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Vashington, Ds Co

e Date Initiale
(1SSION RFE’ORT OF XX BOMBER COMMAND |
- OPRRATION NO. 44~ 17 MARCH 1945
HFESTOONERY 3
Eﬂa_:_'&ej_g% Military Storage Area, Ihngcbn. Burns, . , \
Take~0ff3 : 162142 = 162229 ''ashington (170142Z = 170229Z)
P Qver Tar ' 170057 « 170138 VWashingtong 171257 -« 171338 Theatrep
(1704572 = 1705382)
| Arerafts: Total Bombing 72
| Primary . 70
Other Targets 2
None
Yone
Domb Load:? 2 groups averaged 56 = 260 1b M<81 fragmentation bombs

2 groups averaged 40 = 350 1b M=18 incendiary bombs

Tactics: Figh altitude formation bombing on a target makked by
Strategic Alr Force with TI markers and smoke bombs.
All targets bombed visuslly.

Weather at Target: CAVU to 4/10 broken undercast

| I gitioni - Nl
Flakg ' il %o méagér and inaccurate
Claimssi ' | None |
nggu‘atignss i One large fire 6-8 miles southwest of primary tarzet.
Hasulta: | Unobserved to EZxcellent. |
Remarksg ' | This information is fragmentary and is aub,j.ect to change,

therefore should not/be used for officilzl records.

As of 1200, 17 March 45

VTS “TORSTAD 7 _
Brigadier General, U, S, Army

Chief of Staff
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Frimary Tercet « RANGOCN -~ MINGALADON Area, Dump
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17 MARCH 1945

Secondary and Tsrget of Last Resort -~ None

B T

AIRCRLFT FIRE LNCCUNTTRED

- AErT Y=L Dy

RANGOON - MINGALADCX Area

(16°52'N - 96°08' )

ltl Btl :

HEADQUA KTHERS

TWENTIETH
AIR FORCE

Chief i

0
Stutt

Deputy
C. of s
P& A

Depuaty
C. ot =

l)t*pun
C. ot =~ | 2
T.M.& v} :

l }ur

A. G

(6%) to meager (74%) to moderate (20%) and inaccurate (86%)

to accurate (14%) black heevy antiaircraft fire was cncountered for the 80
aircraft runs over the area from 0457242 to 05394 st altitudes of 28 , 000 to

*1,950 feet true through CAVU to 7/10 underc:s
craft were reported on the same course and altitude,

3t conditions,

continuously pointed or predicted concentration, possibly both

No enemy air-
end fire was either

The following table shows aireraft over the area in relation to
time and heavy &b fire encountered,

. Table I: Formations va. Feavy Flak Encountered
0
é = S:? Bnmb G
(g ‘é elcase LEnoounte- Heavy Flak
o ¥ Z & o
= o Lims _ _ ered . .. Eacountered
p P | ¢ 04574 0457=584 Meager to loderate
Ineceurate
2 1 0459:304 04534 Megger - Inaccurate
3 9 05004 (04583 = lkearer - Inaccurate
0502Z to Accurste
4 2 03] )24/ QN S———— Y |/ ¥ 41 T
o 05004 =mcceme —cacea- NONE == e e
6 13 0511:30Z2 0510-15%2 Meager to Moderate
Inaccurate
7 8 0515:304 0509~15Z Meager to Moderate
Inaccurate
3 3 05144 0514-15% Meager ~ Inaccurate
15 10 1lst Run 0515=164 Meager ~ Accurate to
Inaccurste
9 p 05154 05154 MNeager - Inaccurate
10 5 0516Z 0515=172 Megger - Inaccuraste
11 1 05172 05154 MNeager -~ Inaccurate
12 3 0517%Z 05164 Mesger = Inaccurate
13 o CH 18Z —————————————— -NO T1E e s i o st e e
G 14 1 0518% 051842 Meager ~ Accurete
15 . 30 OB36=35 05384 DMesger to Moderate

Lecurate =Ilhaccurate 28 ;500

AT e el ST T TR L

True
Altitude Under—
in Fect cast
28,600 0-3/10
31,700  1/10
29,300 =~ 3/10
30,000
29,400  3/10
29,400  3/10
29,100 ~ 4/10
- 30,500
28,750 0=3/10
28,600 0-3/10
28,800  4/10
31,960 5/10
31,000  3/10
30,500  3/10
30,700  3/10
30,200  3/10
30,800 3/10
28 Q00 - 4 to
7/10

Total
Bursts

30

15
30

—

i

40

30
2O
15

40

Headings

45

69°M
62°M

63°M
509M
65°T
60°T

69°M
68N

115°M

62°M
65°M
44°N
89°M
63°M
26 0°M
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Overlapping of reports of fire encountered is evident in the above
table, no doubt caused by failure to distinguish between observations of
fire directed at some other formction (or air void), and that encountered
by the reporting aircraft, Fire was encountered on an average of 1,5
minuies prior to bombs away and continued to an average of 0,7 minutes
foilowing bomb release, which times of engagement coincide clossly with
tne known poteniialities of the 75mm M88 and 120mm M10 capeble of engage
ing aircraft penetrating tie defenses,

Following are reports of intensity, accuracy and deviations,
Ihe percentages have been determined from the total number of affirmative
reports in one direction, as sbove, level, or below:

Tabie II: Intensity, Accuracy, ond Devistions

PR . i Rl A ek B

A T L A S P s el L L TS il . W L L M . W e

BEP.QEE:? of Accursacy Reports of Intensit
Struck » o o o « 2 (2% percent) Intense ¢« o o « » O ( O percent)
Rocked o L s T [?J"l' perceny ) Moderate, a ¥ o b 20 (20 percent)
Within 150" o » 7 ( 9 poreant) Meager . o o o o 59 (74 percent)
Outside 150 . » 69 (86 percort! M1 L5 AT e e Tae e percent )

Reports of -oviations
hbove , 11 (16 perccnt) &heed o o 17 (30 percent) left , , 12 (23 percent)
Level . 23 (32 porccnt) &brsznst . 19 (33 percent) In line, 25 (47 percent)
Below . 37 (52 percent! Beriud, , 21 (37 percent) Right, , 16 (30 percent)

LR L L

Comparison of the intensity and sccuracy of fire sncountered on
this mission with thet of #30 under approximately the same conditions,
except for the incresss in a.ititude ~ 10,000 feet, would indicate that the
Jgpeness has no gun in the RANGCOON - M"NGAIADON Area with capabilities
better than those known for the 75mm M88 and 120mm M10, Also evident on
this mission vas a general drop in efficiency between 28=-29,000 feet and
00-52,000 feet, a trend thet would not have been manifest had cuns with
hi ’-her meximam altitude, as for example the 8w-cm M99, besen employed.

Unfortunately the type of fire could not be definitely determined
further then either (or posseibly both) continuously pointed or predicted
concentration types, ‘The Flak Officer, XX Bomber Command, rode with
Formetion #15 and observed a group of 30 to 40 bursts directed at Formation
#7 which had =11 the characteristics of a predicted concentration, Observae
tion, however, weas made only from the rear and not from the side which
precludes positive identification, Conversely it is dlso possible that
those sites in ranze of the formetion conducted continuously pointed fire
irdependently producing this buret pattern, But it is known, from personal
observation and reports of fire encountered, that the enemy did not resort
to barrage fire,

The number of hursts cbserved ¢t any one instant varied from 2 to
12 resulting in e total of from 6 to 40 for any encounter, nlso, reports
were received of fire directed at other Allied airecraft part.:lcipating in
- the coordinated attack =t lower altitudes concurrent with engagement of
B-29 aireraft, further confirmation of the flexible and competent utili-
zation of the RANGOOW Flak defenses,
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R.,CJM, Observers irnteraec nted tracking signals with gun-laying
radar characteristics w:ile undsr fire over RANGOON. Conelusive evidence
of the utilization of radar fcr fire control purposes, however, was not
obtained, though D/F'e4 locctions, total tracking times, or'v131billty
conditions, That the cneumy vwees employing gun-laying or searchlight
control raders to provide scme form of data is q uite certain, but because
of limitations of guns, fire ccuntrol equipment, or state of training of

radar crews it is evident thet he did not benefit through its anplication,

B, EMOMESCRIENS, BARRAGE AND FIGH-ALTITUDE BALLOONS, GROUND-TO-ATR ROCKETS

None reported,

C. DAIAGE FROM HEAVY ANTTAIRCRAFT FIRE

TEES PR LR oy M e, . e T

Two aircraft or 2,5% of the aircraft runs over RANGOCN sustained
minor flak demege, as fcollows:?

Table III: TFlak Damage

Foruetion  Aircraft  Oroup Almiﬂ . Eﬁ_il_s Glossification
15 801 £62nd 22,800/ ™ Minor
15 329 462nd 23,800! g Ninor

¥ It could not be determined whetber damage waes sustained on the first
or second bomb r™n of this fomation,

P R Mmmmw“

D, VARNING NETS

T L W UK S el -

A8 aircraft were traclzd by early warning radars in the RANGOON Area

(as determined by R.C.1l Obe ervers), it is reasonable to assume that the
enemy had 30 minutes prior werning of the attack,

-~ . F -
T BN
"-—n-*/ / / f !.'

Colonel, Air Gorps,
Chief, Intelligence Pection,
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