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PREFACE

Le peuple chinois représente une grande nation en Asie Orientale,
Malgré I'uniformité durable de sa civilisation entiére, ce peuple ne se
compose pourtant pas d’une seule race.  En Chine proprement dite, il
y a des races aiffrentes dont la plus puissante est le peuple Han c;ui
constitue la base de la nation chinoise. Les Hakkas (Immigrants),
dont le sujet est traité en détail dens ce livre, forment une branche
principale des Han. 1ls se nomment ainsi (Hakkas signifient Immigr-
ants), parce qu’ils sont venus des provinces du Nord et se sont éta?lis,
depuis une dizaine de siécles, dans les régions de Kouang-tong, Kiaﬁg-si,

et d’autres provinces du Sud. IIs constituent une branche la plus pure

du peuple Han.

Mr. Hsiang-lin Lo vient de composer ce livre intitulé: ‘,An Intro-

duction to the Study of the Hakkas, in its Ethnic, Historical, and _

Cultural Aspects.” Ce petit volume, écrit en Chinois moderne, est
un travail consciencieux qui saurait nous aider 4 mieux cpmprendre
Iorigine, le développement et la vie actuelle des Hakkalé,ﬁgi ‘nous
donner ainsi un intérét particulier 4 I'étude de ce peuple. J’ai"”bon

espoir que ce manuel aura un accueil enthousiaste aux milieux savants

d’6tudes ethniques chinoises.

KANG WOO

Canton, Université Sun Yatsen

Le 20 novembre 1933.
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FOREWORD

The Hakkas, or the migratory tribe of Chinese from Central China
to the South, give us a highly unique migratory history and a study of-
immense interest in the light of adaptation and survival, Writing on
the character of these people, Professor Ellsworth Huntington of Yale
University has given us a summary account in his “The Character of
Races” (pp. 158—204), and goes as far as comparing them to the Puri-
tans, who went from England to America.

The rise of the modern Hakkas, after settling down in the South,
dates back as far as the Tai-ping Northern Campaign in 1850—Ilater
called the Taiping Rebellion, which was subdued in 1864, ' Since then’
this hardy, aggressive tribe of Southern China has been the sub]ect ‘of
attention to a number of scholars, until today the world’s mcreasmg
interests in this particular section of Chinese, who inhabit in %13 south-
ern parts of China, have been noticeably widened after the uccessful
Cantonese Northern Expedition which unified the country in 1928 and
the most recent military valor which the Nineteenth Route Army dis-

played in the defence against the Japanese invasion of ' Shanghal
in 1932. L

The Hakkas originally inhabited in the central part of China now
known as Honan, and some parts of Shansi and Anhwei. They were
compelled to move southward during the period of the southward in-
vasions of the Huns in the Fourth Century, so they drifted southward,
following the Yu and Hwai Rivers and crossing the Yangtse, first to the
parts now known as the provinces of Anhwei and Kiangsi, then later -
further south to the parts now known as Fukien, Kuangtung,wand
Kuangsi. During the last sixteen centuries the Hakkas have gone

e 1 —




thro“‘%gh five migratory periods The First Period, 311 A.D.—873 A.D,
to Anhwel and Kiangsi. The Second Period, 874—1275, they again
;ym%ed along the Kan River, Kiangsi, southward to the southern part of
Kiangsi and Fukien. The Third Period, 12761681, they agaim
ii‘loved from the southern parts of Kiangsi and Fukien to the various
parts of Kuangtung. The Fourth Period, 1682—1866, again the Hak-
kas migrated to the other parts of South China, mainly to the south-
western and middle parts of Kuangtung and partly to Szechuen, and
Formusa. The Fifth Period, since 1867 again they moved to other
prﬁ' s of Kuangtung, the Hai-nan Island, and Kuangsi.

%The population of Hakkas today is roughly 16,548,000, which is
3.7p percent of the total population of China. Owing to the difficulty
of ‘curing statistics and the vastness of territory which the Hakkas
cover the figure is inevitably rough However, basing on the figures
of H.C [V oodhead, Ta Chen, and the recent Provincial Population
Report 0"‘1# uangtung, sufficient basis for estimation has been found to
prove t%t the number of Hakkas today has already attained consider-

able proiw;:;;ion.

T@ geographical distribution of Hakkas at present covers most of
the province of Kuangtung, many districts of Kuangsi, Fukien, Kiangsi,
Hunan, and Szechuen, and they also occupy an important proportion in

t[}g'population of Formusa.

5, If environment and climate have something to do in the shaping
of the character of the people, we shall find that Hakkas live in the
mountainous and hilly parts of South China, which belong to the tem-
pemfze and sub-tropical zones. The kind of environment in which they

live is ggo‘rt*hy of our careful observation. The mountainous but fertile
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aid communicable parts of South China help greatly in giving their i -

habitants the kind of qualities which pave the way for their survival,
their expanston and prominence. Besides, these mountainous parf’s :
have navigable rivers which flow southward, emptying into the China
Sea, giving the inhabitants convenient access to seaports, ever-ready
avenues for moving outward, and also ample chance for going abroad‘:‘
The valleys of these mountainous regions are fertile; they yield rich
rewards in return for the toil and industry of the people. In short, the
environment in which the Hakkas now inhabit makes them the kind of
hardy, industrious, aggressive farming population which is becoming the

foundation stone of the Chinese society as well as the Chinese nation.

Not only are they prominent in politics, military, and enterprise;
the Hakkas, like the Puritans, are gifted in literature. Among the
celebrated poets and well-known men of letters we may easily name
Wei Hsi (i), Sung Siang (sk#q), I Ping Shou (grsR4g), Huang 'I‘gun :
Hsien (338%), Chiu Hung Cha (F#EHI), covvevrerernenernennnnn. » etc., who
belong to the Tsing Dynasty. Those who are prominent in the ‘contem-
porary China are filling the list of the Who’s Who, promonent either as
scholars, men of letters, novelists, artists, statesinen, or generals. They
are vitally important in building and shaping the Modeirn Chinas .

The study of this particular section of Chinese in its various éépects
has seen four periods, viz., 1850-1904, particularly denoted by the Tai-
ping Rebellion; 1905-1919, chiefly known for its scholarly debates con-
cerning the origin and character of the people; 1920-1929, especially
noted for the interests in the study of the Hakkas which was provoked
by the careless « World Geography ” of R. D. Wolcott; and lastly, since
1930 the period was most noted for the military valor of the Nineteenth
Route Army at Shanghai. However obscure the Hikkas may be before
the middle of the Nineteenth Century one thing is now fairly clear that




“‘3;?;“;" kS ,ﬁ}&
! e

Hakkas are expanding and coming up rapidly to the lamp-light of the
world. Today when we examine the roll-call of the important political
and military leaders of the country we shall find that a great number of

them are Hakkas. Their military, governmental, and enterprising
ability is fast attracting the notice of the world. How they adapt them-
selves to the kind of environment they live, how they survive and then

prosper, more and more will be known to the world as time goes on.

In studying the Hakkas many handicaps have been felt by former
scholars. A great deal of time was lost owing to their crude methods
and unsystematic researches. To meet these handicaps the writer had
taken immense pain in equipping himself with most of the methods of
research while he was matriculating in Tsing Hua University, Peiping.
It is hoped that the present work, which is conducted with the help of
Phonetics, Physical Measurement, Statistics, and extensive travels, may

throw some lights in the study of the Hakkas,

i QOctober, 1933
National Sun Yatsen . University The Author
Canton
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