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U.S. STRATEGLIC BOWBING SURVEY
(PACIFIC)
C/0 POSTMASTZR, SAN FRANCISCO

INTTHRROGATION NO. (USSBS 359) Place: Karuizawe
NAV NO. 70 Date: 11 Novem.

Division of Origin: Naval Analysis Division.
Subject: Observations on the Course of the uar.
Personnel iaterrogated and background of each:
Vice Admirai WENZXER, Paul H., former Naval Attache, lef"

JAPAN in 1937 to command the pocket battleship DEULCHLAND.
e preturned to JAPAN in February 1940 and has been aere since

ihere interviewed: Xarulzawa
Interrogator: Rear Admiral R. a. Of stie
Interpreter: None

Allied Officers Present: None

SULIMARY

- Admiral WENTXZR discusses various features of the wer as h
saw it here, with particular reference 1O submarine warfare, botn

.

tlhat of JAPLN and of the UNITED STAYLO.
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Narrative of Interrogstion (Vice Admiral Weneker, Paul H,, IJN)
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NARRATIVE

JAPANE B SUBKARINE WARFART

It was the expressed desire of the German Nav:]l Ministry thet

cvery possible effort be made to induce the Japanese to evept “n-ir

nerimum effort in attack agsinst United Ststes merc.aant shipping i;

“1e PRCIFIC. Notes were repectedly exchanged between my office anl
; B "HLIN on this subject an? directives from home instructed me 4o

pPress the matter further, The Jananese had sne invarishle answver,

negmely, thrt tiaey must conserve their submerines for sttzck ggeliict
- the United Stztes Tleet. They srgued th. t merchent shipping aonld

be eacilv repleccd with the gresz* americen production capacity, but

"
t1a* nevel vessels represented the resl power against whe' thev
Touzht sn? that these vessels and their trezined crews were most dif-
~lcult to replace e:d hence were the one logiccl target. If, there-
ore, tney were o hezard their subs it must be FEELnsy tne Unlted
tates Nevy,
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Tne Japanese Navy thought alwavs of the Tnited states carriers,
They tel'zed sbout hov meny wers bullding, and how many were in the
PRCIFIC &nd th:t these must be sunk; but it was elwayvs carriers tiey
telked sbout. Next after that the. would attsck battleships & nd
lesscr ships but nover the merchrntmen except under most favorzllc
coaditions. On instrustions frow BIALIN T suggested specifieslly
that they concrntrete on certsin suptly lines, with & chence of ¢ =

el ' Jd (-

teeking teners =nd trenspoarts, but they refussd, I sugzeated

- b

desirability of #t acting the route betwecn HOJOLULY end tioe

i ;

J 'f \ J
Coast hecause thot waynld faree T1e usa of convoys end would foreo
the withdrawal of mrny escorts from the Western PoCirIC, agein Theo
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shswer wes negetive; the mission wes th: aAmerican carricrs =nd i 5
could not be changcd on this principle.

As ¢ metter o7 fact they h=2d much the s:ime st+itude towerds *ho
criployment of the zir forces. They felt they ¢92ild only be riskes
cpeinst the me jor threst, which wes the americsn Flezt. The cnemy
fleet, they said, was bound to ottezek JLPAN; therefore they must de-
Lroy 1t fipet,

The Javanese hed poor types of submcrines in this war. HMFirst

o' all they were too big for easy nendling under weter when under at-
teek, end conscguently were too cesily degstroyed, Then the zsdic end
sonic and reder couipment wes very for behind in develcpment, Vie
therefore errenged to bring over here a type D=2 boct vriich would be

best for theom.  We brouzit 1t to XKURE, to the Navy Yard, where the
epanese studied it very carcfully, removing the enzin:s and much

2T the equipment and lnoked into every pert of thoe eonstruction.

But ther then came to the conclusion that this tyne boat wazs too

complicrted for eonstructinn in Jarsy at this timo.

We arrenged for one full Japeicse sub erew £9 be sent to
JqonELNY, (via the west cosst of rP.NCi), for training., They hrd, I
: think, very good treining in Gerrzn boats and in Germen ¢ tieck . +h=
2ds; but unfortunately they got caugnt in the North ATLANTIC in
zarly 1944 while returning here.

Blockade running by Submerines betwecn JAPAN ond GoRlIaNY

Throughout the wer I as in chearge of this oper:ction, Ususlly
the boats coming from GERMANY-czme to PENANG or SINGAPOLE and T
arronged to ship the vital Japanese matericls down For LOEIpe g
€> bring what ceme from GERMANY up to JAPAN. I h-d represent . us i 8
down south to hendle matters there. These people 21so brougnt m
information on the latest submeirine wer methods.
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ile shipped from JAPAN quinine and tin and other vital materials

in exchange for some optical goods, plans for airplanes, and machine
tool equipment. Also, we exchanged special personnel thls way.

But this was not so easy an arrangement because Of the American'
submarines on the route between JAPAN and the South. I knew much of

this becesuse of the shipping for which I was responsible, which I
have mentioned. It was terrible. Sometimes the entire convoy 1in-

cluding all my material would be lost. It seemed that nothing could
get through.

TAPANESE ATTITUDE AND CAPABILITINS

Early in the war 1 made a trip through the South Sea Islands
(NEI) and up through the Merisnas to see conditlons with my own eyes.
I was astounded in the South Seas. The Japanese there were thor-
oughly enjoying the jush life., They had parties continually and
were drinking all the liquor they had captured. I asked them why
them why they did not prepare fortifications and do something To
meke these places stronger, but they sald that the Americans would
never come, that they could not fight in the jungle and that they
were not the kind of people who could stand warfare in the South.
as far as I know all those neople in those places, both Army and Navy
once they had zot into a place where there was no fignting, would do

nothing more about the war.

Obviously, in such time the war effort must be the maximum of
the country, but here in JAPAN 1t was very difficult because of the
corruption on every hend & nd the continusl fighting for position.,
Anything would be done to get power during the war. Sometimes very
good men were kept at their work only a very few weeks or a Very few
months because some one else would get the job through corruption.
You cennot be efficient with key positions corstantly changing.

IMPRESSIONS AND LESSONS OF Tid: WAR
About the Battle of MIDWAY, not so many people knew how things
had gone there but there was SOmE depression among those who did
know., However, they were still too proud about their early success
and these peébple simply said that they would work harder and would

be 0,K. again.

The Japanese were just not fittced for large scale operations as
other countries. GUADALCsNAL was an exemple, where they kept puttirg
in their strength little by ldttle to sec it all dcstroyed without
any benefit.

SAIPAN was reeally understood to be a matter of life or deeth.
About that time they begen telling the pcople the truth =hout the
war. They begen preparing them for whatever must happen. Before
that, they hed been doing nothing but fooling the people.

It wes ridiculous the way the Jepanese Army planes made exag-
gerzted reports of tie encmy ships they hed sunk. 1 think it must
have been because they felt they hzd to report successes to compare
favorably with the Navy. Thils foolishness I think hed bed results.

After the Battle of LEYTZ the Jopanese surf:ce Navy was destroyed
and it wes decided to meke the Novy only oviation. Most of the re-
meining ships w-re put out of commission in vcorious places end the
crews were used for £11 kinds of avietlon WorT <. Those who could not
be used for necvel cvietlon were trensferred to the Army. This was
in preparetion for the finsl battle, but of course it was too late
snd it wes not pushed ahecd enough. It was the idees that the Specid
Attsock Force would be trzined espically to attoeck your carricrse
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There was n> real Imperial Headquarters. The Chilefs of Staff
of the Navy and of the Zrmy would get together to discuss some
matters whercs »oth were interested. That then was a meeting of
the Imperial Hesadquarters; but when they adjourned the Headquarters
was no more.

MISCELLANEQUS

Of course the Japanese over-estimated their own strength and
underestimeted the enemy. Then, they had very long supply lineswhich
they could not protect; they admitted this in a pre-war statement.
These were hasic reasons for their failure t> do better in the war,
After that, I would say the reasons Tor their disaster could be
classed atout ss follows in order of importance: First, and by far
the worse, were the attacks of the highly efficient American subma-
rines on thc merchant shipping. Most seriosus of all here was the
sinking of tankers and hence the loss of oil from the South. The
second factor in importance was the destruction of the Japanese
Navy, so they knew they could then not stop the enemy from coming to
these vital areas. The third, which no doubt had some affect to
close the war, was the air bombing attack on this country.

This was predominantly a naval war, and although JAPaN lost the
the war I do not think their Nevy lost prestize with the people who
know. The Army was very poor in coopcreting. I heard there was
much friction because the Army sometimes had to protect thelr own
transports on the sea, but then the Navy had no escorts except
some smell boats such as converted fishing vessels and the like
which were not much good. I have not 1ezrd what you suggest, namelyf
that the Army was building its own escort carriers. 1 think per-
haps this is not true "»ecause I wouwld have knowvn of 1it.

EFFORTS FOR PRACE

This was subject which you might say was of mutual interest.
The Japecnese desirced GERMANY to make peace with RUSSIA. Of course
this was impossible. Then they wanted to mezke some egreement with
RUSSIA which would pos=ibly essist them, that RUSSIA at least should
withdraw three-querters of & million men end her plancs from
MANCHURIA& so the Japcnese could employ their opposing foreces else-
where. To reach an cgre:ment with RUSSIA, the Japanese were willing
to sacrifice MANCHURIA, CHINA e&nd KOREA. Next they would reach an
understending with the UNITED STATES, the plan b<ing like this:
(A)TAFPAN would renounce her position in the NETHERLANDS EAST INDIES
and generelly in the South,
(B) They would kecp their armed forces cexcept in the areas renounc-
eds
(C) The bergecining for a compromisc pesce would be besed on the de=-
sirebility of both sides stopring the wer to avoid the heeavy
losses which would result if the wer should continue, These

carly ncgotictions for pesec I understand were handled through
STOCKHOLM.,

It wes beceause of Generel OTL's efforts toward peace thet he
got in trouble with Von Ribbentrop ond was forced out of his position
as German Ambessecdor to JAPAN. This came about hecausc 2f reports
sent to BERLIN by Melissinger who was the Party represéntative here
and who had zcces~ to direet communication with thc hezd of the
Reich, Ambassador Ott wes then replaced by Stemmer end went to
PZKING, CHINA where he now is.

GERMAN R&IDERS

In 1943 & pecssenger liner: wes fitihed up herc s en auxiliery
criulser, witn German orew,
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She went around thc world to the west, down to MADAGASTAR cad
around the Cape, up in the ATLEANTIC eround Capec HOEN and got back

g far 2s ¢n islend ncor CHICHI JIMA whcre she stopped to refuel.
She hsd foir sueccess on the trip, destroying some ships. But
shortly =fter lecving this lest port for KOBE, at the ¢nd of her
vovege, she was suddcnly torpedoed in Seplember 1943, We lator pick-
ed up some 70-80 of thc crew who seid thet the submarine ned sur-
feeed after sinking the ship end hzd tcken two German prisoners.
Since we never hecrd of them egein we wondcr if possibly the snlp
mey hevec been sunk by a Japanese submarine. (Interrogetor expleined
to Admiral Weneker that in September 1943, the UNITED STATES ned
none of its own merchantmen sailing so close thec coast of JAPAN,

and that it was thercfore doubtful thaet the Jepenese ned mistaken
the identify of the vessel. Will inquire if United Stztes sub sank
it and what happencd to prisoners).
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