HEADQUARTERS
U.S. STRATEGIC BOMBING SURVEY
(PACIFIC)
C/0 POSTMASTER, SAN FRANCISCO
. INTERROGATION NO (USSBS.256) ' Place: Kure
NAV NO., 62 Da®e: 1 November 1945

Division of Origin: Naval Anaysis Division.

Subject: MINE WARFARE IN SHIMONOSEKI STRAITS AND FORMOSA AREAS.

Personnel interrogated and background of each: e
Captain MINAMI, Rokmemon, IJN. Captain MINAMI was attached
to the Military Affairs Bureau, Navy Department from December

1941 to November 1943, He also served with the First Escort
Fleet in TxKAO and MOJI, and as additional duty served on the

Staff 7th Fleet.
Where interviewed: Japanese Naval Headquarters.
Interrogator: Commander T.H. Moorer, USN.
Interpreter: Lt. Comdr. S. Millstein, USNR.

Allied Officers Present: None
SUMMARY

Captain MINAMI discusses the problems encountered by the
9th Fleet during the mining attack against the SHIMONOSEKI STRAITS
Area. Some information relative to the effect of mining attacks
made against FORMOSAN and CHINESE ports is also included in the

following narrative.
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NARRATIVE

Narrative of Interrogation (Captain MINAML, Rokwemon, IJN)
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The Commznder >f the First Bscort rfleet moved his heecdguarters
from TaXa0, FOLKMOSA to MOJI in February 1945 and in April he was
assigned +h@ ad”itional responsibility of defending the SAIMONOSZKI

TlAITS sgelnst mine a*tack. In thils cepacity the First Escort

lext was known as the 7th Fleet althou:h the same stafif administer-
ed both activities,

Due tn» the fact that the UNITED STATES did not use mines exten-
sively during the first years of the war, the Japanese allowed theilr
resezrch efforts to relay and consequently were in no way prepared
fer the sgturgltlicl type of atfack that was delivered 1in Japanese
waters in the spring of 1945. The equipment availzble at SHIMONO3ZKI

was not only insufficient in quentity but was also improperly de-
signed.

Trentic efforts wepre made to counter the mining of SHIMONOSEKI
STRAITS which ‘had a normsl treffic of 1,250,000 tons per month,
composed of 20 to 30 ships above 500 tons end 100 to 200 Shlps be-
low 500 tons. &Ln extensive system of mine watchers was 1lmmedlately
established by +the 7th Fleet. Watchers were stationed along coast,
in adjecent hills, and in numerous fishing bosts anchored in veari-
>us chennels. Redar, sesrchlights, and underwater sound equipment
were employed to qq31st in SpOtLlﬂg the mines. In addition & com-
prehensive resesrchend countermeesure construction progrem wes in-
stituted cnd each major Naval base in JAPAN was assiztned a speciflic
part of the countermeasure program,

After esch mining attack it was the poliecy to sweep from aawn
to dusk in the ohserved area. ©Since it was the practice of the
UNITED 3T.TE. alr Force to mine the eastern and western entrances
slternately, the Japanese were able to enticipate the ettacx =nd
concentrate all equipment in the thre&tened srez. Captain il iwlll
is of the opinina that both entrcnces should hove been mined sim-

ulteneously, thias forciag the Japcnese to divide the sweeplng equl p-
ment evalleble,

The mining »f the Strait itself czused the Japanese consider=
able trouble tecause of the currents which compliceted sweeping and
moved the mines rnd because of the necessity of sweeping the entire
Strait completely in order th:t ships could move to moorings elong
the beech.

When the Stroit was mined, meny mines were invcricbley recov-
ered on the beach. 0n 27 May The Japenese recovered 30 such mines
ctnd it was at this time they discovered the magnetic pressure type.
At times the tr:zffi¢ in the Strcits became soO jammed'that 1% was
necessary to force ships through rﬂg;rdless »f lesses. Occesionclly
destrovers and submarines pessed through the Streits. On 25 Mey
one llght cruliser cnd six destroyers proceeded through thae Sbrulus
elthough it wes not considered safe. One dbstroyer wes hit &nd
heavily damcged. Two submerines were sunk at ¢ lcter dete and short-
ly after the wer, two destroyers were sunk while enroutu to SASEBO,

The number of premeture explosions of‘Amerlcan mines puzzeled
the Japenesé =nd they established e research section to investig: te
the p0551ble czuses, No definite answer wes arrived at, although

it ves noted that the munber were greatly reduced durina the last
wceks of the war,
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Narrcotive of Interrogation (Captein MINs&MI, Rokuemon, IJN)
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Although night fighters were furnished by the Janenese Army
for the defense of SHIMONOSEKI STRAITS, they were very ineffective,

Anti-aircraft fire from escort vessels succeeded 1in destroylng one
B-29 on 27 May and one on 9 July. .

~ « [ssésteC by Lieuténent Conwﬂrérr Ay BB tek;l o ves 2180
eS8l rned to the stefl of the Mrst ".scort Nl“ct Czﬁf in bl
frrnishzd the folloving generrl informstion rclttivc to nining
arees ovtside of Jeranesc home weters,
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Mines were leid by CHIVA-BURIL-IFLTE eircreft in Februery
1944, One small vessel was dameged znd one 500 ton vessel wes
sunk. The zbove sinking was the first indication of the presence
of mines since mining was performed during 2 bombing reid. Immediate-
ly efter the sinking, the port was closed for one week. The three

chennels in TuKe0 were easily swept with the mdguetic ber end net
type sweepers.

KIIRUN, FORMOSA

One large merchantman was damaged and beached. Number of
mines were insufficient to cause serious trouble.

Area between HONGKONG &nd HAINAN

Many smell ships mined end sunk. Considereble damage January
and February 1945. One 10,000 ton tanker mined &.d hecvily dem-

aged. Shipping routes were continuelly changed in aneffort to .
avoid mines, |

S INGAPOLE

One tcnker sunk in EAST STRAIT in Jenuary 1945.

YANGTZE River

Meny small ships sunk and dameged. Swesping operetions con-
fliceted by mud cnd river currents.

FUSAN

One coast defense ship end one 5,000 ton trensport sunk.




