Def. Doc. #2779 Exh. No.

ITrarcl=ted by .
Defense Langnage Rrarch

MITTTALY TRIRUNAT FOR THW FAR RAST

TET UNITED STATRS OF A"MRICA, et al

LRAXT, Sadao, et al

Sworn Depositionr
Deporert: OHTIRA, Fideo
Havirg first dvly s orr 2r oath as on attached
sheet ard in accordarce with the procedirre folloved

in my courtry T hereby deprose as follows,

l. My rame is OWTRA, Hideo. T was formerlv = njor-Genenr:
of the Jararese Army. From 14 April 1942 to 1 Arril 1044

I was the Chief of Staff of the Secord Imperial Grard
Division which was statiored in Stvmatra, "nder Lt.-Gener=al
UL, ARIPS. om trer nrtil immediately before the end of
the war, T wag a staff officer of the 25th. Army. -

"hile Lt. Gerersl '™"TN was ir that position, the
garrison-area urder the Tmrerial Guard Divisior (from 1
June 1943 it 1as crlled the Second Tmperial Guard Divicsior)
vas gradvally reduced as stated below:

a. From the outtresk of war to Arril 1943:; ™esterr Coast
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Province of Svmatra, Rio Provinee, Tapanori Province, EBastern
Coast Frovirce ard Aciie Provirce.

b. From may 1942: Taranori Frovirce, BEasterr Coast Provirce
and Acjie Frovirce,

C. From Jarvary 1944; T-ctern Coast Provirce 2nd Acjie
Provirce,

3. The Comm=nder of the Tmrerial Gusrd Divisior had nothing
to do ~ith the militarvy administration estalklicshed in the
garrisor-area, The commarder vas anrthorized orly to give
necessary instrvctdors as to deferse, and orly when the
garrisor-area might be attacked by the erenv,

4. 71ith regard to the treatmert of rricorers of wer ir
Sumatra, I heard that, ir the earlv stage of the ver, the
temporary PO™ camp was established by the Tmperial Guard
Divisior vkick oecuried the area. In the meantime, hovavar,
admiristr2tior of the rrisorers of war was taker over by
the versonrel rhom the Commander of the 25th. Army at
Singarore decsrtatched directly. And about Jrly 1942 the POW
camp vas bull®t accordirg to 2r order from Tokyo. Lt. General
VUTO arrived st Medsr to tzke commard ahbovrt 11 May 1942,
Thus, at trat time, th> ~dmiristration of the POW camn was
already rot in the hards of the commander of the Imperial
Guard Divisfon. The PO™ cawmp, from that time on, was

re¢l as s brarck of the "ﬁ?lﬁy PO™ canmrg at Sipgapore?

which v2s vnder the CGereral Headguarters of the Japanese Army

of the South, The commander of the Secord Imperial Guard
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Division had rothing to do vitk the 2dministratior of the

PO™ camp ir the garrisor-area of the division,

5. Tith regerd to the adniristration of the ce¢iviliar inter-
nees' camrs, the goverror of the provirce, ar official of the
military governmart orgarization, was ir charge of them,

The military goverrmert vag also resronsible for the guarding
of theses irterrees'! c¢smrs. However, wher ¢ 18 kas made
for help, oving to the

of the Secord Tmrerial Guard DPivision mada it a rrnle to
comply. Thereafter, from 1 April 1944, the headquarters of
the 25th, Army directly admiristered these civiliar irter-
nees! camrs. At the same time, the S=2cord Imperial Guard
Division had been put vrder an obkligation to assist th=
headquarters ir the corstruction of the caars, 2nd as tO
svpplies. Hovwevar, as stated above, the division nac“

resnvonsible at all for the admiristration of tThezeé

6. In this last paragraph I would like to make a

about the military disciplire ard morale of the soldiers

the Imrerial Guard Pivisior, Origir=2lly the principral duties
of this divisior vere to guvard the Imperial Palace and tO

1-

escort the Emreror., Tt vos comprosaed of excellent Troung men

choszn from all over Jaran, Thz statistics regarding crime
ir the army at that time irdicated that the 25th, Army was
the one whos2 disciplirne was the most strict and that, of all

units, vnder ths 2%th. Army, the Secord Imrerial Guard
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Pivisior geave the b=zst showirs T hav? no racollectiorn of ery
complaint brovert to me by tha ™ilit-ry Govarnment organiza-
tion or 'rom tho rativ habitants regarding any misconduct
of members of the Imrorial Guard Divicsion.

9 f".; ~ 3 A !
certified at Toxky~,

or this 20 day of Octob:, 1947

/S/ OFTRL, Hideo (s~al)

I hereby certifv thst the atovz sigrotvra ard seal were

affixed here2to in the rresence of the Titress,

at the same placay or this

Irr accordnare2 itk my consclence I swe:

the vholz2 truth withholding nothing and adding

/S/ OHTRA, Hideo.




