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KENILWORTH

CHAPTER VII

This is he
Who rides on the court gale, controls its tides,
Knows all their sacret shoals and fatal eddies,
Whose frown abases, and whose smile exalts,
Ho shines like any rainbow—and, perchance,
His colours are as {ransient.
0ld Play.

The coantess paused, as if what the earl last said had
excited some painful but interesting train of thought; and,
as she still remained silent, her husband proceeded.

““And now, loveliest, your wish is gratified, and you have
geen your vassal in such trim array as accords with riding
vestments; for robes of state and coronets are only for
princely halls.”

“Well, then,” said the countess, “my gratified wish
has, as usual, given rise to a new one.”

“And what is it thou canst ask that 1 can deny?” said
the fond hushand.

“I wished to see my earl visit this obscure and secret
bower,”? said the countess, “in all his princely array; and
now, methinks, I long to sit in one of his princely halls,
and see him enter dressed in sober russet, as when he won
poor Amy Robsart’s heart.”

“That is a wish easily granted,’”” said the earl; *‘the sober
russet shall be donned to-morrow, if you will.”
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EENILWORTH

“But shall 1,” said the lady, “go with you to one of your
castles, to see how the richness of your dwelling will corre-
spond with your peasant habit?”

“Why, Amy,” said the earl, looking around, “are not
these apartments decorated with sufficient splendour? I
gave the most unbounded crder, and, methinks, it has
been indifferently well obeyed; but if thou canst tell me
aught! which remains to be done, I will instantly give
direction.”

“Nay, my lord, now you mock me,” replied the countess;
“the gaiety of this rich lodging exceeds my imagination as
much as it does my desert. But shall not your wife, my
love—at least one day soon—be surrounded with the
honour which arises neither from the toils of the mechanic
who decks her apartment nor from the silks and jewels
with which your generosity adomns her, but which is at-
tached to her place among the matronage, as the avowed
wife of England’s noblest earl?”

“One day!” said her husband. “Yes, Amy, my love,
one day this shall surely happen; and, believe me, thou
canst not wish for that day more fondly than I. With
what rapture could I retire from labours of state, and cares
and toils of ambition, to spend my life in dignity and
honour on my own broad domains, with thee, my lovely
Amy, for my friend and companion! But, Amy, this
cannot yet be; and these dear but stolen interviews are
all T can give to the loveliest and the best beloved of her
gex.”

“But why can it not be?” urged the countess, in the soft-
est tones of persuasion. “Why can it not immediately

1 gught 4% 53 41 &
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take place—this more perfeet, this uminterrupted union,
for which you say you wish, and which the laws of God
and man alike command? Ah! did you but desire it half
as much as you say, mighty and favoured as you are, who
or what should bar your attaining your wish?”

The carl’s brow was overcast.

“Amy,” he said, “you speak of what you understand not.
We that toil in courts are like those who elimb a mountain
of loose sand: we dare make no halt until some projecting
rock afford us a secure footing and resting-place; if we
pause sooner, we slide down by our own weight, an object
of universal derision. I stand high, but I stand not secure
enough to follow my own inclination. To declare my
marriage were to be the artificer of my own ruin. But,
believe me, I will reach a point, and that speedily, when 1
can do justice to thee and to myself. Meantime, poison
not the bliss of the present moment by desiring that which
cannot at present be. Let me rather know whether all
here is managed to thy liking. How does Foster bear
himself to you? in all things respectful, I trust, else the
fellow shall dearly rue it.”

“He reminds me sometimes of the necessity of this pri-
vacy,” answered the lady, with a sigh; “but that is remind-
ing me of your wishes, and therefore I am rather bound
to him than disposed to blame him for it.”

“I have told you the stern necessity which is upon us,”
replied the earl, “Foster is, 1 note, somewhat sullen of
mood, but Varney warrants to me his fidelity and devotion
to my service. If thou hast aught, however, to complain
of the mode in which he discharges his duty, he shall abye
it.”1
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KENILWORTH

“QOh, I have nought to complain of,” answered the lady,
“g8o he discharges his task with fidelity to you; and his
daughter Janet is the kindest and best companion of
my solitude, her little air of precision! sits so well upon
her!”

“Is sghe indeed?” said the earl; “she who gives you
pleasure must not pass unrewarded. Come hither,
damsel.” . . .

“Help me to don a plainer riding-suit, Vamey,” said the
carl, as he laid aside his morning-gown, flowered with silk
and lined with sables, “and put these chains and fetters
there (pointing to the collars of the various orders which
lay on the table) into their places of security; my neck last
night was wellnigh broke with the weight of them. I am
half of the mind that they shall gall me no more. They are
bonds which knaves have invented to fetter fools. How
think’st thou, Varney?”

“Faith, my good lord,” said his attendant, “I think
fetters of gold are like no other fetters: they are ever the
weightier the welcomer.”

“For all that, Varney,” replied his master, “I am well-
nigh resolved they shall bind me to the court no longer.
What can further service and higher favour give me, be-
yond the rank and large estate which I have already se-
curcd? What brought my father to the block, but that
he could not bound his wishes within right and reason?
I have, you know, had mine own ventures and mine own
escapes; I am wellnigh resolved to tempt the sea no farther,
but sit me down in quiet on the shore.” .

“And gather cockle-shells, with Dan Cupid to aid you,”
said Varney.

1 precision % 38 UR.



243 8 i
e NBEH, FF , FUE A AR L G RES  TRAESEATS
LR a2 R R B ek (Janet) BIRAEIEIZIN
W RS R ERR £, I iR B R e I St iRARER ! )
{ ;liﬁ‘iiﬁ.,F%ﬂ?m%ﬁg{ﬁiﬁk%ﬁ’%,ﬁ¥1§fﬁ’oﬁ&¥,
i@,
(BB =R BB EEEIR, A~ H N T H AR ke
ﬁm%%%o)
(B RBFABRBEHAEREN,ABSABRAEL
My At R b SRR, —F &)
1afF—m ?Bﬁ?ﬂaﬁf%ﬁ JL R ﬁﬂ?:“‘ﬁ%ﬂmﬁﬁﬁ ’
F B, (R BT S _E— e ISR I G AR B, B8 BF
258 T R BRE (s B A 5 _ L A B S ) IUFE
BREH A WERHR L 3kal S T4 F-ok 8 Yo Fh T G AR
T RITE—LEE, FAEIE R REFEH
AR, R EHE R AR T, LR, hEL
AR
ey pteng, [ RMIEFEN, RIBES AN
M St g AR SE, )
Rt e ANBSE, T BERL SR, AN BB e A SRS
B, A e AR A SRR R EEGE S E A
Bty - v, B S , AR, SR AR RATBE? R AR
BHBERTEN (e L BRIT L, BB, R —F K
it ) EAER B AR AT, FRERE S IBEE R M
GEEEE R E R, RSARMBERE, SARMAR
i RETHEAHEREO AR, IREMBZEFH
69, AR FEHEE R T . GEIRAEAAE—T N BRI ANE
g%ﬁé@)ﬁe@zﬁﬁﬁﬁ%, DB A LA HED ,——
AR, [ BAHESIN AT 5, A R
O] E=R0 |

4



EENILWORTH

“How meen yvou by that, Varney?” said the eail, some-
what hastily.

“Nay, my lord,” said Varney, “‘be not angry with meo.
If your lordship is happy in a lady so rarely lovely that, in
order to enjoy her company with somewhat more freedom,
you are willing to part with all you have hitherto lived for,
some of your poor servants may be sufferers; but your
bounty hath placed me so high, that I shall ever have enough
to maintain a poor gentleman in the rank befitting the high
office he has held in your lordship’s family.”

“Yet you secem discontented when 1 propose throwing
up a dangerous game, which may end in the ruin of hoth
of us.”

“I, my lord!” said Varney; “surely I have no cause to
regret! your lordship’s retreat. It will not be Richard Var-
ney who will incur the displeasure of majesty, and the
ridicule of the court, when the stateliest fabric that ever
was founded upon a prince’s favour melts away like a
morning frost-work, I would only have you yourself be
assured, my lord, ere you take a step which cannot be
retracted, that you consult your fame and happiness in the
course you propose.”

“Speak on, then, Varney,” said the earl; “I tell thee I
have determined nothing, and will weigh all considerations
on either side.”

“Well, then, my lord,” replied Varney, “we will suppose
the step taken, the frown frowned, the laugh laughed, and
the moan moaned. You have retired, we will say, to some
one of your most distant castles, so far from court that yon
hear neither the sorrow of your friends nor the glee of your

Lregrot 2 A 1%
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EENILAWWORTH

enemies. We will suppose, too, that your successful rival
will be satisfied—a thing greatly to be doubted—with
abridging and cutting away the branches of the great tree
which so long kept the sun from him, and that he does not
insist upon tearing you up by the roots. Well, the late
prime favourite of England, who wielded her general’s
staff and controlled her parliaments, is now a rural baron,
hunting, hawking, drinking fat ale with country esquires,
and mustering bis men at the command of the high
sheriff »?

“Varney, forbear!” said the earl.

“Nay, my lord, you must give me leave to conclude my
picture. Sussex governs KEngland, the Queen’s health
fails, the succession is to be settled—a road is opened to
ambition more splendid than ambition ever dreamed of.
You hear all this as you sit by the hob, under the shade
of your hall chimney. You then begin to think what Lopes
you have fallen from, and what insignificance you have
embraced, and all that you might look babies in the eyes
of your fair wife! oftener than once a fortnight.”

“I say, Varney,” said the earl, ‘“‘no more of this. I said
not that the step, which my own ease and comfort would
urge me to, was to be taken hastily, or without due con-
sideration to the public safety. Bear witness to me,
Varney; I subdue my wishes of retirement, not because I
am moved by the call of private ambition, but that I may
preserve the position in which I may best serve my country
at the hour of need. Order our horses presently. I will
wear, as formerly, one of the livery cloaks, and ride before
the portmantle.2 Thou shalt be master for the day,

1iook babies in the cyes of your fair wife FHF fi E ¥l A A B B &)
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KENILWORTH

Varney; neglect nothing that can blind suspicion. We will
to horse ere men are stirring. I will but take leave of ny
lady, and be ready. I impose a restraint on my own poor
heart, and wound one yet more dear to me: but the patriot
must subdue the husband.”

Having said this in a melancholy but firm accent, he left
the dressing-apartment.

“I am glad thou art gone,” thought Varney, ‘“‘or, prac-
tised as I am in the follies of mankind, I had laughed in the
very face of thee! Thou mayst tire as thou wilt of thy
new bauble, thy pretty piece of painted Eve’s flesh there,
I will not be thy hindrance. But of thine old bauble,
ambition, thou shalt not tire, for as you climb the hill, my
lord, you must drag Richard Varney up with you; and if
he can urge you to the ascent he means to profit by, believe
me he will spare neither whip nor spur. And for you, my
pretty lady, that would be countess outright, you were best
not thwart my courses, lest you are called to an old reck-
oning on a new score. ‘Thou shalt be master,’ did he say?
By my faith, he may find that he spoke truer than he is
aware of. And thus he, who, in the estimation of so many
wise-judging men, can match Burleigh and Walsingham in
policy, and Sussex in war, becomes pupil to his own menial;
and all for a hazel eye and a little cunning red and white,
and so falls ambition. And yet, if the charms of mortal
woman could excuse! a man’s politic pate for becoming
bewildered, my lord had the excuse at his right hand on
this blessed evening that has last passed overus. Woell, let
things roll as they may, he shall make me great, or I will
make myself happy; and for that softer piece of creation,

lexcuse J§i 24; & 0.
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RENILWORTH

if she speak not out her interview with Tressilian, as
well I think she dare not, she also must trafiic with me
for concealment and mutual support in spite of all this
scorn. I must to the stables. Well, my lord, T order
your retinue new; the time may soon come that my master
of the horse shall order mine own. What was Thomas
Cromwell but a smith’s son, and he died ‘my lord’—
on a scaffold, doubtless, but that, too, was in character.?
And what was Ralph Sadler but the clerk of Cromwell,
and he has gazed eighteen fair lordships,—via/2 I know
my steerage as well as they.” , . .

CHAPTER VIII

Host. I will hear you, Master Fenton;
And I will, at least, keep your counsel.
Merry Wives of Windsor,

“If you have seen Will Badger, mine host,” said Tres-
silian, “you have heard enough of Sir Hugh Robsart; and
therefore I will but say, that the hospitality you boast of
hath proved somewhat detrimental to the estate of his
family, which is perhaps of the less consequence, as he
has but one daughter to whom to bequeath it. And here
begins my share in the tale. Upon my father’s death, now
geveral years since, the good Sir Hugh would willingly
have made me his constant companion. There was a
time, however, at which 1 felt the kind knight’s excessive
love for field-sports detained me from studies by which
I might have profited more; but 1 ceased to regret the
leisure which gratitude and hereditary friendship compelled

lin character S % &% 1 £8. 2via B} awey jE oE.
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EKENILWORTH

me to bestow on these rural avocations.:® The exquisite
beanty of Mistress Amy Robsart, as she grew up from
childhoed to woman, could not escape one whom circum-
stances obliged to be so constantly in her company. I
loved her, in short, mine host, and her father saw it.”

“And crossed your true loves, no doubt?” said mine
host. “It is the way in all such cases; and I judge it must
have been 8o in your instance, from the heavy sigh you
uttered even now.”

“The case was different, mine host. My suit was highly
approved by the generous Sir Hugh Robsart; it was his
daughter who was cold to my passion.”

“She was the more dangerous enemy of the two,”’ said
the innkeeper. “I fear me your suit proved a cold one.”

“She yielded me her esteem,” said Tressilian, “and
seemed not unwilling that I should hope it might ripen
into & warmer passion. There was a contract of future
marriage executed betwixt us, upon her father’s inter-
cession; bub, to comply with her anxious request, the
execution was deferred for a twelvemonth. During this
period, Richard Varney appeared in the country, and,
availing himself of some distant family connexion with
Sir Hugh Robeart, spent much of his time in his company,
until, at length, he almost lived in the family.”

“That could bode no good to the place he honoured with
his residence,” said Gosling.

“No, by the rood!”® replied Tressilian. =~ “Misunder-
standing and misery followed his presence, yet so strangely,
that I am at this moment at a loss to trace the gradations
of their encroachment upon a family which had, till then,

3}
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KENILWORTH

been g0 happy. For a time Amy Robsart received the
attentions of this man Varney with the indifference at-
tached to common courtesies; then followed a period in
which she seemed to regard him with dislike, and even
with disgust; and then an extraordinary species of con-
nexion appeared to grow up betwixt them. Varney
dropped those airs of pretension and gallantry which had
marked his former approaches; and Amy, on the other
hand, seemed to renounce the ill-disguised disgust with
which she had regarded them. They seemed to have
more of privacy and confidence together than I fully
liked; and I suspected that they met in private, where there
was less restraint than in our presence. Many circum-
stances, which I noticed but little at the time—for I deemed
her heart as open as her angelic countenance—have since
arisen on my memory, to convince me of their private
understanding. Bubt T need not detail them—the fact
speaks for itself. She vanished from her father’s hounse—
Varney disappeared at the same time; and this very day
I have seen her in the character of his paramour, living
in the house of his sordid dependent Foster, and visited
by him, muffled, and by a secret entrance.”

“And this, then, is the cause of your quarrel? Me-
thinks, you should have been sure that the fair lady either
desired or deserved your interference.” . . .

“1 will appeal to the Earl of Leicester,’ said Tressilian,
“against the infamy of his favourite. He courts the
severe and strict sect of Puritans. He dare nof, for the
sake of his own character, refuse my appeal, even although
he were destitute of the principles of honour and nobleness
with which fame invests him. Or I will appeal to the
Queen herself.,”

10
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KENILWORTH

“Should Leicester,” said the landlord, “be disposed to
protect his dependent, as indeed he is said to be very con-
fidential with Vainey, the appeal to the Queen may bring
them both to reason. Ier Majesty is strict in such mat-
ters, and if it be not treason to speak it—wwill rather, it is
said, pardon a dozen courtiers for falling in love with her-
self than one for giving preference to another woman,
Corragiol then, my brave guest! for, if thou layest a
petition from Sir Hugl at the foot of the throne, bucklered
by the story of thine own wrongs, the favourite earl dared
as soon leap into the Thames at the fullest and deepest
as offer to protect Varney in a cause of this nature. But
to do this with any chance of success you must go formally
to work; and, without staying here to tilt with the master
of horse to a privy-councillor, and expose yourself to the
dagger of his cameradoes,® you should hie you to Devon-
shire, get a petition drawn up for Sir Hugh Robsart, and
make ag many friends as you can to forward your interest
at court.,” . . .,

CHAPTER XV

You loggerheaded and unpolish’d grooms,

What, no attendance, no regard, no duty?

Where is the foolish knave I sent before?
Taming of the Skrew,

“Y pray thee, Walter,” said another of the company,

“cease thy raillery, which suits neither time nor place, and
tell us who was at the gate just now.”

1 Corragio gj} courage f jH. 2cameradoes Bji comrades 5 1 @
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KENILWORTH

“Doctor Masters, physician to her Grace in ordinary,!
sent by her especial orders to iitquire after the earl’s
health,” answered Walter. 4

“Ha! what!” exclaimed Tracy, “that was no slight mark
of favour; if the earl can but come through, he will match
with Leicester yet. Is Masters with my lord at present?”

“Nay,” replied Walter, “he is half-way back to Green-
wich by this time, and in high dudgeon.”

“Thou didst not refuse him admittance?” exclaimed
Tracy.

“Thou wert not, surely, so mad?” ejaculated Blount.

“I refused him admittance as flatly.? Blount, as you
would refuse a penny to a blind beggar; as obstinately,
Tracy, as thou didst ever deny access to a dun.”

“Why, in the fiend’s name, didst thou trust him to go to
the gate?’’ said Blount to Tracy.

“It guited his yearg better than mine,” answered Tracy;
“but he has undone us all now thoroughly. My lord may
live or die, he will never have a look of favour from her
Majesty again.”

“Nor the means of making fortunes for his followers,”
said the young gallant, smiling contemptuously; ‘“‘there
lies the sore point that will brook no handling. My good
sirs, I sounded my lamentations over my lord somewhat
less loudly than some of you; but when the point comes of
doing him service, I will yield to none of you. Had this
learned leech entered, thinkst thou not there had been
such a coil betwixt him and Tressilian’s mediciner that
not the sleeper only, but the very dead, might have
awakened? I know what larum belongs to the disrord of
doctors.”

Lin ordinary ¥ Jij &% /A 4F &Y. 2flatly B i 4% R & 2 S
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EKEENILWORTH

“And who is to take the blame of opposing the Queen’s
orders?”’ said Tracy; “for, undeniably, Doctor DMMasters
came with her Grace’s positive commands to cure the earl.”

“I, who have done the wrong, will bear the blame,”
said Walter.

“Thus, then, off fly the dreams of court favour thou
hast nourished,” said Blount; “and despite all thy boasted
art and ambition, Devonshire will seec thee shine a true
younger brother, fit to sit low at the board, carve turn
about with the chaplain, look that the hounds be fed, and
sce the squire’s girths drawn when he goes a-hunting.”

“Not so,” said the young man, colouring, ‘“not while
Ireland and the Netherlands have wars, and not while
the sea hath pathless waves. The rich West hath lands
undreamed of, and Britain contains bold hearts to venture
on the quest of them. Adieu for a space, my masters.
I go to walk in the court and look to the sentinels.”

“The lad hath quicksilver in his veins, that is certain,”
said Blount, looking at Markham.

“He hath that both in brain and blood,”” said Markham,
“which may either make or mar him. But, in closing the
door against Masters, he hath done a daring and loving
piece of service; for Tressilian’s fellow hath ever averred
that to wake the earl were death, and Masters would wake
the Seven Sleepers themselves, if he thought they slept
not by the regular ordinance of medicine,”

Morning was well advanced, when Tressilian, fatigued
and over-watched, came down to the hall with the joyful
intelligence that the earl had awakened of himself, that
he found his internal complaints much mitigated, and
spoke with a cheerfulness, and looked round with a viva-
city, which of themselves showed a material and favourable
change had taken place. Tressilian at the same time

13
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KENILWORTH

commanded the attendance of one or two of his followers, to
report what had passed during the night, and to relieve
the watchers in the earl’s chamber.

When the message of the Queen was communicated to
the Earl of Sussex, he at first smiled at the repulse which
the physician had received from his zealous young follower,
but instantly recollecting himself, he commanded Blount,
his master of the horse, instantly to take boat and go down
the river to the Palace of Greenwich, taking young Walter
and Tracy with him, and make a suitable compliment,
expressing his grateful thanks to his sovereign, and men-
tioning the cause why he had not been enabled to profit
by the assistance of the wise and learned Doctor Masters.

“A plague on it!,” said Blount, as he descended the stairs,
“had he sent me with a cartel to Leicester, I think I should
have done hig errand indifferently well. But to go to our
gracious sovereign, before whom all words must be lackered
over either with gilding or with sugar, is such a confec-
tionary matter as clean baffles my poor old English brain.
Come with me, Tracy; and come you too, Master Walter
Wittypate, that art the cause of our having all this ado.
Let us see if thy neat brain, that frames so many flashy
fireworks, can help out a plain fellow at need with some
of thy shrewd devices.”

“Never fear—never fear,” exclaimed the youth, “it is I
will help you through; let me but fetch my eloak.”

“Why, thou hast it on thy shoulders,” said Blount:
“the lad is mazed.”

“No, no, this is Tracy’s old mantle,” answered Walter;
“I go not with thee to court unless as a gentleman should.”

3

1A plague on it g B — 47 & B &%
14



L343 B i

VaBKR] 5 h— R AF M SE A28, BUE IR BRAT B AR L, B
BUR AR EAN,

B IR L R RA RN, BRI
ORI ERRE, HI PR, LRI ROR , ARk,
MY R B b BT R, LRI, AR ek A A
2, Bl R 2, R — I A R A RS, BMhiea ek
IRELE B, TR SRR R WA AT B 635
Wik Rl e # ),

b A RSB TR, 5, [ RIERIRIRE R
HE R, AR AT 2 AR v AT
TRk RIRPIAE &, B8 35, BREAAESSE,
AR MBS ke, R AR R a0 A, I i Y
WEFRIE 8 Pl BG4 1 SR A G BNS BE R T A0 4 A 2K,
R Fez s MR =RHB VHARSSE AL, IRz, Bk P BLAE
&SRB RN IRIMETR , RO T8 A B, B 3
FBE T 2 LRI I R T B IR, 3R AR IE
HEEMR D HMEI DT, )

SEWETEE, §AWN, At , IR ERE
eo i dipy )

b ddEaE, TEEAAEAK, AR EIOREH
fE_LBEEMEY I EMRERIET, b

FERESE: T AR, AR, SERA LA E 4,

&% TRELEAF IR ISR, MR HE 5, 88 IRARR s, B

14



KENILWORTH

“Why,” said Blount, “‘thy braveries are like to dazzle
the eyes of nonoe but some poor groom or porter.”

“I know that,” said the youth; “but I am resolved I will
have my own cloak—ay, and brush my doublet to boot—
ere I stir forth with you.”

“Well-—well,” said Blount, ‘“here is a coil about a dou-
blet and a cloak; get thyself ready, a’ God’s name!”

They were socn launched on the princely bosom of the
broad Thames, upon which the sun now shone forth in all
its splendour.

“There are two things scarce matched in the universe,”
said Walter to Blount—*‘the sun in heaven, and the Thames
on earth.”

“The one will light us to Greenwich well enough,” said
Blount, “and the other would take us there a little faster if
it were ebb tide.”

“And this is all thou think’st—all thou carest—all thou
deem’st the use of the king of elements and the king of
rivers, to guide three such poor caitiffs as thyself, and me,
and Tracy upon an idle journey of courtly ceremony!”

“It is no errand of my sceking, faith,” replied Blount,
“and I could excuse both the sun and the Thames the
trouble of carrying me where I have no great mind to go,
and where I expect but dog's wages! for my trouble; and
by my honour,” he added, looking out from the head of
the boat, “‘it seems to me as if our message were a sort of
labour in vain; for see, the Queen’s barge lies at the stairs,
as if her Majesty were about to take water.” . .,

Ydog's wages 7y f} h Jy & 3 4F (1)
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KENILWORTH

The young cavalier we have so often mentioned had
probably never yet approached so mear the person of his
govereign, and he pressed forward as far as the line of
warders permitted, in order to avail himself of the present
opportunity. His companion, on the contrary, cursing his
imprudence, kept pulling him backwards, till Walter shook
him oft impatiently, and letting his rich cloak drop care-
lessly from one shoulder—a natural action, which served,
however, to display to the best advantage his well-propor-
tioned person—unbonneting at the same time, he fixed his
cager gaze on the Queen’s approach, with a mixture of
respectful curiosity and modest yet ardent admiration,
which suited so well with his fine features, that the warders,
struck with his rich attire and noble countenance, suffered
him to approach the ground over which the Queen was to
pass somewhat closer than was permitted to ordinary specta-
tors. Thus the adventurous youth stood full in Elizabeth’s
eye—an eye never indifferent to the admiration which she
deservedly excited among her subjects, or to the fair pro-
portions of external form which chanced to distinguish any
of her courtiers. Accordingly, she fixed her keen glance
on the youth, as she approached the place where he stood,
with a look in which surprise at his boldness seemed to
be unmingled with resentment, while a trifling accident
happened which attracted her attention towards him yet
more strongly. The night had been rainy, and, just where
the young gentleman stood, a small quantity of mud
interrupted the Queen’s passage. As she hesitated to pass
on, the gallant, throwing his cloak from his shoulders, laid
it on the miry spot, so as to ensure her stepping over it
dry-shod. Elizabeth looked at the young man, who accom-
panied this act of' devoted courtesy with a profound
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KENRILWORTH

reverence, and a blush that overspread his whole counte-
nance. The Queen was confused, and blushed in her tumn,
nodded her head, hastily passed on, and embarked in her
barge without saying a word.

“Come along, sir coxcomb,” said Blount; ‘“your gay
cloak will need the brush to.day, I wot. Nay, if you had
meant to make a foot-cloth of your mantle, better have
kept Tracy’s old drab-de-bure,! which despises all colours.”

““This cloak,” said the youth, taking it up and folding it,
“shall never be brushed while in my possession.”

“And that will not be long, if you learn not a littie
more economy: we shall have you in cuerpo?® soon, as the
Spaniard says.”

"Their discourse was here interrupted by one of the band of
pensioners.?

“I was sent,” said he, after looking at them attentively,
“to a gentleman who hath no cloak, or a muddy one.
You, sir, I think,”” addressing the young cavalier, “are the
man; you will please to follow me.”

“He is in attendance on me,” said Blount—‘‘on me, the
noble Earl of Sussex’s master of horse.”

“I have nothing to say to that,” answered the messenger;
“my orders are directly from her Majesty, and concern this
gentleman only.”

So saying, he walked away, followed by Walter, leaving
the others behind, Blount’s eyes almost starting from bis
head with the excess of his astonishment. At length he
gave vent to it in an exclamation, “Who the goodjeret
would have thought this!” And shaking his head with a
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EENILWORTH

mysterious air, he walked to his own boat, embarked, and
returned to Deptford.

The young cavalier was, in the mecan while, guided to
the water-side by the pensioner, who showed him consider-
able respect—a circumstance which, to persons in his
situation, may be considered as an augury of no small
consequence. He ushered him into one of the wherries
which lay ready to attend the Queen’s barge, which was
already proceeding up the river, with the advantage of
that flood-tide of which, in the course of their descent,
Blount had complained to his assooiates.

The two rowers used their oars with such expedition, at
the signal of the gentleman pensioner, that they very soon
brought their little skiff under the stern of the Queen’s boat,
where she sate beneath an awning, attended by two or three
ladies and the nobles of her household. She looked more
than once at the wherry in which the young adventurer
was seated, spoke to those around her, and seemed to
laugh. At length one of the attendants, by the Queen’s
order apparently, made a sign for the wherry to come
alongside, and the young man was desired to step from
his own skiff into the Queen’s barge, which he performed
with graceful agility at the fore part of the boat, and was
brought aft to the Queen’s presence, the wherry at the
same time dropping into the rear., The youth underwent
the gaze of majesty not the less gracefully that his self-
possession was mingled with embarrassment. The mud-
died cloak ‘still hung upon his arm, and formed the natural
topic with which the Queen introduced the conversation.

“You have this day spoiled a gay mantle in our behalf,
young man. We thank you for your service, though the
manner of offering it was unusual, and something bold.”
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KENILWORTH

“In a sovereign’s need,” answered the youth, “it is each
liege-man’s duty to be bold.”

“God’s pity! that was well said, my lord,” said the
Queen, turning to a grave person who sate by her, and an-
swered with a grave inclination of the head and something
of a mumbled assent. ' “Well, young man, your gallantry?
shall not go unrewarded. Go to the wardrobe-keeper,
and he shall have orders to supply the suit which you
have cast away in our service. Thou shalt have a suit, and
that of the newest cut, I promise thee, on the word of a
princess.”

“May it please your Grace,” said Walter, hesitating, ““it
is not for o humble a servant of your Majesty to measure
out your bounties; but if it became me to choose——"’

“Thou wouldst have gold, I warrant me?” sais the Queen,
interrupting him. “Fy, young man! 1T take shame to say
that, in our capital, such and so various are the means of
thriftless folly, that to give gold to youth is giving fuel to
fire, and furnishing them with the means of self-destruc-
tion. If I live and reign, these means of unchristian
excess shall be abridged. Yet thou mayest be poor,”
she added, “or thy parents may be. It shall be gold,
if thou wilt, but thou shalt answer to me for the use on’t.”

Walter waited patiently until the Queen had done, and
then modestly assured her that gold was still less in his wish
than the raiment her Majesty had before offered.

“How, boyl” said the Queen, “neither gold nor garment!
What is it thou wouldst have of me, then?”

“Only permission, madam—if it is not asking too high
an honour—permission to wear the cloak which did you
this trifling service.”

1gallantry K f2 £ 80 45 ) 58k A o £ @)
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ll!

“Permission to wear thine own cloak, thou silly boy
gaid the Queen.

“It is no longer mine,” said Walter; ‘‘when your Majesty’s
foot touched it, it became a fit mantle for a prince, but
far too rich a one for its former owner.”

The Queen again blushed; and endeavoured to cover, by
laughing, a slight degreo of not unpleasing surprise and
confusion.

“Heard you ever the like, my lords? The youth’s head
is turned with reading romances. I must know something
of him, that I may send him safe to his friends. What art
thout?”

“A gentleman of the household of the Earl of Sussex, so
please your Grace, sent hither with his master of horse,
upon a message to your Majesty.”

In & moment the gracious expression which Elizabeth’s
face had hitherto maintained gave way to an cxpression of
haughtiness and severity.

“My Lord of Sussex,” she said, “has taught us how to
regard his messages, by the value he places upon ours.
We sent but this morning the physician in ordinary of our
chamber, and that at no usual time, understanding his
lordship’s illness to be more dangerous than we had before
apprehended. There is at no court in Europe a man more
skilled in this holy and most useful science than Doctor
Masters, and he came from us to our subject. Nevertheless,
he found the gate of Say’s Court defended by men with
culverins as if it had been on the Borders of Scotland, not
in the vicinity of our court; and when he demanded ad-
mittance in our name, it was stubbornly refused. TFor this
slight of a kindness, which bad but too much of condescen-
sion in it, we will receive, at present at least, no excuse;l

1excuso Bt — 7 &) 4 AY 5.
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EENILWORTH

and some such we suppose to have been the purport of my
Lord of Sussex’s message.”

This was uttered in a tone, and with a gesture, which
made Lord Sussex’s friends who were within hearing
tremble. He to whom the speech was addressed, however,
trembled not; but with great deference and humility, as
soon as the Queen’s passion gave him an opportunity,
he replied: “So please your most gracious Majesty, I was
charged with no apology from the Earl of Sussex.”

“With what were you then charged, sir?”’ said the Queen,
with the impetuosity which, amid nobler qualities, strongly
marked her character; “was it with a justification? or,
God’s death! with a defiance?”

“Madam,” said the young man, “my Lord of Sussex
knew the offence approached towards treason, and could
think of nothing save of securing the offender, and placing
him in your Majesty’s hands, and at your mercy. The
noble earl was fast asleep when your most gracious message
reached him, a potion having been administered to that
purpose by his physician; and his lordship knew not of the
ungracious repulse your Majesty’s royal and most com-
fortable message had received until after he awoke this
morning.”

“And which of his domestics, then, in the name of
Heaven, presumed to reject my message, without even ad-
mitting my own physician to the presence of him whom I
sent him to attend?”’ said the Queen, much surprised.

“The offender, madam, is before you,” replied Walter,
bowing very low: “the full and sole blame is mine; and my
lord has most justly sent me to abye the consequences of a
fault of which he is as innocent as a sleeping man’s dreams
can be of a waking man’s actions.”
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“What! was it thou?—thou thyself, that repelled my
messenger and my physician from Say’s Court?” said the
Queen. “What could occasion such boldness in one who
seems devotcd—that is, whose exterior bearing shows
devotion—+to his sovereign?”’

“Madem,” said the youth, who, notwithstanding an
assumed appearance of severity, thought that he saw some-
thing in the Queen’s face that resembled not implacability,
“‘we say in our country that the physician is for the time
the liege sovereign of his patient. Now, my noble master
was then under dominion of a leech, by whose advice he
hath greatly profited, who had issued his commands that
his patient should not that night be disturbed, on the very
peril of his life.”

“Thy master hath trusted some false varlet of an em-
piric,” said the Queen.

“I know not, madam, but by the fact that he is now, this
very morning, awakened much refreshed and strengthened,
from the only sleep he hath had for many hours.”

The nobles looked at each other, but more with the
purpose to see what each thought of this news than to
exchange any remarks on what had happened. The Queen
answered hastily, and without affecting to disguise her
satisfaction: ‘“By my word, I am glad he is better. But
thou wert over bold to deny the access of my Doctor
Masters. Know’st thou not the Holy Writ saith, ‘In the
multitude of counsel there is safety’?”’

“Ay, madam,” said Walter, “but I have heard learned
men say that the safety spoken of is for the physicians,
not for the patient.”

“By my faith, child, thou hast pushed me home,” said
the Queen, laughing; “for my Hebrew learning does not
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come quite at a call. How say you, my Lord of Lincolnt
Hath the lad given a just interpretation of the text?”

“The word ‘safety,” most gracious madam,” said the
Bishop of Lincoln, “for so hath been translated, it may be
somewhat hastily, the Hebrew word, being »

“My lord,” said the Queen, interrupting him, “we said
we had forgotten our Hebrew. But for thee, young man,
what is thy name and birth?”

“Raleigh is my name, most gracious Queen,—the young-
est son of a large but honourable family of Devonshire.”

“Raleigh!” said Elizabeth, after & moment’s recollection;
“have we not heard of your service in Ireland?”

“T have been so fortunate as to do some service there,
madam,” replied Raleigh; “scarce, however, of consequence
sufficient to reach your Grace’s ears.”

“They hear farther than you think of,” said the Queen,
graciously, “and have heard of a youth who defended a
ford in Shannon against a whole band of wild Irish rebels,
until the stream ran purple with their blood and his own.”

“Some blood I may have lost,” said the youth, looking
down, “but it was where my best is due, and that is in
your Majesty’s service.”

The Queen paused, and then gaid hastily: “You are very
young to have fought so well and to speak so well. But
you must not escape your penance for turning back Masters.
The poor man hath caught cold on the river; for our order
reached him when he was just returned from certain visits
in London, and he held it matter of loyalty and conscience
instantly to set forth again. So bark ye, Master Raleigh,
see thou fail not to wear thy muddy cloak, in tcken of
penitence, till our pleasure be farther known. And heve,”
she added, giving him a jewel of gold in the form of a
chesaman, I give thee this to wear at the collar.”
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Raleigh, to whom nature had taught intuitively, as it
were, those courtly arts which many scarce acquire from
long experience, knelt, and, as he took from her hand the
jewel, kiseed the fingers which gave it. He knew, perhaps,
better than almost any of the courticrs who surrounded ler,
how to mingle the devotion claimed by the Queen with the
gallantry due to her personal beauty; and in this, his first
attempt to unite them, he succeeded so well as at once to
gratify Elizabeth’s personal vanity and her love of power.

His master, the Earl of Sussex, had the full advantage of
the satisfaction which Raleigh had afforded Elizabeth on
their first interview. . . .

CHAPTER XVI

Then call them to our presence. Face to face,
And frowning brow to brow, ourselves will hear
The accuser and accused freely speak;
High-stornach’d are they both and full of ire,
In rage deaf as the sea, hasty as fire.

Richard II.

Both earls moved slowly and stately towards the entrance
—=Sussex followed by Tressilian, Blount, and Raleigh, and
Leicester by Varney. The pride of Leicester was obliged
to give way to court forms, and, with a grave and formal
inclination of the head, he paused until his rival, a peer
of older creation than his own, passed before him. Sussex
returned the reverence with the same formal civility, and
entered the presence-room, Tressilian and Blount offered
to follow him, but were not permitted, the Usher of the
Black Rod alleging in excuse, that he had precise orders
to look to all admissions that day. To Raleigh, who
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stood back on the repulse of his companions, he said, “You,
sir, waay enter,” and he entered accordingly.

“Follow me close, Varney,” said the Earl of Leicester,
who had stood aloof for & moment to mark the reception of
Sussex; and, advancing to the entrance, he was about to
pass on, when Varney, who was close behind him, dressed
out in the utmost bravery of the day, was stopped by the
usher, as Tressilian and Blount had been before him.
“How is this, Master Bowyer?” said the Earl of Leicester.
“Know you who I am, and that this is my friend and
follower$”

“Your lordship will pardon me,” replied Bowyer stoutly;
“my orders arc precise, and limit me to a strict discharge of
my duty.”

“Thou art a partial knave,” said Leicester, the blocd
mounting to his face, “to do me this dishonour, when you
but now admitted a follower of my Lord of Sussex.”

“My lord,” said Bowyer, “Master Raleigh is newly ad-
mitted a sworn servant of her Grace, and to him my orders
did not apply.”

“Thou art a knave—an ungrateful knave,” said Leices-
ter; “but he that hath done can undo: thou sghalt not prank
thee in thy authority long!”

This threat he uttered aloud, with less than his usual
policy and discretion, and having done so, he entered the
presence-chamber, and made his reverence to the Queen,
who, attired with even more than her usual splendour, and
surrounded by those nobles and statesmen whose courage
and wisdom have rendered her reign immortal, stood ready
to receive the bomage of her subjects. She graciously
returned the obeisance of the favourite earl, and looked
alternately at him and at Sussex, as if about to speak,
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when Bowyer, a man whose spirit could not brook the
insult he had so openly received from Leicester, in the
discharge of his office, advanced with his black rod in his
hand, and knelt down before her.

“Why, how now, Bowyer?” said Elizabeth, “thy cour-
tesy seems strangely timed!”

“My liege sovereign,’ he said, while every courtier around
trembled at his audacity, “I come but to ask whether, in
the discharge of mine office, I am to obey your Highness’s
commands or those of the Earl of Leicester, who has
publicly menaced me with his displeasure, and treated
me with disparaging terms, because I denied entry to one of
his followers, in obedience to your Grace’s precise orders?”

The spirit of Henry VIII. was instantly aroused in the
bosom of his daughter, and she turned on Leicester with a
severity which appalled him, as well as all his followers.

“God’s death! my lord,” such was her emphatic phrase,
“what means this? We have thought well of you, and
brought you near to our person; but it was not that you
might hide the sun from our other faithful subjects. Who
gave you license to contradict our orders or control our
officers? I will have in this court, ay, and in this realm,
but one mistress, and no master. Look to it that Master
Bowyer sustaing no harm for his duty to me faithfully
discharged; for, as I am Christian woman and crowned
queen, I will hold you dearly answerable. Go, Bowyer,
you have done the part of an honest man and a true sub-
ject. We will brook! no mayor of the palace here.”

Bowyer kissed the hand which she extended towards
him, and withdrew to his post, astonished at the success
of his own audacity. A smile of triumph pervaded the

1 brook % #.
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faction of Sussex; that of Leicester seemed proportionally
dismayed, and the favourite himself, assuming an aspect
of the deepest humility, did not even attempt a word
in his own exculpation.

He acted wisely; for it was the policy of Elizabeth to
humble, not to disgrace him, and it was prudent to suffer
her, without opposition or reply, to glory in the exertion
of her authority. The dignity of the Queen was gratified,
and the woman began soon to feel for the mortification?
which she had imposed on her favourite. Her keen eye
also observed the secret looks of congratulation exchanged
amongst those who favoured Sussex, and it was no part
of her policy to give either party a decisive trinmph.

“What I say to my Lord of Leicester,” she said, after a
moment’s pause, “I say also to you, my Lord of Sussex.
You also must needs ruffle in the court of England, at the
head of a faction of your own?”

“My followers, gracious princess,” said Sussex, “have
indeed ruffled in your cause in Ireland, in Scotland, and
against yonder rebellious earls in the north. I am ignorant
that——"

“Do you bandy looks and words with me, my lord?¥
said the Queen, interrupting him; “mecthinks you might
learn of my Lord of Leicester the modesty to be silent, at
least, under our censure. I say, my lord, that my grand-
father and my father, in their wisdom, debarred the nobles
of this civilised land from travelling with such disorderly
retinues; and think you that, because I wear a coif, their
sceptre has in my hand been changed into a distaff? I tell
you, no king in Christendom will less brook his court to be
cumbered, his people oppressed, and his kingdom’s peace
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KENILWORTH

disturbed, by the arrogance of overgrown power, than ghe
who now speaks with you. My Lord of Leicester, and you,
my Lord of Sussex, I command you both to he friends with
each other; or, by the crown I wear, you shall find an enemy
who will be too strong for both of youl”

“Madam,” said the Earl of Leicester, “you, who are
yourself the fountain of honour, know best which is due
to mine. I place it at your disposal, and only say, that
the terms on which I have stood with my Lord of Sussex
have not been of my seeking; nor had he cause to think
nme his enemy until he had done me gross wrong.”

“For me, madam,”” said the Karl of Sussex, “I cannof,
appeal from your sovereign pleasure; but I were well con-
tent my Lord of Leicester should say in what I have, as
he terms it, wronged him, since my tongue never spoke
the word that I would not willingly justify either on foot
or horseback.”

““And for me,” said Leicester, “always under my gracious
sovereign’s pleasure, my hand shall be as ready to make
good my words as that of any man who ever wrote himself
Ratcliffe.”

“My lords,” said the Queen, “these are no terms for this
presence; and if you cannot keep your temper we will find
means to keep both that and you close enough. Let me see
you join hands, my lords, and forget your idle animosities.”

The two rivals looked at each other with reluctant eyes,
each unwilling to make the first advance to execute the
Queen’s will.

“Sussex,” said Elizabeth, “I entreat—Leicester, I com-
mand you.”

- Yet, so were her words accented, that the entreaty
sounded like command and the command like entreaty.
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RENILWORTH

They remained still and stubborn, until she raised her voice
to a height which argued at once impatience and absolute
command.

“Sir Henry Lee,” she said to an officer in attendance,
“have a guard in present readiness, and man' a barge
instantly. My Lords of Sussex and Leicester, I bid you
once more to join hands—and, God’s death! he that refuses
shall taste of our Tower fare ere he see our face again,
I will lower your proud hearts ere we part, and that 1
promise,? on the word of a queen!”

“The prison,” said Leicester,” might be borne, but to
lose your Grace’s presence were to lose light and life at
once., Here, Sussex, is my hand.”

“And here,” said Sussex, ‘‘is mine in truth and honesty;
but——"

“Nay, under favour,® you shall add no more,” said the
Queen. “Why, this is as it should be,” she added, looking
on them more favourably, “and when you, the shepherds
of the people, unite to protect them, it shall be well with
the flock we rule over. For, any lords, I tell you plainly,
your follies and your brawls lead to strange disorders
among your servants. My Lord of Leicester, you have
a gentleman in your housefold called Varney?”

“Yes, gracious madam,” replied Leicester; “I presented
bim to kiss your royal hand when you were last at Non-
such.”

“His outside was well enough,” said the Queen, “but
scarce so fair, I should have thought, as to have caused a
maiden of honourable birth and hopes to barter her fame
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KENILWORTH

for his good looks, and become his paramour. Yet so it is:
this fellow of yours hath seduced the daughter of a good old
Devonshire knight, Sir Hugh Robsart of Lidcote Hall, and
she hath fled with him from her father’s house like a casta
way. My Lord of Leicester, are you ill, that you look sc
deadly pale?”

“No, gracious madam,” said Leicester, and it required
every effort he could make to bring forth these few words.

“You are surely ill, my lord?” said Elizabeth, going
towards him with hasty speech and hurried step, which
indicated the deepest concern. ‘‘Call Masters—call our
surgeon in ordinary. Where be these loitering fools?
We lose the pride of our court through their negligence.
Or is it possible, Leicester,” she continued, leoking on him
with a very gentle aspect—‘‘can fear of my displeasure
have wrought so deeply on thee? Doubt not for a moment,
noble Dudley, that we could blame thee for the folly of thy
retainer—theo, whose thoughts we know to be far other-
wise employed! He that would climb the eagle’s nest, my
lord, cares not who are catching linnets at the foot of the
precipice.”

“Mark you that?” said Sussex, aside to Raleigh. “The
devil aids him surely! for all that would sink another ten
fathom deep seems but to make him float the more easily.
Had a follower of mine acted thus——"

“Peace, my good lord,” said Raleigh—*for God’s sake,
peacel Wait the chango of the tide; it is even now on the
turn.”

The acute observation of Raleigh, perhaps, did not de-
ceive him; for Leicester’s confusion was so great, and,
indeed, for the moment, so irresistibly overwhelming, that
Elizabeth, after looking at him with a wondering eye, and
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KENILWORTH

receiving no intelligible answer to the unusual expressions
of grace and affection which had escaped from her, shot her
quick glance around the circle of courtiers, and reading,
perhaps, in their faces something that accorded with her
own awakened suspicions, she said suddenly: *‘Or is there
more in this than we sce, or than you, my lord, wish that we
should see? Where is this Varney? Who saw him?”

“An it please your Grace,” said Bowyer, “it is the same
against whom I this instant closed the door of the presence-
room.”

“An it please me!”’ repeated Elizabeth, sharply, not at
that moment in the humour of being pleased with any-
thing. “It does not please me that he should pass saucily
into my presence, or that you should exclude from it one
who came to justify himself from an accusation.”

“May it please you,” answered the perplexed usher,
“if T knew, in such case, how to bear myself, I would take
heed—"

“You should have reported the fellow’s desire to us,
Master Usher, and taken our directions. You think
yourself a great man, because but now we chid a nobleman
on your account; yet, after all, we hold you but as the
lcad-weight that keeps the door fast. Call this Varney
hither instantly; there is one Tressilian also mentioned in
this petition; let them both come before us.”

She was obeyed, and Tressilian and Varney appeared
accordingly. Varney's first glance was at Leicester, his
second at the Queen. In the looks of the latter there
appeared an approaching storm, and in the downcast
countenance of his patron he could read no directions in
what way he was to trim his vessel for the encounter;
he then saw Trescilian, and at once perceived the peril of
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EENIIAVORTH

the situation in which he was placed. But Varney was
as bold-faced and ready-witted as he was cunning and
unscrupulous—a skilful pilot in extremity, and fully
conscious of the advantages which he would obtain, could
he extricate Leicester from his present peril, and of the
ruin that yawned for himself should he fail in doing so.
“Is it true, sirrah,” said the Queen, with one of those
gearching looks which few had the audacity to resist, “that
you have seduced to infamy a young lady of birth and breed-
ing, the daughter of Sir Hugh Robsart of Lidcote Hall?”
Varney kneeled down, and replied, with a look of the
most profound contrition: “There had been some love
passages betwixt him and Mistress Amy Robsart.”
Leicester’s flesh quivered with indignation as he heard
his dependant make this avowal, and for one moment he
manned himself to step forward, and, bidding farewell to
the court and the royal favour, confess the whole mystery
of the secret marriage. But he looked at Sussex, and the
idea of the triumphant smile which would clothe his cheek
upon hearing the avowal sealed his lips. “Not now, at
least,” he thought, “or in this presence, will I afford him so
rich & triumph.” And pressing his lips close together, he
stood firm and collected, attentive to each word which
Varney uttered, and determined to hide to the lasi the
gecret on which his court favour seemed to depend. Mean-
while, the Queen proceeded in her examination of Varney.
“Love passages!” said she, echoing his last words;
“what passages, thou knave? and why not ask the wench’s
hand from her father, if thou hadst any honesty in thy
love for her?”
““An it please your Grace,” said Varney, still on his knees,
“I dared not do 8o, for her father had promised Ler hand
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KENTLWORTH

to a gentleman of birth and honour—1I will do him justice,
though I know he bears me ill-will—one Master Edmund
Tressilian, whom I now see in the presence.”

“Schl” replied the Queen; “and what was your right to
make the simple fool break her worthy father’s contract,
through your love passages, as your conceit and assurance!
terms them?”

“Madam,” replied Varney, “it is in vain to plead the
cause of human frailty? before a judge to whom it is un-
knowmn, or that of love to one who never yields to the
passion ” he paused an instant, and then added in a
very low and timid tone—‘‘which she inflicts upon all
others.”

Elizabeth tried to frown, but smiled in her own despite,
as she answered: “Thou art a marvellously impudent
knave. Art thou married to the girl?”

Leicester’s feelings became so complicated and so pain-
fully intense, that it seemed to him as if his life was to
depend on the answer made by Varney, who, after a
monent’s real hesitation, answered: “Yes.”

“Thou false villain!” said Leicester, bursting forth into
rage, yet unable to add another word to the sentence, which
he had begun with such emphatic passion.

“Nay, my lord,” said the Queen, “‘we will, by your leave,
stand between this fellow and your anger. We have not
yet done with him. Knew your master, my Lord of
Leicester, of this fair work of yours? Speak truth, I
command thee, and I will be thy warrant from danger on
every quarter.”

1gssurance § - [ {%. 2human frailty A $F &) 55 26 45 {6
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KERILWORTH

“Gracions madam,” said Varney, “to speak Heaven’s
truth, my lord was the cause of the whole matter.”

“Thou villain, wouldst thou betray me?” said Leicester.

“Speak on,”” said the Queen, hastily, her cheek colouring
and her eyes sparkling as she addressed Varney— “‘speak
on; here no commands are heard but mine.”

“They are omnipotent, gracious madam,” replied Varney;
“and to you there can be no secrets. Yet I would not,”
he added, looking around him, “speak of my master’s
concerns to other ears.”

“Fall back, my lords,” said the Queen to those who sur-
rounded her, “and do you speak on. What hath the earl
to do with this guilty intrigue of thine? Ses, fellow, that
thou beliest him not!”

‘“Far be it from me to traduce my noble patron,” replied
Varney; “yet T am compelled to own that some deep, over-
whelming, yet secret feeling hath of late dwelt in my lord’s
mind, hath abstracted him from the cares of the household,
which he was wont to govern with such religious strictness,
and hath left us opportunities to do follies, of which the
shame, as in this case, partly falls upon our patron. With.
out this, I had not had means or leisure to commit the
folly which has drawn on me his displeasure, the heaviest
to endure by me which I could by any means incur-—saying
always the yet more dreaded resentment of your Grace.”

““And in this sense, and no other, hath he been accessary
to thy fault?” said Elizabeth.

“Surely, madam, in no other,” replied Varney; ‘‘but,
gince somewhat hath chanced to him, he can scarce be
called his own man. Look at him, madam, how pale and
trembling he stands—how unlike his usual majesty of
manner; yet what has he to fear from aught I can say
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KENILWORTH

to your Highness? Ah! madam, since he received that
fatal packet!”

“What packet, and from whence?” said the Queen,
eagerly.

“From whence, madam, I cannot guess; but I am so
near to his person that I know he has ever since worn,
suspended around his neck and next to his heart, that lock
of hair which sustains a small golden jewel shaped like a
heart. He speaks to it when alone; he parts not from it
when he sleeps. No heathen ever worshipped an idol
with such devotion.”

“Thou art a prying knave to watch thy master so closely,”
said KElizabeth, blushing, but not with anger; “‘and a
tattling knave to tell over again his fooleries. What colour
might the braid of hair be that thou pratest of?”

Varney replied: ‘A poet, madam, might call it a thread
from the golden web wrought by Minerva; but, to my
thinking, it was paler than even the purest gold—more
like the last parting sunbeamn of the scftest day of spring.”

“Why, you are a poet yourself, Master Varney,” said the
Queen, smiling; “but I have not genius quick enough to
follow your rare metaphors. Look round these ladies—is
there (she hesitated, and endeavoured to assume an air of
great indifferencel}—is there here, in this presence, any
lady, the colour of whose hair reminds thee of that braid?
Methinks, without prying into my Lord of Leicester’s
amorous secrets, I would fain know what kind of locks are
like the thread of Minerva’s web, or the—what was it?—
the last rays of the May-day sun.”

Varney looked round the presence-chamber, his eye
travelling from one lady to another, until at length it rested

1indifference & BY 11; R J& T &.
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KENILWORTH

upon the Queen herself, but with an aspect of the deepest
veneration. ‘I see no tresses,’” he said, “in this presence,
worthy of such similes, unless where I dare not look on
them.”

“How, sir knave,” said the Queen, ‘‘dare you inti-
mate——"’

“Nay, madam,” replied Varney, shading his eyes with
his hand, ‘it was the beams of the May-day sun that daz-
zled my weak eyes.”

“Go to-—go to,”’! said the Queen, “thou art a foolish
fellow,”” and turning quickly from him, she walked up to
Leicester. . , .

3

CHAPTER XVII

Well, then-—our course is chosen, spread the sail,
Heave oft the lead and mark the soundings well,
Look to the helm, good master; many a shoal
Marks this stern coast, and rocks, where sits the Siren,
Who, like ambition, lures men to their ruin.

The Shipwreck.

When they returned to the palace, Ilizabeth accepted,
or rather selected, the arm of Leicester to support her
from the stairs where they landed to the great gate. It
even seemed to him (though that might arise from the
flattery of his own imagination) that, during this short
passage, she leaned on him somewhat more than the slippi.
ness of the way necessarily demanded. Certainly her
actions and words combined to express a degree of favour
which, even in his proudest days, he had not till then
attained. His rival, indeed, was repeatedly graced by the
Queen’s notice; but it wag in a manner that seemed to

1go to £ it §8 0 38 B) 3.
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EENILWORTH

flow less from spontaneous inclination than as extorted
by a sense of his merit. And, in the opinion of many ex-
perienced courtiers, all the favour she showed him was
overbalanced by her whispering in the ear of the Lady
Derby, that “Now she saw sickness was a better alchemist
than she before wotted of, seeing it had changed my Lord
of Sussex’s copper nose into a golden one.”

The jest transpired, and the Earl of Leicester enjoyed his
triumph, as one to whom court favour had been both the
primary and the ultimate motive of life, while he forgot in
the intoxication of the moment the perplexities and dangers
of his own situation. Indeed, strange as it may appear, he
thought less at that moment of the perils arising from his
secret union than of the marks of grace which Elizabeth
from time to time showed to young Raleigh. They were
indeed transient, but they were conferred on one accom-
plished in mind and body with grace, gallantry, literature,
and valour. An accident occurred in the course of the
evening which riveted Leicester’s attention to this object.

The nobles and courtiers who had attended the Queen
on her pleasure expedition were invited, with royal hos-
pitality, to a splendid banquet in the hall of the palace.
The table was not, indeed, graced by the presence of the
sovereign; for, agreeable to her idea of what was at once
modest and dignified, the Maiden Queen on such occasions
was wont to take in private, or with one or two favoarite
ladies, her light and temperate meal. After a moderate
interval, the court again met in the splendid gardens of
the palace; and it was while thus engaged that the Queen
suddenly asked a lady, who was near to her both in place
and faveur, what had become of the young Squire Lack-
Cloak.
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KENILWORTH

The Lady Paget answered, ‘‘She had seen Master Raleigh
but two or three minutes since, standing at the window
of a small pavilion or pleasure-house which looked out
on the Thames, and writing on the glass with a diamond
ring.”

“That ring,” said the Queen, “was a small token 1 gave
him, to make amends for his spoiled mantle. Come, Paget,
let us see what use he has made of it, for I ecan see through
him already. He is a marvellously sharp-witted spirit.”

They went to the spot, within sight of which, but at some
distance, the young cavalier still lingered, as the fowler
watches the net which he has set. The Queen approached
the window, on which Raleigh had used her gift to inseribe
the following line:

““Fain would I climb, but that I fear to fall.”

The Queen smiled, read it twice over, once with delibera-
tion to Lady Paget, and once again to herself. “It is a
pretty beginning,” she said, after the consideration of a
moment or two; ‘“‘but methinks the muse! hath deserted
the young wit at the very outset of his task. It were good-
natured, were it not, Lady Paget, to complete it for him?
Try your rhyming faculties,”

Lady Paget, prosaic? from her cradle upwards, as ever
any lady of the bedchamber before or after her, disclaimed
all possibility of assisting the young poet.

‘Nay, then, we must sacrifice to the Muses ourselves,”
said Elizabeth.

“The incense of no one can be more acceptable,” said
Lady Paget; “and your Highness will impose such obliga-
tion on the ladies of Parnassus?——"

Tmuse [] 3¢ (i Zc % 4" M. 2 prosaio [ T 8 2 & %5 3% A5 &
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KENIL'WORTH

“Hush, Paget,” said the Queen, “you speak sacrilege
against the immortal Nine; yet, virgins themselves, they
should be exorable to a virgin queen; and, therefore, let
me see how runs his verse—

Fain would I climb, but that I fear to fall.
Might not the answer, for fault of a better, run thus—
If thy mnind fail thee, do not climb at all?”’

The dame of honour uttered an exclamation of joy and
surprise at so happy a termination; and certainly a worse
has been applauded, even when coming from a less distin-
guished author.

The Queen, thus encouraged, took off a diamond ring,
and saying, “We well give this gallant some cause of
marvel, when he finds his couplet perfected without his
own interference,” she wrote her own line beneath that of
Raleigh. . . .

CHAPTER XL

High o’er the eastern steep the sun is beaming,
And darkness flies with her deceitful shadows;

So truth prevails o’er falsehood.
Old Play.

My Lord of Leicester, it is now your turn to tell us the
truth, an exercise to which you seem of late to have been
too much a stranger.”

Accordingly, she extorted, by successive questions, the
whole history of his first acquaintance with Amy Robsart—
their marriage—his jealousy—the causes on which it was
founded, and many particulars besides. Leicester’s confes-
sion, for such it might be called, was wrenched from him
piecemeal, yet was upcn the whole accurate, excepting that
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KENILWORTH

he totally omitted to mention that he had, by implication
or otherwise, assented to Varney’s designs upon the life
of his countess. Yet the consciousness of this was what at
that moment lay nearest to his heart; and although he
trusted in great measure to the very positive counter-
orders which he had sent by Lambourne, it was his purpose
to set out for Cumnor Place in person as soon as he should
be dismissed from the presence of the Queen, who, he
concluded, would presently leave Kenilworth.

But the earl reckoned without his hostl. It is true, his
presence and his communications were gall and wormwood?
to his once partial mistress. But, barred from every other
and more direct mode of revenge, the Queen perceived that
she gave her false suitor torture by these inquiries, and
dwelt on them for that reason, no more regarding the pain
which she herself experienced than the savage cares for
the searing of his own hands by grasping the hot pincers
with which he tears the flesh of his captive enemy.

At length, however, the haughty lord, like a deer that
turns to bay, gave intimation that his patience was failing.
“Madam,” he said, “I have been much to blame, more than
even your just resentment has expressed. Yet, madam, let
me say, that my guilt, if it be unpardonable, was not unpro-
voked; and that, if beauty and condescending dignity
could seduce the frail heart of a human being, I might
plead both as the causes of my concealing this secret
from your Majesty.”

The Queen was so much struck by this reply, which
Leicester took care should be heard by no one but herself,
that she was for the moment silenced, and the earl had

1 reckoned without his host ¥fi sk 30 ¢ & 45 ¥4 10 1 B0, 2gall
and wormwood 73 4ji.
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KENILWORTH

the temerity to pursue his advantage. ‘“Your Grace, who
has pardoned so much, will excuse my throwing myself
on your royal mercy for those expressions which were
yester-morning accounted but a light offence.”

The Queen fixed her eyes on him while she replied:
“Now, by Heaven, my lord, thy effrontery passes the bounds
of belief as well as patience! But it shall avail thee no-
thing. What, ho! my lords, come all and hear the news.
My Lord of Leicester’s stolen marriage has cost me a
husband and England a king. His lordship is patriarchal
in his tastes: one wife at a time was insufficient, and he
designed us the honour of his left hand. Now is not this
too insolent—that I could not grace him with a few marks
of court favour, but he must presume to think my hand
and crown at his disposal? You, however, think better
of me; and I can pity this ambitious man, as I could a
child whose bubble of soap has burst between his hands.
We go to the presence-chamber. My Lord of Leicester,
we command your close attendance on us.”

All was eager expectation in the hall, and what was the
universal astonishment when the Queen said to those next
her, “The revels of Kenilworth are not yet exhausteg, my
lords and ladies; we are to solemnise the noble owner’s
marriage.”’

There was an universal expression of surprise.

“It is true, on our royal word,”’ said the Queen; “he hath
kept this a secret even from us, that he might surprise us
with it at this very place and time. I see you are dying
of curiosity to know the happy bride. It is Amy Robsart,
the same who, to make up the May.game yesterday,
figured in the pageant as the wife of his servant Vamey.”
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KENILWORTH

“For God’s sake, madam,” said the earl, approaching
her with a mixture of humility, vexation, and shame in his
countenance, and speaking so low as to be heard by no one
else, “take my head, as you threatened in your anger, and
spare me these taunts! Urge not a falling man—tread not
on a crushed worm.”

“A worm, my lord!” said the Queen, in the same tone;
“nay, a snake is the nobler reptile, and the more exact
gimilitude—the frozen snake you wot: of, which was warmed
in a certain bosom——"

“Tor your own sake—for mine, madam,” said the earl—
“while there is yet some reason left in me "

“Speak aloud, my lord,” said Elizabeth, “and at farther
distance, so please you; your breath thaws our ruff. What
have you to ask of ust”

“Permission,” said the unfortunate earl, humbly, “to
travel to Cumnor Place.” . . .

CHAPTER XILI

The death.bell thrice was heard to ring,
An aerial voice was heard to call;
And thrice the raven flapp’d its wing
Around the towers of Cumnor Hall,
Mickre,

On the next day, when evening approached, Varney
summoned Foster to the exccution of their plan. Tider
and Toster’s old man-servant were sent on a feigned
errand down to the village, and Anthony himself, as if
anxious to see that the countess suffered no want of accom-
modation, visited her place of confinement. He was so
much staggered at the mildness and patience with which

42



T ERN IR A TR , BBk, B, AE A 5 3 B
BERREE , BB Ao E— NS R, f30E , TI5 B, R B AR IRF |
RS IR AU, PRSP IR 0 8 e, BT R G F
ROIFE! AELIE — R EARE A A—— A — L
KRB IR 2o ]

2o =k ARl SRR, [A ST, —fie R 0F | —(eRE AR
BERAYIC R SR A RS R R R REY— 1R
FRRR— RV i g, A — T AR PP IR —

RERE, (3%, BIFHCRR — RBPLER
— BB HIRAR, IR R M —— |

RABEMATEE, [ 108, RAHE, FitREREET;
TRERE B, WAL R A POR o IR BIRIR AT BE,

EBEAEOE, R TR, T FoRBETRFREH
R

( EAHAR L, TRAOEAEAMFIREEFERHA
G, R &AW E , MU B R PTRIR Alasco (3
W T TR, ) HREMBEEMNLRAR,—
FARE.)

B—Mm Bk

(R AR AmE I e, SC R AR LY — i BT, 8
FIIH AR, 1 TAR, 4200, AE TR IR RNRE, I
QT S, AR TR, R 4 R e — T 8

BT R, RBIRBBRAR, A B e MK,
FRIT MR, S (Tidu AERRA—- R
A3 FENSCERAHHHTERE T , TR,
#JxJé (Anthony ENiafii#) A C A< REIDIN , R FA
fAEFFR ATEEAL B2, A MO B0 B T Al SN AR

42



KENILWORTH

the seemed to endure her confinement that he could nof
help earnestly recommending to her not to cross the
threshold of her room on any account whatever until
Lord Leicester should come, ‘“Which,” he added, “I truat
in God, will be very soon.” Amy patiently promised that
she would resign herself to her fate, and Foster returned
to his hardened companion with his conscience half-eased
of the perilous load that weighed on it., “I have warned
her,” he said; “‘surely in vain is the snare set in the sight
of any bird!”’

He left, therefore, the countess’s door unsecured on the
outside, and, under the eye of Varney, withdrew the sup-
ports which sustained the falling trap, which, therefore, kept
its level position merely by a slight adhesion. They with-
drew to wait the issue on the ground-floor adjoining, but
they waited long in vain. At length Varney, after walking
long to and fro, with his face muffled in his cloak, threw it
suddenly back, and exclaimed, “Surely never was a woman
fool enough to neglect so fair an opportunity of escape!”

“Perhaps she is resolved,” said Foster, “to await her
husband’s return.”

“Truel—most true,” said Varney, rushing out, I had
not thought of that before.”

In less than two minutes Foster, who remained behind,
heard the tread of & horse in the courtyard, and then a
whistle similar to that which was the earl’s usual signal; the
instant after the door of the countess’s chamber opened, and
in the same moment the trap-door gave way. There was a
rushing sound—a heavy fall—a faint groan—and all was

OVer.
At the same instant, Varney called in at the window, in an

asccent and tone which was an indescribable mixture betwixt
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EKENILWORTH

horror and raillery: “Is the bird caught?—is the deed
done?”

“0 God, forgive us!” replied Anthony Foster,

“Why, thou fool,” said Varney, “thy toil is ended, and
thy reward secure. Look down into the vault—what seest
thout”

“I see only a heap of white clothes, like a snowdrift,”
said Foster. ““O God, she moves her arm!”’

“Hurl something down on her—thy gold chest, Tony—
it is an heavy one.”

“Varney, thou art an incarnate fiend!” replied Foster.

“There needs nothing more—she is gone!”
“So pass our troubles,” said Varney, entering the room.

“I dreamed not I could have mimicked the earl’s call so
well.”

“Oh, if there be judgment in Heaven, thou hast deserved
it,” said Foster, “and wilt meet it! Thou hast destroyed
her by means of her best affections. It is a seething of
the kid in the mother’s milk!”

“Thou art a fanatical ass,” replied Varney. “‘Let us now
think how the alarm should be given; the body is to remain
where it is.”’

But their wickedness was to be permitted no longer; for,
even while they were at this consultation, Tressilian and
Raleigh broke in upon them, having obtained admittance by
means of Tider and Foster’s servant, whom they had
secured at the village.

Anthony Foster fled on their entrance; and, knowing each
corner and pass of the intricate old house, escaped all search,
But Varney was taken on the spot; and, instead of express.
ing compunction for what he had done, seemed to take a
fiendish pleasure in pointing out to them the remains of the
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RENILWORTH

murdered countess, while at the same time he defied them
to show that he had any share in her death. The despairing
grief of Tresgilian on viewing the mangled and yet warm
remains of what had lately been so lovely and so beloved,
was such that Raleigh was compelled to have him removed
from the place by force, while he himself assumed the direc-
tion of what was to be done. . ..
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