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STATEMENT

I am Widar Bagge, a citizen of the Kingdom of Sweden
and przsently Swe dinister to Egypt.

: I was. from January, 18957, to September 1945, Swedish
Minister to Janan. In this capacity I had conversations

with “apanese nitionals regarding peace treaties. I had a
Japanese friend named Bunshiro SUZUKI whom 1 had known for
a long time and in vhom I had great confidence. Hs was
not a politician but had excellent comnections in the
political world and was very well informed. We sometimes
discussed the political situation ng one day in the
middle of ceptember, 1944, he said he had important naews,
He then outlined a nlan to obtain peace an.. mentioned tho
concessions that Yanan would be prenared to make, llg told
e that Prince Konoye was behind this foeler and that hae,
Mr. SUZUKLI, was acting as go-hetwecn. Ho then outlined
tho olan to obtrin naaece nnd mentioned the concessions
that Jasuan would be nrepared to mako. The mntnt feature

was that all territories eonquered durdng the war would

be returnad. Even the 20881bllity of giving uv Manchukuo
'ight be taken into consideration. Mr. SUZUKI told me that
‘rince Konoye and 2 group of men aroun- him were responsible
“or this plan which they wanted me to torward to the
Swedish government with the requost that through Swedish

channels a feeler should be made in London. T& was cone-
sldered that it might be somewhat cuasier to find under-

standing for such a plan in Great Britain than in the
United 3tates. OF coursc, <+ rehorted everything to

Stockholn,

During the following months 1 often met my friend
anc discussed with him the politiezl situation and the
pance problem. 1 heard from him nd from neEny otheér sourcaes

that at this moment the “~llied request fo- unconditional
surrend«r was8 one of the preatest obstucles to Jeace.,
Evon those vanancse who w.uld be inclined to surrender
could not think of such a decision as lony us they did not
know to some extent 'vhat the nation might be exposed to.,
If it was to be fearcd the Lmreror would be treated with
insult or that the Yananese national pride would be
hiamiliated, then I was told that cverybod; thought it
prefaerabls £o continue the war and fight to thc bitter end.
I had conversations with Mr. Mamoru SHIGEMITSU shortly
before he resigned as rforeign iinister of the K0OISO
Cablnet on april 7, 1945, beforc L left for Sweden on
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oril 13, 1945. 1t was known that L was returning to
arooe and 4 was told that it was that “act that decided
he Foreign XMinister to take un the peuce question with
iGs  iir. SRIGEMITSU sent an old friend of mine, Mr. Tadashi
SAKAYA, former Jasanes: sinister to Helsingfors, to s-ie me.
. gathered from my conversation with him that the surposec
°f' sending im was to get a sreliminary impression on the
Jeacc droblum and tr onrobec my sinceritys  Fow days after
ny talk with Mr. S4LAYA L vas wsked to come and see lr.
SHIGEMITSU himself. ¢ was in fuct very frank. He did
not conc2al his opinion about the war sisuvation but said
tha: he thonght it rather bid. 4e bhla 24 the military
clicue and said that now it was for the Janwneso dioclomnts
to vry to get the couvatry out of the war. He spoke at
langth amosut the “moerovr a- ipecoe -loving man who had
dlways beer igainst thse v wre ¢ said thot ho himself, as
woll 28 most of the members of the Yapanes: dinlomatic
sarvice, hod beca ageiast the war from the beginning. Ue
requesten me very earncesily to do vhatever I could *‘n order
to rind out th.: Dossibliitics of obfninin, ouucs for Janun,
l.e€s,2 nagoticted oseoce. He tsked mo to ce'laborite :
tor this Surmose With' Mr. sSuomisn 0XKAMOTO, '‘anancse “inister
to Stockholm, who wnis thon toa recsort to Tokyo . From iy
conversation with Ur. 3HIGUWITIT
of his exdoruess g rnesat desize whick I beliecve to have been
sincere to do everything in his powur to end the war as
soon as possibleé, even at groeat sacrifice to his country.

A fow dags later mr. SAKAYA 2gain 2ame to sce me at
12 Swadish Legation. e told me t'at -he deuce aunsstion
18 very urient and that Mr. SFIGELR1ITSL hojed + would
ive a8 soon 28 pe3sgible nnd 0 straight to Stockholm to
nake the matter up with my governmont.

The rosign.tlon of the KOISO Cabinet a few days latér
came vory uncxpectedly, of which kr. SHIGHMITSU wus Forcign
Minister. Mr. Shicaonori TCG0 ice:dted the 20rtfolin as
Forcign liinister and the next dny the same emissary as
hefere ¢tlled on me to sny that lir. "O0GO had been Informed
of ' he conversations betwsen lir. SFIGEMITSU and muself and
that e took the same attitude ‘to the nsace question,

after L arrived in Sw:den in Way, 1945, while still
winistor tou Jaran, I went vo see r. OXAMOTO. I asked
him whethor he had received any confidentinl telegrams

- bout efforts *o nesotinte neice and I told him that 1

. P ' i1 -1
1ed severtl serious talks with kr. SHIGHMITSU as Foreign
inistor before leaving Jajan. I told him .hat fr. &
SHIGEMITSU had been very frank and had asked mé to mexe

» 1 retained a2 vivid msmopry
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a neace feeler. iir. OKAMOTO replied th:it this was a very

Serious muatter but that he hnd not heard anything acbout 1t.
I told him that Mr. SHICGIEMITSU had resigned just before

I left Tokyo, that ir. 0G0 had suc‘:ecded him, and 1 asked

Mr. OKAMOTO to make induiries as to whether or not I should
continue my worlk on this p ace effort. ir. OKAHOTO said
that he would send a toiegram.

About two weeks later we met again and he told me
that he had just roceived a telegram from ¥r, T0GO, stating

that since this hed been o matter handlied by the former
Cabinet, it would requirc some investigation which would

take some time before Mr. J:ALKOTO would be informed diffinite-
lu. 3oth Lr. OKAMOTO and 1 were vory disaposointaed decause

of this reply. L rcmember, hovever, that at ths time vhen
Mr. TOGO took over the portfolio as Foreign “inister it
was menbtoned in Tokyn as an importunt Joint to his crodit
that Wuohad a strong rosition in doscov sincc the tianc he
was Japnnese anbassador there. Later on it has also
beecoma knov that he had preferred to put in his pazncs
efforts in “oscow. :

Finnlly, I wish to mention that so.1 after my rcturn
to 3tockholm in day, 1945, L hnd the occasion, in the
opresonca of the Swedish ¥oreign Minister, Gunth.r, to 12ve
o. long talk with the «merican Ambassador, lir. Herschsel V.
Johnson. 1 then relnted my conversations with ir,
SHIGIMITSY and gzave o comprchensive account of the whole
peaca nrobLem agoinst the background of my experience in

the Far East.

L hereby swear thut the foregoing statement is true
to thz best of my knowledge and bel .cf.

(bigned) W. Bagse.
ildar 3ngge.
I‘LIN GDOM O nGY T )

CITY OF CAIRO AL AT s S
EMBASSY OF THi UNITED STATHS oF AMERICA )

Subscribed and Sworn before, me, this-lOth da7 of May, 1947.

(Siznoed)

L ai— -

nln» #iller
Consul of the Unitcd Str t
of Amcr-ien
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