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S E R M O N,

&e. . éb"c.'

1 Crarow. xil. 32.

And of the children of Iffachar, which were
men that had underflanding of the times,
to know what ifracl ought to do: the heads
of them wcre two hundred, and all their
brethren were at their commandment.

N this chapter we have an account of the
perfons that aflociated with David, thewed
him favour, and aflifted him when he was
obliged to flee from Saul ; and alfo of thofe of
the feveral tribes of Ifrael, and the numbers of
them that came to him in Hebron, after the
death of Saul and Abner, to make him king
over all Ifrael. And among the reft, thote of
B 2 the
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the tribe of Iffachar aresnentioned ; who, though

but few, but two d, when thofe that
came out of the other tribes were feveral thou-
fands; yet being the principal men of the tribe,
and having all their brethren at their com-
mandment and beck, it was as well as if the
whole tribe hind come in a body ; aud befides,
being men of fkill and underftanding in certain
affairs, had an influence over all the tribes ; for
they 4new and could tell all Ifrael what they
ought to do ; and fo muft be very bencficial and
wleful to David at this juncture.

What the underfland:ng of thelc men lay in,
1s not eafy to fay ; interpicters are divided about
it: fome take them to be chronologers, or aftro-
nomers, whofe fkill lay in the computation of
times, in fixing the beginning of the ycar, and
the beginning of the mouth, and 1 the interca-
lation of the year; and fo were very ferviceable
to Ifrael, to let them know when the new year
bc;gan, when it was new moon, when 1t was
right to iutercalate the month Adar; as they
fometimes werc obliged to intercalate a wholc
month togcther, to make their account of time
come right 3 and when to keep their feafts of Pafl-
over, Pentecoft, and Tabernacles: hence it is
thought this tribe is faid a to call the people to

a Deut, xxxiii. 19,

) the
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the mounlain ; to the place of worfhip, the ta-
bernacle or temple in mount Zion ; there they
Sball offer facrifices of righteoufnefs : and this
is the genoral fenfe of the Jewifh writers. P
Woerc this the true fenfe of the words, and known
to be fo; fince this is the day in which a late
a&t of parliament ¢, concerning altering the ftyle
of the year, begins to take place, it might be
thought that my view in reading this paflage of
Scripture was to amufe you with the diffcrence
of old and new ftyle, and to thew you the fupe-
rior cxcellency and ufcfulnefs of the one to
the other : but as this is an affair that*is not
within my province, fo I have that which is of
greater moment and jmportance to lay before
you. Others chufe tocall them aftrologers, who

b The Targum of the place is, ¢¢ Of the children of tbe Iffac.
¢ har there were fuch who wewr ikilful in the knowledge of
¢ times, (7.e. chronologers) and wife to fix the beginnings of
t¢ the years, and the be:innings of the months, and to interca-
«¢ late the months and the yeurs ; dextrous at fettling the new
¢¢ moon, and fixing the feafts (or appointed times) in their fea-
¢ fons; well verfed in the fo‘r revolution ; aftrologers thae
¢ bad underflanding in the planets and ftars, to know what were
¢¢ fit for the houfe of Ifrael to do.” To which agree Kimchi,
Ben Melech, and Yalcut in loc. and Berefhit Rabba, §. 7z, fols
64. 2. See alfo the Targum and Jarchi on Deut, xxxiii. 19,

¢ Entitled, An A& for regulating the commencement of the
year, and for correfting the calendar now in ufe, made in the

twenty-fourth year of the reign of his majefty king George the

Second.
had
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had fkill in the motions and revolutions of the
heavenly bodies 4, and their influences upon the
earth, which they had learnt from their neigh-,
bours the Phoenecians :  or elic, being a people
much employed in husbandry, hence 1t is faid of
this tribe, that it taw that the land was pleafant,
to till and manure, it delightcd m agricclture ;
and bowed his floulder to beare, and carry in
the corn when ;ipc: and dwelt in Zents to keep
its fields, or look after its flocks; they by fre-
quent and conftant obfervations had acquired a
fort of ruftic aftrology f, and could diicern the face
of the heavens, and prognofticate what weather
it would be; and they knew the proper times
and feafons of doing bufinefs ; and fo cculd in-
form Ifracl, or the reft of the tribes, when they
fhould plow, and fow, and reap, and plant, and
the like.  Others thinl they were biftorians and
annalifts, fuch as thofe in Efth. 1. 13. wheie the
fume phrafe 1s uifed of thofe whom Ahafucrus
confuited, when Vafhti his queen refuled to
comie into his prefence % his command, to know

d Hence it Is faid, that the ftandard of this tribe was dyed
bluek, and had painted on it the {un and moon, becaufe it is faid
of them, 1 Chron, xii. 32. of the chilaren of Ifackar, that had
anarrflandirg of the times, &c. Bemidbar Rabba, §. 2. fol. 178, 3.

e Gen. xlix, 1g.  Deut. xxxiil, 18,

fr\g'-id. I'oli Syunopf, in loc.

of
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of them what had been done in fuch cafes in
times paft$: and fo thefe men were well verfed
‘in the hiftory of ancient times, and had made
their obfervations on things that had been done
in former times; and were capable of giving
advice what thould be done in like circumftances.
Though others feem more nightly to interpret
this underftanding of theirs of political prudence;
they were men that knew howsto time things,
when was the fitteft opportunity to do any
thing : and whereas the prefent bufinefs was to
turn the kingdom of David, they faw, and {g
acquainted the reft of the tribes, that this was
the proper time to do it in, now Saul was dead,
and Abner alfo, a powerful commander in the
intereft of his family, and David was the moft
likely perfon to humble the Philiftines, who of
Iate had been fo vitorious over Ifracl. Befides,
they knew that there was the word .of the
Lord® for it, ver. 23. or a prophecy that had
been given out, that he fhould be king, which’
was known in Saul’s life-time, and with which
he himfelf was acquainted; for fo faid he to

g By whom Aben Ezra underftands either aftrologers, or
fuch who knew the time that was paffed in the reigns of antient
kings, 7. e. hiftorians ; and the Targum on the placc exprefly in-
terprets it of the children of Iffachar.

b The decrees of the word of the Lord, as the Tarzum.

David,
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David, I know well that theu fhalt furely be
king,-and that the kingdom of ifracl flall be
effablyl ed in thine hand i : and thefe men knew
that the time was now come, and all circum-
ftances concurring, they told Ifrael, what thev
fhould do at this jun&ureX. ‘The wfe that I
thall make cf this, fhall be to accomodate the
paflage to the prophetic times, and the know-
ledge of them, the prefent oncs, or what may
be coming on ; and fhall fum up the whole in

the following obfervation*:

.

That thofc who have any underftanding of
prophetic times, relating to the church of God,
and intereft of Chnft, thould inform the true
Ifracl of God, what they ought to do in them,
or in the profpect of them,

1. There are fome times fixed in prophecy,
which by diligence, attention, and application,
men may arrive to fome underftanding of. There
are indeed fome times and feafons, the know-
ledge of which 15 not to be attained unto ; and

i y Sam, xxiv. 20.

k Jarchi's note on the place is, ¢ For they knew how to
¢ give counfel according to the nature of every cafe; for
‘¢ David had need to take advice how the kingdom might be con-

«¢ firmed from before the children of Saul.”
it
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it would be wrong, as well as in vain, curioufly
to fearch into them. It 5 not for us to know
the times or the feafons, which the Father hath
put in his own power ; for he has determined
the times before appointed, when every thing
that he has purpofed or promifed thould come to
pafs; and he has fixed a tame for cvery purpofe
under the heaven, for the performance of every
thing he has defigned fhall be; a time to be
born, and a time to die, and for every inter-
mediate event! ; but thefe times are not knowre
before-hand, until things are brought into
cxecution. There are others, and very re-
markable events, the times of which are pointed
at in prophef{y ; and which, with diligence and
application, the knowledge of them may in fome
meafure be attained unto: as for inftance, the
firft coming of Chrift into this world to fave
men j the time for it was not only agreed upon,
and fettled betwcen the Father and the Son,
called the fulnefs of timem, but there were fe-
veral prophetic hints of it; nay, not only was
it defcribed by fome general circumftances, as
that it Thould be before the fecond temple was
deftroyed, fince he was to come into it, and
while the fceptre was in the tribe of Judak ;

b Ads i 7. wvil, 26, Ecel il 1, 2. m Gal, iv. 4.

C ' but
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but the precife time was fixed by Daniel’s fcs
venty wecks, or 4go years, which were to
commence from a date given him ; and before
the expiration of which, the Meffiah was to
come: and fo as he, by reading Jeremial’s
books, knew the time when the Babylonifh
captivity thould end; another, by reading his
propliecies, might know when the Meffiah
would come: and accordingly, about the time
when thofe weeks were drawing near to an ex-
piration, there were many that were looking for
the Mefliah, and redemption by him, as know-
ing that it was about the time, by thcfe weeks,
that he fhould comen, Tliere is a time fet for
bis fecond coming, and God % Ais times will
frew him, or caule him apenly to appear; and
though he will come in an'hour we know not
of, yet there are fome circumfinces pointed
out in the word of Gogd, by which it may be
kpown that jt is nigh at hand; "as that the
day when the Son of Man fhall be revealed
fhall be as the days of Noah and Lot, when
men indulged themfelves in pleafure, hived 1
great fecqrjty, unaware of the ruin coming
upon them; and that when the Son of Man
cometh, faith will not be found in the earthe;

n See the Watchman’s Anfwer, &%, p. 20, 21, 32.
° Luke xvil, 26, 28, and xviil, 8,
whether
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whether this be underftood of the grace or doc-
trine of faith, or of faith with refpcét to Chrift’s
coming: and when we compare thefe things
with rhe plefent times, and confider the luxury,
love of pleafuré, carnal fecurity and infidelity
that abound among us, we might conclude that
the coming of Chrift 1s juft at hand; were it
not that therc are many things,, which require
time, yet to be fultilled, previous to it, as the
deftrution of Antichrift, the converfion of the
Jews, and the bringing in the fulnefs of the
Gentiles.  So the laft judgment, which will
take place at the fecond coming of Chnift, and
1s moft certain, being early known, and often
fpoken of; Lnoch, the feventh from Adam,
prophefied of it, and of Chrift’s coming to it ;
the day is appoint@d when it will come on,
though of that day and hour knoweth no man,
not the angels in- heawn but the Father only :

but then the principal ‘things that fhould come
to pafs, relative to the church, between the firft
and fecond coming of Chrift to judgment, ‘are
fignified to us mn the book of the Revelation
and by diligence, attention, and application,
the underftanding of the times of their fulfil
ment may be come at. The ftate of the
church in all ages is defcribed by the feven

churches of Afia, which were prophetical em-~
Ca2 blems
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blems and reprefentations of it.  The truly apo.
ftolical church is fignified by the church at
Ephefus, which could not bear them that werg
evil either in do&rine or pra&ice: the church
under the ten perfecutions is reprefented by the
church at Smyrna, which had tribulation ten
days. And thofe that lived in the times of
Conftantine, that had a {piritual difcerning of
things, when they faw the riches and glory of
the world brought into the church, might know
that they were in that ftate which was pointed
‘at by high towering Pergamos,  And {uch wha
were in the durkeft times of Popery, who had
any {piritual light into things, might fce that
they were n the Thyvatirian church-ftate,
which Jezebel taught her perniciaus doltrines,
and the depths of Satan, and the myfteries of
miquity were practifed. As we now, by com-
paring our cafe with what is faid of the church
at Sardis, may pcrceive that we:are in the
Sardian church-ftate; and fo may ariive to
fome underftanding of the tumes in which we
are, and what ar¢ yet to come; as the Phila-
dclphian church-flate, which will bring on the
{piritual reign of Chnft, in which there will be
an open dooy of the gofpel, large converfions
of Jews and Gentiles, much holinefs and bro-
therly love, and great fpirituality ; after which

the
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the church, being proud of its gifts, and the
Spirit withdrawn, 1t will fink into lukewarms-
nefs and fecurity ; which will bring on the
Laodicecan ftate, which will iffue n the general
judgment, as its name fignifies the judgment of
the peopleP. Moreover, there are certain very
memorable events, the dates of which are per-
emtorily fixed; as the treading of the holy city
torty-two months ; the witnefles prophefying
in fackcloth, apd under difcouragements, a
thoufand two hundred and threce{core days : dur-
ing which term of days alfo the church is‘ to be
nourithed in the wildernefs even for a time, and
times, and half a time; and power is given to
the beaft, or antichriff, to continue forty and
two months 4. All which began, and will end
together ; for thefe dates are exactly the fame,
one thoufand two hundred and fixty days being
equal to forty-two months, and forty-two
months to one thoufand two hundred and fixty
days, reckoning thirty days to a month, as was
ufed in the Eaftern nations; and could we be
certain when thefe dates begin, we fhould have
no difficulty about the expiration of them, or
how long it 1s to it; good men have been mif-
taken

p See Dr. More on the feven churches, and my Expofition of

the fecond and third chapters of the Revelation,
‘l‘ Rev. Xio 2 3. and Xiio 60 l4—c and Xiii- 5'
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taken in their calculations for want of this:
however, though we can come at no certainty
as tp the precile time when thefe things thall
be, yet fome degree of underftanding of thefe
times may be come at; and from the circum-
ftances of things it may be concluded, that
thefe dates can’t reach beyond an Aundred and
Jifty years more, and it may be they may expire

much fooner.
In the annual fermon delivered to you about
this time laft year, and fince publithed, you
will remember [ gave you fome account of the
revolutions ot marning and night which have
been, and will be to the {econd coming of Chrift;
and how that we are entering into a dark night,
the thickeft darknefs and midft of which will be
the time of the flaying of the witnefles; af-
ter which a glorious morning will break forth ;
and it thall be faid to the church, Arife, fhine,
for thy light is come. And now what 1 fhall
further do, and which is my principal view in
reading thefc words, 1s to thew that this affair
1s not to be confidercd as a mere nicety, as a
matter of ipeculation only, but as what fhould
influence our pradtice.  Theory without prac-
tice 1s of little avail 5 all knowledge is to be re-
duced to pradlice; and lecing thefe things fhall
be,
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be, and thefe times will come, what manner of
perlous ought we to be in all holy converfa<
tion and godlinefst: 1 1hall therefore attempt
a prattical improvement of thefe things, and
what you may call, if you pleafe, an applicas
tion of my former difcourfe referred to ; whicl
brings me to obferve,

IL. The things which thofe ‘who have fkill
i prophetic times fhould make known to the
Ifrael of God, as what they ought to do in
fuch times, or in profpe& of thofe to come:
And, '

Firft, There are fome things which true If-
raelites ought always, 'and at all times to do;
even every good work, which they fhould be
always ready unto, and fhould pray to Ged ta
perfec and fit them for, and make them fruife
ful and eflablyh them ins. I fhall briefly con-
fider, 1. What thefe are. 2. The neceflity of
doing them, and why, and for what purpofes
they ought to be done. And, 3. That of all
men, Ifracl, or lraclites indeed, ought to do
thefe things,

r 2 Pet. 111, 11.

s Tit.dii, 1. Heb. xiilo 21, Col. 1o 10, 2 Thefl. i, 15,

. What
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1. Whiat thefe good works are, that {Hould
be dorte § and it niay hot be amits to thew, fir/;
what a good work 1s: it is often faid that not
nouns but adverds make good works§ that it
1s not metely downg bonum a good thing, but
doing that good thing deme well 5 whieh is
what the apoftle callst well-doing ¢ an ation
may be materially good, when it is not ¢z7»
cumflantially fo. The circumftances requifite
to a good work, and by which it may be de-
fined, are, that it muft be according to the de-
clared and revealed will of God, muft fpring
from love, be done i faith, 1 the name of
Chrift, and to the glory of God. 1f any of
thefe circumitances are wanting, it is not pro-
perly a good work. It muft be a part of that
good, perfet, and acceptable will of God; or
otherwife it will comme under the denomination
of will-worfhip, or voluntary humility, and
will be rejected by the Lord as not béing required
by him. By this rule many things will be ex-
cluded from the name of good works, which
may have a fhew of devotion and fanétity ; as
the traditions of the elders among the Jews,
and many things done by Papifts and others,
which may carry an appearance of religion and

t Gal, vi. g,
piety
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piety in them. It muft alfo {pring from love to
God ; charity 1s the end of the commandment,
and love the fulfilling of the law; this is not
only the matter of it, but the fource of obedi-
ence, which thould be yiclded to it; not through
fear of punithment, or hope of reward, but
without any finifter, {elfith, and mercenary
views, 1n pure affection to God that requires it ;
and that work is beft done that is done in the
view, and under the influcnce of the love of
God. It muft be alfo. done in faith, the thing
itfelf muft be believed as right to be done ; for
whatfoever is not of faith us fin¥: anditYhould
be done in the exercife of faith on God that en-
joins it, and on Chrift; in whom alone it is ac-
ceptable ; For without faith itis impoffible to
pleafe Godv 5 and therefore what 15 without it
cannot be a good work : the apoftle puts the
fuperior excellency of Abel’s facrifice to Cain’s,
not fo much upon the matter of them, though
there was a difference between them in that re-
iped, as upon the manner of performing them,
the onc being done in faith, the other without ;
By faith Abel offered unto God a more excellent
Jacrifice than Cain™ : as faith without works
1s a dead faith, fo works without faith are dead

W Rama v, 23, v iebl st 6 ~ 1b, ver. 4.

N works



[ 8]

works alfo. A good work muft be done in the *
name and ftrength of Chrift, without whom
we can do nothing fpiriritually good and accep-
table to God. It we pray, it muft be in the
name of Chrift, which is always prevalent; if
we give thanks, it muft be to the Father, in
the name of our Lord Jefus; if we give an
alm{deed to any of his people, 1t muft be in his
name, and becaufe they belong to him 5 Whai-
Sfocuer ye do in word or deed, do all in the
name of the Lord Fefusy: and every good
work muft be direéted to the glory of Godj if
men {eek themfelves, the applaufe of men,
their own glory by what they do, as the Pha-
rifees did by their prayers and almfdeeds, their
works cannot be properly called good works.
But to proceed to the particulars of thofe things
which true Ifraclites oughtalways to do.

(1.) Every thing that relates to God, his
will, and his worthip. Every thing that is of
a moral nature, or belongs to the moral law ;
for though the law 15 abolifhed, as 1t was a mi-
niftration of Mofes, and as it is a covenant of
works ; and as to juftification by it, and the
curfe and condemnation of it; yet is to be re-
garded as a rule of walk and converfation ; and

M CUL il:n ITQ

.believers
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' believers are not without law to God, and are
under the law to Chrifi#; as King and Law-
giver, Morality, inits utmoft exteut, in all its
branches, ought to be attended to, not only
what is in the decalogue, or ten commandments,
but whatever 1s ta be found elfewhere, The
dccalogue is a good {yftem of laws drawn up for
the ufc of the Jewith people; but as all that is
in it is not moral, fo the whole of morality is
not contained in that body of laws ; and not only
what is in that, but every thing of a moral na-
ture that is to be found in any part of the word
of God, either in the Old or in the New T'efta-
ment, whether in David’s Pfalms, Solomon’s
Proverbs, the writings of the prophcts, Chrift’s
fermons, or Pauls epiftles, or any others, is to
be obferved and done. -

Likewife, whatfoever is of divine appoint-
ment, of pofitive inftitution rclating to the
worfhip and fervice of God; not indeed any
thing ot this kind that was under the former
difpenfation, fuch as circumcifion and other
rites of the cercmonial law, the law of com-
mandments contained in ordinances now abo-
lithed: Let mo man judge you in meat or in
drink, or in refpet of an holy day, &c. that

z 1 Cor. 1x. 21,

D2 15,
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15, let no man condemn vou for the non-obierv-
ance of thefe things ; which are a fhadow of
things to come, but the body is of Chrifl* : but
every thing of this naturc under the gofpel-dii-
penfation ought to be carefully obferved and
complied with ; the ordinance of baptiim ought
to be fubmitted unto, and the Lord’s fupper
fthould be kept as it was inflituted, and all
things which Chrift has commanded thould be
done ; all his precepts thould be efteemed, and
impartially regarded; Ifracl thould walk in all
the commandments and ordinances of the Lord
blamelefs ; the aflembl y of his faints thould not
be forfaken; his waord thould be conftantly
heard, and every ordinance kept as delivered ;
and the Lord our God fhould be worthipped,
and he only thould be ferved.

Particularly, the duty of prayer fhould be
attended unto ; men fthould pray without ccaf-
ing ; our Lord put forth a parable to encourage
his people to pray always, and’ not famnt:
prayer in the clofet thould be conftuntly kept
up; When thou prayeft, fays Chniftb, enter
anto thy clofet, &c. and prayer in the family
thould be daily ufed; if negle@ed, God will
refent it : he will powr out his_fury on the fa-
milies that cail mot on his namec: prayer is a

a Col. 11, 16, 17. b Matt. vi. 6. ¢ Jer.x. 23.
power=
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poswerful means of keeping up the {pirit and life
of religion, and without it, it cannot b-f’ kept
up with vigour.  Prayiug, fays a good man d,
will either make you leave off finning, or fin-
ning will make you leave off praying.

(2.) Every thing which concerns our fellow-
¢rcatures, whether as men or Chriftians, ought
to be done by the Ifrael of God; they thould
love their ncighbours as themfelves, and do that
to men which they would have done to them-
fclves; nay, it becomes them to love their
encmies, to do good to them that hatc themy
to feed them when hungry, and give them
drink when thirfty, and to overcome evil with
good. And as for their fellow-chriftians, they
fhould by love ferve them, both in things tem-
poral and {piritual ; they thould do good to all,
but efpecially to the houthold of faith : they
thould bear one another’s burdens, and fo fulfil
the law of Chrift; they fhould fupport the -
weak, and comfort the feeble-minded ; they
fhould give advice and counfels where it is
wanting, pray with, and for one another, and
build up each other on their moft holy faith.
But I go on to thew,

2. The neceflity of doing thefe things, ar
why Ifrael, or the people of God ought to do

d M, Vavaflor Powel,
them.
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them: there arc certain meceffury ufes, as the
apcith ¢ calls them, for which good works are
to be done; the queftion is, what they are?
And,

(1.) Negatively : they are not to be done in
order to procure the love and favour of God ; as,
if a man would give all the fubfiance of his
houfe for love, il would utlerly be contemn-
edf: 10, if he was to perform ever {fo many
good works, and thofe ever {o well, they would
not obtain the love of God, which is altogether
frce and unmerited ; nothing out of God can be
the caufe of it : the reafon why he loved Ifrael
of old, and why he loves any, 1s, becaufe he
would and will love them ; ke will be gracious
2o whom he will be graciouss : nor are they to
be done to make atonement for fin, or to make
peace with God. Was a man to bring thou-
fands of rams, or len thoufands of Tivers of
oil, or do ever fo many works of a ceremonial,
moral, or cvangelic nature, they would never
atone for his fins ; prefent fervices due to God,
can never make atonement for former tranfgref-
fions, or reconcile finners to God; atonement
and reconciliation for fin, and peace with God,
are made by another hand, and in a bett¥r way,
even by Chrift, and the blood of his crofs,

e ‘Tit. iil, 14. £ Caat. viil, 4, g Exod. xxxiil 19.

Nor
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Nor are they to be done to juftify us in the
fight of God, and to render us acceptable to
him ; there is no juftification before God by the
works of the law; were there, men would have
whereof to glory in his prefence; but boafting
1s excluded by the law or doétrine of faith, by
the do&rine of juftification by faith in Chrift’s
rightcoufnefs : if rightcoufnefs was by the law
and its works, the death of Chrift would be
in vain, and his obedience and fuffrings ufe-
Iefs ; but it is certain that a finner is juftified
wvithout the works of the law, and by a righ=
tcoulnefs imputed to him without them’: nor
are they ncceflary to falvation, or to be done
in order to procure it 3« falvation 1s neither ac-
cording to them, nor by them; it is wrought
out by Chrift, and is fo compleat and perfect,
that nothing can be added to 1t to make it more
fo : he is the {fole author of it, his own arm has
brought it in; it 1s in him, and in no other.
Nor are they to be performed with a view to
merit any thing at the hand of God: it is im-
poflible for a creaturc to merit any thing of
God by what he does: men may talk of en-
thufiafts and vifionaries, but they are thc great-
cft, w. dream of the merit of their good
works ; the leaft thing cannot be merited by
us, not a morfel we eat, or a rag we wear,

muct
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much lefs the above things relating to eterinal
falvatior. That by which we merit fhould
be profitable to him of whom we merit;
but can a man, or any thing he does, be
profitable unto God ? [t fhould not be due
to him of whom wec merit; but all our
works are due to God, he has a prior right
to the performance of them : what is done in a
way of merit, fhould be done in our own
ftrength, without any affiftance from him of
whom we fhould merit; whereas our beft works
are done in the ftrength of the Lord, and by the
afliftance of lus grace : to which inay be added,
there thould be {fome proportion between that
which is merited, and that by which we me-
rit ; but therc is none between eternal falvation
and our works; wherefore thefe are not the
neceflary ufes for which they are to be done.
But,

(2.) Pofitively : thefe things ought to be
donc, and there is a necelfity of doing them,
with refpe& to God ; becaufe it is the will of
God they thould be done, he has commanded
them, and becaufe they arc approved of by him,
and are well-pleafing to him, throughef hnft,
when rightly done ; befides, they are tM€means
of glorifying God, not only by the perfons that

do them, but by others that behold them s for
which
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-which reafort our Lord dire@s ufito them b, Zet
your light fo fbine before men, that they may
fee your good works, and glorify your Father
which ts in heaven. They are neceflary with
refpet to men; they are good and profitable
unto them ; it 1s fetting them a ‘good example,
and may be a means of recommending religion
to them, and of foftening theirminds to an at-
tention to the truths of the gofpel, and of win-
ning fuch without th<’: word, who are not won
by it ; and, however, of putting to thame and
filence fuch who are forward to accufe the good
converfation of the faints. 'They ought to be
done on account of the pcople of God them-
{elves ; to teftify their fubjeion to God, and
gratitude to him, for mercies received from
him; to adorn the do@rine of God their Savia
our, and to evidence the truth of their faith,
and the fincerity of their profeflion. And they
thould be done on account of the works them~
{elves, becaufe they are good, honeftly good;
they are things honeft, juft, pure, lovely, and
of good report; they are pleafantly good, there
15 a pleafure enjoyed in them; great peace have
they @ich love the law of God, and obey’ 1t ;
and they are profitably good, though not to

b Matth, v. 10.
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God in the inftances before mentioned, yct to
men. , But I procecd to fhew,

3. Why Ifrael, the people of God, of all
men, ought to do thefe things; and there are
two rcafons for it,

(1.) Becaufe they are under the greateft obli-
gations to do them. They are chofen of God
unto them ; though they are not chofen becaufe
thicy were holy, yct that they might be Loly in
heart and life ; though the adt of election pafled
before they had done ather good or evil, and fo
Is irrefpetive of their works ; yet they are fuch
which’ God hath fore-ordained tlat they fhould
walk in them; and it becomes them to make
their calling and cletion furek ; which fhould
bedonc, as it {fcems, by fome third thing, that
18, by good works; and fo fome copies read the
text. They are redeemed by Chrift for this end,
that they thould be a pcculiar people, zealous
of good works! ; and unlefs they are performed,
this end is not an{wered; fince they are re-
deemed from a wvain converfation™, they ought
not to follow one; and fince they are not their
own, but are bought with the price of Chrift’s
precious blood, they thould glorzfy him in their

i Eph. 1. 4. and i 10, k 2 Pet. 1. 10,
} Tit. i, 14. m g Pet.i. 19.
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body and fpiret, which are his, The love of
Chrift thould conftrain them to live to him who
died ior them, and rofe agamn: they are effec-
teally called by his grace, and though not ac-
cording to their works, yet with an holy call-
ing, and unto holinefs : fuch who are called,
ought to be holy, as he that has called them is
holy, and fhould, by their lives and converfa-
tions, thew forth the praifes of him who has
called them out of darknefs into marvellous
light,  They have received many exceeding
great anpd precious promifes from the’Lord,
that he will be with them, and not leave them
or forfake them; that he will help and
{trengthen them, and affift them in every duty,
and work in them both to will and to do of his
good pleafure; will carry on and perform his
good work in them until the day of Chrift, and
will be their God and Father, and they thall be
his fons and daughters, and ever continue in
this relation : and having, thercfore, thefe pro-
mifes, fays the apoftleo, let us cleanfe our-
Jelves from all filthinefs of the flefbo and fprrit,
perfelting holinefs in the fear of the Lord :
to which may be added, that they have received

n 1 Cor. vi. 19, 20: 2 Cor, v, 14.
o 2 Cor. vi, 17. and vii. 1,
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many mercies and favours from the Lord, botli
temporal and {piritual, which they are unwor-
thy of ; and thefe fhould influence and engage
them to the performance of good works : this
is an argument the apoftle Paul ufes to this
purpofe; I befeech you, therefore, brethren,
by the mercies of God, that ye prefent your bo-
dies a living facrifice, holy and acceptable Lo
God, which is your reafonable ferviceP,

(2.) Another reafon why of a// men the If-
rael of God, or his own fpecial people, ought
to*do good works, 1s, becaufe they are m the
beft capacity of doing them; nay, they are the
only perfons that can perform them aright.
There is no good thing in unregenerate men,
and therefore no good thing can come out of
them, or be donc by them; they have no true
knowledge of that which is good, and much lets
todoit; they haveno inclination or defire, nay,
an averfion to it; they have no free-will there-
unto, nor power to perform ; it may as reafon-
ably be expected to gather grapes of thorns, aud
figs of thiftles, as good works to be done by an
evil man; 3 w1cked mau i1s to every good
work reprabate and unfit: but Ifraelites melced,
they are good men, an:i {o capable of doing-good
works; aman muft firft be a good man before

p Rom, xii. 1, |
1€
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he can do good works : men begin at the wrong
end, when they propote to do good works; in
order to make themfelves good men ; the firft
concern fhould be to have a good work of grace
upon the heart, which is the Lord’s work ; for
unlefs there 1s a good work begun within, there
will be no good works done without ; the trec
muit firft be made good ere the fruit will be
good. Moreover, fuch are made alive by the
grace of God; the Spirit of life from Chrift has
entered into them; Chiift himfelf has {aid to
them whzlf in their blood, Liveda. Principles
of grace, life, and holinefs are wrought in their
hearts, and fo they are in a capacity, under the
influence of divine grace, of producing a&s of
holinefs, or of performing good works ; whereas
men dead in trefpafles and fins, are not able to
do any thing {piritually good, and at moft and
beft their works muft be dead works.  Spiritual
Ifrael are fuch as are regenerated and fanétified
by the Spirit of God, and fo are meet for the
mafer’'s ufe, and prepared unto every good
work r: the Spirit of God 1s put within them,
to caufe them to walk in the fatutes of the
Lord, and to keep his judgments and do thems.
They are ftrengthened by him with all might in

q Ezek. xvi. 6.  r 2 Tim,ii. 21, 8 Ezck. xxxvi. 27.
their
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their inward man for this purpofe. Befides,
they “are created in Chrif cfus unto good
workst; they are made new creitures i him,
and by Lim, for tiat end; they are branches in
him the vine, and by virtue of union to him,
and throuph abiding 1 him, bring forth fruit ;
without whom thev can do nothing, though all
things througle him firengthening them: to add
no more, they are believers in Chrift, and fo as
they are under obligation, as fuch, to be careful
20 mainlain good works ,; they are the only
perfons that can perform themin faith, without
which a man can do nothing that is pleafing to
God. Faith i1s an operative grace, it works by
Iove, and is always attended with the fruits of
righteoufnets and good works ; for good works,
as one w calls them, are fecond a&s neceflarily

flowing from a life of faith.

Secondly, There are fome things particularly,
which are to be Joné according to the times in
which the Iiracl of God live, or are in profpeét
of. In the annual difcourfe for the laft year,
and which has been publithed, I obferved to
you, that the times in which we are, are thofe
of the Saidian church, which reprefents the
reformed churches, and the latter part of thofe

t E}’h. il. IQ. n Tit. iii. 8.
w Amel. Mcdulla Theolog. L 2. ¢, 7, §. 38
times ;
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times ; in which that church, and thofe it is an
emblem of, would have no more than the name
of one, or the name of religion and Chriftianity,
without the lifc and power of 1t; and but few
whofe garments would be undefiled; and when
there would be a letting go, and departing from
the do&rines of the Reformation before heard
and received ; and which exally defcribe the
times in which we live : and" therefore what is
rccommended to that church, as what ought to
be done by them, fhould be obferved by uss.
Be watchful, and flvengthen the things whick
remain, that are rcady to die—remember, there-
Sfore, how thou haft received and heard, and
hold faft and rcpent. And,

1. Weought to be watchful. This concerns
not only minifters of the word, whofe fpecial
bufinefs it is to watch over themfelves and
others, to take hced to themfelves, and to their
dotrine, and to take care of the flock, over
which they are placed as overfeers, and fee to it,
that they are fed with wholefome food, and are
not infeCted with fulfe do&rine; but this is in-
cumbent on members of churches alfo; whatis
here exhorted to belongs to them, as our Lord
faid to his difciples ; What I fay unto you, I fay
unto all, Waich*; againft fin and the prevail-

x Mark xiii. 37.
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ing vices of the age, Satan and his temptationis;
falfe teachers and their pernicious dotrines ; we
live in enfnaring times, and therefore ought to
be on our watch and guard: Times of great
profanenefs and immorality, in which not
only the men, of the world, but profeffors of
rehgion, give themielves great liberties, and in-
dulge to a vdin converiation; and the more
wicked the times are, the more cautious Thould
we be, that we are net drawn afide by 1ll exam-
«ples; and the more fo, as they are fet by fuch
that profefs the fame name we do: Satanis very
bufy in Jaying {nares in the way of a profefling
people, in ufing all devices, and wiles, and ftra-
tagems, to decoy them from the paths of truth
1id righteoufnefs ; wherefore we ought to watc/
and pray, that we enter not into temptationy :
falfe teachers are every where lying in wait to
deceive, and therefore we eught to guard againft
them, and be careful that our minds are not
corrupted by them, from the frmplicity that is
sn Chrifiz; and that we are not carried away
with the error of the wicked2; and feeing the
end of all things is at hand, not only of the
world, and the things of it in general, but of
that church-ftate in which we are in particular;

y Mat, xxvi, 41, ¢ 2 Cor, i, 3, 2 2 Pet. iii. 17,

let
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et us  therefore be fober and watch unto
Arayerb. ]

The word here ufed in the exhortation to the
church at Sardis, is by fome rendered awake,
which fuggefts it to be a time of night, and {o
of fleepinefs, asindced it is now with us; they
that ﬂecp, fleep in the night; night coming
upon us, we are fallen aﬂeep; we are like the
virgins, wife and foolith, who while zAe bri:le-
groom tarried, not coming fo foon as expected,
all flumbered and fleptc; very little lively ex-
ercife of grace, or fervent difcharge of duty s
grcat coldnefs, lukewarmnefs, indifference, and
backwardnefs to {piritual exercifes: much flug-
githnefs and flothfulnefs, and a general content-
ment at moft in the outward form of religion;
2t 15 hagh time therefore to awake out of fleep i,
left the day of Chrift thould come upon us un-
awares. The exhortation of the apoftle is very
fuitable to us; Awake thou that fleepeft, and
arife from the dead, and Chriff fhall give thee
lighte: which words are not {poken to dead
finners, but to flecpy drowly profeflors, got
mto the company of carnal men, dead in fins,
from whofe converfation, which encourages a

b 1 Pet.iv, 7, ¢ Mat, xxv. 3.

4 Row xiit. 11, e Fph, v.14.
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drowfy frame, they are called. And now be-
ing called toawake, and being awake, we ought
to keep fo, and not fall afleep again; and the
rather, fince the grand enemy of Chrift and his
churches, is bufy in fowing his tares of falfc doc-
trines, which to do is now his proper time and
opportunity : whilc men flept, his enemy came
and fowed lares®. |

2. Strengthen bhe things which remain, that
are ready to dic: mecaning not fo much good
works, though thefe may be faid to be dying in
our day, as to the performance of them, and
may be faid to be ftrengthened, when men are
diligent to do their firft works ; nor the graces
of the Spirit, for however thefe in appearance
may feem expiring, when not in exercife, yect
in reality they cannot die, being the immortal
incorruptible feed of the Spirit of God ; befides,
1t 1s the Lord’s work to ftrengthen thefe; ra-
ther, the truths of the gofpel, preached at the be-
ginning of the Reformation with great vigour and
livelinefs, but now almoft dead, loft, and buricd ;
and therefore fhould be reftored, eftablithed, and
confirmed : but it {feems beft of all to underftand
the words of the members of this church-ftate,
(the ta loipa) the reft of them, thofe that are
left of the great number of them that have apof-

[ 3

£ M.teh, xiii, 235, .
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tatized, and yet in a fickly fiate, ready to give
up their religion and profeflion ; like thofe in
the Corinthian church, of whom the apoftle fays,
Many are weak and fickly among you, and
many fleep 5 : fome were wholly gone, had en-
tircly apoftatized, and others were weak and
tottcring, and ready to give up all ; now means
fhould be ufed, and attempts made to recover
thefe perions, whilft there is any hope of them,
to bring them back from whence they have par-
tially departed, to invigorate them with zeal for
Chrift, aud to eftablith them in the truths of the
gofpel ; as our Lord f{aid to Petcr, When thou
art converted, firengthen thy brethren®.

4. Remember how*'thou haft recetved and
heard, and hold faft and repent. Call to mind
the do@rines of the Reformation, how_ they
were received when firft heard; with what at-
tention and rcvererce they were liftened to;
with what affe@ion and joy they were received,
though now defpifed, difcarded, loft and buried
in forgetfulnefs ; fuch as juftification by the
righteoufnefs of Chrift, pardon by his blood, and
atonement by his facrifice : and you that know
the worth and value of thofe truths, and ftill
have them in efteem, Aold them fu/t 5 don’t let
them go, don’t part with them at any rate, no

g 1 Cor. xi. 30 b Luke xxiis 32,
E 2 not
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not the leaft branch of truth ; give up nothing 4
if you would keep the enemmy from within, pre-
ferve your outworks, ftand by them,” quit not
even fuch as may feem of the leaft importance
difpute every inch of ground; give not way in
any thing, nor for any time, zo not for an hour,
that the truth of the gofpel may continue wilh
gyoui: ’tis this giving up of one thing after an-
other that 1s the ruin of us ; what is the reafon
that deifm has bad fuch a {prcad among us of
latc years ? Among the 1eft, not only is 1t ow-
ing to the books wrote againft Chrittianity, but
to the weak anlwers to them, and feeble detences
of it ; one tiuth of the Bible being given up af-
tcr another, tll at length there 15 {carce any
thing left worth contending for.  And fo 1t is
i other controverfies among thofe that are called
Chrithians ; fomcthing 1s generally given up on
the file of truth, for which the writer 1s com-
plimented as an ingenious man, and a man of
cocd fenfe: this proves atnare to him, and when-
ever he writes agan, he’ll give up {fomething
morctoconfirmhischara&er; or another will ftart
vp, and take the fame method, obierving which
way the ftream of reputation runs, whillt thole
on tuc other fide fecretly Jaugh at them; and
thus arewe like iy to be wheedled and cagoled out

iGakiie s
' Id
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of truth, by artful and defigning men, on one
hand, and through the wcaknets of fome, on
the other : and we fhall have more and more of
this giving up of truth, as the night we are en-
tered into grows darker and darker ; what there-
fore we ought to do is, to get what gofpel-light
and knowledge we can, and keep what we have,
and part with none; but repent of our coldnefs
and indifference to gofpel-truths, ourinattention
to them, forgetfulnefs of them, and ynfruit-
fulnefs by them, and doour firft works of faith,
love, and zeal. And to thefe things we ought to’
do in the prefent times, may be added, what the
apoftle dire@s to, when he fays ; Walch ye, fland
fafin the faith, quit vou like men, be firong";
the former of thete exhortations 1s the fame as
before given, and the reft agree.  Wherefore,

4. Stand faft in the failh; in the grace of
faith, and in the do&rine of it, and in the pro-
feflion of both; don’t depart from the faith of
the gofpel, thaugh you live in times that others
do; and have lived to fece the times foretold,
that fome fhould depart from the faith, giving
heed to feducing [pirits!; butin thefedeparting
times, let 1t be your honour te ftand faft with-
out wavering ; e not moved away from the hope
of the gofpel m; from the gofpel itfelf, and that

k 1 Cory xvi. 13. 11 Tim, iv. 1, m Col, i. 23.

hope



[ 3% ]

hope which it gives of falvation, by Jefus Cluift,
and eternal hite through bim; fand fufl in one
Jpiret: let your whele foul and fpirit be in the
gofpel, and be zcaioufly affc@ed to it, and be
united in vour crdeavours to promote it; friv-
ing legether for the fai:h of 1t againit the coma
mon enemy ; co't'end earnlily for the faith once
del.vered to the farnesn; which 1:attempted to
be weefted out of your hands, and is in great
danger of being fo.  Let none of thefe things
moye you trom your clofeadhercnce toit, which
are objeéted to 1t, or you meet with an account
of your proicflion of it.  Abide by 1t, though
the greater number of men 1s againft it, and
thofe the rich, the wife, andlearned : and though
it may be charged with novelty and licentioufnefs,
and attended with reproach and perfecution,

s. Quit yo like men ; play the man; behave
like men of courage and valour ; be valiant for
the truth upon the earthe ; doastle guard about
Solomon’s bed did ; lct every man have Ais own
Jword upon his thigh, becaufe of fear in the
night?: it v a nght-fcafon with you already,
and 1t wiil bo a darker fhill; you’ll hear the
noifc of theencity  be not terrified at it; guard
ag ‘tnft i fears that may feize and furprife you :
ficht the Tord’s battles manfully : If the foun-

x Phili ;e Jude 3. o Jer. 1%, 3. P Cant. iii. 8.
dations
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dations be deflroyed, what can the righteousdo s
What indeed will they have to work, er build
upon, or even to ftand on, when the foundation
of all faith, hope, peace, and joy 1s removed ?
But then they fhould not look en as idle and un-
concerned {pe@ators of thefe things: what can
the vightcous do 2 They fhould build up as faft
as others pull down; do as Nehemiah and his
people did, work with one hand, and hold a
weapon with the otherr; a trowel in one hand,
and a {word 1n the other.

6. Be flrong ; not in yourfelves, but in thé
Lord, and in the power ot his might, in the
grace that is in Chrift Jefus; go to him for
ftrength under every trial and exercife, to carry
you through every fervice and fuffering for his
name-fake, and to oppofe every enemy, and to
maintain your ground againft them ; go not forth
in your own ftrength, but depend on him, and
his grace, which is {ufficient for you ; encourage
yourfelves in the Lord your God ; let not your
{pirits fink, your hearts fail, and be difcouraged;
but take heart, be of good courage; confider
you are engaged in a good caufe, fight under the
great Captain of your falvation, you may be fure
of vi®tory in the end, and that the iffue will be 2
crown of life and righteoufnels : wait on the

q 'L, xi, 34 r Neh. iv. 17,
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Lord, in the way of his appointments, which
is your duty, with patient fubmiffion to his will;
until the time of your deliverance and falvation
comes, and he will flrencthen your heart!; for-
tify your minds againit fear and danger.

7. Keep clofc to the word of God; make
that the rule and ftandard of your faith and
pra&ice; believe mol every [pirit, or every man
that pretends to be a {piritual man, and to have
the Spirit of God; don’t belicve every thing he
fays under that pretence, but try the fhirits
swhether they are of Godts try the {piritual doc-
trines he prefefles to deliver, by the word of
God; doas thenoble Berwans did, who fearched
the Scriptures daily whelher thefe were fo", as
they were reprefented by the apoftles; and the
more reafon there is for fuch carc and caution,
becaufe many falfe prophets are gone out into
the world, and deceive men, and deftroy their
fouls by their falfe do&rine; to i law, and
to the teflimong, to the do&rine of the gofpel tefs
tificd in the facred writings, bring every thing
they fay, and examine it by : 3f they [peak not
according to this word ; if their do&rines don’t
agree with it, can’t be proved and confirmed by
it, it is becaufe there is mo light in them v ;

I Pfal. xxvii. 14, 1 Johniv, 1.
u Afls xvil. I, W Ifas viil. 20,

though
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though they may pretend to great light, and even
revelations from the Lord, yet if what th'ey de-~
liver can’t be fcen by the light of the divine
word, their light 1s but darknefs ; the word of
the Lord 1s a lamp unto our feet, and a light
unio our path*; and vou would do well to
make ufe of it: and when 's a lamp or light
more proper for ufe than in a night-fcafon ?
The night 1s coming on, %herefore take your
lamp and light in your hand, the word of God,
and walk by it: this o5 the more fure word ofe
prophecy, by which you may fafely go; where-
unto ye do well that ye take hecd, as unto a
light that fhincth in.a dark place, until the
day dawn, and the day-flar arife in your
hearis, ; whilft the night you are in continues,
and until the morning comes, and the day breaks,
by the olorious appearing of the Sun of Righ-
teoufncts ; or, 1n other words, until the {pi-
ritual reign of Chrift begins.

8. Abide with the churches of Chrift, and
minifters of the gofpel, in the worthip of God,
and in the ordinances of his houfe : it 1s {aid to the
commendation of the tribe of Judah, Fudalh yet
rulethwith God, and us faithful withthe fatnts;
by no means forfake the affembling of your-
felves together, but keep clofe ong to another ;

X Pl exiv. o Y 2 Pet. i, 19, 7 Hof, xi. 12.
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and fo much the move as you fec the day ap-
_ﬁroac/z'z'ng“; or time and hour of temptation
coming that is to trv them that dwellupon the
carth; where the flepierd's tents are da you
fix yours, and there abide; lct nothing divert
you, or caufe you to turn afide from the churches
of Chrift, to which you belong, nor from his
faithful minifters ; no, let not a cry concerning
Chrift himfelf move you from thence ; our T.ord
has cautioned his followcrs againft this, If any
anan flall fay unio you, Le hereis Chryfi, or
there, believeit not®; Chrift is where you arc;
he is preached by his minifters, and in the
churches you attend upon, and that 13 cnough
for you ; this you are certain of; it may not be
where the cry is: however, what {vperates you
from the churches and minifters of Chnift can
never be right; Chrift and” bis minifters, and
churches, are not to be divided : there werc {fome
in the Corinthian chutch for Paul, inoppofition
to Apollos 5 and others for Apollos, inoppofition
to Paul; and fome for Cephas, in oppofition to
Paul and Apollos; 21d others weie for Chnift,
in oppofition to them all they were for Chrift
without his minifters ; ¢s Chrifl divided® from
his minifters and from his churches? No, beis
pot ; and fuch are they who are for Chnft and

a Hep, x. 25, b Mait, xxiv, 23, ¢ 1 Cor. i, 12, 13

10



[ 43 ]

uo order, Chrift, and no ordinances, Chrift, and
no minifters. y

g- Since there is a time of darknefs, a night-
{eafon coming on, Prepare to meet thy God,
O Ifraeld; with fubmiffion to his will, with
dependence on him, and with expeftation of
fupport under the trying exercife and detiverance
out of it. Remember it 15 24y God, thy cove-
nant-God and Father, who will never leave
thee, nor forfake thee ; wherefore,

10. Don’t be difcouraged, for though the af- |
fliGtion will be fharp, it will be thort ; the fe-
verity of it will laft but threec days anda half,
that is, three years angd. a half; and then a glo-
rious time, and a glorious ftate of the church
will follow: and Chrift has promifed, that
fuch that keep the word of his patience, he will
keep from the hour of temptation, which fhall
come wpon all the world, to try them that dwell
wpon the earth©; and therefore when you per-
cetve it coming on, and the figns of it, look up,
end lift up your heads; dop’t be caft down,
rather rejoice, for your redemption draweth
nighf: the night of weeping will foon be over,
and joy will come in the morning.

And now, as to the morningthat will follow
after, this you fhould moft firmly believe;

d Amos iv, 12. e Rev. 111, 100 f Luke xxi. 28.

though



[ 44

though fcoffers may mock at it, and carnal ptoa
feflots be unconcerned about it, and give no cres
dit to it; yet affure yourfelves, a little while,
.and hethat thall come will come, and will not
tarry 3 pray for his kingdom and coming ; give
him no reft day nor night, till he arife and has
tnercy on*Zion, and make -his Jerufalem the
praife of the whole earth: be hafting in your
warm affe@ions, and earneft defires, after thofe
glorious times, which God will haften in his own
dime; and in the darkeft {eafon look for this
morning, for at evening-time it fhall be light8 ;
and a glorious one 1t will be, as a morning when
the fun rifes, a morning without clouds, 1 fhall
clofe all with thofe words of our Lord; Ler
your loins be girded about; and your lights
burning, and ye yourfelves like unto men that
wait for their Lord. And now, as I have
thewn you whatIfrael ought to do in thofc times,
Blefed is that fervant whom his Lord, when
he cometh, fball find fo doing®.

& Zech. xiv. 7@ h Luke xii. 38, 36. 43.
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s CHRON. XX. 20.

~— Believe in the Lord your.God, fo fball ye
be efiablifhed ; believe his Frophets, fo fhall

ye profper.

IN the beginning of this chapter, we have an
account of an invafion of the land of Judea,

in the times of Jehothaphat, by the neighbour-
ing nations, who joined in confederacy againft
the Jews, Thefe people were always a typical
people, and in this their cafe and cir¢umftances
were an emblem of the church and people of
God; who in their prefent ftate are militant,
They are furraunded with enemies, as the Jews
were, which are many, lively, and ftrong;
they have numerous flethly lufts, which war
A2 againft
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againf} their fouls; and fome enemies that are
‘ot fleth and blood, but fpiritual wickednefles,
with whom they wreftle ; and cven the whole
world is againft them, and bate, oppofe, and
perfecute them in one fhape or. another to the
uttermott; fo that,.upon one account.or anos
ther, for the moft part, without are fighlings,
wilhin are_fears®.

The method Jehofhaphat and his people took
in this their diftrefs, was to feek the Lord by
prayer, and afk help of him. Prayer isa {pe-
cial piece of the Chriftian armour; it is the laft
that 1s mentioned jn the account of 1t 5 it is the
dernier refort of believers, and which they often
ufe to good purpofe and great advantage, There
were fome fort of devils i Chrnift’s time, who
could not be difpofiefled by any other means:
Satan has often felt the dint of this weapon of
‘,o;u;u warfare, and. dreads it; and dreaded it has
been by fome of his inftraments.,  Mary, Queen
of Scots,.ufed to fay, that fhe dreaded inore the
prayers of John Knox, afamous Reformer, than
ten thoufand armed men ; {o effectual is the fer-
vent prayger of the righteous, as for the bring-
ing down the bleflings of the covenant of grace

a 2 Cor. vii, g.

upon
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upon them, fo for the intim'idating of their ene-
mies, and for their prote&ion from them.

The excellent prayer of Jehothaphat, on this
occafion, is rccorded; which begins with tak-
ing notice of the place of the divine refidence,
heaven ; in like manner as our Lord taught his
difciples to pray, faying firft of all, Our Father
which art in heaven®; and of the fovereignty
of God over all the kingdoms of the world; and
of his uncontroulable and irrefiftable poWer§
and of his being the covenant-God and Father of
his people; all which are neceflary to be ob-
{ferved b)\r' us, in our addrefles to him, to raifein
our minds juft ideas of him, and to encourage
ouy faith and hope in him. ~ The royal faint goes
on to make mention of the works of God of
old.j, his works of power and might, of grace
and goodnefs, in driving the heathens out of the
land of Canaan, and giving it to the feed of
Abraham for ever; from whence he lioped and
concluded, it would not be given up again into
the hands of tlieir enemies. He takes notice of
the fantuary or temple that was built in. it,
where Jehovahy dwelt, granted his prefence to
his people, and heard and helped them in the
gimes of their diftre(s; which was a type of

b Mat, vi. g.
Chrift’s
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'Chrift’s human nature, the temple of his body,
the true tabernacle which God pitched, and not
man, in which dwells all the fulnefs of the
Godhead; and, for the fake of him, the Lord
hears and anfwers the prayers of his people,
when they look, as Jonah did, é’wam’: his holy
temple« ; and which, with great pertinency, 1s
here obferved. Next the ingratitude of their ene-
mies is taken notice of ; when Ifrael came put of
Egypt, and pafled through the wildernefs, they
were bid not to meddle or diftrefs the Meabites,
Ammonites, and Edomites, but turn away from
thém, as they did; who now reward them evil
for good, by attempting to difpofiefs them of the
Iand given them to inherit: and therefore it
was hoped the Lord would judge their caufe, and
right their wrongs ; fince the king and his peo-
ple had no power to oppofe fuch a numcrous
army that was come up againft them; but their
eyes were to the Lord, and on him were their
dependance, and with him they left the iffue
of things.

The Lord prefently thewed himfelf to be a
God jhearing and anfwering prayer; for imme-
diately, as the king and all tl:c people ftood be-
fore the Lord, to hear what he wouyld fay unto

¢ Jonuh il, 4.

them,
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them, the Spirit of the Lord came upon- Jabaﬁ
ziel, a Levite, who ftood up and prophefied, and
bid the people not to be difmayed at the num-
ber of their enemies 3 told where they were to
be met with ;%flured them of vitory, nay,
that they had no need to fight, the Lord would
fight for them ; and that they had nothing to do,
but to ftand ftill and fee the falvation of God;
which meflage Jehothaphat and the people re-
ceived with faith, with holy reverence and
godly fear, bowing their hedds and worfhip-
ping: and fo fully affured were they of the
truth of what was promifed them, that they
fung the praifes of God, before the delive-
rance was wrought ; upon which they marched
out to meet the enemy, when Jehothaplgt, at
the head of his army, addrefled it in the words
firft read; Believe in the Lord your Gad, -fo
Shall ye be efablifbed ; believe his prophets; fo
Jhall ye profper : ¢ Do not truit in your nums-
¢ bers, nor in your own ftrength, courage, and
¢ {kill; but truft in your covenant-God, fo
¢ fhall ye be ftrengthened, confirmed, and
¢ animated to engage your enemies, with.true
¢ fortitude of mind; believe what he has - faid
¢ by his prophets, particularly by Jahaziel,
¢ who has juft now delivered a meflige from
¢ him to you, {o fhall ye fucceed- agam{t your
‘¢ enemies,
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& enemies, and obtain a coinplete victory ovef
¢ them.” THhis is the fenfe of the wotds re-
fpe@ing the prefent cafe; but they may be ap-
plied to believers in any age or period of titne,
in whatfoever cife or circumftanees they may
be;  the main and.principal thing in them is
faith or believing : coneerning which,

I. T fhall confider the kind and nature of it.

I1. The obje&s of it, as here expreflcd, the
. Lord God and his prophets.

11. The advantages arifing from it, effablifb«

ment and profperily.
I. I fhall confider the kind and nature of

faith : there are various forts of faith, as the
apoftle fuggefts, when he faysd, Though I
have all_faith ; that is, all forts of faith, which
he fuppofes a man may have, and not have chas
rity, love, or true grace; he means all forts but
one ; namely, fpecial faith; for wholocver has
that, has charity or love; for faith worketh by
lovee : however there are feveral forts or kinds
of faith.

1. There is a faith of miraclcs, or of doing

miracles; and which the apoftle, in the above
words has in view, fince it follows, /o that 1

d 1 Cor. xiil. 2, e Gal, v. 6.

could
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could remove miountains ; referring to what our
Lord faid to his difciples ;- Jf ye have faith as
a grain of muflard-feed, ye frall fay unto this
mountain, Remove hence to yonder place, and.
it fball remove ; and nothing fhall be impoffible
unto you. Chrift, when he gave his difciples
a commiffion to preach the gofpel, gave them
power of working miracles to confirm it; he
gave them power over unclean fpirits,. to caft
them out, and to heal all:manner of difeafes s

and Judas, no doubt, .h'ad- this pawer as well as
the roft ; for a man in thefe times.. might have

fuch a faith, and fuch a power, and yet not

.have that fpecial faith wgigh iffyes in falvation.

We readg of fome that aft out devils in the
name of Chrift, and yet are not, and will ngt be
known and acknowledged by him as his.

2. There is a faith which is commonly called
an haftorical faith ; which 1s a2 mere affent to a
fet of propofitions as true, and which are true
in themfelves; as,

" That there 1s but one God. ‘That there is a
God, may be known and believed by the light
of nature, may be concluded from the things that
are made by him ; and that this God is but one,

f Mat. xvii, 20. | g Mat, bii, 22, 23,
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is the voice of reafon and revelation ; the lan-
guage both of the Old and of the New Teftament ;
the faith of Jews and Chriftians § and it is right
to believe it; and which may be done where
there is not true fpecial faith : thou believeft
that there is one God, thou doff well, the devils
alfo believe and tremblet : that is, they believe
there is one God, and know there 1s but one,
and tremble through fear of his awful majetty.

* With this fort of faith a man may believe
all that is faid and is true of Jefus Chrift; as
that he is God over al, blefled for ever; the
true God and eternal life ; that he is the Son of
God, and Saviour of the world ; that he is God
and man in one perfon ; that he became incar-
nate ; that he fuffered and died for the fins of
men ; that he was buried, and rofe agaiu from
the dead ; that he afcended up to heaven, 1s fet
down at the right hand of God, and will come
a fecond time to judge the world; all which a
man may belicve, and yet be deftitute of the
true grace of God. There are indeed fome
ftrong expreffions in the epiftle of the apoftle
John, .where he fays, that every Jpirit that con-
feffeth that Fefus Chrift is come in the flefb, is

h James ii. 19,

of
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of Godi; and whofocver believeth that Yefus
25 the Chriff, is born of God¥ : whereas now
there are all nations that believe thefe things,
of multitudes of whom it cannet be thought
that they are regenerate perfons. It will help
us over this difficulty a little by confidering
times, and times : in the apoftles times, thefe
truths were generally denied; the whole world,
Jews and Gentiles, oppofed them ; and then for
a man to believe and profefs them in the face of
all oppofition, and under the {candal of the
crofs, was a great matter; it was reckoned a
proof of true grace, and a criterion of a man’s
regeneration: but now fince Chriftianity is eftas
blithed, and become the religion of nations, to.
believe all this is no mark or fign of being born
again 3 for fuch a national faith is no better than
the faith of Indians and Mahometans, only it
happens to have a better objet; for the ground
and reafon of it is the fame; namely, being
born and brought up among thofe who generally
believe in the fame way Though it may be, the
true fenfe of the above expreflions is this ; that
every one that embraces, pofleffes, or preaches
that Chrift is come in the fleth, or is become in~

1 1 Joha iv. 3. k1Johnv. 1.

B 2 carnate,
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carnate, is on the fide of God aud truth ; and that
whoever believes that Jefus of Nazareth is the
true Mefliah, is a regenerate perfon ; that is,
not barely aflents to this truth; but whereas
his work, as the Meffiah was to make atone-
nent for fin, and procure the pardon of it, and
brmg in everlafting righteoufnefs, and obtain fals
vation for men ; he deals by faith with him for
thefe thipgs ; with his atoning facrifice for the
expiation of fin; with his blood for pardon and
cleanfing, and with his righteoufnefs for juftificas
tion; receiveshim as a Saviour, and depends upon
him for life and falvation; otherwife, barely
believing him to be the Mefiiah, is no other than
what the devils themfelves do; who, in the days
of his fleth, knew and owned him to be the
Chrift,. the Son of Godl.

With this fort of faith a man may belicve all
the doctrines of the gofpel, and yet not have the
root of the matter in.him, or true grace, Men
may have the whole form of gofpel-do&rine in
their heads, and deny the power of it, or not fecl
it in their hearts ;  they may believe the things
concerning the kingdom of Gad and Jefus Chrift,
as Simon Magus did, or howevcr profefled to
do, and yet be, wnth him in the gall of bitter-
nefs and bond of mlqulty Yea, many have

1 Luke iv. 34 I
had
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had fuch a degree of knowledge in evang'élical
things, as to be able to preach the gofpel clearly
and diftinély, to prophefy or preach in Chrift’s
name, and yet knew him not fpiritually and
experimentally, or were known by him; they
may {peak with the tongues of men and an-
gels, have all knowledge and all faith of this
kind, and yet be without charity or true love to
God, to Chrift, and to divine and f{piritual
things. Indeed, withcut believing the gofpel,
of Chrift, and the things.concerning him, there
can be no true faith in him: men can’t bechil-
dren of light without. believing the light of the
gofpel, or giving credit to the gofpel-revelation ;
and therefore our Lord exhorts men to believe in
the light, that thewmight be children of the
light™ :, the way and means of being fo, is to
attend unto and believe the gofpel-fcheme ; but
then this may be believed. and yet men fall
fhort of the true light of ipecial grace.

"This faith is but a temporary faith, a believ-
ing for a while ; and it need not be thought
ftrange if perfons that have only this thould
make fhipwreck of it, and put away a good
confcience ; and which is no inftance of a true
believer’s falling away from grace; whereas
thofe who have true faith, and live by it on

m b x'i. 6.
Jobo 3h- 3 Chrift,
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Chrift, are not of them.that draw back unto
perdition, but of them that believe to the faving
of the foul : which brings me to obferve,

" 3. That there is a {pecial and fpiritual faith,
to which falvation is annexed ; with which he
that believes thall be faved according to the gof-
pel-declaration ; aind which direts and encou-
rages fenfible finners to look to Chrift, and be-
lieve in him, afiuring them they fhall be faved.
The fcheme of {alvation the gofpel publithes and
proclaims 1s, that it is by grace through faith
in Chrifi ; heunce, I fuppofe, it 1s’that this fort
of faith is commonly called faving faith, to
diftinguifh it from others; though I think not
with ftri& juftnefs and propriety, and could
wifh the phrafe was difufcd ; fince it feems to
derogate and detra& frem%he glory of Chrift,
who is the alone Saviour, and to carry off the
mind from the objcét of faith, to.the act of it.
But be this as it will ;

This fort of faith 1s not of a man’s felf; it
does not owe its original to the creature ; it 1s
exprefsly denied to be of man; that not of
yourflves, it 1s the gift of God »; it it not the
etfet of pure nature ; it is not the produce of
man’s free-will and power; all men have not
Jaithp ; there are few that have it, and thofe

% Eph. ii. 8 p 2 Thefl. iii, 3. h
that
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that have it, have it not from nature, but by
the grace of God. No man , fays Chrift, can
come unto me; that 1s, believe in him; for
coming to Chrift, and believing in him are the
{ame thing, except it were given him of my Fa~
ther 4. And again, No man can come unto me,
except the Father, whick hath fent me, draw
him" ; that is, by the influence of his Spirit
and grace.

Nor is this fort of faith of the law of works s
for asthe law is not of faith®, fo neither is faith
of the law ; the law 1s not fo much as the
means of it, nor does it reveal the obje&, nor
require the a&, or dire&t and encourage to it : it
is not the means of true faith in Chrift ; faitk
comes by hearing the word of God:; but by
what part of it ? not the law but the gofpel;
recerved ye the Spirit by the works of the law,
or by the hearing cf faith® ? that is, by the
preaching of the law, and the works of It, or
by the preaching of the do&rine of faith ? by the
latter, and not the former: and as the Spirit is not
received in that way, or by fuch means, fo not
the graces of the Spirit, and particolarly
faith. How thould it come this way, fince
the law does not reveal the object of it, Chrift,

9 Johnvi. 6. T John vi. 44. s Gal, iii. 12,
Tt Rom, 2. 17, w Gal. iii, 2.

or
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or gwe the leaft hint concerning Lim | By t/e
law is the knowledge of fin™; but not the
knowledge of a Saviour from fin: did it re-
veal Chrift to a poor awakened finner, it
would not work that wrathin his confcience,
or leave him without hope of mercy, as it
‘does; and if it knows nothing, and makes
known nothing of the object of f:{i‘th, how can
it be thought it thould require the a& of it ?
does it rcqmre an act upon an unknown ob-
.Je&? does it require men to believe in an
obje& it does not r.veal or give the leaft dif-
covery of ! how fhould they belicve in con-
fequence of fuch arequirement, of whom they
have not heard the leaft tittle from the law?
nor does the law give any diretion or en-
couragement to fouls to believe in Chrift ; its
language is, Dothis and lvex, but not belivve
in Chrifi and be favedy; this is the voice of
the gofpel and not of the law. Should it be
faid that faih is reckoned among the
weightier matters of the law*; this is to be un-
derftood either of ﬁdelxty, of faithfulnefs among
men, or of truft in God, as the God of na~
tude and providence, €c. giving credit to the

» Rom. iii. 20., x Gal, iii, 12, y A&tsxvi. 31,
s Matt, xxiil, 23,
revelation
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revelation of his will, and the worfhip of him
according to 1t. .

True faith in Chrift comes from another
quarter than from the covenant of works,
and flows in another channel; it is a blefling
of the covenant of grace, of that covenant
which is ordered in all things, and furea;
for- the glory of God, Father, Son, and Spi-
rit, and for the good of the covenant-anes;
it provides all bleffings of grace for them,
for time and eternity, and among the reft
faith in Chrift Jefus, This lays open and ex-
pofes a miftaken and falfe notion of fome
who aflert, that faith and repentance are con-
ditions of the covenant of grace, when they
are the bleflings of it, included in that pro-
milc ; A new heart alfo will Igive unto you,
and a new [pirit will Iput within you; and I
will lake away the flony heart out of your flefb,
and IT'will grve you an heart of flefob; and thefe
are gifts without repentance, which God
never revokes or takes back, or fuffers to be
of no effe®. Faith in Chnft is the fruit of
eleting grace, and is as fure as falvation it-
felf ; the one i1s in the decree of the means,
the other in the decree of the end; that de.

2 2 Sam, xxiii. §. b Ezek. xxxvi, 26.
C cree
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cree of cle¢tion, which fecures the end. fi.lva-
tion, fccures alfo the means, fanllificaizon of
the Spirit, and belief of the lruthe; or taith
in Chrift, who 1s the truth; fo it has been
in all ages, now is, and ever fhall be, that
as many as were oidained unto eternal Ife
belicvedd ; hence true faith is called the faith
of God’s eletfe; it being certain, proper and
peculiar to them ; and this is the true reafon
why one beliwves, and another does not; as
«our Lord fays of fome, Yz believe not, becaufe
ye are not of my fleepf; the theep which the
Father gave unto me in cleftion, and in the
covenant of gracc: let any man rife up and
give a better rcafou if he can, than this that
Chrit has given, why onc believes 1 him,
and another does not.  Believing in him 15 the
pure gift of God, of his rich {overeign and dif-
tinguithing grace; e gives it to one, and de-
nies it to another, as he pleales; he Aides the
things of Chrift, and of the gofpcl, from the
wife and prudent, and does not vouchfafe unto
them fa:th in them ; and reveals them wunio
bubes ; and gives them faith in his Son ; and no
other reafon can be given of it than his fovereign

¢ 2 Thefllii. 138 8 Ads xiii. 48, e Tit, 1. 1,
¢ John x. 26.

pleafure :
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plealure : even [> Father, fays Chift, for fo
et Jeemed good in thy fights.

Special faith in Chrift is of the operation of
the Spirit of God ; he produces it by his migh-
ty power in the foul ; he enlightens the mind,
reveals the obje&, brings near Chrift, his righ-
teoufnefs and falvation, and enables the fenfible
finner to look unto him, lay hold on him, and
receive him as his Saviour and Redeemer :
hence he is called the Spurit of faithh ; becaufe
Lie is the author of it, who begins and carries
on, and will perform the work of faith with
power ; the principal ufe of which grace is to
receive all from Chrift, and give him the
glory. God has put this honour upon it, to
conftitute and appoint it to be the receiver-ge-
nerat of all the bleflings of grace. It receives
Chrift himf{elf as the Father's free-gift ; it re-
ceives out of the fulnefs of Chrift, even
grace for grace, or an abundance of it; it re-
ceives the blefling of righteoufnefs from the
Lord for juftification ; it receives the ramiffion
of fins through his blood, accerding to the gof=
pel-declaration ; it receives the adoption of chil-
dren, in confequence of the way being opened for
it through the redemption which is in Chrift ;
1t receives the inheritance among*them that are
fanétified, the right unto it, and the claim upon

£ Matt. x1. 28, L 2Coi.in
C =2 it 3
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4

it; and to this poft it is advanced, that all the
glory might redound to the grace of God ; 1t s
of faith, that it might be by gracei : there are
other ufes of faith, and a&ings ofit, which will
be obferved under the following head. I now
proceed to confider,

I1. The obje&s of faith, as in the words di-
reCted to, the Lord God and his prophets.
11t. T'he Lord our God, who is the one Lord to be
believed in; Hear, O Ifrael, the Lord our God
25 one Lord*: from which paflage the ancient
Fews 1 have eﬁlbhthed the do&rine of -a Trinity
of perfons in the Godbead, as well as the doc-
trine of the unity of the divine Being ; and cer-
tain itis, that Father, Son, and Spirit, are the
one God ; and each, and every one of them, are
to be believed in, and are the proper objects of
faith.,

t. God the Father is the obje&t of faith,
who is to be believed in ; and to believe in him,
is not merely to believe his exiftence and per-
feCtions, for he is a fool indeed that believes
there is no God: nor merely to believe in him
as the God of nature and providence, and to
truft in him for the prefervation of life, and
the continuance of the bleflings and mercies of

i Rom. iv, 16. k Deut. vi. 4.

) See my Expofition of 1 Johnv, 5. .
' 1t,
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it, and to glorify him for them; though there
are fome who believe there is a God, yet do not
glorify him as fuch, nor truft in his goodnefs,
nor are thankful for providential favours : but to
believe in him with a fpecial faith, 1s to believe
in him as he has proclaimed his name in Chrift,
A God gracious and merciful, pardoning ini-
quily, tranfgreffion and finm; it is to believe
in him as our covenant God and Father, for fo
he is to his people in Chrift; he is to them
what he is to him, as he fays®, I afcend to
my Father, and your Father, and to my God,
and your God : it was a noble a&t of faith ex-
prefled by Davido, 1 trufled in thee, O Lord,
I faid, Thou art my God,; and {uch thould be-
lieve that this God, who is their God, will be
their God and guide even unto death ; fince co-
venant-relation always fubfifts, and can never
be made void. And whereas the Father of
Chrift {ftands in the relation of a Father to his
people ; it becomes them, having had the tef-
timony of the Spirit of adoption, witnefling to
their fpirits that they are the children of God,
to call him in faith, and with a filial fear and
reverence, their Father, and not turn away
from him: to believe in him, is to believe ‘in

m Exod. xxxiv. 6. 1 John xx,17.  © Pf xxxi. 14.

his
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his cyerlafting and unchangeable love; and to
believe that it is fo, and thur intereft in it, it
being fhed abroad in their hearts, by the Spirit
. given unto them ; this love being declared unto
them by the Lord himfelf, and affirmed in the
ftrongeft terms, fayingP, I have loved thee with
an everlafling love ; of which he has given full
proof, not only by his choice of them in Chriit,
and by the redemption of them through him,
but by drawing them with loving kindnefs to
*himfclf, in effcGual vocation; it thould be be-
lieved : it 1s a glorious a¢t of faith of the apoi-
tle's, when he faysq, [ am perfuaded, that
neither death nor life, nor angels, nor prin-
cipalities, mor powers, nor things prefent, nor
things to come, mor height, nor depih, nor any
other creature, fhall be able to feperate us from

the love of God, which is in Chriff fefus our
Lord ; this is to be rooted and .grounded in it.
To believe i1 God the Father, 1s to believe in
him as the God of all grace, the author and nger
of it; that his grace 1s fufficient for us in all
times of need; that he is able to caufe all
grace to abound towards us; and that he will
fupply all our wants, according to his riches
in glory by Chrift Jefus: it is to believe in his

p Jer.xxxi. 3. q Rom. viii. 38, 39.

promifes,
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promifes, which are exceeding great and pre.
cious ; that he is faithful who hath promifed,
and will perform ; that he will never {uffer his
faithfulnefs to fail, nor any good word which
he has {fpoken ; that all his promifes are yea and
amen in Chrift: it is to believe in his power,
that he is able alfo to perform and make good
what he has {aid; and likewife that there is in
bim everlafting ftrength, and that according to
his promife, as our day is, our ftrength fhall
be; and that we are, and fhall be kept by his®
power, through faith, unto falvation.

2. Jefus Chrift, the Son of God, is alfo the
objett of faith : Ye believe in God, believe alfo
in me", {fays Chrift himfelf; who is God as
well as the Father, and to be believed in
equally with him : the gofpel dire&s to faith in
Chrift, and it is the principal thing it encourages
to; the minifters of it point him out to fenfible
and diftrefled finners, faying, Believe on the
Lord Fefus Chriff, and ye fball be faveds: the
fum of the golpel, of the word of faith is,
That if thou fbalt confefs with the mouth the
Lord Fefus, and foall believe in thine heart
that God hath raifed him from the dead, thou
Jhalt be faved ; for with the heart man believeth

r John xiv. 11, s Alts xvi. 31,

unto
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unto righteoufnefs, and with the mouth confe/-
_fion is made unto falvatzont The Targum, or
Chaldee paraphrafe of our text, is, Belicve in
the word of the Lord your God ; where the Pa-
raphraft, by the memra Fehovah, or word of the
Lord, docs not mean the written word of the
Lord, the Scriptures; nor the oral word of the
Lord, what was {poken by the prophets, as it
1s {a3jd he fometimes does; fince it follows, in
the fame paraphrafe, Belicve in his law, and
ein his prophets; wherefore it is to be under--
ftood of the eflential Word, the Son .of God,
who is to be believed in; and various are the
a&s of faith which are exercifed on him, or be-
lieving on him is exprefled by various things.
Faith in Chrift 1s fignified by feesng him,
and looking unto him; an unknown Chrift can-
not, but an unfeen Chrift is, and may be, the
object of faith : Faith is the evidence of things
not feen ¥, the principal of which 1s an unfeen
Chrift: the believer, by faith, beholds the
glory of his perfon, the fulnefs of his
grace, the excellency of his righteoufnefs, the
precioyfnefs and efficacy of his blood, and the
fuitablenefs of his falyation; and it looks to
him for peace and pardon, for righteoufnefs,
etcrnal life and happinefs; and keeps looking

t Roin. x. g, 10e u Heb, xi. 1, .
to
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to him as the author and finither of faith, Jt°
is a motion of the foul towards Chrift; it not
only looks at him, and gazes with admiration
and pleafure on the glories of his perfon, and
the riches of his grace, but goes out unto him:
faith is the foul's coming to Chrift, which it
1s encouraged to do, by his kind invitation,
Come unto me, all ye that labour, and are heavy
laden, and Iwill give you refiw; and by his
gracious declarations and refolutions, that he
will in no wife caft out him that cometh to,
him*: yea, it is expreflfed by a fwift motion to
him; by a fleeing to him for refuge, under a
fenfe of fin and danger; by running to the
name of the Lord for fafety, which isasaftrong
tower; and by turninginto the ftrong-hold
Chrift, as prifoners of hope: to believe in him,
is not only to behold him with an eye of faith,
to flce and come unto him in a way of believing,
but to lay hold wpon him, and embrace him;
for Chrift is a tree of life to them that lay hold
upon him, and happy 1s every one #hat retarn-
eth himy: it is to lay hold upon the fkirt of
him thatis a Jew; to lay hold upon his righ-
teoufne(s ; tolay hold upon his firength ; tolay
hold upon his covenant ; the bleffings and pro-
mifes of it ; to lay hold on him, 3s the Mediator

w Matth. xi, 28. x John vi. 37, Y Prov. iii. 18-

D of
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of the covenant; to hold him faft, and not let
bim go ; faying with Job, Though ke flay me, yet
will Itru in him—he alfo fhall be my fal-
vationz. Faith in Chrift 1s a leaning on nm,
while pafling through this wildernefs; 1t 15 a
recumbency, a relying upon him for falvation ;
a ftaying a man’s felf upon the mighty God of
Jacob; laying the whole ftrefs of his falvation
on him ; cafting all his care, and all his burdens
on him, who has promifed to fuftain him and
‘them ; believing he is able to keep Lim from
falling, and to keep what he has committed to
him: for to believe in Chrift, is to give up all
ito his hands, our fouls, and the eternal con-
cerns of them; to expedt all grace, and all the
fupplies of it from him, even all grace heic,
and glory hereafter : it is, in one word, to deal
with his perfon for acceptance with God ; with
his blood for pardon and cleanfing; with his {a-
crifice for atonement; with his nbhtcoufueib
for juftification ; with his fulnefs for every {up-
ply ofgmce, looking for his mercy unto eternal
lite,

3. The Holy Spirit of God is likewife the ob-
je&k of faith; we read and hear much of faith in
Gad, and of faithin Jefus Chrift, but very little
of faith in thé Holy Ghoft; and yet as he 1s

2 :}ob. Xiil, 15, 10.
the
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the one God with the Father and the Son, he is '
equally to be believed in as they are: and we
are not only to believe his being and pertections,
his deity and perfonality, his offices as a fanc-
tifier and comforter, and the operations of his
grace on the fouls of men; but there are par-
ticular aés of faith, truft, and confidence, to be
cxercifed on him: as he is God, he is to be
worthipped, and this can’t be done aright with-
out faith ; he is particularly to be prayed unto,
and there is no praying to him, nor praying in.
him, without faith ; we are to truft in him for
his help and affiftance in prayer, and indeed in
the exercife of every seligious duty, and even of
cvery grace. I fear minifters of the word do
not truft in him as they fhould do in the dif-
charge of their work, nor private Chriftians in
the p.rformanoe of theirs: and befides all this,
there 1s an a& of fpecial faith to be put forth.
upon him, as upon the other two perfons; for
as we are to truft in God the Father to keep us,
through his power to falvation, and to truft in
Chrift for the falvation of our fouls, and to
truft the falvation of them with bim; fo we
are to truft in the Holy Spirit for carrying on,
and finifhing the work of grace on our fouls,
who 15 equal toit; weare to tyuft the whole
of it with hum, and be confident of this very
D2 thing ;
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things as we may be, as of any one thing in
the world, that ke, the Spirit of God, which
hath begun a good work in us, will perform
until the day of Jefus Chriftb.

2dly, The prophets of the Lord are to be
believed ; firft the Lord, and then his prophets
being fent by him, and coming from him,
‘bringing a meflage from him, and declaring his
will ; fo the children of Ifrael at the red fea be-
lieved the Lord and his fervant Mofes «.
* 1. By the prophets are meant the prophets of
the Old Teftament, who are to be believed,
fince they fpoke as they were moved by the
Holy Ghoft; the Spirit of the Lord fpoke by
them, and his word was in their longued : he
dictated to them what they thould fay; he led
them into all truths they delivered ; be indited
the fcriptures of truth, and therefore they ought
to be credited as fuch: nay, notonly all fcrip-
ture is given by infpirvation of God, even all
the writings ot the prophets; but whatfoever
things were written afore-time, were written
Jor our learning, that we through patience and
comfort of the fcriptures might have bope : the
whole of fcripture is profitable for doétrine, for
reproof, for correclion, and for infiruttion in

b Phil. 1. 6. ¢ Exed. xiv. 31.

d 2 Pet, i. 21, 2 Sum. xxiii. 2. _
righteoufnefs ;
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righteoufnefs¢; which feveral advantageous
ufes fhould the more recommend the writings
of the prophets to our faith and love ; and efpe-
cially fince they contain many things in them
concerning Chriit, the more immediate object
of fpecial faith ; there are many things in the
Pfalms, and in the law, and in the prophets
concerning him; Mofes wrote of him, andall
the prophets bear witnefs to him. Their writ-
ings abundantly teftify of him, of his 'perfon,
offices, and grace, of what he fhould be, and
what he thould do and {uffer; they teftified be-
fore-hand of the fufferings of Chrift, and the
glory that fhould follow ; and efpecially we, at
this time of day, have great reafon to believe
the prophets, fince the far greater part of what
they prophefied of, is exatly come to pafs,
The prophecies of Ifaiah, concerning the capti-
vity of the Jews, and their deliverance from it
by Cyrus, who is mentioned by name a hundred
and fifty years or more before he was born, have
been puntually fulfilled. Alfo Daniel’s pro-
phecies concerning Darius king of Perfia, and
Alexander the Great, under the names of the
ram and he-goat, and of the kings of Egypt and
Syria, and what fhould be done in their times;
and not only thefe, but others of greater im-

e Rom, xv. 4. 2 Tim, iii. 16.
portance,
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portapce, concerning the Meffish, his birth of a
virgin , the place of his birth, his miracles,
fufferings, and death, his refurrc&ion from the
dead, afcenfion to heaven, and feflion at the
right hand of God, the cffution of the Spirit,
and the {pread and fuccefs of the gofpel in the
Gentile world, as well as the deftrution of the
Jewith nation, for their rejection of him; on
account of all thefe things, and more, the pro-
phets of the Old Teftament claim our faith and
‘credit.

2. The prophets of the New Teftament are
to be believed. The apoftles of our Lord are by
him called prophets and wife men; fome of
which, he fays, the Jews would 44/, and cru-
¢ify, and others feourge®: they are {o called;
both becaufe they werc extraordinary preachers
of the word, and fore-tellers of things to come,
and on both accounts were to be believed. "He
that received them, received Chrift, and he that
rejected them, reje€ted him, and his Father
that fent him. John thedivine, was eminently
& prophet in both refpe&s, as he was a faithful
difpenfer of the word, and bore record of 1it,
aud of the teftimony of Jefus, and as he fore-
told things to come, under a divine infpiration :
his Revelation is a prophecy of what fhould be

& Matt, xxiii. 34.
n
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in the worldsand church, from his time, to the
fecond coming of Chrift; great part of which
has been already fulfilled ; and there is all the
reafon in the world to believe the reft will be
accomplithed. The fayings in it are the fay-
ings of God, ang they are faithful and true ; be-
lieve what he has™faid by this his prophet. The
ordinary and common preachers of the ward
are called prophets, and their preaching pro-
phefying e : and though we are not to believes
every [pirit, and every man that pretends tobe
a {piritual man, and a prophet, but try the
fpirits whether they axs of God, by his word,
the ftandard of faith and practice ; becaufe many
Jalfe prophets are gone out into the worldf :
yet fuch who bring the do&rines of Chrift with
them, fuch as are agreeable to the word of God,
which are taken out of it, and eftablithed by it,
ought to be believed and received, not as the
word of man, but as in truth the word of God.
The whole of divine revelation is to be be-
lieved, which God has made by his prophets,
whether of the Old or of the New Teftament;
and which is all comprehended in thefe words
our Lord began his miniftry with, Believe the
go/pel& : not to believe this, is the damning fin

e 1 Cor. xiv. 3, 4, §s 29. 32¢ 37 £ 1 Joha iv, 1.
g Mark i, 15,

of
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of unbelief, fo much {poken of; in the New
Teftament ; this was the fin of the Jews, andin
which the greater part died, that they beli¢ved
not that Jefus was the\Mcﬂiﬁ‘h', and other im-
portant truths concerning him, though they
came with fuch full evidence ; this is the fin of
all to whom the external reveltion of the gof~
pel comes, and they believe 1t not; this is thc
fin of the Deifts of the prefent age, of all deniers,
, rejecters, and defpifers of the gofpel ; who ei-
ther negle&t to examine the evidence of it, or
notwithftanding the evidence of it, reject and
contemn it ; what will the end of fuch perfons
be, that obey not the gofpel of Chriit, that do
not embrace, but negle&t or defpife it ! They
will be punifhed with everlafting deftrution ;-
he that believeth not this revelation fhall be
damned. This is the condemnation, the caufe,
and aggravation of it, Zkat light is come into the
world, andmen lovedarknefs rather than lighth ;
the darknefs of nature, rather thana divine re-
velation. ‘This fort of unbelief, and not want |
of fpecial faith in Chrift, 1s the caufe of mens
damnation. No man will be loft or damned,
‘becaufe he has not this faith; to fay that God
+ will damn any man, becaufe he has not this fpe-
cial faith in Chrift, is to reprefent him as the mof
| ® John iii 19,

cruel
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criel of all beings, as. the Atmipians fa we
ke liim toBe; to, damn a rmm for that W] m}i;
is mlely i _liis power to gives for no han can’
believe in Chnft with this fort of fujth, unlefs
Tt he given hlm of his Father : iand which yet he
detmmmcs not to give unto hxm, ‘a3 unto all
the non-~elect ; gpd which man never ‘hadinhis
power to have or exercife, no, not in’ the ﬁate’
of innocence. Can any man believe thht‘ Gud
will evet damn 2 imah on fuch an account ‘as
this ? “This i is jult fuch good fenfe, a5 if it thould ,
be faid, that a m'\lef'\&or dies' at Tyburn, for
want of recqxvmg the kmgs pardon, he did not
think fit to give him 5 Jtis true, if the klﬁg had
given him hxs ardon, and he had recewcd 1y,
it would have fp ved him from dyings but then .
it is not the want of the king’s pardon, of of his
receiving it, -that is the caufe of his condemna-
tion and: daath, but the cnme he was cHarged
with, and, ~convjéted of in open court. S0,
though if it pleaﬁ:s God_ to give med’ fpeml
faith in. Clmﬂ:, for " the !'Cm1m0ﬂ of "their fing,
the mil t:ggmmkg ‘be’faved ; but ‘then it is not
the wmt of thns fa&th in, ;he ‘Blood of Chrift, for.
the pardoy f ﬁ,as,, a{m is the cani'e of any‘mﬁn o
condemmﬂm and dyath. i it the trmfgrﬁﬁvﬁ%
of - thé Ik of Ge au& the" éomempr of ‘His

gofpel t!my hwe bc&ﬂ guilsy M" VAs 1% thc rés
’“. E N : VCla. B
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vclaﬁon whuh is made to men, fiich is the faith
';hat is requ\rcd of them. . If there i no reve-
‘latmn made unto them, no faith is reqmred of
;hem a and unbehcf or want of faith in Chrift,

w;ll not. be their damning fin, as is the cafe of
| thc Heathcns s for how fhall t}uy believe in him
of - whom they have not heard? and how fhall
they hear without a preacheri? rio, they'll be
condemncd not for their want of faith in Chrift,

or his gofpel which they never heard of, but
for’ thc:r fins commiitted againft the law and
hght of ndture ; as many as have JSinned with-
eut law, Jfeall j;ergfb wethout lawk ¢ if a reve-
latxon 1s madc, this 1s elthcr extr*mal ot inter-
nal : if ouly an extcrnal rcvclatzon 1s made, the
. faith rcguxred is an affent unto it, and a recep-r
tmn of it; and {uch who do not attend to the
ewdence it brmgs with it, ‘or reject and defp:fe
ity ﬂlall be, damned : but if, bc(’ des thc exters
nzl revelatxon, an internal rcvclatxon 15 made
by the. Sqamt of wifdom, in the knowledge of
.Chrlﬁg or God by his word calls men effectu-
ally by his grace, and reveals his Son in tbem,
as well s o them ; this fort of reve]atmn comes
| wuh fucﬁ\ ,Ppwer and mﬂuence ugon the mmd

««««««

| m tbe {oul whxch ny’allzb{y 1ﬂ'ues in eternal

i Rom. x. T4 'k Rom. ii. 12, . laf\
e
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life and happinefs ; and of fuch pe:foys, q.nfl ok )
fuch only, ats of fpecial faith in Chrifk aré e
quired ; and though the fin of unbelief is often
found in them, it is fuch as is confiftent with
true faith in Chrift, and which in the iffue is
overcome by it : this is the fin of unbelicf, that
is oppofite to fpecial faith, and obftruéts it in
its a&ts ; but partly becaufe it is pardoned with
the other fins of believers, and partly becaufs
it is finally fubdued and vanguithed, it is never
the damning fin of any, So I think the truth »
of things ftands. I proceed,

III, To confider the-advantages arifing from
faith in God, andin his word, efablifbment and
profperity. Now, though eftablithment is an-
nexed to faith in the Lord our God, and pros
fperity to faith in his prophets; yet this is not
fo to be underftood, as if eftablithment ounly
followed upon faith in God, and not upon faith
in his word ; and as if profperity was the con-
{equence of faith in the word ouly, and not of
faith in God; whereas, as on the one hand, the
prophets and minifters of the word are the
means of eftablifhing believers; hence ' the
apoftle Panl was defisous of imparting the' fpi-
ritual gifts he had received, f0-the end the

Es faints
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| "W gh’t ¢ i ably ed”i, Emd fyeaks of God
a *g‘f'ﬁmr t g/?aﬁly% ‘then; “acéording to-bis
M&' R 6 on th othier’ h:md fpmtua’i pace
W@ %erﬂity flow-' from’ faith’ in- God,’ ‘who
ecps fuchin” perfelt peage, ‘whofe mind s
.}ft}yﬁi on: 'htm, bicarife “he trufetkin hims;
Whepfdﬂ: thefe things "art tq be confidered, not
ifia fheick’ ﬂepamte fenfe, byt promifcuoufly, as
*tbey are -the Jomt effe@s of both faith in God,
apd'in hig word, | -

| ﬂl‘ Eﬂa&hﬂ ment ; which is to ‘be under-
ftood, not.of the ftate of believers, butof their
heaﬂs, frames, graces and duties. R
o Not ofi the ftate of the people of God,
‘whtch is in ufelf firm and ftable, and cannot be
fmade more fo': they are fafe in the arms of
evcﬂaﬁmg lovc they are not only engmven by
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neither fin, nor Satan, nor the world caﬂ.pluﬁ
them, and out of which they fhall never falf

What was {aid by the queen of Sheba, concern-
ing Solomon, with refpedt to Itrael; Bemuja
thy God loved Ifrael, to ¢fablb them for ever,
therefore made he thee king over themo, may be
faid of Chrift, with refpec to his people 3 that
becauft he loved the faints, and in order to efta-
blith them for ever and ever, he put them into
the hands of Chrift, where they are fafe from
all danger, and from every enemy. They are
fecured in the covenant of grace, which is fure
and immovable; its blefliugs are the fure mer-
cies of David; its ptomifes are yeq and amen in
Chiift; it is eftablifhed on better promifes than
any other covenant; and the perfons iu.it can
never be removed out of it.  They are fettled on
the rock of ages, on which the church is buift,
againft which the gates of hell can never prevail;
they are built on a fure foundation God has laid
in Zion ; fo that, though ftorns and tempefts
of corruptions, témptations, and afflictions,
fhould beat upon them, they ftand unmoved
againft them all, being built upon a rock. They
are in a ftate of gtace, in which they will ever
remain; they are in a fate of juftification, and
thall never enter into condemnation ; they are

'
o 2 Chron. ix. 8, LAt
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'?;;: thefemily of God, by adopting grce, outof
which they wil) never be turned ; for, 1f a fin,
no Wwere g fervant, but an hesr of God through
CArafp; they are in a flate of regencration,' and
AW nevar be ynbore againy they have the prin-
ciple of grace, which fprings wp anto, eternal
lifes; thelc things are {o chained together, that
nat gne link can ever be brokéh ; Whom ke did
predefinnte, them he alfo called, and whom he
calind, them ke alfo yufisfied, and whom he juf-
Vfied, them ke alfoglorifiedd. Now this efta-
biithmest does not arife from fuith, nor is it by
it 3 if all the faith that ever was in the world,
from Adarn to this moment, was engroffed and
poffeffed by oue man, it would not make his
finte, God-waid, a whit the furer and firmer
ghap it is.  But,

3.« Fhe hearts of God's peorle are very unfet-
vled; end need eflablithing ; they melt like wax,
pod flow like water through fear, apd want of
fivonger faith. They are unfleble as water, as
1§ {aid ,«r’:oﬁReuben, and do nat excelr; their frames
are changeable and various: one while theiy
wonmtain fands firong, and they fay they fhall
Wever bp maved ; prefently Gaod hides l}ig face,
By Teir fouls aso fropbied* ; anb that, coild fay,

p Gal, if:v. 1 Rom. wiil, g0,
v Ghowe Flix\ 4y ’ 'Pf. x%xx, & M

-
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The Lord fsvhy portion, thersforewill ! hopein
him, Toon comes into fuch diftrefs as b pus Ay
mouthin (he duft ‘if fo be thete miay be hope v;
he whote love is as firong as dratk, excetding
fervent and ardént, the voals theredfigitie 4 ihop
vehement flame, whith many warers cannot
quench™ ; through the prevalente of ebrruption,
the force of temptation, dnd the fadvés of the
world, waxes chil and told. And he thae
feemed to be ftedfaft. in the faith, flls from
fome degree of his ftedfaftnefé of it; and inftead
of quitting himfelf like a man, is like 4 child,
tofled to and fro with every wind of dd&trine,
wavers in his profeffion, flackens in his duty,
and is negligent of it. Now fith in God, and
his word, has a tendency to eftablith the heare,
and make it fearlels ; He fhall not be afraid of
evil tidings, evenhewhofe Aears iy fixed, triofi-
ing in the Lord ; his heartis efablifbed, hefball
not be gfrdidx: as is a man's fith, 1o are his
other graces : if faith is in lively exercifé,; hope
will be lively tab, amd be as an anchor fure and
Redfaft ; his tote witt dbound, for fuith works
by'it’; he'lt beviybe 'eftablifired in the truths of
thré o biliabes, widhas an experiencs of;
he'll Béchore {sB1e and stmritant In #he difchrarge

w Lam, Hi.24. ¥ ¢ w Cantyriii, Gge & PFcxiiy 7
]
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of dugy s he'lt be Bedfuft and immoveable, «
ways abounding in the work of the Lordy.
adly, Profperity arifes from faith in God and
his word; not temporal, but {piritual profperity j
not profperity of body, but profperity of foul s
fuch as Gaius had, whom the apoftle fobn thus
fnjutes, Beloved, 1 wib above all thiugs, that
thow mayelh profper and be in health, even as
by fael profpereth® ; on which foul-profperity
fath bas a very gieat influence. The foul is in
sgood health, and in a profperous condition, when
there is an appetite for the word 5 when it hun-
gers and thirfts after righteoutnefs ; when it de-
fires the fincere milk of the word ; when it finds
it, and eats it by faith ; when the word is mixed
with faith upon hearing, and it is taken in and
digefted by it; as alfo when a foul has a com-
fortable view, by faith, of the forgivenefs of its
fins, through the bleod of Chrift : finsare difeafes,
padion is the healing of them ; and then is a be-
lisver in a profperous condition, when (ke Sun
of righteoufuefs rifes on him with this Aealing
in his'wingse; and when he, the inhaditant of
Zion, fbeli not fay, Iam fick, the reafon of
which is, bécaufe the people that dwell therein,
@all be forgiven their iniquity®: fo likewife
Y1 Oor..'xv. 58, z 3 John 2
a Mal, iv, 2. » I, xxxiiis 24

when
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whetn 4 man has much fpiritual peace and joy,
through believing in the righteoufnefs of Chrift,
for his juftification 3 in his blood for the remif-
fign of has fins ; and in his facrifice for the atonee«
ment of them ; and {piritual joy is fuch a certain
concomitant, or confequence of faith, that itis
called the jov of faithe; and whoever is pofs
fefled of it, muft in a fpiritual {enfe be in prof«
perous circumitancess Such a one is fat and
flourithing, and all he does profpers: and as
profperity in the text carries in it an idea of vicee
tory over enernies, this may be afcribed to faith
it is by faith the believer refifts Satan and bis
temptations ; by holding up the thield of faith,
he quenches his fiery darts, and obtains a cone
queft over him ; as he does alfo over the world, the
men, things and lufts of it : Thés is the viflory
that overcomes the world, even our faith; who
o5 he that overcometh the warid, but ke that
belseveth that Fefus ts the Son of Godd# what
heraic actians, what wonderful things have been
done by faith | men through faith have fubdued
kingdoms, wrought righteoufiefs, obtained pro-
wmifes, Aopped the mouths of kons, &ce. and

¢ Phil. i. 2. d 1 John v, 5, 6,
e Fleb. xi, 36,

»

F fuch
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fuch ipaft be in'prafperous and ﬂ‘ounﬂnng cIrs
vumftances. ~
From the whole wedearn, what an mmllen;
and precious grace the grace of faith is; what
ufe it is of, what purpofes it ferves, and whas
influsnce it has upon the ftability apd pro{perity
of the believer ; it is pity it Thonld be put outof
its phace; for when it keeps its place, it is very
ufeful and ferviceable; but if it is put in she
room of Chrift, it is good for nothing. ‘Care-
»ful we fhould be, not to afcribe that to the a&,
which belongs to the obje&. It may be known,
whether a perfon has this grace or noj for where
it is, Chrift is precious, fo them that believe he
45 precious{; it works and fhews itfelf by love
to him, his word and ordinances, bis people,
and his ways ; and it 1s attended with good works,
the fiuits of righteoufnefs; for fauh without
works s dead®: and if perfons are fatisfied that
they have this grace, they fhould be thankful
for it, and attribmte it, not to the power of their
own free will, but to the freq grace of God,
wehofegift it is ; for it comes alang with the abun-
dant and fuperabundant grace of God it con-
verfion, And fuch who have it thould pray for

£ 1 Pet, ihz' g Jmﬂ iia 3‘.
an
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an increafe of it; fince their ftability and pro-
fperity have fuch a cannexion with ity raud
thould guard againft unbelief; and ypon every
appearance of it, pray as the poor man did,
Lord, Ibelieve, help thou my unbelief .

To conclude, fince fuch are the advantages
of believing in God and his word, ke heed,
prethren, left there be in any of you an el

heart of unbelief, in departing from the liv-
ing God i

b Mark xi. 24. i Heb, iii. 124

FINIG

-

Juft Publithed, Price 6d. each,
Three Sermons, preached in conneftion with the
foregoing, by the fame AvrHOR, viz.

The Watchman’s Anfwer to the Queftion, What of
the Night.

The Practical Improvement to the Watchman’s
* Anfwer.

The Glory of the Church in the latter Day.



n 1&:}

.1 1“ - Al
! t h AN
4y il A -
23 - R ! Lo L ¥ . .
Bokuka sk P ition ﬁ‘ %
ey Tl L4 ¢ PR A
¥ e R d . iy k
o o BN 5 : |
'..“ B 5 Ly v - T
L N FAAAVIEL KW

m
‘&ﬂ VAR
aém a«tme mmu

”?%mmwmw v
zs, lpy M. Bervidgeylasisd, - U
Min! Weeld, %Jnmfmn by« Mr. Berridgn

'K W) .‘u 0‘#&“

ﬁ& % ﬁci“x%:dée
L " ub"‘ .
8" ‘&hﬁ\éﬁoVﬁNANT on; c’,’d
V ¢, peany Nurab ers.
2tis wooK IN THE Lbdt, W Ttrﬁe SI»-

" ; or 2a.boundy . iy r vt 4
w*‘ Pk et {yﬁ?gﬁxed Aiforn, anc maf i;d had boum[

ety OF &paratm
'% t‘e new S% r, a Stye Guide
ith R uhtor Prefaces,

Q outh.

‘¥ MM mi oﬁm, A M, Ml‘a Pl&ﬂ Ml‘u

Spenmg -Book :s baﬂ:zm;,la
‘%‘ ns hmg

h&h 311? gzrnp ‘and New

allawpnce twhofe wbo Wivf

NeA S

&

'hs N YRTS B
wwws Tm’ﬂ m.‘*
ﬁ%&é&ouﬁ‘eﬁ, ;
ufﬁands and ‘&w

..5

ﬁmfﬁ&m f RUDson:

m)#f the laft Days H;}wcwg

mﬁ Rev,



 Phe Glory of the Church in the Laliéer Dap”

A ‘n
S ER MON
PREACHED TO THE

S OCI ETY

WHICH SUPPORTED THE

Wepnespay’s Evening Lefure
1N
GREAT EAST-CHEAP, .
DEecEMBER 27, 1752.
And publifhed at their Requeft.

By YOHN GILL, D D

THE FIFTH EDITION.

v L

LONDON:
Printed and Sold for ghe Editor, by J. CHALMERS,
No. 81, OLD-STREET.
And Sold by R. Pracock, No. 47, PARsoN’s STreET,
RatcrirF Hicnnway, where Bookfellers may be
fupplied.

Sold alfo by W. ButTon, Newington Caufe-way, G. TerzY,
No, 54, and M. Twrarp, No, 1, Pater-Nofter-Row; M,
Gurney, No. 128, Holborn-Hill ; T. MaTsuws, Stiand}
and W. Asn, No. 3, Middle-Moorfields,

M DCC XCI{I. .
[PRICE SIXPENCE]






A
S E R M O N,

&c. 8c. e

PsaLm Ixxxvii. 3.

Glorious things are [poken of thee, O cily of
God, Selah.

OME think this'Pfalm 'was written by Da-

JF vid, under a prophetic view of the tem-
ple to be built hy his fon Solomon; others,
that it was compofed by one that returned
from the Babylonifh captivity, for the cofn~
fort of thofe that wept at the laying of
the foundation of the fecond temple: but
let it be wrote by -whom it will, or on
whatfoever occaﬁon, it is pretty evident that
‘the fubject- matter of it is the church of God in
gofpel-times, efpecially in the latter day glory;
when there will be abundance of converts in the
places herein mentioned. The title of the Sy-
A 2 nac
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riac verfion 1 15, ¢¢ Concerning the redemptian of
Jerufalem. It begins in a very abrupt mauuner,
as the Song of Songs does, witha relative with-
out an antecedent ; His foundation 1sin the holy
mountains : the foundation of the Lord which
he has laid, who loveth the gates of Zion, and.
whofe city is here fpoken of, which is founded
by him; or #ts foundation, the foundation of
the city of God, the church, which comes to

the fame fenfe; for the church’s foundation 1s
_the Lord’s, being of his laying? Inallufion
tp the foundations of Zion and Moriah, on
‘which the temple flood, a type of the church
or to the mountains round about Jerufalem,
which allo frequently figuifics the church ; this
foundation is faid to bc it the holy 77&01,m)£‘az¢1~s',m
or mountains of holinefs ; the purpofeseangd de¥
c;ccs of God, thofe mountains of brafs, Zech,
vi. 1\. paltlgular]y the decree of eletion, thf_:
Joundalion of God that flands fure, and is the
fource of all truc holinefs ; likewiie the cove-
naut of grace, its bleffings and promifes, fure

&

“a The Jewith writers connect thefe words with the title of the
Pfalm, and make the fenfe to be this ; The foundation or aigu-
Vynent ofut, ‘the Plalm, is concerning the boly mountains of Zion and
:7eru{alem So Aben Ezru, Jarchi, Kimchi, and Ben Melech;
thc Jargum joins them together thus ; ¢ By the fons of Korah
Ral :ﬁ faid 3 foug tha i is founded by the mouth of the fathers that
\\“ wstc of old,”

~and
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and immovable, and which provides both far
internal and external holinefs ; and efpecially
Jefus Chrift, the Rock of Ages, the fure foun.
dation laid in Zion, the Holy One of Ifrael,
and the fan&ification of his people. _
It follows : The Lord loveth the gates of Zion

more than all the dwellings of Facob ; he loves
the church, which often goes by the name of
Zion ; and therefore he has chofen and founded
it, and took up his reft and refidence in it ; and
Le loves her gates, or public ordinances, and
them that attend them, the work done by them,
their prayers and praifes, and exercife of graces,
and every a& of religious worthip : and though
he loves the dwellings of Facob, the private ha-
bitations of his pcople, having fixed the bounds
of them from eternity, and delighted in thefe
habitable parts before they dwelt in them; he
loves the perfons that dwell there, and what is
done in them, their clofet and family-devotion
yet he prefers pubhc worthip and ordinances to
them, where he is more openly worthipped,
and by more: and which makes more for his
manifeftative glory : hence follow the words firft
read, Glorious t/zzngs are [poken of tMc. ¢
¢ity of God; which is not to be underftood li-
terally of the city of Jerufalem, though great
and honourable things might be {poken of that ;

as
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as that it was a magnificent city, compaét toge-
thery full of ftately buildings, the metropolis of
Judea, and the feat of the kings of Judah, and
above all, the city of the great God ; where his
temple ftood, in which were many glorious
things; where God was worfhipped, and he
granted his prefence : and many glorious things
have been faid of it, and which have been ful-
filled 5 as that the Mefliah thould come nto his
temple, and give it a greater glory than the fe-
cond temple had, which he accordingly has
done ; here hLe preached his glorious do&rines,
and wrought his glorious miracles ; ncar this
place he fuffcred, dicd, was buried, rofe again,
and afcended to heaven; and hele he poured
forth his holy Spirit, irf an extraordinary man-
ner ; and from hence went forth the word of
the Lord, and do&rine of the gofpel throughout
all the earth : but rather this is to be underftood
figuratively of the church of God, which is of-
ten in Sciipture compared to a city, and is a city
of God's building, and where he dwells; the
name of it is, Jehovah Shammah, the Lord
is thereb; of which glorious things -may be
faid ; as'that it 1s the ciry of the King of kings,
ats foundation is Chrift, -its walls and bulwarks

» b Ezek, xlviii, 3¢,
are
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are falvation, its gates praife; here glorious ot<
dinances are adminiftered, and glorious truths
are preached ; and fo the words may be ren=
dered, as they are in the Syriac verfion, Glo-
rious things are [poken in thee, O city of God.
There are many glorious things which have been
{poken of the church, which have been fulfilled
already, in the firft times of the gofpel; when
there was an increafe of it in Judea, and in the
Gentile world; when the gofpel was fpread,
when the apoftles triumphed in Chrift, and dif-
fufed the favour of his knowledge in cvery
place ; when Chrift went forth in their miniftry,
conquering and to conquer; when paganifm
was demolithed, and Chriftianity eftablifhed
throughout the Roman empire : and fo likewife
many glorious things fpoken of the church were
accomplifthed at thc time of the Reformation
from Popery ; when gofpel-light broke forth
and fpread’ itfelf throughout feveral nations of
Europe ; but my intention is to give an account
of the glorious things fpoken of 1t, which yet
remain to be fulfilled.

In mytwo laft anniverfary fermonsat thistime
of the year, I have touched upon future things.
In the former ¢, I took notice of the feveral re~

d Intitled, The Watchman’s Anfwer to the Qucftioh, What
of the Night? on Ifa. xxi. 11, 12,
' volutions
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volutions of nights and mornings, from ear'ij’
times, to the end of the world, and thewed you
the dark fide of the cloud, and what a difmal
night we are now entcring into.  In the latter ¢;
T pointed at thofe things which Ifrael, or the
people of God, ought to do in the profpet of
{uch times ; and now 1 fhall hold out unto yoii
the bright fide of the cloud, and give you, in
one view, an account of the gl@llOUb things {po=
ken of the charch of God in the latter day i
and which will be accomplithed both 1n the /pi-
ritual rcign, and inthe perfonal reign of Chrift;
which two are very diftinét things, and lie at
fome diftance from each other, and ought to be
carefully diftinguithed, and not confounded :
by help of which diftin&tion, we may better
underftand many prephecies of the Old Tefta~
ment which are to be ranged under thefe difs
ferent heads, and to be referred to thefe diftinét
periods of time; which are too often huddled
and jumbled together by thofe that fpeak and
write of thefe thmgs And,

I. Ithall begin with the /piritual reign of
Chrift; by which I mean a future period of
time eminent for fpirituality ; for otherwife
Chrift now reigns, not only in heaven, at his.

. ® Called, The Pradtical Improvement of the Waitchman’s
Anfwer, on 1 Chron. xii, 32.
‘ Father’s -
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F ather’s right hand, where lie muft reign until
all’ ensinies are put under his feet, but alfo 1
thei earts of his people, by his Spirit and’ grace,
mro which he enters, as the King. of glory,
aufm'r the everlafting doors to open to him ;;
W hem he implants his grace, as a governing ptin<
clple, fets up his throne, and dwells there by
fultll, and eres 4 kmgdo'n, which lies in righ«
teoufuefs, peace, and joy in the Holy Ghoﬁ
and here he‘reigns inn a {piritual manner, and fo
he has done i1 all ages, and now does : but this
period of tire I fpeak of, will be remarkable for
his {piritual prefence among his people ; when
he will come down, in the communications of
his grace, like rain wpon the mowen grafs, as
Showers that water the earth f ; when there will
be a: large and plentiful eﬂ'uhon of his Spirit ;
when' his people in general will be more fpiri-
tual in the temper of their fouls, and in the’
frames of their minds; more fpiritual and fas:
voury in their difcourfes, and in the whole of
their behaviour and converfation, and will emi-
nently worthip God in {pirit and in truth: not
" that they will artive to a perfeftion of fpiritu~
ality ; though there will be a great deal of light
and glory -break out, yet there will be a mix=

£ Plal. Ixxii, 6.
B ture
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ture of. darknefs, obfcunty, and xmperfcéhon 5
i which this ftate will differ from the perfo-
nal reign of Chrift, in the new Jerufalem; of
which it is fai 8, The zates of it fhall not be fout
aé atl by day, for there fhall be no night there;
which of this ftate is thus differently expreflcd®,
Thy gates fhall be open continually, they feall
not be fbut day nor night : It will be only in
the perfonal reign, that the church’s fun fball
no more go down, neither fall her moon with-
draw tifelf ; when the Lord fball be her ever-
lafting light, and the days of her mourning
Shall be endedi. In this fpiritual reign, there
will be the miniftry of the word, for the con-
verfion of finners, and the adminiftration of or-
dinances, for the comfort and edification of
faints; all which fuppofe an imperfe&t ftate :
whereas in the perfonal reign there will be none
of thefe things, nor any need of them, or ufe
for them ; the new Jerufalem church-ftate will
have no need of the fun, neither of the moon
io fbine in it; no necd of the gofpel, and gof-
pel-ordinances, to be adminiftered, as now, for
thedight and comfort of the fints; for theglory
of God will lighten it, and the Lamb will be

& Rev. xxi. 3§, b Ha. Ix, 51,
i Ifa. Ix. z0.

the
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the light theregf:. 1In the fplrltual reign, 1he
temple of God will be opened in heaven,, and’
the ark of the tefiimony will be feen 14 it 15 pub=
lic wwf}i:p wxll be fet up and reﬁorcd to 1ts
new Jerufalem church-ﬁate, 19 temple will
be feen there ; forthe Lord God Almigh'y, and
the Lamb, are the temple of 1rm, The {piritual
reign of Chrift will bc on this earth asit nowis 3
and the fame natural and civil a&ions of life will
be performed 25 NOw, as catmg and drmkmg,
marrying and gwmo in marriage, procreation of’®
children, carrying on trad: and commerce, and
atteation to the feveral callings and duties of
civil life; neither of Which will have a place in
the perfonal reign : it is the prefeut earth that
will be filled wi:-h the knowledye of the Lord ;
the kingdoms of this world, that will become
Chrift's, when his dominion thall be from fea
2o fea, and from the river to the ends of the
earth®, as now fituated : whercas the feat of the
pcrional reign will be the new heaven, and neiv
earth, in which no fea will be feen o3 for at
the perfonal appearance of Chriit, the carth and
the heaven, that now are, will flee away. This
fpiritual reign of Chrift will take place upon the

k Rev. xxi. 23. 1 Rev. xi. 19. m Rev. xxi. 22,
®» @ xiv g, Rev, xi.1g. Pfal. Ixxii. 8’  © Rev. xxi, 1.

B 2 rifing
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tifing and afcending of the witneffes into hehven,
which denetes a more pure, {piritual, gnd hea—
venly ftate of the church; it will be mtroduccd
upon the blowing of the feyenth trumpet, when
the kingdoms of this world fhall be fubjc&ed to
Chrift, through the power of his Spirit and grace
accompanying his word; when the four and
twenty elders, the reprefentatives of gofpel-
churches, fhall give him thanks, becaufe he has
taken to himfelf his great power, and has reign-
edP: thi ftate is no other than the Philadel-
phian church-ftate ; all that is faid of that church
perfe&tly agrees with this, and which will fol-
low upop the Sardian church-ftate, in which
we now are ; fo that we may hope it is at hand ;
and wheieas the Lacdicéan church-ftate 1s be-
tween this and the perfonal reign of Chrift, it
appears that they are two diftin& things, very
different, and at fome diftance frem each other.
But to proceed, and take notice of the glorious
things which fhall be during this interval, or
‘\peu@d of time.* And,
~ 1ff, Thedeftruction of antichrift is the grand
lcadmg event to the glorics of this ftate. This
is hmnted at in the epiftle to the church at Phi-
'ladclphm, the emblem of the {piritual reign ; it
‘will be the laft ftruggle of the heaft that will
P Rey. xii 13, 16, 17,
caufe
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caufe that hour of temptation, which ffall cone
wpon all the world, to try the inhabitants of its:
when the feventh trumpet will be founded,
which will bring on the fpiritual kingdom of
Chrift throughout the world, he will defroy
them which defiroy the earthrs meaning the Pa~
pifts, who have deftroyed the inhabitants of the
earth with their falfe dotrine, fuperftitious
‘worfhip, and with thofe bloody wars, murders,
“and maflacres, they have been at the bottom of.
And till this is done, the {piritual reign cannot
take place, efpecially in its full compafs, and in
all 1ts branches ; for fo long as antichrift reigns,
the church will be more or lefs in an affliCted
ftate: the dates of the cliurch’s troubles, and of
the reign of antichrift are alike, and will expire
together : the power given to the beaft, is to
continue forty and two months; and fo long
the holy city, or churgh, is to be ttodden under
foot ; and fo long the witnefles will, prophecy in
{ackcloth, even one thoufand two hundred and
threefcore days, which are equal to forty-two
months ; wherefore there can be no truly good
and'happy days, till thefe dates are ended.

The deftruction of antichrift will be by #ke -
Spirit of Chrift’s mouth, and the brightnefs of
‘his coming s ; “that s, by his comipg in'a fpirituil

4

q Rev. iii, 10, "1 Rev, xi, 18. ¢ 2 Theff. ii. 8. ;5'“‘
’ way:!
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way ;. or through the word of his mouth, his
gofpel.attended by his Spirit and power 3 which
will thine out with fo much luftre, fplendor,
light, and glory, as will chafe away the dark-
nefs.of Popery, and enlighten the minds of peo-
ple, to fee into all the fopperies, abfurdities, .
and wickednefs of that religion, and caufe them
to caft it off : yea, even to open the eyes of the
kings and princes of the earth, to behold and
Joath the abominations of the whore of Rome,
they have coramited fornication with; and fill

" them with wrath and indignation againdt her, as
to hate her, make her bare and defolate, and -
burn her with firet. _

This work will be greatly effe@ted by the
pouring out-the feven vials of God’s wrath, or
the inflictin the feven laft plagues upon the an-
tichriftian ftates, upon the weftern and eaftern
antichrift, the Pope and ‘Turk ; who muft be
both removed, to make way ,for' the {piritual
reign of Chrifl. Thefe feven vials will be
poured out, or thofe plagues inflicted by Angels;
by whon we are to underftand proteftant kings,
and, %ces, and generals of armies ; and thefe
will begiven them by ome of the firfk of the four

- beafls, or living creatures, the emblers of gol-
pel-minifters ;- who having fome notice of the
" tRevw x'vii, 16e

time
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time of antichrift’s deftru&ion being at hand,
will ftir up and animate the chriftian princés and
potentates, to take this work in hand; and who
are therefore faid to go forth from the temple,
the church, the place of divine and fpiritual wor-
thip, and where they themfelves are worthipers ;
and from thence they have orders to go forth and
do their work v.

The firft five of thefe vials concern the weft-
ern antichnift, and his dominions; between
which, and the trumpets, there is a great cor-
refpondence, though they refpe& different times
and perfons. The f£irf? vial will be poured out
upon the earth, and defigns thofe Popith coun-
tries which are upon the continent, as France
and Germany, efpecially the latter; and as the
firft trumpet brought the Goths into Germany,
{o the firft vial will bnng great diftre(s upon the
Pop1ﬂ1 party in the empire, and iffue in a refor<
mation from Popery. The fecond vial will be
poured out upon the fea, and may intend the
maratime powers belonging to the fee of Rome,
particularly Spain and Portugal ; and as the fe.
cond trumpet brought the Vandals into thefe
places, fo this vial will affe® the fame, and
bring wars and defolations into them, and make
a change in their religion, ‘The tﬁz%‘vlz&l lei

u Rev. xv. 1. 6, 7. and xvi, o7 "

&  be
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be poured out upon the .rivers, and Jountaiis.
of, Ff’é”@?’s ‘which may ppint to thofe plages adja-,
Qﬁl;lt to lR‘(‘)me, as Italy and Savo‘y'; and as t};g
third‘t’rum;‘)et brm‘]gl}t‘ the Huns into thofe parts;

fo this vial v&{dl bring in large armies hither,
whiqh will gauﬁ:‘mu;}h biopd fhed, and a preat
revolution in #hprch and ftate. The jburt/b"
vial will be poured out upon the fun, which
muft denote fome perfon, or pertons of gr‘eaf
d‘iguj‘fx §nd: influence 5 and as the fourth trumpet
l‘.zr;olqgl_‘]:t .d\c;lﬁ:rué"cjon ypon the em peror of Rome,
the fun of the cmpire, and upon governors un+
der him,, fignificd by thie moan and ftars; this

vial will bring on the ruin of the Pope of Rome;
the fun of the antichriftian empire, with all

his, cardinals, bithops, pricfts, &e. 'The fifth
vial will be poured out upon the feat of the beaft,
’iﬁhich_ 15 Rome, the feat that the “dragon, the
devil, gavé to the beafl, and will ﬁr@duce great
Qgrkuc:fs-in h.'is ki.ngd'om‘; though as yet it will
not. be utterly d;ftroyed, which is referved to
the ’f@y;}uh\vigl_; Now thefe feveral vials, as
;hcyj}iqill:b‘e fo many plagues on the weftern an-
tichrift, and make fo many breaches and ruiis
U:Pﬁr(‘.)lvl'hi‘s, ‘{tax‘cs? and dominions, fo they will be
fo any gradual freps to the advancement of
the glory and kingdom of Chrift, and iffue in the
reformation of thefe places from Popery. The
| S Sixth

L
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Sexth vial will be poured out on the river Bu+
phrates, which defigns the Turkith empiré, in’
the midft of which that river is § and as the fixth'
trumpet let loofe the four angels, orlieads of the
Ottoman family into Europe, fo this vial af-
fcéts the fame empire, and brings deftru@ion
on it, fignified by the dtying up the waters of
that river, as Babylon’s deftruction is exprefled
by the drying up of her fea, Jer. li. 36. which
will make way for the kings, or kingdoms of
the eafl, the kingdoms of Perfia and Tartary,
and others, to reccive and embrace the Chriftian
religion : this is the fecond, or Turkith woe,
which fhall pafs away ;, when the kingdoms of
this world will become Chrift’s, and his domi«
nion will be from fea to fea, from the Mediter-
ranean {ea to the Perfian fea; and from the river
Euphrates to the ends of the earth. The /e-
ventf vial will be poured out upon the air, the
whole kingdom of Satan, in all the branches of
it, who is the prifice of the power of the air ;
and this vial will clear the whole worldkef all
the remains of Chrift’s enemies, Pagan, Papal,
or -Mahometan, which the other vials left, or
did not reach ¥ ; and now will Chrift’s king-

w See more of thefe vials in my Exi;oﬁtion of the 15th and

16th ¢hapters of the Revelation ;*and Bedford’s Notes' on Kid-
der’s Demonitration of the Mefliah, part 3. p. 41, 42.

ch dom
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dom be in its full giory; Now the Heatheus,
Papifts, Pagans, and Mahometans, will perifh
out of his land, and thefe forts of finners will be
confumed out of the earth, and fuch wicked ones
will be no morex,

It may be obierved, that there is a great hke-»
nefs between thefe vials and the plagues of
Egypt ; the noifome fore on men under the firft
vial agrees with the plague of boils and blains
on man and beaft ; the fea, rivers, and foun-
tains of waters, being turned into blood, under
the fecond and third vials, are the fame- with
the plague which in like manner affeted the
waters of Egypt ; the beaft’s kingdom being full
of darknefs, under the fourth vial, much refem-
bles the grofs and thick darknefs the Egyptians
were in for fome days ; and under the fifth vial
there is a manifeft reference to the frogs that
plagued Pharaoh and his court; and the great
hail-ftorm under the feventh vial bears fome
refemblance to the plague of hail. And this
- obfervation may confirm the application of thefe
vials or plagues to the great city, which is fpi-
ritually called Egypt and Sodom : and it may
- be alfo obferved, that as the plagues of Egypt

. were very quxck one upon another, fo it may

~ be:thought that thofe vials, when once they be-

. * Pfal x, 138, and civ, 36, E ‘
gill
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gin pouring, will {foon be poured out; God will
make a fhort work in righteoufnefs upon thﬁ
enemies of his church: as yer, I take 1t, non;
of them are poured out ; ‘though fome great and
learned men have fo thought ; as yet thcre have
been no fuch devaftations on the continent, asin
France and Germany, as to produce the above
effelts ; nor in the countries of Spain and Por-
tugal ; nor in Italy and Savoy, and the like
places near Rome ; nor in the feat of the beaft,
Rome itfelf; nor on the Pope and his cardinals ;
the river Euphrates is not dried up; the Otto-
man empire is yet in being ; the Turkith woe
is not pafled away ; and much lefs the world
cleared of all the ememies of Chrift and his
church ; no, before this work is done, the outer
court muﬁ be owen to the Gentiles, and the Wite
nefles muft be flain. Had they begun to be
poured out at the time of the Reformation, as
fome have thought, in all likelihood they would
have been finithed before now ; s and antichrifl
would have been deftroyed, and better times
than we are now in, would have fucceeded:
but, however, this we may be aflured of, that
as the plagues in Egypt iffued in the deftruétion
of Pharaoh, and in the deliverance of the Ifrael-
ites, fo thefe vials will end in the ruin of antk
chrift, and in the falvation of.the church o

G 2 Chrift
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-Chrift, As foon as thefe things will take place,
" nay, «as foon as you hear of thofe feven plagues,
#mmediately you hear of perfons on a fea of
‘glafs, triumphing over antichrift, havmg ‘the
harps of God, and finging the fnng of Mofes
and tf:\;: Lamby; and uo ioouer 1s it {aid, 'that
Babylo% 25 fallen, but voices are heard in lrea-
ven, afcribing falvation, glory, ‘honour, and
power to God, for his judgments on the great
whore; declaring that the Lord God omnipo-
tent reigneth ; that the marriage of the Lamb is
come, and his bride made ready ; and proclaim-
ing them happy that are calléd to the marriage-
fupper of the Lambz; all which refped the
fpiritual reign of Chrift, now introduced by the
ruin of antxchnﬁ

2dly, There will follow upon this 2 general
fpread of the gofpel; for which way will be
made into"the feveral nations of the world, by
the pouring out of the vials. The bo(pel had
.a very great {pread in the firft times of it. The
apoftles having a commiffion to go into all the
world, and preach the gofpel to every creature,
accor‘din@ly carried it not only into the feveral
parts Judea, Galilee, and Samatia, but into
ncxgbbourmg countries and iflands,” Phenicia,
'typrus, and Antioch, and even inte all the

>, y Rev. XV l, 2y 3o z Rev, xix. 1y 2. 61 7. 9.
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Gentile nations ; the apoftle Paul himfelf went
~ from Jerufalem, round about to lilysicum,
: Paeachmw the gofpel of Chrift, which, he fays, -

was come into all the world, and preached to

every creature under heaven; and by one or.
other of the apoftles it was carried into all the
then known parts of the habitable world a, as it
feems it was to be before "the deftru&ion of Je-
rufalem; for our Lord faysb, The gofpel of
the kz'ngdom Soall be preached in all the world,
Jor a witnefs unto all nations, and then jhall the
cnd come ; the end of the world to the Jews,
the end of their civil and church-ftate, when
their temple thould be deftroyed, and not one
ftone left upon another, And ever fince it has
been preached in one place or another; ‘4nd
fometimes has had a greater fpread, and-fome-
times a lefler; but now it is brought into a very
nagrow compafs, and lies in very few hands;
‘there are but few perfons that preach it in the
purity of it; the times are now, or near at
hand, which'Dr. Owen feems to have had in
view, of whom it is reported he fhould fay, that
the time is coming when a faithful minifter
would be more grecious than fine gold, even
than the golden wedge of Ophir ; meaning they -
‘would be fcarce and rare, rcfemng to the paf-

a Vid, Fabricii Lux Evangelii, p. 83  -b Matt. xxiv. 14.
. g
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fage in Ifa. xiti. 12. And few therc are that re.
ceive the gofpel in the power of it, cordially
embrace it, and fincerely. profefs it, and walk
according to it 3 it looks like the time our Lord
{peaks of when he fhould come, and would not
be able to find faith, the do&rine of faith, on
the earthe. But though the gofpel is now
within fuch narrow limits, ere long it will have
a free courfe, and run and be glorified. The
earth, the inhabitants of it, will be filled with a
{piritual andfaving knowledge of God and Chrift,
«communicated by it, and of the truth of it ; and
that not in a fuperficial way and manner, but
even as the waters cover the fead, which are
very deep, and large, and {preading, and which
knowledge will be communicated to a large num-
ber of perfons. This will be, when the angel,
not any particular minifler, as Luther, or any
ether, but a fet of gofpel minifters in the latter
day, fo called from their office, fball flee tn the
midf of heaven; difcharge their office with
great readinefs and {wiftnefs, and in the moft
public manner in the church of God; Aaving
the everlafling gofpel, not a little dry morality,
but the goipel of the grace of God, the good
news of life apd falvation by Jefus Chrift; whleh
\eonﬁﬁs of everlaﬁmg things, of everlafting love:,

¢ Luke xviii. 8. d Ifa. xi. g.
an
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an everlafting covenant, an everlafting Sayioul',
and everlafting falvation; and which was or-
dained before the world, as well as will conti-
nue to the end of it; having this not in their
heads only, but in their hearts, and in their
mouths, and a commiffion to preach it to them
that dwell on the earth, and to every nation,
and kindred, and tongue, and people®. Thefe
will be very diligent and induftrious, {pare no
pains, be indefatigable in their work ; they will
be many, and will run to and fro; and by thise
means Anowledge will be increafedf: this will
be the time, even in the Philadel hian flate,
when there will be a1 open door fet, which no
man can fhutg; an opportunity of preaching
the gofpel every where, and which will_be ta-
ken and ufed; when a wonderful door of utter-
ance will be given to minifters of the word,
who will open their mouths freely and boldly,
and with great fuccefs. The do&rines of the
gofpel are the [iving waters, fo called, for their
refrefhing and quickening nature, both to dead
finners and drooping faints, that at this time
Jhall go out of Ferufalem, the church of Gods
half of them towardsthe former fea, or the eaft- .
«* ern feah, as the Targum . the Perﬁa,n fea,

* e Rev. xiv. 6, £ D:m xii. 4a |
g Reviiii. 8. h Fmamdncha, iy
which
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whieh lay eaft of Jerufalem, and fo bcfdre it
and Ralf of them towards the hinder fea, or the
weftern feal, as the fame paraphrafe ; the Medis
terranean fea, which lies to the weft of Jerufas
lem, and fo behind it ; and both denoting the
{pread of the gofpel in the latter day, eaft and
weft, for the.converfion of the eaftern nations in
China, Tartary, Perfia, &c. and for the convers
fion of the weftern nations in Europe ; n_fum-

mer and in winter fball it bek. ‘Thefe wae
ters will be ever flowing, thefe doétrines will be

coﬁﬂ:antly preachmg ; nor will the miniftry of
the word bghindred by any heat of pcrfecutlon,
or by any coldnefs or indifference to it.
. 3dly, There will be very large converfions
every where, in the feveral parts of the world :

in all Popifh countries, and antichriftian ftates
even the ten kings, that have given their kmg—
doms to the beaft, have been aﬁ'ociates of antis’
chrift, and reigned with him, fhall withdraw
from him ; they and their fubje@ts fhall revolt
from him, and be converted, and embrace the
pure gofpel as it will be the chriftian princes
and poteitates that will pour out the feven yialy
-on antichrift, they will carry the gofpel with.
A 'them wherever they go; or, however,the mi¢
\ mﬁcrs of it will follow clofely at their heeis"“

Y me mgarbab, - "k Zech xiv. 8
- way
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way being made by the former for them, whofe
miniftry will meet with great fuccefs every
where ; and thofe that efcape the judgments of
God in thefc nations, will not only be affrighted
at them, but will be truly converted by the gof-
pel, and geve glory to the God of heaven!. In
the Mahometan nations, the Turkifh woe be-
ing paft, and that empire being deftroyed, and
way made for the gofpel to be carried into the.
caftern kingdoms, great and large converfions
will be made by it; there is a moft glaring pro-
phecy of this in Ifa. Ix. 7. which whole chapter ’
concerns the {piritual and perfonal reign of
Chrift ; All the flocks of Kedar fhall be gathered
together unto thee, the rams of Nebaioth fball
minifler unlo thee; they fball come up with ac-
ceptance on mine altar, and I will glorify the
houfe of my glory. Now Kedar and Nebaioth
were the fons of J{hmael, Gen. xxv. 13. who
{cttled in Arabia, the country now pofiefled by
the Turks ™ ; fo that this 1s a prophecy of the
converfion of multitudes in thofe parts, where-
by the intereft of Chrift will be increafed, and
his church glonfied. Moreover, 1 all Pagan

1 Rev. xi. 13. m The Targum paraphrafes thefe
words, ¢ All the fhecp of the Arabians fhail be gathered unto
¢ thee, &c.” as it does the begianing of thie preceding verfe,
¢ The muititude of the Arabians thatl cover thee roundaboie,”

D COURLTICS,, .
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countries, the gofpel will make its way, and be
fuccefsful ; the covering and veil of blindre(s
and ignorance, caft and fplead over all people
and nations ", will be removed by it ; unot only
the darknefs of Popery and Maliometanifm, but
the grofs darknefs of Paganifin fhall flec away
at the light and brightnefs of Zion’s rifing ; the
Gentiles fhall comcto it ; the fulnefs aud forces
of them fhall be brought into the church, be-
ing converted by the word: and not only vaft
multitudes of the common people, but great per-
fonages alfo; kings fhall be enlightened by it ;
thefe thall come to Chrift, fall down before him,
and worthip him; thefe fhall come into his
church, and become members of it 3 kings fhall
be murfing falhers, and queens nur jzng MO~
thers to liis people ; they fhall bring their riches,
honour, and glory into "his houfe, and his faints
thall fizck the breafis of kingse, be enriched,
honoured, and protected by them. This will
be the tune when the kingdom and dominion,
and the greatnefsof the kingdom under the whole
hearven, frall be giten to the people of the fuints
of the Moft High?; not that there will be any
change or alteration in the form or order of ci-
vil government, which will be the fame as

n Ifa, xxv. 7. o Ifu, Ix. 1. 2, 3. ¢. 11. 16. and
xlix, 23, Pfl Ixxii. 10, 11, P Dan. vii, 27.

now 3
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now ; there will be kings and queens then,
as at this time, as thefe prophecies thew; it
will not be until the p.erfonal reign of Chrift
takes place, that all rule, authority, and power,
will be put downa: civil magiftracy in the {pi-
ritual reign will continue as it is ; enly it will
change hands, it will be entirely in the hands of
Chriftian kings and princes all the world over;
and no doubt but it will be better exercifed, be
more orderly and regular ; and that truth and
righteoufnets will prevail every where, But I
muil not forget the converfion of that confider~»
ablc body of people the Jews, who have been
preferved a diftiné people for feveral hundreds
of years for this purpofe ; the converfion of
thefe people will be fudden, and of them alto-
gether ; a nation fhall be born at oncet. It
looks as if their converfion would be like that
of the apoftle Paul; and he fcems to hint that
it will, wherr he fays that he, in obtaining
mercy, was a pattern to them which frould
hereafter believe s ; meaning, perhaps, his own
country menthat thould believe in Chrift in the
latter day, whofe converfion would be fimilar
to his; that as his converfion was fudden, in
the midft of all his ignorance, unbelief, and re-
bellion, and without the word, by the imme-
q1 Cor. xv. 240 r Ifa, Ixvi, 8, * s 1 Tim,i. 16
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diate power and grace of God, fo will theirs
be ine like manncr 5 nor is it likely that their
converfion fhould be by means of the word!
fince there 15 fuch an averfion in that people ta
the hearing of it ; and a rare thing it 1s to fce a
Jew i a Chriftian affembly.  But, however, all
lirzel thall be called, converted, and faved t ; there
1s a famous prophecy of this in Hof. iil. 4, §. in
the firlt of thefe veries it is faid, The children of
Ifraelfeall abide many days without a king, and
without a prince,; without any civil government
* of their own, the fceptre having departed from them
many hundred years ago; and without a facri-
Jfece, duily or yearly, or on any occafion ; they
believing it to be unlawful to facrifice any
where but in their own land, and at Jerufalem,
and on the altar of God there; and without
an vmage, and without an ephod, and without
teraphim ; without any manner of idols, or
1dol- worthip, they being not addi¢ted to idola-
try iiiice their return from the Babylonifh cap-
‘tivity : and now as all thefe things are exaétly
fulfilled in them, fo will in like manner that
wlhich follows ; Afterwards fball the children
of Ifrael return ; by faith and repentance, from
“their evil way, from their impenitence and un-
“belief, and rejection of the Mefliah ; gnd feek
T Rom. xi. 26,

the
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ike Lord their God, and David their king ; the
Mecfliah, the fon of David, their King, as their
own Targum paraphrafes it ; and fball fear the
Lord and his goodnefs in the latler days,in the
{piritual reign of Chrift; and it is hinted at in
the Philadelphian ftate, Rev. 1i. 9. Then will
the children of Ifracl appoint themfelves one
head, which i1s Chrift, whom thty will own
and acknowledge to be their Head, Lord, and
King ; and they fhall come up out of the tand, ar
countries, where they are, to their own land,
and great fhall be the day of Jezreel v 5 and this’
will make a confiderable part of the glory of
Chrift’s {piritual reign.
4thly, ‘There will be at this time a large ef-
fufion of the Spirit of God: the prophecy in
Joel, quoted in Alls ii. 17===20. was very ap-
plicable indeed to the cafe of the apoftles at the
day of Penticoft, but was not fully accomplithed
then ; the Spirit was not poured upon a’/ flefh,
nor were thofe figns in heaven in the full extent
of them feen, then predited in 1t ; the pouring
forth of the Spirit then was oily a pledge and
earneft of what will be in the latter days; fome
drops, as it were, were only let down then ;
hereafter. the Lord will pour the water, out of
his bucket, and his feed foall be in many wa-
u Hof, i 11,
ters:
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fers W : it will be owing to this that the above
event$ will have their accomplithment ; the de-
ftru&ion of antichritt will be by the Sperit of
Chrift’s mouth, which will blow a blaft upon
him ; the fuccefs of the gofpcl every where, and
the large converfions of men, muft be attri-
buted to the plentiful eifufion or the Spirit that
will attend it; particularly the converfion of
the Jews will be owing eutirely to tke Spirit of
grace and fupplication* poured out upon them,
, When they fhall look on him whom they have
pierced, and mourn ; and it will be m confe-
quence of this extraordinary pouring out of the
Spirit, that the following things will take place
m this reign.

1. The light of the gofpel, both in the preach-
ers and profeflors of it, will be very great, clear,
and diftin& ; the light of the moon, as in the pre-
fent difpenfation, to which it may be compared,
Shall be as the light of the fun, to which that
difpenfation thall be hike; and the light of ihe
Jin fhall be feven-fold, as the light of feven
daysy; as if the light of feven days were col-
leCted. together, and thone out at once; hyper-
bolical expreflions, fetting forth the excceding
greatnefs of gofpel light in thofe times : not only

‘the watchmen, minifters of the word, fhall fee

w Namb. xxiv, 7, x Zach, xii, 10, y Ifa. xxx. 26.
| eve
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epe to eye?, all truths clearly and diftin&ly ;
their ideas and fentiments fhall be regular and
uniform ; there will be an entire harmony and
agreement betwecen them; but even private
Chriftians, common members, fball all know
the Lord, and the things of the gofpel, in a very
clear and comfortable manner, even from the
deaft unto the greateft of them » 5 when God fhall
lay Zion’s fiones with fair colours, and her
Joundations with fapphires, make her windows
of agales, and her gates with carbuncles, and
all her borders of pleafant flones; then all
her children fhall be taught of GodP, to fuch a
degree as they never were before, fo clearly,
fully, and univerfally.

2. There will be great purity of gofpel-wor-
fhip and ordinances ; the temple of God will be
opened 1n heaven ; the true worfhip of God will
be reftored, and obferved according to the pri-
mitive pattern; the ark of the tefflimony© will
be feen 1 it ; the ordinances of the gofpel will
be adminiftered according to their original infti-
tution ; there will be no difputes about the form
or order of church government ; every thing re-
lating to it will appear evident ; the ordinances
will be kept as they were delivered ;5 nor will

»
7 Ifa. L, S, ® Jer. xxxi. 34 b Ifa. Bive gz, 12, 13
¢ Rev.xiu 1q,

there
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there be ahy doubts about the manner of pefs
formmg them, or the fubjeéts to be admitted to
them, or the ends to be anfwered by them ; all
thefe things will ftand in a clear light i and there
will be no objeCtor to them, or any divifion
about them; nor will they ever be corrupted
any mere,

3. Brotherly love, which is now waxen cold,
will be in 1ts height and glory, agreeable to the
name of this ftate, Pliladelphia which figni-

« fies brotherly love : there will be no more con-
tentions, animofities, and quarrels: Ephraim
pall not envy fudak, on account of pre-emi-
neucg of office, gifts, and grace; and Fudah fhall
not envy Ephraimd, by an haughty and over-
bearing carriage, or with wrangling debates, and
opprobrious language; the two fticks of Ephraim
and Judah fhall be one in the hand of the Lord;
there will be a perfe& harmony and love, no-
thing to difturb, diftrefs and make unealy, or
tend to alienate the affeCtions of one from ano
ther; there will be no pricking briar, nor grievs
ing thorn ¢ among them ; they will be like the
firlt Chriftians, of one heart, and of one foul,
being of one mind, and of one judgmmt, all {ftus
dying to keep the unity of the jl'bz'rzt in the bond

ef peace. .

d Ifa, xi. 13, ¢ Ezek, xxviii. z4 ‘
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4. Holinefs, which becomes the houfe of God
Jor ever, will now adorn every member ig it 3
nor will there be fo much immorality in the
world as at this prefent time ; holinefs will be as
common as profanenefs is now 3 In that day
there fhall e wpon the bells of the horfes holinefs
to the Lord—yea, cvery pot in Ferufalem and in
Fudah fiall be holinefs unto the Lord of Hofls*:
Chrift therefore takes his titles in writing to the
church at Philadelphia, the emblem of the {pi-
ritual reign, fuitable to its ftate: as truth and
holinefs fhall then prevail, he addrefles it thus,
Thefe things fuith he that is holy, he that is
trucg; truth and holinefs go together; truth
influences the heart, %nd that the life and con-
verfation, |

5. There will be great peace and profperity
of all kinds, inward and outward, {piritual and
temporal ; in thofe days of the Mefliah’s fpiritual
reign, fhall the rightcous fowrifb, and abundance
of peace fo long as the moon endurethh: as the
{aints will enjoy great peace of conicience, and
tranquility of mind, fo they will have nothing
to difturb them without ; there will be no more
perfecution, there will be none to Aurt or defiroy
in all the Lord’s holy mountaini; as there will

f Zach. tiv. 30, 21« & Rev.iii. 5. b Pfal. Ixxii. 7.

E  be
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be no difcord among themfelves, fo no dnﬂre{é.
fmm any enemies; Violence flall no more be
heard in their land nor wafling and deffrultion
within their border*. O happy, halcyon days !
I go on to obferve,

. IL. The glorious things which are {poken of,
and will be done in the perfonal reign of Chrft :
towards the clofe of the fpiritual reign, things
~ will be upon the decline; the Laodicean
church-ftate will take place; there'will be great
coldnefs and luke-warmnefs in fpiritual things,
which will be very offenfive to Chrift; the Spiri
of God will withdraw his gracious influences ;
and there will be little left but external gifts,
and outward riches and honour, on which great
ibrefs will be laid ; and there will be great boaft-
ing and bragging of them, asbeing rich and in-
creafed with goods, and in meed of nothing ;
~ whenas to fpiritual grace, and the- exercife of it,
they will be wretched, and miferable, and poor,
and biind, and naked!; and need the advice
that Chrift gives them, of applying to him for
gold, white-raiment, and eye-falve : a general
fleepinefs will feize profeflors of religions; the
wife as well as foolith virgins will flumber and
fleep, when the approach of the bridegroom is

k Ifa. Ix. 18, 1 Rev. i 15, 16, 17, 18
near 3
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near; immorality and profapenefs will again
fpread in the world ; and it will e as in thedays
of Nosh and Lot; and in this condition will
Chrift find the world, and the church, when he .
comes a fecond time; which 1s what will ine
troduce the glory of the following ftate.

1/f, There will be a perfonal appeﬁrance of the
Son of God, and a glorious one it willbe: he
will perfonally apppear, the Lord himfelf hai de-
Jeend ™ ; not by his Spirit, or by the communi-
cation of his giace, or by his gracious prefence,
as before; but in perfon he will defcend from
the third heaven, where he 1s in our nature,
into the air, where he will be vifible ; every eye
Sball fee him, when he cometh with clouds®; or
in the clouds of heaven, which will be his cha-
riot ; e will defcend on earth at the proper times
and his feet fhall fland upon the Mount of Olzves® ;
on that {pot of ground from whence he afcended
to heaven, Job feems to have this defcent of
his in view, when he faysp, He fball fland at
the latter day upon the earth ; which feems to
refpe@ not fo much his firft coming, as his fe-
cond; fince it is connefted with the refurretion
of the dead. .

m 1 Theff. iv. 16, n Rev. i, 7.
o Zach. xiv. 4. p Job*xix. 25,

E 2 | This
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This appearance of Chrift will bea very glo-
rions‘one; itis called the glorious appearing of
the great God, and our Saviour efus Chriid:
for he will appear under both chara&ers to his
people: when he appeared the firft time, it was
in the form of a fervant, he came not to bc mi-
niftered unto, but to minifter ; but now he will
come as King of kings, and Lord of lords; then

& he was fent in the likenefs of finful flcth, to
bear the fine, and work out the falvation of his

. people; but now he will appear without {in, to

put them into the full pofictlion of the falvation

. obtained for them: he will come n his own
glory, and in his Father's, and of the holy an-
gelr; he will appear in the glory of his Deity,
and all the perfeétions of it ; who is the bright-
nefs of his Father's glovy, and the exprfs 1mage
of lus perfon®; it will then be evident, that he.
is the Lord God omnipotent that reigneth ; and
that he is omnifcient, the fearcher of the hearts,

and trier of the reins of the children of ment;
and e will be feen in all the glory of his human
nature,g and with that glory he has with the Fa-
ther as Mediator; all which, in fome fenfe,
.may be faid'to be his Father’s, begauie his divine

q Tit. 5. 13. r Luke ix. 2f.
s Heb, 1. 3.° t Rev. xix, 6. and il 33.
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glory s the famewith his Father’s ;and hishuman
and mediatorial glory is what he has from him;
and he will come with all that power and autho-
rity vefted in him by his Father, as the judge
ot the world : he will be attended with his holy
angels, as when on mount Sinai, and as when
he ajcended to heaven ; whom he will employ
in one kind of fervice or another, and who will
make a confiderable figure in this apparatus: to
which may be added, that all the faints will
come along with Chrift; the fouls of all that,
have departed from the beginning of the world,
in order to be re-united to their bodies, which
will now be raifed ;there will be Adam, and
there will be Abraham, and all the ante-dilu-
vian and poft-diluvian faints, Old and New Tef-
tament ones ; when Chrift will be glorified in
them, and admired by them, and they fhall ap-
pear with him in glory.

2d/y, There will be a refurre@ion of the bo-
dies of the faints ; 2he dead in Chriff, who died
in union with him, believers in him, and parta-
kers of his grace, fhall rise firfeu; they will have
the dominion over the wicked in the morning of
the refurre&tion, who will not rife until the end
of that day ; there will be a thoufand years dift-

u 3 Thefliv. 16,
ance
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ame between the relurre@ion of the one and of
the other ; hence the refurrefion of the juft w,
as that is named in diftin&ion from #hat of the
wnjuft, is called ¢k firf refurredtion®.

This refurreion will be a very glorious one ;
3t. will net only be by the power of Chrift, and
in virtue -of union with him, but in entire con-
formity to hith 3 as by him will be the refur-
reCtion.of the dead, and every one will rife n
his order, and they that are his at his coming, and
Jecaufe they are his ; fo they will be Safbioned
‘like unio his glorzour bodyy ; though they
are laid vile bodies in the grave, they wxll rife
glorious ones ; the body that is_fown in corrup-
tion, will be raifed in incorruption; and though
Jewn in dij}'anou'r, will be raifed in glory ; be-
ing fown in weaknefs, it will be raifed n pow-
er ; and from a natural body will be raifed a
_ﬁazrztual onez; and the righteous, in foul and
body, fball fhine forth as the fun in the king-
dom of their Father 2. '

. 3dly, The next thing will be the changeJof
Jiving faints : this is the myflery the apoftle fays
he wduld fhew the Corinthians ; and perhaps he
was the firft man that was led into it, or, how
ever, the firft that thewed it to others, that we

-+ Luke xive 14%  x Reve xx. ¢, 6. y Phil, iii. 21.
2 1005 3. 42, 43, 44 a Matt. xiii. 44.

Lo ’ Shall
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ﬁ;zll not all Sleep, or die, but we jbn;ll all, be |

changed v ; even thofe that Jie: fuch as will be

alive at the coming of Chrift, thall undcrgb 2

change epuivalent to death ; their bodies fhall be

chahged from mortal to immortal, from cor- -

ruptible to incorruptible ones; and their fouls
 fhall become at once perfeétly pure and holy:
-1 have fometimes thought, that that change
which pafles upon the heai'fs of the people of
God at the inftant of death, or will pafs upon

living faints at the time I fpeak of, when hearts

{o full of finfull luft, pollution, and wickednefs;
will be at once cleared of all, 1s a greater evi~
dence and difplay of-the power of God, than
the change that pafles upon their bodies, either
at the refurre@ion, or at this time. 'This being

done, thefe living faints changed, fball be caught .

up together with the raifed ones, to meet. the

Lord in the airc; where it feems as if he and’

they thould ftop a while, until an after event s
accomplifhed.

4thly, The precious duft of the faints being
colle@ed out of the earth, and their bodies ‘raifed

and united to their {vuls, and living ones changed,
and both taken" up from hence; and with’ Ehe |

Lord, the general conflagration will hegin; Zhe

heavens foall pafs a4y U with a great noife, and .

b 1 Cor. xv, §1. ¢ 1 Thefl. iv. I""
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the elements flall melt with fervent heat ! the.
earth.alfo, and the works that are therein,
Jhall be burnt up, with all the wicked in it 3
Sfar the heavens and the earth that now are,
that is, the earth, with its {urrounding atmofi-
phere, are kept in flore, referved unto fire, for
the perdition of ungodly mend: when,
sthly, There will {uccced new heavens and
a new earth, which God has promifed, and -
which, the Apoftle Peter fays, faints look for
according to his promif ; and which the apof-
cth; John had a vifion ofe. In this new earth
Chrift will defcend and dwell; herc the taber-
nacle of God will be with men, and he fhall dwell
aith them®: this will be the feat of Chrift’s per-
fonal reign; here he will reign before his antients
gloriouly ; here he will bave his palace, and
keep his court, and difplay his glory, and the
reatnefs of his majefty ; and bere his people
will dwell with him, who will now be a//
righteous, perfeitly {o, even rightcoufnefs itfeif’;
for in thefe new heavens and new earth will
dwell righteoufnefs 8 5 nothing fhall enter into
this glorious new Jerufalem-ftate, that makes
" an aigienination or a lie; it will be perfetly an

| d 2 Pet. iii, 7. 100 e 2 Pet. iii. 13, * Rev. xxi. 1.
f Rev.xxic 30 o g Madx, a1, 2 Pet.iil 13
REVQ xxin 2;’-
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holy city, confifting wholly of holy perfons;
wherefore blgffed and holy is he that hath*part
in the firfl refurreclion™ > nor will therebe any
enemy to annoy the faints in this ftate; the
wicked will be all burnt and deftroyed at the
general couflagration ; the beait and falfe prophet,
before this, will be caft alive into the lake of fire
burning with brimftone ; Satan will b¢ bound
by Chrift, and caft into the bottomlefs pit,
where lie will remaiii till the thoufand years
are fulfilled : for fo long will this ftate continue ;
io long Satan will be bound ; fo long the faints
will live and reign'with Chrifti; this will be the
day of the Lord, which is as a thoufand years,
and which thoufand years will be as one dayk.,
At the clofe of thefe years Satan will be loofed
again, and the wicked dead will be raifed!;
which, with the whole pofle of devils, will
make the Gog and Magog army, who fhall be
in the four quarters of the world, and go upon
the breadth of the earth; and whofe number
thall be as the fand of the fea, being all the

h Rev. xx. 6. i Rev. xx. 1=6, k 2 Pet. ii. B,

1 As 1 do not fuppofe that the carth, at the conflagration,
will be annihilated, or be deftroyed, as to the fubftance of ir,
only purified by fire, refined and cleared of all noxious qua‘mies,

and therfore called a #ew earth ; fo (confidering the omnipotenice
of God) there cah be no difficulty about the repofitories of the
afhes of the wicked, or the place from whene® they will be Faifed,

any ore than aboug tlie place wheie the dutt of Adum, and all
from the beginning of the world, is laid up, -

*F - W?cl{ie'dﬁ
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wmkcd that have been from the ‘beginning of
,the world; a large army indecd, fuch an one as
never was before, confifting of enraged devils,
and of men raifed with all that malice and wick-
ednefs they died in, with Satan at the head of
them; by whom they will be animated to make
this laft feeble and foolifh effort, for their reco-
very and liberty ; in order to which they will
compafs the camp of the faints about, the be-
Joved city ; who will be in no manner of pain and
. uneafinefs at the appearance of this {ceming for-
midable army ; being clothed with immortality,
{ecured by the power of God, and Chrift being in
perfon with them ; when fire thall come down
from heaven and devour the wicked ; the wrath
of GGod fhall {eize them, diftrefs and terrify them,
divert them from their purpoie, and throw them
,_mto the utmoft confternation and confufion ; ;

'md when they fhall be dragged to the, tribunal
of Chrift, and ftand before him, fmall and great,

. and be judged according to their works, and caft

| luto the lake of fire; where they will be in

,comPany with the devil, the beaft, and falie
- pwphet, -anid be tormented with them for ever:
""and everm, "

: This will iffyé in the ultimate ‘glofy ; when
wm faints fh¥1 be for éver with¥heLord; fhall

o Wit a5 he i enjoy ummempted cofmmu-
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mon W1ﬂl F'\ther Sam aﬂﬂ sglrlt, haw th@
company ‘of angels, and+be in pofieftion of thofe -
things which eye hath not feen, nor ear heard,
por has it entered into the heart of fman to con«.
ceiveé of. But my intention being only to.give
you an account of the glorxous thmgs that fhall
be in the {piritual and perfonal reign of Chrift ;
here 1 ftop, here 1 end,and clofe all with a‘
word or two. 4

1. All this fhews and proves, that the churbh
and people of God are the objeés of his love, thats
he loves the gates of Zion indeed ; the churchis
his Hephzibah, in whom he deliglits, and to
whom he is married ; “and therefore has he faid
thefe glorious things of her; and therefore will
he make them good : and if the faints have an
intereft in the love of God, they need not care
what the world fay or think of them, or what .
they can do ‘unto them; though they are with
.them the offscouring of all thmgs, they are pxe,-
cious in the fight of God.

2. Itis evident from hence, that the church
of Chrift is lafting and durable, and cannot be
deﬁroyed ; its foundation is in the holy moun-
tains; it is built on a rock the gates of hell
cannot anevml againft’; its wills, in the fpmtual
reign, are fal¥ation, and its gaces pralfe and‘

L)

‘what a defmptloa haVe we ﬁf Ry €
and fowldaymgwﬁﬁf fewf&%m f.; ' "
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tmi'fari;tl reign, undet the name of the New je-
rufalem ! It will continue through every age,
afid come into every ftate it is faid it thould,
and will endute to all eternity,

3. Seeing fuch glorious things are {poken ot
it, and that by the T.ord, we necrd not doubt,
but fhould believe, there will be n performance
of them § and thou!d be looking tor them, and
at the woift fhould Lft up om heads with jov,
fihce our redenaption diaw > e,

* 4. Happy arc thole that belong to this citv.
who are tellow-citizens with the faints, and of
the houthold of God; whoit citizenflup i,
heaven, and they Lavea right to enter in through
«the gates nto the holy city, tic new Jerufilem
but mifcrable will thofc be that will be with-
out, for withou* are do7s; and then he that 1s
unjuft, will be unjuft fhil ; and he that is fil-
thy, will befilthy fhll 5 and he that 1s nghte-
nus, will be righteous ftill; and he that is holy,
mill be holy fhll »,

n Rev. 2\ 11,
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In the Prefs, and fpef;dxly will be Pubhfhed
A Sernmq preached Dec. 1753, entitled,

Faith in God, and his Word, the Eﬂabl rfhinent
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