’s arrival.
Henry, with a bold prudencb, knowing well
that the possession of the treasure was ab-
solutcly nccessary to the success of his
attempt upon the throne, drew his sword,
swearing he would put to delith any one
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who opposed him. As William dc Breteuil
was as resolute, it is probable that blows
would have been struck, but .cvury moment
there was some fresh arrival at the door of
the treasury, cither of nobles hurrying in*
from the New Forest, or of the townspeople
of Winchester. The majority of the enobles
were probably disposed to support the
cluims of Robert, not alone from a seuse of
justice, but from a knowledge of his casy
and good-tempered chargeter, which would
prove no check to their turbulence, their
rapagcity, or wicir licentiousness.  The lower
orders of people, however, were in favour of
Ilenry, and while the barons, after having
interposed to prevent bloodshed, retired into
a room in the Building to consider what was
to be done, the multitnde beneath the win-
dows overawed their consullations by voci-
-feratthg the name of Henry. To resist the
wil of thee people thus expressed might
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have been dangerous to the opponents of
Henry ; several of those who were present at
the little council supported his interests
warmly; and, in the end, it was deterined
to give lim possession of the late king’s
treasure, and place him on the throne. No
sooner had the prince received the means of
gaining support, than he hastened to Lon-
don to make the best use of his time; and
so libewal was he of the wealth he had ac-
quired, and of promises to all partics, that
three days after his brother’s death, he was
crowned at Westminster by the Bishop of
London without any opposition. Ilenry
was too wise and provident, howc;lcr, to be
lnlled into sceurity by a temporary calm ;
and fecling surc that some edorts would be
made to unseat him by Robert himself, or
the barons of his party, he applicd himself
diligently to gain the affections of all classcs, .
and to sceurc a powerful party for the tirac
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of need. We do not know well the cxact
order of the steps he took, but one of the
first, by the advice of his council, was to
seize Iis brothei’s favourite, the chicf jus-
ticiary, Ralph Flambard, Bishop of Durham,
a man of low birth and abandoned charaecter,
who was detested by the whole people of the
country for the oppressions and exactions
which he had g¢xereised under William,
Henry farther purified the court by bunishing
from it a number of Willsam’s dissolute gsso-
ciates, who prineipally took refuge in Nor-
mandy, whither Flambard also contfived to
escape. ;I‘o gain the affection of his Anglo-
Saxon subjects, on whom it would scem he
principally relied, the king married Matilda,
daughter of Mnlcolm, late King of Scot-
land, by the sister of Edgar Atheling. At
the same time he ordered all prisoners of
state to be set free, and remitted arrcars of
nioncy dud to the erown. Ile also abolished
VOL. TII. Q
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the Curfew, a law by which all the people of
the country were forced to extinguish their
fires at a certain hour; and having most
wisely and judiciously freed fiis baroifs from
some of the most oppressive claims of the
crown, the nature of which you would notvery
well understand without long explanations,
he solcnﬁlly confirmed the laws of Edward
the Confessor, an act which, we are assured,
was as agreeable to the Normans as to the
English. At the samc time he recalled from
cxile Anseln, Archbishop of Canterbury,
who was universally beloved, by both clergy
and pcople.

These prudent steps, by which you may
judge of many others which he took in the
same dircetion, gained Hemg" great popu-
larity with the clergy, with the Saxon race,
and with the inferior Norman barons; but
nevertheless, there was a strong party” ar-
rayed against him, both in England antl
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in Normandy. That he dealt unjustly with
his brother Robert, as Robert on former
occasions had dealt unjustly by him, there
can be no dount; and his want of a fair and
reasonable title to the erown was of course
the cause of diflicultics and dangers. Many
of the greatest and most powerful *Norman
nobles had sworn to sce executed the treaty
between William Rufus and Robert, by
which it had been agreed that the survivor
was to succeed to the dominions of the
other; and they generally adhered to.their
oath, and “were inclined to maintain the
canse of Robert. A number of other ba-
rons, who had not sworn, werc cither con-
vineed of the justice of Robert’s title to the
crown, or desirous of living under a mild
and indolent prinee, whosc‘ authority would
be very lidtle felt.  This made up a formid-
ablparty S'n England; and then, again, in
Normandy$ were all the banished favourites
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of William Rufus, with the bold and infa-
mous Ralph Flambard at their head, and
a great number of the nobles of that duchy,
who remembered with pleasdire the casy go-
vernment of Robert, and feared the more
vigorous rule of Henry.

Hardly had the third son of the Con-
queror seized upon the erown of England a
month, when Robert unexpectedly appeared
in Normandy, after having greatly distin-
guished himsell ine arms at the battle of
Doryleum, in Asia Minor. He was instantly
surrowided, not only by the fricnds of Wil-
liam Rufus, but by the prineipal nobles of the
Duchy, who, with one voice, urgc;l him to
invade England, and cast Ienry from the
throne.  An invitation to the same cfleet,
from six of the principal barons of England,
followed very speedily; and, thus euncou-
raged, Robert spent the winter n prepiara-

tions for recovering his  birthitight, auwd
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landed at Portsmouth in the middle of
1101.

In the meantime, Henry had fiot been in-
active.® He had rased forees.  He had
studiously coneiliated the people, and he
had fitted out a fleet to protect his coast.
Anscln had exerted himself to thetutmost
and finding that many of the Finglish doubted
Henry’s promises and feared they would be
no better kept than those of William Rufus,
the archbishop beeame Jthe surety that they
should be punctually performed, and menaced
the wavering with the thunders of thesChurch,
if they abandoned the party which they had
at fuest Lspouscd. No sooner was Robert
veady to take the field, however, than a num-
ber of Henrys adherents abandoned him.
The greater part of his fleet went over to his
opponent; and by the time that his clder
brofher put to sca, the king’s army was re-
duced to blc Anglo-Saxon levies, with a very

Q 2
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thin sprinkling »f the Norman nobilitv.”
Anslem’s exertions kept the Fuglish finm,
Lowever, wnd inereascd ter mumber, so that
when Robert landed ¢ . oresnouth, an.t had
been joined by »f! his #-iherents in Kngland,
the forees of the two brothers were very
nearly equal. Henry, from false information
of Robert’s course, hadadvanced to Pevensey
to meet himon the shore; but as soouw axhe
heard of his landing, he proceeded by il
mm'c'hes to Portsmeuth, and there the
armies remained in presence for several da
without" striking a blow. The forces, ax 1
have tald you, were very nearly equal; !
Henry could not help recollecting the result
of the battl: of IHastings, and doubting the
issuc of a battle where the Saxons, after so
long a depression, were pitted against the
Normans. Robert, on the other hand, hav-
ing been promised by his adhcrct)ts a niach

more general demonstration in *his favour
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o had really taken place, was somewhat
ahen in bis confidence. ,0 v nebles on
oth parts shas 1 i the donbt ol their
Caderst; and anegotiztion was conpueneed.
aiich ended ina treaty of peace. Robert,
in consideration of his brother having been
actnally erowned, and of his haviltg been
Beornoupon the Fnglish soil, resigned  his
e the throne of lngland 5 and Henry,
s part, agreed to withdraw all his gar-
ssons from Norandy, agd grant his brother
« ypeusion of three thousand marks. "I'he
dissensions which their rival claims had oc-
csioned were to be forgotten 3 and the harous
on both sides were to be restored to all their
honours and possessions, while, ot the same
time, it was agheed that if either of the princes
died without children, the other was to suc-
ceed to his dominions.
R3bert'st casy good humour was remark-

ably showat on this oceasion.  DBoth annics
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were immediately dismissced on the conclu-
sion of the treaty ; but the Duke of Nor-
mandy scemed to forget all resentment, and
passed a couple of months-at his brother’s
court in festivity and @amusement, as if there
had never been the slightest dispute between
them. “r'hat Henry was not so casily appeas-
able, was shown shortly after,for withinavery
short space of time all the principal nobles of
England, who had taken part with Robert,
were deprived of their estates, and driven
into Normandy, pretexts never being want-
ing where men are determined to conmnit
unjust,actions.  The only one who scems to
have resisted, was Robert Montgomery, Lord
of Bellesme, and Earl of Shrewsbury and
Arundel. e had afforded ¢he king a fair
exeuse for dealing severcly with him, by
speaking indisercetly and even treasonably,
and by fortifying the various strogg poss he

possessed. e was in the fiwe instance
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summoned to the king’s court and accused
of treason; but retiring into Shropshire, he
prepared to resist in arms, deperfding on the
assistunee of several persons, who fell from
him inthe hour of need.  Henry then marched
against him, first besieging and taking Arun-
del Castle, and then entering intd Shrop-
shire. Within a month, the king made himsclf
master of Bridgenorth, Shrewsbury, and every
other strong place the carl possessed; and
Montgomery himself was forced to fly to
Normandy, where he had very large estates.

The ill treatment which his friends re-
ceived at the hands of his brother greatly
cxuspcrzftc(l Robert of Normandy; and in
order both to plead their cause, and also to
obtain paymcut of his own pension, which
was in arrcar, he came over to FKngland
without taking the prccu,uti.on of obtaining a
snfc?coudurzt. Henry reecived him with

¢very appdarance of friendship, but cvaded
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all his demands, and caused him to be so
strictly watchc:], that what between the dan-
gerous sitwtation in which he had placed him-
self, and the eajolery of his vrothery Robert
was induced to give up his pension, glad
to get back to Normandy on any condi-
tions. *

This did not content the ambitious king.
The casy rule of his brother and, beyond all
doubt, suggestions from Iugland, encou-
raged the turbulent spirit of the nobles of
Nor;n:mdy, till the duchy was in a flame
from one end to the other. ‘Almost as a
naturgl conscquence, overtures were made
to Henry, whose ambitious spirit’ was well
understood ; and he was invited to invade
his brother’s territorics by ithat brother’s
discontented subjects.  On the  specious
pretence of acting as a mediator between
Robert and his vassals, the King fpf Engiand

visited Normandy with a counsidebable force,
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and was immediately surrounded by the
nobles of the country, whose favour he took
care to cultivate, while his demeanour to-
wards his brother was haughty and menacing.
Fven from this expedition he reaped an im-
mediate advantage, for the weak and good-
natured duke ceded to him the county of
Tvreux ; but in the following ycar llenry
songht a greater objeet, and boldly invaded
the duchy without right or excuse.  After
capturing several townsy and being frus-
trated at Falaise by unexpected resistauce,
he returned to England, where he was once
more visited by his brother Robert,e who
sought l)); negotiation to avert the storn
which was preparing against him. e was
disappointed it all his hopes, however, and
returned to Normandy, to make ready for
defence, in which he was cagerly aided by
Lidgat Athelng, the last of the Saxon princcs.
S¢ strange dcre the changes of thosc times,
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that we now see the heir of the Saxon throne
fighting zealously for the heir of the Norman,
who overthiew it, against his nicee’s husband,
who, on the other hand, was supported almost
entirely by the Saxon population of Ing-
Tand.

As soon as he eould gather his troops
together in the suceceding  year, Henry
sailed for the coast of Normandy, and ad-
vaneed 1o the attack of the small town of
Tinchebray.  Robert in the meantime had
collected a much larger foree than his
brothet had thought it possibic for him to
raise, and as soon as he knew Ienry’s
movements, he marched to encounter him
under the walls of Tinchebray. The battle
was for some time obstinately contested, for
Robert was not deficient in military skill,
and renowned for personal courage. But his
Norman horse fled early in thefbattle; his

infantry could not resist the determined
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offorts of the Fnglish ; and, scorning to turn
his back upon the enemy, he made one
Jast effort o retrieve the da when  all
wits 11 confusion, and was taken, with
Iidgar Atheling, the Count of Mortagne,
and sceveral other Norman noblemen. A
grcat number of his followers werd” slangh-
teved ; and four hundred knights, as well as
ten thousand men, were made prisoners in
the battle or the pursuit. :

This vietory put Hewry in possession of
Normandy ; but he used his suecess eruelly,
dooming his brother, and the Countof Mor-
tagne, to perpetual iwmprisonment.  Jidgar
Atheling, cither from a respeet for the fecl-
ings of the Fuglish, or on account of his
advaneed age; or of his utter want of power
and influenee, Henry sp(eud.ily sct at liberty ;
and, retiving to a distance from courts and
armies, that unfortunate prince, who scems
fiever to®have been cither feared or loved

VoL, 11, R
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by any of the various monarehs who had
usurped his rights and reccived his submis-
sion, died of old age in a very remote part
of Tngland. There was still one whom
Henry feared, however, namely William,
the infant son of his brother Robert.  'This
poor boy, whose misfortunes, heginning in
the eradle, were to end but in the grave, had
been found at Falaise, and, in the hurry of
the events which were occurring, had heen
placed under the guardianship of Helie de
St. Saen, who had married an illegitimate
daughter of the eaptive Duke. As soon as
Henry had time to eonsider what might be
the consequences of this boy’s remaining at
liberty, he determined to keep him under his
own cyc; and knowing the boldness, vigi-
lance, and determination of his noble guar-
dian, he watehed his opportunity, when Helie
was absent from his castle, and sent a large

body of horse to surprise St. Seaif; and scize
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the young prinee. The servants who had
been left in the castle, however, were not
without careful dircetions as to their conduet.
The approach of so large aforce was deseried,
and instant flight saved William from the
power of his uncle.  elie, faithful to his
trust, resolutely refused to give him'up. is
estates were  confiseated; but that noble-
minded man 1'('|m}inc<l firm to the last, and
resolved rather to wander in poveety with
Ins charge from court o court, tlnm. give
him up to a monarch, who, in so many in-
stances, had proved himself faithless and
remorseless.

With the sole abatement of his nephew’s
escape from his power, Henry now saw
Limsell prosperous in all worldly things;
and his pride and lmppincs;c-. were increased,
by the Kmperor demanding in marriage his
0111}°dzulglitcr by the queen, named Matilda.

It iy true* that the princess was only cight
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years of age; but it was the custom in those
times to agree upon marriages when the
partics werc very young ; and a part of the
ceremony  was  often  performed, binding
them to cach other for life.  The princess
was accordingly sent to be educated at the
court. of her future husband, with a large
dowry, raised by a severe tax upon the Eng-
lish people. .

IFrom-the year 1109 to 1118, Heury en-
Joyed great tranquillity, interrupted  only
by negotiations amongst the princes whose
territorics touched upon Normandy, for the
restoration to Prince William of his father’s
dominions. The two principal persons who
supported the cause of the young prinee,
were the King of Irance, and I'ulke, Count
of Anjou.  The latter had treated the young
exile with the greatest kindness; had re-
ceived him with Lclic de St. Sean into bis

court, and had cven promised him L, daughter
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in marriage.  The County of Maine too, and
some towns of Normandy, boldly espoused
the cause of their legitimate p‘l"ince’s son ;
and the prospect of a war beeame every day
more clear, till Henry, going over to his con-
tinental dominions, cfleeted, partly by foree
and partly by intrigue, a complete change in
the poliey of his neighbours. e first treated
with Fulke of Anjou, and held out various
temptations to him to mduce him to break
his engagements with hisamfortunate nc]‘)]xcw.
One inducement proved successful @ THenry
offered to unite his only lawful son; Prince
William of Eugland, to onc of the dawghters
of the Count of Aujou. This tempting pro-
posal overcame Fulke's sceruples; and a
strict allianee was concluded between him
and the King of ]:‘.ng]a,nd.. IHis next step
was to deprive his unfortunate nephew of the
support and assistance of the King of France;
and this ht likewise cffected in a personal
R 2
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interview.  Abandoned by all the prinees
who had promised to assist him, poor Wil-
liaun was obliged to fly o the court of Bald-
win, Count of Flanders, still acceoiipaniced
by his faithful friend and guardian, Helie de
St Sean, while Henry, sueeesstul in all his
llll(l(‘l'lili&illg.\‘, returned to England to forget
his promises. Inorder to secure to his own
son, Princee Willin, the inheritanee ofacrown
which ht was never destined to possess, he
caused allhis bavonsand elergy totake anoath
of fidelity to the young prinee, whose days
were :lhl'vm]y numbered.  He strove to get
his nephew into his hands, by promising him
honours and estates in Fngland ; but Ro-
bert’s son was not to be entrapped by the
)
shameless persceutor of his father.  To
oceupy the King of France, Henry assisted
and encouraged Thibalt, Count, of Blois,
the son of his sister Adcla, in 1‘L’b{b'till;.§

. . . . . »
the authority of his sovercign, *Louis thie
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IFat, which so mueh enraged that monarch,
that ke again espoused lhv,«-:u:s(- of Prinee
Williim of Normandy, and Cntered into
negotiations  with  two other princes, the
Count of Anjou and the Count ol Flanders,
to gain their assistance 1 recovering the
Duchy. A number of the Nornan barons
joined the new confederaey against the King
of England ; bug there is only one of them
whom | need mention here—mnely,  the
Count of Breteail, who had married .lu.li:mu,
onc of Heney’s illegitimate daughters. This
Indy took so fierce a part with her hashand
against hier own father, that she is said to
have di..schu,rged a cross-bow at the king
with her own hands.

Thus storms were gathering round IHenry,
collected by his own acts; but the cunning
K in.g, combining art with boldness, hastened
to apply himsclf to avert the danger; and

. L) .
the cours® he pursucd [ will relate. |
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have told you that he had promised the Count
of Anjou to unite his only son, William, with
the daughter of that prinee ; but as soon as
he had suceceded in his objecet, Henry had
forgotten the promise, and the marriage had
never taken place.  This was one of the
causes of the Count’s enmity ; and Henry
proceeded to remove it, by contracting his son
to the daughter of the Countg, as he had en-
,gaged todo.  This, of course, detached FFulke
of Anjou from the league. The Count of
Flanders died of a wound rececived in a
skirmish.  Most of the Norman Barons who
had joimed the party of their lawful prince
were bought off; and Henry, having no onc
now to contend with but his unfortnnate
nephew, supported by the King of Franee,
for whom, it would scem, he had a great con-
tempt, marched to attack the Frepch foree,
which was advancing to scize upon ' the
astle of Noyon. '

The &oops on both sides were very few,
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so that the battle of Brenneville, as it is
called, which followed, can hardly he termed
more than a skirmish. 'l'lwr(:.'a\'(-r(-, how-
ever, tWo kings and two princes in the
ficld; and almost every soldier, on cither
part, was cither a nobleman of high rank and
power, or a knight of greav distinction.  Is-
suing out of a wood, as he proeceded to-
wards Noyon, Hgnry came suddenly into
the presence of the King of Frane:, whose
vanguard, or first troop,awvas commanded by
Prince \\’illi.mn of Normandy. The u\?oung
prince instantly charged his unele forees
with such vigour and determination, ghat he
cut his \*.ay straight through to the person of
the King of Fngland.,  For a few minutes all
was coufusion in the ranks of the English
army. Henry himself was assailed by a Ireneh
knight,nawied William Uris;)in, and was only
saved by the goodnuess of his armour, lor he
received *tvo blows on the head, which
covered him with blood ; but the King of
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France, a slow and unwicldy man, did not
sceond the brave Prince of Normandy as he
ought to buve done. The Enginish troops
rallicd, before those who attacked them re-
ceived proper support. A great number of
the IFrench were slain and taken prisoners.
Prince Williaun’s horse was killed, and he
himself made his escape with difficulty.  In
the end, the forees commanded by the King
of IFranece in person were actually engaged ;
but it was now too Ipte; and in a few winutes
cverything was  confusion  amongst them.
Louis tue Fat himself fled alone from the
field, Jost his way in a wood, and was
obliged to have recourse to a countryman to
guide him to a place of shelter.

Some skirmishes of no great importance
followed, but the Pope being at that time in
I'rance, he exerted himself with great zeal
to bring about a peace between the two' mo-

navchs, and in the end was successiul.  The
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terms of a treaty were arranged ; and Henry
oncewmore set sail for Englangl on the twenty-
fifth of November, a stormy time'of the year,
alter hving endeavoured by cvery means
in his power to secure the succession of
Normandy, as well as Kngland, to his be-
loved son William. Al those Noriman no-
blemen who had fought upon his side he
had loaded with rgwards and honours 5 and
he now invited a great number of them
to accompany him toeFngland, :m(.l re-
ceive fzu‘thcl.‘ marks of his gratitude and
esteem.  The voyage bore more the ap-
pearance of a party of pleasure than any-
thing cl¥¢; and the vessels were filled
with all that was noble, in point of rank,
in the English and Norman dominions of
the King.

I must tgll you that the court of Henry was
notolously corrupt, and that the son whom he

I8ved so twll, and in whom he took such
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pride, though bold and brave, was dissolute
and unprineipled, and surrounded  at all
times by fivourites and companions noto-
rious for viees, and strongly suspected of
abominable erimes. The king sct sail a
few hours after mid-day, and reached the
shores of England in perfeet safety.  Prinee
William, however, was detained somewhat
longer, thou ‘b we do not know upon what
oceasion.  One of the finest ships in the
king:s serviee, called the hite Ship, had
been placed at the prinee’s disposal, with a
strong &nd experienced erew; and he had
filied it with a company of gay and debauched
young noblemen, and many of the*ladies of
the court. Amongst the rest was his ille-
gitimate brother Richard, lis illegitimate
sister Matilda, Countess of Perche, and his
first cousin Lucy, his father’s njece.  The
commander of the vessel assured the ince .

that he would speedily overtake she king's
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fleet, and reach England first; and Witnam,
to spend the afternoon pleasantly, ovdered
three barrels of wine to be hroacked amongst
the erdw. lh‘fnking and merriment {ollowed ;
and when the ship put to sea from the harbour
of Barfleur, it would seem most of the erew and
the passengers were drunk. The commander,
Fitz-Stephen, cager to overtake the king,
according to his, promise, sct all sail, and
kept oo close to the shore. The ill-fated
White Ship had proceeded but a very shorg
way, when she suddenly struck wpon a sunken
rock, called the Catte-raze, stove in several
of her planks, and began to fill.  Theee were
at this *time three  hundred persons  on
board ; but the first care of the commander
was of course for the prince. The only hoat
in the ship was immediately let down; and
William,Vwith a few attendants, springing
in, .pushod off from the vesscl.  As the
Prince Wik rowing away towards the land,

VOL. 1T, S
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however, the agonized shricks of the
Countess of Perche reached his car, and he
insisted onreturning to take her on hoard.
This generous determination, whicli' is the
only good thing recorded of him, proved
the young prinee’s destruction.  The mo-
ment his little bark came near the sinking
vessel, a multitude jumped into it, and
it instuntly sank.  The White Ship itself
quictly scttled down in the water, and all on
board were drowned, with the exeeption of
onc man named Berthold, or Bertould, a
butcher of Rouen, who, climbing up to the
top of <he mast, which remained above water
till the vessel went to pieces, clung ‘there all
night, and was taken off by some Norman
fishermen on the following morning. It was
from this man’s account alonc that the fate
of the Mhite Ship was cver ascerteined.

For three days, nobody dared to communi-
cate to Henry the loss of his onl; 'son; and
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.
when at length the fatal sceret was told, a
boy of tender years was sclected to be his
informant.  The first shock \\':!'s dreadful
and Henry fainted away on the spot. Tears
and lamentations suceceded ; but his chief
passion was wmbition, and as soon as he
had somewhat recovered from the dDlow, he
proceeded to take advantage of the oppor-
tunitics afforded him by the death of so
many great persons as had perishioed with
his son.  Several had lgft vacant oflices at
the court and in the kingdom. Others had
Teft sisters or daughters as heiressés, whom *
the king, according 1o the law of thag time,
could bestow in marringe upon any one he
pleased ; and Henry took care to reward all
his principal supporters, by the good things
thus put at his disposal. There was now
no male Neir to the crm\');; and his only
legitithate daughter, Matilda, was absent in
tte domintgns of her husband the Kmperor;
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but Henry’s wife, the nicee of Fdgar Athe-
ling, had died in the month of May, 1118,
and he reiolved now to marry aghin, in
the hope of having a son to suceead him.
With such haste did he proceed, that his
son William had not been dead much more
than two months, when he married Adelais,
daughter of the Count of Louvain, a lady
of great beauty, very much vounger than him-
self. This marriage, however, proved child-
less 5 and the king's whole hopes and affec-
tions turned to his daughter, the Empress
Matilda. Though she had been some years
actually married to the Emperor, Matilda
had no children; but being only nincteen
years of age at the death of her brother,
there was every probability of her still
having an heir.  Nevertheless, the Norman
barons who had sworn fealty to Poince Wil-
liam of England, being now freed from their -

.oaths by the loss of that prinee, Hegan onée
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more to look to his ecousin, William of
Normandy ; and a conspiracy gvas sceretly
formed, and carried on for sofe months,
with "‘.l\(‘ ater prudence and diserction than
had ever before been the case during the
reign of Ilenry. Into this, also, cn&crc(l the
Count of Anjou ; and to give it greater so-
lidity, he again engaged his daughter, Sy-
billa, to the yomng Prince of Normandy.
Henry’s good fortune, however, did not fail
him. 1le¢ discovered wlfat was taking place,
hastily entexed the duchy, and supp.r(.zsscd the
revolt of the barons with very little difliculty,
some of them being overcome by fdree of
arms, and three of the most powerful falling
into his hands by accident. The Count of
Anjou finding himself deprived of his allies,
hastened to conclude a peace with the King
of E‘ngla}xd, once more saerificing the un-
f.'ortunatc. William of Nornandy, and break-
ing off hi¥ proposed marriage with Sybilla.
s 2
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The King of I'ranee, indeed, proved a better
friend to \V);“i{dl.l, receiving him into his
court with great kindness, and ¥ estowing on
him the hand of his sister-in-law, withh whom
he gave him three Freneh counties, and a
territory ealled the Freneh Vexine  On the
death of Charles the Good, Count of Flan-
ders, too, who was murdered in 1127, the
Trench king invested Willian with that rich
and important territory, on which, indeed, he
had some elaims, though not the most dis-
tinct; and Henry saw himselfs onee more in
danger of losing Normandy by the united
efforts of the King of IFrance, the Count of
Flanders, and the Count of Anjou.

An event had occurred in 1125, which
afforded Tlenry the means of again detach-
ing Fulke of Anjou from the confederates.
The Emperor Henry V. died; and the Jom-
press Matilda returned to her father’s court

in 1126. llenry’s great aim, now that his
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s wits dead, was to secure the sueeession
of the throne to his daughter Matilda; and,
bringing her to Eugland at l.‘.hrislums, he
calledg general assembly of the nobility,
and invited them to take an oath of fidelity
to his daughter. This was readily complied
with; and so cager were the Fonglish nobles
to perform the will of the king, that a severc
contest took place between Robert, Karl o
Gloucester,and §tephcn, Count of Poulogne
as to which should first take the oath.  The
former was an illegitimate son of tleury
whom he ad created Farl of €doucestes
and married to the heiress of that county
The latger was the king’s nephew, being the
sccond son of Stephen, Count of Blois, by
Adecla, daughter of William the Conqueror
Stephen was deeply” indebted to Ilenry b
every regpeet ; for, possedsing little or no
thi® as the sccond son of the Count o
+Blois, the King of Lngland had bestowet
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upon him the county of Mortagne, in Nor-
mandy, a large estate in England, and the
hand of his Vife’s nicee, Matilda, heiress of
the county of Boulogne, and severa) other
territories.  You will see hereafier how un-
gratefully this Stephen behaved, and how
little he regarded the oath he was now so
cager to take.

In order permanently to seceure the Counts
of Anjou in the interest of himsclf and his
daughter, Henry now proposed a marriage
betweeh the Kmpress his daughter and the
levir of that county.  This offer wats joyfully
aeccepted by Fulke, though his cldest son
was at that time not more than fiftee years
of age. Matilda, it would scem, did not
much relish marrying a boy, nor was she in-
clined to receive for her second husband a
mere Count, when'she had been the wife of
an Emperor. But Ienry overruled her oljee-

tions, and senther overinto Normand;, under
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the eharge of her brother, Robert of Glou-
cester 3 and, following sllf)rtl_\'fli'l,('l', he saw
the marriago coneluded according to his will,

Abomt the same time Ikenry was freed
from his fears of his nephew, by the death of
that unfortumate prince.  Ttwould scem that
Williaion might have enjoyed undisputed pos-
session of Flanders, had not his unele stirred
up a claimant 1@ the county in the person
of Thierry, Langrave of Alsace, andrexeited
some of the towns in® Flanders to gevolt.
Alost was one of the first to raise tlw.st:mdm'd’
of rebellion against their new prinee, and
upon it Willian marched in the first place
but the citizens showed a determined resist-
ance; and, in the meanwhile, Thierry of
Alsace hastened to gheir relief. William,
instead ui waiting his epming, advanced
to mect T as soon as he heard of his ap-
]no.wh, attacked him at onee, and, after a

short but'sh.lrp struggle, routed his forces
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completely.  He then returned to pursue the
sicge of :\lu.\"',; b, in a sally made by the
garrison inniediately after, he was wounded
in the thumb, while turning aside e point
of a Tance with his hand; and from the cou-
sequenees of this insignificant injury, he died
five days after, in the Abbey of St. Bertin.
On his death-bed, he wrote a letter to his
uncle Henry, expressing regeet for having oc-
casioned nim so many embarrassments during
his lifg-tinme, and bcsv(.;('hing him to receive
ignto his fayour the faithful Ilelie de St Saen.

From the period of his nephew’s death
till thé end of his own days, llenry en-
joyed almost uninterrupted pcacc.: Peace
of mind, indeed, he could not have, knowing
that he had obtained, his dominions Ly the
usurpation of his brother’s rights, and, to re-
tain them, kept that brother in pvrp(ctua;l im-
prisonment. It is said that conseience some-
times terribly tormented him bat conces-
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sions to the Churel of Rome, and the foun-
dation of monasteries and abbeys, he was
taught to think would be .sul'.’.givnt. atone-
ment, 3d thas he quicted the reproaches of
his own heart.

enry, however, had another soggee of
uncasiness,  For five years after hér second
marriage, the Empress Matilda remained
without chil(lrun.; but at length, in March,
1123, a son was born to her in lﬁ’, Mans;
and, with the greatest joy and satisfaction,
Henry called his nobles and prelate toge-
ther, andonce more made them s®ar fidelity
to his daughter and to his grandson. e lived
to see twgo more sons added to his daughter’s
family, and also to hear of the death of his
un]n‘)py bréther Robert, who died in Car-
difi” Castle, in 11348 It is said that the
unfortungte prince starved’himself to death,
"':(m acount of Henry having sent hima gown

.40 wearewhich he himself had torn in at-
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tempting to putit on. This story is very im-
probable, however, and appears still more so
when we cou.)s-.dcr that, at the time of Robert’s
death, enry had been for more than two
years in Normandy.

Thongh considerably younger than Ro-
bert, Henry did not long survive him; for in
the following ycar, towards the end of No-
vember, he was seized with illness, after hav-
ing taken violent exercise in hunting during
the morning, and supped somewhat too
largely upon lampreys.  Violent fever suc-
aecded ; wini he died on the first or second
of December, in the sixty-seventh year of
his age. :

Thus ended the direet male line of William
the Conqueror, in the person~of his third
son. Of all the Nori.Jan house, Henry was
the most distinglished by his powers of

mind. He had also had the advantage of a
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high education, was a lover of literature and,
the arts, and dul much for jhe revival ul
learning iningland,  Ile hzul.;,, rcat activity,
both ¢Wbody and mind, though he had none
of that restlessness which often hurries men
into the commission of foolish acti:jﬁ; and
his prudence was often a check upon his
valour.  That he was personally courageous
there can be noedoubt, though some of his
courtiers, we are told, affected to #fink the
contrary, beeause his €ourage was ngt of a
hot and i e stuous kind, and becau‘so wh('n
he discovered that several of Ins (lom(,qtlc
attendants had entered into a condpiracy
against Wim, he slept in his armour, and
filled his .Lp.'mnents with those on whom he
oould’rc]y. fle was ‘mcl, ambitious, ava-
ricious ; but it must also be remarked, that
he lnd been treated with cruel injustice him-

1f, duung all the carly part of his life, by
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the very man towards whom le was most
culpable afterwards. ITe had a good many
other vices, which T need not tel] you about;
but he was undcubtedly the best ar . wiscsi:
monarch of the Norman line.

e .
THE END.
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