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Doan thir nhut
THAM PHU PHU BAN

. { N
- B HANG hai, ngoai ddng Iia dam git dirt dd lau roi, ma

':Qna hOt chi-dién cting da ché h&t vé vura.

f.’

 Nguoi di dwong Biie-Liéu xuéng Gia-Rai, ra khéi chau-
Hmnh chirng 10 cdy s8, ngo6 qua phia tay trai thi th¥y mot
-cénh dong rong minh mong khong cay, khong xom, tradi mot
‘mau vang kheé, cach xa-xa moi ¢6 pha mot vat xanh-xanh
~wéi il con trau dirng sirng-sung cti ddu in cd ; con ngo qua
I)hia tay mit thi thay mot xom niam dai trén mot ngan
| fihu'b'c kéu la xom Lang-Dai, nha chen & khit deo, ma xom
(it cAy nén noc nha lén-nghén, & xa coi nhe dam nim rom

A bi moc,

-

-

| 45\ 6’ ddu xom Lang-Dai, phia mét trod moe, co6 mot cai nha
| £8 ﬁ nho 2 cén mot xép, truede ¢6 mot cai san trong ba cay du-
| Vﬁ’l it cdy &i, trong nha, ma chinh gitra, ¢6 mot ban-thos

b —




4 CUO1 GUONG QRIS

- | AR R E L . 1
hai bén lot hai bo van dduvéi vai cai gh€, con phia trong |
budng thi co hai cai giwong, lai ¢6 mot ddng lia woe chirng | s
vai chue gia. Nha tuy ngheéo, song ngoai SAn quét sach-sé, 3 i {iv
trong nha don vén-vang, dén ciin xép, 1a ché dé b&p ndu in, | L
ma ciing ching hé c6 mot cong rac., '

Cai nha ndy la nha cta thim Ly-thi-Phong, hoi treée 1a i
vor cua mot thily gido day chit nho, tén la Bing-phi-Diéu, ma | @
bay gior 1a tA-dién ctia ong cwu Hwong-cét To-hong-Hoang, |

Ong Ping-phi-Biéu gde & Quang-Nam, cach chirng 25 nam |
triedre, ong vao ngu tai xom Lang-Dai ma lam Thiay-Thude va |

” | uf
day riéng nguoi trong xom hoc chir nho, ¢ dwgc it ndm, ong
coi the lam an lau dai duwge, ong méi noi ma cugi vaﬂpp | i

Phong, la congai mot nha nghéo trong lang, roi ver chong 5%5 B
nhau véi chong lo day hoe, ht thude, vo lo cdy git, lam ruong |
lin lin sanh diing mot dira con gai va hai dira con trai. Khi |
diva con it m&i nén ba tubi, thi ong DPang-phi-Diéun Lir trdn, ; 1 4
bd lai mol vor goa voi 3 con dai. Nhor ong Béng-phi-Didu ‘ \
binh sanh in & nhd-nhoi, lai nh¢ thim Ly-thi-Phong lima g i
tinh chon-chdt, bdi viy trong x6m ai thly mity dira nho cél-.

cuc cling déu thwong, Thim Ly-thi-Phong ngwoi ta lhu(mg 1
kéu la thim gidao Biéu, mot minh lo lam rudng nuoi con,
ruong thi mueén cua 6ng cuwu Huong-cd To-hdng-Hoang n‘ 4
lam, moi nim dong lua 1u0ng roi thi co du dlr(rc chirng nig}_
ba chuc gia, |

Niam 1928, la lic bit ddu thuat truyén nﬁy, thi thim glfm |
Didu di duoc 39 tudi, con dira con gai lon cha thim, tén 1& .;4‘; '
Biing-thi-Hio, duoc 18, tadi, dira con trai gita, tén Hoa, |
duoc 12 tudi, va dira con trai ut, tén Hidu, duwefe 7tudi.
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’MQt budi chidu, thim giao nghe noi vo Hirong-Hao Cao &
au x6m trén dau, nénthim di thim, Thiing Hoa dée thcmg
B 1511 ra truoe san, Iira cho bong mat voi ldy cha tre véila 6i

p cdil nha ma choi,

'Bang-thl-'l-lﬁo & nhit mot minh, ¢6 budn nén ném trén vong
a'a cot-ket, mit budn hiu, Tuy 6 la con nha nghéo, thuwdng

&;;

» B 4 .b{a“‘ 1 ,
I o —— S .

'\ gay phal néu com, xach nwoe, bira cai, quét nha, d€n muoa
L8 E lhm rugng lai eon phdli phu véi me ma o8y git, song co da
i i *Gﬁn ¢6 dung nhan tufin-ta, nwoe da tring do ciip mit sang

ngoi, g0 ma nhuw mi€ng bau, chon may nhw ban nguyét, ban
&) diu-nhiéu ma ngon lai thong nhuw mai vi€t, mai toe den
Vﬁhm ma hoi lai quiin nhu don song, twong di yeu diéu, (i€ng
| __; n6i trong ngin, bdi vy diu ¢o lam-lu ma sfic ¢y khong phai,
~ hét thiy don-ba trong lang ai ciing trim-trd khen ¢o 1a gai
i3 dgp Co da co séic, ma lie eon nhéd nho ¢6 cha kém day, nén
(56 lai bi€t chit nho, bi€t lam thi nom, sir hoc-thire Ay lam {
~ ¢cho cao phiim gid clia co, béi vay nhitng con nha nghéo, 3
‘hoﬁc con hirong-chire nho trong lang khong ¢6 mot mit nao {ﬁ
dém g'a'moghé : :
 Bira nay ¢ ném mot minh c¢o busn, ma co st hudn dy nén |
gu'o'ag mit ¢6 thém nét nghiém-nghi, coi cang dep hon nira.
- €6 ndim trén vdng, gac tay qua tran, ciip mit lim-dim, mo!
hbl lau r6i c6 ngdi day xudng b&p nhim lira n&u com chibu,
4 C6 biit ndi com lén b&p rdi co lai dirng dya clira ma ngé ra
| sidn, Haidira em cha co du-o'ug ngoi choi trede miit co do, 2
| 'm cd khong ngo, ¢d cit® ago ra cai duérng nhd di ngang
- ngodi hang rao c6 ngo tran tran, mot lat ¢ lai cai din lay tay
'mbl;mg, rdi hai giot nwoe mit rot xudng wot ao b, Co iy

L mtto chui nirée mél roi trdr vo b€p ngdi chum liva. Gl
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6 CUdl1 GUONG

o(lo-m vira chin thi thim gido Pidu di xém cfing 44 vé toi, Co
Hao 18y mam lau chén ma don com rdi kéu hai em vé an,
Ngéi éin eom, thim gido Didu mai noi véi cd Hao réng :

— Thim Harong-hao dau nhiéu qué, so thim chiu khong nbi,
— Ma lén th#im, thim bi€t ma hay khong ? :

— Con biét, Ma thim no6i mot hai ti€ng, ché thim mét nén
no6i nhiéu khong duoe,

— Cha Hwong-Hao ruwéc thdy nao hSt thude cho thim
udng do ?

— Ong thiy nao & dwdi Cai-Huu khong bi€t, Trong x6m.

ho lai thim ciling bon, C6 ba Chu cling 1én théim do nira, bd
méi vé mot lugt voi tao day,

Thim gido Piéu nin mot hdi roi noi tiép rﬁng: « A, hoi “s‘_}"
vé doc dwrong tao c6 gdp hai vg chdng ong Ca crru déc cdu
Tu-Tai di coi vo vé, &n méc loa-let dir ».

Co Hdo nghe me n6i miy 1o, thi co d@ cin\ chén xudng
mam, m&t nhinh me tran-tran réi hoi réng : |

— Ma noi 6ng Ca nao?

— Ong C4 cyu la ong C& Hoang, Chi-di&n clia minh, ché
éng Ca nao, con khéo hoi dur, -

— Bo khi ngwoi ta di dau do ché | Sao ma biét ong Ca ba
Ca déc cau Tu-Tai di coi vo ? ¥

— Ba Chu ba noi tao méi biét ché, BA & bén heé, 16i ngay
bd qua lai nha ba C& hoai, bd no6i khong chéic hay sao ? |

~- Coi vo & déan ?
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— Nghe noi 6ng Ca ba C4 mudn lam sui v&i Ba-hg Chinh.
— Ba-ho Chinh & déu ?
- () bén Cai-Gifly, nghe no6i 6ng do giau 1on 1dm ma.

C6 Héo nghe noi bao nhiéu do thi ¢é va riét dn cho hét
- ¢chén com, roi bé di udng nwoe, Thim gido Piéu thdly con

~ bira nay én com il, ma sic mit lai c6 nét budn, thi thim lay

lam la, nén li€c mét ngo theo con, Thim dom thdy e¢6 Hao
dirng udng nwoce, ma lai cip mat wot ruot, thi thim phat
nghi, song thim cir ng6i &n com véi hai dira con nho, khong
héi han chi hét,

An com rdi co Hao ¢iing don rira nhw thwrong, nhwng ma
me voi em c6 déu thdy cé6 budn nghi€n, ché khong phéi
twoi cudi nhu treoc.

Vira méi t8i thi co da rat vo ming lign, Thim gido Diéu
mudn ro tinh y cta con, nén doi thiing Hoa véi thing Hiéu
ngu lau roi, thim méi do mung kéu nhé co6 Hao day ra ngoai
cho thim biéu,

Mot cai dén, ngon leo 1ét, dé trén ban, Thim gidao Diéu
ngoi trén van, Co Hao ding dwra cay cot gin do, Ngoai san
ling-1€, trong nha im-lim, chi nghe ti€ng chim-cuc kéu xa-
xa, voi ti€ng thang-ling chéit ludi gin bén vach,

- Thim giao Piéu nhinh con rdi néi réng : « Tir hai chiéu cho
Loi by gitr, ma thdly con co séc buon, Tia con dd mit roi

trong nha chi con c6 mol minh ma, Con c¢é viée gi, con phal
16 cho ma biét, ché sao con gidu, dé budn rieng mot minh ? »

~ Cé Hao dirng nin khe mot hai roi dap réng :

~
- A\h N~

—
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cUd1 GUONG 9

| - - Troi 0i! Thuong lam sao cho dwoc con ! Nguori ta giau
| f- cé lai hoc thi ddu t&i bwre Tu-Tai. Me con minh nghéo-hén
| th(p—thbl (qué, c¢6 thé€ nao ngudi ta ha minh ma cwdicon bao

gio' Con dai qua !

s  — Cau Ta-Tai thé chéc 1dm,
- f

f

— Oi 1 H51 mudn thi cAu the buwén, 1o thé d6 nho nwoe
@b 14 mon, tin lam sao duoc. Cau choc gheo, thé thot voi

oon h3i nao ?

- — Hoi thang c@ly ndm ngoai,

-
'-

- A, lic cau thi dau roi vé & nha do phai hon ?
rl | -— Thua, phai,

- —- Cau noi chuyén voi con hoi nao & dau, sao mA

' khong hay ?

‘ ’-‘f" —-H& bira nao ma di ciy, di git, hodc di xom thi céu
mﬁng, cau cho tién sip nhd lai quan mua banh in, ding

cau o' nha no6i chuvén véi con,

--- Sao con khong noi cho ma hay ?
~—- Con sg' ma riy, nén eon khong dam noi,

Thim gido ehiit lwdi lic diu, ngdi ngAm-nghi mot lat roi
nbl rdng: « Tia con hoi trwde day con hoc chir nho nhiéu,
um than con gai phai gitr trinh-ti€l, sao con dai lim vay?
f-;',l-'-' A.u Tﬂ-Tm mudn con nén chon-gheo ma chm qua duon ’g

e e it § I AT S —— T -y o= - i 2 m
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10 CUdI GUONG

-— Hdi do cau hira voi con chie ldm, Cau noi cdu giau co,
cau khong can cuoi vo giaun lam chi. Cdu hoc gidi roéi, nén
cau quy@t ki€m mot ngwoi vo nghéo, ma hiét nhon-nghia

bi€t chur nho, dé (€ gia noi tro, Cau khinh-khi nha giau lam,

cau thé thot voi con, nén con wmeoi tin cho,

--- Thé thdt sao ma bay gio di coi vo do ?

-— Con s¢ ba Chu nghe th#p-thd réi ba noi phong-chirng

ché khong 18 cau Ta-Tai bd con ma di cwéi vo khac, Méi

cdch may bira ray diy cdu con tinh noi thiét véi 6ng Ca ba
Ca ddng cwoi con, Con chéce hdi chiéu can di dau vé ma
gidp do, cho khong phai di coi vo.

--- Cau ban 4o dai, bit khiin den dang-hoang lim ma,
--- Khong bi&t chirng ngwai ta di dam cwéi dam hoi nao do.

—Co ong CA ba CA di nira ma. Muén xe-hoi di rin ro,
coi moi phii di noi vor lim. Laiba Cht & gin mot bén, b
bi&t rd cong viéc, ba noi khong chice hay sao. |

---Thoi, dé& bira nao con gip cau Tu-Tai, con hoi lai rbn
con moti tin, | :

Thim giao chau may, ldc diu, va noi ring: N&u ong Ca
ba Ca c6 long thwong me con minh, n6éi ma cuwdi con cho
cidu Tu-Tai, thi me con minh c6 phwée bi€t chirng n&o
Ngtit vi cai phuée d6 lon qua nén ma khong dadm mo t!é‘i':
Ma s¢ ldm con o1, s¢ cdu Ta-Tai cdu gat con, rdi con mimg
ti€ng, ma ciing x&u-hd, & xir ndy nira sao dwoe. Thud nay

minh nghéo ché khong nho-bon clia ai, ma tir ngay tia c;.on.. 4
mét dén nay, dd 4 nim rdi, ma ham-hiat nuoi con, cling |

)/
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chiing ¢o ti€ng tam gi, Chuyén con lam day, néu cau Tu-Tai
ewdi con thi ching no6i lam chi, ché n€u ciu bé thi kho 14m.
Tuy vi¢e am-thdm ma xom lang ri€ng chic ho da hay hét,
xiu ho biét chirng nao,

Thim gido noi téi do thi thim khéc dim. Co Héao dirng mot
bén co cung khéc.

Con gai méi 18 tudi, long con thanh-bach nhw dam tuy€l
dong trén danh, tri con vin-vo nhur cum may treo giua troi.
Lai con gai @y & trong chdn thon qué, thud nay lam lu theo
phuwong ruong ridy, chua tirng nghe mot loi xdo-tra, chwa,
tirng thily mot chuyén gian-ta.

Mot cdu thanh-nién, van 1A con nha giau, tir nhé da giao-
du nhiéu tinh, trot 8 nim & hoc tai Saigon, dd n€m gin du
miii mén lat trén tran thé, lai hoc d€n bure Tu-Tai, thuoe nhiéu
cdu khon khéo dé khéu goi long ngwoi, biét nhiéu diéu
phinh-pho d€ ma trong thién-ha,

(x&i nhwr vy ma giip trai nhw vily, thi tai nao giv dam
luy€t kia khéi ldm lem, tai nao niu cum may kia khéi doa
theo vgon gio cho duorc,

Co6 Héo tuy la co6 hoc nho nhiéu it nhung ma ¢o la mot gai
ma&i lon 1én, chon chat thiét tha da tinh da cam, nghe cau
Ta-Tai To-hong-Xwong néi cau trong nha nghéo thi cé tin
lién nhw vay, nghe cdu noi cadu thwrong co thi c6 chic cauw
thiét tinh, c6 nghi Dwrong-Ngoc xuwa & trong nui trong khoai
ma con dwge Thai-Tir ruée vao cung, hudng chi ¢o lam
ruong thi ¢6 dwge Ta-Tai cwrdi lam vo, gAm ciing ching co.
chi trai mét,

Iy
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12 CUOT GUONG

nha giau ma lai hoc gidi bao gior ho cudi con nha nghéo, ho |
<choi ua duwdng roi ho bo, thién-ha ché cuwdi xdu ho, co6 nghe "i |
nhirng 1o &y nhar dao cét ruot. | S A
TN ) B Bﬂ

khiing tréng, di ngang qua cira, ma phia ngoai rao, kéu ho

con gai cua dng ciru Hoong-Ca Hoang, chi ruot cua Tﬂ—Tﬂ

e U G ——

(rall 6 thang nay ¢6 Hao tu tinh voi cdu Ta-tai Xwong, th] i
¢o van ké chiic ¢o 1a vo ciia cdu, béi viy cho nén céd khbng_ 3 i
con gitr ti€t gia, ma co ciling khong ngai ngin ti€ng thl-phi o
Hom nay cd nghe cdu Ta-Tai Xwong di coi vo, tuy ¢6 chwa
chiu tin, song ¢6 biit gigt minh, Lai ¢6 nghe me than riing: |

DPém dy ¢o ngh khong duge, nfim suy nghi hoai, Thiét cdn |
Tua-Tai gat minh hay sao ? N€ucdau bdo minh ma cuéi vo
khac, thi minh phédi xtr tri th€ nao? Pa 3 thang rdi minh
biit dwong kinh-nguyét, phai minh c¢6 nghén hay khong?
My ciau hoi &y lam cho co boi rdi hét sire, khong giai quyét

dwoc mot cau nao hét,

(& {.,fl\ sang roi ma cd chwa nham maét, Co ngbi day di ra
mo cua chuong ma tha ga didn, roi ¢o chdng cira quét nh@,
cap mat trom lo, miit may budn nghién.,

Miit troi d& moce, thim gido Diéu voi hai dira con nhd moi
thire day. Thim gido ngoi trén bo van trueée ban tho chbng

ma in trau, Thiing Hoa voi thing Hia chay chei ngoai. s@n,
con ¢o Hao thi don quét duiri b&p,

" hinh—liuh-c(’) moL nguwdi don-ba miéc db'deh,. choi.r'l. =

riang : (o thim gido & nha do hay khong vay 2 », Thim gj@ﬁ-
lién trd loi: « Co»roi thim ngo ra coi ai hoi, té ra ¢6 To-
hong-Hanh, la vo cta thay Ban-Bién Lam.dax..Lm, von la

‘lu.O'ﬂo' /e J My ¢ o b

B ¥ e



cUOl GUONG 13

. Co Ban-Bién xdm xam di vo cira. Thim gido buéc ra chio
© 1di moi vo uha, Co Ban-Bién ngo quanh-quiit rai héi ring :

— Con nhd ena thim né di dau ?
— Thua, né & dudinha hép.,

~ Thim gido lién kéu : « Hdo a, I1én lay trdu cau cho c6 Ban
~ dnchat, con, » Co Hao dwoi bép bwoc lén, chilp tay xa co.
~ Ban-Bién, roi quél van trdi chi€u va sita soan khbay traw
' cau, Co Ban-Bién ngo tran-lran, miéng chim-chim cudi. Co
~ ngdi trén van roi héi thim gido riing :

~— Con nhd nidm nay miy tuoi?

sq‘  — Thura, n6 18 tudi,

- — (o ché nao di coi hay chua ?

g ~= Thua chua.

e

- — Con no lén rai, coi chd nao phdi thi gi phirt cho no6 co.

E chong ma lam dn, thir con gai dé trong nha lam gi ?

--“'4.' — Thua t6i ¢6 mot minh no la lon, tinh dé cho no gitp do-
tbx it nd m, khong gip gi ga.

— Né€u mudn cho no gitp dd, thi ta ki€m dira nao mo codi

- md clie ta ga bit rg,

| .'.

;.‘_, :

- — Téi nghéo mudn chét, ch¢ phai glau ¢6 gi hay sao nén.
- tinh nuoi ré ?

-~ Ngheo gmu gi lai sa0 ? My nim nay thim lam ruong
m ma kha hay khong ? —
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--- Thuwa, khong kha gi miy, Tir ngay tia bay tré mdt roi,
nhd 6ng ba & trén d& vai chuc cong ruong cho toi lam, néim
nao ciing dwge it chyce gia lia, di miy me con toi &n vay thoi,
ché ¢o6 lam viée gi ddu ma kha,

~- To6i nghe ma téi noi nim nay 18y rugng lai da, khong
ho thim mwén niva ?

--- Thura, tai sao vady ? Nam nao tdi ciling dong da lia
Tudng hét ma ? |

— Tai thim lam mich long ba gia, nén ba gian 18y ruong
1ai ch¢ sao.

- Troi o1, 18y ruong lai, me con toi chét doi con gil Toi
¢6 dam lam gidng gi ddu ma mich long ba ?

—- Bi€t dau, Ma to6i gian thim lam !

---Tai sao ma ba gidn 2 Xin ¢6 lam on néi giim cho t6i
hiét mot chut, n&u thiét toi ¢6 161 thi téi 1én lay ba ma xin 161,

--- Tai lam sao thim bi€t 1dm ché, Thim khéo hoi d6 toi !
-— Thra, thiét toi co bi€t viéc gi dau.

- Thiét khong biét hay sao ? Téi noi giim cho thim biét,
tai thim ru qu&n thiing em 161, #én ma toi gidn thim do.

— Troidat oi! Téi ru quén cau Ta-Tai hoéi nao dau?

‘Thiét la oan cho toiqua !

— Thim rit quén thiing em t6i cho con nhd thim, con kéu

©an noi gi ? Ma toi hay hét, thim dirng co6 chdi.

-— Thiét tirc ch&t di! MAy thang nay cdu cha-lét t&i nba

|
' i
'
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CUd1 GUONG 15

hoai, 16i so mang 1i€ng mang tam xdu ho, ma t6i khong dam

%6 dubi cau, toi lo hét sire, chd 161 nao co ra quén bao gio !

-— Ma 16i noi : thim thily thiing em té1giau co ma lai hoc
gidi, thim beo nhan séic cia con nhd thim ma lam cho no
mé, diing no dirng cwédi vo, dé 18y con thim cho thim nho,

© —— Xdlu hé biét ching nao ! Troi dit i1

Thim giao Bidu va then va tire, nén thim khoc ngay, khong
bigt 1oi chi ma cii. Co Ban- Bién dé cho thim khoc mot hsi,
rdi ¢ moi noi ring : « Thoi, thim dirng co khoc nira, dé linh
tri ma lo tinh viéc nha, To6i noi thiét cho thim bi€t: ma toi
gian thim lim, ma 16i nhirt dinh lay ruong lai ma con biéu
lang tong lﬁp th€¢ b6 th thim ntra, Toi nghi thay giao hoi

rude dn O Le-t€ véi xom riéng, con thim thud nay ciing thiét

tha, boivay toi thwong; nén 61 ndn-ni xin ma to6i dirng

f;."co lam thiét hai thim toi nghiép, dé toi rday thim va duoi
i

~ linh v&i con Hao do, latai hai dira no 1én lam bay nhu vay,

thim ra cho khdi xt ndy thi thoi, Nho toi can gian hét sire,
nén ma t6i moi diu hot, Toi van bidt viée thiing em toi tw

- cho thim dai gi ma mong em 16i cwréi con Hao hay sao, nén

b N

i quén, Toi biet hai diva no lam bay thim khong hay, ché

~ néu thim hay, khong lé thim dé nhuw vay bao gio »,

Thim giao thé dai ma 1161 ring :

—-Cd noi mﬁy loi do thiét la cong-binh. To6i lam me, co 1y
nao 161 xudi giuc con téi hur ma lam chi?

- --- Phai, hudng chi em t6i n6 ¢o6 18y con Hio, thi bt qua

~ choi qua duong, ché lam vo chong gi dwoe ma xudi giue,
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— Thua phdi. T4i dai gl ma khéng biét nhw vy, Cau Ta-THi
nhw vang nhw ngoc, edncon tdi nhwr bin nhur déit, c6 xirng
dang gi ?

--- Théi bay gior mudn cho ém, ma toi khéi gidn, ma thim
cling khdi x8u ho, thi thim lam gidly ban h&t nha cira do dae
cho toi ; 161 cho thim vai trim ddng bac, roi thim dic con di
xtt khac 1y bac d6° lam vdn mua ban lam #@n, Téi thweng
thim lam, (6i mudn elru thim, nén toi maéi tinh nhuw vay dé.
Thim nghi coi dwoe hay khong ?

Thim gi4o ngdi ngdm nghi mot hoi rét lau rdi thim tra
10 réing : .

— (6 thuwong me con tdi, ¢6 tinh gitm nhw vay tién lim,
Ngit vi toi di, toi b4 mo ma ctia cha me toi va clia cha siip
nho lai khong ai coi soc, thi toi dau long qua, '

— Co hai gi! Ai ddo birng di ddu ma sg. D& d6 toicoi |

chirng cho,

- Co thwong, ¢o gitp toi nhw vy nira, thi me con toi cam
on co biét chirng nao. '

— Nhur toi cho thim tién, roi thim tinh di dau, n6i cho 16l
nghe thir coi ? ,

— Bay gio toi co biét di dau, O trong hat Biic-Liéu ndly téi
khong co bacon véiai hét, To6i c6 mot thang em & Saigon.
Hom TE€t no co goi tho xub’ng'lhém toi, noé noi né lam thiy
thude, mwén ph & Khanh-Hoi, Nhar toi 6 di, thi 1én do dim
dau voi no, cho bidt di dau. Lai & Saigon c6 1€ mua
ban duoe, .
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| ; == Thim tinh nhuw vay thi hay ldm. Saigon la cho d6 hoi,
 thim co v@n chiit dinh 1én d6 & mua ban, may troi ngo lai
| thim lam giau dwoe, cho & raong co the€ nao ma khéa noi,
Thoi, trea chiéu gi thim 1én nha t6i lam gidly ban nha cira di,
roi 16i chong bac cho,

Hai ngudi no6i chuyén toi do, k€ c6 Hao trong budng birée
 ra, co tinh tdo nhw thwong, khong buon khong kboc, ¢ cui
a Au x4 ¢6 Ban-Bién va noiriing : « Thwa co, ndy gio co noi
- chuyén voi ma 10i, toi ngoi trong buodng, song toi nghe du
‘?aél, Cé noi ba trén nha gidn ma toi sao ra quén cau Ta-Tai
cho t6i, nén ba quy€l 1y ruong lai va bo th ma toi. Co
, thwong ma téi, nén co can-gian ba, va co bav cho ma toi
| * ban nha roi dic con di xir khac ma &, cho khdi bi oa va khoi
~ xilu hd. Thuwa o, co thuwong co chi cai hai va cd bay cai loi
" cho ma 16i nhw viy, thicai on cia co6 lon khong biét bao
._;lghléu. Song toi xin té thiét voi co it déu, cho co rd chd
; ung oan, Tuy me con téi nghéo hén, c¢o bira triwede thigu

bn'a sau, nhirng ma me con toi ciing bi€t dau la hw, dau
R nén, chd nao xdu, chd nao tdt, co6 1é nao ma L6i nho-
nhop d&n ndi ding than phan chia con dé lam mi€ng moi
i ma cau trai giau ddng ki€m gao. Thwa co, toi la gai huw,
in& con dam chwong mit ra bién-bach nhu viy, thiétla
fﬁl bao gan lam, Nhung vi tai ¢ khéi ddu, nén toi khong
thé nin dwoe, toi phdi té h€t moi viéc cho co rd ai ngay ai

gian, , . »
v

| Thim gido khoat tay noi rﬁng K Thoi, ba Cz’i 1:‘1 bll'(‘ hdn

-

- g —
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Co Ban-Bién cudi va noirding: « Thay no, dé coi n6 nél 3
gidng gi cho, sao thim lai can ? Noi di em chuyén sa@daa.

em, noi cho qua nghe thir coi ».

Co Hao nghiém sic midl ma noi ti€p léng « Tor ng&y Ow

Ta-Tai thi ddu vé & nha, cdu ctr 1an la xudng nha toi ma choi |

hoai, hé bira nao ma toi di khoi, thi cau lai cha 18t & cd budi,

He khong co ai thi cau choe gheo toi, Toi so nguoi ta cheé |
cudi, 101 ndn ni xin cdu dirng co lam nhu vy, Cau kﬁbng bt
nghe loi, cling eir xudng hoai, khi thi ki€ém loi noi choi, khi |

thi lam by ding co quel, Mol bira cdu néi voi Loi réing e&n
thuong toi lidm, thwong d€n n6i bira ndo khong thﬁy miil 161

T .

thi cau dn ngu khong duwge; can quy€t thé€ nao cdu ciing phin L

cuwoi o1, ché caun khong thém noi ndo khae, Toi nghe cau

noi nhu vay, 16i moino6i phan t6i ngheo hén, khong xing
lam vo cdu, Cau noi vo ehdng qui an-tinh nhon nghia, ché

khong phii qui tai viren ruong bac tign, Con gai nha giau |

déu coi bac tién trong hon nghia, ngoai méec quin ao loé-leg "

deo hot xoan sang loa, ma é6c¢ tréng lbng, bung den thuoi,
cau thdly cdu ghét lim, Ong ba giau c6, ma sanh c6 mot
minh cau 1a trai, b€ nao cdu cling c6 ciia sén, cdu chﬁngcﬁn
phai ki€¢m vo giau lam chi, T ngay ciu thi ddu roi cdu nhﬁ't

dinh cuéi con gai nha ngheo, boi vive nghéo no mai thuwor
moi trong cdu, ma cdu giau ciu cwdi con nha ngheo, thi cﬁﬁ

dwoe phuoce dire giup dé mot gia dinh khoi cure khd, Tuy cﬁu | l,.

noi nghe phii nghia, song toi so khong hi¢p véi thei thuo'ng
bi vay toi co noi lai voi cau riing diu cau thu'o'ng toi cau
khong né giau ngheéo, ma bigt éngba c6 chiu nhu' vﬁy hav

",
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o f - b bag Cau nm cudivo la cudi cho cdu, cho khongphaicwrdicha
W& Lén sng ba, boi viy cau danh chd nio thi ong ba phdi cuéi cha
« é chér ép cau sao dwroe, B&i ciu noi nhu vay ma cdu lai the

$ | 1116t ning ldm, nén t6i méi tin: ma (oi thily ycau thiét
iy | ‘(hu'o'ng toi qua, nén téi moi wng cdu, My thing nay toi sor
b amd toi riy, nén toi khong dim cho ma t6i hay. Ma toi c6
‘bift viée chi ddu ma noi ma toi ru quén, Viéc niy tai cﬁu

e n-Tai hét thay ».

Cb Ban-Bién cudi ngft va noi riing: « Thir con trai,
htrng né mudn thi n6 noi ¢d mang, sao em dai em tin lam
i 2 Lam sao ma no ewoi em cho dwoc »,

CO Hio chung-hirng, ngo ¢d Ban-Bién trén trin ma
Moi ring :

f
r - — Cau the voi toi niing lam, cdu n6i néu cau gat roi bo

" %61 thi Troi dat hm cau ngheo mal dirng ¢c6 hot com ma an.
iy
{'.. B —. O, trai gai thé véi nhan nhu nwoc d6 14 mon, in chiun

‘Vﬁo didu ma tin! N6 thé véiem nhuw vdy ma em nghi coi
am sao d€n ndi né ngheo khong co com ma in ?

!.
- -

- Thtra ¢d, toi nghe nguwoi ta n6i hom qua cau Ta-Tai di
; rvo' khong bi€t ¢6 thiét nhw vay hay khong ?

i " - . C6 cho. No di coi vor hom qua,
ﬁ — TQJ ong ba ép cau, hay 1a (v ¥y cdu mudn di coi vo ¢

-;- R 7 nghe ngwdri ta khen con clia d6ng Ba-Ho Chinh bén
‘Eéx-Glﬁy ngo, nén no bidu déc no dicoi do da. No thily comn
ﬁ@B d6 coi bi) no vira y 18m, |

L ~
, .-‘:.'-.s-‘ .
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Co6 Hao chau may xanh miit, ding tran tran, khong nos

-—

¥ s

duwoc ntra. Co6 Ban-Bién bi€t c6 Hao nghe Tu=Tai Xuong |

cwdi vo khac thi dau don trong long lam, song ¢6 mudn ding
cai gini nuwrong dé ma dot phirt mut ghé mot lin cho tuyét,
bdi vy c6 chdm rai noi ring : « Qua did co noi voi em, diw

no c¢6 thwong em cho miy di nita, cing khong thé lam vo-
chdng dwoc. Ong voi ba gét 1dm, doi nao ma chiu nhw vay.,

Thoéi, em dirng c6 budn, diu em dai em co6 thirong 16 no di
nira, thi em cting nén quén no di, dé ki€m chong khae xirng
doi vira Itra ma lo lam an »,

Co Hao thd dai mot cai ma dap rfing : « Vide da 1o roi.
tdi 18y chong khac sao duoc !y

C6 Ban-Bién chiim-chim cuéi ma noi réiing ;
— Sao lai khong dt{'qc ? Em gia ca gi hay sao?
— Tré rdi! Téi ldy cdu Tu-Tai c6 chira di duwoce 3 thang

roi, ai thém nira ma mong ldy chong !
(6 Ban-Bién nghe mdy loi &y thi bién sfic, day qua ngo
thim gido Diéu, khong bi&t noi sao dwoe, Thim gido cling

chét di€n trong long, hai hang nuwoe mét chidy rong rong.

khong dé sir nho-nhudce ctia con dén nong ndi dy, Thim tham
r?mg « N€u con c6 chira oan, thi phdi bé xir ma di mau mau,
o ddy x&8u hd qua, & nira sao dwoe, Toi nghi thiét toi phlén
cau Ta-Tai qua; me con t6i & #n yén-on hét sire, ham cau voi
ma cdu bao hai me con t6i phdi khgn kho nhu viy. »

(6 Ban-Bién thiy viéc cang thém kho thi ¢o bét noéi giong
€ao giong thip nira, ¢6 no6i nhd nhd voi thim gido ring -
« Thoi viée dd 1& roi, thim cing chﬁng nén phién, May lok

:

_, bwll'
£ 1 i

i
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hhﬂ

.
f i St ?‘_“.




Q CUOl GUONG 21

~ thim méi noi d6 phai ldm. Co nhwr vAy thi thim cin phai di
<ho mau mau méi duwoe, dé toi cho thém mot triim ntra, 1a
- ba triim, diing nuo6i con, Trwa hay la chiéu thim 1én nha, toi
bicu thiing bién no6 lam gidly gitim cho, roi ling tay ldy bac.
- Bay gior t6i vé, thim nhé trira 1én nghe hon ».

Lé Ban-Bién noi duet 1o roi ¢6 dirng day, tinh di Ve,
Co Héo buoe toi hdi ring :

- — Thuwa c¢o, ¢o tinh thi 300 dong bac déng dudi me con toi
- xa khoi xir ndy cho cdu Ta-Tai ranh chwn ma curéi vo hay sao?

b - — Khong phai dudi. Vi qua thdly thim gido qua thuong,
g nén qua bay nhw vy diing ctru danh gia cho thim ché. Con

- wiée qua tinh cho thim 300 dong bac, dy la qua mudn giap
von cho thim déang toi xir khac mua ban lam éan. Qua lam
“on, ma sao em lai hoi x6c hong qua ?

.|  — Thua, tuy phan toi nghéo hén, song t6i khong thé 1dy

$ tign nhw vay duoe, Cau Tu-Tai thé thdt voi téi, cdu hira
, ~" che‘ic diun th€ ndo cda cling cuwdi to6i lam vo, Toi phdi & day
| 16i cho cdu cudi toi, cho toi khong di dau hét,

,
t

— Em noi hoi liéu mang nhir vdy sao duoc.,
- — Thua, toi«tin 1o cdu Ta-Tai, ché khong phdi toi
liéu mang, ’
- Co Ban-Bién ng6 thim gido, y mudn cdy thim phan gidi
- vundy, Thim gido bén noéi véi con réing :

- ——Con diungco né6i bdy ma mich long c6 Ban-Bién la
~ buc trén truede. Con co chira rdi, con & lai d&v thnén-ha ché
cuoi, & sao duwoc ma &.
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~— Ma c6 so x@u thi ma di mot minh, d@ con & lai day,_ \ T
J lc
~—- Dirng c¢6 noi ky cue nhur vay con, Xéu hd 1a tai con. ", ! ].

Con phai di ma tranh ti€ng, chd® ma di ma con & thi cﬁng E
nhur khong, ma di lam chi, '

u
i

— Ma mudn cho con di thi phéii eho con géip miit cdu Tu- f
T ai. Chirng nao giap mét con ma cdu noi cdu khong thu'o'ng
con nira, cAu bd con ma cwdi vo khéae, thi con bd xir ma di | .
lién, khong thém xin mot dong tién cia ai hét, ‘f‘f

— CAu di noi vo, tire thi cdu bd con rdi, Gin phai g:ap

mit lam chi, g

% t
S |
- .
L3

‘
1
1

— Thwa ma, vi treée kia cdu mudn 1y con, cAu noi voi |

con nhiéu loi lim. By gio n€u cdu tinh b con, thi cAu cung ‘
phai gidp mit con, ma bd con, thicon di lién,

i

Thim gido voi ¢o6 Ban-Bién nhin nhau, hét biét loi chi mitf"
phan gidi ndra. C6 Ban-Bién méi néi riing : «Viée nha cta
thill‘l,,lhi thim liéu. Thim tinh 1é ndo roi cho toi hay. Viéc titn |
hac t6i hira voi thim d6 thi toi nhé 161 luon luén. Thoi, toi |
ki€ua thim toi' v&, Con con Héo, em phdi suy nghi lai, ems
chiing nén nong nay noi bay ba khong dé gi dan »,

Co Ban-Bién noi dirt loi roi buée ra cira di lién,

: i ;
Ong cuu HuonO-c:'iTo—hbng—Hoang da dwge 58 tubn 101, Vo' '\ ‘
chdng ong thud nay chuyén co mot nghé nong ma lém gn&u 1 |
Ong c6 ruong dit & vé lang Hoa-Binh voi Vinh-MS' mbi nim
fgdp hué loi chirng 12 ngan gla Hom dhu ndm ndy o6ng m(n g
mua thém mot s& dit 200 miu & du'a kmh Quﬁn—LQ’ g’:&

‘ngan dong.

; k
o
3 ‘:'
b
1
’ ,'



¥ Thod nay vo chdng ong sanh ¢6 2 ngudi con ; ngudi gai lon,
) ~ 1én la To-hdng-Hanh, ga cho thity Ban-Bién Lim-dai-Loi, 8y
| 1a ng:rm minh da thily lai nha thim giao Piéu ma no6i chuyén
do6 ; con nguoi trai nho, tén la T(’)—hono—\u'orng, nam ndy da
N | 'dquc 22 tudi, hoc c6 biing Tu-Tai, may thang nay thi dau
| roi vé & nha choi, R

: Ong cou Huong-cd Hoang la nguoi chon chft hoa-nuwdong,
| & trong lang (‘hﬁng hé ong mich long ai, ma toi to trong nha
~ 0ong ciing ching riy la dira nao ; con ba CAa thilanh loi nong
. iy, ham noi ham gay, lai wa ciy the cay than nén ta-dica
~ ta-thé deu so ba khi€p via, B&i vor chong tanh y nhu vay,
~ nén cai quyén lam cha trong nha & noi tay ba, cho khong
~ phai & noi 6ng, mé1 viée gi ba cling liéu dinh, 6ng khong
1 Dbigt chi hét,

i hong-Thi¢n, lam chirc Hurong-sw, nha cira & tai chau-thanh
- Béc-Liéu, Ong Huong-sw Thién niim niy méi 40 tudi, thud
"{:T_:-nay () chong khong c6 con nhurng ma giau béing hai 6ng Ca
- Hoang, nguoi ta don 6ng thuong thuong co trong tia sit dén
| _»";-:-{l_lai ba chyec muén bac miit, Vo chong 6ng én choi phong liru
~ lim, nha ¢6 sfim xe-hoi, ma lai c6 muwon toi 2 nguwoi ndu do
‘::_ “an, mot ngedi ndu do tay, mot ngwoi ndu do tau ding trd
- bira an cho ngon mléng.
,. : Bira nay vor chdng Huwong-sur Thién budn, nén budi som
3 f‘-"mm dn do ot 1ong roi, moi Ién xe-hoi chay xugng Lang-Dai
1 . ma lhim anh.
: Thud nay ba Cd khong ua ba Huong-sw, con éng Ca thi
€0 tanh it-oi, bhoi vy vo chong Hwong-swr toi nha thi vor

Ong cun Huong-cd Hoang co mot nguoi em tén la To-

,if'\

chbng ong Ca chao héi lot lat nhu nguoi dung, ché khong
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niém-nd cho 1dm, Tuy vdy ma vo chong Huong-swe khong
cau chiip, gitr mot long cung kinh anh chi di 1€ luén luon,
W Tu-Tai To-hong-Xvong duwong & trong budng, nghe noi co
cha thim xudng thiam thi buée ra chao,

Huong-sw Thién thély chau thi hoi réng :

— Chau thi dau r6i, bay gio chaa tinh lam viée gi ? Di hoc
nira, hay la xin vo Nha-nwée ma lam viée,

— Thwa, ma chau biéu & nha ma coi s6c rugng nwong,

khong mudn cho chau di hoc nira, ma ciing khéong chiu cho
chau di lam viéc,

— Chi CA tinh nhu vy cling phdi, Nha ¢6 mot minh chaun
la trai, hoc t&i bue do ciing da roi, di hoc thém nira ma lam
gi. Con nha minh da &n, ché phai thidu thdn gi hay sao, nén
phai di lam viée, Théi, chau lo cuwdi vo roi gitip dé cha me
trong viéc ruong nwong thi t3t hon, May thang nay chéu vé
nha, viy ma chau co tinh di coi vor chd nao hay chua?

Tu-Tai Xwong chwa kip trd 1o, thi ba Ca hot ma dap réng:
__ Hom qua toi voi cha no déc di coi con gai Ba-Ho Chinh
& bén Cai-Gidy, -
' Ba-Ho Chinh toi biét, Ngudi do giau lim.

_ Thiét giau lim ma ! Qua thiy mily lim lia #i ghé. Nghe

n6i mdi nim thau gop gi té&i cd trim ngan gia khong biét,

— Co ché, Ba-Ho Chinh giau ¢6 danh ma, Sao, chi coicon

nhé do dwoc hay khong ?




CrYt GUONG 2D

-:-Bquc l&dm, Con nhd Xirng voi thiing Xwong qua, dé
- thuong khong bi€t chirng nao.

i - —Coi th& ho chiu gi hay khong ?
="

— Sao lai khong chiu ! Ho thily minh qua, ho niém né hét
stre, ho ddi mot bira com han hoi qua. Thiing Xwong ma né
lot vo nha do, thi ngay sau tién bac n6 lam gidng gi cho hét,
no giau hon chia noé ntra a,

- Hai vor chong Hurong-swr ngo nhau ma cuoi.

,! Ba Ca tuong Hwong-sw khong tin loi ctia ba, nén ba noi
:« idp rang:

E; - — Thiét chéd | Giau bue do ma co 4 dira con, sau chia ra,
- ré ldnh mot phin ciung bon ché. Hudng chi con nhd minh
- ¢0i do la con ut, vor chong 6ng Ba-Ho cweng lim, thiing Xuwong
%véo do ter nhién phai no hon sép kia.

‘ ~ -~ Chi danh con nhd do roi, con anh Ca chiu hay khong ?

- Ba Ca ciing hot ma trd 1o réing: «Sao lai khong chiu
‘~; hiu hay khong tu noi t6i, cha n6 16i thoi lam, dng co bi&t
- gidng gi dau, Heé toi chiu thi tw nhién dng chiu ».
Huong-sur Thién chbm chim cudi nira va day lai hoi Tua-
Tai Xwong ring :
- -~ Con chau coi ¢con nhd d6 chau danh hay khong ?
---Thura, danh,

- —-Né, vo chdng la viéc trim ném ctia chau, vay chau c6
e quyén chon lra. Chau phdi suy nghi cho k¥ ché hd cuwi ve
| 20i, thi chau khong dwoc ché bai chi hét da,

- ——
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—- Thtra, chau danh chd do. i ‘
Huwong-sw Thién giic dfin roi noi véi ba Ca riing: « Chan
n6 danh roi, vay anh chi cdy mai noi voi dang gai nhw ho | 1
chiu ga, thi minh bwoéc toi va xin cho cwédi phirt eho réin, "

Ba Ca& dap riing: « Téi ciing tinh lam rat, hé ho gi thi lo.s °
xin cho cudi lién »,

A
~‘.

NP S e

Co6 Ban-Bién Hong-Hanh vuwng 161 me, nén buoi som moi
&y co xudng nha thim gido Diu ki€m chuyén ma dudi me
con thim gido di phit, ding Ta-Tai Xuong cudi vo cho ém, M l
Co tudng con nha nghéo thuong so quyén thé, ham hac
tién, hé¢ minh ham doa r6i cho lién, thi mudn khi€n bé nae |
cing duwge, chidng de ¢o giip ¢6 Hio, ¢é nghe nhiing 101 nho- |
nhoi thiét-tha ma cirng ¢éi, lam cho ¢é chung hirng roi boi- |
rdi trong long, béi vay eo tinh tré 1én noi cong chuyén lai "-
cho me nghe, di doc duong c¢o coy lo, lo la lo noi ¢6 Hio |
co chiva, Co lon-ton bwoe vo cira, thiy vor chong Hu'o'ng-su' 1
Thién thi co mirng va noi ring : « May dir hon t Co chi thim
xudng day ! Toi dwong tinh xin ma téi moi chi thim xnﬁng
ma noi cong viéc nha, may chwa moi ma cha thim xuﬁng,
thi xong qua ».

Huong-sw Thién le miéng héi réing :
--- Chau mudn maoi chiu ma noi chuyéh gi ? 3
--- Noi chuyén thing Tu-Tai ddy ma. No lam 10n-x0n quar

Yba C& khong mudn cho vo Chbng Hu'ong-su' ’l‘hlén higt 5
viée Ta-Tai Xuong tw tinh voi con thim gido Piéu, b&l vay
ba chan ¢6 Ban-Bién ma néi ring :
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- —=- Niy gio ma ¢6 noi chuyén cho cha con hay roi, Chi
| - con bi&t 6ng Ba-Ho Chinh, chi noi 6ng thiét giau lom, chi
¢ E 6% 161 ma cuoi pht cho rai.

- === Cuwoi gidng gi du'oc ! Cong viée cham nham, phai tinh
lém sao cho ém roi sé cwoi cho,

-—- E 1 Nhiéu chuyén thi thoi | Viéc tdm bay hoi ndo ma lo_
-—= Khbng lo sao duge, ma ?

f‘ v ----Th1 minh dudi no6 di, c6 ta-t€ 1im thi cho it cbuc dong
| bac chuyén gi do ma phai lo.

--- Troi 61 { Ma noi nghe dé nhw choi | Viée kho ldm da
. mi, ché khong phii dé dau,

g
il  =--Kho gidng gi ? N6 noéi lan chéan, ta 1am cho no & tu cho.

e
. L
(l '..
a

uf
m,

Hmmg-sw Thién nghe hai me con ba Ca cai ldy, 6ng mudn
blét coi viéc gi dau ma nguoi noi kho, ké ll()l dé, nén ong hoi

rﬁng « Viée gi dau vay ?»

g ! Ta-Tai Xueng nghe chia xen vo ma héi, thi cdu bét di
| vO budng.

~ Co Ban-Bién ngdi tai goc van, gin ba Huwong-sw, roi day
qua ma noi véi Horong-sw riing : « Viée clia thiing Tu-Tai day,
- choco vide gi dau, May sén c6 chu thim xu8ng day, d& chau
| ﬁ t6 hét cong chuyén cho chi thim nghe réi ba con minh li¢u
~dinh coi phai lam sao by gio, Thﬁng Ta-Tai vé & nha miy
ﬂiﬁug nay né nhe trai gai véi con thim giao Biéu, No choi lén
| chau khong hay, ma cha voi ma chau ciing khong dé, chér
k - phdi minh biét thiaidé n6 lam ky cuc nhw vay. Hom sia
| soan di cei vor cho no, ba Chua & mot hén day ba 1én cho ma
- dhan hay, Ma ohau kéu hoi n6 chiu ¢6, né noi busn nén choi
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qua duwong, khong quan-hé gi. Ma chau gian thim gido Piéu '

ri quén viéc khong t8t, nén biéu chau dudi me con thim di
cho roi. Hoi nfly ddy chau xudng nha thim gido, chau riy
thim, thi thim than troi trach dat, thim noi oan-ire, thim
khong hay chuyén gi h&t, Chau mudn cho xuéi viée, nén chau
ham he thim cho thim s¢, rdi chau do ngot biéu thim lam

.gidy ban nha etra cho chau ding chau cho thim vai trim dong

bac lam vdn di xir khae mua ban lam #n, Nha cira ctia thim
thi khongra gi, ma théi, minh mudn ém chuyénnén cho
thim chit dinh cho vui long. Thim chiu, thim tinh n€u chaa
cho thim tién thi thim déec con 1én Saigon ma nwong dua véi
em thim, Ngit con nho do6 n6 khong chiu di, n6 noi thang
Tu-Tai c6 thé-thdt bé nao cling cudi né6 ma lam vo, chirng
nao thing Ta-Tai gidp mil noi voi no rdng bo n6 ma cudi
vo khac, thi n6 moi chi di, song dithi n6 khong thém lay
mot su chia ai h&ét, Chau tedng né mudn lam kho, nén dé no

-

. ma cho thém mot {rim nira 1a ba trim. N6 nhut dinh khéong

chiu, n6 nai phdicho no giap mit véi thing Tu-Tai, chirng
nao thang Tu-Tainoi bé no thi no mai chin di. No Liéu mang
anhuwu vay, bay gio' minh _bié’t lam sao ? »

Ba Ca chau may noéi rang :

-—- Chuyén gi ma phai cho 300 dong bac ? Bac dau ma cho
uong vy ? Tu-t€ 1dm thi cho mot hai chuc vy théi ché.

--- Con khéng phdi dai ddu ma a, Chuyén kho lam,

— Kho gidng gi ? No dam lam gi sao ? N6 né6i lon-xon ta
1Jam né & th ruc xwong cho,

— No khong noi lon-xon gi hét, né & d6 ma beo triré¢c méit

minh hoai minh chiu sao noi,
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. — Aima cho n6 & trong dit niia,

3

- — Ma khong cho &, thi n6 dé nha qua cat dat nguoi khéc
ma & lai cang xfu hd nita, Pay khong co ai la, chi thim 1a
nguoi trong than, nén con noi thiét cho cha voi ma biét.
Con nhé do ldy thiing Ta-Tai n6 c6 nghén rvi.

— Sao con bidt ?

— N6 khai thiét voicon ring né ¢6 chira duwoc ba thang,

| ( ma con coi lwdng mao no thiét ¢o chura da, ché khong pha;
l\ no noi doi dau,

- N6 co chita thay ké no ché, Con gai dai lay trai thi
’ chlu ai biét dau,

s\.

ehlrng 6 dé con roi no beo hoai, di gai con mit minh, ma

] 'l'l.ll vo thiing Ta-Tai n6 hay rodi lam sao.

§ -Ba ca nghe noi 1o cai co6 d6 ba h&t noi nira dwge, Con
F ong CA thi ngoi hat thude, bo tw nhién, dwong nhu khong
’nghe chuyén chi hét,

g C6 Ban-Bién méi hoi Huwong-sw Thién riing :

- — Bay gior plai linh lam sao chi? Con nhé d6 né noj
s chirng niao thing TG-Tai giap mit noi voi no riing khong
thém no nita thi no di lién, di ma khong thém xin mot dong
su, Chau mu@n biéu thﬁna Tu-Tai xu6ng noi phirt it tiéng-

' iﬂ ling no di cho ranh, lam nhu vay duwoe hon chi ?

— Chau noi con nhd do6 1a con ctia thim giao Diéu. Thim
8iao Dicu nao & dau ? Phai vy chia thiy Ding-phi-Piéu hai

L

; ‘ e day chir nhe va hdt thude do hay khong ?

-—- Phai roi | Do hu l&y trai co6 chitra thi chiu, Ma n6 & day,

i
N -y -~ .
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— Thura, phai a.

— Hdi chwa cuoive chi ¢o hoe chir nho véi thiy hon,
ot nidm, Thay ch&t roi ma ?

— Thuwa, ch&t dd bdn ndim nim nay,
— Vo con thiy bay gior & dau ?

— O dudi diin xom day,

— Lam ngh€é gi ma an?

— Thuwa, muén rugng cia ma chiun diy ma lam, mdéi niim
i¢é it chuc gia lta me con an voi nhau,

Huwong-sw Thién gic dau, ngdi suy nghi mot hoi lau, réi
ngo6 guanh-qudt ma hoi 1é’mg « Thiing Tu-Taino di dau

mat ol 2 »

Co Ban-Bién kéu om-som,

Tu-Ta1 Xwong & trong budng thing-thang buwée ra. Huwong- ;
swr Thién kéu va bién rang: « Lai day cha héi mot chat, chéau,
Sa0? Ny gior chi Hai chau noi do, ma ¢6 thiét nhw vay hay
khong ? Chi Hai chau n6i chau mudn con gai cua thim giao
Picu, chau thé thst bé nao chau ciing cudi no, chaa &n nﬁm
véi no nén noé co nghén rod phai nhu vay hay khong ? »

Ta-Tai Xwong l6n-1én dap nho nho réng: « Thura phii, »
Hueng-sw chau may hoi nita ring :

— Bay gior chau con thwong con nhé do, chau muﬁn cudi
no hay khong ? '

— Thuwra, thuwong thi thwoug, chd cudi lam vor sao diing.

— Thuong thi phii cwéi lam v, cho tlm'cmg ma sao l@i
<ol khong dang ?



== Thua, chau thwong thi choi qua dudong vay thoi, ché con
nbﬁ nghéo, lai n6 qué-mua qua, cwot coi ky, cudi sao dang,

; ~ — Chau ¢6 thé thgt, hira lam vo ching voi nguoi ta
y khong ?

— Tlhara co, Ma thé bay ba, ¢6 #in chiu cho nao dau, No sor
ma chéau lai nghe 161 chau lim, P& chau xu8ng chau biéu no
mot tidng thi no di khoi xir nily lien,

~  — Chan o nfim véi nguoi ta di co chwa roi, béy gior chau
inh bo ngudi ta hay sao?

— Thua, vay cho cuéi no lam vo sae duoce ?

)

— Vay ché sao chau lai thé that voi no ?

~ — The choi, ¢6 quan-hé gi,

— Tai chau thé, nén no tin, n6 méi lay chau, Bay gior chau
| b6 no thi té ra chau gat—gﬁm no, Cai do khong t&t dau chau,
,': 13 khong (8t ma lai 4c nira. Con nha ngheéo & dong qué mua,
chau gidu c6 ma lai hoc giéi nira, Chan ding moi mi€ng du

{ dd twe tinh voi ngudi la ¢6 nghén roi chau bo, lam nhw vay
thiil dirc lim, a chéu,

- Pa-Tai Xwong dirng nin khe, khong tra loi nira duoe,

Ba C4 thay vy ba mé1 noi ring : « Vay ché con cuaa toi
2 w\r vang nhu ngoc bay gior chit bidu no prii di cuon do dn

| o Ay nhw con ctia con me gido Diéu do6 hay sao? Co ciu gi
au m& that dire 2 Con gai hw, thily trai no trét thi n6 chiu,

ip gi dén minh mA lo, »

(
l

Hu'o'ng-su' Thién cudi ma dap ring: « Xin 161 chi, dé em
01 cho chi nghe, (F doi qui la nhon nghia, qui la phwoe dire,
b‘ khOng phdi gidu hay la sang ma qui dau, Chau no cho,
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cho khong quy€t vo chong gi, song no da lay con eiia

thim gido Piéu ¢o6 chita, Cai d6 c6 1€ ciing tai troi khi€n nhir
vdy. Em xin anh vo1i chi hay tudn theo mang troi, dimg co
lo tinh cwéi v nao khac cho chau, nén cwdi con cua thim

giao Piéu cho no thi phdi hon. Anh véoi chi giau c6 ma cha

cO mot ngudi con gai, mot ngudi con trai ma théi, Anh voi
chi doi rach gi hay sao nén ciin phai ki¢m dau cho gian ma

nho, Hudng chi bay gio' ddu minh da c6 nghén sin ré, cwdi |
vé it thang thi c6 chan noi ma bong, khong vui hay sao.
Giau hay ngheéo la tai Troi, chfing néﬁthﬁy giau ma ham, con |

thay nghé¢o ma phu, C6 nhiéu ngwdi giau ma trong it ndm
roi tro ra ngheéo con co ngudi nghéo ma nho troi nguwrot ta
tr&> nén giau, bi&t chirng dau, Anh chi ¢6 con chau it, cin
ldy nhon dirte ma & doi ding sanh con dé chau cho nhiéu,
Thay gido Bang-phi-Diéu hoi trude ciing la nguoi (w-1€,

nghéo song ¢o6 18 nghia,chéd khong phai la con do6 cwdp dang |

gi. Anh chi cwéi con ctia thay giao Diéun cho thiang Ta-Tai thi

anh chi dwoc mfy cai phii ndy: 1* ciru danh-gid mot nguoi

con gai khoi bi nho-nhudt 2°1am cho thing Tu-Tai khoi mang
toiac, 3-duge thién-ha khen riang minh khong tham pha phu
bin. Vay em khuyén anh chi phai nghe loi em, diing bay
gior khoi li€ng thi-phi, ma mgay sau ciing khoi mang qua-béo,
Em noi can 1o, néu minh b con nhé do, nhwe n6 thitt tinh

that chi, no tu van no chét, thi cai ac cia minh 16n biét bao _':-.

nhi¢u. Xin anh chi phai xét lai, »

Ong CA noi xui-xi riing: «Con n6 mudn dau thi minh cwoi
do, cho biét 1am sao bay gio.» -

Ba Ca tron mét noi lon riing: « Ong biét gi ma xen vo.

Minh lam cha me, minh phéi dung vo gd chdng cho con, n6i | |
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- nhu ong vay sae duoce, Toi nhiet dinh cwdi con gai clia ong
~ Ba-Ho cho thiing Xwong toi khong thém con nao khac hét, .,

{i 6 1dy ai dau no co chira, roi no thaly minh giau co sang tr ong
- N6 noi xan-xa, minh ciing phii cwdi no hay sao. No noi bay,

L - g =

) :,{ i thi it triim dong bac tor lam né mang khon cho no coi, »

"i { ..,,,-:H,lm'ng-s-t_r Thién cuwoi ma can ring :

1 | g ‘

i : - — Em xin chi dirng ¢6 nong. Hoi nay thiang Ta-Tai no
s

chiu no ldy nguoi ta co chira, vay thi con ciia n6 ché con ai,
. Mlnh it chau, duoc vy thi may lim, Chi chiang nén han-hii
xyé toi nghlép du'a nho ngay sau,

— Khong duorc, cwoi thir &b in may xau ho dm, ai ma
cu'b'l cho dwoce.

p—— p—— — _ -

f
| r — Khong xdu d& Chi bd mO6 ma cwdi cho giau co thi moi
- xflu ma lai ac nua

- . -

! E§ e Toi ac thay ké toi, Ai co thuong thi do hu nhuw vay thi
; f.mrb'l no di.

i ,l e L.ln 1161 qao vay ?

RetL i se

e 0’ toi noi vay a, Con cua toi de, toi phm luwa cho tir-té&
, - 10i cuai Vo cho no. Toi klmng, can aiday khon eho toi,

".l)

; i Vléc uong nha, 16i mudm noi phai quity cho anh chi
g aghe sao chi lai noi cai gi ky vay 2 Anh Ca, vo anh doi voi
10 vo 18 qua, anh thily hay khong?

Ong Cd liic dia dap riing:

— Oi toi khong bift vide gi h&t. Ci Ay lam chi rdi sanh
mich long. Viée cudi vor eho con ba, bd mudn cwoi chd nao

i d
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b8 cuwoi, chi xia vo lam chi,

—- Tai c6 Ban-Bién héi, téi méi noi ché, Anb lam don-ong |
vo ich qua. Trong nha anh khong c6 quyén hauh gi hét, ma | -
anh ciing khong biét phai quily ntra, Thoi, viée cwdi vo cho 8
con anh, anh lam: sao anh lam, to1 khong thém biét toi dau, | i
ma lir ray d€n chét, toi cling khong thém bude chun dén nha 1
ndy nua, g ‘ .

Ong Hurong-sue dirng day biéu vo di vé. Co6 Ban-Bién thiy |

chit gidn thi nén ni 1§ing . « Ma chau c¢o6 tanh noéng, nén noi ;. ! i

mich long chi, xin cha dirng phién, Cha thim & dn com roi | L
sé v&, com gan don roéi.» al

()ng Huong—su' cudi giin ma dap rang : « Chi no, Thoi as
chu vé, & lau cang bi nhuce thém, ché & ma loi ich gi. » ; W

Vo chong Huong-sur Thién vé ma trong long phién lam,

Co Ban-Bién thiy viée tinh chira xong, nén c¢6 khong chiu \-_
vé. CoO mudn dé cho me binh tinh lai rdi sé ban tinh ntra,
nén co hdi tré & trong nha don com dn.

S a0 o N U
e, . = Bl

s T d L

Trong lic #in com, ba CA moi trach c¢6 Ban-Bién réng :
«Viée nha clia minh, thi d& thiing-thing ma tinh, noéi cho ho fs‘ I

hay lam chi rdi ho noi giong thdp giong cao nghe ghét qua.» "
Co Ban-Bién chdng diia ng6 me ma dap ring : !
— Ma noi ky quéa! Cha Huong-sir 1a cha rugt caa éon, cha :
ciing nhw cha vy, ché phai ai xa 1a gi hay sao ma gidu, E f
. 1

1
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-——Thua"ﬁay chi ¢6 theong minh bao gior ddu, boi vay con
l Ml cho cht'l nghe, rbi chit moi ki€m chuyén chia raa mé do-

i ¢

— Chﬁ rua giong gi dau ? A a2

— Chit n6i ma & ac, khong ¢6 du'c noi nhu vy khong
- phai ria hay sao ?

— Chu noéi viée phii qudy cho ma nghe, ché ra gidng gi.

Iﬁy ~  — Bira nay chii gian minh lim, Oi gian thi gian ; ai ma

cﬁh Cht gidu thi chu an, ché cha chio minh ddng nao ma bo

'rbi # chu, Bé thang Xwong curdéi con gai cna 6ng Ba-Ho day, roi
- sau no giau bang muwdi chu nika !

4
{ WG Ban-Bién day qua hoi Ta-Tai Xwong ring : « Viéc 1on-

Xon nhuw vay do, biy gior em tinh 1& nao em phai noi cho dirt
; val diing ma voi chi sé liéu cho. »

[

T6-Tai Xwong noi qua quy&t réng :
— Téimhtt dinh cuwéi con ciia ong Ba-Ho.
}& — Con con Hao em lam sao?
— Do choi qua duong bay ba ma ké gi.

:
P — Em noéi nhw vay ma chic hon ? Ché cudi vo ma em con
deo theo con Hao nira, ddy roi sanh gific khong dwoc da.

fg - — Toi nhit dinh roi. HEé cudi vo roi thoi, con choi boi
| ichi nira,

_i r - — O'em noithiem phdi nhé 1&i, Ma bAy gier con Hdo no
i

‘mudn litu mang, n6 noi néu em khong noi dirt vat, thi né
mng chm di, em méi tinh 1Tam sao ? '

- » T Peewn Non” S W - - - S - ~ -
A : bt i L T = e W - >3 - L
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— Khong hai gi. Chi dirng lo. D@ trwa toi xudng (6i nok
mot ti€ng, thino di lién, khong ¢o sao dau ma so.

— S¢ em xudng nha no, rdi ro licu mang, no niu kéo lam p
rdy-ra xdu ho (,h()' _ 1'

_ Dan ma dam ! Chi twéng no gaa troi hay sao ? Bé ﬁn :

5|

coth roi toi di, ¥
— Em xudng no6i véiné lam sao dau em noi cho chi nghe |

thir coi 9 | ¢ L
- Chuyén riéng ctia t6i, noi cho chi nghe lam chi ? R

— Noi nghe thir coi em 18y cé& gi ma noi cho n6 xiu déng: 'a
no di tranh qua xir khae ¢ho em cuéi vo. £

— Pé xudng do roi toi sé ligu, ché bay gior néi tru'(m-
khong dwoec.

iy - — -

¥
1

|

:

— Ne, chi noi trwde cho em hi€t. Con Hao no hay em d¥
coi vor no tire gian lam. Xudng do em phdi liéu ma noét cho
xuoi ding me con 16 di phut cho réi, ché dung ¢6 choe no =
gidn, ma lam rdy ra mang liéng réi ong Ba-Ho ong hay ong f
khong thém ga con cho em da, | 1

— Buoe ma, Chi twdng toi dai 1dm sao ? ._ j

- — - RS

An.com rdi, Ta-Tai Xwong doi non ra di.

Co Ban-Bién khong an trong long, ngit co di theo thi kho
coi,co mai kéu mot diva nhd & trong nha ma dia ring: «Cau
Ba miy di kia, thily ‘hon ? (¥, cAu di xudng nha thim giao
Biéu ma choi, My phai ditheo cdu, di xa xa ch¢' dirng co
lai gl‘m Nudng Loi do, cau vo nha, thi miy phai ngoi ngodi
he, lam bo ngoi chei, dirng co noi toi ai h€t. Ngoi do ma
phii jong tai nghe trong nha, nhuw khéong c6 viée chi hét, thk
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1 rchu'ng cau Ba vé, mdy theo ma vé, Con n€u miy nghe trong
- nha riy-ra thi miy phai chay ri€t vé day cho tao ha;. Nho

hay khong ? »

%

~ Thiing nho giic ddu roi thiing-thdng ra ctra ngd.

F Troi néing chan-chan, dan cir trong x6m tir gia chi tré d8u
_ 1it & trong nha, thim chi ga heo ma ciing khong di ki€m &n,

”"’mr nip dwdi bong ma! ma nghi, ga sé¢ canh ria long, heo

% ném nghiéng nhidm mil,

? - Cau Ta-Tai Xuwong lon-toi di theo bor nhd trong x6m, ma
2 xuﬁng nha thim gido Diéu, Cau mic mot bo d6 ma! bi’md lua
: trang, chon mang giay da vang, di by khoan-thai, mit tu-
~ diic, khong lo khong budn chi hdt, Nhitag nguwoi & trong x6m
- «déu la ta-dién ta-thé hodc ctia 6ng C4, hodc clia thily Ban-

Bién, béi vy ai thily cdu thi ciing phdi chao, ma chirng ciu

(ua khoi roi thi ho lai chiim-chim cwoi, dudng nhur ho bigt

E
IE Arwde cai nha cAu sé dé€n vay.

~ Thim gido Diéu dwong ndm trén vong ma dwa cot-kel, tay

,gt'ic gua tran, mit nhiim lim-dim. Thinh linh thim nghe dong
~dat, thim m¢ mét ra thdly Ta-Tai Xwoag bwdc vo cua, thi
| lhim dirng day chao va mai ngoi.

- Cau Ta-T4ai ng6 quanh-quat roi hdi rdng :
— Con hai no6 di dan thim ?

- — Thoi, eau, Cau bao hai me con toi qua, cbn héi con hai
“con ba lam ehi nira !

— (6 gi dau ma bao hai ?

% "-— Con toirnghéo hén qué mua, cdu bao hai bdy gio né cé
chira ¢6 nghén x&u hd qua, me con t6i & day nira sao dwoc,
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quan vii den, toc dii-duwoi, nhung ma sfic mit nghném-chlnh

> . e Ta - = RO ——— m—
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__ Noi chuyén choi ¢6 1€ nao c¢6 chua. M
i

1
1
!
r

— No noi no ¢o thai da 3 thang ro1, bay gior biét lam sao !

N |

~ Con hai né s¢ n6 noi nhu vay, ché khong co dau, .‘d]

— Y! toi coi bo no co thai thiét da cau, Toi la don-ba.
101 khong biél hay sao. Thiét hét stre kho ! 3 't‘hi

— €6 gi dau ma kho ? ) i
— Viée nhu vay ma cAu noi nghe nhe chuyén choi ché;, r ';
. 'ﬂ
— Chi hai t6i ¢6 tinh dé cho thim it trm dong bac ding |
thim lam v8n d&€n xir khac mua ban lam &n, tinh nhuw vay

thi xong, sao thim con than khoé ?

— Phai, héi som moi ¢o Baun-Bién ¢6 noi nhur vay. Ma toi .;:.‘i
nghi co tinh do ciing phéi. B& nao me con téi cling phai bd
xtr ma di, cho xﬁu ho qua, ¢ diy nita sao dwge. Ngit con ?,

nho t6i n6 khong chin di, n6 phién cau lung lam. Thiét cau
bao hai khong bi€t chirng nao,

— Sao no lai khong chiu di 2 No & dan bay gior ? K

— N6 nam trong budng. T som moi toi gio né khoc |
hoai, khong an udng chi hét.

— DPau thim kéu no ra day coi n6 noi sao ma no khéng
chiu di?

Thim gido Diéu bén day mét vé budng kéu riing : « Hdo a, lg
ra ma biéu mot chut con, »

(.0 Héo irong budng bwédc ra litn, Co mic 4o vii den, | ,m
., th
Co nigop cau T6-Thi‘mi c6 khong chdo, Chu Ta-Tai ndy gm u

J
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l&m clrng, ma chirng thdly mit c6 Hao thi ciu vira then thia
vﬁra buon bure nén cdu day mit ra cra, kbong dam ngo co.

- Co6 Héo ving héi lon ring: « Cau gat t6i, cau ldy toi co
chtra, roi bay gior cdu bo toi cau cudi vo khace phai hon ? »

H’
i
ﬁ

1 %; - CAu TG-Tai nghe ciu héi rd rang ma cirng coi qud, thi cau

| bign sic, trong tri bdi-rdi khong dé ¢6 Hao, nghi-lye dén thé.
Cdu lam thinh mot hdi roi cwdi ngdn-ngoén ma hoi ring

§ ; «Em gidn qua lung ldm ha? Ai hoc voi em riing qua di

ﬂ»cu'(n vo ? »

;iy ~ Co Héo chau may ma dap ring :
W e € Ban-Bién noi hoi som moi chd ai, Phai nhw vay

" hay khéng ?
- Phéi, Nhung ma qua mai di coi vo, chd chwa co cuoi,

~— CAu theé voi 161 néing lam, sao bay gior cdu dam b toi
m& cudi vo ?

'm:i
3
0l

"\

~- Tai cha me ép, biét lam sao,

B P ) S L e

—- Hoi triedre 16 van hi€l phan toéi nghéo hén, con bue cau
. giau sang, khong th€ nao k& loc trdim ndm véi nhau dwoc,

- CAu no6i bde riing viée vo chong la viée riéng cia cau, ciu
| danh noi ndo thi ciu cwoi noi dg, khong ai dwroe phép ép
“¢an, Sao bay gior can lai d6 thira ¢ho cha me ?

', - — Thi hoi muon pbhat noi budén vdy ma, Lam con khong
-;‘fnghe loi cha me sao duoc,

- — Toi nghi lai thiét toi dai lam. Bay gio toi bi€t khon,

- thi da 16 roi. Bua nay co trede miit ma toi day, cau phai noi
- cho dirt vat, Toi co thai dugce ba thang roi, bay gio cau timh
i ;' hm sao déu can noi di ? |
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Cau To-Tai Xwong ngoi gue mit, kheng trad loi duoe, Can T
tinh trong tri thg nao khong bi€t, ma can tho tay vo thi moe | ¥
khin ra lau cip con mit, roi cay mong tay va lhfmgf-*.hﬁng i
noi rang : « Qua xin em dirng ¢6 phién qua, Qua thwoag em | #
lam, nhung ma n€u qua dem em v& lam vo, thi cha me |
khong chin, lai x6m riéng ho ciing ché cuwdi, dem em v& lam
vo sao dirge, Qua tinh nhw vay: d¢ chi hai qua cho em it ;';
trim dong bae didng em di voi thim dén xir khae ma &, Qua
cling hao giorbo em dau, Em & chd ndo yén roi, thi gbi tho
vé cho qua hay, ding lau lau qua d€n qua thiim. Qua noi
thiét voi em, cho qua coi vor do ho giau lung lim, Néu qua | “
cudi vo duge cho do, thi tién bac qua bi€t lam gi cho hat, |V
Qua thé voi em bé nao qua cling cdp dedng cho em tron doi Tt
no Am. Con nhw em mudn ldy chong khac thi viée do tur y 1
em, qua kliong dam can, ma ciing khong dam xudi, » B |

Co Hao nghe moi bao nhiéu do, e6 vimg tire cuwoi va
noi lon 1én réng : « Thoi, ciu dirng noi nira, Bao nhiéu do
da du cho toi hiéu tanh tinh dé-tién ctia cAu roi. Thiél 1oi
chang hiéu tai sao cau la con mot vi dién-cha lam téi chire
Huong-Ca trong lang, cau hoc thi dau téi bwe Ta-Tai, ma
chi oc cua cau lai thdp-thoi de-day dén the&, Ché chi cdu noi
nhu viw : « Thily miy tao mudn, lai miy dai may ldy tao thi
méyv chiu. Bay gio tao khong thém may nita, « Cau noi nhuw
vay 1hi bal qua toi tire, 16i ho phan t61, ché 16i khong khinh
bi cau dwoe. Sao cau lai n6i cdu thuong 161, mé «i Loi ngheo
hén, cau khong the lam vo chong voi 161 dwoe, aé cau cho
tin ding 16i lanh mift dén xir khac ma &, cho cdu duwoc vo
giau, roi can ¢lp dudng t6i. Phan 16i luy nghéo hén, than

t6i tuy bi cau ma phai nho-nhudt réi song cai 6c¢ ctia Loi \ﬁa ;
con trong sach, chd khong phal do day nhu oc ciu vay dau.
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- Toi trong la trong nhon nghia ché khong phai téi mé tién
hac ddu ma cdu mong liy dong ién lam moi dé beo toi, Toi
-8 : ~vAn bi€t h& téi noi cho rd ra, thi chic cau phdibudn. Nhung
1 ma néu kl:éng noi thi e udlt trong long 16i qua, nin khong
‘| dwoc, nén phii noi cho cau byEt, »
n
t
i
r
|
|

Q!M\ ot oA

i, Co Hio dirng noi mot hoi, sfc co gian, mil co dd au.,
~ Céu T “Tai ngdi guc_diu ma nghe, khong bi€t ti€ng chi ma

Eg dap g,
i “Thim giao Diéu thily con gidn nén noé6i nang loi thi thim
can riing : « Thoi viéc da 1& roi, con noi nhién 1o 1&m chi,
| Ngu'(‘n.la gal, ma tai con dai moi mang nho, ché phai con
| khom con cho mé hay, thi c6 ddu dén déi nhu vdy. Bay gio
| ma tinh co6 cdi b xit ma dithi méi khoi nguot ta ché cwor,

Vay con phﬁl lo viée do, chﬁng nén noi lon-xon x6m riéng
- nguoi ta hay ma xfiu ho ? ».

ar
;a

. (6 Hao cwdi ma noi ring : « Con noi phai quiy cho ciu
- Tu-Tai nghe vay thoi, ché c6 lam lon-xon chi diun, Né, can
~ Tna-Tai, téi noi cho cau bi€t, theo ngwdi ta ho li & day, chirng
~ cau cudi vo ho nidu lirng cau, ho lam rdy ra cho thién-ha
~ bi#t miil c4u la thing di€m dung viin noi, dung th&-hre ma
pha tiét hanh con gai qué mua, Cau c6 giodi bt qua ciu cay
the cay thiin ma lam cho toi & ti, cdi 4c cai x#u clia cau con
16 hon nita, Nhirng ma t6i khong phdi nlw ho vay diu, Lam
- x#un cho cdu ma co ich gi. D& danh ti€ng cla cAu cho ven
toan cho, dé che 1htén-ha qui trong cdu la bue giau sang hoc
ybl coi m&i ngd ché, Nay mai day me con toi sé di, dé che
| ~ cdu & day thong thil mé cudi vor gian roi sanh con dé chan
~ cho nhidu ma ndi déng Me con t6i di ma khong thém tho
 0ng tien-de day cua cdu dau, dé tién dy cho cau cho vay
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dit no, mua ruong sim vieon, diing lam giau thém cho lon

ma vinh’ mdt vinh may voi thién-ha, Toi noi da roi, thoi cau
vé di, vé ma lo cudi vo. »

Co Hio noi dirl 1o roi ngoe-ngoay bd di xudng bep.
Tu-Tai Xwong ngdi ghi, khong chiu vé ma ciing khong noi
chi hét,

Thim gidao Diéu vén la con nha nghéo, thud nay thim
thworng kién né nha 6ng Ca Hoang quen rdi, lai thim vi nghe

cd Ban-Bién hira cho 300 dong bac nén thim khéug mudn

mich long, b&i vay ¢6 Hao xudng b&p rdi, thim méi noi voi
cau Tu-tai rding : « Con nhd gidn réi no6 noi d6 nui. Xin cdn
dirng phién, »

Cau Ta-Tai guwong cwdi ma dap rdng :

— Khong, Toi co phién chi dau,

— Me con t0i ¢ day ciing lam dn ma di dau cting lam an,
nén khéng lo gi. Ngidt c6 mot déu ndy, la con nho co thai

- nghén, nén kho mot chuit,

Cau Tu-Tai chaa may thd ra rdi noi réng : « Hoi ndy con

hai n6 ming toi, thiét téoi mudn ch@&t pht cho réi, No noi
phai lim, ché co noi bay ¢ dau. Tor la nguoi c6 hoc ma
khong ra gi, 1oi thap théi hon no xa lam, Téi trai gai voi no
ddu 101 khong ¢o hira lam ve chong voi n6é di nira, ma no
16 ¢o chira thi 161 phdi cudi n6, cudi trede khi no dé, ding
toi nhin dira nhd la con cta 1oi, Vi nhw cha me téi cédn ird,
khong cho phép toi cuéi no, thi toi phdai & mot minh, dirng
cuoi vor khac, dé lo ma bdo boe me con n6 méi phai, Ngit
vi nguoi xir minh ho kv lim, 8y ta-didn 1a-thd lam vo
thi ho ché cuoi; con nha gian c6, alrl la nha gian ma

.
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m:: . ”' lai c6 hoc nhu toi, thi phai lea ¢hd dwong mén ddi ho ma.
cu‘él vo coi moi duge, Tai cdi phong hoa nhwr vy, nén kho
~ gué, Toi bigt toi bo con Hai thi t6i bay ldm, ma thim nghi thir

P s 1coi, toi biét lam sao. Xin thim dirng ¢6 budn, Thim di dén

g ,'x&' nio, hé & vén roi, thi g&i tho cho (6i bi&t, Lam in co
- thi€u thdn thicho 16i hay, Con sau con Hai né co sanh san,

"ty thi thim lam on nuoi gitm dira nho, bé nao no cling la chau

e - ngoai cua thim ».

il f  Cau noi toi do rdi cau dong long, nén cau chay nuwoe mit,

iu | khoc thi¢t ché khong phai dai.

g

Thim gido Picéu tuy qué muoa, khong co6 hoc-thire, nhung
 ma thim nghe may l&i cia edu Ta-tai noi, roi thim thily cau
5 khoe, thi thim hiéu cdu vin bi€t phdi, cau vAn con thwong
| ¢o Hdo, ma tai cai phong hoa b bai buoc tréi cau trong vong
dé lién, héi vay thim khong trach cdu ma lai khuyén réng :
- «Cau noi nhw vay thi toi phi€n cdu sao dwge, Thoi, ciu
b ~ dirng ¢6 bubn, CAu v& nghi, d& lat nira téi 1én noi cho ¢o
- Ban-Bién hay diing me con toi di ».

T L

="

- Céau Ta-tai lau nrée mat, dirng day ngo xuong bép khong
thily dang c6 Hao, cdu bén n6i nhd véi thim giao riing : « Toi
ho then lim, khong dam th#y mit con Hai nira, Tuy no gidn
t6i, no noi khoéng thém dong tiém cha toi, song xin thim
~ truwoce khi di, phai 1én nha chi Hai toi, déing chi Hai toi dua
~  tién bac dé lam von dén xtr la mua ban lam :an, Néu thim
4 nghe loi no khong 18y tién, thi toi budn lim ».

& Thi'm_ gifo giic ddu, Cau Tu-Tai tir gid bwoe ra vé, mit may
- buon hiu, ché khong phai vite-viic nhwr hdi méi vo nha vy,

3 Cé Hio & duéi bé€p thdly Tu-Tai Xwong vé rdi,co mdi bude

-
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44 CUDT GUONG |\l

4én noi voi me rang : « Con la gai, ma con khéng et gig a
‘trinh-ti€t, d¢ nhye lay toi cha me, thi cai toi clia con lon
lim. Viéc con da 1& dai roi, con xin méa tha toi cha con, Con 4
nguyén tir ray vé sau, con khong dam lam nho danh-1iét cna .", 1
con nita. Bay gio con xin ma mot d€u, la lo sip dit ma di
khoi xtr ndy cho mau, di ma du'ng ¢o thém lﬁy dong tiéncia |.
| mha do. » '

[i’\ Thim gido Diéu ngé con ma dap rang : ' ;

o

— Con dai qua, chuyén gi ma khong thém 18y tign ? ) |

A
|

|

] —— Minh l&v tién ngwoi ta khi minh ldm,
£l — Oi doi ndy ma k& gi. Minh ngheo ciin phai 'co.dbng
; | tién. N&u nguoi la cho, ma minh khéng thém ldy, rdi lén
Saigon ldy gi ma an ?

— Con ¢ do ma nudi ma,

— Ma minh ban nha cira do6 dat, thi miah ldv bac, ché
minh xin ai ma ngai, ;

' __ B3 h&t ma di, dirng ban chac lam gi.

' — Hu | Con noi dai qua ! sao lai bo kia ? X& chiéu rdi,
e thoi di ndu com.

An com chigu rdi, thim gido méi di lén nha thﬁy
‘Ban-Bién,

Vi TG-Tai Xwong v& néi triréc hoi <€, nén ob Ban-Bién
thiay thim Gido bwéde vo thi ¢d niém nd chao hoi mb'i'r"!gbi

i tu-1€ 1dm. GO kéu nguwdi bidn lam viéce véi thﬁy Ban ma not
téng : « N& bién, em lam on viét giam cho thim gido mot cai

tor ban h@l nha cira do dac cho qua, gia 100 dong. Em litu § .
ama dic to, lam riét di diing thim gido ldn tay ma &y bac », |
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K - Cha bién chung hing héi thim gido ring :
~ _ Sao thim ban tﬁ
- — Qua lén Saigon ma &.
— Cha chﬁ lén chi irén ?

viy thim 2 Ban roi chd dan ma &,

‘ - Qua ¢6 thiing em ruot & trén, no biéu qua lén diing no-
mo boc cho qua lam dn,

Y — —-e = = =-

- O €O vay chang !

Cln'l bién lam to r6i doc lai cho thim giao ndllc Thim gido-
iil tay vao Lo theo phép. Co Ban-Bién kéu thim vo buong,
btu l&y dwa cho thim 300 dong bac va noi riing : « Liy

: uén day ma di, Dirng noi cho ai bi€t ngie hon, Thoi, di.

N S
-~

manh gioi ».

'lllim gifto Biéu ldy bac bo vao i, bude ra ngoai ém triw
~#n, voi Lir ma v&, miéng cudi ngdn-ngoén,

Tang sang, ngon cd con dong giol swong ; chon troi miy
~con chon cho, Trau iha va dong cho an, di ni-na ni-nin,_
théing chiin theo hat riim-ra rim-rit, ‘

May me con thim giao Diéu ddc nhau di 1iin ra lo ding don
xe-hoi do ma lén Bic-liéu roi hoidc ki€m xe-hoi khac, hoiic
di Tau ma lén Saigon,

Thing Hoa voi théng Hidu nghe noi dwee di Saigon thi vui
mirng, hdi vay hai dira no di Lruoe, milt leoi cuod, long
- khdp-khéi. Co Hao voi thim gido di sau, mdi ngwdi hung
mol cai thung nhd dung mung mén ciing 4o quin véi, cai en,

rang. llum giae coi bo busn nghién,

cai da rach, cho chﬁng c6 val chi qui, co Hao rat nghidm«
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Ra 1&i 10 me con dé thing trén I8, roi dirng xtim-xich chung
quanh ma cho xe. Thim gido ngé6 lai xom Lang-Dai, trong

long ngam-ngni. Kia, chd bui tre coi kia 1a chd cdi mo cta
thay gido nitm, con xich o mot chiat, cho go nong lip-xip

~do 1a md phin cia cha me. Cainha & ddu xom, c6 miy cdy

du-dn @0, la nha cta minh & thud nay, & trong nha ay ¢6 khi |
wu-sdu, ma co khi cling vui-vé, Tir ray vé sau minh khong |"
~duoce thiim miy go ma kia, ma ciing hét vo cdi nha 1a no, din |

trong tai co 300 dong bac ma trong long lai khong biét vui

nhu miy ndm nay én bira trwée thi€u bita sau, Con minh di

-day la di lén Saigon, Ma Saigon la ch6 nao ? Buéoe duong

minh s¢ di coisao minh-méng, cai chd minh sé téi coi sao
‘mit-mu qua |

Thim gido dwong suy nghi, thinh linh thfing Hoa héi réing ;
-« Minh lén Saigon O luén trén, khong vé day ntra phai hon
ma ». Thim gi4o gic dau va ir.,,

Thiing Hoa hoi ti€p riang :

—-- COn cai nha ctia minh ma b hay sao ?

—- Nha ma ban roi, |

__ Sao ma khong bt miy con ga theo, & & nha ho #in-cip
“con gi ?

-- (i ma da cho chi Cai-tudn roi,

--Toi chiu & Saigon ldm. Ho néi & trén that la vui. Lén
trén réi ma cho toi voi thiing Hi€u di hoc chur Tay nghe
“hoén ma,

- T




I e s aar mpe iy &

— I - e

cU®l GUONG %t

~ Huong dong mil trai di 16 ra mot virng d6 1om. Co mot
, ai xe-hoi & phia chor Hoa-Binh chay 1én, bui bay mit mu,
- €6 Hao dwwong ngoi lrén 1€ dudrng, dwa bén hai cai thang, ¢
' twong xe do toi, nén lat=dat dirng day, té ra xe ciia nha giaa
& dau miét Ca-mau chay 1én Béc-Liéu chay ngang qua mot
~cii vii lam cho thing Hoa voi thing Hi€u so, nén niu tay
Y 14 no,

'..' "I Ba Hai Hién, la nguoi xom Lang-Dai, ganh mot ganh gao

rd

tring dem ra cho Hoa-Binh ma ban, Ba ra (61 10 thdy me
'écon thim gidao, thi d8 ganh xudng ma nghi va héi thim

giéo ring :
- Nghe noi mdy me con ban nha ma di 1¢n Saigon & mua
i phdii hon 2

.
=
)
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-- Phai, Ba & lai manh gidi nghe ba Hai,

- - U, Mdy me con lén trén cing manh giéi nghe, Di ra
hoiic may kha dwec, cho & ddy ngeo hoai.

B — Toi c6 hai ch: em, thiing em t6i ctr vi€t tho hidu vé
trén & cho gin-gii n6, ding no bido boe cho me con (o1 lam
#n. Toi bi n6é noi qua, thoi nghe ki noé 1én trén thir coi.

'
\

| — Con Hao no lon roi, 18n trén coi co chd nao kha ga no
~didng no co chong ma lo lam én véi nguoi ta, GA uo & che
cho sung-swong than no mot chat, ché & duoi dong, gano
cho miy nha lam rugng, cwre khd than no oi nghiép.

- P& lén trém roi sé hay,

' Co Hﬁo nghe noi 1&i chuyén clia minh thi ¢6 hd ngwori,
‘mén day mil chd khac,

I
3
£
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S

Co mot cai xe-hoi khac & phia Hoa-Binh chay lén nira | ¥
chuyén nlly thily mui cao, xe lon rd rang, la xe do ché khong |
f. phai xe nha giaun, Xe gin toi, thim giao dwa tay ma ngodéic 1
} Xe chay chédm chdam roéingirng, i
Trén xe coO mot ngurdri thily ¢d Hio ngo, mudn gheo choz Fm
nén kéu ma noéilom ring: « Ma di Béce-Liéu phdi hbn mé ? i

Lén xe mau mau di ». - 1.

| a0
‘ Co Hao mac cd, nén cii mit xudng dat, Thim gido tir gia :
ba Hai Hién roi bung thang lén xe voi ba dita con; Xe phat |
chay thing Hoa véi thing Hi€u cooi ngén-ngpén, con thine ',T
gidao voi ¢o Hao ngo vo xom Lang-Dai, mal may buon hia, - 9'1

e b

Xeé lén toi Bécliéu, thim gidao hoi tham thi ho noi bira nay 4

} khong co tau, con mély cai xe do di Saigon thi d& chay het e f
| hoi khuya. Ho biéu phai cho d€ 10 gior rudi, xe tho duéi Ca- .
mau lén roi di moi duore, |

Thim gido bén dac mily dira con di lai che, tinh ki€m li¢m
com ma fin cho wo, roi sé trd lai bén xe ma cho xe, May me
con dwoag di tho thian ngoai duong, hong cO mot ngwoi don_
ong, & trong liém hang xén buwoe ra, kéu lon ring : « Thim b
gido, thim di dau do?» Thim gido day lai thdly Huong-sw
Thién thi chung-hirng. Thim noi hoi ho-ngo lﬁug « Ua t Ong
Huong-sw, Toi di 1én Saigon, Ma xe-hoi chay hét 1‘331 ho
bieu phdi cho o1 10 gio rwdi co xe Lamau len wi‘ di
moi dwoc », | |

g 5

Huwong-su Thién ngo co HdO voi 2 dua 11116 161 hél rﬁug s
— Sap nho cha thim day phai hbn ? h

= lhua, pllal, St Bl S el s
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~ Huwong-sit Thién cham chi ngo c6 Hio rsi no6i ring : « Thim

~ khoan di da, V& nha t6i diing héi thim mot chit »,

Thim gido du-dw khong bLi€t li¢u 1€ nao, Hwrong-sw BOI

"'ﬁép rang : « i theo toi vé nha, ding téoi hoi thim cong
- chayén, Di theo toi day ».

Huong-swr di trirde, mily me con thim giao theo sau, cir

f_ lam thinh ma di, khong noi chuyén chi hét,

Huong-sir To-hong-Thién & duwdng xudng x6m Lang, Ong
o mol cai nha ngoi ba ciin, vach twong nén dic, nha cit gin
sat me 1o, chira san chirng vai ba thudc ma thoi, bén tay
mil ¢6 mot cai nha nhd dé xe-hoi, con nha b&€p thi cit phia
sau. Nha b€ ngoai coi khongrdep, nhuwng ma & trong chu-ng
don hue-ho, gh€, ban, ti, van, toan bing danh moc, gan clra

| budng lai co6 dé mot cai ta sét thiét cao lon.

H;rong—su Thién vé to6i nha thi di thing vo phia trong.

- Thim giio buwéoe vé hang ba, dé cai thing vo goc twong, ri

l)“5“8 bude ra, va chum-chim cwoi, va héi riing : « Thim giaa

ron-rén bude vo cira. GO Hdo ciing dé cai thung cua co dura

| bén thing cia thim gido, roi dirng xo-ré ngoai hang ba voi
| bai dira em,

Huong-sw tror ra,thﬁy thim gido dirng dera ddu mot bo van
bén phia tay trai, thi bidu rfing: « Thim ngdi trém van do

| thim gido ; ngoi choi ma, con sip nhd dau? » Thim gido it

~ hay t6i nha giau, nay vo day thidly d6 dac huc-hd thi thim
khbp, nén com-rom khong dam ngdi.

Ba Hueng-sw miic 40 ba-ba lua tring ma quin cung béng
~ lua triing, toc chii lang nhudt, da miit coi tring dd, & trong

— e W
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day phai hon ? Hoi truoe thily gido di cho thiy hay ghé nén a2
toi biét thay, Con thim toi khéng co gip lin nado... Thim
ngoi ma, ngdi do choi... Bay tré dau, ldy trdu &in coi bay.y, |

‘Ba Huong-su va néi va va ngoi trén van, Thim gido thdly
chui nha moi qua nén ngdi ghé lai diu bo van, ma phia trong
vach, Ba Huong-sir hoi :

— Nghe & nha téi no6i thim di co déc mﬁy dira nhd. Pau  |g
sap nhd dau ? i

— Thua, nd & ngoai trroe,

— Ua, bidu no vé cho, 520 lai & ngoai, Thim kéu hét vo
day coi dwoc mily dira.

84

Onu Huong-su bude ra kéu ¢d6 Hao va hai dirta nho ma |
biéu v6 nha. Ba dira 16n-1én bwoe vo, cui diu chdp tay x&
ong ba Huong-sw, roi lai dirng dua bén thim gido,

Ba Huong-su cham-chi ngo ba dira mot hoi roi hoi riing :

— Thim dwoc to1 3 dira con 14n sao ?
— Thua, phdi, Toi ¢6 3 dira d6.

— Thim c¢o6 phuoc qua, duge Loi 2 dira con Lrai, Vo (,hbng

toi khong co con ftrai thi cho (o6i mot chiit con gai cling duoe,
Cai nady bach tuot, thiét budn qua,

-—— Thudé nay ba khong c6 sanh ldn nao sao ?

--- (o dau |

—-Ba con tré, co 1é sbm muon gi rdi cling co con cho 1é
nao khong ? g
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---To1 vai hét sire, chiia nao téi cling co6 ciing, ma khong
it tai sao khong ¢6 con khong bi€t,.. Nghe noi thim tinh
Jdéc sip nho 1én Saigon ma & phdi hon ?

| -—Thua, phii.

; m, ché khong phai nhw dwédi minh vdy daua, Thim co ba
con & trén hay khong ?

" ___rrhu.a cO. Toi ¢od mot thﬁnd em lrail 6’ trén

— Phai ¢6 quen vdy moi duge, chéd minh la [én dit Saigon
\ khong ¢6 ai chi din thi co d& gi dau. Ngwoi em thim lam

' &:gnatrén"

A

1 ’. — T'hu'a né lam thiay thudc Annam.

| ':" — Théy thudc gi ? HSt thude Bac phii hon ?
l{_ — Thura, phal |

' -‘ — €6 hoc lam thude hay sao ?

. ——Thura, c6. Hai trwéce cha sap nhé t6i c6 day it nim, nén
no bi€t chat dinh, coi mach hdt thude duge,

' _ -Q-Em thim & Saigon ma & 18i nao nhdm duong gi, thim
¢t hon ?  Saigon minh-mong 1dm, phdi bi€t 16 ché &
F ‘m méi duoe,

--Thu'a hom TEt n6 ¢o g&i the v& noi no & Khanh-Hoi.
No noi trén dde ciu mdng di thing xuéng mot khice i ngd
A 1, o duong té qua tlay rai, Dirng e6 di dwong do, phéi vo

du'b'ng dit bén phia tay mét, vé mot chat thi ¢6 nbha co
oS nhigu, vo d6 hdi thiim thi nguoi ta chi cho.

8 . Leén Saigon & lam nghé gi ma nuoi con, DAt Saigon kbo

LTIy, - T anevegrEe-an. ARG,
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—-Biél r6 nhw vay thi dwoc,

Ba Hrong-su bidu c6 Hao déc hai dira em vé phia tron
ma choi va kéa con Sau, la dira & hdia triu nwée, ma dﬁ
m& ta ldy banh cho hai dira nho én, My chi em c6 Héo theo-| .
con Sau vo trong, Chirng c6 Hio di ngang trirdc mat bh |
Huong-sw thi ba cham -bim ngo co, dén cd vo khudt tdme
man treo clra budng rdi, ba moi day lai ma néi voi thime |
gido ring : « Con nhoé ngo thiét, Bo no ¢6 nghén phai rdi r |

Thim giao Diéu ho then, nén cii mit xudng, khong 116 e
chi hét, |

b

. Nay gio ong Huong-sw nfim cai gh€ xich-du gitra nha mé 1
hat thude, Bay gior oug moi ngdi ddy ma noi réing : » Thine
gifo ne, viéc nha cha thim, vo chdng toi biét rd hét, Miy mej
con chi CA d&u la nguoi khong c6 lwong-tdm, Con anh C& |

cua 16i thi anh yéu ot qua, & trong nha /anh khong dam |l
quyét doan viéc gi h&t, Nha co tin, ma con chau it, 1é thk.

ta phailiy nhon dirc ma & doiché sao lai con ham giau m S
lam viéc bit nghia. To6i can khong duwge toi ghét toi bo, lam:§
sao do ho lam, Toi ciing chdng miit ma coi ho ham giau roi g
ho giau d&n bue nao cho biét, Tuy hoi trude thily giao nghéos|"
song thiy 1a mot nha 18 nghia. Bay gio thlly khudt rdi, minh f
cudi con gai thily cho con minh, thién-ha thly vay ho can, ; i '
kinh phuc, ché ai ddm ché cuwoi, Hudng chi con minh né 10
lam viéc khong phan diu no co thao trae, minh cing phé
ép n6 chuoc 15i clia no, nhw vdy moi nhim dao-ly cho. Ma
chiing nhirng 1a con thily gido, ddu con &n may di nta mi .' ;

cling phéi lam nhu vay. Chi Ca chi khong biét déu, chi nok "
nhidu 1i€ng nghe b&t nghia ldm, Toi thdly miy me con thims "
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thiét toi chiu khong dwrge, To6i mudn bat & lai day - toi nuoi,
4 ,'; mguwoi ta ldy ruong lai khong cho thim muén, téi cho thim
lh murén ruong cua toi ding thim lam; ngum ta duoi thim
hax d& nha ma di, khong cho & trong dit nira, toi cat nha

théac trong dél clia téi cho me con thim &, coi ai dam lam sao
16i cho bi@t, Ngiit gi 16i véi anh C4 la anh em rugt, bg nao
‘ung ruot thit voi nhau, lam nhw vay té ra t6i la em ma toi
1g6-nghich voi anh, téi lam déu nhuc nha cho dnh, thién-ha
hﬁy vy ngudi ta ché cudi téi, Thoi, thim co6 mot ngudi em
o Saigon, thi thim 1én d6 ma nwong nau ciing dwge, Ma T him
di lam chi gép, & day choi mot hai bira roi s€ di ».

I t Thim gido khong dé Huwong-sw bi€t viéc riéng ciia minh,
.,&u thim ngoi nghe Hirong-sur noi chuyén thi thim lay
im la hét sie, Chirng Huong-sw n6i dirt roi, thim méi
sfhoi rdng :

u.,

i

0ipd

-~ Viéc cuia con nho téi sao ong ba hay ?

F Rea Bira h&m hai vor chong t6i co xudng dudi. Xudng thinh
: 9 inh ma vo Ban-Bién n6 doc h&t cong chuyén cho toi nghe,
Jxdi n6 hoi toi coi phii tinh lam sao. Chuyén dé qua, e6 gt
' {kho6 ddu ma phai linh. Téi n6i ngay : Ta-Tai Xwong no tu
| uh I& voi con thim ¢6 chita roi thi no phai cwoi. Téi cac
| ghxa néu curdi con thim thi dwoc 3 déu phai: 1° ciru danh
E’ 3id mot ngudi con gai khdi bi nho-nhuét, 2+ lam cho lh?mg

% wong khoi mang toi ac, 3* duogce ti€ng khen khong tham phit
phu ban, Toi 1y 1é phdi t6i n6i cho ma nghe, ma chi Ci ham

Au, khong bi€t nhon nghia gi h&t, chi quy&t lam sui voi Ba-

¥ Q Chinh déng &n ciia, b&i vAy chi da khong nghe loi téi ma
{<hi con mang 10i nita, Con thdng Xuong n6 co hoc, ma no
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cung khong ra gi, no nghe 1o ba gia no, thoi con ke gi m"i"
To6i nghe vo Ban-Bién ban soan cho thim 300 db'ng hac:

diing thim dédc con d€n xir khae lam #n, No c¢o cho hay khéno
ma thim di day? |

~— Thuwa, c6. Toi lam to ban h&€t nha cira do dac cho c:'
Ban-Bién roi co cho téi 300 dong bac. Con nhé toi no riy
n6 khoéong cho toi Iy, ma toéi nghi phan Loi ngheo, néu,
khong lay thi dén xit la c6 vOn ddu ma mua ban lam ﬁnu |
b&i vay 161 phai lay,

--- Con nhd no rdy thim do6 phdi ldm. Ho khong ra gi m |
18y dong lién cia ho lam chi,

. <
Ba Huong-st li€p ma noi riing: « Bita hdm & nha tok
gdy voi chi CA dit qua. Ma chi do chinoi ky lam, khong g&y“
khong dwoce. Hom d6 & nha toi gian, muon di thﬁng xudng
nha thim ding noi cong chuyén cho thim nghe, Toi so lam
vo 10 thién ha ho hay ho ché cuwi, toi can hét sire, nén on&

moi chiu vé, Hom nay Ong con phién lung ldm, Ong
nhirt dinh khong thém buwée chon téi nha anh Ca nira. ﬁng
Jai noi chi C& ché thim nghéo, khong thém lam sui véi thim,

d¢ 5ng wuoi con nhd rdi dng gi n6 coi co6 hon con chi.
hay khong ». |

Thim giao bén noi réing :» Ong voi ba thuwong me con (Oi,.
thiét toi doion lung ldm, Nhung mé c6 1€ nao toi dam chen:
vo gitra malamcho éng Huong-sw véi ong Ca mich long nh'au».-.

Vo chong Huong-suw nghe 1o noi trung héu dé dic nhu va
Abi ng6é nhau ma cudi, SR SR

Ba Huoag-sw lai noi ~r5'ng: « Con nh6 ngd qua, cho 'nt.
Trang xull @n méc tir-t€ thi con nha giau nao ma dam bi vok
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4 no. Toi bidt con gai ut Ba-h¢ Chinh ma. Con do x&n ode, coi
- khong dwoc, Chi Ca chi mé giau, rdi chi choa mét, chi

khen buwéon, - |
Vo chong Hwong-sir theo cdm thim gido & lax choi it

~ bita. Thim giao thdly nguoi ta thwong, thim khong dam tlr

nén phai vurng 1oi,

 Ba Huong-sw kéu tho may ma muwdn may cho thim giao

 vai cd Hio moi nguoi mot cai quin lanh mot eai ao xuyén

va may cho 2 dira nhé moi dira mot bo d6 vai triing,
O méy ngay vo chong Huwong-sir thily tanh nét clia ¢6 Héo

:'; thi cang thwong thém, ma thwong c6 Hao chirng nao lai
~ cang phién vo chong Hrong-Ca Hoang chirng ndy.

Thim gido Diéu & dwge 7 bura, réi nghi khong 18 & hoai,

A nén xin phép vo chong Huong-sir ma di Saigon. Vo chong
4 Huong-su liéu nuoi khong duwoe, ma cing khong 1€ cim
~ hoai, nén chiu cho di va néi dé khuya roéi sé sai nguoi nha

dwa ra xe-hoi va mua gidy cho,
TSi lai Hwong-sw méinoi voi thim giao rang : « Vo chong

. t6i mudn nuodi thim voi miy chau ldm, ngit lam nhw vay thi

h kho coi, nén nu6éi khong duoe. Thoi, thim Ién Saigon ki€m

- cong chuyén ma lam dn, Bé nao vo chdng toi cling khong bd

thim dau. Viéc con chau da & roi, thim ching nén buon,

. Thim ran nudi no, Ai quily thi dé& cho ho quiy thim, cir lam

phai thi Phat Troi khong phu thim dau, Thim lén Saigon lam

- #in, néu c6 xdy ra viée gi nguy bi€n, thi phdi géi tho cho toi

1 hay. Con chirng chau sanh s@n, thim ciing goi tho cho toéi

| f?; bi€t coi con trai hay la con gai. »

Dé&n khuya may me cen thim giao thirc ddy sira soan di. Ba

i Huong-su dua 100 ddng bac ma noi réing : « Bay gior thim c6
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tién nhidu, nén toi khong ciin gip nhidu nira ma lam git
Thoi, thim 138y 100 ddng bac ddy d&8 danh chirng nao con
chau sanh sfin Lhi trd tién nha thwong va mua thudc men
cho n6 udng, Thim hdy nhd, hé co viée chi udit-tric thi goi

tho v& cho vo chdng 6i hay. »
. Thim gléo ta on roi tir ma di, Ong H[ro'ng-su- cho mQt | ‘.

ngwoi trong nha dfc ra b&n xe hoi, mua gidly cho miy me
con va coi 1én xe ngdi tir-t€ roi moi ve. |

Xe rul chay, me con thim gido Didu dd ngdm-nghi noily
huong, ma lai d4i-ngai than lir-khéch,

&
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LGI ba gior chi®u, mit trevi doi nfing nhw d6 lira, lai thém
dm)'ng tran ddu hoi 1én nong nhuw 16 than,

Mot nguyi dﬁn—bng, tres: elnmg 35 tudi, mit mot cai 4o ba-

ba véi mol cai quin vai tring, quin 4o da cu ma lai do, chon

- mang mot doi guﬁc ddu hot toe diéu ma-ninh ma khong doi

’ ‘non nén toc xap—xal phit tran, tay mét che mot ciy du vai

tréing ma ciing cii mém, lay trai viit mot cai 4o xuy&n den dai

r tay voi vat long-thong, lai cim mot cai goi voi khiin d(mg

| bing nhiéu den ma chd6 (r6 mau do, nhiéu chd 10i mén lot &
- trong ra xam-xam,

| Ngtro'l iy di qua cau m6ng Khanh-Hoi, tuy c6 che dun, song

‘ bilén doc can mét, lai bi troi nang nong-nire, nén mod-hoi ra

wot 4o phia sau hrng mot khoanh bing cai dia. Qua ciu roi

l' thi lam-lGi di xudng ddc, téi nga ba vo hing tau Nha-Rong

‘ thi lai queo qua phia lay miit ma di theo cai duwong dit VO

| dﬁy pho ngoi ci vach van, nén dit chirng 9-10 ciin,

-

R i SN
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dura cita, rdi cdi 4o ba-ba ban trong minh d6 ra, Théng nhd

‘mé&i nhic xin su nifa, Ngwoi cha bén moe tii day-nich 1y ra
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Mot t&p con nit, hon 10 dira, xtim nhau choi truée efra ph | o
dy, tritng gion om som. Co6 mot dira con trai, chirng 9 tudis § w
mic quin vai den, khong c6 40, toc xu-xop, ngoé thiy i
ngudi che di noi trén do di vo, thi no la « cha », rdi bd chot i
tuén chay ra ma don. Ngudi 8y hdi thing nhd riing : B

— C6 mé & nha hon ? ;

1
g o
— Khong co, ma di danh bai tir héi &n eom 1v6i cho tow |
bay gitr, ma bidu & nha coi nha ma ma khéng co cho su, ném | vi
doi bung mudn chét. |

— Som moi khong ¢o dn com hay sao ma doi ?

— Co ché, Ma #n te hoi som moi ldu quéa, khong doi sac |
dwrge. Cha cho mot dSng su mua banh #n, cha, g

— Pé thiing-thiing vo6 nha da,

Hai cha con dic nhau vo can phd thir ba, Nguwdi cha méc §

cdy du trén vach budng, mang cai-do xuyén dai voi cai khin

dong noi mély cai dinh theo vach, dé cai goi trén cai ban nhd

dirng cho, chirng no thiy cha noé lai ngdi cai gh€ dga ban n6 §

mot dong su ma dwra, Théng nho chup l&y roi vut chay ra cira, '

Ngudi ndly tén Ly-ky-Lan, xung la thiy thube bic, nhqu |
ma ngudi trong xom hé c6 dan dm thi ho lai nha thuwong thi §
ma xin thude, b&i vay thily khong co than-chi, tiing the thay
pbdi sang qua nghd thily boi, mdi budi sdém moi thiy qua cho
B&n-Thanh trai nhyl-trinh ngdgi trén 18 dwong ma xa qué |
doan may rui, gian nghéo cho thién-ha. Thdy & céin phd niy §
da duoc bdn nim roi, nhitng ngwoi bidt thiy déu kéu la
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« Thily Ba Lan ». Thily ¢6 vo va vo chdng chi co mot dua

~ con trai d6 ma thoi, nim ndly 9 tudi, ddt tén la Phung. Thay

| g0cd x6m Léng-f)ixi thuge tinh Béc-Liéu, vdn la em cta Ly-

’
it ol

- thi-Phong, kéu la thim gido Diéu, ching la da biét roi,

Thiy ba Lan v& nha cdi 40 mot hoi kho mo-hoi roi, thiy
moéi ndim trén bg van diiu nhé ma nghi. Cach chang bao law
vo di danh bai v8, bude vo thily thiy Ba Lan ném thi cuwok

va hdi riing :

— Bira nay boi dit hay khong ?
- — D8 xai.

— Ki€m dwoc bao nhiéu ?
— B3n nim ciit,
—~- D& khet | Toi & nha ma téi ki€m duwoc mot dong miy.
— Gidi ! Toi ki€m it, vdy ma chic in, bira nao ciing co.

Minh ki€m nhiu, ma toi so co bira phai ban 4o ban quén,
~-Dé& hon |

Hai vor chong cdi liy, bong ¢6 thim tw Hira bong con lai
dirng ngay trude ctra kéu ma noi riing : « Thim Ba, ¢o ai hoi
thiim nha thim diy. » Vo thidy ba Lan ngo ra thi thdy hai
nguoi dan-ba bwng tbung, co dic 2 dira nhd, duwong dom

8 buede vo cira,

. Thily Ba Lan ngdi day, ngo ra, rdi la lon 1én riing : « (‘hr
hal ! Chi moi lén toi day hay sao ? »

- Thim gido Diéu thiy em thi mirng, bén xéng-xdm buwodc vés

~ khong ai ngai nira. Co Hao véi hai dira nhd ciling budce vo.



60 <R CUO'l GUONG

Vo thily Ba Lan ciing mirng, song thily chi di ma co dic
theo 3 dira con thi hoi riing :

--- Chi di ma chi dic h&t sip nhd theo rdi ai @i nha ?
— Nha toi ban roi, '
— Ua sao vay ?

— Toi ban nha déing 1én trén niy ma &,

Vo Ba Lan nghe noi nhw vay thi chau may, coi sfic mit

khong vui, quay qua di vo budng.

Thiy Ba Lan ngo miy dira con ctia thim gido roi noi réing:
« My nam nay toi khong co vé dudi, bay gio sép nhd coi
1on dai. Con 1on day ia con Hao phai hon ? » |

Thim gido ngo6i trén van, 1ot cai khin choan hau xudng
ma lau mit va dap riang ;

— Con Hao do da.

— Con hai dira nhd tén gi ? Toi quén.

— Thiing lon d6 la thing Hoa, con thidng nhd 1d théng
Hiéu. Toi dé dwoc trac ndm roi cau méi di ma,

__ Phai a. Nam t6i di thi con Hio méi 12 hay la 13 tudi gi
do, bay gior no lon dai. Sip ndy n€u toi giip ngoai dlrb'ng thi
toi co biét dau, :

_ Thiing Phung di dau, nily gio- khong thiy no ?

- N6 moi xin su roi chay di mua banh déng quan. Coé viée
gi hay sao ma chi khong & dwdi nira lai di 1én trén ndy ?

— (! cong chuyén dai ldm, de. thling-thiing roi 16i sé no6i

cho ciu nghe., . | AR )
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. — Nha ¢hi ban cho ai ?

~ — Ban cho ho & dwéi,

— Ban dwroc bao nhiéu ?

— Co6 30 dong bac,

— Sao ma ré dir vy ?

— To6i budn nén ban ma di phirt cho ranbh,

i1  — Chachd! ( ddt Saigon nily khd lim. Chi la don-ba, mé
’ lai mang t6i ba dira con, lam sao cho dii #in ?

3 ~ — Téi buon ban bay ba ki€m mot ngay doi ba cit ciing
~ dugc ma, ’

g — Doi ba cal lam sao cho du ? O dit ndy tdn hao trim be,

; | ehb' phéi nhu & duoi minh hay sao. Phai trd tién phd, phét
. mua com gao, phlli mua dau den, phii in banh hang, moF

moi déu phai ton bét thay, Chi co 30 dong bac vdn, toi so
chi lam trong vai thang thi tiéu hét,

- — Khong ¢6 sao dau,
Vo Ba Lan nghe noi chi chong co 30 dﬁng bac thi buéc ra

noi rﬁng

g _,Minh. khéo lo! Chi hai c¢o vOn toi 30 ddong bac con gi
- ntra, VAy cho hoéi minh Ién Saigon minh ¢6 v8n lai bao
~ nhiéu? Lén toi trén ndy c6 9 ddng bac, md miy nim nay

ciing xong vay.
- — Chi bi v&i minh sao dwoec,

e Nao lai khong dwoe, Chi dirng ¢6 1o chi Hai, Chi muwon
Ph&chi 0, chi lapmotcai quantra-hug, con dur baonhiéuchid®&
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toi cho gitim tién gop, 1ay loi chi in khong he&t, Dau dang kiag
<on hai cin phd trdng do6, chi muwén phirt mot ciin chi & di.
Phd co 5 dong mot thang ré qua, |

Thim giao ngo-ngao mot hoi rdi noi réing : | o i
— Thoi, cho miy me con toi & dau do vai bira roi sé hay.
— O d& it bira thi duoe,

Théang Phung di choi vé, birde vo thidy khach la diy nha, N
khong bidt la ai, dirng ngo thiing Hoa véi thiing Hléu trAn- '({
tran, "

Ba Lan chi no ma noi voi chi riing : « Thing con cﬁa toi _'1? o
do da, Lai xa ¢6 Hai day, Phung. » i

Thing nhd 14y mit ma ng(), khong x4, khong chao chi hét.

Thim giao noi rang : « Lon rdi no gidng hich ma no. Hai
dira do la anh ciia con da: N6 & ruong nén qué mua Km,
con dic giium no di choi diy

Thing Hoa bwée ra ngoai, Thiing Hidu véi thing Phung di
theo, roi ba dira lam quen no6i chuyén véi nhau,

T&i lai thim giao Biéu maéi thuat viée nha ciaa thim cho vor
chdng Ba Lan nghe, Thim 16 thiét viéc co Hao 18y Ta-Tai
Xuong ¢o chira, ba CA Hoang ham he lam hai, lai Ta-Tai
Xwong ciing lam lo, lo cudi vo khae, bai vy thim phai
ban nha ma di, lrwde tranh dd tidng ché cudi, san khéi bi
ba Ca lam kho d&, Vi thim bi¢t bung vo Ba [.dn khong (8t
nén thim giftu biét sir co Ban-Bién cho 300 dong bac, va sw
vo chong Hueong-sur Thién cho thém 100 nira, s néi ra roi
vo' chong Ba Lan héi muon, lam lon-xon liéu LEL 4i,
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ey Ba Lan nghe ré didu dudi viée ¢6 Hio, thindi gidn, nén

0
moi ring :
- — Chi di bay qua! Theo toi, thi 16i & lai do, coi ai lam
sa0 ma hai to6i dwoce dau hai thir coi. S¢r viée gi nén phéi

O xtr ma di, |
= - (i thai! Minh stre nhw chau-chfiu, con ngudi ta nhw cai
il;xe minh chng sao cho lai nguoi ta,

- P Chén da minh choi véi chén kidu, diu minh c¢6 bé thi
can chén kiéu cfing mé, so gi ma khong choi.

ay, |

e Cung tai con minh né dai Jim nén méi ra c& doi nhu
- vdy, minh ph@i trach minh ché khong nén trach nguwoi ta,

. :': Vo Ba Lan xen vo6 ma no6i réang : « Chi Hai thiét tha qua
'Theo toi, n€u con toi no ldy con ba Ca ma co chua, thi co
- phdi dé dau, Phdi cuoi con t6i thi méi ém, bing khong thi

' 16iJam rim mang xéu ca ki€n ho. Con mudn cho t6i di ding
- thong tha ma cwdi cho khac, thi ciu cho t6i doi ba ngan, bi€t
Etbi chin hay khéng ma, Ho khong co cho chi dong nae
hay sao? » ;
é ~ Thim gido dy-dw roi dap réng :
- — Khong ¢o,

—Tue chét di !

;-'lhél mo, O’ doi tinh viéc hung dir lam chi, Minh &
phél ai ¢6 lam qudly thi Troi Phat bigt cho ho.

— Noi nhu chi vy thi h&€t chuyén roi. Minh ngheo, lam
1h€ gi miéng co6 tén thithoi. Chi mudn & phai, ma khong

‘%.";‘WW? MRS e < T, T
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¢6 com dén, chi doi chi ch@t rdi & phai sao dwoc? '_'| (e
il

— N&u vy thi gidau moi lam phéi dwge, con ngheo lan lﬁ“‘ﬂ

phéi khéng dwoce hay sao 2 Toi cir lam phdi hoai, diu nglré' e
ta khong biét ch/)' co 1€ Troi Phéat cling hay, g \:ln
g\

Vo Ba Lan quen thoi ham tign bge, nghe chi noi chon- i
chit qua thi tire curodi, 1 l’{ga\ 1'
‘Thim day lai héi Ba Lan réng : | _,{fd ﬂ"ﬁm
— Con cau mo lén Sangon lam #dn miy ndm nay vay mb g
kha khong ? i
(i

_ Troi oi, nghéo mudn chét, kha gidng gi dwoe,

— Cha bay tré hoi do co day chu sach thude nhiéu, Caw  ‘ "
coi mach hit thude cho nguoi ta khong dwge hay sao ? .

— Toi coi mach doan chirng binh nhw thin, ngit vi toi - B
nghéo, nha cira 16i thoi, in miic xAp-x¢ ho khong tin, nén |
ho khong chiu ugng thude, biét lam sao, Ché chi 101 €6 vémr |
mol vai ngan, téi don tiém thudc rue ré, téi muwon nhut-
trinh c¢d-dong, toi in loi rao ma rdi, toi treo bin eimg duong
thi chéc toi kidm su dau lam. : ' o

— Cha sfip nhd toi hoi treee co don tiém don téo gi dau,
ma ho cling rwedre hit thude lién lién do sao.

— O dwoi dong khae, con & dit Saigon khae, Chi phan bi
sao duge, (F dit nily phai lam cho choa con mit thién-ha thi
ki€m tién moi duoe,

— Cau khong lam thude, vay cau lam ngh€é gi &n?
— Toi lam Théy hoi.
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— Cau bitt boi hay sao ?

— Ho6i trede anh Hai co chi sach boi, sach twdng cho toi
hal dinh, Toi coi sach roi toi xi qué noi bay noi ba ki€m
ién ciing duoc,

— Noi bdy noi ba ma ho tin sao ?

"\ (O dill Saigon dé cai do 1§m. Lam viée gi ho ciing di hoi
W€t thay. Toi boi cho m#ly 6ng méy c¢o ca ngwa ciing no roi.,
Co ngwoi tring lon ho vé ho thudng 16i toi nam ba ddng
bac, Minh boi minh dirng ¢o6 doan quy€t, minh noi phéan hai
bé ndo cling tring.

il

.], — Cha ! Cau lam ngh& do ciing d in ha !

(i - — Kha lam chi. Ma 16i noi cho chi nghe choi, chi dirng xi
ra, ho bit roi ho khong thém boi nita L6i chét doi da.
~— Ai dai dui vay hay sao.

1105
Mén
Ton

Vo Ba Léan héi thim gido ring :

— Chinoi chi ban nha 30 dong bac, chi di xe hoi véi méiy

dira nhé 8n hao bon roi, bay gior chi con dwoe bao nhiéu ?

{ — Toi con du. |

- — Sao ma con du dwoce ?

L4 — Téico it chuc gia laa, Hom di toéi ¢6 ban 1&8y bac d6 ma
di dwrong,

hi { s A, co vay Chéng bl O Saigon ¢o tui moc thi n6 moe nghé

i | 1&m, Chi con bao nhiéu bac thoi duwa toi cdit, chd chi dé trong

4 i.nh khong xong dau. Tui no thdly chi & ruong 1én, no theo
| chi lim da,

-

-
g

‘f .
- G
?: === Toimay trong tui 40 chic cirng, lam sao ma ho &y

8



66 CUdT GUONG

con du, Thim bén lav mot @m gidly 20 bén kia vaoi 10 dong bae

ma diang, »

e e —— . t— —— e ——

--- N6 moc tii khong dwoe, thi no lit di cho.
— Gidng gi ma dir vay !

—— (), n6 dir l&m ma. 3 Tt | -
—-Théi, dé sang mai toi md tai ra rdi toi sé goi tién cho
ciu mo ciit gitim,

Dém 8y vo chéng Ba Lan voi thing Phung thi nga chung ¥ 4
mol cdi giwong trong budng, nhwong bo van nhé phia trueée § |
cho maly me con thim gido chen nhau ma nga do. W i

Thim gido co 400 dong bac trong minh, thim nghe nm ho §
moc tai thi thim s, ngit thim da noi I véi em rang thim §
c6 30 dong ma thoi, lai thim khong tin bung em dau, nén
thim khong biét li¢u 1€ nao, Thim do'n trong nha ngt het rai | b
thim maoi lén ngdi day md tii méc bac ra ma d€m, Nho cai §
dén trong buong doi sang, thim soan bac lai, thi con du 3

| 0
tim gidy sén cia co Ban-Bién dua, véi 5 (dm gidly hai chue §
cua ba Huong-sw cho, Con tién ban lua dwoc 26 dong bae, gn

tir hom ra di d€n nay, trd tién xe tir Lang-Dai lén Béc-liéu § .
voi cho sip nhé dn banh, va mwon xe qua Khinh-hoi, mé
hét 3 dong, duwr lai 23 dong thi thim goi gidy ri¢nyg coi lai cling

{
1é bén niy, cong la 30 ma dé riéng. Con lai 380 dong voi goi
13 dong, thim bd cai goi 380 dong vao tui tay mét, lay kim
chi trong cai thung cua thim ma may miéng lai chic CIl‘l"xg'.
Goi 13 dong thi thim bé vao tai tay lrai d& ma xai, nén
khong cin cét k.

Sang bira sau thim gido thre day goi 30 dong bae cho vor
Ba Lan cdt giim, Vo Ba Lan thily bac thi cwoi vanoi réng ;
« I, d& 1oi ciil ginm cho, chirng nao co viée dung thi sé li,r.-.
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4 '
- Ba Lan ban 4o dai, bit khéin dong, stra soan qua cho Bén-
’Thﬁnh mA boi, Khira di anh ta kéu vor ma dén riing : « Minh

1i chor mua thit ca ding n#lu cho chi Hai véi séip nhd dn, Soém
moi t6i khong #n com nha dau, ¢ nha #in di, dirng c6 cho »,

£

Vo Ba Lan r{ thim giao di chg B€n-Thanh mua do én, dé
06 Hao & nha coi nha véi mily dia nhd. Bi cho vé, thim
;; gifo dirng nhiim cai ngd ba dwong dudi ciu Khanh-Hoi, thién
~ ha di qua lai dap déu, c6 thé 1ap quan tai cho do ma ban do
du'o'c Vé toi nha, thim lai di thang lai coi 2 cin phd tréng
ddu dang kia, thi ciin ndo ciing sach sé, co thé don dwoe,

- - Dén x€ Ba Lan vé, thim gido té y mudn mudn mol cin
~ ph& ma & riéng cho thong tha, roi lap dua 1€ duwdong tai nga
,’ ba vo Nha Rong, mot cai quan ban tra hug, dira xiém, trdua,
| lhuéc, banh trai chiat dinh ki€m 1o ma nusdi con. Ba Lan
g mudn cho chi co nghé lam i an ddng minh kKhoi nudi, bot vay
.!' nghe chi tinh nhw th€ thi khien phds, lat dat di mwdn phd

- gitm, di mua mot cai chong, dé trong budng, mot bo van
v th(’mg 6t phia trueée.

Anh la lai biéu vo di mua dén, mua chén. dia, o, noi, du
edb cho chi &n & riéng,

,. L R
.

Thim gido don nha yén roi, Ba-Lan méi lo lap mot cii
‘quan cho c¢hi mua ban, Nho co 30 dong bac d6 anh ta moi
dﬁt cho tho moc dong mot cai ban ddnﬁ de do ban, dong
mol edi gh€ dai cho thién-ha ngoi #n banh udng nuwoe tra-
_hug, dong 2 cai gh? diu cho chii-quan ngdi va mua ¢ khire
<y dé cdm xudng 1é dwong roi kéo bo mi che niing.

= gy

o ———
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an nha lanquén xong 1oi thi vor chong Ba Lan noi da
Qiéu dut 30 dong bac va hdi bay gior 18y gi lam v3n mua

Bt B oaiadi S
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d6 ma ban, Thim gido cwoi va dap réing: « Tién ban laa toi
con muoi miy dong bac day, toi ldy tién 8y mua do ma
ban duoe,

Vo Ba Lan nghe noi nhw vay thi noi réing -

— Bo chi ndly con tién nhiu lim, ma c¢hi s¢ minh mwon
nén chi gidu ché gi ?

— Khong co dau, Ai gidu lam chi,

Thim giao mua dira xiém bank in, banh ban, 8i, man, triu,
cau, roi ra ngdi quan ma ban, con ¢6 Hao thi quat lira ndw
nuwde ma pha ra-hué,

Mé&i khoi ban mot bia ddu, ma ngweoi ta ghé quan d@n banh
udng nuwoc thuong thudng hoai. Me con thim giao thﬁy vay
thi vui long chée s€ ¢6 d com én ma sdng duoe.

Day phd cho thim gido Diéu muwdon ma & day chan 10 cin,
hoi trude ¢o 8 chi &, bay gior thim gido muwdn mot eiin nita,
nén dwoc 9, con trdng mot ein, |

O ngoai di vo, gip cin diu la ciin cha thim T Hia &.
Thim ndy co chong hoi trwde lam Cip-rdn coi cho mudn
xe-kéo, chong theo vo bé di dau mat hon mot ném roi,
khong ai gidp, bd thim 0 lai voi mot dira trai 12 tuoi, va mot
dira con gai moi 3 tudi; thim mua ban rau cdi bén chy
Bén-Thanh,

Cian thir nhi Thay doi Tién & voi vo va 5 dira con, Thiy
lam Doi di gily cho nha Biing, &n luwong cling trong, ngit hé

vé nha thi udng ruou say luon luén roi chudi vor d{mh con v
lam rum trong xom,
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i 1 Can thir 3 14 cin cha Ba Lan 0.

Cén thir 4 thi Tam Tinh &. Nguoi nay khong co vo con
© Jam vige voi Thanh-Phd, coi gop tién thu& bén nwoe, nén di
~ s&m vé 151, it hay c6 & nha,

Can thir 5 thi chi chét Lin ¢ voi vo Annam va o dira con.
- Cha lam nghé ban mi thanh, nén sé'm moi thi chi & nha lam
mi, trua chit méi ganh di cac n€o dwong ma ban cho dén 10

I hoiie 11 gior khuya cht méi vé,

Cin thir 6 thi ¢6 Ky Hai &. Co ndy chong chél, co moi 35
tuoi, & lam tho-may ma nuoi 3 dira con,

- Canthi 7 thi co Hoang-thi Diém-Xuan &, co nﬁy la ngurori
- Biie, chirng 24-25 tuoi, dirng ban hang tai mot haing buon lon,
l ~ dn lwong moi thang 40 ddng ; co & voi ngudi di, ¢o khong co
| chodng, ma lai c6 mot dira con trai chirng 4 tudi.
| Cin thir 8 1a efin thim gido Diéu méi muwon & do.

Cian thir 9 thibd trdng.

Con ciin chot thi vo chong anh Tam Siru &, Anh niy lam
cu-li vat dé dwdi tau buoén, con vo thi ban che-thung, Vo
chong c6 2 dira con, hé chong di lam, vo di ban, thi 2 dia
con dé cho me gid,

Day la k& noi day phd ngoi & phia ngoai, con vo trong
~thi c6 nhiéu céi choi nho véi mily diy phd la cft cai nim
- ném ngang ddy ndim doc, hang dan nghéo & chat-hep do-
~ day, ké khong xiét,

_ Thim gido Bi&u xudt c6 miy chuc dong bac mathim yénchd
0, lai ¢6 cong viéc lam dn, bdi vay thim h&t lo s nhue hom &
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Lang-Dai moi ra di, ma nhit 1a thim ro trong i hiét con
ot s8 bac toi 380 ddng, thim ké chiic b& nao con thim cling

khéong doi, thi thim cang virng long ma dom dwong voi ?C}
thé cuoc, b 17
M6i buoi som moi, thim di mua banh trai dem vé 16i co A

Hio phu don ra quan ma ban. C#n nha ctia thim tuy chéing !
co do dac chi qui, nhirng ma thim so ké gian vé6 tom quan W
4o thi ciing t8n tién may cai khac, bai vay thim didn thiang
Hoa voi thang Hi€u phii & nha coi nha, ma lie ndo co ranh

thi thim con sai ¢c6 Hao chay v& thiim chirng nita. Ngay nao.
cling vay thim ban cho téi 18i mo thim méi don vé, |

Co Héo co6 nghén, co doisic, va nho 1én Saigon tdm goi
nwrdc ngol nén da mit ¢o trang do, lwong mao coi con dep
hon hoi trude niva. Co phu voi me ma ban quan, mdi ngay
co ban mot cai quan vai den voi mot cai 4o ba-ba vii tring,
don-ong con trai qua lai ai cling dom ng6, ai ciing trim tro,

Co mot nguoi khach-tra lam Mai-chin cho hiing tau do,
nha o mot cdn ldu lai dwong Kinh-Lép, thwong hay qua
Xom-Chieu ma xem xét hang hoa dwéi tau, Chu né thdy

c6 Hao thi chi no phai long, Chu héi thim nguoi ta néi ¢
Hdo la chau cta Ba-Lin, nén mot dém no chii ghé nha Ba-

L4an ma xin lam mai cho cht cuwdi ¢d Hao, =

Vo Ba-Lan ¢6 tanh tham, thdy cha Mai-chin di xe-hoi t6t,
4n méc sang-trong thi mé, vira nghe chi n6i mudn cudi ¢d
Hao, thi thim d& tinh 16t da nai, nén gianh voi cllbng ma
noi rdng :

— Con chau t6i n6 66 chira ma cwdi gi¥ng gi. Cha kh(’mg
thdly hay sao ?
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imh'“ W |  — Khong c6 sao ma. Co chira thi co ché, Ung ngo chirng

"an n&o dé ngo cho tién nfim nha thwong.

0 p

' 16 'L' e Chit nﬁy noi ky qua ! Mudn vo sao lai mudn don-ba
| co chu'a ?

,r;:;m — 0, ng6 mudn vay ma. |

| qu;g - Khémg ¢O duge, Roi chirng no de ma&i lam sao ?

Uling — Dé con ngo nuodi, Ngo khong c6 con ma ?

W | A, hi&a voi. Chu khong ¢6 con, nén chia moéi lam nhw

| vy ding ki€m con, Chu c6 vo roi hay khbng?

- — Co6 cho, Ngo co 3 nguedi vor lan ma, 2 ngudi vo Tau,
o | mot nguoi vo A-nam, ngwoi nao ngod ciing muwon phd cho &
iy | riéng hét ma. Noi gitm voi con gai do wng ngo, ngd mudm
4 | phd cho &, moi thang ngo cho 30 dang bac,

- Vo ba Lan nghe n6i nhw vy thi ngoé chong, rdi lay miét té
Lo ¥ bidu chong dirng noi, & cho thim lap th€ ma xé tidn. Thim
) fj ewdi va noi voi cha Mai-chin ring :

* | - Khong 6 duwoe, chi oi, Con chau tdi chdng chét, &
J i' dwdi ruong moi lén, no hay mic c¢& ldm. Noi khong duoc
) ﬁ: dau, No con ba gia no, ba do kho ldm. Téi khong dam dut
| miéng vo lam mai.

A -

- — Duoc ma, thim lam mai gitim, ngo cho hai chue.

* '.

- _ Y, Puoc d4u na, Ciu cho mot trim bi€t ta chiu hay
 chua ma.

- — Xin-x&i ma, Thim noi di, n€u dwgce ngo cho nhigu nhiéu

| ~— Cho mot triim da, nghe hoén ? Chiu vay thi 16i moi
l&m mai. | PR
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— Héam hay la..... '\:
— Thoi, Mai-chin v& di. e téi néi coi né chiu hay khong, Mt .
vai bira i toi sé tra i, Nha cha phdi & dwong Kinh-Ladp § i
hay khong ? | | B il
o | |
Cha Mai-chin vé rdi, vo chong Ba Lan mirng rd, chie 1
triing m&i niy no réi. Minh lam mai ma né cho 100 dong bac, Wl dl;
thi titn cwréi co 1€ no eting dam cho dén ngan., Ma lam mai kS

bay gio-ldy x&1 100 dong, ché ngay sau con nho-nhéi nhiga
hon ntra,

Vo Ba Lan bén sai con .di moi thim gido Diéu lai noéi
chuvén,

Thim giao lon-ton di lai, vira méi buéde vo, thi Ba Lan lién -
noi rdang: « Thoi chi da dd réi da chi Hai, » Thim giao chwng-
hirng, khong bidt viéc gi, nén hdi riing : « Thoi sao ma do 2»,

Vo Ba Lan tra loi rﬁng: « Co chii Mai-chin hiing taun do,
giau lim, chu mudn ewdi con Hao. Chi moi 1én Saigon, ma
gdp cai may nhuw vay khong phai la thoi chi @6 hay sao ? ».

P ateas L W e O g’ y

Thim gi4o tinh co, chira phéan phai quily dwoc, nén khéng
biét sao tra loi, Thim bwée Jai van ma ngdi, roéi noi rﬁng g

— Con Hao ¢o6 chira, bira nay bung n6 da canh-canh, ma
ga 1ay chong noi gi? A
— Ay, ma nguoi ta chiu cwdi, thi minh ga, ché s lam sao,

' — GA nhu vdy, chirng n6 v& nha chdng, nguoi ta biét no
c6 chita, dé gi hay sao ? | |
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- — Chi dirng lo. Toi noi roi hét, Toi noi chong no chét, no
<0 chita. Cha Mai-chin noi ¢6 chira thi ¢o6, khong hai gi ;
néu wng chi thi cht mwon ph$ don nha cho ma &, moi thang
chii cho 30 dong bac ma xai, chirng dé cha cho tién ma néim
nha thuong dé, con thi chi nuéi.

' — Cwdi vor gi ma ky eue vay ?

— Chi qué muia qua, Cha Mai-chin khéong co6 con, nén
chit mudn ki€m con ma nuoi, ché co gi ddu ma ky cue, Nhur
Annam minh ho « ndm » vy ma, chi bi&t hon ?

— Troi dat oi, chée khach,hiét con nhd n6 wng hay khong?

— Cau cho dugc nhu vay, ché sao ma khong wng. Toi noi
<ho chi bi€t, cha Mai-chin do giau lim. Cha & nha lau, cha
di xe-hoi, tien bac khong thigu gi. Chi ga con Hio vo do, chi
da cai quan tra-hu@, r6i ndm ngira ciing ¢6 com ma &n,
chang cin lam viée gi heét. Chwa gi cha di noi cha don nha
cho ma ¢, chi cho moi thang 30 dong bac. Néu con Hio in
& voi chi ma dé cho chi mot dira con trai, thoi no nhuw tién,
- sung suong bi€t chirng nao,

— S¢ con Hao n6 khong chiu cho,

= =101 ¢oi by chit mudn con Hio 1im. Chi gi chi doi nim
biy triim hoiic mot ngan ¢é 1& chi ciing chiu ntta, Chi doi

mol ngan di, ehirng nao chu khong chiu r6i minh sé bat
';;mﬁng.

Ba Lan ting-h#ng roi néi ti€p réng : « Chi Hai ne, chi thi
‘nghéo ma lai co con 161 ba dira, O’ @4t ndy mudn dit com ma

#in, thi cre khé 1dm ché khong phii d& ddu, Vo chdng toi
cling ngheo, bi€t lam sao ma giap dé chi dwge, Tir hom miy
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me con chi lén trén ndy toi nay, vo chong 16i 1o cho chi hét
sire. Thily chi don quan ban c6 moi kha, thi vo chdng toi
cling mirng. Ma ban quén thi biit qua mdi ngay té loi di mua
gao niu cho sfip nho iin, ché dir-da gi dwoe. Vi nhur rii chi
dau Om roilam sao ? Hudng chi con Hao c6 chira thi it thang

nira n6 phai dé. Cha cha, chirng dé day 18y gi ma tré tién nha

thuwong, voi con phai nuoi thém mot dira nhd nira, khong co
lién kho ldm ! Nhw cha Mai-chin chi mudn cwéi con Hao
ay la mol viéc may cho chi. N&u chi ga, thi con Hao khoi
mang ti€ng chira oan dé lanh, ma mily me con chi lai duwo¢
no am tron doi. Chi gd con Hao thi chi nho, ché vo chong
toi khong #n nhau gi, Toi chi chd loi hai cho chi biét vy
thoi, chi dinh e nao tw y chi .

Thim giao bOi-rdi trong ri, nén ngdi ldng thinh ma
suy nghi,

Vo ba Lan noi thém rfing : « Nén g lam da chi Hai, Con
ngwdi ta tie-t& nita kia, ma s¢ 1y chong khong dwge nhuwr
vy, Do 1a cai phuée etia Tron cho chi, Chi ga chi doi mot
ngan di. Vo chdng toi lam mai ddc riét vo, chéc cha Mai-
chin chi chiu, Chi 18y mot ngan déng bac, nhw chi khong
can ding thi chi cho vo chdng toi vay déing 14p mot cai tiém

thude Béc choi. To6i vay mdi thang toi trd tién loi cho chi

xai, chi & khong ma #n, khdi lam cue khd. » )

Thim gido thé ra ma néi réing : « CAu mg no6i nghe phai
lim. Ngit khong bi€t con nhé né chiu hay khéong cho ».

Vo Ba Lan noi: « Thoi, d& téi bidu kéu no lai ddy, roi 4

minh hdi né coi »,
. .l)
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i | Vo Ba Lan bén sai thiing Phung di kéu co Hio nita, Co
Hﬁo lai toi, thim giao méi n6i réing : « Niy con, cau Ba voi
mo' Ba méi noi co mot chit Mai-chin giau ldm, chn thﬁ) con

a“j chii mudn nén chia néi ma cwdi. Ma véi cdu mo con mudn gi

~con, viay ma con wng hay khong, con noi thiét ra day 2 »

ARG H4o chau may, ngo me va cau mo roi thiing- thang dap
| ring :« Con c6 theé con khong them 1dy chong ».

Ba ngudi nghe méy loi nhw vay thi ngé nhau ma cuoi.

Ba Lan tudng con gai hé nghe c6 chdng thi mic cd, phii

- lam nang chat dinh, boi vay anh ta nghiém sédc mil ma noi
- réng : « Niy chau, chuyén chi Hai noi d6 la noi thiét, cho
khong phai noi choi dau, Nay gio' cau da ban tinh loi hai véi
- chi Hai rdi. Chan wng chi Mai-chin do la phai 1dm, Cha
~la nguoi giau co lon; hé chau wng thi nguoila cuwdi bac
ngan, ma chau co tién lam von mua ban, DBa vdy ma ngudi
ta con hira sé don nha cho me con chau &, méi thang ngwoi
- ta phit lwong 30 dong bac cho chau xai, chau dé con ngudi
- ta nuoi, chan nghi coi con doi sao nita méi wng ? Chaun phai
suy nghi lai. Dirng co ké s8 bac ngudi ta di cwod, hay la ngay
i sau chau &n & voi nguoi ta ¢o con eo6 chau roi chan hudng
' gia-tai, hién bay gio day nguoi la nuoi mdy me con chau,

,bao nhiéu d6 eting da sung-swéng roi. Cin ma co chong nhue
i Va} cho ? »
;;,.. - Co Hao dirng cay mong lay va dap riing :

= -‘3, — Thuwra, chau khong wng.

| --‘;,,.-A Tai sao vy ?
— Tai chau co thé, ch4au khong 18y chdng.
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— B0 chau con thuong con 6ng Ca Hoang hay sao ?

— Thwa, khong., Thir dg khdn nan nhw vay ma thuong
noi gi niva.

- Hay la chau con mudn doi 6ng Huyén ong Phi mao
thing ? ‘

— Thua, khong. Cai than chan nhw vdy, aima thém, nén
chan con mong kén chon,

—

- Chan bi€l nhuw vay, thichau phdi wng chi Mai-chin
ndy, ché con duc dic ndi gi. |

-~ Thwa, khong phai cha Mai-chin ndy ma thoi, diu al
dn ntra chau cling khong wng,
— Con noi ky eue qua |
Vo Ba Lan thily 1o cua chong khong cong hiéu, thim nong
long, bén noi rang :

— Chau dirng co dai nhw vay. Chau phii lo Iy chong
ding nudi me nuodi em, chd sao chau lai cw khong chin
[ay chong ? '

e -

~ Thwra, chau ban quan, chau nuéi ma va mily em miy
chau duoe, | |

— Mo héi vay ché chirng chau dé day, lién dau  chéu din f
ma dé ? e

— Chau v6 nha-thwong thi chau dé ?

— (0 duoi ruong méi lén, ai ma day no biét nha thtrorng
thi d6 na chéo, Thoéi, dé thi chau vo nha-tluro'ng thi, md

‘chirng dé rdi, chau méc bdng con, lam sao chaun ban quﬁd
i «cho dwoe ?
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— Ma chau ban do it ngay cho chau eirng cat roi chau ban,

.~ — Hu! Thiét ehau khong wng chii Mai-chin do hay sao ?

— Thié¢t, Chau da nguyén chau khong 1y chong, tha ch&t
doi thi chau chiu, cho chau khong ung ai hit,

Thim gido voi vo chong Ba Lan ldc dau, khong biét loi chi
‘ma khuyén do nia.

- Ba Lan biéu con Hao vé, roivo chong anh ta moi xii
thim gido phai ép ma ga dai, Thim giao noi ring: « Y1
Khong duge dau. Con nho ndy khong phdi nhw con nguoi
ta kbae dau ma ¢p, Toinghe no tra treo voi co Ban-Bién,
no mang nhiée Ta-Tai Xwong, thi toi bidt stre no roi, Khong
phii dé dau ma ép, Thoi, dé thiing-thang roi sé hay ».

Vo Ba Lan quyét an cho duge motl trém dong bac cong
lam mai, lai mong thim gido co6 tién ding ma lap tiém thude
bdi vay trong miy ngay sau chi ta cirtheo dudo co Hio,
noi vitn nily khuyen thé no, lam hét sirc, mi ¢o Hao cling
khong wng chi Mai-chin, Thim giao ciing phu ma do ; do
khong duoce thim lam gian lam hon, hoi tai sao ma khong
chin Iy chong, thi c¢6 Hao ciing cir noi tai co co loi thé
khong ldy chong, cho khong phii tai duyén co nao khic,

~ Noi khong duwoc, vo chong Ba Lan gian miing co Hao roi
1% 7 'y . o ) D D
¢fim khong cho ¢o toi nha nira.

Yoy

(o Hao thily cdu mo gian, ma thdy me cing phién thico
buon hiu, t8i ngay khong nhich mép.

£,
Y
4

;.8 ‘ A |
g‘MQt dém, me voi em déu ngti so'm, ¢o Hao md cira ra ngor
¢hom hém trwege thém. Trén troi mit tring to rang, trong

b
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X6m ngurdi nglt im lim, duy ngoai dwong co6 ¢6 Digm-Xuan, .
12 nguwdi & khit mot bén, ¢o tho than di qua dilai. Co Hio
nhin tring td6 c¢o6 ho phan minh, thiy canh tinh ¢6 nhé qué R |

xwa, bdi vay c6 ngdi ma hai hang nwoe miit chiy rong-rong,

Co Diém-Xuan di qua dilai mot hoi r6i y ¢0 mudn lam
quen voi co HAo, neén ding lai ngay trirée miit ¢o Hao ma
noi réing : « Chi em & mot bén nhau, ma ai cling méc lo lam
#n, nén khong c6 gio ma lam quen, coira tinh lot-lat qua »,

Co Hao nghe noi thi latdat dirng day, 18y vat 4o ma lau

niroe mit.

Nho y&n trang 1o, ¢o Dié¢m-Xuin thidly co Hao khoe thi cd f
chwrng hirng, ma lai b8i rdi, ti€c thim minh mudn lam quen
ma rai nhiam lic ngwoi ta khong vui, béi vay ¢o bo ngo néi
1‘51\0’ -

« Xin 10i co, toi khong dé co co viée riéng, cho phﬁl mé l
161 bigt thi 161 khong damy. |

(.6 Hao guong cudi ma dap rdng ;

— Thua, ¢d co6 161 chi dau, To6i lai day sau, 1é thi toi phas; .
di thim chi em ma lam quen. Téi khong lam, ma toi lai dé
cho ¢6 lam quen truoe, thi toi ¢o 16i nhidu, ché ¢o ¢6 161
-chi dau, aoh-

— o noi phii 1Em, Con nguwoi ddi voi nhan phiico 18
nghia coi méi dep. Tife vi bon chi em ta nghéo, nén 18
nghia phai so-sot chut dinh, vay chi em ta pbai rong dung
cho nhau, Thoi, viéc ndly hai chi em la tha 161 cho nhau hét,
«dirng ai trach ai thi hay hon, '

— Co6 phan nhw vay toi riit cam on.
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; — Co6 & dau lai day ? Co thud nay & Saigon, hay 1a & nha.
- qué mdbi lai?

~ — T nhé chi lon téi & Bac-Liéu, Toéi moi 1én Saigon ma

ki€m cong viéc lam an day,

— Co & voi ai ?

— To61 & vOi ma toi va 2 dira em trai,

— Co ¢6 biu d€n thang nao co6 sanh ?
G- Thang 8.

CO Hao nghe hodi téi viée sanh-siin thi cé ho-then, nén
«dap cuc ngun, rdi lai day méit chd khac.

- GO Diém-Xuan khen tring t6 réi moi co6 Hio ra dudng
di 1én di xubng n6i chuyén choi ma hirng mal,

Hai ¢6 thiing-thing ma di, C6 Diém-Xuan hsi nfly thiy cé
Héo khoe thi bi€l co Hio c¢6 viée budn, ¢6 mudn khuyén
gidi co Hao, nén noi rang : « Cai doi ciia bon chi em minh la
cai doi kho, Da hi€t nhuwr vay, thi diu co viée chi kho lim
di nita, minh ciing chiang nén budn, phai lap tim cho virng,

lap chi cho bén, ma luwét qua bién khd, viée quily pllal Xin
phu cho Phat Troi xét soi y.

- (o6 Diém-Xuan noi tinh co, ¢6 ludn minh-mong, nhurng ma
7 ~ 'mdy loi dy co dinh-ddp véi thm-syr cta co Hio nhidu i, bdi
> 'véy c6 Hao cam xie, ¢6 cli mit ma thé dai khong noi chi hét;

Di mot khiic dudrng roi cd Hao méi héi ¢o Dieém-Xuén riing,
— (o 1a nguoi g8 & dau ?

. _Tei & Ha-Noi.
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— €0 vo trong ndy dwoc bao lau r5i ?

-— Hon hai nam roi,

—-Ba & nha ¢6 do6 1a ma ¢o phai hon?
---"T01 mo6 c¢oi cha me, Ba do 1a di cua toi,
— Con dira em nho do ?

---Con cna toi.

Hoi ndy co Diém-Xudn hoi co Hao vé viée sanh san, ma
khong dam hoi toi chong, Bay gior ¢o Hao nghe ¢6 Diém-Xuan
noi dica nhd Ay la con, song hon mot thang nay & day ma
khong thaly don-ong toi lui, co Hio mudn hoi coi chong ¢d
Die¢m-Xuan ¢ dau, ma r6i ¢o ai-ngai du-du khong dam hoi,

Co Diém-Xuan 1a gai thong-minh, ¢o6 thily c¢o Hao du-du-
thi co bidt v, Va lai mudn lam chi em than thi€t, thi cin phai
lav thiét tiph ma dai nhau, PA vay ma c¢6 Diém-Xuan ¢o mpt
mi tam-sw riéng, tr ngay co bude chon toi dit Nam-Ky thi
co dau-don khong bi€t chirng nao, trong cho giip mot ban
gai trong Nam ma bay té tam-sur 8y hodc may bot néi li't-uﬁt
chat it. Nay co gip c6 Hio, tuy chwa than thi€t, song co |
nghe co Hio noi chuyén co di 1¢ nghia, c6 mudn to tam-sw,
nén cudi ma noi ring : '

— Tbi chic ¢o nghe toi noi-thiing bé trong nha 6i do la
con clia 16, thi c6 mudn hoi chong téi & dau, ma vitoi khong
hoi thiim chdng cha co, nén co6 khong dam hoi t6'1 chbnﬁ,
ctia toi, phai vay hay khong ?

—.Co liéu trang qua ! To6i mudn hoi viée do, ma vi tol sq-
thit 18, nén khong dam hai.
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-~ Chong cta téi & Saigon ddy, Nhung ma & do thi &, ché
ciing nhw khong e6. ~

Co6 Hiao nghe mily l&i thi ldy lam ky, co dirng lai ngé cod
Diém-Xudn trAn-tran, Lac &y hai cd di toi ngay trude cira
ciin phd trdng, Co Diém-Xuan kén nidm tay c6 Hao, moi ngoi
trén thém can phd &y ma noéi chuyén choi,

Canh khuya, tring cang thém t6 rang, canh cang thém im-
lim, M@y con théng-lang & trong cin phd irdng chat ludi,
mﬁy con d&€ ltra nap ngoai bui ¢6 rAm gay om, lam cho hal
¢6 dén co6 tAm-sy riéng nén d&u bung-khuln trong long ké
khéng xiét,

Céd Diém-Xudn ngdi ling thinh mot hoi méinoi rang :
« Hoi nay 6i c6 noi véi cod, cai doi cua chi em minh la doi
kho. Ma cai khd cia ai ciing con kha, duy cai kho ctia toi

thiét la kho chiu ldm, c¢b6 6i! Gailén lén aicling mongcecod ..

chong, ding c6 mot ngwdi ban vui dong vai, budn chia buon,
ma hin-hai buéde trong duwong doi. Toi cling nhur chi em, dén
17-18 tudi, thi téi cling mo wore giip mot nguwod ban trim niim,
khéng cdn giau hay nghéo, miéng la dong chi déng tam biét
thirong yéu nhau thi da, Ma chi em ai ndy ¢6 cha me, dén
lae gin c6 chong thi chame chi dwong khon dai, chon ké
- hién lwong cho, Thm than téi ma-coi cha me, tir 7 tudi thi
nho ba di nudi, ma ba di lai nghéo, tuy thwong téi phai ran
cho téi d&€n trirorng ma hoc ba bdn nim, song ba thiét tha
- nén khong day bao téi duwoc mot ki nao vé cach khon dai &
dol voi ngudi ta. BEn chirng téi 19 tudi thi toi gip mot clu
l_'1.0(‘,-sanh'Saigon dwong hoc tai truorng ludt va chanh-tri, Cau
Bm quen voi toi roi ldn ldn hé Chua-nhut thi ciAu lai nha

~
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choi. Lam quen dwge chirng mot thang thi cdu lai to thiét ¥
cdu mugn k&t toc tritm néim- véi 10l Toi than phdn ngheo
hén, so khong xirng dang, CAu noi cau ¢in nhon-nghia, chor
khong phai.cidn bac tién,

To6i nghe mily 1o cao thwong &y thi toi kinh mén cau qua,
nén khong de-diic, ma ba di t61 ciing khéng nghi ngo. Trong
2 nim cau con hoe niwra do, thi toi chin ewe kho, lo buén ban
lam cho c6 ti€n nuoi cau, nghi vi tinh chong vo, nghia trong
tri, hoi ngheo phai gitp dé nhau ding lic giau ma vai hwdng
voi nhau, Pén ky thi thi cau thi ddu, ma lac Ay toi cling co
nghén thing bé 101 bay gio d8. Cau phdi trd vé Saigon dang
1o liin cho nha-pude cip biing di lam quan, Cau bao toi phai
& Hanoi ma cho, chirng rdo ciu duge gifly bo lam quan, thi
cau sé goi bac cho 1oi voi di t6i di thu ma vo, Tir ngay cau vé
Saigon roi thi bile tin, khong co tho tir chi hét. Téi sanh thing
bé toi rdi ma cling khong biét lam sao cho caun hay. HE ¢o
nguol quen vo Saigon thi toi cdy n€u gip cdu xin no6i giltm
cho cau hay toi sanh con trai va trong cau goi bac cho me con
toi vo. Toi nhén voi ai cling khong cong hiéu chi hét, Caich 2
néam nay c6 nguoiquen & Saigon veé,” toi hoi thim thi nguoi
ta noi cau lam Tri-Huyén ting si tai Saigon. Téi xinditéi
dem ¢8 cai nha, rdi ldy tién dfic nhau vo Saigon ma ki€¢m cau,
Toi Saigon toi kitm cau hon mot tudn 1€, ma khong biét -
chd nao. Mot budi soém moi chua-nhut, téi bong con tho
thin theo diay hang dwong Bonnard. Thinh-linh ¢6 mot cai
xe hoi moi tinh xol-xot ngirng ngay trude mat Lo, Toi
dirng tranh trén 1& duong thi thily céu trén xe leo xudng,
dua lay dic mot ¢o mic 4o quin thiét dep, rdi ciip lay
nhau ma_vo nha hang, Toi chay theo kéu : « Cau, cau, i vo
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';_.'mﬁy bira r&y,’ tdi ki€m cau dir qui.» Cau dirng lai ngo toi
{ran-tran, roi chdu may noi rang : « Kéu cai gi ! Toi c6 quen
~ biét ¢4 hoi nao dau, » Co6 mic 4o tot, cip tay di voi cau do,
¢ ciing ng6 toi ma noirding : « Co lim rdi. Chong cha toi

ma, ché phai ngudi Bac dau, » Cau kéo tay nguoi &y ma déc
di tuSt. Toi bong con dirng ngé theo, ngé ma khong thay gi
nira hét. Toi tréd vé chd ngu ma noi cho di toi hay, rdi di
chau dong khoe ché khong bi€t sao ma néi. Tién bac da gin
hét khong the tré vé Bac dwoce toi méi kiem xin lam trong
hang tir &y d€n nay ma nudi di nuodi con. Sau toi moi hay

thi¢t cdu lam Tri-Huyén va khi thi dau tré vé trong ndy

chirng vai thang thi cidu cuéi vo, cedi con gai cia quan Tri-
Phtt ham nao dé giau to, e6 xe-hoi, co nha t§t. CH nghi thy
eoi than don-ba nhuw téi thi kho 1a dwéong nao, Chirng minh
biét khon, thi da muon roi, Long da ciia don-6ng thiét la
kh$n nan lim, Ma théi, « thién ac dao ddu chung hiru bao »,

t6i nghi nhw vAy nén t6i khong thém budn, d& lo ma

nudi con. »

Co Diém-Xudn thuat chuyén cia ¢6 dau dén nhur viy ma
cd khong buon chit nao hé€t, Con e6 Hao ngdi nghe, ¢ sanh

- voi than ciia ¢o, thi ¢o thim tui; tai phan nguoi ma ciing tii
Tltplllin minh, nén ¢6 khéc nwoe mit chily rong rong,

- Go Diém-Xuan noi dit roi, c6 HAo bén noi rfing : « Toi

twéng c6 mot minh t6i bi ngudi ta gat ma thoi, ndo dé ¢o

eﬁng nhw t6i. Té ra Troi sanh bon don-dng, nhirt 1a don-
Ong ¢6 hoc thire, & ma bao hai chi em minh ma. »

- Co Diém-Xuan nghe m#y lod &y thi chung-hing nén
h&l réng : |

— Té ra eod cling nhuwr téi hay sao ?
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— Ciing vay. Vi vAy nén toi phii bd xir ma troi ndi lén ddy,
— Troi dét oi! dau don cho bon nir-hru bl!t la ch&ng nao

— Bay gio toi bi&t r5i ¢6 4, Sanh lam cun g&i & doi niy
phai gidu méi co chong, con ngheo nhur chi em minh thi l&
do choi cta thién-ha,

— Loi ¢6 noi @6 nhdm lam, Toéi lam quen vé&i ¢4, ¥y mudn
noi chuyén choi, ndo dé chi em minh ddng mot binh, Vay toi
xin k&t lam chi em véi ¢é chiing biét ¢6 diing chiing ?

— Né&u ¢6 co long chidu ¢ thi téi cdm on lim. Ma c¢é tin
t6i, nén co6 té6 tAm su cna co cho toi nghe'. Néu mudn lam
chi em, thi khong 1€ toi gifiu chuyén cha toi voico. DE toi
thuat tam-sw ena to6i cho ¢o ré, thi co cang oan bon do'n—c’mg
nhiéu hon nira, '

Co Hiao moi to nhd thuadt chuyén tinh cha cd lai cho cb
Di¢m-Xuan nghe, r6i nhon dip &y ¢o cling n6i luén chuyén
vo chéng Ba Lan mudn ép ga cé cho chi Mai-Chin hang
tau buon, ma c6 khong chiu, réi céu mo glan nén co bubn
hoi nay co ngoi ¢o khoce do.

Co Diém-Xuan nghe ré moi déu rdi ¢cd mdbi noi rng :

— N&u vay thi thiét chi em minh d3ng binh ma. Ma phéan
cd ngheéo, phdi nudi me nudi em, rdi ddy lai con sanh san

nira. N€u co ngudi giau c6 mudn cudi cd, thi co ciing nén

ung ding trirére sung-siréng tdm than, sau giup d& me voi
em, sao ¢oO lai khong chiu ?

— Vay cho phan cé, chdng dugc lam quan rdi ho bo ¢d
ma cudi vo gidu sang, sao ¢d khong 1y chong khac, ma co
lai khuyén toi 18y chong ?




cUdl GUONG 8o

~— Phan t6i lam viéc, c6 lrong dit nuoi di nudi con, cin gi
phal 18y chong nira. Toi tinh 161 tu diing nho ki€p sau,

- — Toinghéo, lai toéi khéng tu, ma tdi co thé toi khéng cho
mot nguai dorn-6ng nao dirge dong téi minh toi niva hét, vi
dérn 6ng do-day 1dm, Tai vdy d6 nén téi khong ldy chong
~ mnira, Tha nghéo thi chiu, ché dem than ma ban cho thién-ha
hay sao ?

Co Diém-Xudn ngdi ngim mghi rdi giic diu noi rédng:
« Co noi nhw vdy ciing phai lam. Song t6i twdng chi em
~ minh kiép nily ma chiu khd day la tai ki€p triege minh thi€u
tu, To6i khuyén co chﬁng nén oan hén ai hé&t, Hé lam lanh
thi giip lanh, lam du thi giip dir, Minh phdi lo lam lanh ma
eiru thin minh, ai lam dir thi Troi Phat bi€t cho ho, Vay
ki€p nfy minh nén tu ni¢m diing nho ki€p sau. »

Co Hio lic diu dap ring : « No trin olin-oai, tu sao giai
thoat duwoc matu! »

Tring di x& bong, hai ¢d nhin triing ma k&t nguyén chi
em, roi phan tay ai vo nha ndy ma nghi, ding sang c6 di lam
cong viée, |

| Tir &y vé sau c¢6 Hio voi cd Didm-Xuan tinh cang ngay
- cang than-thi€t nghia cang ngay cang min-nong; tuy c6 Hao
- thi oan doi, con ¢d Diém-Xuan thi tu (Am, nhung ma hai ¢o
vi dong binh nén thwong yéu nhau nhir ruot.

: Mot budi s¢m moi thiing Hoa véi thiing Hifu hé-hui khiéng
- mol quay dira-xiém & trong nha dem ra quan, cho me va chi

- . ) Wy s v Ry T ;?”43‘ e R T g



cho g1, » »

cln'lr\ng no ban, Quay dira thi niing, ma hai dira thi nhé, boi
vay chiing no ré di it bude rdi dé xudng ma nghi.

Vo ba Lan ngoi tai cira ngo thaly hai dira nhd kéo lé’t' quay
dira thi tirc cwoi va hdi réing : « Vay ché chi Hai bay di daw
ma khong xach, dé cho hai dira bay heé-hui nhw vay hie 2 »

Théng Hoa dap ring : « Ma toi n6i chi Hai toéi gin ngay_
nén khong cho chi xach., »

Vo thily Doi Tién dwong bong con dieng choi gin do, thim
nghe noi nhuw vay, thi thim noéi riing : « O, con chau ¢6 chira 1
con so, ma sao bung no lon thily phat so. Chic gan ngay rdi

Vo Ba Lan dap réng ¢

— Théang nao do khong blét Toi hoichi Hai toi, thichg
ciing khong hiéu, |

— Toi coi bo nd hom nay ot-éch qua, chiic la con nude ram
nay, cho khong laun dau,
— P& coi n6 dé roi tidndau no trd tién nha thuong cho biét,

— Gén ngay thi né vo6 nha Bio-sanh trong Choléa nb nim,
chirng nao dé thi deé, ché tién gao gi ma lo.

— Y ! Chi Hai t6i noi n6 khong chiu nfim nha thwong thi_
no doi qua nha Bio-sanh cua ¢6 muy Sau bén Cau-éng—Lanh
no nim,

— Ném do mot ngay téi mot dong,

— Ché¢ sao, Ngheéo ma n6 mudn lam binh qua. Vay thoy
hom truée ta wng cha Mai-Chin di, chirng dé chu cho tiém
néim phong, phdi swéng hon., 3
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— Chit M&ai-Chin nao ?

,- — Chia Mai-chin bén hang tau buon. Cha chiu curdi mot
ngan ma no6 lam phach no khong wng do.

— Troi o1 | Buge vay thi swong qua, con doi gidng gi nira,

E

-, — BoOivay xwa ray toéi ghét, toi’khéong théem ngo toi mit
- mn6. Ma chi do ciing ky, chi khong dam xit con, Con mudn
ngan ndo dwoce ngan ndly, chi khong dam dong toi. Phai
con toi ma n6 ngd-nghich nhuw vay thi toi dap chét,

Hai nguoi don-ba dwong noi hanh {6i me con thim gido
Dicu, ching day lai thi thidy mot dam con nit, c6 thiing
Phung, c6 con Tw Hitu, ¢o con Poi Tién dwong xiim nhau
ma phu voi thang Hoa va thang Hi€u khiéng quay diva chay
bon-hon ra quan, “

Loi ena thim Boi Tién doan thi¢t la khong sai, Dén bira

rim thang 8, nhiam L&t Trung-Thu, 18i 7 gior t8i, thién-ha kéo

~ mhau di dap-déu qua cho B&n-Thanh cii ma coi miy tiém

- eung banh, Ba Lan ciing khoa ctra diac vo con di choi, thi ¢o
Héo nhiin mit nhiu may noi dau bung,

& Thim gido Diéu van con giir di 380 dong bac trong minh,

Vi thim so vo chong Ba Lan muwon nén thim khong dam noi

tg ra, song mdiy thang nay thim da hdi thim nguoi ta, thim da

! bi€t bén Ciu-ong-Linh ¢6 ¢6 mu Shu dé gisi, nén thim tinh

F dem qua d6 ma dé, diu (dn mdi ngay mot dong bac cling
- khong hao bao nhiéun,

- Nay thim thidly con 6m bung ma nhin mic nhiu may, thim
- bigt con chuyén bung, nén lat dat chay lai cho vo chdng Ba
I.an hay va muon vo ba Lan dic gitim di qua nha B#o-sanh,
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Chang dé lai téi do thily cira d(mg chiic cirng. Thim glﬂo bi- . ' '
r3i, chay v& h&i thiing Hoa di keéu xe kéo, bidu co Hiosita W
soan di cho mau, thim lam l&ag-xiéing, b¢ thim quynh-quia,

Chinh lac ﬂy la lic ¢ Diém-Xudn di lam viéc vé, ¢o thily
chon-ron, c6 héi thim méi hay cé Hao chuyén bung, thicod
xin di theo ma dua ¢6 Hao qua nha Bao-sanh,

Thim gido d4n hai anh em thing Hoa & uha coi nha, nhuw
¢o budn ngh thi dong cita ma ngti, rdi thim dicco Hio radi.
Ba cai xe kéo n8i dudi nhau ma chay qua Ciu-6ng-Lanh, c6
Di¢m-Xuén di xe treéc ma dic duwong, ”

K Xin xem ti€p quy&n nhi tron be, &
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