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ARAKT, Sadao, et al
Sworn Deposition

Depcnents MCRATA, Yachiho

Having first dvly sworn en osth as on ettached sheet and in accardance
with the procedure followsd in my couniry, T, MURATA, Yachiho, hersoy depose as
followss.

(I) I served in the Bureau ~f Tocorasicns of the Cabinet for more than
nine years from February, 19-8 (Showa 13) and at present occupy a high position
in the Bureau next to tie Frasidcnte.

Decorationse I heva parsonal knowlelge of the revarals ‘hat were awarded after
r entered the service such as thosc of the China neicank, enl also I know of

he rewards prior to the Incident in gercral since 1 investigated them as part
f my dut ies.

(II) The grantirg of rewards comes under the.rharge of the Bureau of

(III) Tho extensive rcewards grantei as in the Manchurian and China Incidents
.ero granted through the following procecdure:

(a) First, the standing rules rogarding rewards are made according to
the decisions of the Cabinct mcetinge

(b) Next, the Ministries concerned apply to the Burcau of Decorations
for rewards within the fixed nurber, and at the same time have. their officials
in charge oxplain to the Bureau theilr reasons orallye

-

(¢) The Burcau of Decorations on 1is part expresses its opinion on the
aboves

(d) Thus, finally, as a result of deliberation on both sides, the
rewards bill is draftcde.

(e) The above bill is submitted to the Rewards Conference which 1is
composed of fifteen reg:lar counzillors (tesides two memoers of the

i

Imperial family) and when the Conference pasSes the bill, it is presented
to the Prime Ministcre

(f) The Prime Minister roports of it to the Thronc to obtain Imperial
sanctione

(g) When Imperial senction is given, thc rewards are then grantede

(IV) Even with rewards on a small scale as the time of the anti~-Comintern
ct, the same procedure as mentioned above was used with the exception that
anding rules were not madece

(V) The rewards include the grant of decorations, cups and moneye
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(VI) Those who were granted rewards in the Manchurien Incident total
452,826, Among them, those who rendered distinguished services (given the
Order of the Gelden Kite) reached 9,096; those who performed meritorious
service (chiefly givern the Order of the Rising Sun) nurbered 158,593 and those
who rendered services (chiefly given the Order of the Sacred Treasure),
153,881, Among those vho were awarded the rcvards ere WAKATSUKI, Reijiroe (given
a set of gold cups)., SHIDHILRA, Kijuro (ziven a 5% of gold cups), General
UGAKT, Kazushige (zivsn a =nt of gocld cuns), BAYaSHT, Eyajivo (given the 2nd
Olaas Order of the Rising Sun), MORISHIMA, Merito ‘ziren tae CuisroRathe
Rising Sun, 2nd flass) and Maior Ceneral T4AN4TA, Prulilchi (giv:n the Order of
the Rising Sun, Lth #lass in tha first ewards anl tac vd @lass Order in the
second)e WAKATSUKL, SHIDEMARA and UGAITT were givsn a sct of geld cups
respectively in lieu of decaratiors bezeuse they had already higher class
decorations,

(VII) Thoss who wers grantod rowards at the time of the anti-Comintern
Pact total 49; of wiich 11 werae givea dozocations and 33 were given cups.
among those who worz given decorabtions were JE.UL4, Hachiro (given the Order of
the Rising Sun, lst Clacs, as Forcign Minicter), MXHAAVOJI, Rintomo (given the
Order of the Rising Sun, lot Clusz. as the fatensctor Litraordinary and
Plenipotentiary to fevmany), HITIVUICHL. Kensuzo {given the Goler of the Rising
Sun, 2nd Cless, as Vice~foraigo Minicler) amwl XUATY iy Shoaosm: (ziven the
Order of the Rising Sun, 3rd Clers, &3 Direetor of the Tresuy Burceau in tho
Foreign Office). Amcnz those wao were granted silver cups were HAYALHAI,
Raizaburo (given & set of silver cups as the Minister of Justice) end IWAIMURAL,
Michiyo (given a silver cup as the Director of the Bureau of Criminel Lffa irs)e

(VIII) Those who were granted rewards in the China Incident total 34319,548,
Among them, those who rondercd 4-Class distinguished services reached 3,370 and
those who rendered E-Clonss distinguiched services, 182,992 (they wcre both
given the Orders of the Golden Kite); rext, those who performed meiitoriously
(chiefly given the Orders of the Rising Sun) reached 1,768,053 -and those who
rendored execeptimnal sorvices (chiefly given the Orders of the Sgered Treasure)
reachad 605,173« JAmenz those who were granted decorations wore Lieutenant
Generel ISHIMARA, Kanji (given the Order of the Sacrod Treasure, lst Class) end
Mej or General TANAZA, Dyukichi (given the Order of the Golden Kite, 3rd Class,
and the Order of the Rising Sun, 2nd Class)..

(IX) There was no ons whc was grented reverds in recognifion of their
sonhar 27, Lo40. (n tho other

services in conclvaire the Trivie Alliav e on S vk B ;

hand, 15 persons were granseld revwards la congndolay feny of WPads gevvilces 1n
concluding the Angio=Taparcse Pach in 1202 (Meiji 35, o a totel of 29 were
given rewards for their services in concluding the JYrauch-Japaucss and Russo=

Japanese Pacts in 1907 (Meiji 4O)e

(X) Formerly, some wore created peers in recognition of thelr meritorious
services in war and in conclusion of treaties. Crcaticn of paerage, LOWeVver,
is in the charge of the Bureau of Peerage anl Heraldry in the operial Housee
hold Department end is not within the jurisdiction of the Bureau of Decorat ions,

so I am not in a position to speek about the matter.

On this 19th day of August, 1947

At Tokyo
Doponent:  MIRAT4, Yackiho (seal)
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cve statemcnt

I, SAKUML, Shin, hereby certify that the ab

was sworn by the Depcnent, who affixed his signavure and seal thereto

in the presence of this Witnesse

On the same date
1t the same place

Witness: Defense Counsel at the IMI'FE

/s/ Shin Sekuma (scel)

OATH

In accordence with my conscience, I swear 10 tell the

whole truth withhold ing nothing end a dding nothinge

/s/ Yachiho lMurate (seal)
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"given the"™ - "L{th Class"”

Strike out "2nd Class"

3rd para 3trike out "meritoriously™ add
Lt line "meritorious scrvice”




