Def.Doc!# 1776

o | FM _

e — S

DEFENSE PANEL, INTERNATIONAL A/ILITARY TRIBUNAL FOR THE
FAR EAST:  A.P.0, 500

I Tty Ool. Gy 8¢ Sale; MC.qy B.Ds., of 58, Eaton Xlade;

London, Lngland; llerchant, make oath and say as follows:-

(1) ,'0n the 23rd becember, 1946, L #rote out a statement
regarding my qualifications and witnh referencé to
lir. Shigemitsu and signed the same before R. Van den
Burgh of South Cottage, Essendon, Hatfield, in the
County of Hertfordshire, and I now produce a rhotostat

cory of such statement, marked "G.S.S.1."

(2) Such statement is true to the best of my knowledge,

information and belisf.

Sworn before me this

5 Meay, 1947: at
No. 4 Lloyd's Avenue 1in

—r S S e Y St S

the City of London

(Signed) Hubert Llurton
A Commissioner for Oaths.
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(Signed) Eubert Llurton
i bommissioner for Caths.

Lt"COI. G.S.Salﬁ, H-c-, T-D-

Born 1896 in Yokohama, second son of Charles V. Sale, late
Governor of the Hudson's Bay Company. Served with XI Hussars in
France, 1915-1918, Afterwards joined and commanded the Middlesex
Yeomanry, retiring in 1938. Chatrmen of Sale “Yo., Ltd. Japan, one
of the leading firms of British merchants in the Far East, and
z:ealso Cheirman of Messrs., Sale Tilvey Ltd., 3 ¥kx Lloyds Avenue,

ndon.

Dec. 23.
Statement Re: Mr SHIGEMITSU, by Lt-Col. G.S. SALE, ¥.C., T.D.

I had known MryxShigemitsu for several years when he was
aprointed Ambessador in london in 1937-1938. Till he left for
Japen gometime in 1941, I came to know him very well, being a
guest at meny of the official perties and also at intimaste small
parties, and sometimes steyed as his guest in the country for
week ends,

Mr “higemitsu was always worried about the misunderstafndings
between Jepen and Great Britain, as he realimed that i1f they were
not ocleared away it would lead to war and this he dreaded.

In Jaran 1t is the custom to seek an intermediesry if one has
a problem to solve or diffficulty to adjust. Out of friendship,
this intermediary uses his influence to bring the two parties to
8 solution of their differences. This is done without any reward
but only that the two parties whom the interdediery tries to
bring *together, are obligated in honour tc render & similar
service iffelled on in the future. I had often been helped this
way in Japas - the lmst oocasion being when through the efforts of
friends in Yspan, I was sble to negotiate thet one hundred million
pounds of eleotrfoal utility bonds were unconditionslly guaranteed
by the Japanese Government as to principal and interest after e
Xxgs lerge part of the propertfes on which these bonds were secured
had been taken over by the Japanese Gov't. This cusrentee of the
Japs nese Gov't regquired to bs passed by the Jepanese ~iet and was
all done through the aid of Yapanese friends and without any rewerd
to them,

5o + tried to help Mr Shigemitsu in his problem of smoothing
out the difficulties between Great Britain and Yepan. I tried
to do this by arranging for him to meet unofficially various
people especially in the Foreign Office. To meet these people
unofficially gave Mr Shigemitsu an opportunity to talk more freely.

The first lunch I arranged for him was to meet Nr, R. A.
1




- .;._.'.;t.ll-:'ﬂ "

Butlertvien | _Searetary of State for Foreign Affairs and Nr

Butler's: jiamentary Secretary Mr Channon, Other lunches I
arpanged AEE I was present were to meet Sir Walter
Citrine, Howe head of the Far Eastern Sectién of

the ‘oreign™® think I also arranged for him to meet Mr
Bevin now Secretary of State for Forelgn Affairs.

I felt that Mr Shigemitsu wes doing his utmost to avoid
the possibllity of a war between Japan and Great Britain and the

United States. He was always accesible and ready to do anything or

to meet anyone if he thought it would have the slightest chance
of improving relations between Great Briteain and Japan. 1 know
also that he never ceased to advise prominent Japanese business

men who visited London of the frlly of a war between Great Britain

and Japan. -

"itnessed by ' Signed by
(Sigmdl"lan ihﬂrjéﬁ-aurgh Gc SI SA ‘
South “Yottage, Eaacndﬂ'- 58 BX E Place
in Hatfield Herts.\_ e+ do London, SW
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Def. Doc. No. 1776

Gl S.b.l-
(8ignod) Hubert Llurton
- A Lommissioner for Oath-

Ltn""uOlt G--S-f-‘)&le, :.'.1001, T-Dl

3orn 1596 in Yokohama, second son oi vhaples V. 3nle, late
“overnor of "he iudson's Bay Yompuny. Served with XI lussaire ©
ceance, 1915-1918. Aftarwards joined and commanded the “iddle
Zeomzary, retiring in 1933. Chairman of Sale Cos, Ltd. Janur,
of the leading firms of British merchants in the fap a28t, naa
nlso Chairmon of hiessrs. Sale Pilvey Ltd., 3 Lloyds AvEMLG,
London.

Df.‘) Ce 2:3 .
Strtement Re: [‘r. SKIGENITSU, by Lt-Col. U.S. SHLE, M.C., TaD,

I had imown ar. Shigemitsu for several yeurs whon he vos
apnointoed Ambassador in London in 1937-1938. %411 he 1léft for
Jadnn sometime in 1941, I came to lnwo hiw very well, belng a
gucst at many of the officinl sartiecs ani also at intimate small
oartlss, and sometines stayed is hais suest in the country for
week onds.

re. Shicemitsu was alvays vorried about ths misundsrstandin.

betvien Jasan and Gre-t sritiin, 28 he rnalised that if LheT werc
not clenarad away it would lead to vnp and this he droadad,

In Jaj’an it 1ig the custom to seeiz an intermediaryy if one ha:

1 2roblem to solve or Zifficulty to adjust. Out of fricndshio;
this intermedinry uses his influcneos to bring the two larties to
a solutioy of thuir differences. Thae is done Without ony roward
out only that the two sartics whom tho intermcdiarr tries to
oring to_etheor, ar: oblixatod in honour to ronder o similurp
service if c~lled on in tho futurce. L had often b'en halood this
v¥ay in Japan-the last oceasios baing vhen Lhrouch the aofforts of
Iriends in Jadan, I vay alble -0 nasotiate th.u Inn hundred Mmilile

nounds 0f electrical utility vounds woero wacondicionally nara:te
by the Jasanese Government <3 +a orineinal and intarosk 2iter a
large vart of the prepertdes on which thuse benle wese ~neoured
had beon talzon over by the Jarpnse Govlc. Thie suacrvanteo of the
dapancse Go7't requir:c to be dusssu by thwe Ju:ipsrse vViev and wasz
all done throuch the aid of Jo- vios: Toiends wpe vithont any row:
ta then. B
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So I tricd to helo Mr. sShi emitsl in his nroblem of smoothin:
out the difficultlos betwecn cvrent Brit:in and Jioran. I triod
to do this by 2rr .nging for nim to ru:t unofficinlly various
3021 «spocially in' tho rop:lpn Offica, To meot these poopls
wffici . 1lly save ir. Shigemitsu n od2ortunity to t 1k more fiec’

iha first lunch I arranzad fape him w3 to mect Mpr. R.u. |
' %1 then Undor Secratary of 3tate for Forcign Affrirs und "iv 1
- inpet s Farliamentary Scerotary Lr: Chhninnon. Jther lunghes o !
repmrad a~d 1t which I vas aresent were to mest ©ir Wailtar
1tring, Lord Llozd, ir. Howo hend of the Mar BEastairn Saetlen -
he Fornisgn 0ffice. I think I «lso arranged fro hia to maal .
s,evia novw Sceretary of State for Yorelgn Aff~irs.

L falt that Me. Shigomi®su was doing his utmost to =void
vhe Do08sibllity of = vap vetween Janan iind Grent Sritain <nd the
United Stetese Ha was alwazs .icegsible wnd ready to do onything
or to acut anyone if he thought it would h-vae the slightest chance
of Dmproving relitions between Gr at Britein und Jasran. I know
clso that he never consed to ndvise drominent Jayanese business
men vho visited London of the folly of 2o vwar vDetveen Geunt
3ritain wind Jainan.

Witnossod by Signcd by
(3igned) R. van den Burgh (o5, SALY
South Cottaze, inssendon 53 .L8ton Place

in Hatfleld Hoerts. London, sV,
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Nei. Doc. ﬁo. M A 'S

DEFEHSE PANGL, INTERVAWIOSAL MILITARY TRIBUNAL FOR Tii
FOR ®AST. 2.P.0. 500

'd-Lt. S0l GsS. 8aley HeCa; Tebiy; of £l viaton Place,

_onidon, 4nzland, werchant, maite oath and say os follows

(L) On tre 2%rd December, 1946, I wrote out 4 statement
regacding my qualifications and with reference to
dr. Snl_omitus smad siyned the sume $efdbe R., Yun den

3ucih of South Cottuge, Egsendon, tlrtfield, in the
County- of Hertfordshiras, and 1 now produce 2 photostat

cooy of such statewment, s -ked "G.3.0.1."
(2) ©Such statement is true to the hsst of my knowledge,

informution :nd belief.

Svorn hefor: wie this )
5 HMay, 19Y&7,.at }
No. 4 Lloyd's Avenue 1n ;
)

)

the Citvy of TLondon

Sigaedy aubtery FVackon

e scarsissdenar fer Aatha.
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