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INTERIL.TIQN.L MILIT.RY TRIBUN.L FOR THE F.R E.LST

THE UNITED ST.TLE8 OF .JMERIC.., et, al
wSwe

LRAKT Sadao, et al

rorn Deposition

Deponent :=-TATSUMI, Yeiichi

thving first guly sworn an octh s on att-ched sheet and 1n

scecordance with the procedure followed in my country I hereby depose

as follows,

I, T.TSUMI, Yeiichi, of lawful age, being first duly sworn in

accordznce with the custom in my country, depose as follows:

T have been asked~ff I know anything ebout Gen. DOHIH.R. '8

et’citude towcrds prisoners of Wer during the time he was Commanding

Generalﬁpf the Eastern .ree .rmy of Jepan, which position he held

from Mey, 1943, until Merch, 1944 I have 2lso been asked if I

know enything concerning ihe control of prisoners of war in the

Tokyo area during that period of timeo. I served as Chief of Staff

to Cen. DOHIHARL for the entire period of time that he was in command

of the Eastern .irea .rmy and consequently am familiar with his policies

and with the system for the control of prisoners of war 1in the Tokyo er .o :
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The mein function of the Eastern ./rea Rrmy was the defense of

Tokyo and adjacent territory, which was by far the most important
place of defense of Jopan proper, J.s Commending General of the
Eastern Jrea Lrny Gen. LHH[H/RA had under his direct command several
divisions, air defense units, hespitals and other special units,
In short, there were literally hundreds of separate units under his
command e

With reference to the handling of prisoner of wer detachments
throughout the mein islands of Japen and occupied territories, there
was & specizl arrangement. There had been estoblished for the purpose
of dealing with the affairs of prisoners of war twWo sepacrate bureaus,
one known as the prisoner of War Informetion Bureau, and the other as
the Prisoner of War Control Buresu., The Chief of both of these uniis
was the same person, ond both orgenizations were set up dir-ctly under
the Minister of Wer, /11 complaints received from foreign netions, &ar¢é
other outside sources, were routed to the Chief of the Prisoner of Wor
Information Bureau just mentioned. In addition to these two bureaus,
therc was set up in the City of Tokyo an areac office for the centralized
control of prisoner of war detochments within the territorial jurisdiction
of the Eastern Arca .rmy. Thic mein office was in the officieal chain
of command under the Commendi n General of the Eastern .Jre2 [rmye Its

branches and detachments numbered about twenty with a total of some

L,000 prisoners, The Frisoner of Wer Control Bureau and theTPrisoner

of War Information Burecu just referred to were in no manner OI wise
Bty ML L Wk i, ) : | Wt
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connected with the commend of the Eestern Lree Lrmy, and the Commanding
General of the Eastern Lree /rmy had no control whatsoever over thesgé
two organizations. However, in accordance with the orders of the
Minister of War, or upon his own initiative, the Chief of these two
burecus cdirected the Chiefs of the prisoner of war camps throughout
Japan in regerd to the control of the prisoners of wer, and he or his
subordinate cofficers ofiéu paid visits to the various branches and
detachments sccttered throughout the various perts of Japan for the
purpose of observetion and inspection or for the purpose of giving
directions to thems 43 explained, the Commonder of the Eastern Area
Lrmy, according to the official chein of command, was responsible for

the control and administretion of prisoners of wer within his territorial

jurisdicvion, However, in actual practice the activities of the prisoner

of Wer Control Bureau and Frisoner of War Information Bureau opereted

to relieve the administraetive responsibility for prisoners of war from

him, Which permitted him to devote much more time to the manifold duties

which he had to perform,

I xnow personally thet during the time Gen., DOHIHLR.. was Commender

B

of the Fastern .rea .rmy he never received 2 single compleint, either

from his superior officers or from his subordinate officers, with

refercnce to the mistreatment of prisoners of ware I do not mean he
did not receive any reports on prisoners of war, becezuse he did receive
a monthly report on general conditions, but they did not refer to the

mistreatment of prisoners of war.,
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I know that despite the meny duties which Gen. DOHIHLR. was come
pelled to perform he was intercsted in the welfere of prisoners of war
and would teke occesion to visit the camps under his control. On one
vigsit to the Necoctsu camp Gen. DOEIHALRA lcorned thoet the camp wes not
adequately provided with s8killed mecdiczl carc, am¥ithat in an emergency
it hed to depend upon securing the services of doctors from cities as
far avay as Shibate, Despite the faet that there were meny units
and detachments of the Jaepenese Jrmy, and many civilian communities, as
devoid of medical attention es this prisoner of wer camp, Gen. DOHIHARL
managed to meke special arrangements to provide the corp with medical
care by .rmy physicians stationed st the Brnc Hospital at Teketa, only
a short distance away.

The policy with reference to the handling of prisoners of war was

forwvarded to the Commander of the Eastern lrea Lrmy over the signature
of the Minister of War for his compliance and was not formuletcd by

such commanding officer.,
On this 15 day of Jun, 1947

Lt Tokyo

Deponent /S/ Yeiichi, Tetsumi

I, Kinjiro Ohta, hereby ccrtify that the above statement was

sworn by the Deponent, who affixed his signoture and seal thereto

in the presence of ¥his witness,

On the same date,

..t Tokyo

Witness: /S/ Kinjiro Ohta (seal)
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In accordance with my conscience I swear to tell the whole truth

w. thholding nothing and adding nothing.

/S/ Yéiichi Tetsumi (seal)




