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( Doc. No. 2496-A

ZYTRACT FROM INTERROGATICHS OF OSANMI NAGANO, 26 Merch 1946
P e = W* .

—
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"Q. About vhen, sdmiral, did you plece your approvel upon the plan to

attack Poerl Earbor?

A. Either in the end of October or the peginning of November. There

was corsideroble argument between the Meete and the Favel Operational
Bureau. The Fleehs were in revor of at tacking Peerl Eerbor, whereas |
the Naval Affeii s Bureau cousidered it too much of a speculation and
preferred the nore conservesive methoc. of writing for the american
Fleet in the South Pacilic lelauds. Admirai YAMAMOTO was very adamant

3 in his belief in afae mlan bto aliark Pusrl Harbor ard he threatened to
resign along with his steft if thut plan were not carried out .

s Prior,vo t?is time the yian red been verfected by proliminery
. maneuvers &% sea and aliso on pager at the Naval Eepdcusrters, hed

> it not, Admira.?

"

A. Yes, the Fleet studied it very greetly.

Q.  ~And when, Admival, was it thed vou decided the conflict between the
0 NWavy Affairs Bureau and Admiral YAMAMCTO in favor of the attack upon

Pearl Harbor?

A. I originally egreed with the Navel Operatianél Depertment but as
YAMAMOTO was so avid in #bout the end of October or eerly vert of
November, 23 I vreviosuely stated, I agreed with the plan to attack
Pearl Earhor. The Naval Affesirs Buresu were in fevor of using the
plan that they h=d held for many vears of waiting for the american

Navy in the South Pacific Islands.

Q. Xevertheless, Admirel, es I understand it, rotwithetending the desires
of the Navel Affairs Buresu to pdhere to the pilan wiich had been in
offect for meny yeers. you cesme to the concluaion that the plan 10
atteck Peerl hRarbor wes best nud setiied tne conflicl by =1ving your
approvel to the Pearl Harbor Plen, is that not corract, Admiral?

A. I was for the vlan of the Navsl affeirs Depertment as that seemed
to be the more logical hut not to kave tre Commander of the Fleels
regign, as he wowd heve, if his vlan did not gO thrcugh, I thought

the best thing to do vas 10 aD0TrOVs.

Qs And you did gpprove, is thet correct, the olan for the Peerl Harbor

attack?

A YBB,
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Ag I understand the situation, Admiral, your approvel of the same
was the decisive frctor 'in carrying through the attack on Pearl

Harbor, is thet not right?

Yes.

And as I understand it, Admirel, I psammes that'in the 1ight of that
fact, you ere willing to agsa:e resjonsibility for the. same. Is

that correc%, Admiral?

Naturally.

Admiral, about when vas the fleet first ordered to take position in
order to carry through the Pearl Harbor attack?

-

The Fleets were assembled at Chiahima in the middle of November.
On November 26 or 27 they started out for Pearl kEarbor......

Admiral, as a matter of fact, there was a lisison conference held
on or about November 28 or 29, 1941, was there not, at which there
were present Premier TOJO, Foreign Minister TOGO, Finance Minister
KAYA, President of the Cabinet Planning Boerd SUZUKI, Army Chief of
Staff SUGIYAMA, Army Vice Chief of Staff General TAI'ABE, yourself

.ag Navy Chief of Ltaff, Navy Vice Chief of Staff Rear Admiral ITO,

Communications Minister TERASHIMA, Agriculture Minister INO, the
Cabinet Secretary HOSHINO, General MUTO as head of the Military
Affsirs Section for the Army and Head of the Navy General Affairs
Section Vice Admiral OKA to complete the determinsation for wer
upon the United States, ia that not correci?

I am not sure of the date but I believe you are correct on that.
Eowever, until the very last we were hoping that poace could be
established and were prepared to abandon ithe plan ant i1l the very
1c8t, for the attack on Pearl Earbor. You zarn acd 10 the list the
Navy Minister Admiral ShIMADA."
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ARTERROGATICN OF
BACAEO, OSANI
Date and Time: 26 March 1946, 0940-1600 hours.
Place t Sugamo Prison, Tokyeo, Japan,
Present ! NAGARO, Osami
Er. Vniontim C., Hammack, Interrogator

Mr. Hammack : Do solemnly swear, by Almi
ttl:l{a;on will {mly end accura
rp

2nd Lt, Erie Fleisher , Interpreter
Miss Leona Coberley y Stencgrapher

Oath of Interpreter, administered by
¥r, Hemmack:

t"GOQ,

ine
ret and translate from lul:llg
into Japanese and from Japanese into
mn-&, a8 may be required of you, in
s-rroceeding?

Lt, Fleisher : 1 do.
Cuestions by : Nr. Hammack,

Qo

As

The last question,; Admiral, was to the effect that
m hed advised the Emperor in the summsr of 1941

t the Navy was ready for war to which your ans-
wer ua "That is correct." You remember that, do

you no

i1f war coulé not be avoided, the Navy would put
forth its all,

Admirsal, there was between the Army, Navy and the
Cabinet a liaison committee or lianiscn weas maine
tained between the various departments, is that
not correet?

There was & liaison officer between the Army, Navy
and the Cadinet and this work was performed the
¥ilitary Affairs Department of the Army and the
Ravy.

File No, 19
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Continuation of Interrogation of
NAGARD, Osami

Qe

Ae

Ve

Ae

Ae

sy was it not
g for the
of Staff

And &t these various liaison meeo
also thn.¥rtctio¢ on important mee
Army Chief of Staff and the Havy Chie
to be present?

Yes, thet is correct. The most important meetings
were discussed between the Navy Kinister and the
war Minister and in the liaison conferences the
Army Chief of Staff and the Navy Chief of Staff

were present,

Is it not & faet, Admiral, that as a matter of
practicey, most o} the important questions were
determined at these lisison conferences at which
would be present these officlals which you manticned?

Yes, that was the practice,

Now, directing your attention, Admiral, to June 25,
1941, do you remember being present atl a liaison
conference in connection with the world condition
and for the purpose of discussing Japan's problems
as they existed as cf thet date?

Yes, 1 was there,

And. is it not a fact, Admirsl, that on June 25
1041, in eddition to yourself tnere were present
premier Konce, Foreign Minister Hatsucks, War
kinister Tojo, Navy Minister Olkawa, Home Minister
Hiranuma, Chief of the Army Qenersl gtaff CGenersl

euim Vice Chief of the Army General Staff

Lieut t Genersl Tsuksda, Viee Chief of the Navy
Generzl Staff Admirel Xondo, Directer of the EHill-
tary Affairs Bureau of the xuy dajor CGenersl Muto,

and Director of the Wilitary Affairs Bureau of the
Kavy Rear Admirsl Oka?

1 am sure that all except Hiranume were proiont.
iAs for Hiranuma 1 am not sure but he way have been
P“Iﬁﬂto

Admiral, will you state what the reascn and thepure-
pose of this liaison conference wvas?

1 believe it was to discuss whether troops wculd

-
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Continuation of Interrogation of
HkGABO, Osami |

be sent to French Indo=China or not,

2, 1Is that your best reccllection on the matter,
Admiral?

A. I don't remember very well but I believe that
“l it.

. HNow, then, Admiral, is 1t not a faet that on July

y 2y 193.& :t which thin;-;:uont in :dii:toﬁe :ur-
TOr Was prese

orin” that Japen should continue
to adhere tc the policgy of establishing the Creater
Zast Asia sphere
the world's changing
and, further, Japan
the China Incident taking armed measure
view to advane southward for that

' B remember thet as being the purpose
muu at that time and place, Admiral?

s w

A, What do you mean by wuthvu'ﬂ
Ce In reference to French indo-China and Thailand.

Ae 1 know for sure that the objective was to cut the
supply line to China at tha time,

5. 1s it not also a fact, Admiral, that in addition
to the objective as Jjust atau& by .gu.:zclr thet

t this conference Japan's poll y decided
:1th reference to French Indo-C and Thailand

Ao ery to send t.rooin
to cut the supply

continue the :

were

i =

is it i

Qe er your memory, Admirsl, 1s 3

agreed a{ this conference
that troops should be sent into Thailand?

-3-
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Continuation of Interrogaticon of
NAGARO, Osami

A

Qe

Ao

Ao

1 don't remember very clearly but I don't believe
at that conference the sending of trocps to Thai-
land was discussed, |

Do you remember, Admiral, that at this conference
in connection with sending troops to Theiland it
wes determined that d%g}unatiu negotiations would
be entered inte with the Thailand government
peacefully but that whether pescefully or othere
wise 1t was determined that troops were to be
sent there,

I believe you have French Indo=China and Thailand

confused, ¥hat ycu said previously applies to

French Indo-China but tc my memory we did not

;:nd troops into Thailand until after the war
gan.

That may be true, Admiral, wes it not also deter-
mined at thisg conference that Japan would set in
accordance with the Tripartite Pact? O

1 don't remember i1f this was discussed at the cone-
ference or not but the Foreign Kinister was always
about sticking to the Tripartite Alliance,
At that time there were some who disfavored the
Tripartite Allisnce and wished to become friendly
with the United States and England and, consequently,
the Foreign Minister was always talking about
Jag:n!l duty to remain truthful te the Tripartite
Alliance,

"ho was the Foreign Einister at this time?

Matsuoks was Foreign Ninister and the father of
the Tripartite Alliance,

it is a fact, also, is it not, Admirel, that Nat-
suoka was a iuur in insisting that Japan, at

the ;::ptr time, should live up tc the terms of
the partite 1111.30. in conneetion with Japan's
ponqtot expansion in the Far East? Is that not
correct?

As for expansion, 1 don't delieve Matsuoka talked
too much about 1{ but he was very eager that Japan

-l
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Continuation of Interrogaticn of
HAGANC, Osami

should remain truthful to the Tripartite Alliance
stating that a2 country is worthless if it does not

uphold its promises.

Qe Is it a fact, however, Admiral, that at this time
the policy e} Japan was to establish a New (rder
in the Far EBast such as was stated in the Tripar-
tite Fact?

Ae Y"' 1 believe that is true.

Qe Admiral, what is your own understanding of the
policy of establishing a FNew Order on the part of
Japan in the Far East?

A, I don't ¥now very much on this subject and I have
not studied it but I don't think that the copying
of Germany or ltaly was very gcod,

R« Is it not a fact, however, Admiral, that the policy
of Japan at that time was tc create a New COrder
in the Far East by peaceful methods if possible
but by the use of arms if necessary?

A. As for myself, I di¢ not hold too much value in
' this New Order but there probably were others in
the government and various deper ts who did,

Je I8 it not & fact, however, Admiral, that regard-
less of what your porului views nmay have been
on the subject that, nevertheless, suchws the
pt:ng.:g apan and those who governed Japan at

®

Ae As Tor Japan's pong, ire don't know too
much, but I den't that it was the Kcnoe
Cabinet or a cabinet which followed or preceded
its plan or ponwr the entire nation, Cer-
tain individuals such &sn ides in regard to
Japan's policy. There were avid nati sts
and J sts dut as for the nation's set fixed
policy 1 don't believe tuhis was the case,

J¢ But isn't it ture, Admiral, that the persons who
advocated this ¢y were so strong that note
withstanding what Frince Konoe may have hoped to

5o
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Continuation of Interregation of
BAGANO, Osami

Ao

do that hig Cabinet could not stem the tide of
Japan's exransion?

As for China, many affairs did not go as the Konoe
government u!sh.d but as for other ccuntries I
don't believe there was such a set policy.

Admiral, at cur last meect you stated that in

the sp or summer of 1941 there were two factions
in the government, Cne for the purpcse of develop-
ing the Creater Far Bastern Co-Presperity Zphere

and to obtain needed supplies by Japan from Burma,
Thailand, Malaya, Manchuria and China and who hoped
to obtain this ogjootiv- by peaceful means; that
another faction insisted upon cbtaining the objec-
tive bz the use of arms if necessary, That is
correet, is it not?

As to the firet group you mentioned, yes, there
were of them but as for the second group 1
den't believe there were too many and they were
avid naticnaligts and, in my opinion, crazy to
believe the limited rescurces of Jepan could stand
up against the world in pursuing such a policy,

is it not a feet, however, Admiral, that at this
time, as & result of the war in Burope and the
changing conditions of the world, that the tide
of those who insisted that Japan utilize world

.ccnditions to develop its Creater Far Eastern Co-

Frosperity Sphere at the price of war if necessary
had resched sueh.groportian.that the more moderate
ones were unable to withstend such pressure?

Yes, 1 believe there were pecple wio thought that
the time was ripe to pursue Japan's expansion be-

cause of the German victories and strength of Ger-
in e 1 Delieve this was a very shorte
:::gfcl practice and t:::o

were loocking only
at conditions through ctories of the Cerman
arny and net from an overall picture, taking inte
canliloration.thtg:o‘uctlan Ggincitz.ot the United
States and the British Empire plus the tremendous
rescurces at the command of both of these nations
and alse the strength of the navies.

-6=
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contimuation of Imterrogation of

NAGANC, Osami

Qe

He

Ao

Ao

In the Navy who were these who advoecated the expan=
sion preogram by foree of arms 1f necessary, Admirel?

There must heve been scme members within the group
known as the younger officers but 80 far as ani
of the clder officers, those with responsibility,
1 don't believe there was anyone who thought so,

%ho in the army advocated such & Progrem, Admirsl,
to your knowledge?

1 don't ¥nmow exactly who, but the opinicn at that
time was curremnt, to t.hal 1 will agree, |

And is it not a fset, Admirsl, that among the
leaders who favored such & program in the army
were Generals Tojo, Mute cato?

an. while still being &
tary man and smothlo speeches were made
to go over as 2 big hit with Japanese populse-
tion but I don't think anycne who neld such &
responsidble position could be so blind,

The answer is not responsive to the guestion
Admirel, it is & fact to youwr knowledge, is it
not, that the leaders smong military leaders who

favored the expansicm program by force of arms
if necessary at this time were Generals Tojo, Muto,

and Sato?

As 1 have stated tmtoul
truth to utmost &

ly, 1 am trying to tell the
m:ltz and 1 appreciate your
sition, As for Tojo, Nuto,
¢t & doubt that they are
mili ism,

of China the Sino-Japanese

The military thought they
Incident successfully in &
easily, y when this became

Chins Incident and the Tripartite Alliance re-
suited from this; the objective, however also was
to conclude the China Incident, The sou

-7-
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Continustion of Interrogaticn of
NAGANO, Osaml

ogrem, in my opinion, was not the ob=- :
mzin':?:tpthgi n power as much as eoncludhi:shnd 1
the China Incident was., The Japanese army v q
a policy for meny, many years past--this go n:{
extends to externsl affslirs as vell as in uo-. ke
affairs. 1t is like a swift stream when gn y ,
step cut into the current ycu are pumdt hgvn“ i
stream, in this manner, I boli"og and s .
only cpinion, Tojo, Euto end Satoc Wers eugo :
tlm.{n the stream o} army pelicy. ¥hether 13 B |
Yuto end Sato tried to strengthen that strnnit |
don't know but even 1f they wished to oppose 11U,

41s it not, Admiral, that about this
- {:u't;or:i.:ﬁutien had l’n'cm go that Japan, 11; .
order tc settle the China incident, was dot-h;m o:e
to expand southward to obtain the necessary Io B
and supplies as well as to stop the flow of surplie
to Chiang Xal Bhek's ATmy? |

Ae Yes, that 1is correct.

- 3 s i -
.Jn_'ﬁ-Mh...i.'.l. m'iaul;ﬁut'-'*t#'_ 4

: Admiral, &s have stated, during the summer 2 3
L ::"1941 the tide z:uvlr w8s ng strongly in )
Japan, was it not? -

= 0

ho were fur-
A rresponsible people W T
v se of respons y
o tg;iu slone was &
Q Admirsl, that the situation

however
t a }uthor ﬂuson conference was held

:rs:::tn?;. 1941, and that on Se; tember 6, 1941 :or
conference was hnl& at which were present the : ;. “,
prince Konoe, War Ninister Tojo, Havy qu.storm s
Chief of Army General staff General Mm’tho
yourself as Chief of the Navy General Staff, e
President of the Planning Board Sugukl, Genera
snd Admiral Ota?%

Ao As far as the date . am not sure but I believe such

-

S ——
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Continuation of Interrogation of
NAGAKO, Osami

a conference did take place and 1 further believe that
the Chairman of the Privy Counell was alsc present,

Qe And what was his name?
Ao tlara,

Qe HNow this is your reecollection that this meeting 1
ar mentioning took place in the early part of Sep-
tember 1941, is it Mt’ Admiral®

A. As for the date, I don't remember but 1 believe it
was the early part of September, 1941,

Q. And what was the purpose of this meeting, Adairal?

A. The objective of the conference was toc discuss
American-Japanese relations which at that time
| were progressing very poorly. Also, preperation
| for war was discussed snd furthersore, it was de-
' cided to continue relations with the United States
and meke & finsl attempt tc settle the preblems
arising peacefully, however, if this problem
could not be set by the early part of Cctober,
then everyone was made to understand that war
would be ctonsidered unaveidable and gr.purntionl
would have to be sterped up toward that end,

Qs And is it not a fact, Admiral, that at this meet-
ing it was dot-orn.‘laul. as aulod by yourself, that
if the problems could not be sclved by October, that
Japan would embark upon war sgainst Americas,

England and the Netherlands nc later than October
end that preparations were immediately instituted
in light of such plans?

A. Yes, that is correct,

Q. Admiral, what were the reasons for the ccllapse of
the Eonoe Cabinet in Octeober, 19417

A. As ] am not s member of the Cabinet ] do not know
the conditions under which the Cabinet resigned,
but this is my own opinion, Tojo had already ce-
cided that if the American-Jeapanese gquestion was
not settled by the early part of Cctober, war was

-9~
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Continustion of Interrogation of
NAGANO, Osami

inevitable, however, Konoe , still thinking there
was a chance for peaceful settlement, :xtoscd
Tojo and his decision that was was inevitable.

As a result he was forced to reaign,

9, Admiral, that is not your opimion, but the actuel 5
faet, to your knowledge, is that not so? L

A, When I say I think, I mean I was so informed.

3., What you mean, Admiral, is that you know that was E
so but you were not present at the time perhaps? - a3

A, I aslways say 1 think, becausé I haven't had per- : |
sonal contact, g &

Q. HNot to gquibble, Admiral, nevertheless, you know
as an intelligent man that those were the facts,
do you not?

As Yes.,

Q. Now, Admirel, going back to the conference in the
early part of September at which you stated it wis
deterained that in the event the problems detween
Japan and the United States could not be gettled
that war would be instituted in Cctober, you con-
curred in that decision did you not, Admiral?

b

A. Yes, I did agree,

%« And having done 80, Admiral, I assume are now
. willing to assume your full responsibility for
your part in such a q.eisiun, is that correct?

A. Yes, I take the responsibility for sagreeing.

Q. Now, Admiral, wewere discussing before lunch the
conference o} September 1941, Do you remember
wvhen they had another conferencs later than that?

A It seems that there were many conferences.

¢ Did you attend the conference, Admiral, in Cctober

immedistely preceding the collapse of the Konoe
Cabinet?

«l0=
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Continuation of Interrogation of

Ao
Yo

Ao

Jeo

Ae

I think ] attended 2ll ccnferences.

And all of the conferences were more or less to the
scme effect were they not? |

1 can't remember the details but I believe that they
were all about the same.

And the effect of the conferences, Admirsl, was that
the problems were to be solved if possible by ne-

fzmzim, by war in the event that failed, was
not?

Yes, that is correect, The Emperor did not wish war
and I tried to have the Emperor's wishes carried out.

About when, Admiral, did you place your approval
upen the pian to tt{net Pearl Harbor?

Either in the end of October or the beginning of
Kovember, There was considerable argument between
the Fleets and the Naval Operational Buresu., The
Fleets were in favor of attacking Pearl Harbor,
whereas the Waval Affairs Bureau considered it too
wuch of a speculation and preferred the more cone-.
servative method of waiting for the American Flest
in the South Pacific Islands. Admiral Yamamoto
was very adamant in his belief in his plen to attack
Fearl Harbor and he threatened to resign along with
his staff if that plan were not earried out.

Frior to this time the plan had bdesa perfected by
pre mansuvers at ses and also on paper at
the Naval Headguarters, had it not, Adairal?

Yes,y the Fleet studied it very grestly.

And when, Admiral, was it that you decided the con-
fliet bo&vm the Nevy Affairs Bureau and Admiral
Yamamoto in favor of the attack upon Pearl Harbor?

iori agreed with the Naval Operational De-

partment but as Yamamoto was so avid in about the
end of October or early part of November, as 1 pre-

viously stated, I agreed with the plan to sttack

-u-




Continuaticn of Interrogation of
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Fearl Harbor. The Naval Affairs Bureau were in
favor of using the plan that they had held for
many years of waiting for the American Navy in
the South Pacific Islands,

Kevertheless, Admiral, as 1 understand it, notwith-
standing the desires of the Neval Affairs Buruu
to adhere to the plan which had been in effect

for many years, you came to the conclusion thet the
n to attack Pnrl Harbor wes best and settled

he confliet glving arproval to the

Fearl Harbdber Plan, is that not correct, Admiral?

1 wvas for the plan of the Naval Affairs Department
as that seemed to be the more logical but not to
hnn the Commander of the Fleets ros:l;n as he would
if his plan did not go through, I thought
l":ut thiu to do wés to spprove,

and did e
the Fearl

t.is that correet, the plnn for

Yes.,

As 1 undersetand ‘he situation, Admiral, your approval
of the sane was the decisive }uter in ca

t?mgh the attack on Pearl Harbor, is that no

r

Yes,

And as 1 understand it, Admiral, 1 assume that in
the 1li . ht of that fut you are willing to mssume
responsidility for thc same, I1s that corroet,
Admirsl?

Haturally,

Admiral, about when was the fleet first ordorod
take position in order to carry through the Fearl
Harbor attack?

The Fleets were sssembled &t Chishima in the middle
of November, On November 26 or 27 they started out
for Fearl Harbdor.
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According to prearrsnged plan, is that not correet,
Admiral? -

Yes, they started ocut according to plan,

Admiral, go back, it is a fact, 1s it not, that
the final decision go to war wes made on Or
sbcut December 1, 1941, ig that not correct?

Admiral Yamamoto left i:{:ﬂ'undor the agreement
thet should he not be led back before December
8 he was to proceed with the plan, however, if at
any time he were to be called back, he had given
Ty wvord he would bring the Flset back without
attacking Pearl Harbor.

Admiral, as a matter of faect, there was = lialsca
conference held on or abcut Kovember 28 or 29, 1941,
was there not, at which there werse present Premier
Tojo, Foreign Einister Togo, Finance Minister Kaya,
President of the Cabinet Planning Board Susuki,

Army Chief of Staff Sugiyama Arny Vice Chief of
Staff General Tanabe yunroaif as Navy Chief of Staffl,
Nevy Vice Chief of Staff Rear Aduirsl Itc, Communi-
¥inister Terashima, Agriculture llniator
Ino, the Cabinet Secretary Hoshino, General ¥uto

as head of the Military Affairs Section for the Army
and Head of the Navy General Affairs Section Vice
Admiral Oka to complete the detersonmation for war
upon the United States, is that not correct?

1 sm not sure of the date but 1 beileve you are
correct on that, However, until the very last we
were hoping that pesce cculd be established sand
were prepared to abandon the plan vntil the very

last, for the attack on Fearl Hardoer. Ycu ¢an
34 Lo the 1ist the Navy Minister idmirel Shimeds.

1 reslize, Admiral, that there were a number of con-
ferences on November 28 and 29 and also on December
1 and 2, 1941, It is true, is it not, that at all
of these cconferences war upon the Unilod States had
been agreed upon and the various confersnces wers
held for the purpose of CQtorninilgbtha militery

and neval situation on the outbreak of war, is that
not correct?
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A. 1 don't remember the details but that l1s correct,

Qe Do yocu know Nacki Hoshino?

Ae Yes, '

Q. He was secretary of the cabinet, was he not?

A Yes, |

Qe 1 am advised, Admirsl, that Naoki Hoshino was per-
haps the closest man In the Cabinet to General
Tojo. What do you know about that?

A. Yes, Hoshino was very close to Tojo even from past
times in Manchuria,

Qs And is it not a fact that, notwithstanding that
Hoshino was Secretary of Cabinet, as disting-
uished from a ca officer, he was one of the
most active, if not the most active, advocate for
war with the United States during this period of
time?

Ae At the conferences Hoshino's rank was so low thst
he was never given a chance to express his opinions,
In my opinicny and in that of the higher men, he
was & very good Secretary to Tojo.

Q. Do ycu know, however, Admiral, of your own knowledge
whether or not what 1 have said is true, that is,
that Hoshino was very active in influencing Genersl
Tojo, if such a vere necessary, towsard war
with the United States?

A: I don't know what sort of influence Hoshino had
upon Tojo but it was well known at that time that
he was a very active man,

Qe Will you explain what you mean by the word active?

A. You might say that he dabbled in everything and
expressed his opinions on everything.

Q¢ Is it not a2 fact that in expressing his opinions
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continuation of interrogetion of

RAGANC, Osami

o expressed his cpinion in

on many things he gls
favor of war upon the United States.

think Hoshino wés such & fool as to come out

his policy obvious.

and make
that that was his policy even

Q. Do you know, hOweverT,
though he may not have been obvicus about 1t7

Ao I can't make judgment upon that, He was not very
conservative, 1 think.

Now sdmiral, upon what day was the lmperisl Con=- |
ference hnld; \

He i don't

1 believe there
and one in SeptembeT.

ne immed-
the one 1 now

Qe
Ao .
Qe
Ao Dctober and Novem~
and prospects vere dis~

conferences were
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Continuation of Interrogation of
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mede known to the Emperor by Sugiyama, Tojo, and
nyselfl as represgsentatives of cur respective or-

. ganizations some timeeither in late November or

n early December, You may be right in assuming
the second of December,

Is it not a fact, Admiral, that your plans in
regard to notice teo the United States contemplated
that the attack would be made before such notice
was given cr simultanecusly with the giving of
the notice?

Foy, that is not true. The Foreign office would
never have approved,

Nevertheless, Admiral, is it not a fact thet that
was the net result?

Yes, it would be, as to that 1 don't know I would
suggest you ask someone Iin the Foreign O0ffice
about it as that is their business.

Alsoy is it not a fact, Admiral, that the nctice
as ﬁna was cocuched in such language that it

not, by ‘:{.smm of the imsgination, be
considered a raticn of war and that this
was done deliberately alseo in furtherance of the
surprise attack upon Pearl Harbor?

That is striectly the work of the Foreign Office
and what they did 1 have no connection with snd
don't know whet the declarstion said,

You re:d the notice that was served upon the _
Secretary of State, Er. Hull, did you not, Admiral?

Noy, 1 did nct see it,

Have you ever seen it or a copy thereof?

Noy, 1 have not,

Is it not a fact, Admiral, that it was your under-

standing that the notice that was served upon
Secretury Hull should be served upon him not more
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Continuation of interrogation of
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Ko

agreed that the notice should ba served one half
neur before the attack on Fearl Harbor?

That is absolutely a lie, J don't know anything
ghout the time element, 1t was discussed among
Togo, Tanabe and 1to. Tanabe, the Vice Chief of
5 for the Army end lto was Vice Chief of
staff for the Navy. As for their talks I know
absclutely nothing. A8 Commender in Chief of

the Navy 1 thought one hour would be ample suffi-

ciency.

what was the informstion you had, however, from
the persons you have menticned as to the amount

of time deternined upon?

They went to the conference without consulting
me and as to its results they did not notify we.

Anmé Admirel, 1 must ask you--it is a fact
’

it no
surprise element, the matter of the notice to be

served upon the United states was discussed by
yourself and others and with Foreign Minister Togo?

of war was
The Navy Hinister

t and I don't like to
it was up teo them,

rohtimtobogimtomu ted States was
discussed Foreign Minister Togo insisted that some
mllumtottiumtbcgimundthatyou

opposed the notice of time and urged as ;w rea-
son therefor that to achieve success at garl Hare

voer the attack must be 2 complete surprise, is
that not correct?
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That is not a faet, That was probably said by Togo
OF some one connected with Togo and I did not make
such a statement.

if you did not make such a statement, Admiral, what
was your informstion as to how the notice wu.:[d be
served upon the United States and the time it would
be served preceding the attack upon Pearl Harbore

it was never decided how many hours before the notice
was to be given, This was strictly up to the Feoreign
OCffice or the Navy Department,

- Now, Admiral, the answer is not an intelligent cne

for the reason that you kmew that the time of the
serving of the notice upon the United States would
have to be such that Japan would not be deprived

of the element of surprise in the Pearl Harbor
attack, In other words, Admiral, I know that you
would not send your fleet into & place like Fearl
Harbor if you thought for ome minute that they would
have notice of your intentioms and would be waiting

for you,

‘he success depended upcn the United States not
knowing the intentions of Japsn and to attack before
preparations had bdeen made in the defense of Pearl
Harbor, however, it was never my intention to vio-
late international law and attack defore = declara-
tion of war had been given,

At one of these conferences, Aduirsl, and I think
r a2, 1941, it is
&8 senior officer of
the NHavy and the Army had
ations for wer snd were ready
for war? 1Is t not correet?

i don't know whether ] said tho:;xcnd the Army
were ready but I saild that they d put forth
their utmost, :

Sow, Admiral, about whet date in ccnneetion with
these various conferences, did the conference take
place at which you were present, relating to the

18~
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form of notice to the United States end the time

wvhen such notice should be served upon the United
S§tates preceding the attack upon Pearl Harbor? |

1 don't believe there was a conference at which
this was discussed as this would be the business
of the foreign office or even the Army Minister

or Navy Minister.

Is it not a feet, Admiral, that you were present
at a liaison conference in which the form of notice
breaking off diplomatic relations with the United
States was a upon and that you are familiar
with the determination as to what the notice should

contain?

1 den't remember the exsct date of the conference
but I do remember that it was to be announced on
December 8 at a time suitable to the Navy.

Is it not a fact, Admirsl, that at a discussion or

2 liaison conference at which was present {eu.rnlf
and particularly Foreign Minister Togo that you
opposed notice the United States steting as your
reason in the attack upon Pearl Harbor that the
attack must be made a complete surprise.

1l don't believe that 1 ever said such a thing at

any of the liaison conferences but it has been said
that Toge said te attag,)y without warning, Ay prise
concern wvas for the are of the Navy, to prevent

counter attacks and plan strategy.

is it not a fact, however, Admiral, that the success
of the Pearl Harbor attack dopcndo& upon complete
surprise?

Naturally, our attack depended upon the unprepared-
ness of the United States Havy but to vioclste inter-
national law was not our purpose,

Admirsl, do you remember giving an interview to a

per reporter, cne kr, Brines on October 25
1945 here in Tokyo} ;
Yes, 1 do,

.-""-'...i“'.ivr‘r' L - =

CLF =

Y s s LIk e

-hﬂ-ﬁ -

boobma . WA e an et



continuation of Interrogation of
HAGANO, Csami

Qe

fe

Ae

Ao

ind in which interview you made the following state-
you as in Chief of the Navy
expected that Japan's war decleration would proceed
assault by one half hour but for scme reason the
vital message was delayed,

1 den't remember having mentioned the thirty minutes
that you speak of, | |

However, Admiral, Ur. arines guotes yocu as having
made thet statement, that you expeéted Jepan's war
declaration would proceed assault by one th hour
rat the vitsl message was delayed. Would you say
under those circumstances thet you did not make
such & statement?

HQ’ i ‘Ouldn't ..{ that is incorrect, 1 did say to
¥r., Brines that 1t was decided that the message

hould be delivered thirty sinut
the me

In relation t6 your last answer, sO there will be

no mistake,did you suggest that I talk to Togo

tlin Foreign Minister or Tojo vho wes Premier at that
time? -

1 untiomd"rogo, Tanabe and 1%t0.

pid you not now, Admirsl, preceding the attack that
the time limit on wvhich to serve the notice upon
the United States had been reduced toc thirty minutes?

about it, 1 heard that
some time later after

No
the time hed been cut qui
the attack on Pearl Harbor.

And upon whose orders hed the time been redueed,
Admirel?

Oytside of Togo and the two others 1 mentioned I
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‘'was the r

don't know who else it ¢ould be,

Is it a faect, Admiral, that Togo, as Foreign liinistor,
determined that the time to serve the notice should
be reduced to thirty minutes?

1 see no other way of looking et it than that Togo
officer at the conference and he
would, consequently, be responsible for the cutting
of the time, The Jjob of noti the United States
was with the Foreign O0ffice, those who had the
authority to discuss such matters with the Foreign
office were the Kavy Minister and the ¥War dinister,
It was the work of the Ravy Ministry and the War
Hinistry tc discuss with Foreign Office such
matters pertsining to international law and polities.
T™hat is their techniecal specialty.

However, Admiral, regardless of that point 1 believe
you have already stated that, in the event you have
noty, 1 will ask you agsin, are the man who gave
the final orders for attack uron Pearl Harbor
and, as such, are willing to assume the rupmibh-
ity for the same, are you not?

Yes, that is correect,

Now, Admiral, going back to the notice, is it not

a fact that the :tiu toc be served upon the United
States was discussed at a lloison meeting &t which
you were present?

1 don't believe that would be 2 problem to be dis-
cussed at the lisison conferences.

fegardless of what you bellieve, is it not s fact

~ that the problem, however, was discussed at a con-

ference, after war had been deterzined upon, at
which you were present?

1 don't remember very well but I am sure that no
decision was made at any liaiscon conference in re-

gard to the time of the notifying of the United
States,

Admirsl, wvhat is your understanding of the notice
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that was served upon the United States and what it
proported to be?

1l didn't see the notice so 1 don't know but I think
it was t¢c the effect that Japan could not accept -
the {ro{osul of the United States of the 26 Hoveme
ber 1941,

Yould ycu ccnsider, Admirsl, a notice to the effect
that Japan c¢ould not accept the proposals submitted

by the United States on N vember 26, would you consider
such & notice of that effect as to go by any possible
streteh of the imaginetion, a declaration of war?

I den't know anything abcut that, That is the business
of the Foreign COffice,

You do know, Admiral, however, as a professional
naval man, {onortlly spesking, what & declaration
of war should contain, do you not?

As & naval officer and as a student of the Harvard
Internaticonal Law Scheool 1 do know that a declara-
ticn of war should be delivered bdefore the outbdresk
of war bt s&s to what it :‘hould contein I don't
know,. ] do know that a final note should be de-
livered, before a declarstion of war is announced,
by the ror to the pecople cf Jepan but the
procedure of dellivering s note and what its
contents should be 1 am unfamiliar with,

You do know, however, Admiral, that the contents
of the same should be such there cculd be no doubt
as to vhat the meaning could be, to-wit, declaration

of war,

1 believe that the note should be clear in its mean~
ing and should not have been a vague one,




