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Kirtilata
 CHAPTER |

“Father let me have that lotus-stalk from the

celestial stream.”

“O son, it is not a lotus-stalk but a big snake.”

Hearing this, Gane$a began to cry and Sambhu
to smile, Let the interest evinced by Parvati in this
little incident protect you.

I bow to the lotusfeet of Sambhu who dispels
the darkness of ignoraﬁce by his three eyes, representing.
the moon, the sun and fire. o

May Bhirat! protect you. Bharatt who is the
source of the knowledge of all things, who dances on
the stage like human tongue, who is the flame of the
fire of true knowledge, who is the resting place of
humorous sayings, who is like the celestial stream
in which the nine rasas play like ripples and who is the
honourable companion of fame, which lasts to the
end of the world, ' B

In the Kali era poems are to be found in every house-
hold, hearers of poetry are to be found in every hamlet,
critics are to be found in every country, But patrons
are difficult to have, ' o
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The king Kirtti Simha is a good lover of poetry,
a good critic and a good patron. Let Vidyapati write a
good poem about him who is a poet too.

( SANSKRIT ENDS AND THE VERNACULAR BEGINS )

[ Doka ]

The three worlds are a field. How can the creeper
of fame spread over it unless a scaifolding is raised with
literary works for its posts. A poem, whatever its merit,
is good to me when it has an established reputation.
The wicked will find fault with it in a spirit of levity
but the good will appreciate everything, The sood man
will appreciate my poem and the wicked will cry it
down. The snake, forscoth, will vomit poi-on and the
moon will pour nectar. The good think in the inner
recesses of their mind and make friends of all, but if a
wicked man points out real defects, he is not an enemy.

Ridicule aimed at the young moon and the language
of Vidyapati cannot touch them, because one adorns
the head of Hara, the supreme god, and the other
charms the mind of all who appreciate poetry. How am
- I to remonstrate, how am [ to make the beauties

known, how am I to infuse the apprecxatlon of poetry
into minds impervioys to it. If rny language is delight- ‘
ful, he who.apgreciates will praise it. The bee smells
honey that is in the flower and the critic under-
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stands the art of poetry. The good are for doing goo:d
to others but the wicked are always dirty in thewr
heart. Learned men think of Sanskrit, nobody appre-
ciates the beauties of the Prakrit ; the vernaculars are
sweet to all, the Apabhramsa is equally appreciated.
The female bee asks her mate : “O bhraga, tell me
who 1s the best in this world ? Who is the embodiment
of heroism and who regards honour as dearer than life ?
If any hero has been born, O dear, tell me his name.
If you speak of him with fervour and in plain terms,
]I am here anxious to hear. If there is any one
who loves fight with wvaliant opponents for fame,
whose heart is bent on virtue, who never speaks in a
supplicating mood even in danger and difficulty, who
is naturally cheerful, whose wealth is shared by
good people, who forget his charities as one forgets
one’s eaenies, he is really a hero. These are his
characteristic attributes. He deserves all praise’.
Bhriiga says : “If a man has manly qualities he is to
be called a man. A man should not be so called by the
mere fact of his birth. The cloud is called “the giver of
water” because he really showers water. A huge quan-
tity of smoke will not be called a cloud or a giver of
water. He is a man who has a sense of honour, he is a
man who can acquire property. The others have the
form of a man but they are really tailless beasts. That
is the story of a man of which the rehearsal produces

merits, gives happiness, good food, pleasant gossip and
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makes the meritorious hearer go to the gods in heaven.
Vali rdja was ‘a man whose history people are eager
to hear. Rama was a man because he killed Ravana
by the strength of his arms. Bhagiratha was a man
because he emancipated the whole of his race. Parasu-
rima was a man because he destroyed the ksatriya race.
If you are to praise a man, praise Rajaguru Kirtti
Simha, son of Rdji GaneSa, because he avenged the
death of his father by crushing his enemy in a battle”.

Bhriigi says : “The story of the Raja will be delight-
ful to hear, dear, do not keep it a secret. Of what
dynasty was he a king and who is Kirtti Stinha [

Bhriiga says : “He belonged to the Oini family who
studied the abstruse philosophy and the Vedas, who
combated poverty by three kinds of gifts, who under-
stood the great Brahma and the supreme God, who
with their wealth amassed fame and fought battles by the
strength of their arms. The family is well-known in the
world. Who has not served it ? You will not get in one
place two things, namely,, work of a ruler and that of a
brihmana. These have surpassed by their gifts Vali
and Karna of old, they never became dependent on
others, they never sent away suitors from their door,
they never liked anything but truth. Many have
passed their lives by serving them. ‘Tell me by what
means can I speak of the greatness of this family.
In this family was born a Raja like Kiame$vara of
ready wit”.
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[ Chappays |

His son was Bhogiéa Raya, like Indra in his enjoy-
ments of the good things of the world. His splendour
was like that of fire wher” offerings are poured into it,
yet he was as beautiful as the god with flowery
‘arrows. He was known for the grant of his lands
as the fifth (of the celebrated munificert men in India).
The Emperor Firoj Shah honoured him by the
epithet of “my dear friend.” He attracted to himself
all classes of men by his prowess, by his gifts and
by the qualities of his head and heart, and he spread
all over the world his fame, as spotless as the Kunda
flower.

[ Doha ]

His son was Ganesa or Ganevara. He was trained
in politics and in judicial work. He sent to the ten quar-
ters the story of the flower of his fame. He was great
in gifts and always pleased his suitors. He was great
in honour because he always destroyed the greatness of
his enemies. He was great in magnanimity in which he
" left Indra far behind. He was great in fame because he
governed the whole earth. He was great in beauty
~ for even the greatfive-arrowed God may be equal to him
in appearance. Ganesvara, the famous son %f Bhogisvara,

was the guru of the world.
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[ Gadya ]

Of his sons, the Yuvarajas, the purest was Maharaja-
dhiraja Vira Simha Deva who had innumerable good
qualities of head and heart. Like Parasurama he ful-
filled every word of his vow, He was the auspicious home
of poetry and in poetry he was Kalidasa himself.
When powerful enemies with large armies of fighters
made the battle-field a confused mass of men, he became
irresistible for his valour and in thz expertness in
archery he was an incarnation of Arjuna. He was a
votary of Mahdadeva and he was very particular in the
discharge of his duties as a king. ,

His brother younger but greater in character was
Raja Kirtti Simha. Let him live long, govern the world
and uphold Dharma. With him can be compared only
one man, Vikramaditya, of immense powers. By his
valour he pleased the Emperor and crushed the pride of
wicked people, and by avenging the death of his father
he satisfied the ambition of the Shah. When his army
met the powerful army of his enemy, the dust raised by
the hoofs of the horses on both sides was spread in
the atmosphere by their confused encounter and by the
stamping of their feet ; therefore the day became like night
with thickness of darkness. He caught the goddess of
“Victory by her hand like a woman going to her lover in
the darkness of midnight. He uplifted the raj which
was sinking deep. He knew the eflects of the three
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powers, that of prestige, that of munificence and that of
knowledge. Prosperity was leaving him in anger and he
brought her back. Doing all this, he saved the pride of
his family and spread on all sides his fame as white as
the foam of the sea of war with heaving waves of
water,

| Sanskrt ]

The lady of tame of Raja Kirtti Simha may surpass
the digit of the moon, because the digit of the
moon plays on the head of Mahadeva and fame plays
on the heads of the R3ja. The digit has the white ashes
on the body of Siva as her ornaments while fame
brought in her train immense wealth which adorned
all sides,

Here ends the first branch of the creeper of fame
by Vidyéapati.



-~ CHAPTER II

- Bhrigi: “How did the enmify arise 7 How did
Kirtti Simha suppress it ? O dear, tell me the auspicious
story. I will hear it with delight.®

Bhroga: “When 252 was written of the era of
Laksmana Sena, in the month of Caitra, in the fifth
day of the moon, in the first fortnight, the avaricious
Asalana was defeated by the prowess and skill of Ganes-
vara. But sitting by his side Asalana killed the confid-
ing Raja: On the assassination of the Raja there was
cry for war and the world was filled with lamentations.
The left eye of the ladies of the celestial capital began to
- throb. The Thiakuras or feudal chiefs became cheats.
Thieves occupied wealthy mansions, Slaves oppressed
their lords. Dharma sank into doubt and difficulty. The
wicked began to lord it over the good. There was no
one to judge properly. Good and bad castes began to
intermarry and the low began to beat the high.
There were no literary men, and good men became
beggars and began to roam in quest of alms to various
houses. When Ridja GaneSa went to heaven all
that was good in Tirhut disappeared.”

After killing the Raja, when his anger subsided,
Asalana was very much ashamed in his mind and he
considered that he did wrong. He thought of right
and wrong, and began to shake his head. For the
atonement of this sin he did not find any other



(9 )

merit but that of returning the Raj, and honouring
Kirtti Simha. '

But the lion-hearted and honourable Kirtti Simha
ready to avenge the wrong did not accept the Raj
offered by the enemy. The mother pleaded, the
elders pleaded. The ministers and friends gave him
advice : “You should not do this at all. Who is there
that resolves upon taking revenge throwing away the
proffered kingdom. For his own benefit Rija Ganesa
has gone to the celestial city in the company of
Indra. You better make a friend of your enemy
and enjoy the Raj of Tirhut.” '

At that time, when mother, friends and the public
were urging this way, the lion of vengeance sleeping
in the cave of his heart awoke and in anger I{irtti
Simha began to speak :

“O "my men, your sorrow is unmeaning. You have
so soon forgotten your lord. You are experts in
tortuous policy. Hear what I have to say. Mother
says that her mind is unsettled and the minister
speaks of royal policy. I love but one thing—the con-
duct .of a hero. Meals without honour, rij offered
by an enemy, and life as a dependant all three
lower presticgee. He who is not sorry when
insulted, he who does not know the secrets of the
sword of giving, he who does not think that doing good
to others is meritorious is blessed indeedd He has no

heart and he lives a blessed life.
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It is impossible to say anything for certain, but my
firm resolve is that I shall take the citadel of my enemy
by storm. I have an elder brother, he is my guru and
he has a clever minister. 1 take my vengeance on the
assassins of my father but will not accept the kingdom
given to me. I will fight bravely in war but will
not seek emancipation as a dependant. [ will destroy
poverty by munificence, but will never say ‘no’. I
will show cleverness in marching against my enemy but
will never display my attachment to the low and the
wicked. I will keep the pride of the race, but as long
as 1 live, I will never have any intercourse with them.
Let my f{riends remain or go, even let my raj remain
or go. Virasimha ! this, I tell you, is my firm resolve.”

They agreed, they united, the two brothers came
together, the two men clever in everything noble.
People thought they were Krspa and Balarama or
Rama and Laksmana. Such is the injustice of Provi-
dence that the two royal brothers went on foot. Who
is there that did not shed tears at the sight. They
left behind them their dependants and other members
of the family. They gave up the enjoyments of the
rdj, separated themselves from their tenants and left
their horses behind. They touched the feet of their
mother. They gave up the love for motherland, they
left the wealthy men in their rij, they left young
wives, they" left much wealth behind. They proceeded
to the emperor, the two sons of Rajd Ganesa.
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| Boli ]

- The two princes are going on foot. Say Hari !
Har1! O men. They left behind many roads and fields.
In some places they did not get a place to live in, Wher-
ever they went, in whichever village, they obtained
royal reception without spending a cowrt. In some
places people trembled at their sight, in other places
they came crowding to see them., In some places
people gave them money to keep by. Entering some
hahitations they got litters, in others, they waited
for servants. In some, they got loans, in others they got
frec labour to carry their luggage. Some carried them
across a river, Some showed them the straight road.
‘Some entertained them hospitably with great modes-
ty. In this way in many days they came to the
end of their journey. Prosperity depends on enter-
prise and success on boldness. Wherever a-clever
man goes he gets what he wants,

They found at that time a city named Jaunpore,
delightful to the eye and the resting place of prosperity.

[ Chandah ]

They saw the city washed by a river on allsides serv-
ing like a waist-band to it. There are stone pavements,
water-ways through walls in which water is poured from
above. There are gardens with young leaves, flowers,
and fruits, beautiful with mangoe and campaka. There
were vakavaras, culverts, embankments, ponds and tanks
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and small houses. There are roads and lanes of various
sorts in which one is at first bewildered and then be-
comes clever enough to unravel their mazes. There
are flights of steps, gates, springs and windows
in different places. There are thousarids of temples
of Siva white-washed with lime and decorated with
golden water-pots at their tops. Women with the
gait of an elephant in rut and with eyes like the
petals of land lotuses were looking askance at the
foreign merchants at the crossings. The merchants are
selling camphor, saffron, scents, chowries, black colly-
rium and clothes on good profit and fools are purchas-
ing them at that price, every one is spending his time
in honouring guests, in making gifts, in marriages, in
testivals, in songs, in dramatic performances, in reciting
pcems, in doing hospitality to guests, in showing modes-
ty, in deliberation and in fun. Troops of mercharnts are
roving in the streets, sporting, laughing and seeing sights.
Elephants and big horses are crowding in one place
and separating, and passing through streets and lanes.
Then again, passing with the sound “Thab Thab” in
that city, roaming in hundreds of fairs and roads, play-
ing in suburbs and crossings, they saw gates, wvakahats
- projections of roofs, rows of shops, palaces, water spouts,
pressing mills, and ghals. What am I to say about
the various dispositions of buildings and masonry
works ? Itceems as if itis a second incarnation of
the celestial city. They first entered into a Aat.



There was a tremendous noise proceeding from the
works of eight-metals, from the spreading of bell-metal
articles, from the sound of “kreyn” from bell-metal
works, from the happy conversations in the Zat of
paddy, /Zat of gold, 4at of betel, 2at of cooked food, and
from fish-market in which Zats and markets are to be
found enough articles for consumption by the entire
body of citizens. But the noise there, proceeding {rom
different quarters, is but of no consequence when
compared with the tumultuous noise of the whole city
which may be compared with the rolling of the sea
in deep whirls as if encroaching upon the beach. The
air is full of the noise.

At noon the crowd was immense. It appeared
as if articles of the whole earth had come to be
sold. Men’s heads were pressed one against the other.
Their limbs pressed. One man’s castemark (/z/ak) on
the forechead was placed on another's. Women's
bracelets broke in the press of strangers flocking
together. The holy thread of a brahmana was seen
hanging on the chest of a Candala. The breasts of pub-
lic women pressed hard on the chests of yogis with
braided hair. Crowds of elephants were moving, many
poor fellows were crushed under their feet. The noise
was like that of a series of whirlpools, This is not
a city but an ocean of men of all sorts come to
ransack the /Zat of merchants. Everything is sold
‘n a moment and everybody gets something to
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purchase. Public women foremost in beauty, youth
and accomplishments, spreading their charms on all
sides, were sitting like fixtures in the rows of brothels
in hundreds and talking to their female companions.
Every one, on some pretext or other, would like
to have a talk with them. Those who have opportu-
nities of a #éte-d-téte sell their soul to them without
reserve., They sell their pleasure for a glance and
their only profit is pain, Every one of these women
has eyes like lotuses and she looks ac<kance. She
likes enjoyments by stealth ahd shows as if she is
afraid of some one else. Many Brahmans, many
Kayasthas and many Rajputs of various denominations,
in fact, various castes live there in wealthy mansions.
All are good men, all are wealthy, and the governor of
this city is above them all. Look at their faces and it
would appear as if the moon is ris<irg 1n every house.
One /4at they leave behind and enter into
another. Walking near the high way, the royal
brothers found many public women living. Visva.
karm# had great difficulty in mouiding their beautiful
frames. What shall I say of another speciality. The
ranges of smoke produced in scenting their hair go
even above the Pole Star. Some suspect that the
spots in the moon are formed by the black colly-
rium of their eyes. Their modesty is artificial, their
youth is not genuine, they show love for money, they
show meekness to satisfy their greed, and display
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lusttulness  pretending  to  charm  their husbands.
They have no husbands yet they wear the vermilion-
mark to show that they have them. They wish in
the heart of their hearts to take a good man and when
such a good man presents himself they accept him
as a paramour with all honour. The clever and
treacherous Cupid lives in these brothels.

The public women were found decorating their
persons, marking their faces with -dots of variegated
colours and with leaves in paint, donning rich clothes,
dressing their hair,  spreading and combing i,
sending female friends on their errands, looking at men
with a smile playing on their lips. They were
extremely clever, very modest, and tender, spare
in shape, some old, some young, all barren,
astute and fond of cracking jokes. When people
see these beautiful ladies they think of neglecting
the other three for them (Dharma, Artha and Moksa
for Kima). In their head of hairs are flowers, as if
darkness is laughing at the moonshine of the faces
of honourable men hanging down for shame. Their
brows break at the corner of their eyes as if the small
fish are playing in the whirlpools of black streams,
A very thin mark of vermillion shows that they are
chaste and not sinful but that they have just
come under the influence of Cupid. Some gallants
brought a spotless bzauty with thin waist by winning
a gambling match, But that this waist is breaking
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with the weight of the breasts and it (waist) is casting its
eyes in such a way as to call the three worlds to help
it in upholding the weight. The ornaments.given by the
king are ringing charmingly, some entertain h0pes*to
get the breeze of the end of their clothes. Excepting
cowherds and stupid villagers, all the citizens are
pierced by the arrows of the Cupid darted through their
crooked eye-brows.

All women are clever, all men are well established
in life, through the influence of the prosperous Ibrahim
Shah, they have no anxiety and no sorrow. The eyes
feel delighted by seeing these citizens and everywhere
hospitality is expected. O wise reader, for a moment
fix your attention, 1 will say something about the
Turks or Musalmans.

[ Chandab ]

Then the princes entered the market where there
are lakhs of horses and thousands of elephants. In
some places are to be found crores of ruffians and in
others male and female slaves. In some places ata
distance are sold the Hindu ruffians, in some places
kuwja (drinking vessels) are spread on the section of the
bazar and in others are the shops of bows and arrows.
In some place both sides are full of money-changers and
in other they are weighing onions and licks. They are
purchasing many and many slaves and when Turks
met Turkas there are many salams. They are selling £kisa
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[a cover of the palms] and bright stockings. Amirs,
Ballirs and sailors and khojas are roving every
where. They are saying “Abe-be”, drinking wine, utter-
ing ‘kalimad’ and living in conversations.

They are embroidering cloths, filling up musjids
and reading books. Their number is infinite. They
with great zest take the name of Khoda and eat up
pills of bhing, Self-asserting people get angry
without any cause and bawl out “ko hay”. Turks and
‘Tokhars enter the Aat and go their round asking pkeda or
small gifts. They look askance, press their flowing beads
and spit on the ground. They declare everybody’s
wine to be bad and bawl out “bih bih.” What am
] to say about their want of propriety ? They roam
about taking with them foot-soldiers of the emperor. The
songstresses impassionately sing Jakhari and Turkani
careless of all other considerations, dance the carakk
nauch or whirling dance. Saiyad distributes sweets, every
body eats the crumbs of victuals of others. The Darvesh
pronounces his benedictions, if he does not get anything
he levels abuses at the devoted heads of the people. The
holy man does not speak ; listlessly he spreads out his
hand, and people give him ten times as much as they
would give to others, What am I to say about the
proclamation of orders by the Khundkar ? He protects

his own interests and harms others.

2
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’[Again]

Hindus and Turks live together. One reviles the
religion of the other. In some places you hear
Ajan and in others the Veda. In some places they live
in perfect amity, in others they quarrel. In some places
there are ojhas or teachers, in others khojas
or eunuchs, In some there 1is nakat and in others
roja. In some places kiija, in others copper vessels.
In some Nimij, in others Puji. Many powerful
Turks in undertaking a journey compel men to
serve them without payment. They fetch a brahmana
boy and place beef on his head. They lick out the
caste-mark on his forehead and tear asunder his holy
thread and ask him to mount a horse. They prepare
wine with pure wudidhin (the holy nivira of the
Hindus)., They :raise masjids with the materials of
temples. Graves and temples fill the earth ; there
is no space to put one’s foot on. The language of
the Hindu is given up and even the lowest Turk is dis-
playing his pluck. The pasture lands of the Hindus
are swallowed up by the Turks, who are greatly pleased
with their produce. ~With prestige, let the Sultan
Hve for ever. The two princes roaming from one
market to another with a view to satisfy their curiosity
entered the Durbar. ' |
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[ Chandak ]

The crowd was so great that dusts of wvarious
colours filled the sky. The Turks of the country of
the Khins came, crushing stones under their feet.
Great rajas from distant lands covered the door
and the gate. They wanted shade or protection, did
not get it, and showered abuses how much I cannot
zay. The rulers of the earth come, spread themselves
in groups under the protection of Sapyads. They sit
in the Durbar, day after day, get no audience even
in a year. Khins and Umaras of good family know
the mahal fully. They go to salute the Sultan with-
out intimations and come and go at pleasure. Small
Ranas, Rauts, and Rapas have come from the shores of
the sea, from mountains, from distant islands and from
the ends of quarters for business with the Sultan; they
remain statisfied by reaching his door. Stationed there
they count their dzruds or titles, they see the Bhattas
and Cattas, they mark the mental attitude of the men
that come and go and do work for the Sultan. The
Princes of Telang, Bang, Cola and Kalinga well
dressed, speak their own languages, speak of their own
valour just as royal pandits. Many Riuts and princes
come and go decorated with rich dresses. They are
good in wars and like gandharvas they charm other
people by their beauty. ’

This is Khas Darbar. This is above all the world.
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If one can be true to his own self even the poorest
of the poor can rise to wealth. The {riends, the
enemies and every one have to bow down their head
before the Sultan. Whoever comes gets place and
favour and when he goes he goes speaking well. As
soon as one rises he knows the strength of his fortune
or misfortune. This Sultan is above all people, above
him is the Karatil or god. ’

What a wonder it is. In that corridor there is
the wall and the place of the door-keeper. In the midst
of this Darbar they saw Dardalans, water-houses,
Nimaj house, eating house and sleeping house. The
mind is delighted at the sight. Every one says
“good”, as if Vi§vakarmi on the pretext of building
this palace has prepared such a house—with diamond
for its material and with golden water-pots for its
decoration ; that 28 hoofs of the seven horses of the
sun’s chariot sound on its, roofs, It has pleasure
gardens, flower gardens, artificial streams, artificial
hills, shower-baths, fanning machines, pleasure houses,
Madhav1 groves, squares for rest, museums, swinging
flower-beds, jewelled lamps, moonstones, painted leaves
in four kinds of scents. The princes taking intelligent
people into their confidence and asking them meanings
and uses of things came to know all about the mahal.

Seeing the Darbar with distant corridors, resting
for a time, rﬁaking acquaintance of good men, drawing
respect towards themselves, attracting men’s attentions,
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knowing the ins and outs of the palace, asking
questions from the qualified, and at the same time,
clever men, who gave them hope ; on that day at dusk

they went to a brahmana’s house in the midst of the
city and lived there.

[ In Sanskrit ]

At dusk (Sandhy3) Lotus-flowers fade like the faces
of queens of hostile kings sinking in their misfortune
[for opposing Kirtti Simha]. But Kirtti Simha with
folded hands, by his continuous pious gifts, which can
be offered only when the Sun is up in the sky, and by
distributing alms to brahmanas by the hands of others
has made the dusk [Sandhya] as not dusk ; may he
protect the earth for a long time to come.

- Here ends the second branch of the creeper of fame
by Vidyapati. |



- CHAPTER Il1I

Bhriigi asks again : “O dear, when you are spsaking,
nectar fills the ear. O splendid man, tell me—speak
again the subsequent story.” .

Bhriiga says; “The night came to an end. It was
dawn. The sun dispelled darkness and the lotuses laughed.
Sleep left the eyes, the Rajis rose and washed their
faces, went to propitiate the Vazir and talk to him
of the business in hand. If the lord is agreeable
we may receive the Raja. Then the ministers made
the proposal to the Emperor. On an auspicious moment
they had an audience with ease by presenting a
horse and some cloths. Their sorrow and despondency
came to an end. The lord became favourable and
asked for good news. Kirtti Simha after making many
bows began to give him all news, This is a festive
day to me, an auspicious day, a good day and a good
moment. I am today a worthy son of my mother
and the objects of my life have been fulfilled today,
because 1 have got the foot-board of the Emperor.
There are two pieces of ill-news, one is that your prestige
- has not been as high as it ought to be and the other
1s that my* father Gapefa is gone to the other
world, to Heaven. 1 do not want any order. Iet
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the Sultan take Tirhut. 1 speak of another matter
trembling. You are here and there is Asalin. He threw
away your farman, killed Ganesa Ray, sat on a con-
quered throne, held the umbrella over his head, drained
Tirhut of its resources, and fanned himself with chowry.
Still you have no anger for him and he is ruling the
kingdom. You can now dismiss the feeling of
resentment. There are two kings, the unchaste earth is
one woman. She cannot bear the weight of two kings.
She will become lifeless beaten by both. Your prowess
is well-known on earth, all kings at every opportunity
come in great numbers for the purpose of serving you.
Your gifts have filled the earth, people sing your
good deeds. It may not be derogatory to you, it may
not be intolerable to you to hear the name of an
enemy. Other poor fellows—what can they do ? When
you are the proper receptacle of heroism.

Hearing this the Sultan got angry. The hairs on
his head stood on their ends, his eye-brows became
contracted, his lips quivered and and his eyes became
like red lotuses. It was there and then that he
ordered that the Khins and Umardis should
go with him to Tirhut. The Sultan became
angry. There was a tumult in the Darbar, men and
attendants began to move about and the earth began
to shake under their feet. The Earth became hot, in
every mind there was fear, the distance avas great, the
war was arduous. Every one became anxious ; perhaps
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Lanka will be set on fire. All cracked people, all
cheats and all discontented rebellious spirits and all
crooked men began to boast that they would go run-
ning and arrest Asalan. The two brothers were very
much pleased, they came out after taking their 4kelat.
After this there was some confused news about the
Sultan.

The army was mobilized for the east, but it
marched towards the west. Who knows the dis-
pensations of Providence? When one thing is
planned, another happened. The kings thought
at the time “we are put to shame”. Our project
has failed this time. We should have to work again
to attain success at some future time. When they
were discussing these matters the minister of
Stimad Vira Simha Deva, after observing the faces
of the Princes hanging with the weight of anxiety,
said :—Such is your prowess that these things should
not be taken into consideration. The work of a Raja’s
family attains success with difficulty, therefore do
not be very anxious. I will remove the doubt
by asking our friends. Success depends upon Provi.
dence, but you do what a man should do. Be
bold and enterprising. If enterprise does not bring
success, what is the good of despondency ? The only
good points of a brave man are energy and persever-
ance. He is® an experienced ruler; you have high
qualifications. He is virtuous and you are pure in your
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character. He is well disposed and you have been depriv-
ed of your Raj. He is a conqueror and you are brave
warlike men. He is a R&ja and you are without a raj.
He is the Sultan who rules the earth and you are
only princes. If you serve him with one mind a
remedy is sure to come.

Just at the time there was a tumultuous noise.
Who knows the strength of the army? The earth

began to shake like a lotus leaf The Sultan’s convey-
ance is moving,

Nwsr Chandah Palam

The Taktan of Sultan Ibrahim proceeds. The
tortoise begins to shake, the earth becomes empty.
There is no end to the strength of the warriors.
Hills tremble, the earth trembles, the serpents [in
the nether world] are terrified. Hundreds of Zabalas are
sounded, so also &keris. The clouds of dooms-
day cover the Raj, overpowering everything else.
Lakhs of Turks laugh to their hearts’ content and
spread fire—with swords in their waist-band, they
capture respectable people. The enemies fall at their
feet and look towards the road and fly away. In
their homes fear upsets everything. They have
no sleep. When the Turks fight with swords in hand
in their pride even the whole of the celesttal city
falls in a swoon with fear. In a sportive spirit they
capture enemies and throw them at the feet of the
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Sultan. In the same sportive spirit again they humb-
ly. take charge of them in their own hands. The
Emperor proceeds to conquer the world in all the
quarters, in islands and countries. He was entering
impenetrable places demanding tribute in the interest
.of the two princes. \

He takes prisoners in strange lands, sets hills and
cities in flames, pursues the beaten enemy to the other
side of the sea. He kills the enemies who leave all
their property behind and advances on the way. He
reaches one place and destroys ten places in the vicinity.
How can the rulers of earth withstand the attacks
of Ibrahim Shih. If they cross over mountains and
seas, they are caught without delay. The only way
to save one’s life is to become a subject. Wherever
the people submitted, no one could touch them any
more. Even if there is a very small difficulty, the whole
army will present itself with promptitude.

The Niyaks or small officers entertain the services
of thieves and throw the blame on other people's
heads. They purchase a seer of water, strain it 1n
their clothes and drink it off. For a drink they pay
in gold coins. Fuel sells at the price of sandal-wood.
Much money fetches a small quantity of food-stuff.
They purchase ghee in exchange for horses. They give
away male or female slaves with a view to rub their
body with mustard oil. o
- The Princes thus went long distances performing
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feats of valour, in many places subsisting on fruits
and roots only. Travelling with Turks they had a
good deal of difficulty in preserving their acira. They
had no money. They became lean and their clothes
old. The Yavanas are naturally hardhearted. The
Sultan never thought of what happened to them.
They had no wealth, they had no trade, no commerce.
In a strange land no loans were procurable.
They were proud of their position, they cannot
even think of begging. Born in a royal family
they cannot submit to that humility and cannot
say “no”. They, after serving the Sultan, became
hopeful of success but as ill luck would have
it, their expectations were not fulfilled. Alas'!
what can great men do? They were counting fasts
by fours, The dear ones do not think of them, the
friends do not think, meals they do not have, servants
leave them for their hard lot. Horses did not give up
grass but they were daily placed in more and more
difficulty. Still one man did not make any mistake
and he was Sri Kesava Kiyastha and also Somesvara.
They remained silent though in great misery.” They
were experienced merchants, Their dealings were strict-
ly honest. Not caring for the conduct of servants
and friends they waited on the Princes. Even in the
highest extremity of their misery, the two Princes,
though ashamed at heart, heard from tHese faithful
men topics like the preservation of the purity of their
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acéra, the test of good qualities, the conduct of
Nala, the habits of Riama, the love of gifts, the
brave deeds at their marriages, their energy before
which all obstructions vanish and the comparison with
Vali, Karna and Dadhici. Once at this time the
Rija and Kirtti Simha thought “we are in such extreme
misery. If our mother hears of this, will she live ?*

[ Chandah }

There is the minister Ananda Khan who knows
the secrets of peace, war and sowing dissension.
There is Sr1 Hamsarija, a friend of spotless character,
who can throw away his all for our work. There is
brother Raya Simha like a furious lion in his
prowess at war. There is minister Govinda Datta
of high character. It is difficult to speak of the
greatness of his family., There is Hara Datta a
votary of Siva, who is like Arjuna in war. These
will console mother and she will be able to bear up
with her sorrow. Danger can never enter into the houses
of those who are popular. Press on the Sultan, and
‘he will devise some means however trifling. He will
not remember unless told, but how Ilong will the
Princes suffer. Those who bravely entered the war-
path, those who played with the fire, those who
pulled the lion by the mane, those who caught the
hood of snakes, those who resisted the angry God
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of death, let the Sultan know of the two brothers.
They will not live. Tell the Sultan : your affection for

them will remain, but they will not live to enjoy
the honours conferred on them.

Thus times were changed and everything took
a favourable turn. Again Providence was propitious
to them and their misery and want were at an end.
The armies reached Tirhut in high spirits, The
object of the Shah bore fruit and order was issued.
What is beyond the power of those to whom the
Sultan is favourable ?

| In Sanskrit ]

Let the king Kirtti Simha, all whose daring deeds
were crowned with success, prosper,—Kirtti Simha
whose strength destroyed the circles of emenies, whose
fame was as white as Kumuda, Kunda and the Moon
and whose prosperity was proclaimed by the two
Chowries playing on the horse. '

Here ends the third branch of the creeper of fame
composed by Vidyapati.



" CHAPTER IV

Bhriigi asks again: “O dear tell me, tell me, you
are telling me all, tell me whom did the army attack ?
How was Tirhut made pure and how did Asalan act ?

Bhriga says : “I will speak of the achievements of
Kirtti Simha, O dear, you lend me your ears. He
moved the Sultan without wealth, without men and
without difficulty. The two Princes were great and
Asalan was also great. For the Sultan came for the
two against the one.

At the order of the Sultan there was a tumul-
tuous rush like that on the road to the sea. The noise -
of over a lakh of foot-soldiers and their war music
rent the sky and the fortune of the enemy turned back.
In the midst of the army war music was struck.
Elephants, horses and men crowded together. The
prison was placed in the rear. The noise of prepara-
tion was on every side. There was no end to the
splendour of the army. When the armies reached
Tirhut, R4ja Monohar took care of the soldiers there.
First of all came ready the crowd of foot-soldiers. Thus
advanced the army in four arms.

[ Chandah ]

Elephants in rut proceeded in increasing numbers.
They broke trees, pressed the borders of roads, made
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terrible noise, and passed on in tumult. They are steady
in war and look like clouds on earth, and like dark
peaks of mountains. They run for the conquest of the
world. They are like embodied pride and look charming,
they move their ears, look like mountains. They
have huge proboscis with wiich they press down the
heads of men. They seem to have heen snatched
away from the Vindhyas by the Lord when Vindhya
disregarded the restraint puton it by Agastya and began
to increase. The elephants run and in a moment kill
men. They are only restrained by the goad of the
driver.,

At the sound of the feet of the foot-soldiers the
horses began to trot. Their hoots sounded ‘“thop
thop” a sound which makes the hair stand on an end.

[ Chandal |

Many spirited young horses were caparisoned and
brought cut. The names of these were famous in various
islands for their prowess and their great achievements.
They had broad shoulders, beautiful make and fine ears.
They leave elephants below, leap over them and territy
the enemies’ army. They are powerful and brave.
They jump in circles with four legs. They understand,
in the wars of their lords, the use of various tactics.
They belong to famous breeds, they neigh »when angry
and run with their shoulders turned.
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They gallop in great pride and crush the earth under
their feet. Whenever they find the enemy, they neigh
loudly and forcibly. At the sound of nisina and bher,
they trample the earth with their hoofs. They are afraid of
the whip. Theyare swifter than the air and are decorat-
ed with chowries, they dance continually being experts
in understanding musical notes. The frame of their
mind is curious,

Thus again, well selected, spirited and young horses
were -brought out well dressed in many rows. Hun-
dreds of thousands of horses came ; compared to their
value the golden Meru is nothing. The encampment
for horses was very beautiful. Their faces were curved
and their eyes big, tightly were they bound and their
shoulders sharp and straight. If a coward rides them
he will be full of pride. They kill the enemy leaping
even over mountains. By this means they leapt over
the river of the fame of their enemies and thereby
washed all the four of their feets in that water. When
they display various .motions such as murasi, manari,
rundal, and mandali, it appears that the god of the air
sits on their legs. There are lotus-like marks on their
face ; they appear to be sandal mark of fame on
the forehead of their owner. Young foals were even
more spirited. They became youths as it were by
their bravery and pride. They were, so to say, employ-
~ed to drive_the chariot of the sun from the other side
of the ocean. When they run, the god of wind goes
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after them (lags behind), even the mind they surpass
in velocity, they make the horses of the Sun lag behind.
When they roam on the field of battle the whole kingdom
seems toroar. They dance in various ways. They
overshadow the prestige and prosperity of the enemy
and they fulfil the desire of the rider,

The Sultan rode on such a horse with the banners and
chowries spread over. His horse was selected from among
the many for their wonderful achievements. Knowing
the ins and outs of the royal house, the two Princes,
as a sign of their royalty, got two horses. Every one
who went near them praised them and the enemy flew
away from afar. Young and spirited horses traverse all
the quarters, and the young Turkish horseman sounds
the whip as if he is breaking a bamboo.  They
filled the quivers full with arrows. They tied the string
in the bow with great pride and vanity. The army
proceeded without intermission. How many ? Who
counts ? With the weight of their feet they made the
boar and the snake feel tired and the tortoise
turned on the side.

Ten millions of archers go on toot. Hundreds
of thousands of shield-bearers marched. These shield-
bearers glittered in their healthy and strong limbs. They
fAourish their swords in a mad way. In the noise no-
thing is understood. It is because of the Khund-
kar that they fight. They eat huge quantities of
raw meat. Their eyes are red with wine. They

3
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traverse twenty yojanas in the course of half a day
and they pass the day by eating bread taken in
their armpit. They cut creepers and use them as
bow-strings. On horse-back they cross over moun-
tains. They find no fault in killing brahmins and
kine and they capture women of the enemies’ city.
Young Turks laugh loudly in merriment, suddenly
they begin to talk.

- Many Dhangads were found going there and they
were found to make a great feast by the slaughter
of kine. The troops of Dhingads were very busy.
Whichever direction they go the young women belong-
ing to royal families were sold in the market. They
had one chief who had many people under him..
They put torn rags round their head and thus in-
crease its volume. They go to distant and impenetrable
places and light fire, they marry women and kill
tbeir childreg. Their only means of earning is loot
and the belly is their only treasury. They prosper
by unlawful means and their quarrel is their ruin. They
have no kindness for the poor and no fear for the
powerful. They. keep nothing by for the morrow and
they never settle down as householders by marrying.,
They have no aversion for sin and no liking for
virtue. They fear no enemies and have no loyalty to
friends. Their words are not steady and their morsels
of food are big. They have no hankering for fame and
no fear for-blame. Their heart is not pure and they never
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keep the comaany of the good. Thzy feel no conpunc-
tion in oppressing others and they never fly from war.

The soldiers were busy in their march. They do
not give up eating and feasting and at the same time
do not cease their forward march,

Behind them came the troops of Hindus on their
march. The rajis are countless ; who can count the
soldiers ? |

The rajis from all quarters came to serve iIn
the army. Uhey were proud of their wealth and brave
in war. The earth was too small for their pride
and bravery. The sons of raufs march in large numbers,
the earth trembling under their feet. ‘ihe signs of
their prowess in different directions are found on the dust
spreading. The young men march, make their horses
dance and speak boldly in their pride. ‘They had
red, yellow, and black chauries and had ear-orna-
ments hanging from their ears. They «whirl, they
spread, change the position of their feet as it they are
changing the yoke. Nothing could be heard owing
to the sound of tavala and niSana but still they
attempt to impress on others the greatness and im-
portance of their own selves. Mules and asses came in
their hundreds and thousands; what to speak of buffaloes?
They came by tens of millions. The riders march, the
{oot-soldiers march, the earth looked small.  Those
who were idlers were left bzhind. They sjt in differ-
ent places. They do not share in the loot of kine, and
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of the valuables, Lven the slaves forget them, Troops
of Turks spread on all sides of the earth, Giving
the Turks the opportunity to proceed, the Hindus quarrel
among themselves and pass over the land. If they
find an enemy, they fly like the bird casera without any
consideration, just as clouds disperse at the sight of
~ the city of Indra.

When the Sultan marched, who knows the number ?
The sun withdrew his brightness and the lords of the
eight quarters were in difficulty. The earth was
darkened by dust and the dear lady gave up the idea of
seeing her lord. Indra and Chandra were anxious as to
how to pass the time. Destroying forts and fields and
digging the earth by their feet they proceeded.
The bodies of Hari and Saikara became one and
Brahma was trembling in fear, Buffalloes killed
the riders and ran after men, Antelopes killing the
soldiers flew swiftly. Mice and hares kept quiet
owing to fear and kasa, a bird, flew away. One
used his legs and the other ate saccana veds.

In Ibrahim Shah’s march whenever the army
moved they killed by digging, by pursuit, and by
khukhandi. No living being was safe.

Thus 'the army depriving the kings of distant
islands of their sleep, practising theft and oppression
on people stupified at the display of immense numbers,
hunting, aiming with arrows, sporting in forests and
waters, drinking and carousing, enjoying the pleasure
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of the royal party, and passing the way, reached
Tirhut, its destination, and the Sultan sat on his throne.

At that moment, bringing the two Princes and
hearing them, the order was passed, How are we to
live here? Asalan is very powerful. On this Kirtti
Simha said, “O lord, this deliberation is wrong. What
is the good of giving time to the low fellow. Do you
mean to make an estimate of the strength of the
enemies’ army ! What is the good of considering
the strength of the enemy. Let all see. I will
ride on to him and bring you the news of victory.
I will push back the rows of his soldiers and catch
hold of him., If the enemy advances to fight, I
will feed fat my grudge on him, even though Indra
comes with all his forces to befriend him, even
if Sambhu uniting with Hari and Brahma protects
him and even if the lord of serpents spreads out his
helping hand”. Raja Kirtti Simha under the influ-
ence of anger said “I will kill Asalan then [ will
be Kirtti Simha and I will wash my feet with
his blood, if for his life he does not turn back wel-
coming dishonour”. Then an order was passed
the best and most substantial, that Kirtti Simha’s
whole army should be ferried over to Tirhut. Kirtti
Simha, the destroyer of the enemy’s army, very power-
ful, with the gait of an elephant in rut, crossed the
impetuous stream of the Gandak, the soldiers bathed
and stood in rows, and martial music was struck.
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Just at ncon the two armies encountered on the
fields to the east of the royal palace and they
attacked each other. By the stamping of the feet
the earth shook and the peaks of mountains stumbled
down. Like the shower of rain on doomsday
the swords began to break. Brave men advanced
uttering the word “ve” with the hair standing on
end. The waves of the tops of swords gave
out flashes, illuminating all the different quarters of
the earth. Still the horsemen entered the enemy’s
quarters with impetuous force. The elephants in
rut were left behind by shield-men who advanced
in front. The sound “tang tang” of the bow-
string filled the sky. The lines of troops advanced
and crushed the enemy’s disposition of the army.
The powerful Kirtti Simha knowing and practising
feats of valour stood there in anger and in the pride
of bravery. Striking arrows he put the shameless
to shame. The whole earth saw with wonder that
the bow drawn to the ear was vomiting flights of
arrows., His arms were substantial and strong, any
assault on it recoiled on the enemy.

[ Chandah ]

The brave men were roaring, the circles of
foot-men were breaking, the sharp edges of swords
were getting blunt, and the coats ‘of mail were being
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pierced. The soldiers engaged in fight in anger,
swords broke swords. Infuriated brave men were com-
ing and running in different directions. One meets
one and the prestige of the enemy was at an end.
Protecting and guarding their own side they were
beating the enemy. Carefully distinguishing between
one side and the other they were making the enemy
fight the enemy. The lines were taken off on both
sides and the encounter thickened at the centre.
Sword striking sword produced sparks of fire. The
horseman with his sharp swords cuts the horse and
the horseman at one stroke. The thunderlike stroke
of the creeper crushed the coat of mail as well
as the body of the wearer of the mail, The bones
of the elephants belonging to the enemy were covered
with blood. It became known evenin the sky that
Raja Vira Simha was fighting on account of the energy
and enthusiasm of Kirtti Simha.

Dharma was watching from the heavens and the
Sultan was feasting his eyes. Indra, Chandra, Gods,
Siddhas, Vidvans and Vidyadharas were all filling the
sky. The reason for watching their brave fight is that
wherever the enemies assemble in strength there falls
the sword of Kirtti Simha who made the earth sink

in a pool of blood.
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[ Chandah ]

Heads fall from the body, arms drop, jackals
eat the bones with merry noise. The dropping body
rolls in the dust, struggles for a moment and then
becomes still. The cranes fly with great zest with the
entrails of men besmeared with blood though these
act as a net to their nails. The Pretas sing in merri-
ment, drink human blood and swallow human flesh.
Jackals were howling and the Dakinis appeared in
hunger sounding the Dakkara. The howls of ferocious
animals resound far and wide. The headless trunk falls
and turnsviolently from side to side, pierced with arrows,
it throbs for a while and then life 1s gone. Where
streams of blood flow in waves there well caparisoned
elephants sink. Ferocious animals pierce the hands,
limbs and heads of dead bodies, and drink the blood
by turning ‘them in various ways. But they cannot
control the huge carcass of an elephant and throwing
it aside go behind, The Bhutas throw down the head-
less trunk, pick up the heart and dashing it into the
stream of blood play jarphari. The Dakinis Dakkara
over power all sounds of Damaru and Dhakka. .

Headless trunks fll the earth, such is the ficht in
which Rija Kirtti Simha is engaged. In the encounter
of the two armies they do not care at all that their
swords are *broken. The trunk falls in the fight but
the soul takes its flicht to heaven. The pure atmos-
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pheric water becomes turbid with the end of its cloth
and Cupid moans in the form of a bee with its
eyes moistened with love. The Gandharvas sang, dun-
dubhis sounded ; who knows what more auspicious
marks were there ! The great Kirtti Simha was engaged
in war with splendid bravery and the gods showered
heavenly flowers on him.

Then Malik Asalan thought: All my soldiers
have fled, what harm has been done to Patishih ?
The great tree of my impolicy has borne its fruit ;
misfortune has overtaken me. Still turning back I will
acquire permanent and spotless fame. [ will ight a
duel with Kirtti Simnha like a lion.

[ Chandal ]

So smiling, recovering strengh and turning round,
he took wup in his right hand a sword. Then the
two began to strike one another, the edges of
the swords began to be blunted at each stroke.
Striking they displayed beautiful swordsmanship.
The swords flashed like the flashes of lightning.
The upper part of the body cut by the sword
bled profusely. The whole body gushed forth
streams of blood. Owing to the motions of the horses
they began to strike each other in anger. All men,
looking on, thought of the fights in the “Mahabharata
between Karna and Arjuna or as in the case of Vanasura,
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between Krisna and Sambhu who fought with zest.
In the meantime Maharaja got the upper hand of
Malik and Asalan of his own accord showed his
back. Seeing this the rdja caught hold of him with
ease. ‘“‘How am I to cut asunder that hand with which
you killed my father. Are you Asalan, fond of
life, contemptible in mentality, bold in leaving the
battle field, fie to you ! you love your life only.
Where are you going, covered with shame by exposing
your back to the gaze of your enemies. Go straight
like the younger brother’s wife from his elder brother.
Wherever you can live, go and live. Let my fame
spread over the three worlds that I give you your life.
If you fly from fight, you are miserable and he who
kills you is more miserable still. Go, go, gonear the
sea,” Thus said the great leader with a smile playing
on his face,

So he returned victorious in war, and conches
blew. There were dancing, singing, play of music, the
sound of the four vedas, and in an auspicious
moment the ceremony of coronation was accomplished.
Friends and relatives were elated with success. The
Raja got back the raj of Tirhut. Patishih gave him
silak and Kirtti Siﬁiha became king. |

Thus the auspicious Kirtti Simha obtained prosperity
which would last so long as there are the Sun and the
Moon in the sky, by his victory, by ¢rushing the enemy
in war, by his bravery and the poemn of the sportive
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Vidyapati would be famous as long as the world lasts—
the poem which is the birthplace of sweetness and is

instrumental :z spreading fame of a great name,
Thus ends the fourth branch of the creeper of

fame composed by Mahamahopadhyaya good Thakur
Vidyapati.
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