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Some Incidents in My Early School Days -
By Yen E’n Tsﬁng ’

A Student of the Shanghai Baptist Coilege

When ! entered the Elementary School at Woo Sung, 1 was -
a boy of nine, and had not even seen an English alphabet
before. At first, I was very happy, because I could study the
 English language. But I did not realize that the difficulty of -
studying it was far greater than what I expected. My teacher -
had a little temper. He would hit the students, ‘when the
latter did not obey. - One day, when be asked me to pronounce
the word “‘he,” I pronounced it ‘““she.” *‘No,” said the teacher,
““ what you have pronounced is, ‘she’ s-h-¢, not ‘he;’ now
" pronounce ‘he,’ h-e ‘he,’ say it.” Unfortunately T failed.
‘The more he asked me to pronounce ‘‘he,” the more I pronounced
it “she.”” I immediately began to attract the attention of all the °
students around me.  The teacher grew mote and ‘more fm-
patient. Finally, he opened his eyes wide, and uttered in “a
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_solemn, deep, authoritative tone the word, “he.” T was
frlghtened $0 . that. I' dared not speak 4 word, and after lookmg
: at the face of tho tmcher i bm st into'a Ioud ery, B

Howe\er this application was small when (,ompaled Wlth
“my capture by the students of the upper class. Our class had
had a bad feeling tow 1rds the upper class, because they once
drove our class chairman out of their class-room. This feeling
- became more and more bitter, until it ended in 4 real fight,
Our field-marshal—the chairman—appointed me as the spy,
“and asked me if I was brave enough to go among the encinies and
to detect for our class their scerets. T consented, and on the
errand. I went. .1 hid myself behind & door, and could hear
without any difficulty clearly what my enemies were consulting
about. * But, just then, a student came to open the door, and
when le partially saw me, he at once cried out, “ A traitor! a
traitor! ” ** Catch him!*’ was the reply. They pounced upon
me as eagles on a hen. 1 tried to escape, but in vain. They
arrested me, and put me undér a sguare table encircled with
hoards, benches, chairs, which were put sidewise so that I could
not climb out.  This was my prison.. There was no place for
ventilation except one small hole which was not more than’ five
~ inches in diameter, and through which they threw at me pieces
~ of chalk, waste paper, or not unfrequently, dirty water. The
‘poor pmsoner could bear such severe tortures no longer. He bad
~ to seream out loudly. But, coupled to the scream, my enemies
laughed, clapped the hands, and stamped the floor. These
made my screamn inaudible, when, suddenly, the noise ceased,
and only my monotonous shriek was ringing throughont tbe:
class=room. I was very much surprised. Just then, the .
obstacles around-the table were thrown away, and there before
~me stood our schoolmaster--solemn, austere, dignified.
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+How wretched was 1 at .aaf- time, yoi must he able to
divine. Though .the schoolmaster punished the ring-leader.
afterwards, I, nevertheless, had learned a lesson from it, and
never dared to he a spy again. ‘ |
All these were certainly {rying experiences for a child of
nine. I liave forgotten about all that I learned in the elementary
school, but. I can still remember these two events—my beginning
the study of English, and my capture by the upper class-men—
as clearly as if they were actually acted before my eyes. Indeed, -
‘these two events represeni, or at least suggest, some of the
ludicrous ways by which I spent my brief school lifc.

WAL K AR B
A Snow Storm

{ A pictore of my horw-pleasure) By Chao E. Ling

1t was an afternoon towards the end of a winter. - The sky
looked very pale and melancholy, the sharp gust of the ‘wind -
blew upon-men’s faces and almost took their breath away. The -
birds in the trecs chirped with feeble songs as to erave pity
from Heaven. Oh'! how suddenly the storm came! Thé flakes
fell down like great white feathers with a motion of Ianguid
enjoyment and clung caressingly to everything they ' touched,
until all the roofs,l fences, and tfée__s were mantled in them. The
_grand old elms across the way showed the finest tracery, the twigs
of the linden stood out like branching coral, no bush was too
insigh_i_ﬁ_cant to be loaded with as much beauty as it counld bear.
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The air was as still as in & spring noonday and few spnncr noons
could offer a scene more exquisitely beautiful.

All my brothers and sisters eried and jumped with j joy and
looked up with ecstasy to that vast dull sky as the snow was
falling. We, indeed, look much interest in this storm. Some
went away to make tracks in the snow and some piled it in heaps
-and made a snow-castle or a snow-man. Besides, some hid
- theraselves behmd others’ backs and suddenly rushed upon them
. as to cause others to-fall on their nosgs. We, ‘then, burst.into
a great laughter. - When we had got tired, we saw our mother at
the window. She came tocall usin to supper. After the supper,
the big flakes of the storm fell down thicker and faster and the
cold wind blew so hard that it rattled the windows. -The blue-
white snow shone against the window panes just as it was on a
moon-light night. I was very :delighted and anxious to make
another good fun the next day and I told all the day’s joy to my
mother. But she sighed and said to us that we should not be
20 happy about the storm. There are many people who have no
homes and many people who have no elothes. How sad it is to
think about the miserable condition of these peoplé at a cold
winter night. So I.was deeply touched with sortow by the advice
of my mother and gave up all my plan and only wished that
Heaven will take pity upon those” poor persons and will soon

* stop the violence of the storm.
| HEASHREABIE
Y
The Study of Foreign Languages

ByWuChaoChxﬁﬁ%

* Intercourse between. nations like that between individuals
may basten the development and progress of intellectual life,
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As 1o man ean begome; wisq and learned without communicating
with others, $0 no nation cou'd become civilized and ic-owerful"
without intercourse with other nations., But it is very difficult .
for peoples of different countries and of different tongues to.
have mtereourse ‘with egch other.  1f one people does not know
the language of another, ceriainly it can not app_reela.te the
other’s attainments. _Thez_'efore-t}m nation which would endeavor
to improve its own conditions by intercourse with other nations
must_'.‘ﬁrSt undertake the study of the languages of those I;ation‘s._
Wé hear it very often said that the object of studying foreign
languages. is to become translators and diplomatists. But. this
should not be the main object but an attendant one. The main
object of studym ga foreign language should be not only to master
that language but also to get new learning and mew knowledge
‘thereby in 01_'der to promote the welfare of the mother count.ry.
" Thus during the medieval ages many scholars of Ehgland
France and Germany were engaged in studying Latin, and in
modern times the Japanese are warmly devoted to the study of
European languages. "If these peoples only aimed at the lan-
guages theinselwes, and not at the learning and knowledge that
can be derived from the mastery of those Ianguages, they. would
have failed in their attempt to-find the secret of the civilizing
influence of letters: Therefore it will be weil for us to remember
that our aim in- studying foreign languages is to learn such
practical lessons from our neighbours as will help usin eu_r work
of -premeting the welfare of our own people. | ]
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“The Farly Life of General Yoh Fi
H.ilng(‘ht)w Preahyterimi College

Yoh Fi & ﬁ, the great General, was a man of genius,
diligence, bravery and patriotism. = Heswas born in the time of
the Sung sk Dynasty, in the clty of Tang lng ¥ &, a district
in the Province of Honan {5} . :

A dreadful flood took place in his district one year atter his
birth. All hmldmos were destroyed, and all living éreatures
~were swallowed up by the fiood, both people and cattle. Yoh Fi

and his mother were saved, becanse they sat in a large cistern,
when the flood came. They floated hither and thither on the
surface of the water. - _ | '

) When they got to a certain- village they met a kind, rvich
man whose sympathy was stirred upon hearing of their suffering,
and perceiving their pitiful condition. ~ He asked them to his
house, and said that he would offer them clothes und lodgings.

- When Yoh Fi was young lie was very clever, and ‘his head -
beg&_m to be filled very early with brave and sagacious thoughts.

‘He was éonnmonly elected leader; and upon every occasion he
was indeed the Ieader The' f(illoxving. instauce shows his
bra.very ‘

- As we know, Yoh Fi was very poor; so he was obhged to eut
n_ood for their bread. But his wood was always robbed by some

. One day Yoh Fi assembled a nmmber of boys of the same
Job cl«ﬂd said, ‘‘ Brethren, you know by this job we have our
food and clothes, and you'see our wood is constantly being
robbed by those wicked men.”” 'On hearing that, the boys were
fitled with anger and cried out, ‘‘ Strike them.”’ This was no

‘sooner done than there eame two men who tried to rob the boys’
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wood as‘they had done. before.: Suddenly, a g-réat noise rose.
‘! Strike them,” shouted every boy. The wmer made an attempt
to flee but it was too late, All the boys beat them severely and
kicked them, until they apologized and promised they would not
do that ‘again. ‘ L
_ After this, his mother would not allow hnn to (,ut wood as

she was an affectionate and t.houghtful woman.
““ You are ten years old now, You niust be edu(.ated I
w 1sh you to study rather than to do. auything else,” said ghe.,
- And she began to teach him by writing characters on the
surfaceof a plate of sand, by means of a stick. She was very poor,
-and it was impossible for her to buy books, papers, and pens. He
remembered what she taught him, and obeyed what she told
him. After two years he received all the knowledge that his .
mother could give him. He could write very excellent essays and
poetry. When the school-masier, Mr. Chow Don B B, who
had & fair knowledge of both literature and war, saw his w_riti:ug's '
written on the wall, he was surprised and said:
‘‘ This is an extraordinary boy. If he had a good tea,cher
“he would become a great man. I will teach him without any
taition.” By and by he became an adopted son of the school-
master, studied diligently and thoroughly, and acquired a great
‘deal of knowledge by which his success was achieved later.
———-——wa—-——--

A Trlp to Kan Y1n=T0n BE W
" By Ai Wel,
" 8t. Panl’s High School, Ankmg

. Oune day before the _openi,;lg_qf the school we paid a visit io
Kan-Yin-Ton, a distance of -thirty Ij from the city. It isa
temple noted for strange stoney. Beliing the temple in a caye in
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. e
which stand many stones of different sbapes; some are like lions
and monkeys while others resemble dragons. These are due to
the water, descending from above, dropping on the stones and
forming them ‘into different shapes. For this reason, people
- when reachiug Anking, have much pleasure in gomg to the
place _ - : : :
~ At nine o’clock, after breakfast, we s‘tarted our journey.
* After going out of the Northern gate, we came to the road lead-
ing to Gi-Shien-Kwan 4 % B, through which we had to pass
if we went to Kan-Yin-Ton. Many people-—merchants, peasants,
labourers and students—were travelling this way, because 1t is
the main route to the northern part of Anhwei.
- About one and a half hours after our starting, we reached
Gi-Shien-Kuan, on both sides of which are steep hills. A great
plain Jies before it. As soon as we emerged from that place the
Hill of the Great Dragon K BE 1l came to view. Then, we
turned westward and reached the temple by twelve.

The monks living in the temple received us with the utmost
kindness, gu1dmg us to see the strange stones and requesting us
to" take dinner there. We felt much astonished at seeing the

_stones, which are remarkable Just as we were told. Saying fare-

well to the monks after dmner we turned back and reached the
city at five.

EERESRAXR
H ‘ . ‘.; A Lk )

Translation from Chinese into English

REREBRURZ.EB. BB FBAR EF R
RETR.STFRREBEXG AL, FURB TR,
ERTAN THRE RABRZRER W #HFE .



ENGLISH BECTION. 9

. o G

| Euﬁﬁsﬂmzfn ﬂiﬂﬁ‘id&&ﬁamiﬁm

BZUBB. ANZBESERER FHFRRE (B
' Once a tiger got a fox ag he often caught'sdme o;i':her animals
for eating. The fox cried: ““Do not kill me. I am appoinied
to be president among the animals’ by the d1sp051f,10n of
Providence; and you are to disobey the God if you kill me now.
If you are doubtiing, I will go before you and let you follow me
to see if any animal whatever, when secing me, dares not to Tun
_ away from me.”” '

The tiger then believed him and went on with him; and
the other animals wero all afraid and fled away as soon asg they.
~suw the tiger coming. -

Tsin Ming-Ti & ¥ %
FHHREEAEERBEAK R MAR X
3L AL BB K E.B M AR R E RS AR
AR HFRB-BRBEFTRZEUR &
B0 ERXXEBRBHRREZE Hﬂxﬁﬁ\ﬂ E
E.EIJFE&iEﬁiﬁ%Z\ . |
RBH # ABEH= $ﬁ$¢§ﬁﬁ
When Ming-Ti was a little boy, he wag very clever. -Ther_e
‘were many ambassadors always coming from Chang-An (& %)
to the court. His father questioned him about both Chang-An
and the sun, as to which was the nearer. ‘* The former: I bave
only heard of somebody coming from Chang-An, but never

~heard of any one coming from the. sun,” answered he.. His
father was. very much surprised at what he said. One day he.
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~ talked with his officers about it and asked him again.’ * The
‘sun i3 meaver,” he answered.’ Hjs';fathenashd; with an astonish-
ed look, how it was that his words were not the same as before.
He said, “ Whenever I lift up my head, the sun I see, but I
have not seen Chang-An with my eyes.”” So his father won-
dered about him more than before.

| |
 Kite % &

By Chow Ching Licn

B B BLR E AWML EEZRABAR
AEME A BN KEBALR, BREB AR, —K
BRE, BAZ.— RO, BRRE L, RIS BBELS,

RN R R ﬁﬂmﬁﬂxﬁﬁ"‘ﬂi\ ET%Z\%N
BE.

' 0!1(.9, on & warm pleas mt spmng day a crowd of boys

carried with them kites-to the epen field to- fly themn,

i Thee “kites, ‘were of. the forms ‘of birds, ﬁshes, butterﬂleﬁ,
' centlpedes old persons, etc. - : - - '

‘The largest one was. abput six or,seven ;Eeet in helo'ht W 1th
two wide stretched wings a,nd,a bon at its top. .

No sooner had the boy,” ‘who book the kite .“ ith its tail '1:0
2 more elevated place ‘set ‘the kite's off than another boy raised .
the kite-string whieh he was holding.

Off went the kite fying straight up into the alr w 1t.11 a,
hummmg sound frem its bow. o

‘When night came along, a dozen of red avd W hlte lanterns
were alternately hung to: the string.

. They were looked at fram below like br:ght ctars :
EWEﬁﬁﬂ’P&ﬁuﬁiﬁéﬁﬂﬁﬁ
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