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How to create an article
1. Go to Wikipedia
2. Find an article that doesn’t 

exist
3. Add some content
4. Hit “save”



How to create an article

Done!
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User space draft

1. User:EpochFail/Article that doesn’t exist

2. iterate, make mistakes and fix them

3. Move to Main when you’re ready

Cool!  Right?
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Articles for Creation

Jimmy's had me disable creation of new pages by 
anonymous users on en.wikipedia as an experiment. Any 
logged-in user can still create articles, and any anon can still create 
talk pages. Anons can still edit existing pages, but to create a new 
article page will require first logging in.

This is one in a series of experiments on cutting vandalism 
without cutting too much into the ability of people to get 
things done; with a hojillion articles already, creating new ones is 
less of a priority than it was two or three years ago, while tuning up 
existing articles is quite important.

Brion -- December, 2005
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Articles for Creation

The easiest way to create a new article is to create an 
account then log in - no personal information is 
necessary.

If you prefer not to create an account, you can post requests 
for article creation here.

January, 2006
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Workflow examined

Main space           Draft space              AfC  
English

German

Portuguese

Spanish

Italian

French

Russian

Japanese

Polish

English only

Chinese
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Questions

● Who’s creating all the articles?

● Whose articles survive?

● What effect does the workflow have?
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Who is creating all the articles?

● 55-85% Experienced Wikipedians
● 5-15% Newcomers
● 10-20% Anons*

* non-enwiki
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Whose articles survive?

Wat
RFC Comments:

Sticking your finger into an electric shredder is not a 
sensible experiment, we know exactly what the result 
will be and confirming the prediction will be painful. [...] 
Tim Vickers

And you think the deletion backlogs are bad now? Just 
wait until IP creation is open. It's like opening big can of 
worms. Miranda

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/User:TimVickers
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/User:TimVickers
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/User:Miranda
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Whose articles survive?

● More experience → More survival
● Anons > Newest newcomers
● Japanese editors

Caveats & complaints → Discussion
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German Wikipedia

What effect does the workflow have?
User draft

Direct to Main

Drafts reserved for articles that might not 
make it?   *shrugs*
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What effect does the workflow have?

● Drafts → Survival*
○ Especially for newcomers
○ German is weird (???)

● AfC trades productivity for quality
○ Higher survival than user drafts (~95%)
○ Massive backlog slows production (~50% loss)
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Anons are better than we thought

● Revisit anon article creation?
● Draft namespace

○ Anons can create articles
○ Only registered* can publish

● Better understanding of anons
○ Why don’t they register?

* and autoconfirmed



Trade productivity for quality





1. Boldly do what you think is right

2. If someone disagrees, they will revert

3. Have a discussion about what to do
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Trade productivity for quality

● Insight of WP:BRD
○ Most people will do the right thing if you let them

● Workflow designers/developers
○ Beware the backlog



Thanks

SCIENCE

SCIENCE

SCIENCE
SCIENCE

SCIENCE
SCIENCE SCIENCE

Wikipedia article creation

Full report: https://meta.wikimedia.org/wiki/Research:
Wikipedia_article_creation

Aaron Halfaker
ahalfaker@wikimedia.org

“halfak” on IRC

https://meta.wikimedia.org/wiki/Research:Wikipedia_article_creation
https://meta.wikimedia.org/wiki/Research:Wikipedia_article_creation
https://meta.wikimedia.org/wiki/Research:Wikipedia_article_creation
mailto:ahalfaker@wikimedia.org
mailto:ahalfaker@wikimedia.org


You went too far.
GO BACK!



NO!



STAHP


