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Sheet | of 5 filled out)
. GENERAL . CONFIDENTIAL
(a) Unit Reporting ~_P=12 (b) Based on or at_ 1yss
(d) Take off: Date 22 Aspil 1946 Time (LZT) 1427 (X) (
(e) Mission _ Target CAP, OKINAWA JIMA, HANSEI SHOTO (f) Time of Return_31808(X) (Zone)
Il. OWN AIRCRAFT OFFICIALLY COVERED BY THIS REPORT.
NUMBER
DRO BOMBS AND TORPEDOES
TYPE SQUADRON [~ AKING E»‘]‘S??'p’?‘/% ATTACKING i s (PE;. ';LANE) ) FUZE, SETTING
(a) (b) _ (c) (d) (e) (f) | - * (g)
PEF-6 W-l2 | 8 - 5 0 0 . -

I1l. OTHER U. S. OR ALLIED AIRCRAFT EMPLOYED IN THIS OPERATION.

T YL SQUADRON NUMBER BASE TYPE SQUADRON NUMBER BASE

flone | — - B 3

IV. ENEMY AIRCRAFT OBSERVED OR ENGAGED (By Own Aircraft Listed in Il Only).

R v A o R | ool avo
BATE | 4 & | 1610(7) | ,37-0TH 500# bomb(?) External |Olive drab
WATE - | 3 s | 1eos(I) | 27-O0K 500# bomb(?) External |Olive drab

4 L (ZONB) | _

(h) Apparent Enemy Mission(s) Mm attack va OKINAWA, TP 51 or i 68
Did Any Part of : |

(i) Encounter(s) Occur in Clouds? (YE?OR o It so, Describe Clouds . BABE TN FES —TVRE AND TERTHE G CovES— -
Time of Day and Brilliance |
() of Sun or Moon L:ZTM:SE = %AHT“ (k) Visibility____ 9 e
V. ENEMY AIRCRAFT DESTROYED OR DAMAGED IN AIR (By Own Aircraft Listed in 11 Only). ] e
(al (b) DESTROYED OR DAMAGED BY: R Il A i I e SR (c) Sk
ENEKrpEA/c_ TYPE A/C | SQUADRON | PILOT OR GUNNER GUNS USED B WHER_E HIT, ANGEE CLAIMED
NATE FOP=§ | Wel2 |Lt.(jg)d.M.FRIGES, C'pit,5:30, above
MR | 0" A B - RoDoGA JLIT C'pit, &, level -
HATE - W h 1 C'pit, T, level = @0
NATE - " | Fus,.,Bag., 5, level |
HAIE x > Pus., 5, leval g
HATE w * | Pus 4. above B
BATE » i Pus,, 8, lavel
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CONEIDIENL Ll
. | . . REPORT No. VF=lZ2=32
~ VL. LOSS OR DAMAGE, COMBAT OR OPERATIONAL, OF OWN AIRCRAFT (of those listed in Il only). -
(c) . (d) (e)
* b oWNA/C | 50UADRON | 1vpe e R R aNAY Cause bt TR Bt b B Al e B s ol piwins deliroed)
1 .one 1
2
3
4
5 |
6
7
8 N
9
10
11
12
13
14

VII. PERSONNEL CASUALTIES (in aircraft listed in Il only; identify with planes listed in VI by Nos. at left).

(a) (b) (c) (d) (e)
NO. | SQUADRON NAME, RANK OR RATING CAUSE CONDITION OR STATUS

Nbne

VIIl. RANGE, FUEL, AND AMMUNITION DATA FOR PLANES RETURNING

(a) (b) (c) (d) (e) (f) (g) TOTAL AMMUNITION EXPENDED (h)
TYPE MILES MILES AV. HOURS AV. FUEL AV. FUEL NO. OF PLANES
\ A/C ouT RETURN IN AIR LOADED CONSUMED .30 .50 20MM MM RETURNING

IX. ENEMY ANTI-AIRCRAFT ENCOUNTERED (Check one block on each line).

CALIBER NONE MEAGER MODERATE INTENSE
HEAVY — Time-fused shells, 75mm and over <
MEDIUM — Impact-fused shells, 20mm-50mm x
LIGHT — Machine gun bullets, 6.5mm-13.2mm -

X COMPARATIVE PERFORMANCE, OWN AND ENEMY AIRCRAFT (use check list at left).

EED, CLIMB,

Spar various altitudes ' Nate is fur below the standards of the F6r=-5 in every
TURNS : respeoct, as ?-3 COMMOn.LYy imo's?n. it's one ;{L{vantu;;@ - & vight
DIVES turn - was the only tactic it used. me IELLC.T, finding
CEILINGS | a NATEZ on his tall, applied full throttle and water injection
RANGE and walked AWEY o

PROTECTION

ARMAMENT
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ENGAGEMENT WITH ENEMY

OWN AIRCRAFT

Disposition

Altitudes

Speeds

Approach Tactics

Use of Cover, Deception

Angles of Attack and
Their Effectiveness

Distance of Opening Fire

Defense Tactics and
Their Effectiveness

ENEMY AIRCRAFT
Method of Locating, Distance
Disposition
Altitudes
Speeds
Approach Tactics
Use of Cover, Deception
Angles of Attack
Distance .of Opening Fire
Defensive Tactics

COMMENTS AND
RECOMMENDATIONS

Own Weaknesses

Enemy Weaknesses

Offensive Tactics, Own
' I

, Enemy
Defensive Tactics, Own
Y “  Enemy

Flexible Gunnery, Own
Escort Tactics

Fighter Direction

Use of Radar

Night Fighting
Recognition, Aircraft

ATTACK

OWN TACTICS

Method of Locating Target
Approach to Target
Altitudes, Speeds
Approach
Dive
Pull-Out
Dive Angle
Strafing
Retirement
Defensive Tactics
Use of Jamming

DEFENSE, ENEMY

Evasive Tactics, Ships
Concealment
Searchlights

Night Fighter Tactics
Use of Jamming

COMMENTS AND
RECOMMENDATIONS

Bombing Tactics
Tarpedo Tactics
Effectiveness of
Bombs, Torpedoes
Selection of Targets
Fuzing
Strafing Tactics
Defensive Tactics
Use of Radar
Reconnaissance
Photography .
Briefing

OPERATIONAL

Navigation

Homing

Rendezvous
Recogn:tion, Ships
Cornmunications
Flight Operations
Search and Tracking
Base Operations
Maintenance

AIRCRAFT ACTION REPORT (Reclassify. when

filled out)
i- “u:l-', ." Rt & & -‘-;4’_ .- -
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XIl. TACTICAL AND OPERATIONAL DATA. (Narrative and comment. Describe action fully and comment freely,

following applicable items in check list at left. Use additional sheets if necessary.)

TeGAPtS abt COEIN.v. had been dreary duties which pilouse
were loath $o fulfill till this date. 11l previous assigi~
ments had involved no vectors or conbacts. Upon this occasion,
however, two divisions of VA=1l2 were orbliting at different
reference pointsg Lt(lg) J.l. PRANIS at point ¥OorE (10 miles
2 of CXINawWa) and Lt(jg) R.D. GATLIN'S at point UNCLE(1O
miles WNW of CrIilL.wA)e aAlnmest simultanedusly both divisions
were vectored out to intercept apirvaching bogeys. Londitions
of severe haze made contacts Gifficult, but whem established
cne division encountered four planes whlch were at firstd
identified as VAL'S - three flying together wlth the fourth
at 4 considerable distance; the other division met two
supposed VaL'S in section, and a third some distunce reo-
moved., Snsiens W.L. SURT and T.J. NORTHCUTT intercepted
three alroraft whieh proved to be IATIES rather than Val'S.
The IELLCAT was at first handlocapped by its superior
speed, as it was difficult to keep from overrunning the
older, slower craft. 0Lns. JLRT accounted for one of vas
three, and 1ns., NORTHCUTT got a probable, .fter his kKill
SHART found the third bogey on hls tall; unable to turn
away, he applied full throttle and water injection and
easily shook his coppenent. Lt(Jjg) FRANES, palred with
ins, MALONZY, disposed of the lone N.T: and the division
rejoined, 4+t approximately the same time LE(Jg) CATLIN'S
division tallyhoed two [lATl55, both of whielh G.ILIN shot
down. Lns., BALL had spotted a third [.7TZ some distance
from the pair Just mentioned, and sturted after 1t with
three or four COIL.IiS Jolning in the chuse, The [LATE
was destroyed, but due to the confusion in ils vielnity
it is inmpossible to award the ceredit for its destrustion
ageurately. The cenemy employed its scle defensive tactic
of going into cnd contlinuing a tizsht turn, whlle the group
of friendly alryeraft milled about it in a modified form of
traffie cirele, taking turns at firing as they left the
vpattern” to make a run, One of the division's members,
ENSe S.l. RAUFFURTY, who had arrived from the "chase® with
Ite GATLIYW and was awalting his turn to enter the melee
agaulnst the lome N.TE, declares that 1t was Ins. B.1L who
fired the lethal burst; his wingnan, NS, J..i. [GBaCHA,
gonours © in the oplalon that it was the FOF that admine
istered the coup de zrauce. Ividence ls lacking, however,
to suprort the decision s0 that this J.TE has been listed
ags avprovable” for .ns, HBall.e .

Upon gonclusion of the several enccunters both
divisicns returned o base.
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Xill. MATERIAL DATA. (Comment freely on performance or suitability, following check list at left
ARMAMENT ' Use additional sheets if necessary).

Guns, Gunsights

Turrets

Ammunition ' Bl T 2
RO coMments

Bombs, Torpedoes ! y

Bomb Sights )

Bomb Releases

COMMUNICATIONS
Radio, Radar
Homing Devices
Visual Signals
Code Seo 3 C:phers

RECOGNITION
|FF
Signals
Battle lLights
Procedures

PRCTECTION
Armor; Points and Angles
of Fire Needing Further
Protection
l.eak Proofing

EMERGENCY EQUIPMENT
Parachutes

Life Belts, Life Rafts
Safety Belts

Emerq ncy Kits
Rations, First Aid

NAVIGATIONAL EQUIPMENT
Compasses
Driftsights
Octants
Automatic Pilots
Charts
Field Lighting

INSTRUMENTS
Flight
Power Plant

OXYGEN SYSTEM

CAMOUFLAGE AND
DECEPTION DEVICES

STRUCTURE |
Airframe
Control Surfaces
Control System
Dive Flaps
Landing Gear
Heating System
Finif Characteris cS

At Various loa iNQs

POWER PLANT

Er:q%nes

Engin A"- essories
Prop "

L u?*r cat mq System
Starters

Exhaust Dampers

HYDRAULIC SYSTEM
ELECTRICAL SYSTEM

Auxiliary Plant
Lights

FUEL SYSTEM
FLIGHT CLOTHING
MAINTENANCE
BASE FACILITIES

Plane Servicing Equipment
Personnel Facilities

REPORT PREPARED BY APPROVED BY:

NI R AR it i - A vay 1945

SIGNATURE RANK AND DUTY SIGNATURE RANK AND DUTY DATE

1.W. HEWLETT, (18(Jz) .U._;H‘?,aﬂl F.H.EJCII AL LS ,Lt .Cdr. s U, COe
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