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History
655th. Engineer
Topographic Battalion (Army)

The 655th Engineer Topographic Battalion was activated on the 17th
of December 1943 at Camp McCoy, Wisconsin. The original cadre of
twenty-eight men and one officer, selected for their particular
qualifications” as required to activate a technical unit of this type,
emanated from the 650th Engineer Topographic Battalion, then
i s‘ta,tio‘ned at Camp Whife, Oregon. TFive officers, also drawn from
: T correlated units over the US., arrived concurrently with the cadre.

The ranking officer of the group, Captain Lee C. Kelsey, Jr., formerly
attached to the Porto Rico Department of Engineers as Executive
Officer and in charge of all Mapping and Reproduction in that area
and more recently from the Chief of Engineers Topographic Equipment \
and Maintenence School, in Chicago, Illinois, where he was in charge, ,

N & _ assumed cornmand of this nucleus Battalion. )

’ Attached to the 17th Detachment Special Troops, 2nd Army, for admin-
istration and training, formation of the respective Companies of the i
Battalion was at once started in conformance with the prescribed ;»
Table of Ort_\;anization, Whjclf" provided for a Survey Company

jr \ {Headquarters and Service Company), Photomapping Company
o - f {Company A), Reproduction Company (Company B), and a Medical
Detachment. The overall organizational strength to be nineteen

officers, three walrant officers and four hundred twenty-three enlisted
men, Through the remainder of December the organization moved
slowly. Only one recruit, Private Benjamin George Wurtzal, was added
to the roster and his eyes started him off in the army with the false
impression that all such menial chores as Kiichen Police, Fireman,
Guard and the other details were performed by Master Sergeants,
First Sergeants, Technical Sergeants and Staffs.

On the second of January 1944, Major John E. Unverferth, also from
the 650th Engineer Topographic Battalion, reported for duty and to
! assume command of the Battalion with Captain Kelsey taking over
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the duties of Battalion Executive Officer. Other officers arriving were

Captain Kulhan, Lt Hoxie, Lt Morey, Lt Macdonald, Lt Brannen,
Lt Field, Lt Boyle, Lt Levy, Lt Konecky, Lt O'Reilly and Lt Yoos.

On the 5th of January 1944, the arrival of Company A" of the 30th
Engineer Topographic Battalion marked the first substantial gain in
personnel strength to the new 655th Engineer Battalion. With the
transfer of this entire unit of six officers and one hundred eighty-
one. Enlisted Men plus all their equipment, the new Battalion gained
the services of highly trained surveyors, who for the past thiee years
had been engaged in the topographic survey and mapping of North
and South Carolina; the entire service personnel; and many
photomapping and reproduction technicians who had been absorbed
from respective units of the 30th Engineers before they departed for
overseas. Further Officer gains at this time were Lieutenants Shannon,
Gaeta, Ojdana! Crouch and Leonowicz.

The three companies began to take shape now. 1istLt ‘William Mac-
donald was appointed Company Commander of Headquarters and
Service Company and ist Sgt Leonard A. Kulpi&nski his fizst sergeant,
1st Lt Benjamin W. Hoxie was made Eompany ‘Commander of
Company "A" and Lucien B, Heroux the first sergeant, while over at
Company ‘‘B“, 1st Lt Wallace B, Powell and Rirst Sergeant Elvin
F. Cleaveland were assigned. -

and service personnel, Head-
ar full strength and had been
d men with years of ammy

With the addition of so many survey
quarters and Service Company was ne

fortunate to obtain many finely traine
experience behind them, but the problem in the other two companies

was not so readily solved. The process of finding hand picked men
from units all over the U.S. or drawing civilian trained personnel with
the desired qualifications from the reception centers, was a slow one.

The first promotion to be made in the Battalion was given to one of
the men of the original cadre, Master Sergeant Donald O. Mentzer,
on the 5th of February, when he was appointed Warrant Officer Junior
Grade and assigned to Battalion Headquarters as Assistant Operations
Officer. Lt Macdonald, commanding Headquarters and Service Com-
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pany, received his Captaincy on 14 February;
day being promoted to First Lieutenant.

The first promotion the enlisted personnel received was
announced this month, on the 25th, when Cpl Leon ‘Towery was

advanced to Technician Fourth Grade. - As F@bruary.endéd the unit's
ty-five officers and three hundred and

strength. had increased fo twen
eight enlisted men. The Wisconsin winter was proving to be one of the
mildest in many years. The thermometer had hit 20 below zero only

twice and some of the old timers of the State said they were expecting
the fruit trees to bud out any day now. Newver the less, the War Depaxt-
ment liked Wisconsin's vecord and the 655th was selected with other
units at Camp McCoy to conduct experiments on GI winter clothing.
Each guinea pig was fitted 'with a complete winter wardrobe of special
wool OD frousers for wear underneath windproof cotton trousers,
pile lined jackets to be worn under windproof cotton field jackets,
pile lined helmets and a cotton cap with ear flaps, and finally, knee
length wool socks for wear wilh rubber shoe packs with felt insoles,
This multitude of layers took each man about thirty minutes axtra
to adorn himself every moming and the unpredictable weather
practically always required a last minute change to be made after

everyone was dressed and ready to 5411 out'*. The assembly looked

like an army Of “prankensteins’’, but the clothing was warm and the
for it in spite of the inconvenience, The

men were usually grateful
Army was expanding faster than the Battalion and before basic
training had officially started the 655th Engineer Topographic Bat-

talion was called upon to furnish cadres for the formation of four
additional Topographic Battalions that would also be stationed at
Camp McCoy. On the 31st of March the 598th, 599th, 656th and the
657th. Engineex Topographic Battalions were born, the quadruplets of
the 655th, The addition of one hundred and four recruits to the 655th
on this same date relieved the drain on the pérsonnel of the Bat-
ilion and on the 10th of April the 655th was atlast able to start its

idividual or ‘Basic’* training perlods

Lt Moore on the same

also

On the 14th of April, raise in grade was given to another Battalion
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Officer, Captain Kelsey, who on this date was promoted to Major, and
Lieutenant Brannen on the same date being promoted to First
Lieutenant. Near the end of April Lieutenants Clark and Efteland
joined the unit followed in early May by Lieutenants Kleckner, Evans
and McDermott. After the transfusion of skilled personnel to the
newly formed Pattalions the recruits that were left the 655th were
almost as raw as the Wisconsin winter, but as a whole were mostly
excellent technicians who as civilians bad become specialisis in the
trades they were now to apply in the army, OT they were youths,
hand picked because of their intelligence and alertness and selected
because they would most likely mould easily into the jobs of the
technical nature they would finally be required to de in a Topographic
unit. .
The kids were breezing through the tougher physical aspects of the
Basic and the oldsters quickly rounded into shape. Marches, Demo-
litions, Chemical Warfare, Close Order Drill and other training pro-
gram requirements of this period were passed with high averages and
with the coming of May the most enjoyable part of the Training
Program had arrived — Rifle Markmanship for Carbine, Cal 30 on
Course A.
The first day on the range was an ‘ideal grey day with no wind.
Practice scores were exremely high, but with the next day.— Record
Day — the sun had come out with all its glare and a strong cross
wind from three o'clock was blowing. However, the scores fell only
slightly and the Battalion record was well above the average. Only
two men failed to qualify and the following scores indicate how well
"Kentucky Windage” was mastered:

SCORES
Company “B": Highest Score: Pic George Hoffman 182

(200 possible)
19 Experts
30 Sharpshooters
65 Marksmen
Highest Score: Tec 4 Donald W. Stehley 185
18 Experts '

Company “A':

42 Sharpshooters
65 Marksmen

1i&S Company: Highest Score: pvt Donald R. Pomarius 183
(Tie) Pvt Clinton A. Thomas 183 -
24 Experts
54 Sharpshooters
66 Marksmen
‘With the end of May, authorized strength had been passed and now
numbered twenty-nine Officers and four hundred thirty-seven Enlisted
Men, 1st Lt Fred B. Branen had replaced Lt powell as Company
Commander of Company "B Master Sergeant Roy A. Valley accepted
appointment as Warrant Officer Junicx Grade and had been assigned
to Battalion Headdquarters as Personnel Officer, First Sergeant Leonard
y's position as Sergeant Major and

A. Kulpinski assumed Mr Valle
in turn was replaced in Headquarters and Service Company by S/8gt

‘William 8. March.
The last phase of Basic was being entered upon with the coming of
June and the training tempo 'was stepped up. Forced marches,
bivouacs, compass problems, infiltration course and fransition range

firing were scheduled.

The Baitalion's first bivouac’
with the unit proceeding to the

@

fell due at this point of the schedule
bivouac area by motor convoy. Lessons

in air security were learned and upon arrival to the area every one
was relieved upon the discovery that this part of Wisconsin ‘was
blessed ‘with deep sandy soll especially suited to the quick digging
of slit trenches and fox holes, while the thick overgreen woods

urity and camouflage. Lean-tos and

simplified the problems of air sec

other shelters had been constructed by another unit that had only
recently vacated the same bivouac area and some of the lazier men
took them over to sleep under, much to their sorrow jater on in the

night when torrential rains fell, soaking them thoroughly. This was
probably the darkest night in history and the guards couldn't even
find their reliefs. Some of the men who found it necessary to go but -
a short distance from their shelter halves during the course of the
night had difficulty in finding their way back and s?me fell into the
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water filled slit irenches. Many good lessons were learned on this
first bivouac with the “difficult weather conditions being 2 good

teacher.

The Compass problem also proved to be a memorable occasion where

many of the men got lost and ended up on the steep side of an old
stone quarry OI felt suspiciously off the course as they pushed
through the heavy wooded areas, and ended up duly fmpressed with
the importance of knowing how to use a compass properly. The ter-
mination of June found ivouac on the schedule.

another overight bivou
The men had learned the value of pitching the shelter half properly
and the few errors previously made in

camouflage and air security
were corrected and the whole problem proved a great improvement
over the previous bivouac and showed how well an carlier mistake
contributes to later perfection.

ks in July found the Battalion finishing off its

The first two wee
Individual Training Period and making preparation for the MTP test

to follow: _
On the 8th of July the Battalion was su
personal visit and tour of inspection of the Battalion by the Com-
manding General of the Army Ground FOrcgs, Lt Qeneral Leslie
MceNair, The men were impressed by his informality, geﬁuifie interest
and good sense of humor, while the Geperal in tumm rewarded the
Battalion with his very high prase of the fine morale and excellent
condition of the unit. C
Tndividual Training was completed on the 17th of July and MTP tests
were started by testing teams from 2nd Army Headquarters, The
highlight of the tests was the tactical march and pivouac on the
second day.
The day was one of the hottest of the season and the hot pavement
of the road raised blisters on the feet ahead of schedule. Surprise
air attacks and gas alarms necessitated the wearing of the gas mask
much of the time and contributed to making an almost unbearable,
fatiguing heat more SO. The s
welcome to the weary Battalion, but looks were deceiving, as was
soon discovered, when SWarms of bird size mosquitos penetrated our

rprised and honored by a

A I\;Iajor Kelsey assumed €O

hady wooded area looked inviting and .

air defense to greet U
and everyone was defen
walked about or dug th
over thear heads. The cooks perf
with all the trimmings for sugpe
every man did his job just as commen
the tests surpassed all previous records o
tested, as the Battalion received the firs
given.

Unit training started the day
but had to be suspended after one day W
higher headquarters that {he Battalion was

Livingston, Louisiana.

and Captain Hoxie, with advance parey:

on the 20th of July.

All training was temporair
on packing and processing O
24 July 1944; the en
from Camp McCoY, Wi
Troop Train was divided
personnel of Company
section carried the remainder ©
Headquarters and Service Company.

At 1400, 26 July 1944 ihe Battalion awive
Louisiana, intact except
“Jerry", who must have decided

1y postponed
f equipment

1

Arkansas, while enjoying
hend the popular 1ittle AWOL
ard of since: The 655th's
pout 110° in the shade,

and went AWOL at Little Rock,
grandeur of the state, Hiforts to appre
were to no avail and Jerry has been unhe
reception at Camp Livingston was a hot one,
in fact, Louisiana was $
of its history and-our nwinter guinea pig
ficulties with the sudden change. Several.o
heat, were overcome the first coup

s. Many of the men were si
sless against the mosquitos;
eir slit trenches with th
ormed a mirac

following the completion of th
ith receipt of orders from

to transfer to Camp

mmand of the Battalio
departe

tire Baitalion, less the advance party,
gston, Louisiana. The'

isconsin for Camp Livin
tion one including all

into two sections; sec
#g" and part of Compa
£ Company ''A"

for the organization’s B
that the outfit was getting "“Too Hot”

tarting one of the recor
¢* were having their dif-

ck from the heat
some of the men

eir mosquito netting
e and had chicken
r and in spite of all the difficulties,
dably. The final rating on all
f apy 2nd Army Group vet
t rating of Excellent ever

e {ests,

n as Major ‘Unwverferth
d for Camp Livingston

while emphasis was placed
for movement, At 1400,

departed

ny A" the second
and all personnel of

d at Camp Livingston,

lack Scotty mascot

the wooded

a breaking heatwaves

f.the ;men, working in the
le of days but soon everyone was
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as nearly acclimated to such conditions as could reasonably be
expected.

Disregarding the unusual weather of Camp Livingston, it was not
gsuch a bad spot. Long leaf pine trees were scattered through the
whole Camp area giving off a fresh aroma and probably furnished the
reason for the fact that the mosguitos expected in Louisiana were
not present. The quarters were small mountain type “huts”, as they
were called, each one accomodated about four men and was equipped
with a large natural gas heater in the center of the single room. The
heater was not a very attractive fixture during the summer but later,
when the cool early fall mornings started, they proved very welcome
and efficient.

The Battalion strength had swelled to twenty-two officers and four
hundred thirty-nine enlisted men as August get in. Lieutenants
Shannon and Morey were appointed First Lieutenants, Equipment had
been quickly set up and unit training resumed. The first job under
tlie hew training program was a revision of existing 1:125,000 plan-
imetric maps of the Louisiana Maneuver Area and were to be used for
the forthcoming seventh Maneuver Period. Also to be prepared, was
an original planimetric map, scale 1:250,000, of the maneuver area,
based on photographic and control datag only; using aerial photos
flown by the Third Tactical Air Command that was stationed nearby
at DeRidder Field. Once again, on the fifteenth of August, the 655th
was called upon to furnish a cadre, the fifth since activation. The
cadre consisted of one officer and eighteen enlisted men and formed
the foundation of the 681th Engineer Topographic Company Corps.
Mechanics and Drivers of the Battalion were awarded Motor Vehicle
Drivers' and Mechanics' Awards on the nineteenth, and on the twenty-
third of the month 1st Lt Yoos was appointed Battalion Motor Officer.
On the twenty-fifth of August, the Technical Section of the unit gave
a demonstration to a group, consisting mostly of high school teachers,
attending a Pre-Induction Training Conference.

Technical Training was once again interrupted when on the eighth
of September the Battalion was alerted and ordered to make prepa-
rations for overseas movement. The newly prescribed {raining pro-

10
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gram was to be a streneous one covering the firing of individual
weapons and crew-served weapons, and combat tactics, including a
one month tactical bivouac in the vicinty of Pollock, Louisiana.
Coincident with the alert was the immediate interest of Higher Head-
quarters in the unit. Colonel Troland and Major Hanson, conducted
an inspection and conference with this Battalion on the thirteenth,
in regards to this Battalion's mission and its preparation. for over
seas duty.

On the next day the Battalion enjoyed the distinction of having its
second General make a tour of inspection. Commanding Gemneral of
the Fourth Army, Major General LUCAS, and his staff made the
inspection, giving particular attention to the technicalities of map
reproduction. Later in the day, at Theatre Number One, The General
gave an address to all the officers of the Fourth Army who were
stationed at this post.

On the twenty-fifth of September 1944 the entire Battalion left Camp
Livingston by motor convoy to proceed to a pivouac area near
Pollock, Louisiana. The bivouac ‘was to continue for one month,
under a tactical situation during the hours up to 2000, at which time
the situation was changed to a non tactical basis for the showing of
training films. The weather was had and ground directly. qpposite
from the sandy soil of Wisconsin, Every species of poisonous snake
found in the US.is found in Louisiana and the rains induced them
all to come out and convince those who may have doubted it, that
ine Chamber of Commerce was not misyepresenting the fact, There
were also three differenct varieties of poison ivy or poison oak, $0,
just in case you knew what one wvariety looked like, there would be
two others to get you. There's always something good about
anything however, and some of the men were fortunate to be due
furloughs after two weeks in the field and were granted them at this
time. At night after the tactical situation had ceased, there was
bottled beer, and the training pictures shown at this time were fre-
quently interesting, in spite of their technical nature.

During this month long bivouac, the handliﬁg and throwing of live
grenades and the firing of the pazooka and rifle grenade familiarized

"
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the men with these weapons and taught the due respect to them that
should be shown.

The night infiltration course was also run at this time, and where
the day infiltration course had not convinced some of the men of the
importance of keeping the fanny down, the visible streaking and
ricocheting tracers of the machine guns employed in the night course
were more convincing and everyone's pocket had dipped gravel before
the finish line.

Machine gun crews had departed under the charge of Lt Gaeta to the
Indianola Firing Range at Magnolia Beach, Texas, where both .50 and
30 calibre machine guns were fired at moving targets, and when the
Battalion returned to its base area in Camp Livingston on the fourte-
enth of October, it was a wiser and more competent. group in both
Tactical knowledge and the proper use of Weapons.

An Air Ground test was conducted on ihe twenty-fifth and twenty-
sixth of October, using actual planes in the problem for the first time,
P40's assumed the roll of the enemy and impressively demonstrated
how quickly a group of planes can come out of the sun or hedge hop
onto a motor convoy and catch them completely by surprise even
though an alerted Air Security is maintained. The only casualty was
two hundred pounds plus Tec 4 Dooley of Company “B" who sprained
his ankle when he momentarily forgot himself during the excitement
of one of the strafing attacks and attempted to%make ljke"‘a Gazelle
out of one of the trucks. At 1610 the convoy stopped dnd when the
dust was shaken from everyones' eyelashes the Bivouac area came
into view. If anyone had thought the.ground at the last bivouac area
was hard they quickly admitfed their: mistake here when entrenching
tools started vainly scraping at fox holes and slit treches. At 0300
the next morning the scratching shovels and unsupressed oaths could
still be heard as each man still sweated in his individual stone quarry.
The P40's were up early this morning too, but good defenses and
camouflage were ready and the advantages of the backbreaking work
was realized and appreciated by the demonstration of the simulated
attacks. Camp was broken at 1400 and the motor convoy continued
back towards the Battalion Area, still under air alert but wiser from

12
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the lessons learned the day before and the enemy P40's were unable
to surprise the convoy this time. A rating of Satisfactory was received
as the test ended. .
Preparations had been made for the Army Inspector General and the
War Department ‘Inspector General. Colonel Mueller of the War
Department Inspector General's office was the first of the Inspector
group to arrive. After his inspeciion of the Battalion on the twenty-
fifth of October a rating of Satisfactory was given, On the thirtieth,
the Fourth Army Inspector General, Colonel Peity, made his tour of
inspection and also gave the unit a rating of Satisfactory. The same
grade was received in Physical Fitness Tests which were also given
this month. Packing, processing and crating for overseas shipment
of equipment had passed its pesk now and “Last Chance" furloughs
were being issued. November saw the packing finished and a
relaxation period of organized athletics and recreation was enjoyed.
" The "Over Seas" Advance Party for unlt 5486-P, consisting of Lt
O'Reilly, WOJG Valley and S/Sgt Farley, departed for Ft Hamilton,
New York on the thirteenth of November. '

Major Unverferth had just returned from his leave of absence and
resumed command of the Battalion when two days later his efficiency,
was officially recognized and he was promoted to the grade of
Lieutenant Colonel, effective date of rank, 15 November 1944,
Lieutenant Anderson, who had joined in late October was l_cep't"busy
with final medical examinations prior to the forthcoming big move.
‘On the eighteenth, Supply Officer, Captain Kulhan departed to N.Y.P.E.
on temporary duty as Supply Representative of the organization prior
to its departure for overseas.

Thanksgiving came as usual this year, on the twenty-third to be exact,
and though no omne felt particularly thankful, appetites were not
noticibly affected. Every mess sergeant had been furnished all the
necessities of the traditional dinner and each kitchen tried its
darnedest to out do the others in preparing it. Each Company picked
the bones and on full, satisfied stomachs agreed that their particular
mess sergeant had succeeded. . .
On the twenty-fourth of November the command of Company “B"
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changed over to Ist Lt John J, Williams as 1st Lt Branen was
transferred to Battalion to assume the duties of Battalion Adjutant,
replacing Lieutenant Clark.

, Preparations for overseas movement were completed on the twenty-
seventh of November and the Battalion departed by troop train for
Camp Shanks, New York at 2100 on the following day. The weather
was appropriate for the occasion — Rain! The Troop Train arrange-
ment was comfortable, with the eight man compartments for day
travel convertible into comfortable bunks arranged in tiers of three
for the night. Meals were eaten from mess kits in the compartments
during the trip and were brought through the respective coaches by
KPs. The trip was made more enjoyable because duties were light,
time was used as pleased, with most of the men reading or playing
poker (for matches).” The dullness of the trip was also relieved by the
Red Cross Clubs that met the trains at several of the towns enroute,
the pretty faces usually doing more for morale than the coffee, cookies
or magazines. that they gave. Three days later, on the thirtieth of
November, at 1705, the train arrived at Camp Shanks Staging Area,
New York, That is, everyone thought it was Camp Shanks, but it was
still a long hike, a good mile and a half that sqemed likesa hundred
and up hill all the way. Veterans of two and’ three day$ at the camp
cheered the Battalion along its march with such encouraging remarks
as "You won't like it herel” — "Boy, they're really scraping the
barrel now!” "Hey, fellows, this is ITI" and other popular ones
that no one yet understood the meaaing of, such as; "Don't forget
your SPOONI" '

The Barracks assigned to the Battalion were directly on top of the
hill and though the night was clear, there was a sharp wind and it
was cutting cold. The only warming sight was the distant lights of
New York City and the clearly visible Empire State, but all these
could have been a million miles away for the complete unit was
restricted. The barracks were wooden and hastily thown together,
long, with eighteen double decker bunks on each side, signatures
and dream girls predominated the scribbling on the walls and two
potbellied stoves, with no fuel in sight, completed the picture.
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Processing was fast and efficient and by the third day twelve hour
passes to New York were being issued -to half the personnel. The
next day the remainder of the Battalion received their passes, then-
RESTRICTION again.

Three years to the day after Pearl Harbor the 655th Engineer Topo-
graphic Battalion was ready fo ship out and a 1330 the next day;
eighth of December 1944, the first man of the Battalion stepped up
to the gang plank., The Transportation Coips Checker called out,
“"Maclaga®, A weak voice answered, "John!" and S/Sgt John Maclaga
started up the plank that grew heavier as the line of the 655th men
followed up to the deck of the nameless ship, known only at this
time as NY774 Tec 4 Frederick Hettinger was still muttering
Something about “We'll never leave Wilsonl” as he trudged under his
duffe] bag, and about twelve minutes later, struggling with his load
of Battalion records, Tec 4 Donald R. Heckman, the last Enlisted Man."
to leave the States started up the plank, The Colonel, satisfied that
all were “Present, and On Boardl”, followed close behind.

The winding, wooden stailways that went down into the ship, were
narrow and seemingly endless, Level "D’ was as deep as one could
go without cutting a hole in the bottom of the vessel and it was here
that Headquarters and Service Company and most of Company B
stopped. Company A and the remainder of Company B, filled com-
partments on each side of the vessel, one level higher, in compartment
”C", Men, packs and duffel bags were set down on table tops of what
seemed to be a mess hall and when an Officer came in and said "OK
men, try and make yourselves as comfortable as possible — This is
vour home for the next {wo weeks! You will eat, sleep and every-
thing else right here, for the whole voyagel” Everyone knew hé
was Kidding, — but he wasn't!

The ship was English, and the English had figured the capacity of
each compartment according to the number of men that could be
seated at the tables. “The figuring was very close and if one table
happened to draw a man with a wider than standard beam, somebody
at that table ‘would probably have to sit on the floor. Everyone was
wondering how they would sleep and at nightfall the arrangement
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was explained. Hammocks were staggered from ceiling hooks,
mattresses were issued to the other men who were to sleep on the
table tops, under the fables and in the aisles between the tables, an
ingenious plan, which contributed to the ships. early christening by
the men as "His Majesty's Tub, Sardine Can!" Evidently the English
had also planned there would be about three sleep walkers in each
compartment, for after the mattresses were issued, this number found
themselves without mattress or hammock. Sailing time was secret and
few men were awake to waue “Good-Bye"” to Miss Liberty when the
vessel pulled away from the dock at 0330, 9th December 1944.

From the first day out many of the men learned the meaning of "Mal
de Mer", but December proved to be a good sailing month and the
sea was unusually calm during most of the voyage. Once out to sea,
the Ship's more romantic name was learned to be "HMT, Esperance

" Bay" but the more appropriate name given by the men still stuck.,

The convoy did not reach full convoy strength until more ships joined
the group off the coast of Nova Scotia, which made the convoy number
twenty-two ships and six escorts for the crossing of the Atlantic,
The seventeenth of December was the first birthday of the Battalion,
which was spent aboard ship, There was no cake Qnd no celebration,
in fact, very few men knew what date it was or dven cared.”Home and
mail calls were being silently missed, but good old American "Chow"
was more loudly missed. Few of the men, if any, could appreciate
the “green” liver or other absolutely unidentifiable conglomerations
that turned up for breakfast and the other meals — one look at a
meal by a seasqueamish man he became a "Rail Bird",

A crap game had been going on the rear deck since the beginning of
the voyage and had by this time grown to huge proportions. “The
Chink" from another Bngineer outfit on board, was winning all the
money, but everyone seemed to be getting it from a well someplace
and everybody was always “faded”. During the evenings, Pvi Albert
Moffa, contributed to upholding the morale by setting up the pro-
jector and showing the Special Service movies that had been brought
along. Everybody enjoyed the pictures and sweated and inhaled the
thick smoke of the close compartment where they were held. They
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even sat through “Knicker-bocker Holiday". Special Service did a
swell job on the ship and besides having movies for the trip, sporting
events and ship's talent shows were beld daily on the forward dedk.
They even printed a Souvenir Booklet of the trip and saw to it that
every man received a copy.

‘The dangers that every man thought about: but never mentioned,
didn't happen and the trip went uneventful until when just off the
Coast of Wales the first “Sub Alert” was sounded. Signal whistles
beeped and the ships reformed quickly into their prearranged bhattle
formation. There were three other "Troop Ships” in the convoy. The
large clean grey one “Where the Wacs werel” took the position on
oug right, the 'camouflaged job" fell 'in more closely to our left and
“he other one which also carried the Convoy Commander assumed
the lead just in front of our ship. A zig-zag, quickly changing course,
was taken and two escort Destroyers closed in from the front and
rear and cut back and forth through the convoy. There were a few
ash cans dropped and a bhit of 'gunfire in the distance. One sub was
rumored as sunk, but no one saw it mor knew where the rumor
originated. There had been no outward sign of excitement and even
‘the crap gam went on as usual “The Chink" had dropped his
‘winnings now, was "busted” and borrowing with little luck. Most
of the chips were now in the hands of the 655th and land was now
in sight and it looked as if the "dough’* was going to stay there. The
next morning the convoy split. Our group continued towards the
north, the others towards the east and LeHavre, possibly. During
the night our ship had docked and when the men came up on deck,
the morning fog only partly revealed the huge cranes, the moving tugs,
the docked Liberty Ships and the pustle of the Port of Debarkation —
»Avonmouth, Englandl” - Things didn't Jook much different here than
they areé in the States, but the tiny box cars were laughed at and the
grateful appreciation of an American cigarette was unexpected.

By afternoon the "TAT" had been unloaded from the hold of the ship
and men and luggage were néxt. The Battalion personinel was hustled
off to the small but comfortable European type compartment coaches
where the Red Cross was waiting with the traditional doughnuts and
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hot coffee, plus the pleasant, democratic - and pretty girls that go
with it. Morale was high, everyone was curious about this new
country and enjoyed giving away their “K'* rations to the kids that
crowded outside the train wanting “gum” or "what have you?" when
stops were made at Bristol and other towns along the way. Just past

midnight, twenty-second of December;, the Troop Train arrived at

Verwood, England, where men were transferred to trucks waiting
there. The weather was warmer than expected for December, there
was no snow but there was mud and it was deep, slippery and sloppy
when the group dismounted at their new camp in the ETO, Nine
Yews, Cranborne, Dorset, England. Not everyone knew just what &
Yew tree looked like and the huge, bare Beech trees, that disappeared
into the blackness and .composed the. small strip. of . forest. that
provided security for the little camp of Nissen Huts were mistaken
by many as the Yew trees from which the camp must have derived
its name. The fact was, however, that the Manor House, stables and
estate that was known as “Nine Yews'' was originally a racing stable
and couniry estate of Lord Cranborne and had derived the mame
"Nine Yews" from the nine original Yew irees that were planted in
the front and on the sides of the manor house many years:past. The
original nine had multiplied to many dozen“through the years and
these giant, graceful evergreens enhanced the whole front of the

large red brick Manor House now used as Battalion Headqtiarters

and Officers’ Barracks for the 655th Engineers. The Christmas Holiday

season had arrived but the Christmas spirit that-existed was a far

cry from the spirit felt at other Christmas seasons in the States.
Every man was determined to make the best of the unfavorable
cirumstances however, and the Holly Trees and Yew braunches caught
their imagination, and Holly Wreathes began to show in the windows
and on the doors, sprigs of evergreen brightened the drab walls.
Tiny Yew trees appeared in the huts, decorated with varicolored
Life Savers, pieces of red colored paper torn from the inside covers
of Mystery Novels or “Ellery Queen" Detective Stories. Cellophane
from cigarettes and silver paper from candy made streamers and
icicles, and for snow, GI foot powder made a swell substitute. The
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cooks were having-their problems-on how to cook the many turkeys
provided and finally resorted to taking them into Cranborne, where
the gladly obliging baker cooked them and had them ready for
Christmas Day. The meal was a credit to the resourcefulness of the
unit kitchen, Turkey, dressing, cranberry sauce and every other
tradition of the Christmas Dinner were present, prepared as well as
if by a chef in the finest kitchen — Only the impossible was missing.
Activity of the Battalion was now the reassembling of equipment and
supplies for the next move into the Theatre of Operations. Colonel
Unverferth, Major Kelsey and Lieutenant O'Reilly and Tec 5 Parker,
departed for London on Official Business as Lieutenant Yoos, Tec 4
Smith, Private Samuelson and Private Wysoczanski went to Avon-
houth to arrange the. pickup and transportation of thé Vans, Trucks
and Technical Equipment Everything was rechecked as it arrived
at Nine Yews and was recrated and packed when necessary. Every
member of the Battalion was kept busy, but time for relaxation was
still provided for by arrangements for every man to visit London on
two day passes at some time during the Battalions stay in England.
In the evenings, trucks were provided for six hour passes to 'the
nearby Cathedral Town of Salisbury and the Channel Resort Clty of
Bournemouth.
The snow had began to fly with the coming of January. All of the
Equipment sent from the United States with the exception of nine
generators had arrived safely. Everything had been rechecked, was

~‘found to have stood the trip well' and was in excellent condition.

Shortages and additional requirements for the new move were drawn

from nearby engineer, quartermaster and ordnance depots. The

advance party to the continent, departed on the nineteenth of
January 1945, composed of Major Kelsey, Captain Konecky, Lieute-
nants Morey, Evans and Ojdana.

Loading of the equipment for movement to the port was made. more
difficult by a driving blizzard. Little sleep was hiad by anyone now
as loading continued through two days and nights One man, Tec 4

Theron Bonzo, slipped on the ice anwrﬁﬁﬁfgﬂ?zd when a
huge crate fell on him., He refused 1 when he

HISTORICAL RECORDS SECTION, AGO
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was assured no bones were broken and with the aid of his buddies
was helped to gamely depart with the Battalion.
The unit was divided into two sections for the move, On the morning
of the twenty-eighth the 655th Engineers departed from Nine Yews,
Motor vehicles and organizational equipment left by motor convoy
while personnel were carried by trucks af far as Verwood, where
they entrained to proceed to Southhampton and Camp Hursley
Marshalling Area; both sections arrived the same date as their
departure from Nine Yews. The next day the Motor Pool Personnel
with unit vehicles and equipment left Camp Hursley to be loaded
on a U, S. Liberty Ship and not to rejoin the unit again until reaching
the next Assembly Area.
On the thirtieth of January the Battalion Personnel arrived by motor
transport at the Southampton Port of Embarkation, loading onto the
New Zeland Transport, Monoawai for the Channel crossing. The
Monoawal was a larger vessel than the Esperance Bay but accomo-
dations were very similar. The channel was in one of its very rare
moods and was almost as peaceful as a lake. The smooth uneventful
trip terminated the next day, thirty-one January, at LeHavre, France.
The port was a shambled example of proficieny marksmanship of the
Allies, and debarkation was made possible by a newly constructed,
but as yet uncompleted, sectional pontoon dock. Huge personnel
carrier trucks were waiting to load the unit which proceeded through
the night to Camp Twenty Grand (Red Horse Assembly Area),
formerly occupied by the Germans. This was a tent city and as usual,
when the Battalion moved anywhere it was raining. The truck driver
couldn't find our area but must have heard from somewhere that we
were map makers, so let everyone unload from the trucks, "Only
about a quarter of a mile away', he said, and look for it. The wind
was now blowing at a gale and most of the tents were flapping
loosely in the driving rain when the area was located. On awakening,
the next wet morning, it was learned that chow was served here but
twice a day, probably because the world's record longest chow line
didn't allow much more time for any more. At times the food was
good but always it was inadequate. The troops seemed to grow fat
on "Bitching” and they got plenty of that. At night the guards all
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over the area were “trigger hapy” and at first made some wonder if
the place was under attack. Otherwise, there was no indication that
the Battalion had moved any closer to the front. The motor pool and
accompanying personnel had disembarked and unloaded motor
equipment at Touen on the first of February and rejoined the unit
at Twenty Grand on the third. The Battalion was Now assigned to
the Fifteenth Army and was inactive, awaiting further orders. New.
orders finally arrived and on the eighth the Motor Pool Convoy
departed. -The Battalion Personnel left for the entraining point the
next day. -
Al personnel were present at the entraining station, which fact
proved that none of them, up to this point, had ever heard of a Forty
.and Eight, which, might be termed: A modern chamber of torture,
designed to look like a box car, but when in movement simulates a
concrete mixer-repels no known element and would make a rush
hour subway car look as roomy as Pennsylvania Station. The railroad
. station was crowded with French civilians of all ages, whose enthus-
iasm might be questioned as to whether it was for the ‘‘Liberation”
or for the cigarettes and chocolate (then valued on the Black Market
at one hundred francs the pack or bar) that was given away or
exchanged to them for very bad cider {that could be bought anywhere
for ten francs). o :
About sunset; the last protru&ing G-I had been forced back into the
crowded boxcars and the train made its jerky departure. With
nightfall the problem arose as to how to convert "Standing Room
Only" into a feather bed for each man? No omne attached to the
group understood the principles of levitation, so the more conven-
tional “Cord Wood" system was used. Arguments naturally came up
as to who should sleep on the bottomm of the pile and keep warm or
sleep on top of the stack and get wet from the rain. Also where was
“IT?" and if it were "Just outside the Door!” “How much time was
allowed for stops?’ Obviously with so many prgblems somebody
was eventually caught! After a refreshing night's sleep everyone
was glad to get up. look for his own arms ar}'d legs, sort them out
from the pile, wake them up too and.inspect their working order. The
train had raced over the tracks that night for some ten or twelve
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miles and now that everybody was-zrelieved that they had not
missed much of the.scenery during the nighth, the big problem was
breakfast and whether to have '"Meat and Beans?' — "Vegetable
Stew?' or “Bggs with Ham?" and whether to eat them 'frozen'' or
“Smoked warm by a heating unit?” Soon, satisfied, and with a full
stomach, no one had anything else to do but sit down on one of his
buddies, relax and watch “La. Belle France”, slightly rearranged by
bombs, flash by at times as fast as twenty miles per hour

The French people were very friendly and would mob around the
train wherever it stopped. Even the smallest child was learning
English and could say cute phrases like 'Cigarette for Papa"” or
“Chocolate for Mama?' — few of the men could tumn them down.
The Belgians seemed more sincerely friendly than the French,
probably because their Liberation had been more recent and they
had not had the opportunity to becowme accustomed to the Americans
as the French. At one stop the children had been sent down to greet
the train with bottled beer, the best tasted since leaving the States.
Another time the grownups themselves greeted the men with hot
coffee (a rationed and difficult item to get), loaves of bread, fruit and
good wine. Some cheerful citizen, usually%one of fhe attractive
Belgian girls, was always. standing in a Yoor-way ‘or thrusting her
head from an open window to wave and smile, a few of them even
cried. This genuine demonstration of gratitude made every man feel
that here was something that was actually worth fighting for, At
Liege, "Buzz Bombs" began to become evident overhead for the first
time since London. We were told that they averaged one every five
minutes hére and our destination was now very close by. Night had
fallen when the train made its last bumpy stop, on the twelfth of
February, at Vise, Belgium. A tired, dirty bunch fell out of the
cussed little cars and into the Battalion's own trucks, which had
arrived the day before and were waiting tfo take the group to the
end of the journey.

Battalion Command Post and Headquarters and Service Company set
up at a chateau in Altembrouck, Belgium, with Company B and
Company A proceeding to Castle Mheer in Holland.

The castle was a huge structure, typical of so many other similar
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" twelve hour shifts. At night the flashes

the outside and depressive on the
Hari, Countess Von Loe,
the fall of Belgium and
that bad once housed Nazis
was now housing Americans

castles in Europe; impressive on
inside.. It had belonged to a modern Mata
who had fled back into Germany when
Holland became evident. The rooms
who studied maps to defeat the Allies,
who were to produce maps to defeat those same Nazis.

Urgent work was to be done. The whole unif was set up without a
loss of momentum. Almost like magic maps began to roll off the
presses, ready for distrubution to Ninth US Army Headquarters to
which the Battalion had mow been assigned. The 655th was at last
performing its primary mission. Map Storage and Distribution moved
to Maastricht, Holland to be near Ninth Army Headquarters which
was now located there. The whole Battalion was “operating under
could be seen and the ground
vibrations felt as the night bombexrs softened up Julich and Cologne.
The enemy was not very close physically but the jmportance of the
job to be done by the Battalion group was strongly felt among the
personnel and the first month over 3,000,000 impressions rolled off
the 655th Engineer Topographic Battalion presses. .
The Allies were pushing the Germans across the Rhine now and’on
the first-of- March; moving with' the ‘offensive, the 655th ‘was-oidered
to proceed to Hoensbroek, Holland. The move was a short one and
was so smoothly executed that the Battalion was moved and produ-
cing advanced area maps dgain on the same day. ‘
Map Storage and Distribition had rernained behind at Maastricht. The
rest of the Battalion was Jivided into three groups for operational
and tactical reasons, Battalion Headquarters and Companay B set up

operations and billets in the St. John's gchool on Hoofstraat, Head-

quarters and Service Company occupied the St Antonius and H. Hart
4 Companay A set up in a

School on Juliana-Bernhard Laan — an
residential building “Iomahuis” on Battingstraat, a former German
Officer's. Club,

As the Battalion was getting sett
it was visited by Colonel.Milne.
The buildings were steamed he
keeping the immediate sleeping

led here, on-the second of March,

ated, clean, and all details, except
quarters in order, were done by

23

T s e o Y




Reproduced from the Unclassified / Declassified Holdings of t?;e National Archives-

}RITY

AUTH!

\'3 NARA DATE:

o

Holland Nazi Collaborators. Hot showers, for the first time since
arrival on the continent, were available at the Local Coal Mine, the
Staatazijn Emma. )
Operating within a town was something new to the Battalion and
a great stimulant to morale. Bars were open, selling excellent
draught beer; barber shops were numerous that gave a haircut and
shave for only thirty-five cents in Dutch money (equivalent to about
thirteen cents in US currency) and the clean Dutch shops were
mobbed by the men on their off hours, buying souvenirs that were
available, ’
The townspeople were very frindly and grateful to the Americans,
and the Civil Affairs Committee, with the cooperation of a group of
the socially prominent girls of the community, the equivalent of our
Junior League at home, held a Dance in honor of the 655th Engineers.
Dancing was from 2000 to 2300 with very good music furnished by
local Musicians who asked for nothing for their services but smokes,
chocolate or soap. The bar was kept open and draught beer was
served as refreshment. Any romantic ideas the men had built up
were forestalled by the Committee, as waiting trucks hustled the
girls off immediately as the dance broke up.
Plans for crossing the Rhine’were fast developing and on the seventh
of March, Headqguarters and Service Company furnished two survey
parties to work with the 145th Engineer Combat“Group at the Venlo
Bridge site. On the tenth of March, Map Storage and Distribution
moved from Maastricht to Munchen-Gladbach, Germany, across the
Rhine from Dusseldorf. On the eleventh, twelfth and fourteenth
Headquarters and Service Company, Company A and Company B
followed in the Company groups in that order. On the thirteenth of
March the first seventy-two hour combat rest passes to Paris were
granted, twenty men falling into the Lucky group.
Munchen-Gladbach was mostly in ruins except for a small section
on the outskirts of the town where the Battalion stopped to occupy
and set up operations in a hastily deserted textile factory, bearing
the name of Schwartz and Klein and ‘many other soul inspiring
phrases painted on its outer walls, such as: “DPeutschland iiber Alles”
"Heil Hitler!” and "Ein Fuebrer — ein Deutschlandl”
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The huge cold factory was used as living quarters for a couple of
days, after which apartment houses and homes were cleaned out and
occupied, using the factory for Battalion Headquarters, Operations
and Mess Hall only. At about. the same time the 655th '"Million
Dollar Theatre' was constructed. Bolt after polt of cloth, that would
have been priceless back in the countries looted by the Germans,
was stretched from floor to ceiling across and back down to the floor
to black out a huge auditorium. Here a large screen was made, the
Battalion sixteen MM projector set up and movies, drawn from the
Special Service Film Library, were showi. The first movie shown
was "Four Jills and a Jeep” with Carol Landis, Kay Francis, Mitzi
Mayfair and Marthe Raye. Some others shown were: "The Conspira-
tors" with Hedy L. Marr, “‘To Have and Have Not" with Humphry
Bogart, “Andy Hardy's Blonde Trouble” with Mickey Rooney and
other first features.
Headguarters and Service Compauny was called upon on March
seventeen to perform survey work in the vicinity of Julich and locate
concrete German anti-tank gun emplacements. On the twenty-fourth
another survey party was called to the front for special duty with
the 1143 Engineer Combat Group, as D-Day crossings of the Rhine
were executed. Two days later, four men, the first Enlisted Men to
join the Battalion overseas, were assigned to the small personnel of
Company “B"
pany. With the end of March the unit yeceived its first pay day in Ger-
d Allied Military Covernment German Marks.
The first of April was Easter Sunday. Catholic services were held
at St. Elisabeth’s Church in the Ninth Army Forward Area in Mun-
chen-Gladbach, Protestant Sefvices were held in the Opera House
Theatre, also in Munchen-Gladbach. The Baster evening movie was
"Strike up the Band” with Judy Garland and Mickey Rooney. -
Fifteen promotions of Enlisted Men were announced for the Batta-
lion with officer promotions throughout the year pringing raises in
grade to Lieutenants Anderson, O'Reilly, Ojdana, Williams, Gaeta,
Clark and Evans.
On the fifth, the Battalion was advi
was imminent and Major Kelsey an

many, in newly issue

sed e desper move into Germany
d a detachment departed to look
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for a new location, probably in Munster or Haltern. Due to excessive
damdge to these cities as well as to Hannover, no suitable location
for a Topographic unit of the size of the 655th was available. The
next move was therefore designated beyond these points to Bielefeld,
Getmany. Map Storage and Distribution moved to Gutersloh, Ger-
many on the minth of April. Company B, Battalion Operations (less
Kodaline Section) and Medical Detachment departed for Bielefeld on
the tenth of April. Battalion Headquarters followed to Bielefeld the
next day and on the twelfth Headquarters and Service Company and
Company A left Munchen Gladbach for the same destination, The
Bielefeld sation, known as "Langemark Kaserne”, proved to be one
of the many excellently constructed and equipped German Regimen-
tal Camps. The group of red brick buildings consisted of four
principal buildings constructed around a huge parade grounds about
the size of our regulation football field. AIl buildings were in
excellent condition, inside and out, with tiled floors and plastered
walls, The building on the front, or south side, was a two story
structure that embodied a complete modern kitchen and mess hall,
a bar and a well stocked wine cellar. The second floor was used by
Company A for drafting and photomapping operations. The three
story building on the west side was slightly gmdiler than the two
buildings on the east side and had been used by the Germans for
offices and a completely equipped dispensary. This building was
assigned to Company B; the second and third floors as barracks, the
first floor used by Battalion Operations, while the dispensary was
naturally given to the Medical Detachment. Only the first of the
two larger buildings on the east was used by the battalion. Batta-
lion Headquarters was located on the first floor and Headquarters
and Service Company was assigned the remainder of the first floor
and all of the second floor for barracks with the third floor being
occupied by Company A, The other large building was found to be
“Booby-Trapped and placed "'Off Limits" to the Battalion. Bordering
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and bordered and connected by wide concrete driveways was a
long “U" shaped, garage, shop, ordnance and technical building. This
was a single story unit about one hundred fifty vards long on each
wing and a hundred yards in between. The section between the two
garage wings had evidently been used as a technical training school
and was equipped with the finest mechanical and technical machi-
nery and equipment available. Besides these fine buildings there was
also an indoor riding ring, a blacksmith shop, a clothing and
equipment supply building (about fifty yards long), a gymnasium
completely equipped with every conceivable piece of German ahtletic
equipment, a music room with all instruments for a complete band,
a fire Station and Truck, a thousand inch rifle range, an ordnance
testing range, a swimming pool, several air raid shelters and small
arms ammunition storage shacks. The whole camp had been well
conceived and planned and was especially suitable for a battalion of
our type. The motor pool made excellent use of the fine garages
and machine shop and Company B set up all its wvans under the
garage shelter with the solid concrete floor as a perfect foundation
for the leveling jacks. . )

On the thirteenth of' April the battalion was saddened by the news
that President. Roosevelt had passed away suddenly. Everyone
refused to believe our popular Commander and Chief could be gone .
but official confirmation gave truth to the story and everyone soberly
recalled the modest greatness of our leader and voiced their regret
that he could not have stayed in the fight a little longer and enjoyed
the fruits of his efforts for which he had so bravely fought and died
and which was now so very near.

On this same date the Survey Platoon of Headquarters and Service
Company returned from their Rhine River bridge building job which
they had started on D plus 1 of the crossing of the Rhine by the
Ninth. Army.

The 655th had come to believe that the days were not too far off -
when the unit would realize the secret desire of all ‘Gls to march

] Az the parade grounds on the north side was a large theatre building,
2 = complete with sound and double projectors in perfect working con- into the city of Berlin, The Ninth was now moving faster than the
E§ “'E dition and a full size screen, easily in view from any part of the other armies-—-surely headed for Berlin and at the¢ present rate of
V] '; ; auditorium which seated about seven hundred, Further to the rear advance would even beat the Russians to the city. Is was about this
E § i&
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time that the “Top Secret” job.arrived in the battalion that revealed
to men handling the job that the Ninth would stop at the Elbe River
to wait for the Russians and the ambition of American GIs to march
into Berlin would never be realized, The Ninth at this time was
already nearing the Elbe and the war was almost over for them
“ynofficially". '

On the fifteenth Major Kelsey departed with advance party to
Branuschweig, Germany, the battalions next proposed move, Colonel
Fisher visited the 655th the following day.

The remainder of the Headquarters Company Survey Platoon returned
from the Rhine River on the eighteenth of April, bringing with
them the distinction of being the first group to cross the Roosevelt-
Rhine Bridge; the first fixed railroad bridge completed by US
Engineers across the Rhine River. Headquarters and Service Company
started the move of the Battalion to Braunschweig, Germany, on the
nineteenth of April, followed by Company A, Battalion Headquaxrters,
Battalion Operations and Battalion Supply on the twentieth. Company
B and the Medical Detachment departed on the twenty-first: The new
quarters, called Siegfried Kaserne, were very similar in both arrange-
ment and plan to those just vacated in Bielefeld, but were consid-
erably more damaged by bombing. A few close hits had practically
demolished the garages and badly damaged the shops “while the
barracks worst damage seemed to be the loss of practically all of
the window panes. The barracks on the northwest side of the group
were filled with German wounded and were being used as a German
Hospital. The companies were dispersed in about the same manner
as they were in Bielefeld. Company A set up over the mess hall
once more and Company B had the use of the garages for their vans
again. As soon as the battalion was settled Colonel Fisher again paid
the battalion a visit, ’

On the twenty-fourth the 655th was called upon by the Ninth Amay
to provide a unit to search a photogrammetric Research Center in
the vicinity of Newhaldensleben or Hellersleben, Germany to locate
photogrammetric equipment and to trahsport same to Engineer Depot
Number Twenty in Bielefeld. ’

The first leave of absence to the Riviera in Gannes, France was
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granted to the fortunate Lt O'Reilly. Seventy-two hour passes to
Paris were continued. ' :
Work was continuing as usual, even quads on Betlin were made, but
everyone sensed that the end was very near. Rumors of Germany's
surrender stirred the emotions and hopes of every man almost
daily now.
On the morning of the eighth, the local air base PA7's started acting
strangely. Planes were flying -~ low: overhead, Long lines .of the
Thunderbolts snaked over the sky like they were playing follow the
leader, climbing high then noisily power diving, pulling out, then
worming off again following their leader. Their actions made the
battalion feel that they were aware that something was up and word
was hopefully passed around that “This is It1” A battalion formation
was scheduled for the afternoon. Barrels of German beer were rolled
out onto the big parade grounds and everyone gathered around
with canteen cups in hand. Lt Branen called the noisy group to “At
Fase” and Colonel Unverferth happily announced the official
surrender of Germany, reassured the men that there was “Plenty
Beer” and tomorrow was officially Proclaimed VE-Day and a
“Holiday”. A parade began to form, headed by a large picture of
Hitler nailed to a pole. Drums and horns, brought from the Bielefeld:
music room, rolled and blared and the long line, four abreast, marched
around the area, past the German Hospital where the quiet, unbel-
ieving patients viewed the celebration and watched. it mill around
#der Fueher'' who was placed atop a hurriedly gathered pile of
timbers which were soaked in gasoline and converted into an ex-
ploding bonfire as the match was thrown on. The group danced
around the bonfire like a College Pep Rally, singing and cheering and
throwing additional wood on the fire making the holecaust bigger
and bigger. A Piano had been wheeled onto the field now and 1st
Sgt March was beating out “‘Beer Barrel Polka'’, 'Yankee Doodle
Dandy’’, "When the War is Over”, "Sixpence”, "I've Been Working
on the Railroad” and all the other favorites as Tec 5 Hamilton got
out his hot trumpet in accompaniment. It was night now and the
bonfire was at its roaring height, shooting sparks straight up into the
clear skies to lose themselves in the star. In the digtance, red, green
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and white ten and twelve ball rockets were coloring up the blackness
over the Air Field. The Anti-Aircraft boys had no fireworks but
their night stabbing red tracers contributed color with the distress
and signal rockets of the other nearby units. There were other noises
besides the singing and shouting of the celebrating 655th group, such
as the rat-tat-tat of both fifty and thirty caliber machine guns
spatting out their gunner's exuberance over the occasion and the
barking approval of every small arm in the vicinity. The field was
deserted and quiet before the fire had died but the occasional crack
of a rifle or short burst of a machine gun could be heard all through
the night. It seemed everyone had elected to sleep late for VE-Day--
That is-everyone except the Air Corps. The buzzing little pursuit
ships seemed to have risen with the sunrise and both "“Thunderbolts”
and P51's were bruishing off the dawn. The P47's were playing follow
the leader again, hanging on each others tail like air borne
“Dumbos”. The sky had been worn blue by now and apparently the
clouds refused to vie with such antics and left the ball room to the
“Jitter Bugs". With afternoon however, the planes seemed to grow
weary of such vagaries and started their demonstrations of formation
flying, Perfect formations, holding the letters “VE“-'AAC'-"USA"
and ""USSR", passed across the clear sky and even the big four motor
bombers came out and showed off their silver bellies to Germans
who were still curiously interested because they had nof dared to
stay and look before, With late afternoon the “'show-offs” lfad grown
tired and the clouds had sent pink scouts about the size of flak
bursts to investigate the peace of the heavens. As the shadows
turned the last page of six years of European conflict, only the clank
of the last game of horseshoes for the day and the soft music of an
accordian from the Russian Camp nearby disturbed the peace that had
settled on Siegfried Kaserne and Europe.

The War's end did not slacken the job of the Battalion. Map product~
ion in conmnection with the Occupation of Germany continued withott
let up. There was a period of inactivity however, during the shiffs’
off hours and the need for recreation resulted in the formation of
the Siegfried Kaserne Softball League. The league consisted of six
teams: The “Bulldozers”, Headquarters and Service Company; The
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“Neversweats'', Company A; The “Diehards', Compay B; The “Rum
Dums", first three grades of Headquarters and Service Company and
Battalion Headquarters personnel; “The Victims'", first three grades
of Company A, and the nglavedrivers”, the Battalion Officers and
first three grades of Company B. Rules for the league were drawn
up; prizes planned and a Director of the League was selected; Master
Sergeant Albright of the Headquarters and Service Company “Rum
Dums”. The first game of the league, between the “Bulldozers" and
the ‘'Neversweats" was won by the Headquarters and Service
Company team by the score of two to one.

No one was very hopeful about going home, even though the war
was over in Europe, and on the sixteenth the War Department'
contributed a little more convincing information these lines by
showing the picture ""Two Down and One to Go" to the Battalion.
The Battalion was scheduled for the Pacific now and the first move on
the.way back and to the Japanese war started on the seventeenth
of May when the unit returned to the Langemark Kaseme in
Bielefeld, _

Map production was continuing while the Survey Platoon was
ordered to do some work in the vicinity of Bremen, Germany. ‘While
the survey party was crossing a field, not yet cleared of mines, one
of the vehicles hit a concealed mine and severely wounded four men
in the party; T. Sgt Gaisford, S. Sgt Risk, Tec § Frye and Tec 5
Ephros. S. Sgt Risk was the most seriously wounded and 'was lost 1o
the unit, Nine days after the war in Europe came to a cl_osevthe
Battalion had received its first casualties, Puple Hearts were
awarded to all the wounded personnel.

The functional tempo of the battalion was slowed down a litlle now
and the personnel was permitted to relax with increased passes to
Paris, Brussels and Maastricht. A more extrensive athletic program
was drawn up and the men were now permitted to leave the area
and go sight seeing in and around the town of Bielefeld during the
daylight hours and up to ten o'clock at night.-

Bielefeld was in the English Occupational Zone so the battalion made
its move to the American Zone and a nearer redeployment station

on the fourth, fifth, and sixth of June, The new st@tion was a very
: A
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small German village, Kirchhain, not far from Marburg, Germany.
The predominent building of the small town was the 1200 year old
church on the top' ofthe-hill on which the town was built and from
which the town took itg name ‘Kirchhain®, meaning “Church in the
Grove". The Battalion was broken down to its three Companies for
billets. Headquarters and Service Company established itself in
residential buildings of the village. Company B was first quartered in
an old school building and a few days later moved to a small hotel
just across from the raiload station, called the “Bahnhof Hotel",

On the fifteenth of June the battalion was relieved from control of
the Ninth US Amy and became attached to the Seventh US Amy.
Production had gradually declined until at times it had almost
ceased, Preparations were now started for the impending movement
to the redeployment center. Tnstructions at last arrived, alerting the
battalion as of the twenty-second of June to be prepared to move to
a later designated Assembly Area Camp for Direct Redeployment to
the Pacific Theatre of Operations. Battalion personnel departed for
the Assembly Area on the twenty-fifth of June, by “Forty and Eights”
once again but a much more comfortable condition was attained by
the reduction of the number of personnel to the car to about twenty.
Vans and motor vehicles left with drivers and assistant drivers the
next morning, The 655th Battalion arrived at Camp Baltimore in the
Assembly Area Command, just outside of Su%ppes, France, on the
twenty-eighth of June, Assignment to the Seventh Army was at once
relieved and the unit was re-assigned to the Assembly Area Com-
mand, United States Forces European Theatre.

Camp Baltimore was one of the group of camps that had beenr so
highly publicized by the “Stars & Stripes” "as a GI's Paradise”. The
Battalion was eager to reach this »paradise” as such pleasures as it
advertised are only dreams and illusions to a man in the service.
Camp Baltimore proved to be just that — “Dreams and Tllusions™.
The proposed camp had barely passed the breaking of ground stage
and was little more than a tent city — a paper project. The tents still
had earth floors 1; the latrines were the outdoor, six hole, packing
box over trench type; the showers were two ontdoor,. sixteen spigot,
cold water showers for the whole camp; only one PX was in operat-
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ion ;Nith no beer or cokes yet available; the three theatres were one
hundred foot tents with no seats, and all water for the Battalion was
hauled from a-central water point by the battalion water tanker.
The swimming pools, golf courses, tennis courts, ball diamonds -and
all other sport layouts that had been so highly publicized were
nonexistant and even the Red Cross Recreational halls and other
services under their usual supervision were as yet to be introduced
into the camp area., When it rained it was very muddy and when it

was sunny and hot it was very dusty. Regardless of the weather by

day, it was always cold and damp at night. In ‘World War I this

same area had been known as “No Man's Land” and in “World
hy no man wanted it

‘War II* the men were learning W
There was litfle time for grumbling, with much preparation under
way for the impending “Mediterranean Cruise”. All equipment was

being checked, re-crated and processed for the forthcoming long sed
voyage. Readiness date had been set for August the twentieth and
the eguipment had to be ready for movement to the Port by the

twentyfifth of July.

Restriction to the Camp area was relieved by the introduction of

a daily Paris pass quota, allwoing three officers and sixty enlisted
men to enjoy the privilege of passes each day from 0800 to 2300.
Transportation was fumished by the battalion motor pool. .
At the same time, seventh of July, notification of the Battle Partici-
pation credit for the unit for the “"Rhineland” campaign, was received
by the Battalion, authorizing the -wearing of one “Baitle Star” on
the ETO ribbon. o

On the tenth of July the Vans
been processed and with the new s
were dispatched by motor convoy
assisting in final packing and proces
POE the group retuned on the eighteenth of July.

On the twenty-fifth, Lt Ojdana with thie remainder of the organizations
equipment once again departed with his paity for the POE, Gignac,
France, Colonel McCutchen, the Inspector Generalrand‘,his assistants
Lt Col. Paul and Major Waltess, from the Inspector Geéneral's Depart-
ment, USEET, visited the Battalion on the twenty-sévenih of July.

and Photomapping Equipment had
hipping number stenciled on them
for the Marsailles POE. After
sing of the equipment at the
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Inspection of Records, Personnel and Equipment was _conducted by
the group from 0900 to 1430, Men with eighty-five or more points
and all men thirty-nine years of age and over had transferred from
the organization, new personnel had been added and on the thirtieth
of July the battalion started its sixth week of Unit Training with. all
men now qualified under the new adjustment program. :
Orientations on the Japanese, Japan and its territories and Japanese
Tactics filled most of the schedule with an educational program on
Scrub Typhus Fever, Malaria and other diseases and problems that
might be encountered in the Pacific Theatre filled out the schedule,
On the fifth of August the unit organizational equipment, less that
which was to accompany the troops on board ship, was loaded on
trains at Suippes, France for shipment to Staging Area at Arles,
France. ) ' ‘
On the seventh of August the battalion received notification of a
second award for Battle Participation. This time for Participation in:
the Campaign in “Central Europe’’. This authorization added a second
star to the ETO ribbon, but this date was to become a memorable
date for generations for a vastly more important reason than a Battle
Participation Star. The basic energy of the universe, the power of
the atom, had been solved and all its terrible and bewilde«roing force
had been released by a lone bomber over the Japavese city of
Hiroshima, This single bomb had completely éarased sixty percent of
this modern city! The magnitude of the significance 0f this new
weapon so far overshadowed anything else that entrance of the
Soviet Union in to the Pacific war on this same date received little
notice. The crushing power of this nmew weapon brought bope to

every mind that the Japs would soon collapse but no one was.

prepared for the swiftness with which it came. On the tenth another
agasaki, to more thoroughly

bomb was released over the city of N
demonstrate to the stubborn Japs the advisability of quitting before

it was too late, and on this ddte he Japanese news ageny, Domel,

released the long hoped for news that Japan would accept the terms

of the Potsdam Conference with the request that the "govereignty”
of the Emperor be left intact. Juiblance was subdued in the Assembly
Area Command — the Pacific was too close to most
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of these men.

and a major condition as that of "Sover-
Japanese acceptance, could very easily
or delay that would find most of
to the Pacific. Sweating out the
he war. The hope of going home
1e of the atomic bomb that mo

for premature celebrations,
eignty”, as attached to the
result in a refusal by the Allies,
these men on the boat and away
Peace was worse than sweating out t
had been so remote before the mirac
one had even been so foolish as to dream of the possibility. But now,
everyone could dream — and fear. Rumor, delay and uncertainty
tied “Granny" knots in-nerves that would slip out and then get tied
up all over again. The Japs pnad been told that their God-Like
Emperor could be retained, but we'd dictate to him everything that
he could do even to riding his Smow White Charger, and now, we
must wait to see what the Jap's answer would be to this. The Jap
offer, had been received on Friday — it was now only Saturday, but
a century had passed. Sunday of void ~waiting — could the Japs be
up to some trick? — Why were they stalling? Monday was another
lump in the sands of the Hour Glass and there were those who
insisted that the war was not over by any means. Fven when news
arrived that Tokyo had announced to the Japanese people that an
important apnouncement would be made at eight o'clock Tuesday
moming everyone was still doubtful and suspicious. The Tokyo
anpouncement came six hours before they had promised and report
ba it that they had announced that the Allied surrender terms were
accepted. No one celebrated, Tuesday dragged by — 10 official
announcernent, until, at seven PM eastem ilime when our new Com-
mander and Chief, President ‘Truman, officially announced the -war
was over. That was two AM Wednesday in Camp Baltimore and
no one knew it until Wednesday morning after reveille, There was
an uncertain feeling of relief-no shouting, no demonstrations and no
place to go if one felt like blowing off steam. Everyone was Very
sober and serious. This was different than the German peace, This
was the end of the whole conflagration-it meant every man could
now go home----0T could he? That tantalizing thought seemed to be
the sobering influence. The war was over for those at home only.
Our orders still were unchanged, and if they were ck_i_énged there was
the question of occupation and shipping. Men withh over a hundred
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points who were eligible for discharge and going home since last
May were still here--waiting! Everyone was counting his points and
criticism of the system was hardly one of praise, The 86th, which
was in Camp Livingston with the 655th, had been returned to the
states with the 95th Division and both were causing quite a lot of
disturbance over being sent on to the Pacific, but they were still
going. Most of our Battalion was below the seventy-five point
margin which was declared as the critical score for the 86th and
95th and the future was hardly considered as bright, There was still
hope however, -as it had been announced that no unit designated for
the Pacific would now go straight, but would first go to the States
for a thirty day furlough and if at that time nothing had been
changed, would proceed on to the Pacific, The Battalion's position
was an advantageous one, it seemed. Everything was packed and
processed, the unit was in the Assembly Area ready to leave and
the date of departure was still the same — except, of course, with
happy stipulation that the battalion would now go home first,
On the twenty-seventh of August the long sweated out change of
orders arrived and at a Battalion formation Colonel Unverferth
revealed the welcome news, which, briefly reyealed that, the unit
would proceed at an early date to the POE, probably Marsallles,
thence to the States for furloughs. Then all“ellglble men would go
with the unit to the Pacific — the Battalion would arrive in the
States within a month from the date of the orders. The news was
enthusiastically received but the Colonel advised caution and recom-
mended “"Don't advise your wives or families that you are coming
home until we reach the POE". This last advice proved to be sagely
put, but unfortunately most of the men did not heed it. Almost at
the time the announcement was being made the Assembly Area was
being bypassed by a unit that proceeded on to Marsailles and prob-
ably coniributed materially to the delay in orders for the Battalion
which found itself enmeshed in the sudden screening order to
determine all men in the unit with forty-four VE Day points and less,
and make them subject to transfer from the Battalion for service as
occupational personnel in the Assembly Area Command and
Germany, to be replaced by men from other units with forty-five or
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more points. Two hundred fifteen men out of the Battalion's four
hundred thirty-five total personnel were caught in this net, with the
first group of five Vmen, all from Company B, departing to Camp
Headqarters on the seventh of September to assume the duties of
movie projectionists on the Post.

So, might one reason, followed the ordelly desintegration of the 655th
and a happy endmg for all, but hardly was this the case. A sudden
reversal of orders, brought about by the capitulation of Japan, left
the unit stranded at Camp Baltimore awaiting disposition. It came
after one hundred and four days of residence at Camp Baltimore,
6 October 45, such of the battalion as remained after high score
pegsonnel were removed headed with heavy steps back to Germany
for duty with thé occupation forces, where at this wiriting we sit,
with-good wishes for the men who preceeded us home, but anxious
for the sight of a troopship, the roll and pitch of @ homeward voyage
and the feel underfoot of the soil we hope never again to leave.
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in army sponsored p6r10d70ﬁls, wers the chief causes for the low

dq ?ostal Actl mtlcs. Durlng our stay in tae ﬁ,& O. We‘
on’” the Cont;.nent. The
e

. e.‘Pramotlons, E@motlo.s, and Recla351flcatlons. The

majority of promotlons were given during the last month of this

pe%lod due to the redeplogm@nt of m@st of ‘the flrst threc grades.

o
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The following are thevprdmotions awarde&‘through,the period.

officers promoted to 1st Lt.
i promoted'to:ls% B8t

EM promoted to Technical Sgt.
EM promoted to Staff Sgb.

M promoted Lo Bergeant

Ty promoted to Corporal

10 EM promoted to T/3

23 EM promoted to T/4

33 EM promoted to T/S

wmqmww

r

No reclass 1 catlon pfcceedlngs were 1nstlvated

f Redepﬁoyment Re&d justment, and Replacements. DUG to

: the numerous changes in the Battallon's category our redeployment-
wag very mixed up. Redeployment was not started till after the
‘unit avrived in the A.A.C. on 28 June 19A5 “mhe Tirst wmen to be’
cleared from the ovganlzatlon when it was to be redeployed direct
to the Ppacific were men with Japanese ancestry, men that fought

in’ the Mediterranean aé”Weli ‘as in Burope, ¢tc. The next group out
was when the Cabegory was dhanged o Category IV =nd all low poind
men were trensferred to Stabtion Gomplement Gémp Balbimore. A few
high point men began to trickle in. dur Gatego”y'was changed to I
and the order affecting our low’ point personnel was resolnded anﬁ
~our low point men were returned. We then transferred out all
officers and’ EnTLSued Men thabt Were over the ‘critical score and
over age. Reblacemants were received to bring the organlzation up
to . T/O stwenéth in Enlisted Men. & total of 5 officers and 62
Enlisted Men were reassigned to other organiZations during the
period and I officer and 55 Enlisted Men joined.

T

2. SECURITY. \
-1 Fraternlzablon gatzvntles ‘and Effects, on Mey 8th
organization was Bbilleted 1n = ﬁaserne 8% braunschwelg, CGermany.
The Kaserne was completely fenced in-and was pabrolled. Men were
§o not allowed out after 1900, The same existed when ﬁhﬂ'brgaqizatio
b moved %o Bielefeld, Garmany, except the resbrictlon was 1ifbed %o
. 2100.  ITn both places men were known to heve sneaked oubt in after
‘ curfew snd fraternized, but it was not prevalens. on 4 June the
Battalion moved tO'?iTChbaln,iGerman; ‘where 1t was necessary to
billet men: in Hobels and School Bulldings, and less conbtrol could
be exercised over the men, IThe Fraternization ban was still being
.enforced, and bthere was no marked change in the men's atbitude and
the men conducted themselves very well., From 87 June till the end
of The peflcd, the ovganizatlon was 'stationed in France.

b. Black WMarket Activities. The men partlclmated in very .
1ittle black market sotivity throughout the enbtire perlod. No
violators were apprshended. - =
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‘e, Censorship and Information Control. Gensorship of mall
was lifted sHOTGLY aiter bhe cessavion oF hostilities., When the _
organizabion received movement orders to the A.A.C., mail censorshlp
was sgein imposed, snd the men were given the two censorship lect-
Gres. $hile in the A.A.C., bthe organization was given all lectures
=s prescribed for redeployment. o . :

&

3. TROOPS! OPERATIONAL ACTIVITIES,

a. Bducational Program. Two tours of orientation were glven
weekly until The unlit moved to bthe A,A.C. where the prescribed eight
week training course was undertaken. After the eight week course was
finished a supplemental training course. was started and it continued
$111l the unit left the areas . : '

: b. Employment of Troops. The organization performed its
normal operational functions-tLll alerted for movement bto the A,A,C..
The Reproduction company worked on an eight hour two shifb basis
printing meaps and organizational histories. The Photomapping company
worked on the revision of the 4507 geries covering Bavarlia. The H&S
company performed the usual services. - : .

" Tn the Assembly L¥ea Command the troops were trained
equipped and readied to perform thls misslon in the pacific .Theater,
K11 operatbion records for the period 8 Hay 1945 to 15 June 1945,
were shipped with the organizational equipment, therefore there ars
no ststistics on hsnd for the work performed for this period.

6. Orgenigsbion. The Babbalion was atb 7/0 strength thru the
majority of tThe period. The high positions in the Battalion were
f31led at all times, and the organization was capable of performing
its migsion, B : .

: gd.-Red@ploymen%ﬁ;Effeetg; Due to strength in depth of qualif-
ied personnel Ior &ll Digh posivions and low percentage of persomnel
redeployed, redeployment was nob filled throughoubt this period. :

e. Movements and Misslon Assignments. ' -
- B uay 1945, this organizatlon was assigned to the Winth
United States Army snd located In Braunschwelg, Germeny. — ~
- 17 yay 1945, the unit moved to Blelefeld, Germany, which
ig situated in the English Zone. ' | R o
T 4 June 1945, :the unit moved out of the English Zone of
gccupation_into the fmerican Zone to Kirchhain, Germany, near Mar-
WTE. _ .

15 Tune 1945, +the battalion was relieved from control of
the Winth Tnited States Frmy end became sttsched to the Seventh
galted States Army. R S :

o - 28 June 1045, the unit arrived st Camp Baltimore near
Suippes, France, snd upon grrival was relieved from gsventh United
gtates Army control and assigned to Assembly Ares Commend, United
States Foreces, Buropesn Theaber. ' '
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10 July 1945, the organization equipment started moving to
marseilles and Cignac, France, Ports of Embarkatlions, movement and
equipment were completed gbout 10 August 1945. - :

, Due. to capitulation of Japan the personnel of the battal-
ion were s5ill in Camp Baltimors on the 30 September 1945.

-

- 4. SUPPLY AND LOGISTICS.

S ~ g, Lwmunition Sbtoek and Disposal. ALl stocls of ammunition
were turned In upon arrival &t the E.L.C. with the exception of
guardAammunitiOn.'ﬁll”men“fif@d'&Hf&miliarization'oOurs@:Wibh the
cerbine with new sight. The ammunition was drawn. from the training
sllowance of Cemp Beltimore. No smmunltion was expended for bacblical
reasSons. . .

© 7 be Billeting and Winberization. From 8 May 1945 to 3 June
1945, the orgeanization was billeted 1in two Germen ¥Kasernesg, one was:
in excellent condition and the other was foir, Prom 4 Junhe 1945 %o
25 Tune 1945, the men weve billeted in a hotel, school, and houses,
and =11 wers quite adequate.:On errival at the AJA.C,, The men and
! officers were quartered in btexrts, small wall and tents, sguad. Mess
Halls and Bn O.P, were in frame building. The tents were winterized
sfter the first month. Quarters were not adequate as the weather was
too cold and damp Tor comfort. =~ ‘

c. Disposal of Equipment. Awaiting redeployment, the equip-
ment, except W.H.H., Was processed and packed for oversess shipment.
on 10 July- 1945, the first equlpment left for the port. Majority of
the equipment was shipped end never recoversd. ‘

_ d. Food and GlotHing. Food thrgughout the perlod was ample
snd adequate. The orgenization had considerable trouble securing .
combat servicesble clothing end eguipage, while in the A,A.C. excCe s s~
ive amount of time was baken in processing and filling bthe requislbzow
ions. When the clothing was received, most was no bebler than the
clothing turned in.

_ e. Gagoline, 0il, end Iubricants. A1l records up to 28 June
1945 for gas and o1l consumed were. shipped with the organizational

: equipment. ATtér 28 June 1945, no record of congumption was kept, as
. the Battalion was only authorized to keep 12 vehicles and the gas-
oline was rationed out daily by the gas dump of the ceamp.

£. Post Wxchange Activities. This orgenization operated 1ts
own P.¥. by dTEWing from the Army Werehouse till 25 June 1945, and
for the remainder of the period the men drew their P.X. supplies
individually from the camp P.X.t!s. N

g2~ 0nit Vehicle Turn-in., &Ll unit general service vehicles
were turned TOr processing &t Gamp Baltimore, with the exception of
12 housekeeping vehicles. The mobtors and chassis of all speclal
purpose vehicles were processed by ordnance and the engineer equip-
ment was processed by thlis organization. The speclal purpose vehicles
were driven to the port on 10 July 1945 for shipment. '
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‘1. Tse of Germen Militsry end Civilien Labor. Wo German
labor was used by this organization prior to 28 June 1945. German
Prisoners of War were furnished by the Camp for KP duty end for
making improvements in each unlt area while in the Assembly Area.

B SOMMUNICATIONS, AND TRANSPORTATION. ‘

. To communication or btransportatlon difficulties were en-
countered. The moves from Braunschwelg to Bielefeld and Bileleleld
to Kirchhain were by motor convoy. on the move from Kirchhain,
Germeny, to (emp Baltimore, France, the personnel wers senb by rall
and the equipment went by motor convoy. )

-

6. TAW AND ORDER.

’ s. Black Market Activity: No member of this orgsnization
was ceught dealing in ovhe blagk market. Tt was prumorsd thatb several
men Were operating in Paris bub an investigation failed to substant-
iate the sccusations. - ‘ :

. b. Gourt Mertial Cases: Seventeen members of this organizat-
ilon werse tfiéa'by'Gourtslmartials.during this period, one officer by
General Courdb, fivenenliéted'mehqby‘gpecial Gourt, eleven enligted
men by Summery Court. §ix of the shove courts were on the spot trials
for uniform violations in Paris. No one violation was prevalent in

the majorlty of the cases. : _ : ,

7. YEDICAL AFFAIRS.

s, Denbal Activity. Prior to the unit movement to Ghe
Lssembly Ared, no dental Treatment other than emergency could be
secnred. A dentist was borrowed. in June 4945 to run a denktal survey
of all personnel. In ths Lssembly Area all men werse examined and

treated by the Denbal Clinle in the cemp.

: b. Preventative Medlcine. The general health of personnel
in this orgenization was oxcellend during this period. & total of
81 men were hospitalized resulbing in 1314 man days lost. The
Venereal Disease rabe from 8 Mey 1945 to &8 June 1945 was 71 cases
per 1000 per annum, and the past dispensaries rendered the reports
on the remaining days of the perlod. “

#

c. Casualtless on 17 May 1945, one of the survey parties

vehicles strUck & land mine resulbing in The hospitalization of four:

men, one of Whom Was lost bo the organizabiom, The men were taken -
direct Lo an Evacuatlon Hospibtals o .

8. ARMY WELFARE. : S

© %2 Army Pood Situation., The food supplied. through this
period was excellent with Tegard bto quallity and quanbtlvy. The food
was prepared properly and no appreciable wasle was noteds .

%
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‘be. Athletic Facilities. The athlebtics during this period
consisted maInly oF 80Tt ball, base ball, volley ball, horseshoes,
and some swimming. The inter battalion soft ball league was start- .

" ed on 14 May 1945 and lasted t1ll end of June. The league conslst-
ed of elght tesms. The base ball team was organized gbout 1 July
1945 and played all eommers In and around Cemp Baltimore. The team
was very successful only lost by one run in the finals of the Camp
Bal timore chempionship on 18 September 1945, Volley ball was play=
ed continuously throughout the period. A swimming pool was only
available during the babttallonts stay in Kirchhalin, Germeny. Horse-
shoe pitching was very popular during the stay in the A.E.C.. One
of the enlisted men won the Camp Baltimore singles title. . :

c. Awards and Decorations.

: , (1} The following nemed men were glven the Purple Heart
Medal for wounds. recelved -on 17 May 1945: '
T/Sgt Gaisford entered service from state of New York .
' '8/sgt Risk entered service from stabe of Florida
Tec 5 Ephros entered service from state of New York
Tec 5 Frye ehtersd service from stabte of Alebama.

: {2) 24 enlisted men awarded the Nobor Vehicle Driver
Lward (Driver ~ W). o L 2 : s

’fB} 132 énlisted men awarded the Good Conduct gedal.

v {4) on the 7 July 1945, the battalion was notified of
the Battle Participation credit for bthe ¥Bhineland campaign. '

| (5) on the 7 August 1945, the battalion was notified
of the Battle Participation credit for the "Central Burope Campaign®.

- d. Billet Accommodations. The billebs for all personnel
have always been adeguate and Livable. The best accommodablons
available were always used as billets.

e, Eniisted Men's and Offlcers? Clubs. Two enlisted ments
and one offiTers’ bars were established during the battalion's stay
in Kirchhain,  Germeny. These bars were run on & nonprofit basis and
sold only beer and Cokeg. While in the A.A.C., the Wet P.X'g were
! operated by the camp exchange. Qrganized clubs at other places were
ok not feasible. . ‘ LT — S

f. Purloughs and Passes. Furlough and pass guotas were ad-
equate in fact while ab Camp Baltimore it was difficult to find men
to fill all passes allocabed. & pass quoba, to Parls for 60 enlist-
ed men and three officers, was allocated dally when the organization
was not OA the aleré. | ' ‘ -

%
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, g. 8elf gbtudy Courses. From 1 July 1945 to the end-bf the
period approximately one third of the members: of this organization
- Took TSAFI Courses. A four hours sbtudy perlod was held four days &

-~ week. : ‘ .

~  he Tnspections and Investigations. On 27 July 1945, this
organization was inspected Dy 2 Toem Trom the Inspector General!s
Office in preparation for redeployment to the Pacific. The team
consisted of Col. McCutchen, Lb. Col, Paul, and Major Walters,

1. ¥otion Picture Activities. Motlon plctures were shown
daily while The unlt was STafioned In Braunschwelg and Bielefeld,
Germany. Daily movies were shown at Camp Baltimore from about
15 July 1945 to the end of the period. : ‘

j. Soldier publicablons., Stars and Stripes, Army Talks,.
snd other I & B and special Service publications were recelved in
- sufficient quantity for adequate distribution. It iIs felt that
stars and Stripes did more harm then good thru itg erroneous and
conflicting stories on redeployment. . . »

¥. Religious Activibies. The men haye always been able %o
go to the church of thelr choosing. When Army Chaplains were nob '

able to hold services exclusively for the battalion, trucks were
furnished to take men to the nearest serviees.

, 1. U.8.0., American Red Cross, YHMCA, and Soldier Shows.
This battalion had the benefit of none of these until after 28 June
1945, Tn the 4,A.C. The live TS0 shows Wers excellent and the Red
Cross was of some help. ' o '

|

[

{

{

i . ' . : :

! Qenereil . Paragraphé omitted from the topiecal oubtline were
z not applicable during this perlode. - o ‘
t | » | | | |
{

{
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1 December 1945

SUbJEG Vaep@rt of Maf: _ v ,
: TO'EEW‘:'Tntelllgence' 4vfFEéEfﬁain}Eﬁéo~757EEuh
¥ s (gttent1®n-‘ S O D

| Herewith is eﬁrep@rb @P mmpplnv aGtIVltLES f@r the
perl@d endlng 50 N@Vember 1945, - : :

= 3 ‘ e ..1. New Mappln _t g@ne."

R 2- Rev131on~,f‘fivAild T

a; Berlln T@Wn“?lan~ (First ‘wwrltv)
Revislen e of snehts '3 and 4 frem 1:10, 00 Berlln map
ceverage. Extan ien of ex1st1nv Sﬁeet lineés te ln-”

clude fmerican: G@V@rage. EXu@ﬂSlon el ex1stlnﬁ Sheet
lines te include gmerican Zeéne lnserts. &ddlﬁl@n of
'Mwlitary C@ntr@l B@UD@&FlES,‘

{1} Additl@ns t@ eulture b@lng made en ozalld Work

: ed frem Base RepP@duction Plant.
‘(2? B&undary @verTays belng pr&pared fer each" sheet

*zn& prl@rzty)

’(l) Twenﬁf
ed te this erganizatien Ter cempletion. O the"

gurBvey.
. 49m, 49w, 55T, BGW QSE, SSW, nim, 71w, 72 VQWL
{gj‘Thﬁ‘f@ll®Wng sheets requlre ‘additiensl” cumnllat-

: , e “graphfe cevérage.
; | S ABWG UABYW, 50mL 50 55U, 56m; SWE, B, 58, 63w,
i ‘Jf“‘64E, 64y, 65®m, 66 , V%E, 3.

{3} The Trgr Read’ Survey coverage 1s 1nc@mplete and
‘ addltlgnal c@verage Wlll be. PBQUI“Sd

Annex "A"

gheets pending receipt of film pegitives: wequ@st-

-szx sheets, pa?tlally PeVlsad were asszmm~‘
“‘twnty-six sheets 1listed as complete, the fellew~

ing 'reguite eerrectiens Ter the pvead everldy as
‘@ result ef the 1n¢@rmat1@n sh@wn 1n ﬁh@ Engr R@ad

cever gap areas 1n the @r%gﬂn&l map or ph@t@~
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c. G8Gs 4416 Gazatteerwzigtingsib’u o ' |

(1) The preject of editing galley preefls ef the Gazebteer .
of place nsmes fer the 4418 1+100,000 series was assign-
ed te this erganizatien 10 Nevember 1945. o
' {(2) Eppreximately thirty-five percent srrors have been feund
a i the listings checked te dafte. Errers were found in
= the spelling ef names, sheet number, &nd ceerdinates.
(3) Appr@Ximately‘@ne”im,@nﬁ'th@usand'names cannet be feund
on the 1:100,000 sheetbs after an exhausbive check of all
~ pessible errors. . B .
(4) The present rate of progress is five hundred listing per
day. Pregress en the preject bte date is as follows.

IETTER GROUP ~  NO.PAGES % COMPLETE
B » 18 _ 48% -

~ (B) Pregress for the entire preject 1s 8.6% cemplebe.

3. Reproductlent

Sixby-six sheets éfﬁthe cacs 4507 series were assigned to
this erganizatien for reproduction el theatre sbeck levels 21
November 1945 Prierity reutine. ' ‘ ,

a. only twe sheets were availgble in the kedaline files ef the
3060 Engr Tepe ce. A request fer the kxedalines en the re-
- maining sheets was forwarded te Int. Div. OCE 28 Nevember
1945, '

b @@ date no sheets have been repreducéd fer delivery te the
Wulheim Map Depetb.

€

Coe Tabulati@n of Copy ?rinted:

| e (1) gtandard Naps 0
| (2) Special Maps - 200
| (3) wiscellaneous 41,850
; : Tobal: 77,050

;. 4. Ecriélﬂ?h@t®graphy:
" Ye ph@t@graphj'réquested during this peried. & formal re-

quest 1s being prepared fer pheto coverage needed en the GEGS’

4492'praj60§ agdﬂwil}’be submitted in the near future.

5. Centrel: o prejects.
6. Supplies: Ne comments.
& : 7. Map Disbributions Wo cemments.

FOR THE COMMANDING OFFICER: o
NORMAYN RUBIN
- WOJG AUS

Annex TA" Ksst’ 8-3
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HEADOUARTERS ﬂ e T \

655th ENG{NEER TOPOGRAPH[C BATTALION o v

‘ AP03€§§ '758 e S us ARMY ' : v

: 2¢january‘19é6

SUBJ“GT R p@fu @f wamplng ﬁith1t1®S. )

+3
(%5

';: Intelllgence ‘Divisien 0. G‘B. (K&ln} TSFEi AP@ 757
ﬁtt&ntlln* Major Ducl@s‘- e

Submitted hereW1th ig th@ f@p@rt of manping act1v1tles
f@r the pe“1@d endlng 51 Deeemo@r 1945 ‘

. 1?’N8W Mapplng - N@ne.

"2‘?Q9V1310n -fﬂfif*;@f

-8 Berlin T@Wn Plan~ {ﬂlrst Prl@rlty) L
Revisien of sheets 3 % 4 is cemplete’ t@ st1ok up S
stage. Type has béen set’ fer all stick up except !
8 p@lh% end belew. Difficulties are ‘being encéunter- o
ed in @btalﬁing type small en@uvh te be set up and
pr@ofed on Duraseal. - : :

- b. GSGS 4492 (an Pri@rltv) : - o .

e

(1) All r".’j':” 1s-c@mplete as far as Phete Ceverage.
h’giﬁeer‘L@ad Survey Ceverage p@rmit. Sheets
65W: are ‘the only shéets with 1004 Phete
Geversge snd Reasd Survey (eoverage. Thege sdHeetd 'are
»c@mpletely'fev?sed and drafted. Stlck up @n.margln-f
al da*‘a is n@t O@mpleted : ‘

T

(2) The twenty-—f@ur remaining ‘sheets camn@t bW W@rked i
‘on further uatil ‘the necessary’ phete of reduegt. f@r-_
thls data have been submlt’ced ’chr@ﬁgh channels.

’ c. msdel Pm@geot

L) ThJ_s pr@gect was ass:&.o‘ned te thls unlt enn 5 Deoem-
ber 1945 with & rish pZ’l@I’lty. in esstimabed com-—
pletien date’ W&S gﬂven by this effice as Tifty

- days after ?’*@celpt of 'supplies and @qulpmen‘b
*‘a6068$ary t@ begln the pr@g@ct.

(%j leflcultl@s have been enC@unUered in requ181tAon—
‘ ing- supplles and equipment fer the Jeb. Therelers
Work on’ tne-pan@ls has b@en confln@d te @dltlng;




Reproduced from the Unclassified / Declassified Holdings of thé-NaﬁonaI Archives-

o Nafonalarchives: = |

xS i e e

AUTH’QRITY

%1 adod nara DATES ﬁH i” )

L - , .
‘= - '2 - ’
— :
. !
. \
3. Repreductien. N
; : ] B | Lo |
a. -Twenbty-two GSCS 4507 kedalines were received by “this effice |
en 10 December 1945. These sheets zre being printed acc@rdingly1
N te ins,trqc.ti@ns. ‘ o - - | - d
(1} &t the present bime enly eme sheet of this series |
(sheet 15) is_-c@mpleﬁ:ed,. o
(2) This shesﬁ is new ready for shipment te the Muhlheim
- Map Depete . o ’
b. Fumber of Impressiens.
(1) standard Maps =~_50,000
{2) Speclal laps - 40,800
(3) Miscellaneous = 44,590
; Tobal TBE,T90
{ o+ During the past month-the repreductlen cempany has recelved
! additienal equipment and supplies which will enable us to
} gset up a reproductien unit eI a mere permanent nature.
g Seasbeandi : | be :
i' (1) At the present time 60% of the equlpment recelived has
| - been i:w_s-talled. S
| (2) Inventory of items recsived is still being dene. i com-
3 plete inventery will be submitted te yeur efflce as soen
} as possible. :
o (3) The larger items received ificlude two (2) Harris presses,
g three (3) Webenderfer presses, one (1) Cemere Sebt Ne. O
| with ven, twe (rabtree presses, two whirlers.
| e . ‘
i 4 v{é;g?rial tht@graphy:
: a. & formal request was mede for phote ceverage needed en the
i GEGS 4492 project with s coverage dlagram attsched shewing
the gaps te be filled. . ‘ '
t‘ 5. Sentrel: Ne pr@j@‘c‘fﬁts.
‘ 6. frap. bistribution: Ne comments..
o : | . gllen V. BEvans
1st Lt. CB
operatlons Officer
Annex "B"
T e
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SFIJEET. Report of @§eratiens fram l January 1946 to
. 31 m@h 191-}60 : ‘

Gemanémg Genera}. 'G'S For@ea, European Tﬁeaﬂser,
APO 757 A‘b%entlon. G=3 Hist@rleal Sub-Seetion;

'ghrough Third BS Army

e

FGREW'IB

Thig period eovers the darkest heura of %he battall«ﬁ

govers the ass lent el eur fu:s*é mgalaaemm*ﬁs from th@
States. .

BEGES
ds irgamzam-n' ﬂffiai&l Historm

2« Techanieal Opsratioa Reports
3s Battalion Speeial @raers. '

bs Ba%%alian B’lles. - o
| ‘ QQM‘TS
. la Aimstranon an& Persoelg -

v - 2s - Sesurity. '
P 34 Troep Oeeupational Ac‘s:witie&
ot ks Supply and Logisties,
R 5 -Communiestion and Transpartatwm
é 6o Law and Order.
7+ Hedical Affaira.
8s -Army Welfare,

R

due to redeployment of majority of the trained meme It aiso

| %ﬁg’ﬁw{é : o
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S Awards and Beceratlens. Due to the great turnover
of personnel there were no awards or decorations glven t0 the
men of this battalion.

be Leaves, Furloughs and Passes.
71, By the middle of this period leaves and furloughs
quotas were drastiealy cut to go along w1th.the eonservatlon
of menpower pPIrograne
2+  Passes were freely given out for off duby time.
TPours %o the surroundmg points of interest were orgamnized by
the Special Service NCO,

Ge Morale of Troeps. The mqrale of the troops«seemeﬁ'to

‘be very high due to the comstant advancing of the redeployment

schedule beyond the previously published program., The coming
of Spring also brought out the spirit of the meRs

€s Frostal ﬁctlv1ties.A it was Ielb thav afver the
Christman Tush the mail sarvice'would settle down bto regular
service but this was nob always so. HMail delliveries were very
spasmodie due to the bad flying weather over the continent and
ocean, Sometimes no mail was recelved fer over ﬁeﬁ days, but
it could n@t be help@d.

es Promotions, Demotions and Reclassifications.

1, Promotiens during thlg pericd were necesgsary to
fill some of the vacancies c¢reated by the men going home. The -
following are the promotions msade: :

1 EM promoted to H/Sat. -
1-BE¥ promoted to 1st Sgtb.
11 EM promoted %o P/Set.
8 BM promoted to S/Sazt
3 EM promoted to Sgt.
1 EMLprometed to Cork.
6 EM premoted o T/3
25 EM promoted to /L
47 BM promoted to T/5
_ No offiecers were promoted. ‘
2. MTwo men were reduced to the grade of Private.
-3, No reclassifieation proeeedxngs were instlgate&

f. Redeployment and Reslacements.

‘ 1. Redeployment went unabated throughou‘b the entlre
period. Some men that had been transferred in from other
organizations during the period were redeployed in the same

- month ‘due to the stepped up program, There were 9 officers

and 308 enlisted men transferred out &urlng this period for
rede§loyment or emergenéy reasonss

2s There were 12 officers and 180 enlisted men
transferred into the organization. 4 majority of the enlisted
replacements received could not be absorbed due chisfly to theilr
low mentality and utter laek of any trainlng sultable for this
hlghly'speclallzea outfit, -

-1 =
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: '3, One man re-enlisted in regular Army and was sent
to the Zone of. Interior because of excessive months of overwmeas
service. : -

e Safegg;?ragram4‘.A'theater wide safety program was
condueted auring the month of Mareh, Lectures were given the
drivers, signs were posted and gach driver was given a daily
safety slogan to go with his trip ticket. The campalign was
very suceessful as it reduced aceidents and speedings

II. SECURITY

a. Black Market Activities. Black HMarket gsetivities were
greatly reduced due to currency Control. One man, on leave im
Paris, was caughbt with two currency control books. He was
returned with the evidence. The man was tried and convicted.

' The extra money could have been acgquired only on the black
market. No other activitiss were noteds '

b, Civilian Police. The men were not giving the Civilian
Police tho mocessary assistance and at times even hindered them
while they were doing their duty. These cases usually had to do
with the girl friends of the soldlers. It was finally necessary
to give the men a lecture on "Agsistance.to the Civilian Policels

‘e Security Raids. Several minor raids were made on the
homes of sSeveral civilism employees after cases of pilfering
were noteds Bach raid netted a small amount of GI eguipment
but nothing om a large scale. All culprits were.fired and
turned over to the givilian polices .

| III, TROOPS OPFRATIONAL ACTIVITIES.

& Education Progreme a ) - |
1: A majority of the USAFI courses had been dropped

. @s the personnel who were taking them haé been redeployeds %he

lack of interest was due to the rapid redeployment and the . -
infTiux of enlistees who showed little interest in aaythings
, 2¢ .Two officers attended the two week Officers
Refresher course conducted by Seventh US Army. |
3, Five men were sent 0 Cite Universitare Paris
France for elght week courses. - , | :
L. Ons enlisted man was placed on TDY with 6877

Staff Detachment to go to school im Londom.

bs Em!le%néﬂt of Mroobs. - . -
T2°57T Tanmary 1946, the plant wes estavlished and

in full operation. ' The reproduetion company was operating all
five presses and all allied equipment. They continued to
make’ improvements on their plant. The photemapping company
started on the projects on a priority system as established
by OCE, USFET., By the end of the period, photomapping had all
but shut down, due to the redeployment of all the skilled men.

- 2 =



4 Reproduced from the Unclassified / Declassified Holdivngs of the' National Archives- o
' %Fmﬁe"p}édﬂééd' fromrthe Unclassified #:Declassified Holdings-of:the-National Archives: - - -
e T :
R WL %Assrsir;? ;-
OIS e
] AUTHORITY sirk )
Co- i avdd nama DATES b H( .
o R o
T ® TN
1 q |
| ! ' o i %&“*‘

' The Mapping projects were all
survey projects, the survey p
the men were more

) Copies of the Operation Reporss om the Mepping

Aetivities of this organizaetion, as submitted to OCE, TSFET

Annexeg WAM; WBR® gnd "C%, o

24

34

to nething for

! " are attached as

shelved, Due to & lack Of
latoon was allowed to dwindle

critiecally needed elsewhere.,

O6n 11 Mareh 1946, this battalion activate

Detachment "A" to take over the setting up and eventual
operation of the Theater Map Reproduction Plant in Frankfurt.
The Detachment was to consist of one officer and fiftesn
enlisted men whose mission was %o supervise and instruct
Germen civilian labor in construction and operation of the

plant.

. ¢e Organizatvion and Training. ) , '
; , | TI, The organization of the battalion remained the
E seme but the technical sectlons of the battalion weat very
E fer below strength., Nost replacements recelived were not
i skilled s@ were placed in overhead to keep the eutfit goings
; . "2. ©On the job training was continuous in the '
i reproduction compeny, Ia the middle of the peried, the

were used as

- draft and photo~interpret.

instruetors. .

] photomapping company had to cease all technical opsrations
and start from scratch to teach the few replacements how to
~ The few remaining trained men

4. Redeployment Effect. Redeployment did all but make
this organization imoperational. Most of the techniealy
qualified men were redeployed and the replacements were with-
out skill and had very little aptitude -for learning.

e. - Movements and Missions Assigheds

1.

“The only change in assiganment occured oa

20 March 1946. This organization was assigned to Headquarters
Seventh US Army and attaghed to OCB, TSFET, .for operational

controls

- 2, There were.n
during this periode CmA

‘fiovements Of any consequence

'aliﬁCatagoryll.ﬂnité,wau
- ammunition, the basie 1
available was drawn.

IV. SUPPLY AND LOGISTICS -

‘Due to a theater directive that
ave on hand the basie load of
gaé was requisitioned and all that was

" be  Billeting and Winterization,

| “*1. The billeﬁihé?was}subs@antiallffthe same as at
the end of the last period:exeept all had more space due to

the decrease

. o d 2#
- the -furnaces
be replacede

The only wint rization necessary was to repair

in several” of ‘the billets,

56* T
re

OCne furnmnace had to

ATET
.
{
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e+ Food and G1oth.s~* The food throughout the period
. was ample 1in quantivy and gquality but with little variety.
_Contrary to what was published, %en in one. rations were too
" frequently issued. The only neted shortage in clothing was
in rating chevrons.

d, Gesoline, 0il and Lubricants, Fuel and Coal.

-1ls Even though gasoline was rationed there was
always sufficient available to-operate the vehicles and kitchen
units. The petroleum consumed throughout the period was
37,759 gallons of gasoline and 5,184 quarts of -oil with the
resultlng average mileage per. gallon for all vehicles, of 7.28L4.

2+ As coal was rationed and suffieclent was not :
allocated for operating the pilant, community showers and
gpace neatln;, approximately one hundred cords of wood were
hauled in from the woods and used., Three hundred and eleven
tons of coke and dbriguets Were consumeds

€% oSt Bxchange Activities. Two pos?t exehange stores
were established for over Lhe counter salc, one in the Plant
area for Battalion headquarters, Gompany TA" and Gompany "BY

- the other wes in the holtel lobby in Auerbach for the personaal

of ﬁeadguartara and Serv1ee Gemgany.

f. ?roouremﬁnb Acthltl@s. The Battallon had a Purchasing
and Contracting Officer appoinved on the 24 QOctober 1945 but
he was not utilized as sueh till during this period. Hs .
purchased German ®epfoduction materials,  parts for our
sgnipment and materials necessary o @perate the base plant.

g+ Dpeecial Engineer Equipment¢ An additional complete
T/0 & E of mobile equipment was arawn over and above the basge

.plant eguipment so that this unit could take to the field .

if necessary and leave the base plant inbtact. The vehicles
from whleh we Look the plant eguipment were retalned on. hand,

ha ‘Pable of Organization and.Equlpmen$, A gpecl&l list
of equpment, signed by the Intelligence Officer, OCE, TSFET
was used to draw the base plant equlpmentb

i. Use of German eiV111an Labor. German civilians were
used to do all menial %asks such as KP, custodians, ete, The
maintenance men who operated the plemb. for the @erman owners
were retained. SQeveral German reproduction teehnicians were
hired to take the place of the skilled men who were being
redEQloyed




*

Reproduced from the Unclassified / Declassified Holdings of the National Archives-

M”DjCJIASSIFiE? 0

" autygriy
;(Lfa NARA DATE.M(

%ﬁ'f@“ep;adu‘a;a frorh the Uric(aés’rﬁé&fDeclaésiﬁédé’Heléﬂhgsﬁéf‘the:‘N‘aﬁd‘,na!‘Archil\‘/es>" o

SH - X0 - 29

V. GOMMEEICATI@N.&ED TRARS?GRTATIQN.

8« Grltaeal Shsrtage of Vital ﬁate ials¢ The shortage of

vehicular spare parts was severely felt. “The Catagory T units -
-were to report all elass "B" vehicles for turn in and have them

replaced by class "AY vehicles.

The reports were rendered but

wibth no action baken. by llgher headquarters. , )

be Operation and Repalr of Telephones. The Slgnal Gorps

switech board thet we drew was found to be in sad ‘state 6f
maintenance and much in need of repair. Ko people skilled in
the repair of the board werse avallable, so 1t was & source of

consbant trouble.

VI. LAW AND ORDER

-8, Blagk Market Aétlvitﬁ‘vtﬁne"menbar of the organization

was apprehended while on leave with two currency control hooks.
It was felt that the extra money was aeqnired through black
market aetivities white he was.stationed in Paris. The man
was econvieted for violating theater dlreetlons,

b. Gourt Martisl Cases.

by Court Martial during this period.

@nly three ‘men were coav1cted

Two men were tried and

convieted by Summary Sourts and one by.a speelal court. Bach
man was tried for different offenses, 8

¢. Traffic Control, Due ‘to several serious aeeidants in
a short period of time in this area, the major unit commanders

met to formulate a plan of action.

-1t was declded to reduce

the speed 1imit in the Zwingenberg Benshezm area to twenby
miles per hour, establish an area summary court to punish all
violaters and to acquire an MP detackment if possihle to

patrol the ared.

VII" MEDIGAL AET%IRS

- Dental Actlvitles.

les  Through the cooPeratlon ef‘the Seventh.érmy

Dental Officer, a Dental Officer with a mobile dental office '
was furnished the battallon on 7 March 1946, He was to remain with

the battalion until all of the dental work was completed. The

. 2, The Dental Laboratory at Darmstadt was a unit t0 be
commended. Even though they were extremely busy, they treated
all of our men who had dental trouble as well as making dentures
for men who had been unable bo gebt them before. Thelir cooperas
tion and work was of the highest order, N

P,
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b. Preventative Medicine. . -
1, The general health of the battalion was excellent.

,ééhroughout the period 29 men were hospitalized with the resulting

loss of 371 man days.
2¢ The battalion dispensary operated without a
surgeon until 18 Marech 1946, so all men requiring coasultation
or hospitalization were -sent to Darmstadt %o the Hospitals /
3, Sanitation throughout the period was excellent.

o L. The venereal disease rate for danuary and February
is not known as it was submitted by the Hospital. The rate for
the month of lMarch was . zerCs - , . \

5, The period was marked for its lack of cummunicable
diseases, A great drop i Respiratory Diseases was noted due
to the influenzae immunization.

¢, @asualties. The battalion suffered ite Tirst easualiy
when T/5 Teo Zipper was killed on 28 January 1946. His death
resulted from a vehiele accident. The vehiecle which he was
driving over turned on icy pavement Jjust west of Stuttgart.

' & Redeployment Effect. The five men of the Medical
Detachment were redeployed during this period. Two replacements
were received from the 130 Station Hospital, , ‘

| VIII. ARMY WELFARE.

g, Athletics and Athletic Facilities. The only sporis
participated in during this period were basketball and soft ball.
The basketball league played the second helf series until Marédh.
The play off, between the 306 Ord. Co. &nd Co. A", 655th Eng.

Bn, was held during the first week of March and.the 306%th

Ord. Co. emerged the league champions by a score of 31 to 27
for the third game. During the remainder of the month all
companies were trying out men and praeticing for the soft
ball season, ,

b, EBnlisted Men and Officers Clubs. ~
' ls Both enlisted men clubs were im full operation.

‘Both were re-decorated by German Sommercial artists and were
~really beautifule Spirits allocations were received Ifrom the

Beverage Control, Officer, Seventh Army, %o imsure a sufficliend
supply of drinks for alls The clubs were administered and
operated under USFET Circular Number 2. R

.+ . 2o During January, the officers from the umits in
the Bensheim Zwingenberg area got together and decided to sbtart
an area Officers Club. At the third meeting the commanding
officers of the units who were to f orm the Council drew up
the Constitution and By Laws. The club opened at a former
German night club on N«3.one half mile north of Bickenbach,
the first week in February and has been a great suceess.
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= es Furloughs anﬁi?asses* Passes and furloughs were cub
drastically due %o the shortage ef 9ersennel but all furleugh
allecatlans were fillaé, ‘

) ‘4o GI Universities., Five enlisted men submitted applica-
.~ tions to Cite Unlversity in Paris and were aceepteds They
started School on 16 January 1946. One enlisted man left on
1 February 19Aé to attend the Wertom School in Londgng

Ins‘eetlens and Envestl aﬁioas.

' 1., The battalion was inspected twice by the next
»ﬂigher Operational Gommander, on 22 January 1946 by Lt. Cole.
R,G, Waitt and on 13 Mareh 1946 by Lt. Col. R.H. Johannsen.
.They both seemed pleased and no reports on the inspection were
reeelve&*

es

2. ©On 18 ?ebruary,l@&é, Col. H.V. Gonan of the
Chief of Englneers Office USFET, conducted an investigabion
in the battalidon., The reason of the 1nvestigatlon was ‘sn
snonymous. letter to the Imspector General, regarding alleged
misconduct of some of the officers eof the batbalions All of
the officers present were cleared of all complaints.

b Te Mbrale of Troops. The morale of the troops was high
' due to the rapid rate or redeployment and.adequate reereational
i facilities,

S Mbtlon Picturse ﬁcth13leS¢. Motion pictures were shown
! six nights & Week With & Giiferent picture every other night.

i The quality of the pictures was not very good due to frequent

I repeat shawsg They were well attended.f

«

* B Bﬁllglous Activitiess
j Ts Protesvant services were held by en Army Cheplain
i in Benshelm for all units in this area.
‘Rs Oatholic. services wereheld in Benshelm at 945
: and in the battaelion area in Zwingenberg, at 1llilj each
it Sundayg by an Army Chapledns
v , 3» Jewish services were held in the Kron Hobel in '
f &ueabach by au enllsted man ol this organlzablon, - :

is- USO, American Rea Cross, YMCA and Soldler Smaw
Entertainment ActHivities., - ' ‘
Ls NO USOy YMG& and Soldier ﬁh@ws entertalnmﬁnﬁ activivies

were available to the men. of bhe command for the unit was
congidered too small o warrani Schedulling SuUCh Showss

_ 2+ The American Red Cross operated "Wander Inn"™
vhich was an excellent place for the men t6 spend their off
duty hourss The Club was closed enwac-ﬂarch 1946,

FOR THE COMMANDING OFFICER:

5 Wi Wﬁlﬁﬂ%&
Capt, CE
Battalion Historian.
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25 ﬁugust 1946

!,5Rep@rt @f @peratl@ns fr@m 1 Aprll 1946 to
30 June 1946. R

TO: Gammandlng General us F@rees Eur@peam Theater,

- APO 757+« At‘aemt:.@}a. Ge3 HlS'b@I‘lGa.L Subnseetl@n,
thr@ugh Third USfﬁrmy: '

F@REEGII

Thls perl@d eovers . the arrlval er. the ¢adre of experienced
n@ﬁ-eanﬂ;331omed officers whe were te be the ﬁeuoleuﬁ around
whieh werwere teo sbart te rebulld the erganizabtien., It alse
¢overs the start of the peried when the battallon had Te
operate with omnly fiva‘@ffi@@zs present for duty.

1., Organizatien's 'iffiéiai“ﬁisﬁ@ry;-
. 2., Teehnieal Operatien Bep@rt. e
3+ DBattalien Spewlal Orders. ‘

a

i T

] R ' GONTENTS
|

o le Aiﬁlulstratlan amd.?ersaﬂnelg

i 2+ Seeurity. -
. " 3e  Treop Oeeupatienal ﬁ@%l?ltlés. ‘

o ' k. BSupply azd Leogisties. .

- 5+ Communieatien and Transp@rtatlena

6. Law and Order.’ ‘ e
P 7« Wedieal Affairs. = Lot
3 8. ‘Army Welfare.

fri e R
e
£

g%@&ﬁﬂ% 3-% %‘fé&. g
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ase Aeeountlng of Personnel, GE 27 ﬁnrll 1946 there
was a theater wide neose eount and 81&$$lfleaﬁl.ﬂ of men. This
was necessary due teo administratien deficiencies. At 12:00 en
that day the battalien reolls were cheeked and the required
rep@rts were rendered.

be. Awards and Decerations, Nine men were awarded the
Good Gonduedb ﬁaaal.» Ne other award or decorations were re@eiveﬁ,

e. QCurreney Centrol. The new curreney control beeks were
issued to all men and @fflcers on 20 Jume 1946, TInitial entries
were adjusted te the amount of meney 1n the man's. possession
or the smount of balance in his beek, Whlchever was least.

d. Leaves, Furl@gghs and.Passes.

"1. Due 10 redeployment and econservation of treep
strength, the léave allocations were very low. The follewing
are the number of allecatiens reeelved and furl@ughs taken,
April 17, ¥ay 21 and June, 9.

2.  Off duty hour passes were freely glven. Twe
2=1/2 ton trucks were dispatchedeach Wednesday, Saturday and
Sunday afternaons to take the men te the surrcuﬁdlﬁg places of
interest. :

e, Horale of Troops. The morale e the treeps was very
goed.  This was cehiefly due te the influx of Regular Army men
who wanted te be heré and the redeployment of all fathers. Seme
men did net eare for the inereasing econtrol on diseipline, bed
cheek and the like but they were usually the eight balls.

~

~ f. Postal Activities. évgreatfimprovememt was seen in
mail and parcel -deliveries during this peried. This was chiefly
due teo better weather conditions over the Atlantie. By the

end of the period we were rece1V1ng five day service on Alr

M&ll; ‘ . g

g+ Promotions, Demetions and Reclassifications.
le.  The number of preomotiens were deereased due to
the higher requirement established that eaeh man must meetb
before he 1s'elllg1blem Greater stress was Dlaced on leadershlp.
The following prometions were made: =~
1 EM promoted to Masver Sgt.
- Ne EM promeoted to 1lst 3gt.
fal 3 BM promoted e Tech Sgba
10 EM prometed to Staff Sgbs
J EM prometed t0 Sgbe
5 EM presmeted Lo Gple
3 BM prometed to. T/3
20 BM prometed to T/4 .
k2 EM promeoted te T/5
5h EM prometed te PFC.
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5, One man was reduced to the grade of private.
3, Neo reelassifieation proeeedings were instigated.

"he Redeployument and Replacements. _ ’ - ‘
T 1. Redeployment was ~lowed down greatly for emlisted
men Que to the faet that there were not meny more left. On
11 June 1946, all fathers, who had not been previously redepleyed,

were ‘'seat te the port. There were 11 offieers and 127 enlisted

men transferred out during this peried. o ,

: 2. There were 20 effiecers and.164 enlisted men trans—
ferred inte the erganization as replacements, Of the enlisted
meén, 33 eame frem the de-aetivated 667 Engineer Tope Cos OF
the replaeements received, only the high ranking NcO's were in
any way gualified or suitable Ter assigmment to this type ol an
erganizations A majority of the Tre-enlistees should mevex have
been enlisted besause they did not meet the minimvm requirements
of mentality and stability. . - ’

" 73, Ome Master Sergeant re-emlisted im tho Regular
Army fer three yearss - '

i« Bafety ?r@g?am,_’The.gafeﬁy,pr@gram.ﬁﬁarﬁed in Mereh
was continued throughout this period. And Tor the second peried
in a row, there were no Serious aceidents in the battallens
Drivers Maintenance Manuals were issued teo all drivers on
28 June 1946. o '

II. SECTRITY.

i

a. Black Market Aetivity. B
"1. From cheeks on currency contrel books 1t was
evident that a majority of the enlisted men were dealing ian the
black market on a miner scale. No big time eperators were
diseovered. : o : } T
-~ 2, Twoe men, transferred in from the 667 Engineer
Tepe Brn. were awalting trial by General Courts Martial Ter
dealing in the black market in U8 and Allied curreney.

be Givilien Pelice. Germanhﬁivilian'?@lice were used
%o guard the homes of dependents in our Satellite comaunitys

¢y Counter Subversive System. A Counter Subversive
Sysvem was set up 4 May T0L6 as aireeted by higher headquarters
T% consisted of several operatives im ecach company and aa NCO
t0 repert to the S-2 any information picked up by eontaet with
German Nationals or DP's that might be detrimental to eur
Oceupation of Germanys - ,

ds Seeurity Raids. No seeurity raids were performed by
members of Ghis command during this period.

AN
]
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TII. -TROOP CPERATIONAL AGTIVITIES.

8o ﬁssig@gdiﬁiséiéﬁsx ‘ o :
» 1. Permission Lo operate a satellite community
was requested 1 April 1946 for the dependents of this and the

.gurroundisng ergenizatiens. Approval was received en oI absut

1 Jume 194L6. The first dependents arrived in the theater on
29 April, 1946. No additional persennel were regeived fer the
operation of this communitby. ' , ‘ S '

2, On'3 Jume 1946, this organization was given the
edditional duby of supplying Third Army headguarters with - 4
sufficient personnel and equipment for a-reproduction debachment.

=4

b, Bducatlonal Preogrames ‘The only education program
carried om oUher tham eur usual omn the job training was the
required I & B Scheelss Beginning 1 June 1946, one man was
sent eaeh week to the I&E Dixeussion Leaders Seheel. -

¢. Employment of Treops. S o

: 1. 1The only veemnlcal seetion produeing at all at the
beginning of this peried was the reproduction company. puring
the middle monbh of the peried four experienced Master Sergeants
were received se it was pesslible e revive the Photemapping and
Drafting seheels and stard a surveying scheel. By the end of
the peried the frults ef these sehools were being receilved as

preduetive werk was being bHurned @uﬁ_againuafter a lapse of

2, GCepies ef the Uperatliemn Reports em the Mappiag
sebivities of this organizabien, as submitbed te 0GB, USFEL, are
attaehed as Annexes VAT, ﬂBﬁg and 0" L . .

d, Orgenizatien and Training. s
_ 1., A4 HAJjority ©F bhe troops were empleyed iu the
normal administrative and heousekeeping tasks and the teehnieal
plateens were just limping aleng produeing ea & limited seale
due to the reduetien in agsigned persennel. :

2, A bagie @s well as a technieal tralming program
was adhered teo throughout the entlire peried. ThHe Dprogram was
sutlined to allew fer productien-and er the job training Ifrom
WMonday merning to Friday noen (36 hours). Friday alfternoon was
apent in review of bagic subjeets and tiwe hours ef erientatlon.
The basie sub jeets stressed mest were Interier Guard, Military
Gourtesy and Seheel of the Seldier whieh all new replasenenty
were defieient in. Saturday mernings were apent imn peliee and -
inspeetions., - ' - ‘ :

e. Redeployment Effeet. Technieally, the erganizatien .
was still im e sad chape due te redepleyment. At the end of the
peried the Battalion was reduced in Officer streungth to five
Officers which imcluded the Cemmanding Officer and Battalien
SUrgZeon, S o S

~ ;-
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- ¢, Movements and Missions Assigned. There were no
- ghanges in assigred missiens and no movenents were undertaken,

IV. SUPPLY AND LOGISTICS.

| a, Ammunition Steek, The Tremainder of the basiec lead of
ammunition, exeept Chemisal warfare service, was drawn and ‘
.stored in the battallen ammunition storage TroOOHs - \

b. Billeting. The task of requisitioning Pillets and, =
getting them furnished for the satellite eommunity was starieds
Fifteen houses werettaken ever imitially. | |

. e. Pood gnd Clething. . ' e : .
A 1. The variety amd quality of foeds furnished were
much better and even though the ration issue was eul there was
suffiecient for all, 'y ’ L
: . In lime with dressing up the eceupatiewm, additional
‘ items of clothing were authorized, drawa and issued. Shertages
g still exist in cheveons and patehes. There alse was no KhaKI
! elething avallables i . :

d. Gaselime, 0il and Lubricaats, Fuel and Ceals )
} : T. fven though gaselime was ratiened, there was

i always sufficiemt available te eperate the vehiecles and kitchen

i units, The petreléeum eensumed throughout the peried was 21,900
gallens of gaseline and 1,970 quarts of.0il, with the resuliing
‘average mileage per gallem for all vehiecles of 9.35 miles per

é gallen, . o o R ‘ '

| 2. The so0lid fuel consumed during the peried was

i 164 tens of coal and briquets.

| ‘ es Post Exchenge Aetivities. During the entire peried,

j the issue of commen 1tems of PX supplies was sufficient but due
te change of Depets and poor planning om the part of the BXE:L
people, this erganizatign went witheut speecial items for a two
month peried. A letter was sent 6 the theater PX officer,
explaining the situation ané a supplementary issue was drawn.

f, Procurcmenb Activibties., On 5 April 1946, all umit
purchasing and genitrasting auvhority was withdrawn. From that
time on supplies amnd equipment had %@ be purchased through the
speeial stall seectioms of Armys : ‘

g, Table of Orgauizabion and Equipment, Ne additvional
personnel were requested te man the Third Army -Detachment,
but a speecial 1ist of equipment was submitbed Lor appreval te
ecover the eguipment pieked up fer the Detachuents

b, Use of German Givilian Labor. Am alleeatien of 170
persons was received te cover the German help at this installatien.
There were no changes in polisy. .
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V. COMMUNICATION AND TRANSPORTATION.

% a, Critical Shertage of Vital Materials. The shertage

; of spare parts;f@r‘ﬁ@t@r-Vehi@les was so acuce that abeut one

| . tenth of the vehicles were dead lined at all times due to laek
of replacements parts. ' : :

VI. LAWGAND ORDER

~as Blaek Merket Aetivities. It was known that swall time
bla@k‘markeﬁ“@perati@mafwere‘g@ing on because most men had meore
money than on their eurremey combrol books but it was toe
diffieult te prove. - . :

bs - Court Martilel Cases. Only five men of this organization
. were tried by Military Geurts during this peried, Twe men were
tried by Speeial Ceurts and three by Summary Courts. No offenee -
was prevalent in a majority of cases. .

e. Diseiplime; Due to the receipt of young untrained and
irrespensibie replacements i% was neecessary be bake more
stringent measures te promete better appearance, diseipline
and military eourtesy. From 7 May 1946 all men were required
to stand reveille fermatien, have 1ights eut ian quarters by
tatteo and be in bed by bed eheek at 23:00 heurs.

d, Traffic Centrols One of the unlts in the area had
some surplus mem SO &nil itary Pelice Detachment was formed
to patrel the Bensheim Zwingenberg area te enforee the speed
and uniform regulations. Teowards the end of the peried tiae.
loeal seeurity troops theught the speéd limit too lew se they
came and removed the signs. o ’ .

VIT. MEDICAL AWFAIRS:

j  a, Dental Aetivities. The mobile dental @stachment
i remained with this ?rgamizatien‘until 3 June 1946, Duriag their

stay every mam received all dental trestmwent neeessary.

b. Preventative Medicime. R ‘ .
'~ TI. Tse gemeral health of the battalion was excellent
Durimg the peried nine men were hospitalized with the resulting .

less of 156 men days. S, .

' 2:  The battalien eperated its ewn dispensary with a
medical efficer in attendanee througheut the entire peried.
3, Sanitatien througheut the emire peried was

e¥ecellent, ‘ ‘ _
. ke The venereal disease rate for the menth of April
s was 121.7 cases per thousand per ananum, for May was 52.2 cases
per theusand per annum amd for Jume was 5Lk.7 ecases per thousand
per amnum. Twe pro statiems were eoperated. ’
/ ' _
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Cse Reﬁeni@zﬁgmt Effect. The last twe men of the
detaehment were redepleyed..  lMen were asked te velumteer fer

medieal work and three men were then trained by the battalien
- Surgeen to assist ‘in the operation of the dispensarys.

 VIII. ARMY WELFARE

&, Athletis and Athletie Faeilities. The sperts partiei=-
pated in Dy men of bhis battalion are as follews: ‘
: ' 1. Seft Balls A seft ball league was started en
10 April 1946, The league consisted of ten teams Trom erganiza—
tioms im this vielimlty and ipneluded & team from each of our
g three companies. Twe dlamends, ome in Benshelim ard emne in
? Zwingenbekg, were prepared and dedlcated as Roesevelt and
3 Truman Fields respeetively. < Bach team played at least twice
2 week umtil the league c¢lesed em 1 Jume 1946.  The 353%.
QM Co team led the league with oub GO npe third, H & S, fourth
and "B® Co. tied fer fifth plaee. . u

L 2. - All men wishing te try out for the hard ball
team reported about the first eof April and had rightly praeblicse
sessions until the Tirst game, played im the Tirst week in
June. From then en a game wWas seheduled with teams ef
Darmstadt twice weekly., There were not enough ball elubs to
form a league and all games were played in the Darustadt Yaunkes
Stadium. . ’ '

; 3.+ Swimmings The small Battalion swimming peel

: wag opened Tor busimess ean 3 April 1946. As our pool was too
small te aceomedate the entire battaliom, the Jugenhein
musieipal poel was requisitioned for three days a week for the
exelusive use of this organization. A gufficient men 4id

net paternize the Jugenheim poel it was returned a month later.
The battallen peel coemtinued to be very pepular.

' b. Enlisted Men and Offieers Clubs.

1. Boih enlisted men's elubs were in full eperatien
and Geing a great deal of business. A First Three traders Gludb
wes @pemed im Zwingemberg for all first three grades in the
battalien. AIl three clubs were managed by the speeial service
offiecer and eperated out ef the same fund. The clubs value was
greatly enhaneed by the ‘ample supply ef American Whiskey that
we were alleeated. R L o _

2, The Officer's Club (Odemwald)} popularity grew by
leaps and bounds with the .gequisition of a.mew vand.

e. Furleughs and Passes. Few furloughs were taken due
te the reguirements as set forth .by higher headquarters. pPasscs
were given te the men found mest deserving after the Saturday
morning inspeetiens.
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and these from 12 te 18 years.
week until the end of the‘peri@q.

d in twe groups,

4, Germen Youth Pregram. About the middle of Hay it
was undertaken Lo interest sae lesal youths 1im
Several enlisted men in Zwingenberg and Aue
youth tegether, through the Burgermelster,
them. The youths were divide

American sporis.

rbach get the German -
and had elasses fer
these umder 12

Beth greups practieced twice a

very_g@@dg

merale of bthese young emnlislted v
very small pereentage of them ever saw go
beer in bhe army less than nilne months . Everythiag pessible
. is ' deme ‘Ter their reereabienal and seeial bemeflt amd yeb
they are mever satisfied. The merale of the elder .beys is.

gs Hetion Pieture Aeti

vitiess

servieess

net altered sinee the last reperts

1. Eutertaimment Aetivities.

oty

FOR THE COMMANDING OFFICER: |

Batt

ef this area, seeing the need of a Jer
Cress Club ¢lesed, get together and decided to open a Serviee
¢lub in Bemsheim, The preperty was requisitiened, the gervices
of am Army hostess was aequired and the c¢lub renevated and put
inte shape.. The Club epemed 10 May 1946 and effered dances
mevies, games, a library, ete.
patronized that it was fereed to.

. W
i

alien

The plan was well reeeived,

- e Inspeetions and Emvestigati@ns.: There were ne command -
investigations er imspeetions of this command during this peried.

f. Merale ef Tr@wgﬁ,“ It is very had to determine the
men whe are ealled soldiers. A
mbat and most have

These aetivities have

"k, Religieus Aetivities. The enly change in serviees
is that Jewish servieces are ne lenger available in the area.
On Jewish h@li&&yg the men are taken e Frankfurt fer the

'The"@rgamizgﬁi@ﬁ§@®mmamﬁers
riee Club, when The Red

The elub was se peoerly :
elese 15 Junme 19L6.

Historian.
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‘SUBRJECT:

TO:

A
HEADQUARIERS
655th ENGINEER TOPOGRAPHIC BATTALION
APO 175 . s US ARMY =~
3 May 1946

Report of Eapping éet1v1ties.
Chief; Intelllgence I)ivision, @CE 5 HSFE’I’.

1. Submitted he;emth is the report of Mapping

A.ctigi‘bies for the period engmg 30 April l9h6.

a&e¢ Geperal’

44} Visits of Senior Officers: None.

{2} Changé in Officer Personnel: '
Capt. Weyne W, Walters DS in ZI to 4y
Lt. Hugh R gclark trfd to Sep c No 42,

Cemp Beale, Calif,

Lt, Gerald F, Schulte asgd to Det "A" fr Co B
Lt Harry De Baumann dy to TDPY in ZI

»;{3.} Organizatien of Unit: ‘
HABE RANK T/0 POSITION - ABH
UIWEE'"’ER‘I’E, JOHN B. Lt., Gol, Bn. Gommander 023499
ANDERSON, WILLIAM M. Capte ‘Med. Off. _O&p66338
WALTERS » WAYHE We . - Capbe Executive Off, 01101263
MOORE, THOMAS G4 ist Lve ©0 H& Co 01114664
BAUMANN, HARRY D. 1st Lt. -(TDY in ZI) 01114360
SPACEK, TRARK Js . ist Lts €O CO B 0531968
GANAS y ceﬂs*mmm N 1st Lt. GO Co & 01594853
GODBOLD ; ; MELVIN H ist Lt., Photo OffT : 01058255
HEIHZEBLIX{G JOHN B. 11l 1st Lt. Sp Serv .0ff (TDY 1:1 ZI)Q?.QQGE)@A;
GARICK, ARTHUR J. 1st Lt. Bn Sel 01062499
JOHNSON, KERMIT Q. lst Ity Ba 9-1 . 0546131
BAYS, GROVER Ha 1lst Lt. Repro Off 0549071
, YGUNG, THOMAS J4 Znd Lt. Photo Off 01334800
SCHULTE, GERALD F. - 2nd Lte CQ Det "A™ 01335845
YOUNG, THURMAN €« - 2nd Lt, Sur Off Q1337116
MeWILLIAMS, BAYARD T. 2nd Lt. Motor Off 01118436
- WOLVERTON, ARB’I@LD 7. cwo Photc off . (I.eave t0 UK)WZIZGL@ZA

/188

(4} Enlisted Men ntreng’sh. :
. Pending.

{5} Personnel Requirements:
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) . be Mapping. ,
= (l) Eew Mapplng ané,Ravisions.
' " (a) Project: Berlim Town Flan '1:20,000,
1. GSheet #3 is complete and ready for.
‘ final edits«
2. Sheet #h4 is 60% eemplete.
3. - See enclosure #1 for status of
~ individual sheets.
{pv} ?rOJeet’ GSGs hh92 Bavaria 1:50,000.
1. This project. is boged and is being
_held for additional revision materlal,
”(e) Proje@t~ Frankfurt Town Plan.
1. “This project was completed and de-
livered 2 April 1946. -
z(d) Project: GSGS 4507 Germany 1:50,000.
1,.-8ee enclosure #2 for status of indi-
i " yidual sheets.
i {e) Project: GSGS Lkhlhk, Germany 1:25,000.
i 1. This project has been boxed and 1is
] " being held pending completion of the
’ Technical Training FPrograi
(f) Project: Computations for AFN.
1, This project was completed and de-
livered 1 April 1946,
(g)‘ﬁlﬁﬁellaneous. '
1, 1400 man hours were spent on the
‘ : - Technical 1raanlng Programv
{2) Reproduction.
-~ {a) Number of 1mpresaloas¢ -
‘Standard Maps aéaféeﬁ -

‘ "Special Maps a@n@
1 : » Miscellaneous ;
" ' Total ‘impressions
? e, Aerial Photograpny‘ No Oomm@nb.
d. Control = -
(1) No horizontal and vernlcal conbrol proaeeﬁ
was asgigned this Bgtbalion during the
. month of Aprils
e. Supplies: Tha fellowing items are urgently
. needed: -
(1} Light bulbs = 220 volts, 5@ and 100 watis.
(2) Thinner, laequer.
3] ns“mgunted double-, Whatman hot pressed,
, cheets 18" x 24",
‘ opes, line weight.
£, Mﬁp dis rlbutian~ Ko comment .

:ﬁbx the Commanding Officer:

o , RAHK J. SPACEK, IR.
2 incls. ’ 1 Lbey CE - u
‘ =2 ﬁ'___Operanlens officer APPENDIX "AW
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. HEADQUARTERS
655th ENGINEER TOPOGRAPHIC BATTALION |

¥ | o » APO 175 . US ARMY

SUBJECT: Report of operations frem 1 July 1946 bo
. B0 september 1946, . . .
- ;hrﬁugb.?hiré_ﬂg~grmy.,-1 ~

=4

men Were‘beiag”assigﬁed3iafinéreasing7ﬁumbers;:

i 1. orgémizati@m{s gfficial Historye
IR , 2. Teehnical Operation Report. :
; : 3. Battali@ﬁ‘speaial=gréars-

- R | . CONTENTS

1. Administration snd Personnel.

J S seeurity.e . - v : o
" Be Treoop Oceupational Aetivities.

4,  Supply-and Logistics. '
T 5. Communicabtion and Transportation.
T 8. Law and grder. =

o - 7. HBdleal Affsirs.
" Bes prmy Welfaree

TO“;A‘ ' G@mm&iding éénefé1, ﬂSﬁF@f@és; Eur@peaﬁ Ehea?er;
AP0 TBT *a%taﬁti@ﬁ:_G-5fﬁi§t@ri@al sub-ggetl@ﬁ;‘

! o : %hé musﬁfﬁéeded‘shét in théfar&.Was received with the
o arrival of officer replacements. @hﬁeefyear'reguéa:‘army
badg.

enabling production to be raised. A Satellite community
was assigned teo the organization bto'add o the headsehes.
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I. ADMIEISTBAmIQF AEB PERSONEEL

- B, Awards and Desoratlons. -
® 1., Haster Sergeant Murray Blau was awarded the
- Commendation medal by Majer General Moore, Theater Chief
'~ Engineer, for the excellemt work he did in estgblishing and
operating ﬁhe Theater ﬁap Beproﬁuetlan ?lant. '

Zﬁ' Three men;were awarded the G@ed G@ndnct ﬁeéalg

D Currency Control.

: . TI. One unasnnounced cneck of alx cumrengy c@ﬁtral
books was made to. adjust the balance of cash available. Tt
was suprising te note that 957 of the emlisted men had thﬁ
exact smount of ecash that thelr books showed.

: " 2. Currency Centr@l ended 15 September when all

»,Allled Marks wers turned 1n for e@nver31@n to Mllitary
Payment Certlflcates. : 4 :

} c. .Leaves, Furl@ughs and Passes. :
; . TI. TDue to emall leave quotes and more sﬁrlngent
i : reqnirements before 2 men could go on leave, few leaves and
* furloughs were baken. Twenty-slx enlisted men and one.
officer availed thHemselves of the privilege..

2. off duty hour and three day passes were freely
given te deserving men to vxslt friends and the surroun&ing '
places of 1nterest : :

. 'd. Morale of Troeps. Therm@ralev@f the treeps was
| definktely on the up grade. The Treasons wWere the rapid
redepleyment of selectees and most replacements were regular
ATTY mMON. - : .

| o ‘e. ?estal gctlvities. The efficzent postal serv1ce'
- continued throughout The peri@d with several lapses due %@
o ‘athplng and bad weather. . :

P jft P“om@tlons, Dem@ulgns and RealaSSlflcatlsns. .
v , L Prommfions Were greatly reduced, as oach man
o had bo. pass rigld requirements ‘both technlcal and.milltary
w . be¢@re ‘he was eligible. ‘
i 1 EM promeoted to gtaff ﬁgt
: - 1 EM promoted te . S
; : 7 BH Premoté&,te.T§4 ’
T ' é_EM prem9tedft®'op1.-
.. 37 EM premeteéd to T/5
= .70 BM prwm@ted'%@“Pfeo

N@ offlcers were pr@mmted.

2+ The follewing reductions were madet
1 T/4 reduced %o Pvhe

1 ¢pl. reduced to Pvhe -

10‘?fc’s. reduced to Pvi,

-1 -
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| , 3. Twe enlisted men went befors geetion VITII
; ' boards and weTe sent to the %I for discharge.
| _ il g <

g. Redeploe

ment and. Replacements.

. . Redeployment centinue wneabated, with men
leaving months before thelr time was up aceording to previous
forecasts. Qeventy-four enlisted men and seven offiecers werse
tpansferred out leaving the battalion with only five effiecers
present for duty for over a month. o :

2. The Beplacemeatjshanﬁsls'Were'kinder to us for
once, for the officers and HCO replacements were well qualified
to fulfill their positions. Over half of the enlisted men

replacements were bthree yesr regular army men. Seventy
enlisted men, five officers and two chief warrant officers

were transferred in,. : o ,

' » 5. One men oxtended his enlistment to three years.

=

. hyksefety Program., The safety program'@@ntinued”but
was sbriously hampered by the less of the area Military .
police. It was enforced that all drivers slow down in
small btewas and bullt up areas. B S

3 1, Satellite Communitys Evem though the request to

- establish a‘Satellite‘in‘ﬁhﬁ“gzﬁﬁngeaberg—&uerbaah area was
submitted imn April, it was approved in Junc. Ko additional
persennel were recelved or aubthorized, so the dutles fell en
the already overworked steff of the Battalien. The mother
commmity did semd inventory teamste requisition the houses
cheosen by us. At the end of the perioed, there were eleven -
families residing in our satellite. '

- _ . II. SECURITY.
. Blaek Merket Aeblvitlies. -~ :
1. Through ihe Dreserived c¢heck of the curremey
econtrol books, it was evident thatb about 95% of the men were
speeulating in the Blaek Warket on a miner scale as wmost had
the exapt smount of eash as in thelir beoks. Ib was found
neceggary to take off the eontrol book all purehases inm the
pY and énlisted men clubs in order te make this speeulatlng
te no avail. . '
, 2, The two men who were caught speculating in
. Poreion ecurreney were tried, feund guilty, and sentenced
tc lomg prison terms., The result of thelr trisl wag read
to 211 men and posted on the bulletin boards as & Warning .

b. civilisn Police. Gervman Civilian Peliece were
continued Eo be used to guard dependent homes and the poats
at our~installatlons which did net requirs military personnsl.
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. ee ‘séaurity“ﬂaias;.‘@mly @ﬁesfaid waé~péfférméd by
members of This commend. This on the dwelling place of a

former empleyee and ejuipment was pecovered whieh had bsen
taken frem ene of eur homes, : B SR

- III. TROOP OPERATIONAL ACTIVITIES

_ igned yissions, , The assigned missions were not
~ changed but keeping the .reeﬁgaﬁelliﬁe'misSi@ES‘(CasgyfaaaeSa _
Projeet, Third Army Det. and Theaber Map Repreduectiem Plamb)
up te strength with traiﬁedvrepla@ements was rapidly beeoming

an impessibility. S o e S

bs Eduecabtion Program. S S
¥ ~—fen wore still sent te the I & E Discussiong
feaders gechool to Insure ﬁpat there were trained men in eaeh .
company.capabls of ecendueting the seheols, T
=TT 2, on B August 1946, the first Cemmand gehool
was held for efficers and NCO's. -From then on the seheols
we?eihgld‘eaéh'ﬁaﬁﬁay,jTuasday; Thursday sad Friday frem '
1600 %o 1700. The first series of leebures eovered company
administration as it was felt ‘that it needed reviewing
Pipst,. . Tas oLt MR AR TR i :
. Be A weekly lecture en venereal disease was alse
preseribed for all enlisted men due te the sudden rise in
the battalien VD rate. R : o

ce FEmployment of Treeps. - R
‘ L1e BOTI oTomapping and Reproduction were in
preductien througheut the peried. “The plant was net running
‘at full capacity due to laek of persopmnel bub 81l requirsed
work was being turned out. There were ho assigned prejects
for the survey plateon so they econtinued en with thelr training.
' 2, . Coples .of the Operation Reports en the Mapping

§ sctivities of thls organization ss submltted to OCE, USFET,

| are atbached as Amnexes UAW ApH-and WO, T

| 4. Technieal Tnspéctions. Mejor Breoks of theOperations

; Sectlion OCE, USFET imspected.thiS”battalian:@n‘tha‘}5 fogust

-1946., He seemed very pleased with the operations of the
organizatien, Neo offieial corment has besnr received gs a
result ef his visibe ' I 2 7

e. Organizablen and Tralnimgs - :

TI. Over helf of the men Were 5511l employed in
normal administrative and housekeeping tasks bub the bteehnieal
platoong had upped their preduction figures, even though the
number. of persennel was deereasing, : .

_ 92, On 9 July 1946, in complisnce with an Army
Directive, the training sehedule was ocut te 40 hours per week.
Tthe entire eight hour days of Menday, Tuesday, fhyrsday and
Friday were spent on on the Job productive training. Wednesday
morning was spent in basie military subjects. ‘Wedne sdey

- -
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afterneons were to be used by the men for care and eleaning
! of their equipment and pelieing of themselves. The entlre
j gaturday morming was reserved for inspections in renks and
N quarters. E L o ‘
t : . . B
P £, Redeployment Effect. ‘Technieslly , the erganization
% . was still In =& sad shaps. By the time the men had finished

- the technieal scheoel, they would be redeployed. The present

i for duty strength was about halfl thet authorized by the

T/0 & Ee ‘ o -

, TV, SUPPLY AND LOGISTICS.
- Aﬁﬁmnitien”gt@ek'aﬁd'Bisp@sal, T

C ~ The basic lgad ol ammun tiom -for the battallon
! was stored and Joeksd but still avallable in case of troubles
g | "“2, A1l captured smmunition that was found, stored
| in the supply reems with the eaptured arms, was destroyed.
; b.  pilleting. Finding sultable quarters fer all.
| depanaent-fﬁﬁilies was becowing ever mere difficults The
! , 1ist of Nazi members was decreasing snd the people whoso
@ houses smd furniture could not be taken was inereasing., Alse
; the eivilisn populatien was being fupther overcrowded by the
; deportees from the oceupled countries and Austria. |
c. Tood and Clethimg., | ‘
; T Fas To the world wide food shortsge the ration
i scale of the army.Was'ré@ueed;”but all men eontinued te recelve
i .sufficients The Begluning of the fresh milk issue was well
] appreciated by the men. U T, h '
: 2, ‘Bven though approved for off duty wear, ¥haki
i ¢lothing was still umavailable. No acube shortages existed
| in other items ef clething. = -

Qe gasoline, 0il and Lubricants; Fuel and Coal.
: . TS Gdsoline ratiening Wwas Ing Ielt as the
; Battalion made long hauls for supplies and trueks fo the
Cammnﬁityzused»up,quite'a;biﬁ:' The petroleum consumed
throughout the peried was 29,900 gallons of gasoline and
1760 ‘quarss ef oil with the resulting average mileage per
.gallon fer all vehicles of 10.37 miles..

- 2, The solid fuel consumed during this period
was 67 tens of coke and ecal. ‘ '

~ e. Post Exchan e Activitises. TFer the f4rst two months
of the period & SoPTalion sgaln was shorted on the f{asue of
speeial items. The patbtalien drew on its entire strength
from the TFrenkfurt depet. For these two months the erganize-
tien received enly three cameras, ne wabehes, radies or other
expensive ltems.. This matter was brought £o the atbentlon

of the Third Army Exehange Offleer and he obbgined an
additional bresk deown of more desireable items for us,

The issue of commen lTems was plentifule -

- 4‘ -
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fo Table eof Qrgaﬁizati@ﬁ_aﬂdfﬁluipmsnt, A tenbative
modified TIst of equlpment was su mlooed e cover the excess
squipment held by the batbalien, Third Arm Detachmont and
the base Plant in Frenkfurt. The enly one that was reburned
spproved by the end of the period was the one for the '
Battalion Plant. ‘ v

g. ‘Use of German civilien ILabor. The battalien
effeoted & Teduection im the numper of Germsan civilisens
hirped, There was rapid turnover in this personnel due to-
various reasons. -

V. COMMUNICATION AND TRANSPORTATION

a, Critical shortage eof yital Materials. The Vehleular
spare parT shortage eontioues Lo e very seutee In fact at
times as high as 30% of -the assigned vehicles are dead limed

due to the lack of this vibtal ﬂecgssity;

' VI, TAW AND ORBER

a. Court Martial Cases., In the Battallon only 16 men
were tried by MiliGary Courts. Pvi. Blans was tried by a
Third Avmy Gemsral Court Lfor rape and sodemy., ~The approved
sentenee was nob published by the emd of the peried, FEight
men were tpled by a Speelal Court and Seven by & Summary
court.0fficer. The most prevalent offense was curfew
vioclation.

b. Diseipline. The emphasls placed en diseipline,
conduct snd eppearance was paying offls The VD rabe began teo
f£all off and it was so noticeable the Offieer from the
Inspecter general'!'s 0ffice made very faverable comments
abeut the men. - ‘ ,

. Traffic Control. Even though our local MP detashmont.
wes withdpawn, there was llvtle traffie vielatloms pefinite
speed limits and speed traps were largely respenalble.

. VII. MEDICAL AFFAIRS.

“a.. Dental Aetivities. Due to the rapil tura over in
personne Was lound neeessary to raquest the services el
'an@ﬁher“ﬁeﬂﬁal'Detachﬂﬁﬁte--Ths’Dental afficer and van were
assigned te the battalien on 15 September 1946 and began To

~ work irmediately.

b. Proventative Medlelns. ' ' ;
~I. The general Thealth of the battalion was ;
exesllent, During the peried 39 men were hespitallzed with
the resultinmg loss of 473 man days. ‘ ; v
5. 7The Battallon operated.its own dispensary with
a mediecal officer in sttendanee threughout the peried., The

-5 -
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Battalion Surge@n,‘Gapﬁ.sgmdersmﬁ,.Wh@tﬁmﬁ overseas with the
orgenlizsbicn was redepleyed 23 August 1946 and was replaced
by Lb. Hughes. :

' 3. .Sanitatien throughout the entire peried was
exeellent. I ' :

, . .- . 4., The venereal disecase pate for the menth of July
was 154.8 eases per theousand per annum, (two of the three
eazaes were acquired by contacts before being assigned bte the
pattalion), the rate for August was 108.2 cases per theusand
per snmnum and the rate for September was 267,0 ceases per
thousand per annum.. The Sepbember rate was largsly. due %o
two diseased men who sequired beth genmerrhea and syphilis ab
the same time froem pme comnbtact. Due to -the sharp rise ia
‘rate a vigerous sati VD eampaign was started. ' -

T g, A1l german civilisn employees whe werked as
i maids or handled feod were given 2 complete physieal, including
%-Rays. They all were glven jwrmnization shobs.

e Replagememts; ‘Tﬁb sxecellent 2id men were assigned.
to the MedTleal Decaenment and with an additienal transfer,
brought the Medieal detachment be. enme under strength.

| YIII. ARMY WELFARE

“‘a;  Atﬁleties”gﬁa Athlebic Faeilities. The sports

| partieipated In by mem of ThTs battalion are &8s follews:
; T Tle ' The base ball team fleurished until the middle
L ' of Auguste Although moet im a.league bhey played change

games with several ball elubs of parmstadt btwiece weeklY.

N ‘2, The Battalion swimming peel was still the

: favoribte place of recreatlon for soms men mtil we were

| foreed bo clese the peel 1 geptembéer .1946 due te cold weather.

| ‘ 3. HBach company was given permissien to organirze

: foob ball teams and suffieient equipment was reeeived in

i September ensbling the teams té hold their first serimmage -
: befere the clese of the period. : ’ . :

bse DBarber Shops. Due to the restriections on the spending
od script™ It was mecessary te establish twe battalion barber
shopss The shops were open from 12:00 to 21:00 each day but
Sunday and all services were froe.

_ Cae Emli&teﬁzﬁem.amﬁJoffieericlﬁbs.'
. . e ALL vhirce enlisve “Henis olubs eentinmed to
eperate abt full speeds The fules were btightened %to make the
clubs a libttle moere desirable and 1t was found necessary to
place~veluntary MPs en duty %e eject any ome getting too
noelsy eor uaruly., The liquer prices were redueed te keep
from building up btoe large a profits i

” o, The Officers’ Glub (Odenwald) still remalned
a popular retrsat. Tts charm grew with the advent of Ameriscan
female dependents, R ’ ‘
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d. Furloughts and -Passes. :
' " Ts Due be sellg: TTty pastrictions placed oen.
s murloughs by the Theabter, few men toek them during the
i . peried but all men who had béen in the theater six months
; : snd wanted Ho go were given furleughs. A queta was received
on 21 September 1946 fer all pessible places of interest and
some of the quota had teo be dee¢lined for there were not
enough men -available te fill 1%t. ' ’
2, passes were freely givem durlng eoff A duby hours
and spomsored trips were tbtaken %o the surrounding sights
of interest, places ef emjoyment as well as sports contestse.

e, Inspections and Investlgablons.

‘ , . I, & Third Army Adminliscravive Inspectlon Team

| headed by Lt. Col. Brownlew, lmspected the Battgllien on

@ 92 July 1948, The Battallon recelved an eoverall rabing

~of gatisfaetory and all deflclemcles as nebed were sorrected
immediately. ' o : . '

2.The Battalien received 1ts annual Iaspector

@enersl Depertment inspectien from 12 Lo 14 August 1946.

The inspection was conducted by Lb. Cols Berm and Capts Glark eof
thé Thipd Army IC Section., The eoverall Babtallen rabting

was Execellemt. .. = . '

o 3.  (apte. Panl Bayergeon of the HMilitary Divisien,
0CE, USFET, conducted s Command inspectlon amnd seemsd o

) .

§ be well pleased.

i f.  Morale of Troops. It was felt That the morale of ihe
troops was SLeadily rising. The bad influences were being ‘
sliminated by Seetion VITI and (ourts Martial, Selective service
men were being redepleyed rapidly and all was being done for

the welfare of the men, as follows: S

B 1. A tailor shop was opened on 1 July 1946, to

i give free service to all men.
? ) 2, An ice cream bar was opened In July, whieh

\ : served mdbed milks, sodas, sundaes, ete.

g. Religlous férvices. :
. . YT Cathollc zervices wore avallable te the men
in Bensheim snd Darmstadf with franspertation available to the
services in Benshelm. R . '
. ‘5, Werve succsssPul in having s Protestant Chaplin come
and hold seorvices in ths Battalion Area each Sunday.
' N Z. The nearvest Jewish services were held in
- Heidelberg and Frankfurt.

P

FOR THE COMMANDING OFFICER:.

HWALTERS

> .
b N o ~7~
i .
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. HEADQUARTERS o
655th ENGINEER TOPOGRAPHIC BATTALION I

ARQAT5 ‘ . US. ARMY

N o - SH-3X029
; ‘ : | S - 18 December 1946

 SUBFEGT: Report of operations from 1 Ostober 1946 to' 30
- Hovember 1946. . )
O, Cénnanding”Géﬁeral; US Forees, Buropean Theater, -
APO 757, Attention: G-3 Historical Sub-Section;
- through Third US Army. o S

 FOREWORD

Phis report covers the perioed prior to the inactivation
of this unit, a peried which was filled with speculation
concerning the eventual disposition of personnel and the bype
of a topographic unit which might be retained in the theater.

i. oOrganization's Offieial History.
2. Technieal Operation Report.
3. Battalion Special Orders.
CONTENTS |
1. Administration and Personnel.
2.  8ecurity. = T
3. Troop pecupational Activities.
4. Supply &nd logistics. =~ = =
5, Communication and Transportation.
; : 6., law and Order. ‘
i - 7. ‘Medical Affairs.
i ' 8, . Army Welfare.
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1. AﬁﬁIﬁISTRATIGE”éﬁE PERSONNEL

a. Awards and Decorations. : -
. =Y. To awards or decorations were given during the
period of this report. - ' L ' -

b. ILeaves, Furloughs and Passes.

1. Due to small leave guotas, the remoteness of
lesve centers from this installation, the constant redeployment
of personnel to the ZI, few leaves and furloughs were taken.
Phree officers and 7 enlisted men availed themselves of leave
privileges. . ' - o S |

o 2. A limited-number of special privilege ‘passes ‘were
mede available to deservimg personnel starting 3 Oct. Increases
in the number of special privilege passes came &as a reward for
good troop deportment. . Lo

| c. Morale of troops. Troop morale remained on a desirable
level though a certain lowering was evident commensurate with

romors concerning inactivation of the unit,

4. Postal activities. An efficlent postal service was
maintained throughout the period desplte certaln adverse
conditions within the United States atffecting transporiation.

e, Promotions, Demotions and Reclassificabions. »
©~ TI1, 'The number of promotlons was lsssened, the ?
mejority being given to regular ardy personnel and with an -
emphasis placed on the military and fechnical knowledge OT
personnel before consideration. -
‘ 1 mpromoted to T/3
1 EM promoted to Sgb
3 EM promoted to Cpl.
11 = promoted to T/L
28 EM promoted to T/5 . -
- 38 EM promoted to Pfe. -

1 EM was commissioned from enlisted statue to lst L.
1 EM wes commissioned from enlisted status to Captain.
2 EM were commissioned from enlisted status upon :
cotivletion of Company Grade O0fficerd course at the
Seekenheim Sehool Cénﬁéf and reassigned to this unit.
1 officer was promoted First Lieutenant.
1 Officer was promoted to Ceptain

-1 -
- \
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2. The follow1ng reﬂuctlans Were m&de'
4 T/5s reduced to Pvt.
8 Pfe's reduced to Pvt.

3. Seven enllsted men were reviewed by a bﬁﬁrd of
offlcers, four of the sev&n were recommended for discharge.

f. Redeployment and Reg;acemmnts.
~ ~ 1, Redeployment oI non-regular army ‘men con%;nued
up to the date of the inactivation of the unit; the effect of
redeployment was keenly felt throughout all seetlons, all
concerned, though, welclmed the release of what mlght be - ﬁermed S
"uran31ents“

2.- Few enlisted replacements wer@ recelved buB L
M extended their enlistments to three years while two
reenlisted for one and two year periods r@SPECtLV@ly. Pwo
officers changed cat@&ories to Gategory VII. ' '

3. The Battalion Commander was relieved from
assignment on the 26 November and assigned to the 1681st Bagr
Survey Liaison Team, Hq Comd, USFEP; command of the battalien
was assumeéd by the Battalxan exaeuﬁ:ve efflcer, ﬂaptaln ¥ayne

¥ Walters.

~ ‘ Satelllte Gomﬁunlty.- The burd@n of the Satellite
Gammunlty undexr tHis udit has been great due to ncn—eooperatlon
of units in the ares to furnish men and vehicles. This unit
has operated: the community practlely.lone—handed Dependent
families of this unit were about 50% of the community.

hﬁ;II SEGURITY

a. Black‘warket AthVltleS. g
' L., Ko evidence of "black marke * agtivity was, shown

“during this perlod. “The “issuance of ‘serip money sounded the

death Knell to even tne bartering of small ztams.

b GlVlllan P@lice. mhe use of German GlVlliaB Eolicg

| continued supplementing military guards. ab dapendenﬁ homes

and at unlts of this 1nstallatlon.1¢aa;

¢. Seourl Ralds., The neceSSLty fer perfenming any
raids upon ¢ivil an dwellings did not present itself during

- this period. TUndesirasble civilian employees ‘hed been weeded

eut amd dzseharged frem emyleyment 1n previous pericds..

d. The campletlon of a f@nce araund the area gr@atly
facilitated the safeguarding of property. All personnsl,
civilian and mllltary,_wer@ @bllg@é t@ wass throagh one entrance.

-2 -
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III. TROOP OPERATIONAL ACTIVITIES

Assigned Missions. The battalion's mission of
supnlylng personnel for the “G&sey Jones Project®, Detachment
wA®" and the Third Army reproductien datachment eontinued to
present a draln on thls unit.

‘Do Educatlen FProgram.

I,  Suificient traimed: personnel were present within
the unit %0 -conduct. the’ I & E program thereby elimlnating the
necessity of sandlng men to the I & E Discussion Leaders® Sehool.

2,  One-officer and three enlisted men’ ‘attended an
apprex1maﬁely ‘four day orientatien course on German Ybuth
Activities c@nducted at Assmapnsheusen, GeIrmallys.

"3, “The ‘Command School fer officers and NOO's Wms

'conslﬁued, the g aission and mebhods for performing ths: mission

of 1ndiv1dua1 companies @f tﬁls batball®n‘W@r@ @nllghﬁenlng
subjects for discussiom.

h. Weskly leabur@s QE Vﬁ hy the Battalion ﬁ@dluﬁl
officer were- coordinated with a venereal disease eontrol ..
program in- epﬁrati@n amongst ‘the: companies. The sucegess of
venereal @igease eentrel tralnlng was -evident in the l@mer@& .
rate of 1nf@et1@‘““ ; ‘

c. pl!zmant of Troeps.

“1s The amount of work aeeamplisheﬁ throughaut th@
reriod was. greatly~leSSen@é by the lseck of trained personnel.
Inconming. tr@ep iwho had completed t@pogra§h1c and raproﬁuctlon
training at the Engineer 8ehool, Ft. Belvoir, were not ‘
1mmeéiately'able 30 offset the effects of redeployment. The
survey platoon continu@d in 1ts te@hﬁieal tralnlng heving had’
no assigned. projeet.

2. Qopies of the 5peratlons Reports on the ﬁapplng
activities of this organization as submztﬁe& to GGE E@?E@,
are attachea as Annexes ”ﬁﬁ an& ”B”

d. Grganizatlon and Tralnlng.;wf. o s
: 1.  Administrative and housekeeping duties absorbe&

the time of the majority of troops though a definite effort

was made to hold such ametivities to a2 minimam and to give on
the job technical training to as many‘man as 90551ble. A more
efficient funetionlng of the unit was possible since mearly

- all companies were. staffed with a full complement of officers.

2. 0n the job productive training consumed four 8
hour days Per week; Wednesday mornlngs were spent ia baslic
rilitary subjects while Saturday mornings were devotved to
inspections of troeps and troop bzll&%s.

-3
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1T , e. Redeployment Effect. Red@ployment;cutfits marks in
g s all sections of the unit; the anxiety of those men awaiting
é return to the Ehi@@deta$@S'e@ntribﬂﬁed to a lowering of merale

and efficieney amongst remaining régular army men. " The rapid
‘turn-over of enlisted personnel has finally shown itself to-
have been responsible for large amounts of loss, damage and
destruction of government property.

| IV. SUPPLY AND L0GISTICS.

| . a. Ammunition Stock and Disposal. . §

| , ~T., Basic amounts of ammunition remained stored and
iceked in & convenient afd centrally loeated store-room foT
immediate issue to troops in the vent of trouble.

2, Periedic inspections of unit installations for
captured ammunition and Iire arms were conducted; RO violations
of existing regulations governing captured ammunition and
fire arms were uncovered. R '

b.  Billeting. Redeployment left no instances of over-
crowding oFf billets. In some cases heating and sanitary
facilities were slightly {nadequate but due mostly to the lack
of materials;f_QnFthe'whole billets were, and always have been,
the best available. : | : '

¢. TFood and Clothing. .. ‘ o
1. Gome items of food wers obtainable in limited .
quantities, partiecularly fresh meat and vegebtables; several
{ssues of fresh milk were greatly appreciated by the men. The
mess personnel were consciemtious in preparing and serving
food in the best manner. , ' ' ‘

’ ‘2., The majority of items of elothing were available
in sufficient guantities. Some off-shade guter germents
eontinued t6 be issued from depots in lieu-of "Shade 33"
garments. An initisl issue of low quarter ‘shoes for almost
‘all personnel was received during the peried with a resulbtant
boost,invtrcgp,m@rale; o S _

4. gasoline, ¢il and Lubricants; Fuel and Goal,

1. Sufficient supplies of gasoline and Iubricants
were obtainable“tnreﬁghout,théfperiod;ﬁ The supply of Diesel
pil for gemerators in our electriecal plant was difficult to
obbain and necessitated a slow down in technical work. o ‘
~ e 2, Fuel.(coal) was sbtill being allotted on ithe basis
of 8 pounds per men per day, @ guantity bthat was insufficient
for our needs.in heatlng woTk areas of the unibe. :

.
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€o - Bos’c Exohange ént1v1t1&s. A better jssue of all 1tem
was given t0 our unit ?X's after complaints were made to the
issueing depot on th@ shertage of more d351rable girts and
= necessities, o \ y

. f. Use of Garman clv1llan Labor. German 01v111an laber
conbinued %o be used; some for t@chnlcal Wark, but mostly for
kitchen help and fatlgue work in the unit's aresa. :

V GS&%ENIGATIGE ﬁED TR&%SEGRT&TIGE

8. Crltloal Shortage of vltal ﬁaterlals. Sparé pérﬁs were
aot. fcrthcomlng and as .a consedquence, a great percentage of
vehicles were: deadllne&, some lackzng only -minor parts.

|

"’,yvi.’* LAW_AND (}RDBR

en were trisd by Mllltary
Sl by a. Summary Court Giflcer.

- GOurt Earﬁlal Gases. Nins
courts, two by'Special GourE}and ‘se)

b. Elsclpllne.» Concerted efforts were made by 211 unit
commanders- to 1mprove troop- dlsclpllne, these sefforts showed
considerable results until about the middlé of Eovambar when.
rampant deactlvaﬁion TUmoTsS - wnderni all: prev;ous efzorts.

MEDIGAL. A”“'}? ATRS

8o Dental Act1v1tiﬁs. Ths &crv;ces cf the dental officer
assigned to the unit were appreciated~ by all personnel, The
majority of men were in need of prompt dental atbention which
was completed on- the 5th.Hov 1946.when the ‘moblle d@ntal
detachment was transferred to- ancther unlt.

b. ?reventat1V@ Eadlcln@. ,*“ o ERE
e.genera ealth of- tne Battallon durlng tnls
period was: eXCéll@nt. 38 men were nosplt&llzed with ﬁne
resultant loss-of- 521 man daysS. . .- ‘
- R The -Battalion @perat@d its own dlsp@nsary Wlth
Lo a medlcal officer . in attendance: tﬂr@ugﬁout ‘the period. The
% Battalion ﬁedlcal Officer, Lt. Thﬁmas da Eugn@s was promoted
i to captain on 23 Hov 1946.
3 3. The vanar@al dﬁyaase rat@ for the month ef getober
was 270.8 cases per 1000 per annum the rate for FOvemb@; W&S
253 cases per 1000: per apnum.
| 4. Periodic medical examlnatlons were made @f‘all
. 1 German GlVlllan employees worxlng as food handlers and KP's.

-5~




Reproduced from the Unclassified / Declassified Holdings of tﬁer Néﬁonal Archives-

B Reproduced-from the Undlassified / Declassified Holdings'of the:National Archives- -

R e
.~, R S ﬁxp‘:

s ) i - ?
T o e ol HEJ -

| VIII. ARMY WELFARE

Se thletics and Athletic Facilities. Athletic activity -
was confined mosbtly to Foobball during this period; tesms were
organized smongst the companies and several inber-company games
were played. Compesbition was good and the majority of personnel
showed a keen and lively interest in the sport. Sufficient
playing, equipment for the several ileams washavailﬁbl@.

b.. PEnlisted Men and Officer Clubs. Three enlisted mans'
and one officers' ciub continued to operate throughout the. :
period; dance bands furnished music several nights weekly and
entertainment groups were secured through the unit's Speeial

Services at frequent intervals. '

e. Inspections and Investigations. :

1. Capt. Witchell, Hgs. Third US Army, inspected
administrative records ofthe unit on 7 Nov 1946, On the 15
Nov 1946, a Third US Army Inspection Team ‘inspected ‘
administrative records and clubs of this unit; and overall
rating of Excellent was given by the team. ‘ :

2. Inspection of all Ordnance eguipment was made omn
the 21 Nov 1946 by a Third US Army Ordnance Technical Inspection
Teau. : g ' o : ‘ ' .

Qo ‘MDrale‘of7Tr00ps; -Gensideration for‘troop4morale was
paramount ; everyihing possible was done to maeke existing
facilities pleasing. L L e

e, Religious Services., Transporiation was furnished men
desiring To atvtend Catholic Seérvices in Bensheim. "Other
Catholic services were available in Darmstadt. FProtestant
services were held in the battalion area each Sunday. Services
for Jewish personnel were availeble in Heidelberg and Frankiurt.

FOR THE COMMANDING OFFICER:

2. th

S Cgptain @ GE
" Battalion Historian.
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o HEADQUARTERS | ‘
6551h ENGlNEER TOPOGRAPHIC BATTAL!ON
APO %75 ‘ . . US ARMY R
L} Jtme l‘?iq.é
_SUBJEGT° Bepaz-t @f Mappias Awivities _ ST
e Gh;eiﬁ T n;w, @cs | “‘Q‘Q@jﬁgg“ .
Snbmitted her_ew : h‘:'-is the Repm't of Mapping
.Aetigities for the perlo& onéing 31 Hay l@hé. oo o
Y 'Geaeral . - R
SR ¢ % Visitg cf Senier @rricers. None. | _ |
;5(23 ‘Change in Offleer Persocnnels:
st Edo Me}.vm Hs ¢ deol& %xfé ‘ho an Beinf D@pe‘%
e - Namury Belgium g )
{3} 18t Lts Thomas G, Moore. rfd bo 2nd Reinf Bepez,_,.
Shl ) Ramury: Belgium ‘ TN
- 3.315 Lte Rebert Ke. Boull. asagé ana jd . s
. sad Lb. Thurman C. Yeung assunsd eené @r H&S G@&, :
1553 @z’g&n&zatioa of ﬁn.}.t. L DR
E 5 JOHN E. | @23a99
; SNDERSON, WILLIAM Ms 04,56338°
: ?ﬁ’ﬁLS, WAYNE ¥Ws
R, MY D“ T i ok
| o Co-A 01594853
} -8 ,c)rvvmff (TEY in Zw) «@2@@@@6%
t ’ , | S QLO6RAEIT

j . ObB6LIE”.

Repre .fr i : 65#9@7 g

Asst Bn S~l 95&-@175 ’

~Photo Off. Q1334800

€0 Dev "&“ - Q&335845

G0 E&S Co. Q1337118

. HeWiL ‘I&MS, BAYARD T. : Zml L‘B. Motor: ort Q1118436

WELVERTOH 'ARNOLD. V. €W - 'Phete ﬁfr C&eave 0 ﬁK} 32126424
‘. :(k} £nlisted Men Stre , 249 ‘
15; P@rsonnel RBQ»M Beaaing¢ '

;9133 S - -
HeW'Ehpping'anﬁ7 ions

_{a) Projeets 4452 Bavaria 1.5@,9@@. o

1y This ‘project is boxed and’ s belng héld for

addititmal revzsi material. -

" (v) Project: .GSGS 4507 Germany 1: :50,000. -
- le - Bee ined ets;ure l for status of mdlvidual
' sheets. -
. R T
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{e} Erejeat, Berlin Tuwn ?1an,s; = | E
1. This project is. being held pending cempletzoa‘
' of the teshnical training program. _
.- 2+ No progress since last month.
- {d) Project: GSGS Lblh Germany 1:25,000. T
- 1, This projeet has been. boxed and is belng held
pending eempletlea ef she %eehnieal ﬁrainsng
' program, - . ‘
"_§a}f£M1seellaneeas.--_ '
o 6263 man haars have been sgens this m@nsh
‘w‘ o for taehnical tralning . o
{2} Eeprodaatian o :
| {a ) ‘Rumber of impressioas.
| | o Standard maps 283,400 e
: : ' Speeial maps A = . B#ome . -
Miseellaneous = 335
: : Total impressions6l8y500 -
e Aarial Eh@ﬁography. No eemm@ns.'
: nﬁli No horiz ntal and vegtleal eontrol projeet was a531gneé
- this Ba during the month of May 1946

.

Gs 'Supplias. The following items are argently needed'~
- {2} Tapey Scoteh; trans,¢:ent. : »

} - {2] Tape, Scoteh, red . '

! (3} Paper, Coatact Priaging. Kbda&ith 51ze 2@“ X 3@“
R - {4) Goram Starechs o L
C ~ {5) sSponges, Viscose. E

b {6} Brush, Serubbing, Lmthagg&phi@ Plate :

! {7) Mercury Vapor Tubes., (GE L60H9TISL Part Ho. 9010) far

‘ Hodel "E" Qzalid ﬁhisegrint Machine. ,

; (8} Light bulbs, 220 velts, 50 and m@ watbs, ‘
A {9} HMieroscopes, line weigh: o

| -;{w } Pea poiats for blue 1 HUNT No. 102 -

. HUNT No. 104 - .
, et “ESTERBROOK NO 6% grow Quill‘
L : L ]STERBB@OK Ho lﬁé Speeﬁhall,,
b {21} Bristol Board - 22" x 3om " :
: ' {12} Paper, mounted: d@ﬁble ﬁh&tman heﬁ presses, Glasa A, ‘
P © . Sheets 18" X Z4". ~ ; : B
' : {13) Sewing n edlas rar ?1n Vies “’

For tne G@mnandlng Offieer.,

A . FRANK T smsm, Iz,
T ‘a.st Lbe CB
TR @pera%zams ﬁffieer

. APPENDIX "Bm
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| HEADQUARTERS ' L
6551h ENGINEER TOPOGRAPHIC »BATTALION |

APO 175

- : i 5 3 Jaly 1946[‘ o
!%‘f«:SUBJEeT‘ Report of Mhpplag ﬁetiviﬁies | ‘ ‘ |

&

omer Chief

8o General g ‘ _ LN ‘ .
’ (l) Visits ef Semier ﬁrrieers. R -
,‘«q' +Cols R, He J@»Wﬁbsgﬂ, GE, OGE USFET, 27 June 1946
1%, Col. W, L. WINEGAR, CE, OGE, HSFET 27 June 1946_
(2} changevin,ﬂfficer ?axsennel- L o
y} “18t Lb. HENRY H. COMBS. assgdvto Bn and.assgd
‘%\,qpr,yDataehmenB”G@mmaaﬁar .of Deteh MA%. - W‘[v-
‘;j(b}sjﬁapt. PAUL 4. BAYORGEON, ‘Gapb. WILLIAM SGBILIG‘ RIEEIE A
R : "”@ESEKMﬁ]ﬁﬁ“assgd.from @CE USFET ‘v
‘ USFET. e
.ecers. relieved fra& S
ZI for redeployment. e

@r'anizatloa- el i

: "Ffoieersz-»see Inelg #l.a; :

i ‘Balisted Men Strength,- 278. e
(AJ Personnel Requirements of ﬁnzt* See Inel. #Ze A_

pin o .
(l? Kew mapplng and revxsions ,'.‘“ ' R ¥
‘No new-mapping was' asslgned thls Unlt during the ?
- g 'momnthof Jume. . . ‘
. {p}  Proje: vision of 26 sheets Baveria 1s 5@ l.@f :
Cr U GBAS bl 1is: ro;eetﬁis bexed and is. belng o
1 revision. material. .
7 > & . Germgny 14504000 has not
- -been ¢ mplete _For  progress on all sheets on.’
' Printing Request, 'Ref. €=5b, dated 13 May. 1946
 {your Hdgs«}; h'the exeeptien of sheet 258
. RS R ~  {which has been ompleted and delivered o ‘
’ Camy : ]“j*ﬁahlhaimgﬁa Base Map Bepot} refer t0 Ingle #3‘-”‘
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a

(a} -Brojeet;"GSGSﬂhAlh,“Géfmanj;.1525;9993%

*7 . IRP Nos 155 - the following sheets have beel
completed and delivered t0 the Mahlheim Engr base

. Map Depob: . . | o,

Cue20  KTAL . L7a2 4811 812 4913 493k
‘2510 5327 5921 6117 k2l 6519 6723

7925 R o .
"7 = the following sheetw are now in reproduction:.
6021 7620 7625 782k 6325 . 8423 8326

"7 - the remainder of the sheets on this job
order have not been started due to lack of color
' 'separations.’ = T : | '
]ﬁ?ﬁﬂﬁs{171”-'theffollewingGSEGEES have bsea .
completed.and ‘delivered %0 the Muhlheim Bagr Base .
Map Depotz: 6623 and 662, ‘Sheet 6925 has not-
‘been.repro éed due to laek of*ﬁolorwSEParaaien;‘
IRP NO. 21! g;%heifellswing gheets have been com~
. pleted an delivered to the Mahlheim Engr Base o
k116 6425 0 6725 64,26 - 8325 6327 6427
 B727 6328 6129 6230 6231 UL
P . théwremaiader”of“thg<shee%s on this job order .
“have not beeam started due to laek of Color
-gepsrations. T e
Final Edit has been started on sheet 6031; ~Final
edit will be started om sheets 6331, 6232, 6332,
64,32 and 6333 as soon as proof eopies are run On
. press. Blue line sheets of 6529 are now 96%
aompleﬁa»‘;Exaiﬁiagief;this‘sheetiahould.be com~
pleted shortly. Editin _and border stick-up of
' sheets 6032, 6024 and 5 2l are in progress. .
-Final Draftin . “This Uni% has been relieved of
}iﬁhawrespeaswbilityyfqrwaom_1gtionsof'finalhdraftiag
. of the followingfsheetsvby'the'Gommaﬁding,ﬁffieer.
u or-1681-Enginper_Survey¢LiaiSOR Team: *© -
5832 5833 5925 5935 5928 50931 - 6025
6327 5727 5930 6027 . 6030 6033 6125
L 6lp7 6629 . 5826 - 5825 5728 6132 5929
5927 , 6126, 5830 5933 .. 6032 5932 6028
. 6026 T 61337 5831 5829 ‘5g27 . 5828
;AL materials for the above listed sheets, except
.Aeriel photographs, were tpransferred to HVA XIII.

{e) . Brojeet ; Berlis Town Plan.

SO  This‘pr6j§@§gis.beingih§;4 pénding eompléﬁioﬁ‘of.bhs
: ‘Teehni@ali“T?aiﬁing_&:égﬁaﬁ;*‘ U ;

;Nofprogress“s@nee,l&s§smonﬁﬁ~”‘

"wﬁf) ,Eiseellaneens“ﬁbrkéﬁeLgaiﬁzmaaiﬁefleetiﬁg¢Prbﬁeaﬁpr

has‘been;seﬁhﬁg;and?put”inﬁo,epera@ism;‘¢Ebdel nE"
pzalid Maehine cannot be put iato operation since.

Mereury Vapor tubes are at present not availables

=2 -
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' o The Technical Training Program consists of oo
shudent drafting course, instruetion in editing,
_eomputing and plotting control. : .
‘ - 2,564 man hours have been speat this month in
. P '~ photomapping training. :
- {2} Reproduetion: T
o “{a) Number of impressioms: :
Standard faps | 46,100
Speeial Maps = ‘none.
Miscellaneous . 749,900
L Total impressions 796,000
{e)} Aerial Photography: No Comments. - .
d.,  Comtrol: No horizontal apd vertical eomfrol project was
sssigned this Battallon during the month of June 1946,
e, BSupplies:t the following items are urgently needed: _
e ‘Mercury Vapor tubes - (GE 160H9T1S1 Part No. 9010] for

B

o ‘Model "E" OzaZid Whiteprin® Maehine.
 Bristol Board - 22% x 30™¢ . '
~ Paper, Mounted double, Whatman hot pressed, Llass Ay

-7 sheebs 18 X Rbs - o '
Eggshell White Paiant - 10 gallons.

-Seobeh bape - reds : V AR
Seoteh tape - tramsparent.

gora Stareh o

" JOHN Ei UNVERFERTH

Lt, Ools ~  CE

Commanding
3 Tmelss = S
#1 .Organization of Unit - Offlicers C
2 Personnel Requirements of Unie -
#3 I?rogres‘s\ on GSGS 4507, Germany, 1:50,000

‘-
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' N I L VoL TOT MOS8
EAME o RANK ASN COMP - ASR MILSPﬂO PRES DY DATE‘EKNKZRAGE AGE CAT MIL gxav

UNVERFEBTH, JOHN Bs Lt col 023499 RA 103 7915 1 Dee 39 15 Nov 4 W 30 R

_ : , - 6 Sep 46
ANGN; WELEAM M Capts 014-66333 GRO 57 D=3325 3 Jul 43 1 Febrl.p5 W 28 TV

BAYORGEQN PAUL A,  Capt. 916b5587 DY OCE,  USFET
‘SACHSENMAIER, CHARLES G&pt.‘j%@h53683 7TBY"j_' ocE, o ﬁSFETT“ 
5_ SGRILL@, WILLXAM j Gap%. @z@h1057 TDY @GE, T US?ET

fWALTERs,~WAYNE w. Gap@.___01191263 AUS’ &257‘7'79;5 R7 Jan 36 19 Sep AB“W 3%ff;; 123
COMBS , HENRY H‘ . 1st Lte @2@@0862 Aus 208 _79i7 28 Aug 34 31 Jan 46 W 46 o 69
- BAUVANY, HARRY D (TDY) lst 1 \0L114360 Aus_'QS‘: ™Y 21 V;Jﬂ 15Tl bk W o
i SGHULTE GERALD P e 2nd Lt 913358h5 AUB_“;2 1542 31 Aug hb 2 Jun uﬁ W 19 LA
£ | YoUNG, THVRMAN 0. 2ad Lt 01337416 A0S 3k L542(RR)2 Oot A4 17 Jul bSW 25 I 18
: i s WOLVERTQN ARNGLD v oWo  WRl2042l AUS 96 9610 2 Teb 39 12Mar 45 W 33 V87
=) A
e 5
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Military
Spee. Sere ’

T/G or Alletted Strength - -
Streagth this date- = = - =
Required %o bring

y Tiﬁ&ef-g_.»

Arn«.
‘8T -
Servi ae

‘f‘Humbe@ .

e = =10

30 T/@ or Allet%eé Streagsh ‘---16*

Type

Humber: =

0600

2116

2200
T 2900
4016

7914

7915

7915
7915
79165
7916
7917
7917

umilitary
- Spee. Ser.
_Humber -

Hobon PraNapart

Ad jutant S-1

- Military ?ersonﬁel
'Gompany Gemmaﬁdar '

“Qophgraphi
Topographil ag
Topographiec Englneer )
‘Photamappiag officer .

ieer

B - - - =

'to T/O ar'Allo%ted Shreng%h 118

'.GE
CE..
'AUS

‘atﬁf§iaaf §3 ‘~ve¥

vgxm:ér‘,m
R servi@ey.

RQQ’UJ.E‘G a

.—'-—-———

Humbar

O LT

iat Lts :
WO
capt.
© Gapbe
- 2ad I-lto‘
"~ Gapb.
2nd Lts
wo '
'Gapto
ist Lt.
‘ _C&p'ﬁo
2nd L%,

o0k -

004 ;

004 |
004 .
055
055 .
055,

055

076
076

R

Inelosure #2

Photographer, é?iai
Photographer, Aerlal

. Glerk, General
- @lerk, Map Distribatlan }
@lerk, Map Bistzlhatiom _e

Wap Folder

‘Hap Mbuaﬁar ,".\ e
Drafésmen, Tapographi@al
- Braftsmaa, Tapegraphi@al

GE :
CE

;Required* Txgg_kﬁ

Tes 3
Tec 4
Teec 5
. Pfe
. Tee 5
PLe
Pfe
Pre.
Tee 3
Tee &
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976 Mape Eaitor o e
098  ‘Repairman, Instrument CE{.‘* ‘
107 ., Lithographer)’ Foreman ASst CEwk
CAQT ’Lithegrapher, Photo Traasfer o
107 - . Draftsman, ‘Lithographie - CE
?v”“Draftsman, Liﬁhog%aphie o -,6E=“
‘Erector, Litho Press. LGE
.0 Pressman, Rotary, Li%ke, Foreman GE
‘167 .- -Pressman, Rotary,, Lithe CCE o
189 . Rigger Chief T : GE .
Vo -CE““’-{‘“‘ o

107
167

243 - Computer, Topegraphig;;.-f
485 . .. Clerk, Reeord. :

673 Medieal NCO
673 ‘Meéieal Ngo b T
'835*J.‘ ,‘*Glerk, Map;Suppay Reeerd ,;GE

- 228 Surveyor, lmstrument Man = CE- .
228  Surveyor, iﬁ&ﬁfumnﬂﬁrmaa_ﬁbﬁ*;ﬁx]

236 - Surveyor, Topographic- g

230 - surveyor, Tophgraphie . o
- 230 Burveyor, Party. Chief -

CRB3 Gomputer, Topographie

"‘Milztazy e ‘Tff“fff»;ﬂ5  i_'f=-'Afﬁ”;
‘Spese. ! Ser. G gmxﬁiev‘ﬁ_{-,, . OF

| Nﬁmber'“

Namber SR Serviae Requlrad

"*976 ;'l. Braftsman,\@epographieal E&ft"
076 . Map Bditor, = _ :

076 - - ‘Map Editor ‘

167

189  Rigger, Gemeral '
191 . Tapemsn, Surva‘im

228 " Reeorder, ‘Topograph
236 SUPVeyor, Tepegrapﬂ _;_ f]fj

253" " Gompuber, ‘Popogrephic
2L3 . ' Computer, Topographic

LO9 f _;Teehaieiaa Esdleal
409 - Techniclan, Medieal

861 -~ ' Teshnician, Surgiesl o HDB

861 /. Technician, Surgi@&l : f,ﬁB" i

94,5 . - - Technician, Laheratery L CE

', 9&5. : :Layeuz Mhn e - CE ,1->\

sk .,

I}aclosure#z “(’"(;‘v!cn'&f"f&_.} o 2

‘WPFE?WPEPWPNN&NEEE&&EEPE&&F@EQPFWPF

3.3 :
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:{H NARA Dmﬁ H( '

| | HEADQUARTERS e
 655th ENGINEER TOPOGRAPHIC BATTALION

APO 175 L  U.S.. ARMY

s "8%3&?1‘&3?: R@par% of %ﬁappmg Mtwiﬁms i
I0 t Ch}.ef Iﬁ? Eﬁ? @Gﬁ

' i. saﬁmﬁ.ted mer@v:lth 13 the Eepart c:f ﬁappm& Ac‘bi'ﬁ‘l’i'xl@h ﬁ‘s::ar thea
nemod ending Bl July 1%6. e _ _

- a. General,. ,' ' ‘ o , .

(1) Visits of 3@::191- ﬁffwerst Kone .

(2) Change in 0fficer Peysonnels . ' -

{a) 2nd Lt CHAHLES VAN HIDDELEX, asgd this Emv

{b) CWO FRANCIS T.. DREHER, asgd this Bn..
{e) Capt. JAMES M., RIFLEY, asgti this Bn.
| {(d) The following officer wWas relieved from aamgnmarm aaci trid to
- , ‘ Hgs ﬁemmand Seperation Lam@er, JHesber Base Sschlon f@r diaehmrgm
i . : C - GHEG ﬁm@hﬁ ¥ QGLHE{T@EZ ‘
| .
|

oo

{3} Grg&nmaﬁmn of Unit: o
{a) Officers ~ see Incls ﬁ*l ‘
{(b) Bnlisted Hen Strength = 315 '
(i) Persepnel Reqmm@nta of ﬁﬁiﬁ- See Iml. ﬁg
b« ¥epping E
- - {1) Hoa i&.ppmg and Fevmmns. '
{a) Ho new mapping was assighed %his Unit during Lhe mnﬁh @:ﬁf mly.
-{b) Project: Revision of 26 Sheets, Bavaria 1:50, 000, G508 kh92.
’ This project is hsxe& amﬁ is ‘eesag held f@r a&&itmmu mnswa
, material. :
(e} Project: G808 4507, Gemmy 1:50, Q@& has not been wmplama.
For progress on all sheets on Frinting Request. Ref, ¢-5b, dated.
:, 13 ¥ay 1945 (Your Hgs), with the exception of sheet 258 {which
| © .+ haes been completed ané delivered to ﬁuhlhe:un 2r Base Hap Depot)
. . refer to Incl. #3 .
{d) Project: GSGS mz, Cermanv, 1125, %3&5} '
. - IRP E%G 211 ~ Drafting and Pinal m&:ﬁirg has been compisted on
Lo o she@i:s 031, 63313 8333 and are now in reproduction. Sheets 6232,
. 6332, and 64,32 aré in Bditing Seckion for Minal Edit and will be
f : : sem fﬁr repmductmn w‘i’ei}iﬁ wesk, .

-l
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For progress tm all remazwmg sﬁeets of this pms,}%@% z’ef@r ‘w
Inel. #4
{e) Project: Bar}.m ‘”}?ﬁm Plaf. ‘ .
- This project is being halci peﬁdiﬁg c@m@la%ioa of the %ahﬁim&
Training Program. o ‘
Yo progress sincé last reparta '
(£} ﬁscehanmm Hork. - The Technical Trumng Program consists of a
. Student. Drafbing Course, Iasbruction in Fdﬁ;mg, aﬁam@*eemparaﬁwmpﬁ
Instmctlea, Gempn‘bing and Plotbing.
, ,962 man hours have been spent th&s month in
yh@uomappzng. These imm-s inalﬁée both proeucﬁmn snd tra’mmg ﬁ.;z
photomapping. - .

=

. ¢ production
o {a) Humber of Impresmws. . ‘
| Standard maps: E— 265,300
- Special Mapse——rememos= Hone
Wispellansous~ ' e 365,500

. Tebal Imwssswnswwmw-}m,m
c. derdal Phcstegmpzzyv Ho Comments, -
‘4. Control: No horixental and vertical controd pmge@t, wap assigned tms ‘
. patbelion during Lhe month of July 1946, .
6. Suppliss: the follewing stems are urgently nesded: :

Hereury Yapor tubes « (G6 160 19T1S1 Part No. ?@&a}) for Hodel #Er

Uzalid *fh:Lteprin% haahiae; S .

Scoteh Tape Red T :
Seobch Tape. Tramspﬁem . : , .o
Corn Starch o S S

JOHN E UNVE «éFL%’TH
. - o .L;Tvs v@ln 3 {J{J
L _ ' Gommanding.

l, zpcls.. ' .
#1 Organization ef Uit - R Pleery
42 personnel Reeuitem&n%a of Unit
#3 Progress on GSGS 4807, CGermany, 1:50,0 00
#4 ’Proy-ew on &SGS 141;3.2:, ﬂermany, 1:25,0 aa

"3
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STATUS

Dearring STarTED.

Dearring ComeieTew,
Eor Commeren
Peoor Srage

HKovarves /szpA/af‘p.

ProGress SINCE LAST KEPORT.
" (ANY RED SYMBOL.)
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COMPILATION STARTED

COMPLATION COMPLETED

7] ORAFTING  STARTED

N DRAFTING COMPLETED

\ & PROOF STAGE

FINAL EDIT COMPLETED

| KODAUINES PREPARED

(Progress Since lést Report fny Red Symbol)
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. 10 \ o
49°
7] 7QZ7
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a ":éEYBJEGT: . Remrt: of }éapping Activities.

g0 : “office Theatre Chief Engineer, ¥ilitary Divisien .
1., Submitted herewith is the fﬁegéﬁ, of Kapping Activities for the . . ‘
period ending 31 August. 1946, o ‘ . ‘ ‘

a. General. . ' _

(1) visits of Senior Officers: - a e
{a) ILt. Col. BEAKE, Insp Genl Br, 3rd Army

(b) %ajor £ D CROCKS, OCE, USFET, 16 hugust 46

(6] ~Capt CLARK, Tnsp Cerd Br, 3rd Aray

(2) " Changes in Officer Personnel ' o e -
(&) Qapt JAMES M RIPLEY asgd this Bn, spd assumed command of COe Be . .
{v) Capt SPENCER D SHITH, asgd ‘ghie Bn, and assumed sommand of H&S Gon |
{c) GCept PAUL 4 BAYORGEOH, -Capt WILLIAM SCRILID, Capb CHARLES /
SACHEMMAIER, reld asgmbt and asgd to Military pivision, Office
‘ Theater Chief Engineer. - o R ' S
' (d) Lt HEARY H COMBS, reld asgmt ateh unasgd to Hecepbion Stabion .
10, Fort Sem Housbom. = . B ’ B ‘
(e) 1Lt. HARRY D BAUNAR, DY since 19 April 16 dropped from the rolls.

(3} ©Organization of Unit:’ o e o
{a) Officers - See atchd 1ist, Incl. # 1 -
. (b) Enlisted Men Strength - 304 . ' o o
{4) Personnsl Requirements of Unit: 598"’&'@??3@ personneld reguisition. Imel, # 2

b, - Happing Status , - . - S ‘ ‘ :
(a) TProject G&GES 441ks - Final Bdit has been complsbed on Sheebs 6232, 6332,
o : : - and 6432 and sent e B Company for reproduction. Drafbing of Sheets
S 6128, 6130, 6326, 6529, snd 6728 have been completed and have been
A , assigned to Editing for Stickup and Proofing. Sheels 4591 and 6228
' nave been senb oub for Proof run. Drafting of sheets 6525, 6528, 6530,
. 6227, and 6628 are now ia Progress. ' ‘ o
(b) Remainder of Projects GSG3 4507, and 0SeS 4492, assigned this unit are
.} being held pending completion of Technical fraining Program.
v (e) -Hiscellansous forki : e ‘ -
(1) ¥isgsllaneous charbs and plans for units in this area heve bedn
7. pade during this month. : ‘ ‘ »
* (2) 'The Technical Training Program consists of = Student Drafting
. Goursey Ingbruction in Edibing, sterec-Comparagraph, Computing,
< and Plobbing. ' S ‘ /
(3) k,741 man hours have been spent bhis month in photesepplog. ‘
- . These hours include both production and training in i:hoﬁmaappiﬁg.

et e rAos s - i

(amnex B)
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¢, Reproduction
{a) Number. of Emnresszoas . o
Standard Mapse——~—- 108,800
A Speexg‘ Haps . . Hone
= Hiscellaneous e 202,730
Tmtasil Impressions -~ 311,530
‘de aupylies- The following items are needed.

Sercury Vapor Tubes for Ogzalid Machine, Light

ﬁulbs, 220 volbs,

and 1C0 watts,” Transparent Seoteh Tape, Scotch Drafting Tape

Pen Points: ?uaﬁ Ho. 102 and 104, Scotch Tape Red anﬁ
Corn Btarch.
2 JOHN 1 UNVERPARTH
Lts Ool., i
Gommanding
3 IﬂClS-a . ' ' .
#1 Organization of Uhit - (fficsrs
#2 Personnel Hequirements of Unit .
#3 Progress on GSGS k&l&s ﬁarmﬁﬁy 1535 000

«
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GSGS 4414
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48°
, 57
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sgbe 94 |/ > 50° ;3{7
AASIK <04 7
Q N 2 130y . $ % i0
22 - » 48"
! & Vén2r |28 Es2 om0 ) i
% 2646627 : 1 |
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{ 7agle 2
1 807 49°
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i .
STATUS

COMPILATION STARTED

GOMPILATION GOMPLETED

' f DRAFTING STARTED

Y DRAFTING GOMPLETED

7 Y PRE-EDIT COMPLETED

€ J PROOF STAGE

FINAL EDIT COMPLETED

KODALINES PREPARED

(Progress Since Last Report Any Bed Symbol)

| el #3
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-as

;,3£f§gggg§: 'Repeyt of %applng éctzvxtxes.

TO 4: G£f1ce xnsazer Chlef Englneer, :ili%ary Eivisieﬁ

‘ 1.0 ¢abmztﬁeé herewith is the Reg@rt of Happang Actxv& ies for
the pericd enﬁlng 30 uaptemher 19&6..~

G Geﬁerala
{1) Visits ef Seaicr folcer
{a) Gapt PAUL BAYORGEON, ﬁqa, ﬁsm, Ga.@

S {2) Ghaﬁges in 0f£1cer Perﬁonnel '
B +(a) Lt THOMAS J HUGHES, asgd to Hed Detch and assumes command.
B . CWO ALBERT KENG asgﬁ k23 thlS—BR and assumes the dubies of
: _ ey,
14 RAYMORD J WRIGHE, aﬁgd to this Ba an& assumes %h@ dubiss
of Sarvey Officer..
ANPHONY DEDIER, asgd to ﬁhis Bn and assumss %he éﬁtiﬁg of
, Phetomanpzng Officer.
it ALBERT 8 Jaﬂﬁﬂﬁﬁ atcha fram @%k&r a?gaﬁ124t1¢n, 3@3@&1
ofticer. - :

{2) Capt WILLIAM M ANDE haoﬁ rel& asg% and abehd o &ﬁlrd r@pl
depet for reéaplmymeﬁt._
- , ‘14 GERALD SCHULTE, reld asgab anﬁ tefd. o oﬂpar&m.aa uemjer
P .. . Fo k2, Gaazk Beale. Gallf. ' : v . B

; b. Happing Status
{a; Projeet GSGS AL14: Draftzmg on Blue Line Sheets {mas. 6527, 6529,
6628, 6528, 6227, and 6630) are now in progress. Sheets 6531,
6228 6333, 6331, 6432, 6332, aad 6232 are in ﬁha proof stage.
(h& &1scellane®us Forks
{1) #iscellanecus charts and plans for units in thzs ares.
‘ have. been mede during this month,
(2) The Technical Training Frogram now in pragrass aanﬁlsts of
© " a'Student Drafbing Course, Instruction in Bditing, Sterso-
 Comparagraph, Computing, and plobeing.
{3) 3,356 man hours heve beex spent this month in bhﬁtamﬁyplﬂ5
’ These hours znaluﬁe both prOﬁBleQn and training’ 1n,paat@»

mappwg *,
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T Eeproanﬂtzen

{a) Bumber of Empressmns o
: ‘Btendard iaps ' 164,400
Special Haps R Nene
¥iscellaneous . _3L,760
: : -~ FOTAL 199,16

de’ “upm}.ms., Fhe' f’ollowiﬁg items e:ﬁ' supply are urg@at}.y me%m
‘ Prush, Varnish, Flat Double-i thickness .

o Pens, letbering Speedball, Hos. BS and Bé

' "fape, Seoteh i}raftmg, fﬁamla

LA

JOHK % URVERFERTH -
it. Cel., . CR

3 Inels: .
#1 Orgsnizsbion of Unit - Offieers
#2 Personnel Requirements of Unit’
#3 Progress on GB8GS 4415, Cermeny 1:25,000
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GOMPILATION STARTED 7~ PRE-EDIT COMPLETED
| COMPILATION GCOMPLETED 5 4 PROOF STAGE
I | DRAFTING STA__R:TED FINAL EDIT COMPLETED
DRAFTING COMPLETED KODALINES PREPARED
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