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Interrogation of
\dmiral niunosuke Kusaka, 1JN

Date and Time: 27 Novemrber 1945, 0900-1230
Flace: Room 304, NYEK Building, Tokyo, Japan

Fresent Japtain J. J. Liobinson, USNKH, Inlerrogator
JIQI'CW mqtuukudo, lnt¢rpr;tcr
\Amiral (dunosuke Kusaka

.
- i \
LS L S

have 2 cousin who 1s an adaaral and whose
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/hat 1s your name pl
Riunosuke Kusaka., 1
name 1s the same as my own,

hat 1s your address?

1049 Daiti 2 Chome Setagayaku, Tokyo. 4n two days ry address
wlll be chang2d to 57 Kitabatake Naka 2 Chome Abenolku, Osaka.

.

Your age-
o4 .

/i1l you state by years your Naval career?

In 1921 1 was in Gunnery School, In 1924 I graduated from Naval
‘cademy., In 1929 I was attached to the Naval Linistry and I at-
tended the Disarmament Conference at Geneva, In 1934 I was Captaln
of the Air Craft Carrier HOSHO and later pDeputy Chief of Staff

of the China Area Fleet under Admiral Hasegawa., In 1941 I was
Chief of Staff of the First Air Fleet and as such, took part in
the attack on Pearl Harbor. In December 1943 I assumed command

of the Rabaul Fleet, In 1944 1 was chief of Staff of the Combined
Fleet until early July 1945. In August 1945, 1 was on my way to
Kuyushu to become commander of the Fifth Fleet Air Command, when
the surrender was announced, After August 1945, for one month,

I was chairman of the liaison Committee of the Army, Navy and
Foreign Office., I returned to Tokyo on 28 October 1945, and

since then have been in the Naval Reserve,

Vhat were the dates of your service as Chief of staff of the
First Air Fleet beginning in 19417
15 April to the end of November 1942,

#hat plans did you follow for the Pearl Harbor operation?

I followed the plans of the Navy linistry and the jdmiral of the
Fleet, lMy unit was under the command of Fleet admiral Yamamoto.
1 received my final orders for the Pearl Harbor operation in the
middle of November at saeki. There were three operation orders.

vhen did you learn the date for the attack?
1 first learned of the date when I left Japan on 26 hovember,
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RIUNOSUKE KUSAKA

A, (Tho admirel raised his hands above his head and delayed his answer,

smiling.) I do not know, I was only receiving orders and doing the
attacking.

Do you not as a good Navy officer, feel some resentment against
those who were responsible for not having taken care of making a
declaration of war?

(Leugiing.) I do not know how to express my feelings, but such action
was not good.

In Japan, whose responsibility is it to give such notice?
The Foreign Office, as a matter of common sense.

About how long before the actual attack should the declaration of war
be made?

(Lifting his hands to his head and making a hissing noise, with his eyes
on the ceiling). Because of the fact that time would be required to
transmit and decode such a message, there should be warning at least
thirty minutes to an hour before the attack began.

Did you see any of the action at Pearl Harbor?
A, No,

I S/Sgt Andrew lMitsukado, 30109657, hereby certify that I acted as
interpreter at the interview set out above, that I truly interpreted and
translated the English questions into Japanese and the replies thereto

from Japanese into English, and that the English translation of the answers
set out above are true and accurate to the best of my knowledge and be-
lief,
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~ S/Sgt ANDREW MITSUKADO
30109657

Witness:
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