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INTRODUCTION

After his arrest on June 8 1968 for the murder of Martin Luther

King Jr. James Earl Ray retained Arthur Hanes Sr and Arthur
Hanes Jr to represent hun in the upcoming trial in Tennessee To
fund the defense Ray and his attorneys entered into a contract with
an author William Bradford Huie Ray then began to provide Huie
with written materials concerning his activities before and after the
assassination This material provided much of the information for
Huie's later writings on the assassination

In November of 1968 Ray fired the Hanes team and hired Percy
Foreman as his lead attorney After an interruption of several
weeks Foreman and Ray reinstituted the arrangement with Huie

Ray then sent additional materials to the author The materials
which Huie received from Ray have come to be known as the "20,000
Words.

A set of the "20,000 Words was introduced as an exhibit in Ray's
Habeas Corpus proceedings following the guilty plea A complete
copy of this exhibit was obtained from the Federal District Court for
the Western District of Tennessee by the staff of the House Select
Committee on Assassinations in August of 1977 It appears on the

pages that follow No effort has been made to impose an organization
on the material contained in the Habeas exhibit
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