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About UNESCO

● United Nations Educational, 
Scientific and Cultural 
Organization

● Aims to create peace in the 
minds of men and women

● Five main Sectors: 
Education, Culture, Science, 
Social and Human Sciences 
and Communication and 
Information

● Working towards achieving 
the Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs)

Celina Recalde CC BY SA 4.0
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About UNESCO publications

● Publications are written by expert researchers on topics related to UNESCO’s work

● The Education Sector is UNESCO’s biggest publisher

● Since 2013, UNESCO published over 1500 publications under the CC BY-SA license

● Latest UNESCO publications are available on paper and on unesco.org and 
unesdoc.unesco.org  
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• Education systems reform 

• Literacy 

• Skills for work and life 

• Higher education

• Teachers 

• Digital learning 

• Early childhood development 

• Emergencies and conflicts 

• Inclusive education 

• Education of women and girls 

• Education for sustainable development

• Global Citizenship Education 

• Holocaust remembrance 

• Education for health and well-being 

• School violence and bullying 

Education themes
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UNESCO and Wikimedia 
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Example 1: Promoting Wiki loves contests

Wiki Loves Monuments Wiki Loves Earth

Promoted to over 10 million followers

Wiki Loves Africa
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Example 2: Exhibition on open license images from Wikimedia

UNESCO, 
Paris

United Nations, 
Geneva

Puente Bizkaia, 
Getxo,
Spain

Spånga Town Hall, 
Stockholm,

Sweden



UNESCO EDUCATION SECTOR 8

Example 3: Gender gap editathon at UNESCO

Wiki4Women
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Find more information: Wikiproject United Nations
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An overview of Wikimedia for UN agencies
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UNESCO sharing knowledge on Wikipedia: What and why

UNESCO holds a great amount of knowledge which isn’t on Wikipedia, but...

1. Wikipedia takes a long time to learn, retention rates are very low for new editors

2. UNESCO staff has not enough time to write articles from scratch

Opportunity: publications are under CC BY-SA
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The process

CC text Instructions Wikipedia
article

Metrics
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Education project

UNESCO Education Sector Wikipedia project
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Process 

Step 1: Select the text 
from a UNESCO 

publication

Step 2: Follow the 
instructions

Step 3: Add the text to 
Wikipedia

Step 4: attribute the text 
including a link to the 

publication
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A total of 44 ED publications were reviewed 
(most recent OA publications from 2014-2017)

Education sector publications
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Organising content
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Sharing images from publications
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40 articles created

25 graphs extracted

121 improvements made to 79 articles

101 articles interlinked

Education Sector: Project outcomes
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Articles Page view total

Created articles More than 10 000

Enhanced articles 1,600,000

Average pageviews in a month
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Results from across UNESCO

Working with all 5 UNESCO sectors to 
share knowledge on Wikipedia

263 articles using UNESCO text

4.4 million page views per month

A working process for English, French and 
Spanish Wikipedia, usable by everyone
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UNESCO sharing knowledge on Wikipedia: Benefits for both sides

Benefits for partner organizations

Share their knowledge more widely
Page view metrics

The content spreads by itself
New audiences

Translations

Benefits for Wikimedia

More articles
Better quality articles

More experts writing Wikipedia 
A new reason for organisations to 

publish under open license
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Within UNESCO

Publications are sometimes not written in 
the Wikipedia voice

Time consuming to add the text (but 
much quicker than writing again from 

scratch)

Images are hard to extract from 
publication

 Wikipedia community

Building awareness of project

Existing Wikimedia contributors taking 
part in the project

Time to adjust copyright violation 
processes on English Wikipedia

Time to negotiate and explain with 
Wikipedia contributors 

Challenges faced
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How you can work with us

1. Expand to other languages, we have the 
process working in Spanish and French

2. Add text into articles (look at Wikiproject 
United Nations)

3. Integrate this process into your project

What we can offer

● Work with you to understand this process
● We can provide you with lists of 

publications
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John Cummings 
j.cummings@unesco.org

Celina Recalde 
cm.recalde@unesco.org 

Contact us

mailto:j.cummings@unesco.org
mailto:cm.recalde@unesco.org
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How can experts share their knowledge on Wikipedia more easily?

Using open license text to collaborate, a case study from UNESCO

Mapping missing Biosphere Wikipedia articles
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How can experts share their knowledge on Wikipedia more easily?

Using open license text to collaborate, a case study from UNESCO

Creating new MAB Wikipedia articles using OA descriptions of sites
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7200 pages 

11 languages 

Written over 35 years by 230 historians 
from Africa and other parts of the world.

CC BY-SA



UNESCO EDUCATION SECTOR 29

How can experts share their knowledge on Wikipedia more easily?

Using open license text to collaborate, a case study from UNESCO

UNESCO images on Wikimedia

UNESCO has shared around 3000 images on Wikimedia.

Wikipedia articles using the images have been viewed over 15.6 million times and 
are being used on over 50 different language Wikipedias.
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How can experts share their knowledge on Wikipedia more easily?

Using open license text to collaborate, a case study from UNESCO

Wikipedia license

Share — copy and redistribute the material in any medium or format 

Adapt — remix, transform, and build upon the material for any purpose, even 
commercially.
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How can experts share their knowledge on Wikipedia more easily?

Using open license text to collaborate, a case study from UNESCO

Wikipedia is an online encyclopedia written by volunteers

“Imagine a world in which every single person on the planet is given free access to the 
sum of all human knowledge. That's what we're doing.”

Jimmy Wales, cofounder of Wikipedia
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How can experts share their knowledge on Wikipedia more easily?

Using open license text to collaborate, a case study from UNESCO

Visualisations

Concept map with a selection of World             Bubble Chart of MAB biospheres per country
Heritage Sites

http://bit.ly/2tBv9xA
http://tinyurl.com/yazb9jdf
http://bit.ly/2tBv9xA
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How can experts share their knowledge on Wikipedia more easily?

Using open license text to collaborate, a case study from UNESCO

What Wikidata is

Like Wikipedia but for structured data...
A free and open knowledge base that can be read and edited by both humans 
and machines.
acts as central storage for the structured data of its Wikimedia sister projects 
such as Wikipedia and Wikisource
provides support to many other sites and services beyond just Wikimedia 
projects!
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How can experts share their knowledge on Wikipedia more easily?

Using open license text to collaborate, a case study from UNESCO

Process for adding data
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How can experts share their knowledge on Wikipedia more easily?

Using open license text to collaborate, a case study from UNESCO

Promoting Open Access

UNESCO promoted existing Open Access photography competitions through social 
media

• Wiki Loves Monuments
• Wiki Loves Earth (running a competition for Biosphere Reserves)
• Wiki Loves Africa
• These competitions created over 400,000 Open Access images in 2016
• Open Access cultural heritage photo exhibition
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How can experts share their knowledge on Wikipedia more easily?

Using open license text to collaborate, a case study from UNESCO

Open Access Data: Wikidata 

A sister site to Wikipedia
Like Wikipedia but for structured data
Data from Wikidata can be reused by everyone
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How can experts share their knowledge on Wikipedia more easily?

Using open license text to collaborate, a case study from UNESCO
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How can experts share their knowledge on Wikipedia more easily?

Using open license text to collaborate, a case study from UNESCO

Benefits for UNESCO of sharing data on Wikidata

• Ensure most up to date and complete information about UNESCO programmes 
is on Wikidata, Wikipedia and other sites

• Link UNESCO data to other datasets and resources
• Make UNESCO data more visible and more understandable
• Understand coverage of UNESCO topics on Wikipedia
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How can experts share their knowledge on Wikipedia more easily?

Using open license text to collaborate, a case study from UNESCO

UNESCO data added to Wikidata
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How can experts share their knowledge on Wikipedia more easily?

Using open license text to collaborate, a case study from UNESCO

Link UNESCO data to other datasets
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How can experts share their knowledge on Wikipedia more easily?

Using open license text to collaborate, a case study from UNESCO

Link UNESCO data to other datasets
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How can experts share their knowledge on Wikipedia more easily?

Using open license text to collaborate, a case study from UNESCO

Linking knowledge together
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How can experts share their knowledge on Wikipedia more easily?

Using open license text to collaborate, a case study from UNESCO

Linking to Open Access images on Wikimedia
Map of Biosphere Reserves linked to Open Access images on Wikimedia
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How can experts share their knowledge on Wikipedia more easily?

Using open license text to collaborate, a case study from UNESCO

Make UNESCO data more visible and understandable
UNESCO data is included on Wikipedia
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How can experts share their knowledge on Wikipedia more easily?

Using open license text to collaborate, a case study from UNESCO

Google search (including natural language)
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How can experts share their knowledge on Wikipedia more easily?

Using open license text to collaborate, a case study from UNESCO

Monumental: Open Access built heritage explorer
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How can experts share their knowledge on Wikipedia more easily?

Using open license text to collaborate, a case study from UNESCO

Histropedia

Timeline of World Heritage Sites, colour coded by country

http://tinyurl.com/y9gzb6le
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How to reuse images from Wikimedia Commons
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How can experts share their knowledge on Wikipedia more easily?

Using open license text to collaborate, a case study from UNESCO

Open Access text

Work with staff from UNESCO and Wikipedia volunteers to copy UNESCO OA text 
into Wikipedia
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How can experts share their knowledge on Wikipedia more easily?

Using open license text to collaborate, a case study from UNESCO

Understand coverage of UNESCO topics on Wikipedia
Missing Wikipedia articles for Memory of the World


