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LABOUR’S PROPOSALS.

Alderman Williamm O’Brien, who presided at s
} Platfo No: « Fralso-“defiounced the bogus ‘
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reaty » said that they were met on the
ocoasion of one of the gravest crises in the hfe |
of the Irish nation, for the issues at stake lay |
at the ioundation of their national existence. |
fFor the past eicht or nine years, as a ngmtwn,
they had been louding a strenuous life, and had |
scen more history made than, perhaps, In the
last dentury. Never before was the settlement
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of the Irish guestion more generally recognised
throughout the world to be wan international
one, imperatively demanding that the claim of
the Irish people to manage their own affairs
without interference be conceded. They had
now arrived at a point where a false move
might lose ll that has been gained in the past,
by the example and seli-sacrifice of the past
few years.

The situation now demanded of their best |

thought so as to secure and hold the maximum

of national freedom, The Labour Party had:

always heen in support of the fullest national
freedom, realising that it- was only through
national freedom that they cculd press forwaurd
for that industrial and social freedom which
they demanded equally with political freedom,
and without which political freedom would be
but g eham.' In the fieht the workers of Ire-
land had given good and loyal® service, both
a3 individuals and as an organised movement.
Mr. de Valera and Mr. Grifith had each borne
testimony to that fact.

As workers, they had nothing but unguali-
fied admiration foi' the men of the IL.R.A. Let
it not be said that the mistakes were all on one
side. He believed that {here were honourable
men and women on both sides of this contro-
versy, whose sole desire was to do what they
considered was in the best interests of Ireland’s
freedomi, The action taken recently by the
Labour movement had been necessitated by a
perhaps inevitable development of the epidemic
of militarism which Ireland and the rest of the
world had in recent years.

L.abour did not take the view of the pacifist,
or non-resister, thaty an appeal to arms was not
justified under certain circumstances. But (it
was not prepared to tolerate a state of gffairs
in which the sole right to rule was vested in
the possession of a gun. (Applause.)

THE ISSUE.

Recent events had shown that I.abour re-
quired its own armed force to protect it against
agoression. On behalf of the organised workers,
they had taken up. that issue, and they had
undertaken to submib certain proposals to the
Conference summoned by Archbishop Byrne and
the IL.ord Mayor. They realised the grave
responsibility they had undertaken in doing so,

bui the life of the nation was at stake, and at |
orowth |

worst they could but fail.. -With the
of feeling between the rival parties there was
~grave danger that they might lose sight of the
. real issue, and be led astray by catch-cries and
party warfare.

The problem before them required their /|
: judgment, The wull- |
stoppage of work. and that great |

. calmest,
Ireland
demonstration would ‘invest the Labour Party

thought and

i with authority to do what it could to re- !

| establish order.  'They demanded freedom—the

. fullest possible freedom. Until political, indus- |

trial, and social freedom was secured they of
'he Labour Party could not regard themselve

, as possessing full freedom. (Applause.)

/" WORKERS’ INTERESTS /
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Labour Meeting In Support Of

Aldeiman (’Brier

A meeting in support of the candidature of
Alderman William O’Brien, Labour candidate,
in the forthcoming elections for the South City
division of Dublin, was held in the hall of the
Irish Municipal Employés’ Trades Unio last
night.

ilr. Robert Tynan, Chairman of the Union,
who presided; said the meeting was called for
the purpose of organising support for the
Labour candidate. 'L'heir union wag heart and
soul with the Irish Labour Party in its desire
to return to the coming Parliament & number
of Labeur leaders, who would safeguard the
interests of the workers. He felt sure that
every member resident in the division would
render every possible assistance to Alderman
O’Brien, whose work in the Corporation and
the labour movement generally was well known
to the members.

Ald. O’Brien outlined the programme of the
Labour Party, and urged that it was absolutely |
essential that the workers of Ireland should |
assert themselves, as 1t was never more neces-
sary tha. the great questions of unemployment,
housing, support of lrish iIndustry, and in-
creased tillage should be gra[JFled with. The
Labour Party had a definite policy on all these
problems, and no Parllament could be said to
be truly representative of the nation unless it
containel direct representatives of Labour.

TO DEPEND ON ITSELF. L

Ald. T. Lawlor said since the commence-
ment’ of the contest he had done everything he
could to secure support for the Labour candi-
date, and he intended to continue at it up to :
the day of the poll, He was sure all members
realised the issues that were at stake, and how |
vital the need was that they should. have
Labour men to represent them. They were
too long depending upon other political parties,
and from this onwards Labour must depend
upon 1itself.

There were many questions which vitally
affected them, not only as Corporation em-
ployés, but as citizens. In the near future
the national assembly would be dealing with
such questions as the extension of the city's
boundaries, in which trades unionists had a big
interest. A man such as Alderman O’Brien,
who had experience of Corporation work, would
be a great asset when such questions were
being discussed.

Mr. 1. Kennedy, T.C., said that he had been
engaged in organising this contest, and he was |
more than pleased with the support that he
received on all sides from the workers, who
received them with open arms. It only needed
thorough organisation to ensure victory. He
appealed to them not tp slacken their eflorts
until June 16, . |
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Selected as Labour candidate for S.Dublin to contest in
elections, June , 1922. (See 'Irish Times' gated 17.5.22.

niected member of ord.pbail.

Represented Labour at a confererice with the |

pr . o) 4 object of ending
deotruction caused by the conflict between P.G.Troops and C
lrregulars, (See 'Irish Times' dated 6.7.22.)

One of the signatories to 2 manifesto issued b

nanif 3 Yy the Irish
Libour Party calling a meeting to discuss Peace proposals.,
vee Press CUtting dated 20.70220)

g?emuggv? meeting fell through.(See 'Freeman's Journal' dated
e/ oL o ;







	45715_302022005560_0912-00001
	45715_302022005560_0912-00002
	45715_302022005560_0912-00003
	45715_302022005560_0912-00004
	45715_302022005560_0912-00005

