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SAMUEL JOIINSON, LL.&.
JOHNSONTANA.
Pawr XXIL

ANECDOTES OF DR. JOIINSON,
BY JOUN NORTHCOTE, R\ (1)

474. Poverty and Mortificetion,
A the time when Sir Joshua Reynolds resided in New-
port Street, he one afternoon, accompamed by his siter
Frances, paud a visit to the Miss Cotterclls, who hived
much in the fashwnable workl. Johncon was also ot
the party on this tea visit ; and, at that time, being very
poor, he was, as might be expected, rather shabbily
apparelled. The maid servant, by accident, attended at
the door to let them in, but did not know Johnson,
who was the last of the threc that came m; whon the
servant maid, sceing this uncouth and dirty figurc of a
nan, and not conceiving that ho could be one of the

(1) [From Northcote's ¢ Menwoirs of Su Joshua Reynolds.”]
x B
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ootxpany Who came to visit her mistresues, laid hold of
his cont just as he was gaing up stairs, and pulled him
back again, saying, < You fellow! what is your business
here? 1 suppose you intended to rob the house,” This
most unlucky accident threw poor Johuson into such a
fit of shame and anger, that he roared out, like a bull,
“ What have I done? whathave I donc?” Nor could
he ricover himself for the remainder of the evening
from this mortifying circumstance.

75. Richardson.

Dr. Johnson had a great desire to cultivate the friend-
ship of Richardson, the author of ¢ Clarissa ;~ and, with
this view, paid him frequent visits. Tlese were re-
ceived very coldly by the latter ;  but,” observed the
Doctor, in speaking of this to a friend, « 1 was de-
termined: to persist till I had gained my point ; hecause
I knew very well that, when I had once cvercome his
reluctance and shyness of humour, our intimacy would
contribute to the happiness of both.,” The event veri-
fied the Doctor’s prediction.

476. Idle Curiosity.

Dr. Johnson was displeased if' he supposed himself
at any time made the object of idle curiosity. When
‘Miss Reynolds once desired him to dine at 8ir Joshua's,
3 a day fixed upen by herself, he readily accepted the
invitation ; yet, having doubts as to the importance of
her companigns, or of her reasons for inviting him, be -
added, at the same time, *“ but 1 will not be made a =
show of.” *

477. “ Claridba.”

Johuson introduced Sir Joshaa Reynalds and his sister
to Richardson ; but hinted tgthem, at the same time, that,
if they wished to see thefatter in good humour, they
must expatiate on the excellencies of his  Clarissa.”
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4798. Introductions and Conclusions.

I have heard 8ir Joshua repeat a speech which t):
Doctor made about the time of hix writing the ¢ Idler,”
and in which he gave himself credit in two pnruculars :
—* There are two things,” said he, *“ which I am
confident I can do very well : one is, an introduction to
any literary work, stating what it is to contain, and how
it should be executed in the most perfect manner ; the
other is a conclusion, showing, from various causes, why
the execution has not been equal to what the author
promised to himself and to the public.”

479. Tea.

Jolinson’s extraordinary, or rather extravagant, fona.
ness for tea did not fail to excite notice wherever he
went ; and it is rclated, though not by Boswell, that
whilst on his Scottish tour, and spending some tiire ai
Dunvegan, the dowager Lady Macleod having re-
peatedly helped him, until she had poured out sixtecn
cups, she then asked him, if a small basin would not
save him trouble and be more agreeable ? — ¢ T wonder,
Madam,” answered he roughly, < why all the ladies
ask me such questions. It is to save yourselves trouble
Madam, and not me.” The lady was silent, and re
sumed her task.

480. ** A completely wicked Man.”

Dr. Johnsen being in company with Sir Joshua and
his sister, Miss Reynolds, and the conversation turning
on morality, Sir Joshua said, he did not think there
was in the world any man completely wicked., John-
son answered, “ ] do not know what you miean: by
completely wicked.” 1 mean,” returned 8ir Joshus,
‘g man lost to all sense of shame.” Dr. Johrson
replied, that  to be completely wicked. a man must he
alzo lost to all sensc of comscience.” 8ir Joshua sao,

B2
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.

he thought it was exactly the same; he could see no
difference.  “ What!” said Johnson, “ can you see
no difference? I am ashamed to hear you, or any
body, utter such nonsense, when the one relates to men
only, the other to God!” Miss Reynolds then observed
that when shame was lost, conscience was nearly gone,
Johnson agreed, that her conclusion was very just.

481. Richardson on Painding.

Dr. Johnson knew nothing of the art of painting,
cither in theory or practice ; which is one proof that he
aould not be the author of Sir Joshua’s *“ Discourses : ”
indeed, his imperfect sight was some excuse for his
total ignorance in that department of study. One day,
being at dinner at Sir Joshua's, in company with many
painters, in the .course of conversation Richardsen’s
 Treatise on Painting” happened to be mentioned :
«“ Ah!” said Johnson, ¢ I remember, when I was at
college, I by cbance found that book on my stairs: 1
took it up with me to my chamber, and rcad it through,
and truly I did not think it possible to say so much
upon the art.”” Sir Joshua, who could not hear dis-
tinctly, desired of one of the company to Le informed
what Johnsor. bad said; and it being repeated to him
so loud that Johnson heard it, the Doctor seemed hurt,
and added, ““ But 1 did not wish, Sir, that Sir Joshua
should have been told what 1 then gaid.” The latter
speech of Johnson denotes a delicacy in him, and an
unwillingness to offend ; and it evinces a part of his
character, which he has not had the credit of having
ever possessed.

482, ¢ Penice Preserved,” '

One day, Johnson and Goldsmith meeting at Sir
Joshua Reynolds’s table, the conversation turned on the
merits of Otway’s < Venice Preserved,” which Gold-
emith highly extolled ; asserting, that of all tragedies
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it was the one nearest in excellence to, Shakspeare :
when Jolmson, in his peremptory manner, contradicted
him, and pronounced that there were not forty good
lines to be found in the whole play ; adding, “ Pooh!
what stuff are these lines !
« What feminine tales bast thou becn listening to,

Of unair'd sheets, catarrh, and toothach, got .

By thin-soled shoes?
<« Prue!” replied Goldsmith ; * to be sure, that is very
like Shakspeare.”

483. Critictsme on Goldsmith.

Soon after Goldsmith's death, some people dining
with Sir Joshua were commenting rather freely on
some part of his works, which, in their opistion, neither
discovered talent nor originality. To this Dr. Johnson
‘Histened, in his usual growling manner, for some time ;
) %hen, at length, his patience being exhausted, he rose
#ith . great dignity, looked them full in the face, and

exclaimed, “ If nobody were suffered to abuse poor
Goldy but those who could write as well, he would
have few censors.”

484. Portrait of Johnson reading.

1n 1775, Sir Joshua painted that portrait of his
friend Johneon, which represents him s reading and
near-sighted. This was very displeasing to the Doctor,
who, when he saw it, reproved Sir Joshua for painting
him in that manner and attitude ; asying, © It is not
friendly to hand down to posterity the jmperfeetions of
any man.” But, on the contrary, Sir Joshua esteemed
it as a circumstance in nature to be remarked, as charac-
terising the person represented, and therefore as giving
additional value to the portrait.

485. Joknson's Pride.

OFf Johnson's pride, I have heard Sir Joshua himself
observe, that if a1y man drew him into 4 state of obli-
»s '
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" gatian without his own consent, that man was the first
be would affront, by way of clearing off the account.

486, Trip to Plymouth. — Clouted Cream and Cider,

Reynolds’s trip to Plymouth, accompanied by Dr.
Johnson, took place in 1762 : when, during & visit to &
neighbouring gentleman, Johnson's irregulerity of con.
duet produced considerable alarin in the mind of their
host ; who, in order to gratify his guests, had placed
before them cvery delicacy which the house afforded.
On this occasion the Doctor, who seldora showed much
discretion in his feeding, devoured so large a quantity
of new honey and of clouted cream, which is peculiar
to Devonshige, besides drinking large potations of new
cider, that the entertainer found himself much em-
barrassed between his anxious regard for the Doctor’s
bealth, and his fear of breaking through the rules of
politeness, by giving him a hint on the subject. The
strength of Johnson'’s constitution, however, saved him
from any unpleasant consequences which might have
been expected.

487. Farner on Shakspeare.

Dr. Farmer, of Cambridge, had written a most excel~
lent and convincing pamphlet, to prove that Shakspeare
knew little or nothing of the ancients but by trans-
lations. Being in compgny with Dr. Johnson, he re.
ceived from him the following compliment upon the
work: ¢ Dr. Farmer, you have done that which never
was done before ; that is, you have completely finished
a controversy beyond all further doubt.” *¢1 thank,
you,” answered Dr. Farmer, * for your Aflattering
opinion of my work, but still think there are somg
critice who will adhere to their old opinions, — certain
persons that 1 could name.” “Ah!” said Johmson, -
“ that may be true; for the limbs will quiver and
wove afeer the soul is gone,”
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488. Johnson and Peter Pindar. )
Dr, Walcot, in a letter addressed to me, says:—
“* Happening to be in company with Dr, Johnson, and
observing to him, that his portrait by Reynolds was not,
sufficiently dignified — prepared with a flat contradiction,
he replied, in 2 kind of bull-dog growl, © No, Sir! the
pencil of Reynolds never wanted dignity nor the graces.””

489. “ Peter Paul Rubens.”

James MacArdell, the mezzotinto engraver, having
taken a very good print from the portrait of Rubens,
came with it one morning to Sir Joshua Reynolds, to
inquire if he could inform him particularly of the many
titles to which Rubens had a right, in order to inscribe
them properly under his print; saying, he believed
that Rubens had been knighted by the kings of France,
Spain, and England ; was secretary of state in Flanders,
and to the privy seal in Spamn; and had been em-
ployed'in a ministerial capacity from the court of
Mad#id 46 the court of London, to negotiate a treaty of
pecs,_between the two crowns ; and that he was also a
magjstrate of Antwerp, &c. Dr, Jobnson, happening
to p&'In the room with Sir Joshna at the time, and
u tanding MacArdell’s inquiry, interfered rather
ebruptly, saying, * Pooh! pooh! put his name alone
under the print, ¢ Peter Paul Rubens:’ that is full suf-
ficient, and more than all the rest.” This advice of
the Doctor was accordingly followed.

490. Compliments. :
At the time that Miss Linley was in the highest
esteem as a public singer, Dr. Johnsoh came in the
evening to drink tea with Miss Reynolds; and when he
entered the room, she said to him, * Sce, Dr. Johnson,
what a preference 1 give to your company ; for I had
an offer of a place in a box:at the Oratorio, to hear Miss
B 4
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Lifley ; but I would ratner sit with you than hear
Miss Linley sing.”  And I, Madam,” replied John-
son, ‘“ would rather sit with you than sit upon a
throne.” The Doctor would not be surpassed even in a
trifling compliment.

491. Learned Ladies.

Several ladies being in company with Dr. Johnson,
it was remarked by one of them, that a learned woman
was by no means a rare character in the present age ;
when Johunson replied, ‘1 have known a great many
ladies who knew Latin, but very few who knew En-
glish.” A lady observed, that, women surpassed men
in epistolary correspondence. Johmson said, I do
not know that.” ¢ At least,” said the lady, thny
are most pleasing when they are in conversation.”
*“ No, Madam,” returned Johnson, « I think they are
most pleasmg when they hold their tongues.”

492. Saying good- Things.

A friend of Dr. Johnson's, in conversation with him,
was lamenting the disagreeable situation in which those
persons stood, who were eminent for their witticisms, as
they were perpetually expected to be saying good
things — that it was a heavy tax on them. ¢ It is,

.indeed,” said Johnson,  a very heavy tax on them; a
tax which no man can pay who does not steal. !

493, Burke. — Sir Joshua Reynoldc
Spea.king of how much Sir Joshua owed to the
and conversation of Johnson, Mr. Burke wd,
that.** nothing showed more the greatness of Sir Joshua's
parts, than his taking advantage of both, and making
some application of them to his profession, when John-
son neither’ undenwod, nor desired' to understand, any
thing of painting, and had no distinct idea of its no-
menclature, even in those parts which had got most'
into use in common life *
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Parr XXIL

ANECDOTES OF DR.JOHNSON,
BY ANNA SEWARD. (")

494, Johnson's < Beauties.”
Love is the great soficner of savage dispositions.
Johnson had always a metaphymc passion for one
princess or other: first, the rustic Lucy Porter, before
he married her nauseous mother ; next, the handsome,
but haughty, Molly Aston; next, the sublimated, me-
thodistic, Hill Boothby, who read her bible in Hcbrew ;
and, lastly, the more charming Mrs. Thrale, with the
beauty of the first, the learning of the second, and with
more worth than a bushe! of such sinners and such saints.
It is ridiculously diverting to see the old elephant for-
saking his nature before these princesses —

¢ To make them mirth, usc all his might, and writhe,
His mighty form disporting.”

This last and long-enduring passion far Mrs.
Thrale ‘was, however, composed equally, perhaps, of
cupbosard love, Platonic love, and vanity tickled - and
gratified, from morn to night, by incessant hemage, The
two first ingredients are certainly oddly hetuoganeous,
but Johnson, in religion and politics, in ‘love and in
hatred, was composed of such oppome and contradictory
materials, as never, before met in the human mind.

A ) From * Letters of *Anna Seward, written between the
veurs 1764 and 1807.”]
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This is the reason why folk are never weary of talling
reading, and writing about a wman —

Sy various, that he seem’d to be
Not oue, but all maskind's ¢ pitome *

495. Johnson's Courthip

1 bave often heard my mother sav she perfeetly
remembered Jolinson’s wife, e ba- recorded »f hex
that beauty which esisted only 10 bis 1maginaszon,  She
had a very 1ed face, and verv mditherent features  and
her manuers m advance t Jife — for her chudren were
all grown up when Johnson first saw her — had an
unbeconung excess of girh b levity, and disgusting af-
fectation. 'The rustic prettiness and artless manvers
of her daughtea, the present Mre, lmcy Porter, had
won Johmson's youthful heart, when she was upon a
vimt at my grandfather’s in Johnson s school-days.  1hs-
gusted by Ins uneightly form, she had a personal aversion
tohim. Business taking Johnson to Birmingham, m the
death of his own father, and calling upon lus cov 7 -
tress there, he founa her father dying e passed oll
s lessure hours at Mr. Portet’s, sttenamng his sich- bed,
and, in a few months atter lns doath, asked Mys, John
son’s consent to marry the old widow. After ¢ apresung
her surpnee at & request so extraotdivary — * No,
Sam, my willing comsent you will never hase to so0
preposterous a match. Y6u arc not twenty-five, and
she is turned of hfty. I ghc had any prudence, this
request hiad never been made to me. Where are your
means of sabaistence 7 Porter has died poor, in con-
sequenice of his wife’'s expensive habits, You have
great talents, but, as yet, have turned them into no
profitable channel.” ¢ Mother, I have not deceived
Mrs, Porter: 1 have told her the worst of me; that I
am of mean extraction, that I have mo money, and
that T have had an uncle hanged, She replied, that she

"
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¥ -
valued no ong ggore or less for his descent; that she
had no more fghney than nyself; and that, though
she had not had a relation banged, she had fifty who
deserved hanging.” And thus became accomplishied
this very cuious arour. (1)

«

$06. Muss Flisabelh Aviongl
The following is the conversation that passecp.oevween
M. Johnson and mys.If in qpewpigny, on the subject of
Mg Ehzabeth Aston(?), of Stowe-hill, with wlzgx he
always passed so much time when he wes m Lichfeld,
and for whom he professed so great u friendship? —
Sewaup. « I have often heard my mother say, Doctor,
that Mis. Ehzabeth Aston was, in her youth, a very
beautiful woman ; and that, with all the conscibusness
and spiteful spleen of a very had temper, <he had great
g_of pleasing - that she was lively, and memnu.
imew her not till the vivaaty of ber youth
g bsen extinguished ; and 1 confess 1 looked
of the traces of former abiity. I wish to

Ay account was gven to Mi. Bocwdl; who, as Miss
bfieould not have known it of her own huow ledire, asked
oky for ber authorty, M Seward, mrcply, quoted Mis,
Cobb, an old iriend of Johuson’s, whu resded at Lachfield. I'o
her, then, Boswell addressed hunaelf; and, to his equal satie-
faction and surprise, was answeied that Mis. Cobb not only
never told such a story, but that she had not even ever beard of
. Notwnh:-undm# thie densal, Miss Seward persisted in her
to the last. ‘The report as to the hunang was probably
derived from a coarse in the Rev. Donald Bi‘Nicol's
Remarks an Dr. Jobnson's Journey to the Hebrides . —+ B
whatever the 1)actor may insinuate about the present scurcity
trecs m Scotland, wetre mnuch decerved by fune if a very near
sncestor of by who was & native of that country. did find
10 his cost, that a freg Was not quite such a raniy in /ua "
[hat some Seotchnian, of the name of Joknst in, nay have been,
hanged in the seventeenth century, 1s very hikelys hut there
sveImA 10 rearon whatsoeser to believe that any of Dr. Johnson'y
family were natives of Scotland, — C, P

(2) [Sco omd, Vol. 1. p. 85, She dled in 1785} !
.
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have gour opinion of what she was— you, who knew
her so well in her best days.” donnson. © My dear,
when thy mother told thee Aston was handsome, thy
mother told thee truth: she was very handsome. When
thy mother told thee that Aston Joved to abuse her
neighbours, she told thee truth ; but when thy mother
* told, thee "that Aston had any ’ marked ability in that
same abusivebusiness, that wit gave it zest, or imagin-
ation colour, thy mother did not tell thee truth. No,
no, Madam, Aston’s understanding was not of any
strength, either native or acquired.” Suwaro. © But,
Sir, I have heard you say, that her sister’s husband,
Mr. Walmesley, was a man of bright parts, and ex-
tensive knowledge ; that he was also a man of strong
passions, and though benevolent in & thousand instances,
yet irascible in as many. It is well known, that Mr.
Wulmesley was considerably governed by this lady.
~Could it be, that, without some marked mfellectual
powers, she could obtam absolute dominion oveq@gu h a
man?” Jonnson. ¢ Madam, 1 have said, and,
that Walmesley had bright and extensive powe: of
mind ; that they had been cultivated by familiarity
with the best authors, and by conncections with the.
learned and polite. It is a fact, that Aston obtained
nearly absolute dominion over his will ; it is no less a
fact, that his disposition was irritable md violent: but
Walmesley was a man; and there is no man who
can resist the repeated attncks of a.furious, woman,
Walmesley had no alternative but to submit, ar turn
her out of doors.” (1)

5 407. Molly Astor.
Mr. Gilbert Walmesley, my father's predecessor in
this house, was Johnson’s Mecenas,. and the Molly

1) [Mr. Boswell declined to insert this account in his Life of

J He lnd, no doubt, seen much reason to quUCSHOD v
u'umy .
”
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Aston ('), whom he meutions with such passionate
attachment in his letters to Mrs. Thrale, was his wife's
cister, — a daughter of Sir Thomas Aston, a wit, a
beauty, and a vst. Johnson was always fancyine Lin~
sclf in love with some princess or other. 74 was when
he was a school-boy, under my grav.irather, that the
reputation of his talents and rapid progress in the
classies induced the noble-minded Walmesley to en-
dure, at his clegant table, the low-born squalid youth
~ here that he suffered him and Garrick to “ imp their
eagle wings,” a delighted spectator and auditor of their
efforts, It was here that Miss Molly Aston was fre-
quently a visiter in the family of her brother-in-law,
and probably amused herself with the uncouth ador-
ations of the learned, though dirty stripling. Lucy
Porter, whose visit to Lichfield bad becn but for a
few weeks, was then gone back’ to her parents at
Birmingham, and the brighter Molly Aston became the
Laura of our Petrarch.

498. Mrs. Cobh. (%)

Poor Moll Cobb, as Dr. Johnson used to call her, 1s
gone to her Jong home.  Johnson spoke with uniform’
contempt both of the head and heart of this personage:
¢ How should Moll Cobb be a wit?"” would ke exclaim,
in a room full of company. *“ Cobb has read nothing,
Cobb knows nothing ; and where nothing has been put
into the brain, nothing can come of it, to any purpose of
rational entertainmient.” Somebody replied, — ¢ Then
why is Dr, Johnson so often her visiter?”™ ¢« 0! I
love Cobb-—1 love Moll Cobb for her impudence.”
The despot was right in his premiscs, but his conclusion
was erroncous. Little as had been- put into Mrs.
Cobb’s brain, much of shrewd, biting, and humorous

[4
(1) [Sec anté, Vol. 1. p.85.]
2) [See amie, Vol. VIL. p. 208.]
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satire was native in the soil, and has ofben amused very
superior minds to her own.

499. Lucy Porter.

After a gradual decay of a few months, we have lost
dear Lucy Porter ('), the earliest object of Dr. Juhnson's
love. In youth, her fair, clean complexion, bloom, and
rustic prettiness, pleased the men. More than once she
might have married advantageously ; but as to he
enamoured affections,

¢ High I‘autus snow, fann’d by the eastern wind,
‘Was not more cold.”

Spite of the accustomed petulance of her temper, and
odd perverseness, since she had no malevolence, I
regret her as a friendly creature, of intrinsic worth,
with whom, from childhood, I had been intimate, She
was one of those few bLeings who, from a sturdy sin-
gularity of temper, and some promincnt good qualities
of head and heart, was enabled, even in her days of
scanty maintenance, to make society glad to. reccive and
pet the grown spoiled child. Affluence was not hers
till it came ro her in her fortieth year, by the death of
her eldest hrother. From the age of twenty till that
period, she had boarded with Dr. Johnson's mother,
who still kept that bookseller's shop by which her hus-
band hed supplied the scanty means of subsistence.
Meantime, Lucy Porter kept the best company in our
little city, hut would make no engagement on narkot
days, lest Granny, as she called Mrs, Johnson, should
catch cold by serving in the shop. By these good
traits in her character, were the most respectable in-
habitants of Lichfield induced to bear, ‘with kind
smiles,“her mulish obstinacy and petverse contradictions.

[sts Porter survived Dr. Johnson just thirteen menths,
She ied at Lichfigld, in her seventy-fizst ycar, January 18, 1766.)
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Jobnson himself set the example, and extended to her
that compliant indulgence which he showed net to any
other person. I have heard her seold him like a school-
boy, for soiling her floor with his shoes ; for she was
clean as a Dutch-woman in her house, and exactly neat
in her person. Dress, too, she loved in her odd way ;
but we will not assert that the Graces were her hand-
maids. Friendly, cordial, and cheerful to those the
loved, she was more estecrned, more amusing, and more
regretted, than many a polished character, over whose
smooth, but insipid surface. the attention of those who
have mind passes listless and uninterested.

500. Dinner at Dilly’s. — Jane Harry.

The following are the minutes of thuat curious con-
versatjon (!) which passed at Mr. Dilly’s, on the 15th
of April, 1778, in a hitcrary party, formed by Dr. John.
son,j Mr. Boswe.l Dr. Mayo, and others, whom Mrs.
Knowles and myself had been invited to mect, and in
which Dr. Johnson and that lady disputed so earnestly.
It commenced with Mrs. Knowles saying: — < I am
o ask thy indulgence, Doctor, towards a pentle female
to whom thou usedst to be kind, and who is uneasy in
the loss of that kindness. Jeuny Harry weeps at the
consciousness that thou wilt not speak to her.”  Jonwn-
son. “ Madam, 1 hate the odious ‘wench, and desire
you will not talk to me about her.” Kxowrms, “ Yet,
what is her crime, Doctor ?” Jonwnson. ¢ Apostacy,
Madam ; apostacy from the community in which she
was educated,” Kwvowres. © Surely the quitting one
community for another cannot be a erime, if it is done
from motives of conseience. Hadst thou been educated
in the Romish church, 1 must suppose thou wouldst
have ahjured its errors, and that there would have been
merit in the abjuration.” Jomsson. ¢ Madam, if I

(1) {See anté, Vol VIL. p.142. and 144 n.}
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had becen educated in the Roman Catholic faith, I be-
lieve I should have questioned my right to quit the
religion of my fathers ; therefore, well may I hate the
arrogance of a young wench, who sets herself up for 2
Jjudge on theological points, and deserts the religion in
whose bosom she was nurtured.” Kwowres. “ She
has not done s0 ; the name and the faith of Christians
are not denied to the sectaries.” Jomunson. < If the
name is not, the common sense is.” Kwowpes. “ 1
will not dispute this point with thee, Doctor, at least at
present; it would carry us too far. Suppose it granted,
that, in the mind of & young girl, the weaker arguments
appeared the strongest, her want of better judgment
should excite thy pity, not thy resentment.” Jonnrox.
“ Madam, it has iy anger and my contempt, and
always will have them.” Krowres. “ Consider, Doc-
tor, she must be sineere. Consider what a noble for-
tune she has sacrificed.” Jonnsos. © Madam, madam,
1 have never taught myself to consider that the asso-
ciation of folly can extenuate guilt.” Kxowrrs. ““ Ah'!
Doctor, we cannot rationally suppose that the Deity
will not pardon a defect in judgment (supposing it
should prove one) in that breast where the consideration
of serving Him, according to its idea, in gpirit and truth,
has been a preferable induccment to that of worldly
interest.” Jounnson. ‘“*Madam, I pretend not to set
hounds to the mercy of the Deity ; but I hate the
wench, and shall ever hate her. I hate all impudence ;
but the impudence of a chit's apostacy I nouseate.”
Krowwes. ¢ Jenny is a very gentle creature.  She trem-
bles to have offended her parent, though far removed frot
his presence ; she grieves to have offended her guardian;
and she is sorry to have offended Dr. Johnson, whom
she loved, admired, and honoured.” Jonwson. ¢ Why,
then, Madam, did she not consult the man whom she
pretends to have loved, admirpd, and honoured, upon
ber new-fangled scruples ?  If she had looked up to
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that man with any degree of the respect she profe sws

she would have supposed his abxhty to judz€ of fit anl
right, at least equal to that of a raw wench just out of
her primer.”  Knowwws. “ Ah! Doctor, remember it
was not from amongst the witty and the learned that
Christ sclected his disciples, and constituted the teachers
of his precepts. Jenny thinks Dr. Johnson great and
good ; but she also thinks the Gospal demands and en-
Joins a simpler form of worship than that of the Esia-
blished Church ; and that it is not in wit and elogquence
to supersede the force of what appears to her a plaio
and regular system, which cancels all typical and mys-
terious ceremonies, as fruitless and even idolatrous ; and
asks only obedience to its injunctious, and tae inge-
nuous homage of a devout heart.” Josnson. ¢ The
homage of a fool's head, Madam, you should say, if you
will pester me about the ridiculous wench.” Kwrowrks

“ 1f thou choosest to suppose her ridiculous, thou caust
not deny that she has been religious, sincerc, disin-
terested.  Canst thou believe that the gate of Heaven
will be shut to the tender and pious mind. whose firat
consideration has been that of apprchended dury ?”
Jounson, ¢ Pho, pho, Madam, who says it will?"
Kw~owres. < Then if Heaven shuts not its gate, shall
man shut his heart?  If the Deity accept the homage
of -such as sincerely serve himn under every form of
worship, Dr. Johnson and this humble girl will. it is
to be hoped, meet in a blessed eternity, whither humau
animosity must not be carried.” Joansow. “ Madam,
1 am not fond of meeting fools anywhere; they are
detestable company, and while it is in my power to
avoid conversing with them, I certainly shall exert that
power ; and so you may tell the odious wench, whown
you have persuaded to think herself a saint, and of
whom you will, I suppose, make a preacher; but I
ghall take care she does not preach to me."— The loud
and angry tooe in which he thundered out thuse replies

VoL, X. ©
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12 his ealm and alle antagonist, frightened us al!, ex~
cept Mrs. Knowles, who gently, not sarcastically, smiled
at his injustice. Mr, Boswell whispered me, ‘¢ I nevey
saw this mighty lion so chafed before.” (1)

501, Boswell's © Tour,”

The general style of Boswell's Tour is somewhat toc
carcluss, and its egotism is ridiculous ; but surely to the
cold-hearted and fastidious reader only, will it scem
ridicalous. The slipshod style is richly compensated
by the palpable fAdelity of the interesting anecdotes
the cgotism, by that good-humoured ingenuousness with
which it is given, ard by its unsuspecting confidence
in the cardour of the reader.  The ineulents, and-cha-
racteristic traits of this valuable work, grapple our at-
tention perforee.  How strongly our iwagivation is
mapressed when the massive Dewg is presented 1o it,
stalking, like a tarcenland bear, over the barren Heo
brides, rouming ronnd the black rocks and loncly coasts
in a small boat, ou rough scas, und saluting Flora Mac
dunald in the Isle of Sy !

The spirit of Boswell's Teur with Johnsen ruus
clear to the Jast syllable.  Those who are ot inturestea
in ity aneedotes can have little intellectual curiosity, and
0 imagination. Those who are not entertained with
the perpetual triumph of sarcastic wit over fair inge-
nuous arguiment, rust be sturdier moralists than ever
Johnson himself affeeted to have heen ; and those who
do not love the biographer, as they read. whatever im-
perfections they may tind in the massive Being whon¥

{1) [* Boswell's Life of Johnsor is out. It contains the
mewmorable conversation at Dilly's, but without that part of st
of which 1 made minutes. This omission iy surely unjustifiable,
a3 } gave Mr. Boswell my memoir, and I pm sureit contams
unthing but what was suid by Mrs. Knowles and the despot,™
Szwagsn, May 19. 1791 For Bosw ell’s reasons for leaving out
the lady’s communication, see anté, Vol. V11, p,144. 5 and for
Mirs, Knowles's version of this conversation, sce post, Part xxzii.}
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he so strongly characterises, can have no hearts. [t is
for the line of Bruee to be proud of the historian of
torsiea: it is for the house of Auchinleck to boast of
him who, with the most fervent personal attachment to
an illustrious liverary character, has yet been sufficiently
{zithtul to the just claims of the public upen biographic
fidelity, t0 veprescat himn, not as lus weak or prejudiced
idolaters might wish to behold him,— not in the light
i which they dosire o contemplate Johnson who pro-
nounce his wiititgs to be an obscure jargon of pempous
pedantry, and lbs imputed virtues a superstiticus farrago
of pharisaic sstevtation,— but as he was 2 tic most won-
derfal comyposition of great and absurd, of wnisanthropy
and benevolenee, of luminwus intelivet and prejudiced
darkness, that was ever produced m the human breast.

502, Mr. and Mrs. DPigzzi.

T am become acquainted with Mr, and Mrs. Piozzi.
Her conversation is that bright wine of the intelivets
which hus no leer.  Dr. Johnson toid wme truth when
he said, she had more colloguial wit thau most of out
literary women: it is indeed 2 fuuntain of perpetnal
tlow. Dut he did not tell me wnth when he asserted
that Diozzi wus an ugly dog, without parucalar skill in
liis profession. Mr, Piozzi is a handsome mau, in
widdle life, with gentle, plenmsing, and unaffected man-
ners, and with very emiuent skill in his profession.
Though he has not & powerful or fine-ioned voicc,
he sings with transcending grace and expression. ¥ am
charmed with his perfeet expression on lns instrument.
Sarely the fincst sensibilities must vibrate through his
frame, sincc they breathe so sweetly through his song!
10ct. 1787.)

503. Reading Munuscripts.
When last in Lichfield, Jolnson told me that a

lady in Loudon once sent him a poem which she bad
(Y
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written, and afterwards desired to know his opinion of
it. “ ¢ Madam, I have not cut the leaves; I did not even
peep between them.” I met her agein in company, and
she again asked me after the trash: I made no reply,
and began talking to another person. The next time
we met, she asked me if 1 had yet read her poem ; I
answered, ¢ No, Madam, nor ever intend it.'”  Shocked
at the unfeeling rudeness he thus recorded of himself,
T replied, that 1 was surprised any person should ob-
trude their writings upon his attention ; adding, that if
I could write as well as Milton or Gray, I should think
the best fate to be desired for my compositions was ex-
emption from his'notice. 1 expected a sharp sarcasm in
return, but he only rolled his large head in silence.

Johnson told me once, ¢ he would hang a dog that
read the ¢ Lycidas’ of Milton twice.” ¢ What, then,”
replied T, ¢ must become of me, who can say it by
heart ; and who often repeat it to myself with a delight,
which grows by what it feeds upon?” ¢ Die,” returned
the growler, ¢ in a surfeit of bad taste.’” Thus it was
$hat the wit and awless impoliteness of the stupendous
creature bore down, by storm, every barrier which rea-
son attempted to rear against his injustice!

504, Last Visit to Lichfield,

Oct. 29. 1784, —1 have lately been in the almdst
daily habit of contemplating a very melancholy spectacle.
The great Johnson is here, labouring under the pa-
roxysms of a disease which must speedily be fatal. Jle
shrinks from the consciousness with the extremcst
horror, 1t is by his repeatedly expressed desire that.
1 visit him often: yet I am sure he neither does, nor
ever did, feel much regard for me; but he would fain
escape, for a time, in any society, from the terrible
idea of his approaching dissolution. I never would be
awed, by his sarcasm or his frowns, into acquiescence
with his general injustice to the merits of other writers,
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with his national or party aversions ; but I feel the
truest compassion for his present sufferings, and fer-
vently wish I had power fo relieve them. A few days
since I was to drink tea with him, by his request, at
Mrs. Porter’'s. When 1 went into the room, he was in
Jeep but agitated slamber, in an arm-chair. Opening
the door with that caution due to the sick, he did nont
awaken at thy entrance, I stood by him several -mi-
nutes, mournfully contemplating the temporary suspen.
sion of those vast intellectual powers which must soon,
as to this world, be eternally quenched.

Upon the servant entering to announce the arrival of
a gentleman of the university, introduced by Mr. White,
he awoke with convulsive starts ; — but, rising with
more alacrity than could have been expected, he said,
“¢ Come, my dear lady, let 'you and I attend these gen-
tlemen in the study.” He received them with more
than usual complacence ; but whimsically chose to get
astride upon his chair-seat, with his face to its back,
keeping 2 trottmg motion as if on horseback ; but, in
this odd position, he poured forth streams of eloquenee,
illumined by frequent flashes of wit and humour, with-
out any tinciure of malignity. His memory is con~
siderably impaired, but his eloquence rolle on in its
customary majestic torrent, when he speaks at all. My
heart aches to see him labour for his breath, which he
draws with great effort. It ia not improbable that this
literary comet may set where it, rose, and Lichfield re-
gvehupdeandmntemm.(l)

1) [* Dr. Johnson seems, in some respects, to have shared
: ngdnprove&mminhumeounny forn;itzx:l
e great morali
= Sin Waryzs Soors, Miscel PmeWarkl, vol. iv. p. 206.]
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Parr XXIIL

ANECDOTES AND REMARKS,

FROM THE MNMOIRE AND WORKS OF DR. PARE. (1)

np—

505. Recommendation of Parr.

Wuen Dr. Parr determined to leave Stanmore, and to
beocome a candidate for the school at Colchester, he
applied to Dr. Johnson for letters of recommendation,
which were kindly granted, as will be seen by the
following extract of a letter, dated Feb. 5. 1777, from
Bennet Langton to Mr. Parr : — ¢ Yesterday morming
Mr. Paradiee and I went to Bolt Court; and 1t is,
1 assure you, but domng justice to Dr. Johnson’s ex-
pressions, on our application, to sey, that nothing could
be more iriendly than they were. He said he knew of
few, if of any, that were so well entitled to euccess
85 yourself in an apphcation for presiding over a semi-
nary of education; and expressed the opinion of your
porsessing all the kinds of learning rcquiste for that
purpose, in very high terms of praise.”

506, Parr's Prajected Life of Johnsos.

For many years I spent & month's holidays m
Londen, and never failed to call upon Johmson. I was
not only admitted, but welcomed. I oconversed with
him upon numberless suljects of learning, politics, and

Lg)‘ [Niv:‘o'. 52.‘5.—.%6. Mthu:::w ar;;:leuted ﬁomgw
¥ o AT, 11 €1 vo. 1828 ; edited by Ljr,
Jahnllammo.ff P . ' o
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common life. 1 traversed the whole compass of his
understanding ; and, by the acknowledgment of Burke
and Reynolds, I distinctly understood the pecuhar and
transcendent properties of his mighty amd virtuous
mind. I intended to write his life ; I laid by sixty or
seventy books for the purpose of writing it in such
a manner as would do no discredit to mysell. I
intended to spread my thoughts over two volumes
quarto ; and if I had filled three pages, the rest would
have followed. Often bave I lamented my ill fortune
in not building thns monwmnent to the fame of Johnson,
and let me not be accused of arrogance when I add, my
own ! (1)
507. ¢ Rasselas.”

r, Young said of Johnson's ¢ Rasselas,” that © 1t
was a mnass of sense.”

508. Truth.

The following passage, from Johnson's character of
Zachary Mudge, unites the truc spirit of Christianity with
the soundest wisdom :—< By a solicitous examination of
objectivus, and judicious companson of opposite argu
ments, he attained what inguiry never gives but to
industry and perspicuity, — a firm and unshalen settle-
ment of conviction. But his firmness was without
asperity ; for, knowing with how much difficulty truth
wis sometimes found, he did not wunder that many
missed it.”(¥) The truth of the concluding sentence
will be felt by every man of deep reflection ; and well
does it become those who are not in the habit of reflect-
mg deeply, to weigh its moral and religious importance

{1) [Dr. Parr bas recarded the samme aeritiment in the note

to the list of the thrty-four worke which he had set
apart to cotisult m his Life of Dr. Johnson : — “ He
will ever have tp lament smudst his cares, his sorrows, and

his angiety, he did not write the hfe of Jus leerned and revered
frend.” — Bib. Parr, p 716.)

, (8) "Ses amsd, Val. VIIL p.o1.)
[/
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id mitigating their prejudices, and in restraining theit
invectives, upon certain difficult and momentous subs
jects. Glad should I be if this opinion of Johnson's
were, in Johnson's words, written, like the motto of
Capaneus, “ in golden letters,’’ and hung up, not only
in every dissenting academy, but in every hall of every
college in those two mnoble seminaries which, as Mil-
ton says of Athens and Sparta, I revere a8 “ the eyes”
of this kingdom.

509, Whig and Tory,

To almost every part of Johnson's distinction of a
Whig and Tory I assent; there is no part which does
not contain judiclons remarks and wseful information :—
** A wise Tory and a wise Whig,” he says, “° will, I be-
lieve, agree, r{'lu-lr principles are the same, though their
modes of thinking are different. A high Tory makes
govermment unintelligible ; it is lost in the clonds. A
violent Whig makes it impracticable: he ja for allowing
so much liberty to every man, that is not power
enough to govern any men, The prejudice of the
Tory is for establishment ; the ptejudice of the Whig
is for innovation. A 'Tory does not wish to give more
real power to government ; but that government should
have more reverence. Then they differ as to the
church. The Tery is not for giving more legal power
to the clergy, but wishes they bave a considerable
nfluence founded on the opinion of mankind: the
‘Whig is for limiting and watching them with a narrow
jealousy.”

510. Unconscious Similitudes,

An instance of unconsious similitude between an,
sncient snd a modern writer accurs at the moment to
my wemqry, #nd as I have not seen it noticed in any
book, you will excuse me for producing it : — ¢ Gray,
says Johnsam, *1ip his odes, has & kind of strutting
digniry, end ie 4R by walking on tiptee.” We mest
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with a similar thought in Quintilian : —  Prima ‘est
eloquentie virtus, perspicuitas : et quo quisque ingenio
minus valet, hoc se magis attollere et dilatare conatur ;
ut statura breves in digitos eriguntur, et plura infirm: .
minantur.”

1 will add another instance. Jobnson said of Lord
Chesterfield, * He is a wit among lords, end a lord
among wits.” But he remembered not that Pope had
written —

“ A wit with dunces, and 2 dunce with wits.”
Neither of them, perhaps, was conscious that Quintilian
had long ago sard — * Qui stultis emditi videri volnat,
eruditis stulti videntur,”

511. Johnson described by Gregory Nazianzen,

The following lines I long ago read and marked
in the * Anecdota Greca,” by Muratorius, as descriptive
of Johnson’s bevevolence, of his ready powers in con-

, and of the instruction it conveyed to his

'Q pdeap § Suvdy wevins &xos, I wreplerres

Mibos, xad wnyh wéow dpvopuéry,

) YAgdpar: wdvra Alwes wuudryp.
‘These lines were written by Gregory Nazianzen
Amphilochus ; and however untractable they may m
the hands of an epitaph writer, they might be managed
with success by such & biographer as Johnson deserves,
snd perhaps hae hitherto not bad.

512. English Universities.

There are men to whom sych an opponvent as Dr.
Johnson, upon such a tapic as the honour of Cambridge
udoxfoa}:o:ﬁght have been &n object both of * terror
and esteemn.” Now, in & paper in the Idler, Johnson

o n
al gt el %ﬁhﬁ&ﬁ.'&iﬁ



26 JOHNSONLIANA.

ture,” says he, ¢ is not the essentiat requistte or the
modern academic, I am yet persuaded that Cambridge
and Oxford, however degenerated, surpass the fashion.
able academies of our metropolis, and the gymnasia of
foreign countries, The number of learned persons in
these celebrated seats is still comsiderable ; and inare
conveniences and opportunities for study still subsist in
them, than in any other place. There is, at least, one
very powerful incentive to learning — 1 1inean the
genius of the place. This is a sort of inspiring deity,
which every youth of quick sensibility and ingenious
disposition creates to himself, by reflecting that he is
placed under those venerable walls where a Flooker and
a Hammond, a Bacon and a Newton, once pursued the
same course of science, and from whenee they soured 10
the most elevated heights of literary fame., ‘This is
that incitement which Tully, according to his own
testimony, experienced at Athens, when he contem:plated
the portico where Socrates sat, and the laurcl-grove
where Plato disputed. But, there are other circum-

stances, and of the highest fnportance, which male
our colleges superior to all places of education. These
institations, though somewhat fallen from their primary
simplicity, are such as influence, in a particular manner,
the moral conduct of their youths ; and, in this general
depravity of manners and laxity of principles, pure
religion is no where more strongly inculcated. English
universities render their students virtuous, at lcast by
excluding all opportunities of vice ; and, by teaching
them the principles of the church of England, confirm
them in those of true Christianity.” 1 had reached
nearly the end of my observations on Mr. Cibbon,
before the sentiments of Dr. Johnson occurred to my
mind. T am too discreet, too honest, and perhaps too
proud, to be intentionally gmilty of plagiarism from
‘any writer whatsoever. But, I am too ingenuous to
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dissemble the sincere and exquisite satisfaction that
I feel, upon finding that my opinions, and even my
own words, on the cncouragement of learning, the pre-
servation of morals, and the influence of religion,
correspond so nearly with the opinions and the words
of such an ohserver as Dr. Johnson, upon such a ques~
tion as the merits of the English universitics.

513, Literary Merit.

By ihe testimuny of such a man as Johnson, imper-
tinence must be abashed, and malignity itself must he
softened.  Of literary merit, as we all know, he was a
sagacious, but a most severe judge. Such was his dis-
cernment, that he pierced into the most secret springs
of huinan actions ; and such was his integrity, that he
always weighed the moral characters of his fellow crea-~
tures in the *“ balance of the sanctuary.” He was too
courageous to propitiate a rival, and too proud to truckle
to a supcrior.

. 514. Johnson’s Funeral.

In a letter from Charles Burney, the younger, to
Dr. Parr, dated Dee. 21. 1784, he says, — Yesterday
I followed our cver to he lamented friend, Dr. Johnson,
to his last mansion: ‘Non omnis moriar — multaque
pars mei vitabit Libitinam’ — should be engraven on his
stone. Ile died with the same piety with which he
lived ; and bestowed much pains during his last illness
in endeavouring to convince some of his friends, who
were in doubt, about the truth of the Christian religion.
He has left behind him a collection of small Latin com-
positions in verse. They are principally translations of
collects and Greek epigrams. He was followed to the
Abbey by a large troop of friends. Ten mourning
coaches were ordered bv the executors for those invited..
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Besides these, eight of his friends or admiirers clubbed for
two more carriages, in one of which 1 had a seat. But
the exeoutor, Sir John Hawkins, did not manage things
well, for there was no anthem or choir service per-
formed — no lesson — but merely what is read over
every old woman that is buried by the parish. Surely,
surely, my dear Sir, this was wrong, very wrong. Dr.
TFaylor read the service—but so-so. (1) He lies nearly
.under Shakspeare’s monument, with Garrick at his right
hand Jjust opposite the monument erected not long ago
for Goldsmith by bim and some of his friends.”

515. Purr on Johnson's Churchmanship.
*“ It is dangerous to be of no church,” said Dr.
, Johnson — who believed and revered his Bible, and
who saw through all the proud and shallow pretences
of that which calls itself liberality, and of that which is
not genuine philosophy.

516. Parr on Johnson's Death.

He was a writer, in whom religion and learning have
lost ome of their brightest ormaments, and whom it is
not an act of adulation or presumption to represent as
summoned to that reward, which the noblest talents,
exercised uniformly for the most uaeful purposes, can-
not fail to attain.

517. Greek Accents. (2)
Dr. Johnson, in his conversation with Dr. Parr, re.
peatedly and earnestly avowed his opinion, that accents

) ng’ Parr, in a letter to Dr. Charles Burney, written in
Nov. ¥ says, * Did you go to Sir Joshua Reynolds’s funeral ?

I hope he-had a ete service, not mutilated and dimidiated,
as it wygs for poor Johnson at the Abbey, which is & great rew
proach to‘the hzy cattle who loll in the stalls there.”]

(2) {€Communicated by Dr. John Johnstone. )
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ought not to be omitted by any cditor of Greek
authors, or any modern writers of Greek verse, or
Greck prose.

518. Bishop Pearce. (')

That Dr. Parr obtained, at an early periad, a place
in the good opinion of Dr. Johnson, appears from the
circumstance, that to his powerful recommendation Dr.
Parr was chiefly indebted for his sppointment to the
mastership of the Norwich Grammar School. Indeed, he
has often heen heard to speak of their friendly inter-
views, even before that time ; of which one instance
occurs to me. This was in 1777, when Bishop
Pearce’s ** Commentary, with Notes, on the Four
Gospels” was published, to which the well-known
“ Dedication,” written by Dr. Johnson, was prefixed.
Calling soon afterwards upon him, Dr. Parr mentionad
that he had been reading, with great delight, his dedi-
cation to the king. “ My dedication ! ** exclaimed Dr.
Jzhnson, ““ how do you know it is mine? " For two
reasons,” rcplied Dr. Parr: “the first, because it is
worthy of you; the second, because you only could
write it.”

519. Johnson's Monument.

‘When it was determined to erect a monument of
Johnson in 8t. Paul's Cathedral, the task of composing
the imscription was assigned, by the public wish and
voice, to Dr. Parr ; who, however, on its first proposal,
ghrank with awe from the arduous undertaking. In
writing to a friend, he thus expresses himself : — *“ 1
must leave this xmghty task to some hardier and some
ablcr hand, The variety and the splendour of Jobn-
son’s attainments, the peculiarity of his character, his
private virtues, and his literery publications, fill me with
confusion and dismay, when I reflect on the confined
(1) [Nos. 518 and 519. from * Field's Memuirs of Dr.

Parr,”]
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and difficult speeies of composition, in which alone they
can be expregsed on his monument.”

On another oduasion, speaking on the same subject —
«1 once intended to write Johnson's Life ; and I had
read through three shelves of hooks to prepare inyself
for it. It would have contained a view of the literature
of Europe : and,” — making an apology for the proud
consciousness which he felt of his own ahility —if 1
had written it,”" continued he, *¢ it would have been the
third most learned work that has ever yet appeared.”
To explain himself, he afterwards added, ** The most
lcarned work ever written, I consider Bentley * On the
Epistles of Phalaris ;' the next, Salmasius * On the
Hellenistic Language.’” On a third occasion, describing
the nature of his intended work, and alluding to Boswell,
he said, ¢ Mine should have been, not the drippings of
his lips, but the history of his mind.” T

4

520. Dnitations of Jurvenal. (V)
Dr. Parr spoke with unbeunded favour of Johuson's
imitations of Juvenal, The lines in the third savire, —
“ Tanti tibi non sit opaci,
Ouwnis arena Tagi, quodquc in ware volvitur aurum,
Ut somno careas,” —

he was fond of quoting, with Johnson's amplification of
the sentiment : —

“ But thou, should tempting villany present
All Marlborough hoarded, or all Villiers spent,
‘T'urn from the glittering bribe thy scornful eye,
Nor sclt for gold, what gold will never buy -
'The peaceful slumber, self-approving day,
Unsulliéd fume, and conscience ever gay.”

(1) [This and the two next articles are from & Recollections
of lgr. Parr, by a Pupil® (the late Charles Marsh ). — Now
Mounthly Mag. vol, xvil. } ’
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521. Prefuce to Shakspeare.

The DPreface to Shakspeare Dr. Parr considered
Johnson’s most eloquent prosc composition ; and he
delighted in quoting that fine passage, where Johnson,
at the close of his attack upen the doctrine of the

Tnitivs, saye, “ But when 1 thiuk of the great authorities
that are rangodt on the other side, T am almost tempted
to retire from the contest; as Kneas withdrew from the
sicge of Troy, when he saw Neptune shaking the
walls, and Juno heading the besiegers.”

522, Music.

Talking once with Dr. Parr on the subject of dedica-
tions, in a friend’s library, he desired me to take down
the first volume of Burney's History of Music, and
to read to him the dedication of that work to the qucen.
*'There,” said he, “there is the true refinement of
compliment, without adulation. In the short compass
of a few lines arc comprised no small degree of the
force, aud nearly all the graces and the harmouies, of
the English language. But Burney did not write it :
Johmson wrote it; and on this, as on other oceasions,
showed himself an accomplished courtier.  Jemmy
Boswell ought to have known that Johpson wrote it.
I had it from good authority ; besides, it is Johnson's
wternally,.  How truly Johnsoman is the following
passage : — * The science of musical sounds has been
depreciated as appealing only to the ear, and aifording
nuthing more than a fugitive and temporary delight ;
but it may justly be considered as the art which unites
corporal with intellectual pleasure, by a species of enjoy-
ment which gratifies scuse, without weakening reason ,
and which, therefore, the great may cultiVate without
debaaement, and the good may enjoy without depmw
ation.”
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528, Adventurer, No. 87. (*)

'l‘he following observations were dictated to me by
Dr. Parr, as he was one evening calmly smoking nis
pipe in my study. I was telling bim, that two of our
common friends had dedided from internal evidence, that
No. 87. in that work was not written by Warton, as
the signature Z. indicated, but by Johnson. ¢ Reach
your ¢ Adventurer’ from the shelves,” said the Doctor,
*¢ and read the paper to me.” When I had doneso he
raid, ¢ Now sit down, and write on the blank leaf of the
volume what 1 shall dictate to you ; and remember never
to part with that book, nor suffer the leaf, which you
have written, to be torn out, but preserve it as a me=
morial of your cordial and sincere friend, when'I shall
be numbered with the dead.” What the Doctor dic-
tated is as follows : — “ May 19, 1808. Number 87.
of the ¢ Adventurer’ was written by Johnson, not by
Dr. Warton. 1t has internal evidence sufficient to show
who was, and who was not, the writer, Instead of T. the
signature of Johnson, Z., the signature of Warton, was
by an error of the press inserted in the earlier, editions,
end has since coutinued. Boswell, when collecting
Johnson's papers in the ¢ Adventurer,’ looked only o
the signature J'.; and not finding it to No. 87., he did
not assign that paper to Johnson, Warton was more
likely to keep a good account than Johnson. Dr. Wooll,
in his Life of Warton, does not include No. 87. among
the papers written by Warton. Dr. Parr, who gave me
this information in May 1808, was quite satisfied with .
the internal evidence as supphed by the style and the
matter. Boswells silence proves nothing except his -
want of vi ce, or his want of acuteness ; but Wooll's
silence is decisive, more especially as Boswell has left
the paper open to a claim from Dr. Werton, who hap-

(1) [From  Parrians,” by E. . Barker, Esq,, voL 1. p. 472.]
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pily had too much honour to appropriate the comp&si-
tion of another man.”

524. First Interview with Johnson. (')

We talked of Johnson. Dr. Parr said, he had once
begun to write a hife of him ; and if he had continued
it, it would have been the best thing he had ever written.
< I should bhave related not only every thing important
about Johnsen, hut many things about the men who
flourished et the same time ;" adding, with an expres-
sion of sly humour, *“ taking care, at the sare tune, to
display my own learning.”  He said, Dr. Johnsoo was
an admirable scholar, and that he would have had a
high reputation for more learning, if his reputation for
intelleet and cloquence had not overshadowed 1t ; the
classical scholar was forgotten in the great original con-
tributor to the literature of his country. One of the
company rewinded him of his first interview with Dr.
Johuson, as related by Mr. Langton in Boswell's ac~
count of his life. After the interview was over, Dr.
Johnson said, ¢ Parr is a fair man; I do not know
when T have had an occasion of such free controversy ;
it is remarkable how much of a man’s life way pass
without meeting with any instance of this kind of open
discussion.” (-)  To this rewark Dr, Parr replied with
great vehemence, *“ I rcpember the interview well: 1
gave hin 1o quarter. The subjeet of oar dispute was
the liberty of the press. Dr. Jobnson was very great:
whilst he was arguing, I observed that he stamped.
Upon this I stamped. Dr. Johnson said, ¢ Why did you
stamp, Dr.Parr 2’ 1 replied, * 8ir, because you etamped ;
and 1 was resolved not to give you the advantage even
of @ stamp iu the argument.’” 1t is impossible to do

.

1
(1) [This and the next article are from a paper entitled * Two
Days with Dr. Parr,” in Blackwood’s Mag,. vol. xvii. v, 599.]

(2) [Sce anté, Vol. VIL, p. 363.]
Y OLe Xo D
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justice to his description of this scene ; the vehemence,
the characteristic pomposity, with which it was accom-
panied, may easily be imagined by those who knew
him, but cannot be adequately represented to those who
did nor.

525. Juhnson’s < Prayers and Meditations.” (1)

Permit me (says Dr. Parr), as a friend to the cause of
virtue and religion, to recommend most carnestly to read-
ers of every class the serious perusal of Dr. Johnson's
¢ Praycrs and Meditations,” lately published.  They
mark, by the mest unequivocal and vivid proofs, the
sincerity of his faith, the fervour of his devotion, and
the warmth of his bencvolence: they are equally in-
telligible, and equally instructive, to the learned and the
unlearned ; they will animate the picty of the Christian,
and put to shame the coldness and obduracy of the,
proud philosopher : they show at once the weakness
and the stringth of Johnson's mind ; but that weakness
welts every attentive reader into compassion, and that
strength impresses him with veneration. Hec that pos-
sesses both integrity of principle, and tenderness of
feeling —- he that adwires virtue, and reveres religion —
he that glows with the love of mankind, and reposes his
trust in God — will himself become a wiser and a better
1man from contempiating those thoughts which passed m
the mind of one of the wisest and the best of men,
when he communed with his own heart, and pourcd
forth his supplications before the throne of Heaven for
mercy and for grace.

(1) | From the % Gentlcman®s Magazine,” vol. Iv. p. 675.}
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Paur XXIV.

ANECDOTES AND REMARKS
BY JOSEPH BARETTL ()

—

826, Aequaintance with Johnson. (<)
My connection with Dr. Johnson, though quite close
and quite familiar, daring 2 great number of years, was
nevertheless, like every other iutimacy, suhject at inter-
vals to the vicissitudes of coincidence and discrepance
m opinion ; not that I ever dreamt of any equality he
tween our powers of pronouncing judgment in ambi-
guous and questionable cases, but in mere consequence of .
that untoward cast of mind which often nakes this and
that and t'other object appear to Mr. Joseph of such
a form, of such a size, of such and such a quality,
when Mr. Samuel conceives them all to be greatly cif.
ferent, if not the absolute reverse. Not unfrequently,
therefore; were our debates on divers topics, now of
more, now of less, importance. To them, and w0 a
multitude of disquisitions 1 heard from him on innu-
merable matters, I am indebted for the best part of that
little knowledge 1 have; and if there is any kind of
rectitude and fidelity in my ideas, I will ever remember,
with gratitude as well as pride, that I owe more of it 1o
him and to his books, than to any other man I ovcr
knew, or any other books I ever studied. However, m
rpite of my obsequiousness to his great superiority, aud
my ready submission to most of his dictates, never

(1) [Seeantd, Vol. 11. p. 55.]
(2) [From Beretti's  Strictures on Signora Piozzi's public-
aton of Dr. Johnsott's Letters.”} o
D -
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could I implicitly adopt some few of his principal no-
tions and leading opinions, though ever so ardently de-
sirous of conforming all mine to those of a man, whose
innate and acquired facultics, as tfar as iy judgment
reaches, were never equalled by any of his most far-
famed contemporaries. (ne of the points on which
my friend and 1 most widely diftered, and most fre-
quently disputed, especially during the last seven or
eir;ht years of his life, was certainly that of his Mis-
tress’s E\ce]]eme or no cxecllence ; and every body
hnows that bis Mistress, as he emphamaﬂy called her,
was my pretty Hester Lynch, alias Mrs. Thrale, alias
La Piozzu

257. Junncon and the Thrales,

The Signora Piozzi says, that < while she renmined at
fireatham or at London, her carriage and servants were
‘uot cntirely at her commend.” but at Johnson's. But,
in the name of goodness, had she not told us, in her

¢ Anvedotes,” that « the Doctor wanted as little as the
gods, and vejuired less attendmmee, sick or well, than
she cver saw any human ereature ?”  Itis a fact, not to
be denied, that, when at Streatham or in the Borough,
Johnson wanted nothe.g cl-e fromn her servants, than to
he shaved once in three days, as he was alinost beard-
less ; and as for her carriage, never once during the
whole time of their acquaintance did he borrow, much
less commend it, for any purpose of his own. Either
she iu hers, or Mr, Thrale in his, took him from town
to Streatham without the least inconvenience to either ;
and e was brought back generally on butur(layc by Mr.
Thrule, who repaired cvery day to the Borough about
his affairs presently after breakfast. When Johnson
went to them or from them in town, he constantly made
«me of an hackney, and would have been greatly offended
tiat Madam ever offered to order the horses out of the
stable on his solc aceount. True it is, that Jehnson
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was not lavish of his money when he began to have.any
to save, but he scorned to be considered as oversaving
it; and of this we have a pretty lively proof, p. 28.
vol, ii. of his Letters, where he rebukes Mr. Thrale
for wishing to have him brought to Brightehnstone hy
Dr. Burney, that he might not be at the expense of a
postchaise or of the stage-coach : ¢ Burney is to bring
me? " says Johnson. ¢ Pray why so? Is it not as fit
that I should bring Burney ? My Master is in his ¢ old
hines,” and so am L.  ‘T'his asperity of language proves
how ticklish Johnson was on the most distant suppo-
sition that he grudged cxpense when necessary.

It is not true, that Dr.Jolmiwn © would often not rise
till twelve, and oblige her to muke bieakfast for him
till the bell rang for dinger.” 1t is a constaunt fact,
that, during Johnson's :ﬁuaintsmve with the Thrale
family, he got the habit of rising as early as other
folks, nor ever made Mr. Thrale stay a single moment
for his breakfast, knowing that his business called him
away from the bieakfast table about ten o'clock every
morning, except Sundays ; nor had Mr. Thrale quitted
the tahle a moment but the Doctor swallowed his last
cup, and Madam was at liberty to co about her hens
and turkeys, leaving him to chat with me or any bady
else that happened to be there, or go up in his rown,
which was more usunal, from whence he did not stir till
dinner-time,

Johnson's austere reprimands and unrestrained up-
braidings, when face to face with Madam, always de-
lighted Mr. Thrale, and were approved even by her
children : and 1 remember to this purpose a piece of
mortification she once underwent by a {rait de naivete
of poor little Harry, some months before he died.
¢ Jlarsy,” raid his father to him, on entering the reom,
“ are you listeiing to what the Doctor and mamma are
abgut 2" “ Yes, papa,” answered the boy, “ And.”
quoth Mr. Thrale? ¢ what are they saying ?”  “ They
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are disputing,” replied Harry ; “but mamma has just
such a chance against Dr. Johnson, as Presto would have
if he were to fight Dash.” Dash was a large dog, and
Presto but a little one. The laugh, thic innocent ob-
servation produced was so very loud and hearty, that
"Madam, unable to stand it, quitted the room in such a
mood as was still more laughable than the boy’s perti-
nent remark, though she muttered it was very imper-
tinent.” However, a short turn in the pleasure.ground
soon restored her to her usual elasticity, made her come
back to give us tes, and the puny powers of Presto were
mentioned ne more.

528. Baretti's Rupture with Dr. Johnson.(')

My story may be a lesson to eager mortals to mis«
trust the duration of any woaly enjoyment ; gs even the
best cemented friendship, which I consider as the-most
precious of earthly blessings, is but a precarious one,
and subject, like all the rest, to be blasted away in an
unexpected moment, by the capriciousness of chance,
and by some one of those trifling weaknesses, tnac-
countably engrafted even in the noblest minds that ever
showed to what a pitch human nature may be elevated,
About thirteen months before Dr. Johnson went the
way of all flesh, my visits to him grew to be much less
frequent than they used to be, on account of my gout
and other infirmities, which permitted not my going
very often from Edward Street, Cavendish Square, to
Bolt Court, Fleet Street, as it had been the case in my
better days; yet, once or twice every month, I never
failed to go to him, and he was always glad to see * the
oldest friend he had in the world ;" which, since Gar-
rick’s death, was the appellation he honoured .me with,
and constantly requested me to see him as often as 1
could. One day—and, alas ! it was the last time I saw

From ¢ 'Tolondsen : Spex Bowle, about hi

cdion af Don Quioter 1rang o4 ok Boie, shont his
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him —1 called on him, not without some anxiety, as 1
had heard that he had been very ill ; but found him so
well as to be in very high spirits ; of which he soon made
me aware, because, the conversation happening to turn
about Otaheite, he recollected that Omiah had often
conquered yoe at chess; a subject on which, whenever
chance brought it about, he never failed to rally me
most unmercifully, and made himeelf mighty merry
with., This time, more than he had ever done before, he
yushed his banter on at such a rate, that at last he
chafed me, and made me so angry, that, not being able
to put a stop to it, 1 snatched up my hat and stick, and
quitted him in a most choleric mood. The skilful
translator of Tasso (Mr. Hoole), who was a witness to
that ridiculous scene, may tell whether the Doctor’s
obstreperous merriment de¥erved approbation or blame ;
but, such was Johnson, that, whatever was the matter
io hand,- if he was in the humour, he would carry it
as far as he could ; nor was he much in the habit, even
with much higher folks than myself, to refrain from
-sallies which, not seldom, would carry him further than
he intended. Vexed at his having given me cause to
be angry, and at my own anger too, 1 was not in haste
to sce him again ; and he heard, from more than one,
that my resentment continued. Finding, at last, or
supposing, that I might not call on him any more, he
requested a respectable friend to tell me that he would
be glad to see me a8 soon as possible ; but this message
was delivered me while making ready to go into Sussex.
where I staid a month longer ; and it was on my leav-
ing Sussex, that the newspapers apprised me my friend
was no more, and England had lost possibly the greatest
of her literary ornaments. (1)

(1) | The interesting memoir of Baretti, in the Gentleman®,
Magazine for May, 1789, drawn up by Dr. Vincent, concludes
thug: — ¢ It was not distress that compelled Baretti to take
!ea?ge in the bospitality of Mr. Thrale, us has been suggested,

N . p 4 ,
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Parr XXV,

"ANECDOTES AND REMARKS,
BY BISHOP PERCY.(!)

520. Stourbridge School.

Sir Jomy HawxkiNs is not correct in saying that
Johnson, in early life, had not been accustomed to the
conversation of gentlemen, His genius was so dis-
tinguished, that, although little more than-a schoolboy,
he was admitted to the best company, hoth at Lichficld
and Stourbridge ; and, in the latter neighbourhood, had
met even with George, afterwards Lord Lyttelton ; with
whom, having some colloquial disputes, he is supposed
to have conceived that prejudice which so improperly
influenced him in the Life of that worthy nobleman.
But this could scarcely have happened when he was a
boy of fifteen ; and, therefore, it is probable he occa-
sionally visited Stourbridge, during his residence at
Birmingham, before he removed to London,

He had lately received flve hundred: pounds for his Spanish
< Travels,” but was induced by Dr. Johnson (contrary to his
own determination, of never becoming a teacher of lan )
te undertake the instruction of. Mr. Thrale’s dnughters inw o
He was either nine or eleven years almost entirely in that
family, though he still rented a lodging in town; during which
period he expended his own five hundred pounds, and reeeived
nothing in return for his instruction, but &e participation of a
od table, and a hundred and fifty pounds by way of presente,
nstead of his * Strictures on Signora Piozzi,” had he told this
plain unvarnished tale, he would have convicted that lady of
avarice and ingratitude, without incurring the danger of a-reply,
or exposing his memory to be ingulted by her advocates.”]

1) [From communications made by Bi > )
() [F ; v Bighop Percy, to D



BISHOP PERCY. 41

530. Personal Peculiarities.

Johnson's countenance, when in a geod humour, was
not disagrecable. His face clear, his complexion good,
and his featurcs not ill formed; many ladies have thought
they might not have been unattractive when he was
young. Much misrepresentation has prevailed on this
subject. among such as did not personally know him.

That he had some whimsical peculiarities of the
nature deseribed by Mr. Boswell, is certainly truc ; but
there is no icason to believe they proceeded from any
superstitious motives, wherein religion was concerned :
they are rather to be ascribed to the ** mental distem-
pers” to which Boswell has so repeatedly alluded.

Johnson was so extremely short-sighted, that he had
1o conception of rural beguties ; and, therefore, it is
not to be wondered, that he should prefer the convers-
ation of the metropolis to the silent groves and views of
Hampstead and Greenwich ; which, however delightful,
he could not see.  In his Tour through the Highlands
of Scotland, he has somewhere observed, that one moun-
tain was like another ; so utterly unconscious was he of
the wonderful variety of sublime and beautiful scenes
those mountains exhibited. I was once present when the
case of a gentleman was mentioned, who, having, with
great taste and skill, formed the lawns and plantations
about his house into inost beautiful landscapes, to com-
plete onc part of the scenery, was obliged to apply for
leave to a neighbour with whom he was not upon cor-
dial terms ;" when Johnson made the following remark,
which at once shows what ideas he had of landscape
improvement, and how happily he applied the most
common incidents to moral instruction. ¢ See how
inordinate desires enslave a man! No desire can be
more innocent than to have a pretty garden, yet, in-
duiged to excess, it has made this poor man submit to
beg a favour of his enemy.”
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531. Johmson’s Manner of Composing.

Johnson’s manuer of composing has not heen rightly
understood. He was so extremely short-sighted, from
the defect in his eyes, that writing was inconvenient to
him ; for, whenever he wrote, he was obliged to hold
the paper close to his face. He, therefore, never com-
posed what we call a foul draft on paper of any thing
he published, but used to revolve the subject in his
mind. and turn and form every period, till he had
brought the whote to the highest correctness and the
most perfect arrangement.  Then his uncommonly re-
tentive memory enabled him to deliver a whole essay,
properly finished, whenever it was called for. -1 have
often heard him humming and forming periods, in low
whispers to himself, when shallow observers thought he
was uttering prayers, &c.  But Johnson is well known
to have represented his own practice, in the following
passage in his Life of Pope: “ Of composition there
are different methods. Some employ at once memory
and invention ; and, with little intermediate use of the
pen, form and polish large masses by continued me-
litation, and write their productions only when, in their
own opinion, they have completed them.’

532. Dislike of Swift. .

The extraordinary prejudice and dislike of Swift,
manifested on all occasions by Johnson, whose political
opinions coincided exactly with his, has been difficult
to account for ; and is therefore attributed to his failing
in getting a degree, which Swift might not choose to
solicit, for a reason given below. The real cause is
believed to be as follows: The Rev. Dr. Madden (1),
who distinguished himself so laudably by giving pre-
miums to the young students of Dublin College, for

(1) [Sce anté, Vol. 1L p. 8, and 73.]
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which he had raised a fund, by applying for contribu-
tions to the nobility and gentry of Ireland, had solicited
the same from Swift, when he was sinking into that
morbid idiocy which only terminated with his life,
and was saving every shilling to found his hospital for
lunatics ; but his application was refused with so little
delicacy, as left in Dr. Madden a rooteri dislike to Swiit's
character, which he communicated to Johnson, whose
fricndship he gained on the following occasion: Dr.
Muwlden wished to address some person of high rank,
in prose or vec . ; and, desirous of having his compo.
sition exannnid and corrected by sume writer of superior
talents, had 1.+ yecommended to Johnson, who was
at that tine in cxtreme indigence ; and having finished
nis task, would prebably have thought himself well re-
warded with & guinca or two, when, to his great sar-
prise, Dr. Madden generously slipped ten gruineas into
his hand.  This made such an impression on Johnson,
1> Jed hum to adopt every vpinion of Dr. Madden, and
w resent, as warmly as himself, Swift's rough refusal
of the contribution ; after which the latter could not
decently request an. favour from the University of
Prablin,

5335, The Dictionary.

The account of the manner in which Johnson com-
piled his Dictionary, as given by Mr. Boswell (}), is
confused and erroneous, and, a moment’s reflection will
convinee every person of judgment, could not be correct ;
for, to writec down an alphabetical arrangement of all
the words in the English language, and then hunt
through the whole compass of English literature for all
their different significations, would have taken the whole
life of any individual ; but Johnson, who, among other
peculiaritics of his character, excelled most men in cou.

. (1) [Sec'ant?, Vol. L. p. 217.]
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triving the best means to accomplish any end, devised
the following mode for completing bis Dictionary, as
he himself expressly described to the writer of this ac.
count. He began his task by devoting his first care to
a diligent peru-al of all such English writers as were
most correct in their language, and under every sentence
which he meant to quote he drew a line, and noted in
the margin the first letter of the word under which it
was to occur. He then delivered these books to his
clerks, who transcribed each sentence on a separate slip
of paper, and arranged the same under the word referred
to. By these means he collected the several words and
their different significations ; and when the whole ar-
rangement was alphabetically formed, he gave the defi-
nitions of their meanings, and collected their etymologies
from Skinner, Junius, and other writers on the subject.
Iu completing his alphabetical arrangement, he, no
doubt, would recur to former dictionaries, to see if any
words had escaped him ; but this, which Mr. Boswell
raakes th® first step in the business, was in reality the
last ; and it was doubtless to this happy arrangement
that Johnson effected in a few years, what employed the
foreign academies nearly half a centary.

534. Miss Williams. (%)

During the summer of 1764, Johnson paid a visit to
me, at my vicarage-house in Easton-Mauduit, near Wel-
lingborough, in Northamptonshire, and spent parts of
the months of June, July, and August with me, ac-
companied by his friend Miss Williams, whom Mrs.
Perey found a very agreeable companion. As poor
Miss Williams, whose history is so connevted with that
of Johnson, has not had common justice done her by
his biographers, it may be proper to mention; that, so
far from being a constant source of disquiet and vex-
ation to him, although she had been totally blind for the

1) [See ante, Vol. L.'p. 274.)
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last thirty years of her life, her mind was so well cul-
tivated, and her conversation so agreeable, that she very
much enlivened and diverted his solitary hours; and,
though there may have happened some slight disagrec-
ments hetween her and Mrs. Desmoulins, which, at the
moment, disquieted him, the friendship of Miss Wil
liams contributed very much to his comfort and hap-
piness. For, having been the intimate friend of his
wife, who had invited her to his house, she continued
to reside with him, and in her he had always a con-
versable companion ; who, whether at his dinners or at
his tea-table, entertained his friends with her sensible
conversation. Being cxtremely clcan and neat in her
person and habits, she never gave the least disgust by
her manner of eating; and when she made tea for
Johnson aud his friends, conducted it with so much
delicacy, by gently touching the outside of the cup, to
feel, by the heat, the tea as it ascended within, that it
was rather matter of admiration than of dislike to every
attentive observer.

535. Truth.

Johnson was fond of disputation, and willing to see
what could be said on each side of the question, when
a subject was argued. At all other times, no man had
a more scrupulous regard for truth; from which, I
iv?'ily believe, he would not have deviated to save his

ife. ' '

586. Robert Levert.

Mr. Boswell describes Levett as a man of a strange.
wrotesque appearance, stiff and formal in his manuer.( )
This is misrepresented. He was a-modest, reserved
man ; humble and unaffected; ready to execute any
commission for Johnson ; and grateful for his patronage.

(1) [See ant?, Vol I. p.290.)
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‘ 537. Mr. Thrake.
Of Mr. Thrale, Johnson has given a true character

in a Latin epitaph, inscribed on his monument in

Streatham church. This most amiasble and worthy

gentleman certainly deserved every tribute of gratitude

from the Doctor and his literary friends ; who were
always welcome at his hospitable tahle. 1t must there-
fore give us great concern to see his origin degraded by
any of them, in a manner that might be extremely in-
jurious to his elegant and accomplished daughters, if it
could not be contradicted ; for his father is represented
to have been a common drayman ; whereas, he was well
known to have been a respectable citizen, who inereased

a fortune, originally not contemptible, and proved his

mind had been always liberal, by giving a supcrior

education to his son,

588, ¢ The Ramblar.”

Mr. Boswell objects to the title of < Rambler,” which
he rays, was ill-sulted to a series-of grave and moral
discourses, and is translated into Italian, Il Vaga-
bondo,” as also because the same title was afterwards
given to a licentious magazine. These are curious rea-
sons. DBut, in the first place, Mr. Boswell assumes,
that Johnson intended only to write a scries of papers
on “ grave and moral ” subjects ; whereas, on the con-
trary, he meant this periodical paper should be .open for -
the reception of every subject, serious or sprightly,
solemn or fariliar, moral or amusing; and therefore
endeavoured to find a title as general and unconfined as
possible. He acknowledged, that * The Spectator”
was the most happily chosen of all others, and “ The
Tatler” the next to it: and after long consideratirn
how to fix & third title, equally capacious and suited w
his purpose, he suddenly thought upon ‘“ The Ram.
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bler” (!); and it would be difficult to find any other
that so exactly coincided with the motto he has adopted
in the title-page —

“ Quo me cunque rapit tempestas deferor hospes.”

530, Fear of Death.

Mr. Boswell states, that * Dr. Johnson's conduet,
after he had associated with Savage and others, was
not so strictly virtuous, in one respect, as when he was
a younger man. ( ) This secins to have been suggested
by Mr. Boswell, to account for Johnson’s religious ter-
rors on the approach of death; asif they procreded
from his baving been led by Savage to vicious in-
dulgences with the women of tht town, in his nocturnal
rambles. This, if true, Johnson was not likely to have
confessed to Mr. Boswell, and therefore must be re-
ceived as a pure invention of his own. But if Johneon
ever conversed with those unfortunate females, it is be-
lieved to have been in order to reclain them from their
dissolute life, by moral and religious impressions ; for
to one of h.s friends he onece related a conversation of
that sort whi & he had with a young female in the street,
and that, askyog her what she thought she was made for,
her reply was, © she supposed to please the gentlemen.”
His friend intimating his surprise, that he should have
had communications with street-walkers, implying a
suspicion that they were not of a moral tendency, John-
son expressed the highest indignation that any other
motive could ever be suspected.

(1) | A paper, cutitled ¢ The Rambler,” appeared in 1712
Ouly one number of it scems to have escaped the ravages of time
thes is in the British Museum.]

(2) [See anté, Vol. VIIL p.995.}
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Parr XXVI.

ANECDOTES AND REMARKS,
BY LADY KNIGHT. (1)

540. Mrs. Johnson.

Mges. WisLiams's account of Johnson’s wife was, that
she had a good undergtanding and great seusibility
but inclined to be satirical. Her first busband died in-
solvent : her sons were much disgusted with her for her
second marriage ; perhaps because they, beiny strog.
gling to get advanced in life, were mortified to thipk
she had allied herself to a man who had not any visibie
means of being useful to them. Tlowever, she always
retained her affection for them. While they resided in
Gough Court, her son, the officer, knocked at the deor,
and asked the maid if her mistress was at home ?  She
answered, “ Yes, Sir; but she is sick in bed.” <O !”
says he, < if it is'so, tell her that her son Jervas called
to know how she did;” and was going away. 'The
maid begged she might run up to tell her mistress, and,
without attending hig answer, left him. Mrs. Johnson,
enraptured to hear her son was below, desired the maid
to tell him she longed to embrace hita. When the maid
descended, the gentleman was gone, and poor Mrs,
Johnson was much agitated by the adventure: it was
the only time he ever made an cffort 10 se¢ her. Dr.

Qq) {From a paper transmitted by Lady Knj at Rome,
to Mr, Hoole. Lady Kmight was the moti'm' of Miss Cornelia
Knight, the accomplished author of ¢ Dinarbas,” * Marcus
ilaminivs,” aud otheringenious works. See anggy Vol. L p. 275,
and Vol, 111 p.9.]
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Johnson did all he could to console his wif$:
Mrs. Williams, ‘“ Her son is uniformly undutiful ; so 1
conclude, like many other sober men, he might once in
his life be drunk, ‘and in that fit nature got the better of
his pride.”

541. Myrs. Williams.

Mrs. Willidms was never otherwise dependent on Dr.
Johnson, than in that sort of association, which is little
known in the great world. They both had much to
‘struggle through ; and I verily believe, that whichever
held the purse, the other partook what want required.
Bhe was, in respect to morals, more rigid thau mo-
dern politeness admits ; for she abhorred vice, and was
pot sparing of anger against those who threw young
folks into temptation. Her ideas were very just in re-
spect to the improvement of the mind, and her own
was well stored. 1 have several of her letiers: they
are all written with great good sense and simplicity,
and with a tenderhess and affection, that far excel all
that is called politeness and elegance. I have been
favoured with her company some weeks at different
times, and always found her temper equal, and her con-
versation lively. I never passed hours with more plea~
wre than when I heard her and Dr. Johnson talk of
the persons they valued, or upon subjects in which they
were much interested. One night I remember Mrs.
Williams was giving an account of the Wilkinsons
being at Paris, and having had consigned t6 their care
the letters of Lady Wortley Montagu, on which they
had hegtowed great praise. The Doctor said, “Why,
Madam, there might be great charms to them in being
intrusted with honourable letters ; but those who know
beiter of the world, would have rather possessed two
pages of true history.” One day that he came to my
house to meet many others, we told him that we b:;(:
arranged our 10 go 10 Westminster Abhey, woul
not ‘he go"iwi&.‘ t\z? “ No," he replied ; *“ not while I

. E

VOL. Xo
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can keep out.” Upon our saying, that the friends of a
" lady had been in great fear lest she should make a
certain match for herself, he said, ““We that are his
friends have had great fears for him.” 1 talked to Mrs.
Thrale much of deer Mrs. Williams. She said she was
highly born; that she was very nearly related to a
Welsh pcer ; but that, though Dr. Johnson had always
pressed h¥ 'to be acquainted with her, yet she could
not ; she was-afraid of her. I named her virtues; she
seemed to hear me as if 1 had spoken of a newly dis~
covered country.

542. Johnson's Charccter.

1 think the character of Dr.Johnson can never be
better summed up than in his own words in * Rasselas,”
chapter 42. He was master of an infinite deal of wit,
which proceeded from depth of thought, end of a
bumour which he used sometimes to take off fiom the
asperity of reproof. Though he did frequently utter very
sportive things, which mlght be said to be playing upon
the folly of some of his companions, and though he
never said one that could disgrace him, yet I think, now
that he is no more, the care should be to prove his steady
uniformity in wisdom, virtue, and rcligion. His political
principles ran high, both in church and state : he wished
power to the king and to the heads of the church, as the
laws of England have established ; but I know he disliked
absolute power, and [ am very sure of his disapprobation
of the doctrines of the church of Rome ; becanse, about
three weeks before we came abroad, he said to my Cor.
nelia, * You are going where the ostentatious porap of
chnrch eeremonies attracts the imagination ; but, if they
want to persuade you to chmge your rellgion, you
must remember, that, by i mcreasung your faith, you may

to become a Turk.”. .If these were not

themrds 1 havekeptupwtheexpmmmng.
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Part XXVIL

ANECDOTES,
BY MR. STOCKDALE. (1)

543. Swift — The Tale of @ Tubd.

Apour the yeer 1770, I was invited by the lively
and hospitable Tom Davies to dine with him, to meet
some interesting .characters, Dr. Johnson was of thc
perty, and this was my first introduction to him:4
) , were others, with whom every intelligent mind
“wenld have wished to converse, — Dr. Goldsmith and -
Mr.Meyer, the clegant miniature painter. Swift was
one of our convivial subjects ; of whom it was Dr, John-
eon’s invariable custom to speak in a disparaging man-
ner. We gave our sentiments, and undoubtedly of
high panegyrie, on the Tale of a Tub; of which Dr.
Johnson insisted, in his usual positive manner, that it
was impossible that Swift should have been the author,
it was so eminently superior to all hie other works. 1
expressed wiy own conviction, that it was written Ly
Swift, and that, in many of his productions, he showed
a genius not unequal to the composition of the Tale of
a Tub. The Doctor desired me to name one. I re-

(1) {¥rom * Memoirs of the Life and Writings of Percival
dn!x"rgvols. 8vo. 1809. - To this gentleman, the * Bel-
eld” of Miss Burney's ¢ Ceciliﬁ"' Johnson was, upon several
oceasions, & kind, protector. e was, for some years, the
Doctor's neighbour, both in Johnson’s Court and Polt Court.
For Miss Jane Porter's character of him, see Vol. 111,
pigan] . . 2 .

E
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plied, that I thought Gulliver’s Travels nét unworthy
of the performance he so exclusively admired. ITe would
not admit the instance ; but said, that * if Swift was
really the author of the Tale of a Tub, as the best of
his other performances were of a very inferior merit,
he should have hanged himself after he had written it.”

544. The Journal to Stella:

Johnson said on the same day,  Swift corresponded
minutely with Stella and Murs. Dingley, on his im-
portance with the ministry, from excessive vanity — that
the women might exclaim, * What a great man Dr.
Swift is 1"

545. Warburton.

Among other topics, Warburton claimed our at-
tention. Goldsmith took a part against Warburton
whom Johnson strennously defendéd, and, indeed, with
many strong arguments, and with bright salhes of elo-
quence. Goldsmith ridiculously asserted, that Warbur-
ton was a weak writer. This misapplied characterietic
Dr. Johnson refuted. I shall never forget one of .the
happy metaphors with which he strengthened and
illustrated his refutation. “ Warburton,” said he,
“ may be absurd, but he will never be weak : he floun-
ders well

546. Joknson's Cat.

“lf I wanted the precedents, examples, and :uthoney
of celebrated men, to warrant my humble regard: and
affection for a cat, either in my boyish or maturer years
{that useful, and indeed amiable, but infamously ha-
rassed and persecuted creature), those precedents ¥
magnt easily produce. Montaigne has recorded his cat;
in his usual facetiousness, but in an affectionate manner.
And as the insolence of Achilles, and the sternness of
Telamonian Ajax, were subdued by a Briscis and &
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Tecmessa, I have frequently seen the ruggedness of.
Dr. Johnson softened to smiles and caresses, by the
inarticulate, yet pathetic, expressions of his favourite

Hodge.
547. Charles the Twelfth.

Charles the Twelfth was guilty of a deed which will
eternally shade the glory of one of the most splendid
periods that are presented to us in history — the murder
of Patkal. Dr. Johnson remarked to me, when we
were conversing on this tragical subject, that Charles
had nine years of good and nine of bad fortune ; that
his adverse events began soon after the execution of
Patkal,end continued to his death. Johnson may be
pronounced to have been superstitious ; but 1 own that I
was sensibly struck with the force of the observation.

548. Pope's Homer.

' Lord Lyttelton told me, that on a visit to Mr. Pope,
while he was translating the lliad, he took the liberty
to express to that great poet his mrpnse, that he had
not determined to translatc Homer’s poem into blank
versc ; as it was an cpic poem, and as he had before
him ﬂ:e illustrious example of Milton, in the Paradise
Lost. Mr. Pope’s answer to Lord Lyttelton was, that
¢ he could translate it more easily into rhyme.”, I ecom-
municated this anecdote to Dr. Johnson ; his remark
to we was, I think, very erroneous in criticism, —¢ Sir,
when Pope said dm he knew that he lied.”

549. Garrick.

Wben Dr, Johnson and I were talking of Garrick, 1
o'baerved, that he was a very moderate, fair, and pleas-
‘ing companion ; when we considered what a constant
influx bad flowed upon him, both of fortune and -fame,
to, throw him off his bias "of moral and social self-
. government. ° Bir,” replied Johnsom, in his usual
emphatical and glowing manner, *“ you are very right

. 8 3
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in your remark ; Garrick has undoubtedly the merit of
& temperate and unassuming behaviour in society ; for
more pains have been taken to spoil that fellow, than if
he had been heir apparent to the empire of India !”

When Garrick was one day mentioning to me Dr.
Johnson’s illiberal treatment of him, on different ocea-
gions ; “ I question,” said he, ¢ whether, in his calmest
and most dispassionate ‘moments, he would allow me
the high theatrical merit which the public have been so
generous as to attribute to me.” I told him, that I
would take an early opportunity to make the trial, and
that I would not fajl to inform him of the result of my
experiment. As I had vather an active curiosity to put
Johnson’s disinterested generosity fairly to the fest, on
this apposite subject, I took an early opportunity of
waiting on him, to hear his verdict on Garrick’s pre-
tensions to his great and universal fame. 1 found him
in very good and social humour ; and I began a con-
versation which naturally led to the mention of Garrick.
1 said something particular on his excellence as an actor;
and I added, “ But pray, Dr. Johnson, do you really
think that he deserves that illustrious theatrical cha<
racter, and that prodigious fame, which he has ac.
quired?” ¢ Oh, 8ir,” said he, “ he deserves every’
thing that he has acquired, for having seized the vety
soul of Shakspeare ; for having embodied it in himself;
and for having extended its glory over the world.” I
was not slow in communicating to Garrick the answer
of the Delphic oracle. The tear started in his eye —
“ Oh ! Stockdale,” sefd he} < each a praise from such
& man ! — this atones fox.all that has patsed.” '

550. Infovication. ‘

I called on Dr. Johnson' éne morning, when Mrs,
Williams, the blind lady, was conversing with him. She
was telling him where she had dined the day before.
¢« There were several gentlomen there,” said she; * and
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when sonte of them came to the tea-table, I found titat
there had been a good deal of hard drinking.” She
closed this observation with a cormmon and trite moral
reflection ; which, indeed, is very ill-founded, and does
great injustice to animals — ¢ I wonder what pleasure
men can take in making beasts of themselves!” « I
wonder, Madam,” yeplied the Doctor, ¢ that you have
not penetration enough to see the strong inducement to
this excess ; for he who malm a beast of himself gets
rid of the pain of being a man,”

551. Mrs. Bruce.

Mrs. Bruce, an old 8cotch lady, the widow of Cap-
tain Bruce, who had been for many years an officer in
the Russian service, drank tea with me one afternoon
at my lodgings in Bolt Court, when Johnson was one
of the company. She spoke very broad Scotch ; and
this alarmed me for ber present social situation. “ Dr.
Johnson,” said she,!* you tell us, in your Dictionary, that
in England oats are given to horses; but that in Scot-
land they support the people. Now, Sir, 1 can assure
you, that in Scotland we give oats to our horses, as well
as you do to yours in England.” I almost trembled
for the widow of the Russian hero; I never saw a
more contemptuous leer than that which Johuson threw
at Mre. Bruce: however, he deigned her an answer, —
¢ 1 am very glad, Madam, to find that you treat your
horses as well as you treat yourselves.” 1 was delivered
from my panic, and I wondered that she was so gently
set down,
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Part XXVIIIL

ANECDOTES,
BY MISS HAWKINS. (")

552. Johnson’s Person and Dress,

Wuex first I remember Johnson, 1 used to sce his
sometimes at a little distance from the house, coming
to.call on my father ; his look directed downwards, or
rather in such abstraction as to have o direction. His
walk was heavy, but he got on at a great rate, his lef\
arm always placed across his breast. so as to bring the
hand under his chin ; and he walked wide, as if to sup-
port his weight. Got out of a hackney coach, which
had set himn down in Fleet Street, my brother Henry
says, he made his way up Bolt Court in the zig-zag
direction of a blast of lightning ; submitting his course
only to the deflections imposed by the impossibility of
going further to right or left.

His clothes hung loose, and the pocket on the right
hand swung violently, the lining of his coat being
always visible. I can now call to mind his brown hand,
his metal sleeve-buttong, and my surprise at seeing him
with plain wristbands, when all gentlemen wore rufiles ;
his coat-sleeve being very wide, showed his linen almost
to his elbow. His wig in common was cut and bushy ; if
by chance he had one that had been dressed in separate

¢! From the Memoirs_of LetmaHawkinl daughter o
Sir J)ohn), 2vols, 8vo, 1827.) ( ugh
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curls, it gave him a disagreeable look, not suited to his
years or character,

In his colloguial intercourse, Johnson’s compliments
were studied, and therefore lost their effect: his head
dipped lower ; the semicircle in which it revolved was
of greater extent ; amd his roar was deeper in its tone
when he meant to ve civil. His movement in reading,
which he did with great rapidity, was humorously de-
scribed after his death, by a lady, who said, that * his
head swung seconds.”

The usual initial sentences of his conversation led
some to imagine that to resemble him was as easy
123 to mimic him, and that, if they began with * Why,
Sir,” or ** I know no reason,” or “ If any man chooses
to think.” or ¢ 1f you mean to say,” they must, of
course, “ talk Johmson.” That his style might he
iniitated, is true ; and that its strong features made it
casier to lay hold on it than on a milder style, no one
will dispute.

553. The Economy of Bolt Court.

Whet the ecunomy of Dr. Johnson’s house may have

.been under his wife’s administration, I cannot tell ; but

' dander Miss Williams's manugement, and, indeed, after-

ﬁﬂuds, when he wus overcome at the misery of thosc
‘dround him, it always exceeded iy expectation, as far
as the condition of the apartment into which I was ad-
mitted could enable me to judge. It was not, indeed,
his study : amongst his bouks he probably might bring
Magliabecchi to recollection; but I saw him only in the
decent drawing-room of a house, not inferior to others
on the same local situstion, and with stout old-fashioned
mahogany table and chairs, He was a liberal customer
to his tailor, and I can remember that his linen was
often a strong contrast to the colour of his hands.

554. Bennet Langton.
On one occasion, I remember Johnson's departing
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froin his gentleness towards Mr. Langton, and in his
irritation showing some inconsistency of ideas. 1 went
with my father to call in Bolt Court one Sunday after
church. There were many persons in the Doctor’s
drawing-room, and among thema Mr. Langton, who
stood leaning against the post of =n open door, under-
going what I suppose the giver of it would have called
an “ objurgation.” Johnson, on my father's entrance,
went back to explain the cause of th:s, which was no
less than that Mr. Langton, in his opinion, ought then
to have been far on his road into Lincolnshire, where
he was informed his mother was very ill. Mr. Lang-
ton’s pious affection for his mother could not be doubted,
— she was a parent of whom any son might have been
proud; but this was a fecling which never could have
been brought into the question by her son: the inert
spirit, backed, perhaps, by hope, and previous knowledge
of the extent of similar attucks, prevailed ; and John-
son’s arguments seemed hitherto rather to have riveted
Mr. Langton’s feet to the place where he was, than to
have spurred him to quit it. My father, thus referred
to, took up the subject, and a few half-whispered sen-
tences from him made Mr. Langton take his leave ; but,
as he was quitting the room, Johnson, with one of his
howls, and his indescribable but really pathetic slow*
sémi-circuits of his head, said most energetically, ** Do,
Hawkins, teach Langton a little of the world.”

555. Mys. Thrale.

On ‘the death of Mr. Thrale, it was concladed by
some, that Johnson would marry the widow ; by others, .
that he would entirely take up his residence in her house ;
which, resembling the situation of mariy other learned
men, would have been nothing extraordinary or cen-
sursble. The path he would pursae was not evident 3
when, on a sudden, he came out again, and sought my ~
father with kind eagerness. Calls were exchanged: he
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would now tske his tes with us ; and in one of those
evening visits, which were the pleasantest periods of my
- knowledge of him, saying, when taking leave, that he
was letmng London, Lady Hawkins said, “ I suppose you
are going to Bath ?” ¢ Why should you suppose so?”
said he.  Because,” said my mother, “ I hear Mrs.
Thrale is gone there.” < 1 know nothing of Mrs,
Thrale,” he roared out ; “ good evening to you.” The
state of affairs was soon made known.

556. Warburton.

To “Warburton's great powers he did foll justice.
He did not always, my brother says, agree with him
in his notions ; ¢ but,” said he, ¢ with all his errors, si
non errasset, fecorat ille minus.” Speaking of Warbur-
ton's contemptuous treatment of some one who presumed
to differ from him, I heard him repeat with much glee
the coarse expressions in which he had vented this feel-
ihg, that there could be no doubt of his hearty appro-
bation.

55T. Sex.

He said, he doubted whether there ever was & man
who was not gratified by being told that he was liked by
the women.

558. Reading and Study.

Speakmg of reading and study, my younger brother
hedrd him say, that he would not ask 2 man to give up
his important interests- for them, because it would not
be fuir ; but that, if any man would employ in reading
that time which "he would otherwise waste, he would
answey for it, if he were a man of ordinary endowment,
that he would make a sensible man. ¢ He might not,”
mdhe “ make a Bentley, but he would be a sensible
man,
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559. Thurlow. — Burke. — Boswell.’

It may be said of Johnson, that he had a peculiar
individual fecling of regard towards his many and va-
rious friends, and that he was to each what I might call
the indenture or counterpart of what they were to him.
My brother says, that any memoirs of his conversations
with Lord Thurlow or Burke would be invaluable: to
the former he acknowledged that he always * talked his
best;” and the latter would, by the force of his own
powers, have tried those of Johnson to the utmost. But
still the inquisitive world, that world whose inquisitive-
ness has tempred almost to sacrilege, would not have
been satisfied without the minor communications of
Boswell, though he sometimes sorely punctured his
friend to get at what he wanted.

560. Complainers.

It is greatly to the honour of Johnsen, that he never
accustomed himself to descant on the ingratitude of _
mankind, or to comment on the many causes he had
to think harshly of the world, He said once to my
youngest brother, © I hate a complainer.” This hatred
might preserve him from the habit.

561. Envy. — Dr. Taylor.

Johnson was, with all his infirmities, bodily and
mental, less of the thorough-bred irritabile genus of
authors, than most of his compeers : he had no petty
feelings of animosity, to be traced only to mean causes.
He said of some one, indeed, that he was “ a good
hater,” as if he approved the feeling ; but I understand
by the expression, that it was at least a justifiable, an
honest and avowed aversion, that obtained this character
for its possessor. But still more to his honour is it,
that his irritability was not excited by the most common
cause of mortification. He saw the companion of his
studies aud the witness of -his poverty, Taylor, raised
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by the tide of human affairs to bloating affuence, and,
I should presune, with pretensions of every kind, far,
very far inferior to his: yet I do not recollect having
ever heard of a sigh excited by his disparity of lot.
That he envied Garrick, while he loved and admired
him, is true ; but it was under the pardonable feeling
of jealousy, in secing histrionic excellence so much more
highly prized, than that which he knew himself to
possess.
562. Reynolds’s « Disconrses.”

On Johnson's death, Mr, Langton said to Sir John
Hawkins, ¢ We shall now know whether he has or has
not assisted Sir Joshua in his ¢ Discourses ;*” but Johnsen
had assured Sir John, that his assistance had never ex-
ceeded the substitution of a word or twp, in preference
to what Sir Joshua had written. .

568. < Mr. James Boswell.”

My father and Boswell grew a little acquainted ; and
when the Life of their friend came out, Boswell showed
himself very uneasy under an injury. which he was
much embarrassed in defining. He called on my father,

, and being admitted, complained of the manner in which
he was enrolled amongst Johnson's friends, whish was
as ¢ Mr. James Boswell of Auchinleck.” Where was the
offence ? It was one of those which a complainant
hardly dares to embody in words: he would only repeat,
“ Well, but Mr. James Boswell! surely, surely, Mr.
James Boswell ! ! “ I know,” said my father, ¢ Mr.
Boswell, what you mean ; you would have had me say
that Johnson undertook this tour with Tur Boswell.”
He could not indeed absolutely cavet this mode of pro-
clamation ; he would perhaps have been content with
‘¢ the celebrated,” or * the well-known,” but he could
not confess quite 80 much ; he therefore acquiesced in
the amendment proposed, but he was forced to depart
without any, promise of cotrection in & subsequent
edition,
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Parr XXIX,

ANECDOTES,
BY JOHN NICHOLS, ESQ. (1)

564. ¢ Literary Anecdotes.”— Thirlby.

My intimate acquaintance with that bright luminary
of literature, Johnson, did not commence till he was ad-
vanced in years ; but it happens to have fallen to my lot
(and 1 confess that I am proud of it) to have been present
at many interegting conversations in the latest periods of
the life of this illustrious pattern of true piety, In the
progress of his ¢ Lives of the Poets,” I had the good
fortune to conciliate his esteem, by several little services,
Many of his short notes during the progress of that
work are printed in the Gentleman’s Magazine, and in .
one of his letters to Mrs., Thrale he says, “1 have
finished the life of Prior — and now a fig for Mr.
Nichgls ! " Our friendship, however, did not cease
with the termination of those volumes.

565. Lichficld.

Of his birth-place, Lichfield, Dr. Johnson always
spoke with a laudable enthusiasm. ¢ Its inhabitants,”
he said, ° were more orthodox in their religion, more '
pure in their language, and more polite in their manners,

.than any other town in the kingdom ;” and he often
lamented, that “no city of equal antiquity and worth
had been eo destitute of a native to record its fame, and
trensmit its history to posterity.”

1) [From™ ¢ Literary Anccdotes of the Eightoemhl \ ’
1:%," }n 9 vols. Bvo. 1812-—1:. For a character of Mr, N Ce?:
of this work, see ant?, Vol. VIII. p, 374.) )
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566. Roxana and Statira.

Mr. Cradock informs me, that he once accompanied
Dr. Jobnson and Mr. Steevens to Marylebone Gardens,
to see “ La Serva Padrona” performed. Mr. Stecvens,
being quite weary of the burletta, exclaimed, ¢ There
is no plot ; it is merely an old fellow cheated, and de-
luded by his servant ; it is quite foolish and unnatural.”
Johnsun instantly replied, ¢ -8ir, it is not unnatural.
Itis a sceue that is acted in my family every day in my
Jife."” This Jdid not allude to the maid servant, however,
%0 much as to two distressed ladies, whom he gene-
rously supported in his house, who were always quarrel-
ling. These Jadies presided at Johnson's table by turns
when there was company ; which, of course, would pro-
duce disputes. 1 ventured one day to say, ¢ Surely,
Dr. Johnson, Roxana for this time should take place of
Siatira,”  “ Yes, Sir,” replied the Doctor ; but, in my
family, it has never been decided which is Roxana,
and which is Statira.”

567. Joseph Reed’s Tragedy.

It happened that I was in Bolt Court on the day
when Mr. Henderson, the justly celebrated actor, was
first introduced to Dr. Johnson ; and the conversation
turning on dramatic subjects, Henderson asked the
Doctor's opinion of ** Dido ” and its author. *¢ 8ir,”
said Johnson, *“ I never did the man an injury ; yet
he would read his tragedy to me.”

568. Samuel Boyse. (V)

The following particulars of the unfortunate Samuel
Boyse I had from Dr. Johnson’s own mouth : —* Ry
addressing himself to low vices, among which were
gluttony and extravagance, Boyse rendered himself so
contemptible and wretched, that he frequently was
without the least subsistence for days together. After

" (1) See ant, Vol. VI1L. p. 183,
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squandering away in a dirty manner any money wluch
he acquired, he has heen known to pawn all his apparcl ”
Dr, Johuson once collected a sum of money to redeem
his clothes, which in two days after were pawned again.
¢ This,” said the Doctor,  was when my acquaintances
were few, and most of them as poor as myself. The
money was collected by shillings,”

569. Lauder's Forgery.

On my showing Dr. Johnson Archdeacon Black-
burne's ¢ Remarks on the Life of Milton,” which were
published in 1780, he wrote on the margin of p. 4.,
“ In the business of Lauder I was deceived ; partly by
thinking the man too frantic to be fraudulent.”

570. Dr, Helerden.

Dr. Johnson being asked in his last illness, what phy.
sician he had sent for — * Dr. Heberden,” replied he,
¢ ultimum Romanorum, the lasy of our learned phy-
sicians.”

571. Parliamentary Debates.

On the morning of Dec. 7. 1784, only six days before
his death, Dr. Johnson requested to see the editor of
these anecdotes, from whom he had borrowed some of
the early volumes of the Gentleman's Magazine, with a
professed intention to point out the pieces which he
had written in that collection. The books lay on the
table, with many leaves doubled down, particulgrly those
which contained his share in the Parliamentary Dcbates ;
and such was the goodness of Johnsou's heert, that he
solemnly declared, that * the only part of his writings
which then gave him any compunction, was his account
of the debates in the Magazine ; but that at the time he
wrote them he did not think he was imposing on the
world. The mode,” he said,  was to fix upon s

spegker's name, then to conjure up an auswer.
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wrote these debates with more velocity than any othd:
of his productions ; often three columns of the maga-
zine within the hour. He once wrote ten pages in on.
day. .

572. Mr. Faden.

Dr. Johnson raid vo me, I ypay possibly live, or rather
breathe, three days, or perhaps three weeks ; but I find
myself daily and gradually worse. Before I quitted
him, he asked, whether any of the family of Faden, the
printer, were alive. Deing told that the geographer
near Charing Cross was Faden’s son, he said, after u
shert pause, * I borrowed a guinea of his father near
thirty years ago; be so good as to take this, and pay
it for me.”, '

573. Last Interview.

During the whoie time of my intimacy with him, he
rarely permitted me to depart without some sententicus
advice. At the latest of these affecting interviews, his
words at parting were, ‘“ Take care of your eternal sal-
vation. Remember to observe the sabbath. Let it
never be a day of business, nor wholly & day of dissi-
pation.”  He concluded his solemn farewell with, ¢ Let
my words have their due weight. They are the words
of a dying man.” 1 never saw him more. 1In the last
five or six days of his life but few even of his mest in-
timate frientls were admitted. Every hour that could
be abstracted from his bodily pains and infirmities, was
spent in prayer and the warmest ejaculations; and in
that pious, praiseworthy, and exemplary manner, b
c'osed a life begun, continued, and ended in virtue.

vak. X. ¥
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Parr XXX,

ANECDOTES AND REMARKS
BY ARTHUR MURPHY, ESQ. (1)

574 Introductory.

I ensoxen the conversation and friendship of that
cxcellent 1nan more than thirty years. I thought it an
honour to be so connected, and to this hogr I reflect
on his loss with regret: but regret, I know, has secret
bribes, by which the judgment may be' influenced, and
partial affection may be carried beyond the hounds of
truth, In the present case, however,, nothing needs to
be disguised, and exaggerated praise is unnecessary.

5%5. First Intervicw.

1t was in the summer 1754,that I became acquainted
with Dr. Johnson. The cause of his first vizit is re-
lated by Mrs. Piozzi nearly in the following manuer :—
*¢ Mr. Murphy heing engaged in a periodical paper, the
¢Gray's Inn Journal,” was at a friend's house in the
country, and, not buing disposed to lose pleasure for
business, wished to content his bookseller by some un-
studied essay. He therefore took up 2 FrenchJonrnal
Littéraire, and, translating something he liked, sent it
away to town. Time, however, discovered that he
translated from the French a ¢ Rambler,’ which had
been taken from the English without acknowledgment.

1) {From ¢ An Eswuy on the Life and Genius of Samucl
Johnson, LL. D,” pretixed to huis Works; and first published
- 1792,



MURPHY 67

Upon this discovery, Mr. Murphy thought it right'to
make his excuses to Dr. Johnson. He went next day,
and found him covered with soot, like a chimney-
sweeper, in & little room, as if he had been acting
“Lungs’ in the Ahhymwt, wahing ether,  This hﬂmv;
told by Mr. '\rhlrphv in company, € Come, come,’ said
Dr. Johnson, * the story is black enough ; but it was «
happy day that brought you first to my house.'”  After
this first visit, I by degecs grew iptimate with Dr.
Jahnson,

5706. Lord Bolingbrake.

The first striking sentence that 1 heard from Dr.John-
son was igha few days after the publication of Lord Bo-
lingbroke’s posthumous works. Mr, Garrick asked hum,
““If he had scen thum #” ¢ Yes, I have seen them.”
* What do you think of them?”  © Think of them!”
He made a long pause, and then replicd:  Think of
them ! A sconndrel and a coward! A secounidre]l, who
spent his life in charging s gun against Christiavity ;
and a coward, who was afrgid of hearing the report of
his own gun ; but left half a crown to a hangry Scotch.
man to draw the trigger afier his Jeath.”

577. Picture of Himself.

Johnson’s reflections on his own life and conduct
were always severe ; and, wishing to be immaculate, he
destroyed his own peace by unnecessary scruples. He
tells us, that, when he sucveyed his past life, he dis-
covered nothing but a barren waste of time, with some
disorders of body, and disturbances of mind very near
to madness. His life, he says, from his earliest youth,
wag wasted in a morning bed ; and his reigning sin was
3 general slugglslmess, to which he was always in-
clined, and, in part of his life, almost compclled by
morbid me!mcholy and weariness of mind. This was

F2
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his constitutional malady, derived, perhaps from his
father, who was, st times, overcast with a gloom that
bordered on insanity. .

In a Latin poem, to which he has prefixed as a title
I'NO®1 SEATTON, he has left a picture of himself,
drawn with as much truth, and as firm a hand, as can
be seen in the portraits of Hogarth or 8ir Joshua
Reynolds. The learned reader will find the original
poem in the first volume of his Works; and it is hoped
that a translation, or rather imitation, of so curious a
piece will not be improper in this place: —

“ KNOW YOURSELF. .
¢ AFTER REVISING AND ENLARGING THE ucua’no‘.x, oR
DICTIONARY, '
“ When Scaliger, whole years of labour past,
Beheld his Lexicon complete at last,
And weary of his task, with wond'ring eyes,
Saw from words piled on words a fabric rise,
He cursed the industry, inertly strong,
In creeping toil that could persist so long,
And if, enraged he cried, Heav'n meant to shed,
Its keencst vengeance on the guilty head,

The drudgery of words thé damn’d would know,
Doors’d to write Lexicons in endless woe. (1) -

-

- Yes, you had cause, great Genius, to repent ;

¢ You lost good days, that might be better spent;’
. You well might grudge the hours of ling'ring pain,

And view your learned labours with disdain,

To you were given the large expanded mind,

The flame of genius, and the taste refined.

-*Twes yours on eagle wings aloft to soar,

.And amidst rolling worlds the Great First Cause explore;

Scaliger's epigram on this subject, nieated
mguaut doubt by Dr, Johiison, Gent, Mag. ;m“fﬂf
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To fix the eeras of recorded time,

And live in ev'ry age and ev'ry clime;

Record the chiefs, who propt their country’s cause;
‘Who founded empires, and establish’d laws;

To learn whate'er the sage with virtue fraught,
‘Whate'er the Muse of moral wisdoga taught.

These were your quarry ; these to you were known,
And the world’s ample volume was your own.

4 Yet warn'd by moe, ye pigmy Wits, beware,
Nor with immortal Scaliger compare,

* For me, though his example strike my view,
Oh! not fur me his footsteps to pursue.
‘Whether first Nature, unpropitious, cold,
‘This clay compounded in a ruder mould ;

Or w curreat, lojt'ring at my heart,
Nog of wit or fancy can impart ;
‘Whate'er the cause, from me no numbers flow,
No visions warm me, and ne raptures glow.

« A mind like Scaliger's, superior still,
No grief could conquer, no misfortune chill.
Though for the maze of words his native skies
He seem’d to quit, 't was but again to rise ;
To mount once wmore to the bright source of day,
And view the wonders of th’ etherial way.
The love of fame his gen'rons bosom fired 3
Each Science hail'd him, and each Muse inspired.
Far him the Sons of Learning trimm'd the bays,
And nations grew harmonious in his praise.

« My task perform’d, and all my labours o'er,
For me what lot has Fortune now in store ?
The listless will succeeds, that worst disease,
‘The rack of indolence, the sluggish ease,

Care grows on care, and o'er my aching brain

Black Melancholy pours her morbid train.

No kind relief, no lenitive at hand,

1 seek, at midnight clubs, the social band ;

But midnight clubs, where wit with noise conspires,

Where Comus revels, and where wine inspires,
8

69
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Delight no more : 1 seck my louely bed,

And call on Slep to sooth my languid head
But stecp from these sad lids flies far away;

I mourn all night, and dread the coming day.
Kxhausted, tired, 1 throw my eyes around,
To find some wacant spot on classic ground :
And soon, vain hope! 1 form a grand design;
Langour succeeds, and all my powers dechne,
1f Science open not her richest vein,
Without materials all our toil is vain,

A form to rugzed stone when Phidias gives,
Beneath his touch a new ereation lives.
Remove his marble, and i genius dies;
With nature then no breathing statue vies.

« Whate'er I plan, I fecl iny powers confl
By Fortune’s frown and penury of mind,
1 boast no knowledge glean'd with toil and strife,
That bright reward of a well-acted life.
1 view myself, while Reason's fecble light
Shaots a pale gummer through the gloom of night,
‘While passions, errors, phantoms of the brain,
And vain opinious, fill the dark domain ;
A dreary void, where fears with grief combined
Waste all within, and desolate the mind,

¥ What then remains? Must 1 in slow decline
To moue inglorious easc ol age resign ?
Or, bold ambition kwndling in may breast,
Attempt some arduous tank ? Or, were it best
Brooding o'er Lexicons to pass the,day,
And in that labour drudge my life away ? * (1)

Buch is the picturc for which Dr. Johnson est to
himself.. He gives the promiuent features of his cha-
racter ;- his lassitude, his morbid melancholy, his love
of fame, his dejection, his tavern parties, and his wan-
derifig Teveries, Vacua mula somniac menitis, sbow.

(1) [This spirited traxislation, or rather imitation, is by, Mr.
Murphy. ] -t : : .
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which so much has been written ; all are painted i
miniature, but in vivid colours, by his own hand. His
idea of writing more dictionaries was not merely said in
verse. Mr. Hamilton, who was at that time an eminent
printer, and well acquainted with Dr. Johnson, re-
meinbers that he engaged in a Commrercial Dictionary,
and, as appears hy the receipts in his possession, was
paid his price for several sheets; but he soon relin-
quished the undertaking.

578. Boswell's Introduction to Joknson.,

Upon one occasion, 1 went with Dr. Johnson intwo
the shop of Davies, the bookseller, in Russell Strect,
Covent Ggrdeu. Davics came running to him almost
sut of th with joy: *“The Scots gentlemman is
come, Sir; his principal wish is to see you; he is now
in the back parlour.” ¢ Well, well, I’} see the gen-
tleman,” said Johnson: Fle walked towards the room,
Mr. Boewell was the person. 1 followed with no small
curiosity. “T find,” said Mr. Boswell, “that I am
come to London at a bad time, when great popular pre-
judice has ‘gone forth against us North Britone; but,
when 1 am talking to you, I am talking to a large and
liberal mind, and you know that I cannot help coming
Srom Seotland.”  “ Sir,” said Johnson, “no more can
the rest of your countrymen.” (1)

579. Dread of Death.
For many years, when he was not disposed to cnter
into the conversation going forward, whoever sat near
his chair might hear him repeating, from Shakspeare,—

“ Ay, but to die and go we know not where;
‘To lie in cold obstruction and to rot;

) [Mr: Boswell’s account of this jritroduction is very difs
Mfex?t ‘om the sbove. See antd, Vol. Il. p. 168.]
r 4
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‘ This sensible warm motion to become
A kncaded clad, and the delighted spirit
To bathe in flery fioods.” e ——

And from Miiton,—

“ Who would lose,
For fear of pain, this intellectual being! "

. 580. Essex-Head Club.

Johnson, being in December 1783 eased of his dropsy,
began to entertain hopes that the vigour of his con.
stitution was not entirely broken, For the sake of
conversing with his friends, he established & conversa.
tion-club, to meet on every Wednewday evening ; and,
to serve a man whom he bad known in Me. Thrale's
household for many years, the place was fixed at his
house in Essex Street near the Temple. To answer the’
malignant remarks of Sir John Hawkins, on this sub-
Jjeet (), were a wretched waste of time. Professing to
be Johnson's friend, that biographer has raised more
objections to his character than all the enemies to that
excellent man. Sir John had a root of bitterness that
¢ put rancours in the vessel of hispesce.” ¢ Fielding,”
he says,  was the inventor of a cant phrase, Goodness
of heart, which means little more than the virtue of a
horse or a dog.” He should have known that kind

_ affections gre the essence of virtue ; they are the will,
of God implanted in our nature, to aid and strengthen
‘moral obligation ; they incite to action ; 8 sense of be-
nevolence is no less necessary than a semse of duty.
Good sffections are an ornament not only to an author
‘tat to his writings. He who shows himeelf upon a
cold scent for opportunities to burk and snarl through-
out a volume of six hundred pages, mny,lfhemn
pretend to moralise; but “gmdaonof heart,” or, to

(1) JSee ant2, Vol. VI1L p. 950.]
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use the politer phrase, the  virtue of a horse or a dog ™
would redound more to his honour.

581. Character of Johnson.

If we now look back, as from an eminence, to view
the scenes of life and the literary labours in which Dr,
Johneon was engaged, we may be able to delineate the
features of the man, and to form an estimate of his
genius. As a man, Dr. Johnson stands displayed in
open daylight. Nothing remains undiscovered. What~
ever he said is known ; and, without allowing him the
usual privilege of hazarding sentiments, and advancing
positions, for mere amusement, or the pleasure of dis-
cussion, criticism has endeavoured to make himn ane
swerable for what, perhaps, he never seriously thought,
His Diary, which has been printed, discovers still more.
We have before us the very heart of the man, with all
his inward consciousncss. And yet, neither in the open
paths of life, nor in his secret recesses, has any one
vice been discovered. We see him reviewing every
year of his life, and severely censuring himself, for not
keeping resolutions, which morbid melancholy and
other bodily infirmities rendered impracticable. We
see him for every little defect imposing on himself vo.
luntary penance, and to the last, amidst paroxysms and
remissions of illness, forming plans of study and reso-
lutions to amend his life, (I) Many of his scruples
may be called weaknesses ; but they are the weaknesses
-of a good, a pious, and most excellent man.

Johnson was born a logician ; onc of those to whom
only books of logic are said to be of use. In conse-
quence of his skill in that art, he loved argumentation.
No man thought more profoundly, nor with such acute
discernment. A fallacy could not stand before him :

( 12“(")11 the mb;ectof voluntary penance; sec the Rambler
0. 'y
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it was sure to be refuted by strength of reasoning, and
a precision both in idea aud expression almost une-
gualled. When he chose by apt illustration to place
the argument of his adversary in a ludicrous light, ene
was almost inclined to think ridicule the lest of truth.
He was su: prised to be told, but it is certainly tre, that,
with great powers of mind, wit and bumour were his
shining talents. That he often argued for the sake of
triumph over his adversary, cannot be dissessbicd, Dr.
Rose, of Chi-wick, has been heard to tell a friend of his,
who thanked bim for introducing him to Dr. Jchn:on,
as he had been convineed, in the course of a lorg dis-
pute, that an epinion, which he had embraced ar a
settled truth, was no better than a vulgar error. 'This
being reported to Johnson, ¢ Nay,” said he, “do not
let him be thankful; for he was right, and T wax
wrong.” Like his uncle Andrew, in the ring at
Smithfield, Johnson, in & circle of disputanis, was
determined neither to be thrown nor conquercd.  Note
withstanding all his piety, self-government, ¢1 the com-
mand of his passions in conversation, dves not scem
to have heen amonyg his attainments, Whenever he
thought the contention was for superiority, he has been
known to break out with violence, and even ferocity.
When the' fray was over, he generally soficned into
repentance, and, by conciliating measures, took carc that
no animosity should be left rankling in the breast of
his antagonisi.

It is observed by the younger Pliny, that in the cona
fines of virtue and great qualities there are gemerally
vices of an opposite nature. In Dr. Johnson mot one-
ingredient can take the name of vice, From his attain-
ments in literature grew the pride of knowledge ; and,
from his powersof reasoning, the love of disputation
aud the vainglory of superior vigour. His piety, in
some instances, bordered on superstition. He was will-
ing to believe in preternatural agency, and thought it
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not mote strange that there should be evil spirits than
evil men.  Even the question about second sight held
him in suspense,

Sinee virtue, or moral goodness, consists in a just
conformity of our actions to the relations in which we
stand to the Supreme Being and to our fellow-creatures,
where shall we find a man who has been, or endea-
vourcd to he, more diligent in the discharge of those
essential duties ? His first Prayer was composed in
1738 ; he continued those fervent ejaculations of piety
to the end of his life,  In his Meditations we see nim
scrutinising himself with severity, and aiming at per-
fection unattainable hy man. His duty to his neirh.
hour consisterd in universal benevolence, and a constant
aim at the production of happiness. Who was more
sincere and steady in his friendships ?

His humanity and generosity, in proportion to his
slender income, were unbounded. Xt has been truly
said, that the lame, the blind, and the sorrowful, found
in his housc a sure retreat. A strict adherence to truth
he considered as a sucred obligation, insomuch that, in
relating the most minute anecdote, he would not allow
himself the smallest addition to embellish his story.
The late Mr. Tyers, who knew Dr, Johnson intimately,
chserved, that © he always talked as if he was talking
upon oath,” After a long acquaintance with this ex-
cellent man, and an attentive retrospect to his whole
conduct, such is the light in which he appears to the
writer of this essay. The following lines of Horace
may he decmed his picture in miniature ; —

¢ Tracundior ext paulo, minus aptus acutis
Naribus horum hominum, rideri possit, 0 quod
Rusticius tonso toga defluit, et male laxus
1In pede calceus haoret; at est honu.utmaﬁorm
Non alius quisquaim ; at tibi amicus et mymnm ingens
" Inculto latet hoc sub corpore.” |
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' @ Your friend is passionate, perhaps unfit
For the brigk petulance of modern wit
His hair ill-cut, his robe that awkward fows.
Or his large shoes to raillery expose

The man you love; yet is he not possess'd
Of virtues with which very few are blest?
While underneath this rude, uneouth

A genius of extensive knowledge lies,”

Part XXX .

CRITICAL REMARKS,
. BY NATHAN DRAKE, M.D. (1)

582. “ London.”
As this spirited imitation of Juvenal forms an epocn
in our author’s literary life, and is one of his best poetica:
productions, I shall consider it as introductory to en
uninterrupted consideration of his compositions in this
branch, and to « discussion of his general character as a
“poet 3 end this plan I shall pursue with regard to the
other yumerous departments of literature in which he
excelled, and according to the order in which tire first
in mirit of a class shall in succession rise to view ; per-
mdad that, by this mode, the monotony arizing from

(1) M"Enyn.mm historical, illustrative of the
, and Jdler:” Part lL «'The Literary
Life of Dr. Johnson."  vols. 1806 Ny
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a stricter chronological detail of his various writings
the arrangement hitherto adopted by his biographers,
may, in & great measure, be obviated.

Of the three imitators of the third satire of the
Roman poet, Boileau, Oldham, and Johnson, the latter
is, by many degrees, the most vigorous and poetica.
Ne man, indeed, was better calculated to transfuse the
stern invective, the. sublime philosophy, and nervous
painting of Juvenal, than our author ; and his ‘“London,”
whilst it rivals the original in these respects, is, at the
same time, greatly superior to it in purity of illustration,
and harmony of versification. The felicity with which
he has adapted the imagery and allusions of the Latin
poem to modern manners, vices, and events ; and the
richness and depth of thought which he exhibits when
the hint is merely taken from the Roman bard, or
when he chooses altogether to desert him, are such as
to render this satire the noblest moral poem in our lan-

At the period when Johnson wrote his ¢ London,” he
must, from his peculiar circumstances, have been prone
to imbibe all the warmth and indignation of the ancient
satirist, who depicts in the boldest colours the un-
merited treatment to which indigence is subjected, and
the multiform oppressions arising from tyranny and ill-
acquired wealth. He was, indeed, at this time, “* steeped
up to the lips in poverty,” and was likewise a zealous
opponent of what he deemed a corrupt administration.
1t is impossible to read the following passage, one of
the finest in the poem, and especially its concluding
line, which the author distingnished by capitals, without
deeply entering into, and severely sympathising with,
the feelings and sufferings of the writer : ~—

“ By numnbers here from shame or censure free,
. All crimes are safe but huted poverty.

This, only this, the rigid law pursues,

Ttiis, only this, provokes the snarling muse.



78 . JOHNSONIANA,

) The sober trader at a tatter'd cloak )
Wakes from his dream, and labours for a joke;
‘With brisker air the silken courtiers gaze,

And turn the varied taunt a thousand ways.
¢ OF all the griefs that harass the distress'd,
Sure the mast bitter is a scornful jest ;
Fate never wounds more deep the gen'rous heart,
That when a blockhead's insult points the dart.
« Has Heaven reserved, in pity to the poor,
No pathless waste, or undiscover'd shore ?
No secret island in the bouhdless main !
No peaceful desert yet unclaim'd by Spain?
Quick let us rise, the happy seats explore,
And bear oppresswon’s insolence no more.
This mournful truth is every where confess'd,
Slow rises worth, by poverty depress'd.”

Of the energy and compression which characterise
the sentimnent aud diction of * London,” this last line
is a striking example ; for the original, though strong in
its expression, is less terse and happy : —

« Haud facile emergunt, quorum virtutibus obstat
Res angusta domi.”

583. ¢ Vanity of Human Wishes.”

The ¢ Vanity of ITuman Wishes,” the subject of
which is in a great degree founded on the Alcibiades
of Plato, possesses not the point and fire which animates
the © London.” It breathes, however, a strain of calin
and dignified philosophy, much more plegsing to the
mind, and certainly much more consonant to truth,
than the party exaggeration of the prior satire, The
poet’s -choice of modern examples, in place of those
brought forward by the ancient bard, is happy and
Jjudicious ; and he has every where availed himself, and
in a style the most impressive, of the solemnity, the
pathos, and sublime morality of the Christian code.

To enter into competition with the tenth satire of
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Juvenal, which is, without doubt, the most perfect
composition of its author, was a daring and a hazardous
attempt.  Dryden bhad led the way, and, though oc-
casionally successful, has* failed to equal the general
merit of the Latiu poem. The imitation of Johnson,
on the contrary, may be said to vie with the Roman in
every line, and in some instances to surpass the original ;
particularly in the sketch of Charles, and in the con-
clusion of the satire, which, though nobly moral as it
is in the page of Juvenal, is greatly heightened by the
pen of Johnson, and forws one of the finest lessons of
piety and resigmation discoverable in the works of any
unminspired writer, After reprobating the o frequent
foily of our wiches and our prayers, it is inquired of
the poet, whether we ¢hall upon wo occasion implore
the mercy of the shies? He replics : —

« Jaquirer, cease; pet:tions yetl remain,
Which Heaven may hear, nor deem religion vain,
Sta}i raise for good the supphieating voice,
But leave to Heaven the measure and the choice.
Safc i his power, whose eyes discorn afar
The secret ambush of' a specious praver ;
Twplore his aid, in bis decisions rest,
Secure whate'er he gives he gives the hest,
Yet when the sense of saered presence fires,
And strong devotion to the skies aspires,
DPour forth thy fervours for a healthful mind,
Qberdient passions, and a will resizw'd,
Foir love, which scorce collestive »nan can f'l ;
For patience, ser'reizn o'cr transmuled ill ;
FLor fai, thaty panting jir o happicr seaty
Counts death kind nuture's signaf of relreat »
These goods for nan the laws of heaven ordzin,
These goods he grants, who grants the powes to gain ;
‘With these celestial wisdom calms the mind,
And makes the happiness she does net find.”
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584, ¢ Irene.”

“ Yrene ” can boast of a strict adherence to the
unities ; of harmonious versitication ; of diction vigor-
ous and splendid ; of sentiment morally correct and
philosophically beautiful: but its fable is without in-
terest, its characters without discrimination, and veithor
terror nor pity is exeited. If it fail, however, as a
drama, in delineating the cbullitions of passion, it will,
as a series of ethic dialogucs, replete with striking ob-
servations on ‘human eonduct, and rich in poetic ex-
pression, be long studied and admired in the closet.  No
one of the productions of Johnson, indeed, was more
carefully elaborated than his ©“ Irene ;” and, though com-
menced at an early period of life, no one more ovidendy
discovers his exclusive love of moral philosophy, and
his ample store of nervous amnd emphatic language. Of
the numerous passages which illustrate this remark, and
which, for their inoral excellence, should dwell upon the
memory, I shall adduce iwo, in conception and in exe-
cution alike happy. Demetrius, addressing the aged
Visier Cali on the danger of protracting the blow which
he intended until the morrow, exclaims,—

¢ To-morrow’s action ! can that hoary wisuom,
Borne down with years, still doat upon to-morrow !
That fatal mistress of the young, the lazy,
The coward, and the {vol, condemn'd to lose
An uscless life 1 waiting for to-morrow,
To gaze with longing e¢yes upup to-morrow,
Till interposing death dest=oys the prospect !
Strange ! _that this gen'ral fraud from day to day
Should fill the world with wretches undetected. |
The soldier, lab’ring through a winter's march,
G:ill sees to-morrow drest in robes of triamph; -
Still to the lover's long-expecting arms,
To-morrow brings the visionary bride.
But thou, too old to bear another cheat,
Learn, that the present hour alone is man's."
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Aspasia, reprobating the ambition and meditated
apostacy of Irene, endeavours to reconcile her mind to
the loss of lifc, rather than of virtue and religion, and
bids her

“ Reflect that life and death, affecting sounds!
Are only vaned modes of endless being ;
Retlevs that Lite, hike ev'ry other blessing,
Denves its value trom its use aloue;

Not for iteelf, but for a nobler end,

Th* Eternal gaveit, and that eud 1s virtue,
When incousistent with a greater good,

Rencon cummands to cast the less away;

Thus hife, with luss of wealth, s we!! preserved,
Aud virtue cheaply saved with Joss of hfe.”

i1 ones the first, scene the second, is a passage which
has been frequently and justly adinired 5 it 15 put into
the mouth ot the Visier Cali, who, exccrating the mi-
series of arbitrary power, alludes to a report which he
had received, of the nicely belanced structure of the
British Censtitution : —

¢ If there Lie any iand, as fame reports,
Where common laws restrain the prince and subject,
A happy land, where circulatng power
Flows through cach member of th' embodied state ;
Sure, not vnconuscrous or the mighty blessing,
Her gateful sons shine bright with evry vitue ;
Untamted with the Just of innovation,
Sure all unite to hold her league of rule
Unbroken as the sacred chain of nature,
‘That links the jarring elements in peace.”

““ These are British sentiments,” remarks M1, Mur-
phy (writing in 1792): *‘ above forty years ago, they
tound an echo in the breast of applauding audiences ;
and to this hour they are the voice of the people, in
defiance of the metaphysics and the new lights of cer-
tain politicians, who would gledly find their private

VL, Xa e
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advantage in the disasters of their country ; a race of
men, quibus nulle ex honesto spes.”

585. Robert Levett.

The stanzas on the death of this man of great tme
humble utility are beyond all praise. The wonderful
powers of Johnson were never shown to greater advan-
tage than on this occasion, where the subject, from its
obscurity and medioctity, seemed to bid defiance to
poetical efforts ; it is, in fuct, warm from the beart, and
is the only poem from the pen of Johnson that has been
bathed with tears. Would to God, that on every me-
dical man who attends the poor, the following enco-
miems could be justly passed !

« Well tried through many a varying year,
See Levett to the grave descend ;
Qfficious, innocent, sincere,
Of ev'ry friendless name the fricnid,
« When fainting nature call’d for aid,
And hov'ring death prepared the blow,
His vig'rous remedy display'd
The power of art without the shore.

« In Migry's darkest cavern known,
Huw wseful care was ever nizh,
Where hopeless An2uish pour'd kis groan,
And bmely Want retered to die.”

How beldly painted, how exquisitely pathetic, as a
description of the sufferings of human life, is this last
stanza! 1 am acquainted with ‘nothing aupenor to it
in the productions of the moral muse,

85, ¢ Medea” of Euripides.
To the English poetry of Johnson, may now be
added a very beautiful translation of some noble lines
from the  Medea” of Euripides, It has escaped all the
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editors of his works, and was very lately introduced ‘to
the world in a volume of considerable merit, entitled
¢ Translations from the Greek Anthology, with Tales
and Miscellaneous Poems."(') A parody, indeed, by our
author upon this passage of the Grecian poet was pube
lished by Mrs. Piozzi (%), but it is of little value, while
the following version has preserved all the elegance and
pathos of the original ; —

“ The rites derived from anciont days,
‘With thoughtless reverence we praise ;
The rites that taught us to combine
The joys of music and of wine ;

‘That bade the feast, the song, the bowl,
’erfill the saturated soul; :

But ne'er the lute nor lyre applied,

To soothe Despair or soften Pride,
Nor call'd them to the gloomy cells
Where Madness raves and Vengeance swells,
Where Hate sits musing to betray,
And Murder meditates his prey.

"T'o dens of guilt and shades of care,

Ye sonx of melody, repair,

Nor deign the festive hour to cloy
With superfluity of joy ;

‘T'he board with vaned plenty crown’d
May spare the luxury of sound.”

587. Rambler and Adventurer.

As specimens of the style of Johnson, we shall ad.
duce three quotations, taken from the ¢« Rambler” and
¢« Adventurer ;” the first on a diductie, the second on a
moral, and the third on a religious subject; passages,
which will place in a very striking light the prominent
peculigrities and excellencies of the most splendid and
powerful moralist of which this country can boast. Aui-

(1) [By Bland and Merivale, 8vo. 1806.]
{2) [Sequents, Vol. IX, p, 22.]
e 2
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sfedverting on the necessity of accommodating knowledge
to the purposes of life, the “ Rambler” thus proceeds : —

¢ To lessen that disdain with whick scholars are inclined to
look on the common business of the world, and the unwilling-
ness with which they condescend to learn what is not to be found
in any system of philosophy, it may be necessary go consider,
that though admiration is excited by abstruse researches and
remote discoveries, yet pleasure is not given, nor affection con.
ciliated, but by softer accomphishments, and qualities more
easily communicable to those about us. e that can only con-
sur-¢ upun questions about which only a small part of mankind
nas knowledge suflicient to make them curious, must lose s
Aays in unsocial silence, and live in the crowd of life without a
rompanion, e that can only be useful in great oc%siom, may
Aie without exerting his abilities, and stand a helpless spectator
of a thousand vexatwons which fret away happiness, and which
nothing is required to remaove, bat a little dexterity of conduct
and readiness of expedicnts.

¢ No degree of kuowledge attainable by man is able to set him
above the want of hourly assistance, or to extinguish the desire
of fond endearmcents and tender officiousness ; and thercefore, no
oune should think 1t unnecessay to learn those arts by which
fricndship may be gained.  Kindness is preserved by a constant
reciprocation of benefite or interchange of pleasures ; but such
henefits only can be bestowed as others are capable to receive,
and such pleasures only imparted as others are qualified to
1oy,

« By this devcent frong the pinnacles of art no honour will be
sest 5 for the condescensions of learning are always overpaid by
gratitude. An clevated genius employed in little things, ap-
pears, to use the simile of Longinus, like the sun in his evening
declination ; he remuts his splendour but retains his magnitude,
and pleases more though he dazzles less.” (1)

The, following passage on the iniquity of revenge,

and on the meanncss of regulating our conduct by 'the
opinions of men, is alike cminent for its style and for

(1) Rambler, No. 187
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its sentiments: the purest morality is here clothed in
diction powerfully impressive : —

“ A wise man will make haste to forgive, hecause he knows
the true value of time, and will not suffer it to pass away in un-
necessary pain.  He that willingly suffers the corrosions of in-
veterate hatred, and gives up his days and mights to the gloom
of mahce and perturbations of stratagem, cannot surely be sad
to consult his easc. Resentment is an union of sorrow with
malignity ; a combination of a passion which all endeavour tc
avoid, with a passion which all concur to detest.  'The man who
retires to meditate mischief, and to exasperate his own rage,
whose thoughts are employed only on mcans of ditress ana
contri of ruin; whose mind never pauses from the re-
membranfof his own sufferings, but to indulge some hope of
enjoying the calamities of another, may justly be numbered
among the most miserable of human bewngs, among those who
are guilty without reward, who bave neither the gladness of
prosperity nor the calm of innocence,

“ Whoever considers the weakness both of himself and others
will not long want persuasives to forgiveness. We know not
to what degree of malignity any injury is to be imputed; or
how much its gmilt, if we were to inspect the mind of him that
committed it, would be extenuated by mistake, precipitance, or
negligence; we caunot be certain how much more we feel than
was intended to be inflicted, or how much we increase the mis-
chicf to ourselves by voluntary aggravations. We may charge
to design the effects of accident; we may think the blow violent
only because we have made ourselves “delicate and tender; we
are on every side in danger of error and of guilt, which we are
certain to avoid only by speedy forgiveness,

« From this pacific and harmless temper, thus propitious to
others and ourselves, to domestic tranquillity and to social hap-
pincss, no man is withheld but by pride, by the fear cof being
insulted by his adversary, or despised by the world.

« ]t may be laid down as an unfaﬂmg and universal axiom,
that ¢ all pride is abject and mean.’ It is always an ignorant,
lazy, or cowardly acquiescence in a false appearance of cxcel-
lence, and proceeds not from consciousness of our attainmeats,
but insenaibility of our wants. s

a
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¥ Nothing can be great which is not right. Nothing which
reason condemns can be suitable to the diguity of the human
mind. To be driven by external motives from the path which
our own heart approves, to give way to any thing but conviction,
to suffer the opinion of others to rule our choice or overpower
our resolves, is to submit tamely to the lowest and most igno-
rinious slavery, and to resign the right of directing cur own
lives.

« The utmost excellence at which humanity can arrive, is a
constant and determinate pursuit of virtue without regard to
present dangers or advantage; a continual reference of every
action to the divine will ; an habitual appeal to everlasting jus-
tice; and an unvaried elevation of the intellectual eye to the
reward which perseverance only can obtain. But that pride
which many, who presume to boast of generous jiptiments,
allow to regulate their measures, has nothing nobler in view
than the approbation of men ; of beings whose superiority we are
under no obligation to acknowledge, and who, when we have
courted them with the utmost assiduity, can confer no valuable
or permanent reward ; of beings who ignorantly judge of what
they do not understand, or partially determine what they never
have examined ; and whose sentence is therefore of no weight,
till it has received the ratification of our own conscienée.

< He that can descend to bribe suffrageslike these at the price
of his innocence; he that can suffer the delight of such accla-
mations to withhold his attention from the commands of the
universal Sovercign, has little reason to congratulate himself
upon the greatness of his mind ; whenever he awakes to serious-
ness and reflection, he must become despicable in his own eyes,
and shrink with shame from the remembrance of his cowardice
and folly.

« Of him that hopes to be forgiven, it is indispensably re-
quired that he forgive. It is therefore superfluous to urge any
other motive. On this great duty eternity is suspended ; and
to him that refuses to practisc it the throne of mercy is inac-
cessible, and the Savioun of the world hss been born in

vain." (1)

(1) Rambpler, No. 183
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Admirebly, however, as these noble precepts are ek-
pressed, the specimen that we have next to quote will,
it is probable, be dcemed still superior both in diction
and imagery. The close is, indeed, one of the most
exquisite and sublime passages in the works of its elo-
quent author. Speaking of those who retire from the
world that ¢ they may employ more time in the duties
of religion ; that they may regulate their actions with
stricter vigilance, and purify their thoughts by more
frequent meditation,” he adds, —

¢ To men thus elevated above the mists of niortality, I am
far from presuming mysclf qualified to give direcuons. On
hun that gppears *to pass through things temporal,’ with no
other car € not to lose finally the things eternal,’ 1 look
with such veneration as inclines me 0 approve his conduct m
the whole, without a minute examination of its parts; yet I
could never forbear to wish, that while Vice is every day mul-
uplying seducements, and statking forth with more havdencd
eflrontery, Virtue would not withdraw the influence of her pre-
sence, or forbear to assert her natural digity by open and un-
daunted perseverance in the right. Piety practised in solitude,
Uke the flawer that blooms in the desert, may give s fragrance to
the winds of heuven, and delight those unbodied spirits that survey
the works of God and the actions of men; but it bestows no assisi-
ance upon earthly beings, and however free from tains of impurity,
Yot wanis the sacred splendour of beneficence, (1)

The publication of the “ Rambler” produced a very
rapid revolution in the tone of English composition:
an elevation and dignity, an harmony and energy, a
precision and force of style, previously unknown in the
history of our literature, speedily became objects of
duily emulation ; and the school of Johnson increased
with such celerity, that it soon embraced the greater
part of the rising literary characters of the day, and

/*V Adventurer, No, 126.
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wis consequently founded on such a basis as will not
aazily be shaken by succeeding modes,

588. Johnson sketched by Himself.

The character of Sober in the *“ Idler,” No. 31., was
intended by the author as a delineation of himsclf,
Johnson was constitutionally idle, nor was he roused to
any great effort, but by the imperious call of necessity :
his exertions, indeed, when sufficiently stimulated, were
gigantic, but they were infrequent and uncertain. He
was destined to complain of the miseries of idleness,
aml to mitigete his remorse by repeated but too often
ineffectual reselutions of industry. The portrait which
he has drawn is faithful and divested of flattery —a
1esult not common in autobiography :—

*¢ Sober is a man of strong desires and quick imagination,
so exactly balanced by the love of ease, that they can seldom
stimulate him to any difficult undertaking; they have, however,
sp much power, that they will not suffer him to lic quite at rest,
and though they do not make him sufficiently useful to others,
they make him at least weary of himself.

 Mr. Sober’s chief pleasure is conversation ; there is no end
of his talk or his attention; to speak or to hear is equally pleas-
mg; for he still fancies that he is teaching or learning some-
thing, and is free for the time from his own reproaches.

¢ But there is one time at night when he must go home, that
his friends may sleep ; and another time in the morning, when
all the world agrees to shut out interruption. These are the
moments of which poor Sober trembles at the thought. But
the misery of these tiresome intervals, he has many means of
allevisting. He has persuaded himself that the manual arts are
undeservedly overlooked; he has observed in many trades the
effocts of close thought, and just ratiocination. From speculs~
tion he proceeded to practice, and supplied himself with the
tools of a carpenter, with which he mended his voal-box very
successfully, and which he still continues to employ as he finds
occasion,

¢ He has attempted at other times the crafts of the shoemaker,
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tinman, plumber, and potter; in all these arts he bas failed, And
resolves to qualify himself for them by better information. But
his daily amusement is chemistry, He has a small furnace,
which he cuploys in distillation, and which has long been the
solace of hos lite,  TTe draws oils, and waters, and essences, and
spinits, which he knows to be of no use; sits and counts the
drops as they come from his retort; and forgets that whilst a
drop s failing, 2 moment flies away.

“ Poar Sober! 1 huve often teazed him with reproof, and he
has often promised reformation ; for no man is so much open
t) conviction as the idler, but there 15 none on whor it operates
so hrtle,  What will be the effeet of thi< paper T know not;
perhaps he will read 1. and laugh, and light the firc in his
furnace ; but myv hope 15, that he will quit his trifles, and betake
himself to rational and useful diligence.”

5809. Horror of Death.

One of the best written and maost impressive of the
essays of the ¢ Rambler” is No. 78., on the Power of
Novelty, in which he appears to have exerted the full
force of his genius. It is in this paper that the horror
of Death, which embittered so many of the hours of
Johnson, is depicted in more vivid colours, than in any
other part of his periodical writings : —

 Surely,” he remarks, ¢ nothing can so much disturb the
passions or perplex the intellects of man, as the disruption of
his union with visible nature; a separation from all that has
hitherto delighted or engaged him; a change not only of the
place, but the manner, of his being; an entrance into a state
not simply which he knows not, but which perhaps he has not
faculties to know ; an immediate and perceptible communication
with the Supreme Béing, and, what is above all distressful and
alarming, the final sentence, and unalterable allotment :” —

a passage which, in its sentiment and tendency, strongly
reminds us of the admirable description of Claudio in
the * Measure for Measure” of Shakspeare : —
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¢ # Ay, but to die, and go we know not where
To lie in cold obstruction, and to rot;
This sensible warm motion to become
A kneaded clod ; and the delighted spirit
To bathe in fiery floods, or to reside
In thriling regions of thick-ribbed ice;
To be imprison’d in the viewless winds,
And blown with restless violence round about
The pendent world ; or to be worse than worst
Of those, that lawless and incertain thoughts
Imagine howling ! —tis too horrible!
The weariest and most loathed worldly life,
That age, ache, penury, and imprisonment
Can lay on nature, is a paradise
To what we fear of death.”

Our author seems likewise to have remembered «
couplet in the * Aureng-Zebe” of Dryden : —

“ Death in itself is nothing ; but we fear
To be we know not what, we know not where.”

It is in this paper, also, that one of the few pathetic
paragraphs which are scattered through the pages of
Johnson may be found. Whether considered with re~
gerd to its diction or its tender appeal to the heart, it is
alike exquisite : —

¢ It is not poasible,” observes the moralist, ¢ to be regarded
with tenderpess except by a few. That merit which gives great-
ness and renown diffuses its influence to & wide compass, but
acts weakly on every single breast; it is placed at a distance
from common spectators, and shines like one of the remote
stars, of which the light reaches us, but not the heat. The wit,
the hero, the philosopher, whom their tempers or their fortunes
have hindered from intimate relations, die, without any other
effect than that of adding a new topic to the conversation of the
day, They impress none with any fresh conviction of the fra-
gility of our nature, because none had any particular intcrest in
their lives, or was united to them by a reciprocation of benefits
and endearments. Thus it often happens, that those who in
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their lives were applanded and admired, are laid at last insthe
ground without the common honour of a stone; because by
those excellencies with which many were delighted, none bad
been obliged, and though they had many to celebrate, they had
none to love them.”

500. Anningait and Ajut.

Never was the passion of love, or the assiduities of
affection, placed in a more entertaining or pleasing light,
than in the Greenland story of Anningait and Ajut (1) ;
which, owing to its wild and savage imagery, and the
felicity with which it is adapted to the circumstances of
the narrative, possesscs the attractions of no ordinary
share of originality. Mr. Campbell, in his truly sub-
lime poem on the Pleasures of Hope, has thus beautifully
alluded to this story : —

“ Oh! vainly wise, the moral Muse hath sung
"I'bat *suasive Hope bath but a syren tongue !
True; she may sport. with life’s untutor’d day,
Nor heed the solace of its last decay,

The guileless heart, her happy mansion spurn,
Awgi part like Ajut —never to return,”

591. Rasselas.

Many of the topics which are eagerly discussed in
the History of Rasselas are known to have greatdy
interested, and even agitated, the mind of Johnson. Of
these the most remarkable are, on the Efficacy of

mage, on the State of Departed Souls, on the
Probability of the Reappearance of the Dead, and on
the Danger of Insanity. The apprehension of mental
derangement seems to have haunted the mind of John-
son during the greater part of his life ; and he has
therefore very emphatically declared, that « of the un-
certainties in our present state, the most dreadful and

(1) Rambler, Nos. 186, 187,
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alarming is the uncertain continuance of reason.” (1)
1t is highly probable, that his fears and feelings on this
head gave rise to the character of the Mad Astronomer
in Rasselas, who declared to Imlac, that he had
possessed for five years the regulativn of the weather,
and the distribution of the seasans ; that the sun had
listened to his dictates, and passed from tropic to tropic
by his direction ; that the clouds at his call had poured
their waters, and the Nile had overflowed at his com-
rrard. This tremendous visitation he has ascribed
pritcipally to the indulgence of imagination in the
shades of solitude : —

*¢ Disorders of intellect,” he remarks, “happen much more
ofien than superficial observers will easily believe.  Yernaps,
if we speak with rigurous exactness, no human mind 1 .. M8
right state. "L'bere is no man whose 1magination docs not some-
times predormnate over his reason, who can regulate hus at-
tention wholly by his will, and whose ideas will come and go at
his command. No man will be found in whose mind airy
notions do not sometimes tvrannise, and force him to hope or
fear beyond the limits of sober probalnlity. Al power of fancy
over reason is a degree of insanity ; but while this pgwer is such
as we can control and repress, it 15 not visible to others, nor
considered as any depravation of the mental faculties: it 12 not
pronounced madness but wken 1t becomes unguvernable, and
apparently influences speech or action.

« To indulge the power of fiction, and send imagination out
upon the wing, is often the sport of those who delight too much
in silent speculation. When we are alone we are not always
busy; the labour of excogitation is too violent. to last long; the
ardour of inquiry will sometimes give way to idleness or satiety.
He who has nothing external that can divert him, must find
pleasure in his own thoughts, and must conceive himself what he
is not; for who is pleased with what he is?  ITe then expatiates
i boundless futurity, and culls from all imaginable conditions
that which for the present moment he should most desire,

(1) Rasselas, chap. 42.
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amuses his desires with impossible enjoyments, and conferg
upon his pride unattatnable dominion. The mind dauces from
scene to scene, uniles all pleasures in all combinations, and
riots in delights which nature and fortune, with all their bounty,
cannot hestow.

“ In tune, some particular train of ideas fixes the attention ;
all other intcllectual gratifications are rejected; the mind, in
weariness nr leisure, recurs constantly to the favourite con-
eeption, and feasts on the luscious falsehood, whenever she is
offended with the bitterness of truth. By degrees the reign of
fancy i« confired ; she goows fiest imperious, and in time de-
spotie. ‘Then ficuons begin to operate as realities, false opinions
fasten upor the tand, aud life passes in dreams of rapture or
of angurh

s Phis, Str, « one of the uangers of solitude.” (1)

in t}?c paragraphs which we have just quoted, there
is much reason to suppose, that Johnson was describing
what he had himself repeatedly experienced ; and to
this circumstance Sir John Hawkins has attributed his
uncommon attachmeni to sociery.

592. Preface to Shukspeare

This Preface is perhaps the most cloquent and acute
piece of dramatie criticism of which our language can
boast. The charactensiic exeellencies of Shakspeare,
his beauties and defects, are delineated with powers of
discrimination not casily paralleled ; and though the
pancgyric on his genius be high and uncommonly
splendid, his faults are laid open with an impartial and
unsparing hand. To the prose encomia of Dryden and
Addison on our unrivalled bard may be added, as
worthy of juxtaposition, the following admirable para-
graph ; the conclusion of which is alike vxcellent for its
imagery and sublimity : —

(1) Rasselas, chap 43
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« As the personages of Shakspeare act upon principles arising
from genuine passion, very little modified by particular forms,
their pleasures and vexations are communicable to all times and
to all places; they are natural, and therefore durable; the ad-
ventitious peculiaritics of personal habits are only superficial
dyes, bright and pleasing for a httle while, yet soon fading to a
dim tinct, without any remains of former lustre; and the dis
crimination of true passion are the colours of nature; they per
vade the whole mass, and can only perish with the body that
exhibits them. The accidental compositions of heterogencous
modes are dissolved by the chance that combined them ; but the
uniform simphicity of primitive qualities neither admits incicase
nor suffers decay. ‘The sand heaped by one flood is =cattered
by another, but the rock always continues in us place. The
stream of time, which is continually washing the dissoluble fabrics
of other poetls, passes without injury by the adamant@pf Shak-
speare,”

508, ¢ Lives of the Poets.”

The effect of the critical bingraphy of Johnson on the
literary world, and on the public at large, has been very
considerable, and, in many respects, buneficial. It has
excited a laudable attention to preserve the memory of
those, who have, by intellectual exertions, contributed
to our instruction and amusement; whereas, previous
to the appearance of our author's ¢ Lives,” biography,
with few exceptions, had been confined to military and
political characters : it has given rise, also, to much dis-
cussion and research into the merits and defects of our
national poets; and the edition to which it was an.
nexed, has led the way to several subsequent collection
on an inproved and more extended scale.

504. Johnson's ¢ Letters.”

The Letters of Johnson place him before us stripped
of all disguise ; they teach us to Jove as well as to admire
the man and are frequently written with 3 pathos and
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an ardour of affection, which impress us with a much
more amiable idea of the writer, than can be drawn
from any portion of his more elaborated works.

505. Johnson's Sermona.

The Sermons of Johnson, twenty-five in number,
were part of the stock which his friend Dr. Taylor car-
ried with him to the pulpit. As cumpositions, they
are little inferior to any of his best works ; and they
inenleate, without enthusiasm or dogmatism, the purest
precepts and doctrines of religion and morality.

596. “ Prayers and Meditations.”

It is in the Prayers and Meditations of Johnson
that we become acquainted with the inward heart of the
man, He had left them for publication, under the idea
that they were calculated to do good ; and depraved,
indced, must be that individual who rises unbenefited
from their perusal. The contrast between the language
of this little volume, and the style of the Rambler,
is striking in the extreme, and a strong proof of the
judgment, the humility, and the piety of the author.
With a deep sense of human frailty and individual
error, he addresses the throne of mercy in a strain re-
marhable for its simplicity and plainness ; but which,
though totally stripped of the decorations of art, pos-
sesscs a native dignity, approaching to that which we
receive from our most excellent liturgy
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Parr XXXIIL

ANECDOTES, OPINIONS, AND REMARKS.
BY VARIOUS PERSONS.

507. Osborne knocked down with a Folio. (1)
Tom OspornE, the bookseller, was one of ¢ that mer-
cantile rugged race to which the delicacy of the poet is
‘sometimes expused” () ; as the following anccdote
will more fully evince. Mr. Johnson being engaged by
hita to translate a work of some consequence, he thought
it a respect which he owed his own talents, as well as
the credit of his employer, to be as circumspect in the
performance of it as possible. In consequence of which,
the work went on, according to Osborne’s ideas, rather
slowly : in consequence, he frequently spoke to Johnson
of this circumstance ; and, being 2 man of a coarse mind,
sometimes by his expressions made him feel the situation
of dependence. Johnson, however, seemed to take no
notice of him, but went on according to the plan which
be had prescribed tu himself. Osborne, irritated by what
he thought an unnecessary delay, went onc day into the
room where Johnson was sitting, and abused him in the
most illiberal manner : amongst other things, he told
Johnson, “he had been much mistaken in his man ;
that he was recommended to him as a good scholar, and

ﬁi)[Nos. 596—601. arc from the  Life of Samuel Johnsen,
L ." gvo., published by G. Kearsley, in 1785.  For Bos-
well's]favounhle notice of this little work see anié, Vol. V111,
p. 44

(2) Johneon's Life of Drvden,
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a ready hand : but he dounbted both ; for that Tom
such-a-one would have turmed out the work much
sooner ; and that being the case, the probability was,
that by this here time the first edition would have
moved off.” Johnson heard him for some time un-
moved ; but, at last, losing all patience, he seized &
huge folio, which he was at that time consulting, and,
aiming a blow at the bookseller's head, succeeded so
forcibly, as to send him sprawling to the fleor. Osborne
alarmed the family with his cries ; but Johnson, clap-
ping his foot on his breast, would not let him stir till
he had exposed him in that situation ; and then left
him, with this triumphant expression:  Lie there,
thou son of dulness, ignorance, and obscurity ! (*)

508. Savage.

Johnson was not unacquainted with Savage’s frail-
ties ; but, as he, a short time before his death, said to &
friend, on this subject, * he knew his heart, and that
was never intentionally abandoned ; for, though he ge-
nerally mistook the love for the practice of virtue, he
was at all times & true and sincere believer.”

500. Trotter's Portrait of Johnson.

The head at the front of this bonk is esteemed a good
likeness of Johnson ; indeed, so much so, that when
the Doctor saw the drawing, he exclaimed, * Well,
thou art an ugly fellow ; but still, I believe thou art
like the original.” The Doctor sat for this picture to
Mr. Trouter, in February, 1782, at the request of Mr.
Kearsley, who had just furnished him with a list of all

" (1) {« The identical book with which. Johnson knocked

* down Osborne ( Biblia Graca ¥ fol. 1594. Frank-
fort ; the note written by the Rev,——w Mills) I saw in February,
1812, at Cambridge, in the possession of J. Thorpe, bookseller ;
whose catalogue, since published, gontains particulars suthen-
ticating this assertion.” — Nickols : Lit., dnecy viii. p. 446.

VoL X, B
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hi% works ; for he confessed he had forgot more thag
half what he had written. His face, however, was ca-
pable of great expression, both in respect to intelligence
and mildness ; as all those can witness whe have seen
him in the flow of conversation, or under the influence
of grateful feelings.

1 600. Haowkesworth's « Ode on Life."

' Sometime previous to- Hawkesworth’s publication of
his beautiful < Ode on Life,” he carried it down with
him to a friend's house in the country to retouch.
Johnson was of this party ; and, as Hawkesworth and
the Doctor lived upon the most intimate terms, the
former read it to‘him for bis opinion. W hy Sir,”
says Johnson, I can’t well determine on a first hear-
ing ; read it again, second thoughts are best.” Hawkes-
worth did so ; sfter which Johnson read it himself, and
approved of it very highly. Next morning at break-
fast, the subject of the poem being renewed, Johnson,
after again expressing his approbation of it, said he had
but one objection to make to it, which was, that he
doubted its originality, Hawkesworth, alarmed at this,
challenged him to the proof, when the Doctor repeated
the whole of the poem, with dnly the omissicn of a few
lines. “What do you say to that, Hawkey ?” said the
Doctor. “ Only this,” replied the other, Y that T shall
never repeat any thing I write before .you' again ; for
you ‘have a memory that would convict any author of
plagiarism in any court of literature in the world.” I
have now the poem before me, and 1 find it containg no
less than sixty-eight lines.

~6o1. Projected Dictionary of Commerce. .

gner the publication of the English D:cmw"y
J“ m«de a propogal to a number of bookselles,
mivleilﬁ for' that .purpase, of writing ‘&, Dictionary of
Tradé anid Commerce.. This proposal ‘weit mpnd the
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room withsut any answer, when a well-known son of
the trade, remarkable for the abruptness of his manners,
replied, “ Why, Doctor, what the devil do you know
of trade and commerce ?” The Doctor very modestly
answered, “ Why, Sir, not much, 1 must confess, in
the practical line ; but I believe I could glean, from
different anthors of authority on the subject, such ma-
terials as would answer the purpose very well.”

602. Johnson's powerful Memory,

It is not the readiness with which Jobnson applied
to different authors, that proves so much the greatness of
his memory, as the extent to which he could carry his
recollection upon occasions, I remcmber one day, in a
conversation upon the miseries of old age, a gentleman

“in company observed, he always thought Juvenal's de-
scription of them to be rather too highly coloured.
Upon which the Doctor replied, ¢ No, Sir, 1 believe
not; they may not all belong to an individual, but they
are collectively true of old age” 'Then volling about
his head, as if snuffing up his recollection, he suddenly
broke out —

« Il humero, hic lumbis,” &c.
down to
« Et nigrd veste senescant.”

‘ 603, Emigration from Scotland. .
. The emigration of the Scofch to London being a
conversation between the Doctor and Foote, the latter
said he believed the number of Scotch in London were
as great in the former as the present reign. “No,
Sir!” said the Doctor, ““you are certainly wrong in
your belief: but I see how you're deceived ; you can’t
" distinguish them now as formédy, for the fellows all
come he#¥ Mgeched of late years :

»”
8,
n 2
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604, Mr. Thrale. .
¢ Pray, Doctor,” said a gentleman to him, “is Mr.
Thrale a man of conversation, or is he only wise and
silent?” « Why, Sir, his conversation does not show
the minute hand ; but he strikes the hour very cor-
mdy.lD

605. Scotch Gooseberries.

On Johnson's retwrn from Scotland, a particulir
friend of s was saying, that now he had bad a view
of the oountry, he was in hopes it would cure him of
many prejudices against that nation, particularly in re-
speet to the fruits. “Why, yes, Sir,” said the Doctor ;
1 have found out that gooseberries will grow there
against a south wall ; but the skins are so tough, that
it is death to the man who swallows ope of them.”

606. Hunting.
Being asked his opimon of bunting, be said, * It was
the labour of the savages of North America, but the
amusement of the gentlemen of England.”

607. Mrs. Thralds Marriage with Pioges.
When Johnson was told of Mrs, Thrale's wmarriage
with Piozzi, the Italian singer, he was dumb with sur.
prise for some moments ; at last, recovering himself, he
exclaimed with great emotion, ° Varium gt muisbile
semper feemina 1™ .

608. Johnson'’s Dying Advice.

Johnson was, in every sense of the wotd, a true and
sinoere believer of the Christian religion. Nor did he
content himself with a silent belief of those great mys-
teries by which oursalvation is pri y efftcted, but by
s pious and punctual dischiarge of all its duties and cere-
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monies. His last advice to his friends was upon this suh-
ject, and, like a second Rocrates, though under sentence
of death from his inflrmities, their eternal welfare was
his principal theme. To some he enjoined it with tears
in his eyes, reminding them, * it was the dying request
of a friend, who bad no other way of paying the large
obligations he owed them but by this advice.” Others
he pressed with arguments, setting before them, from
the example of all religions, that sacrifices for sins were
practised in all ages, and hence enforcing the belief of
the Son of God sacrificing himeelf “ to be & propitiation,
not only for our sius, but also for the sins of the whod
world.”

609. Joknson's Colloquial Eloguence. (1)

Johnson spoke as he wrote. He would take up a
topic, and utter upon it a number of the * Rambler.”
On a question, one day, at Miss Porter’s, concerning the
authority of a newspaper for some fact, he related, that
s lady of his acquaintance implicitly believed every
thing she read in the papers; and that, by way of
curing her credulity, he fabricated a story of a battle
between the Russians and Turks, then at war; ana
¢ that it might,” he said, ¢ bear internal evidence of
its fatility, 1 laid the scene in an island at the conflux
of the Boristhenes and the Danube ; rivers which run
at the distance of a hundred leagues from each other.
The ady, however, believed the story, and never for-
gave the deception; the econsequence of which was,
that I lost an agreeable companion, and she was de-
prived of an inmocent amnsement.” And be added, as
an extraordinary circumstance, that the Ruseian am-
bassador sent in great haste to the priuter to know from

(1 [Cow;:nluud:? Dr. mﬁe Amnder<on b gir Brook:
* W, ientiv [)
ll«u?m; freq ]enjayu company hnson

and A
us
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whence he had received the intelligence, Another time,
at Dr, Taylor's, a8 few deys after the death of the wife
of the Rev, Mr. Kcunedy, of Bradley, a woman of ex~
traordinary sense, he described the eccentricities of the
man and the woman, with & nicety of discrimination,
and a force of langusge, equal to the best of his
periodical essays.

610. Adssertion and Argument.(1)

In Boswell's Life of Johnson (2) mention is made of
an observation of his respecting the manner in which
argument ought to be, rated. As Mr. Boswell has not
recorded this with his usual precision, and as I was
present at Mr. Hoole's at the time mentioned by Mr.
Boswell, I shall here insert what passed, of which
I have a perfeet recollection. Mention having been
made that counsel were to be heard at the bar of the
House of Commons, one of the corapany at Mr. Hoole’s
asked Sir James Johnston if he intended to be prescnt.
He answered, that he believed he should not, because
he paid little regard to the arguments of couneel at the
bar of the House of Commons. *Wherefore do you pay
little regard to their arguments, Sir?” said Dr. John.
son. “* Because,” replied Sir James, ¢ they argue for
their fee.” ¢ What is it to you, Sir,” rejoined Dr.
Johneon, “ what they argue for ? you have nothing to
do with their motive, but you ought to weigh their
argument, Sir, you seem to confound argnment with
assertion, but there is an essential distinction between
them. Assertion is like an arrow shot from a long
bow ; the force with which it strikes depends on the
strength of the arm that draws it. But srgument
like an arvow from 2 cross-bow, which has equal for’x

whether shot by a boy or » giant.”

() Ehwm Dr. Jolm Moore's Life of Stollett.]
(8) [Soe anc2, Vol VIIL. p.381.]

‘
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The whole company was struck with the aptness aad
b:auty of this illustration ;. and one of them said, ¢ That
is, indeed, one of the most just and admirable illustra~
tions that 1 ever heard in my life.” ¢ 8ir,” said Dr,
Johnson, ¢ the illustration is none of- mine — you will
find it in Bacon,”

611. Uttoxeter. — Expiatory Penance. (')

. During "the last visit whigh the Doctor made to
Lichfield, the friends with whom he was staying missed
him one morning at the breakfast-table. On inquiring
after him of the servants, they understood he had set
off from Lichfield at a very early hour, without men-
to any of the family whither he was going,
‘day " passed without the return of the illustrious
t, and the party began to be very uneasy on his
Jpteount, when, just before the supper-hour, the door
~opened, and the Doctor stelked into the room. A
solemn silenee of a few minutes ensued, nobody daring
to inquire the cause of his absence, whu:h was at length
relieved by Johnson addressing the lady of the house in
the following manner: © Madam, I beg your pardon
for the cbruptneu of my departure from your house
this morning, but I was constrained to it by my cen~
science. Fifty years ago, Madam, on this day, I com-
nitéed s breach of filial piety, which has ever since lain
heavy om my mind, and-has not till thie day been
. My father, you recollect, was a hookseller,

and had long been' in the habit of nwndmg Uttoxeter
market, snd opening a stall for the sale of his books
durlugﬁmdﬁy Confined to hix bed by indisposition
he requested me, this time fifty years ago, to visit the
murkut, and attend the stall in his place, But, Madam,

‘ 4 Taur throtigh the N Countl
_ m[m»wmm""" i 180, e amch, Vol VI
™I R . .

l“:
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mYy pride prevented me from doing my duty, and 1
guve my father a refusal. To do away the sin of this
disobedience, I this day went in a postchaise to Ut
toxeter, and going into the warket at the time of high
business, uncovered my head, and stood with it bare an
hour before the stall which my father had formerly
used, exposed to the sneers of the standers-by and the
inclemency of the weather ; a penance by which I trust
1 have propitiated heaven for thia only instance, I
believe, of contuimacy tdward my father.”

612. Noliekens's Bust of Johnson. (1)

When Dr. Johnson sst to Mr. Nollekens for his
bust, he was very much displeased at the mabner in
which the head had been loaded with hair ; which the
sculptor insisted upon, as it made him look more like
an ancient poet. The sittings were not very favour-
able, which rather vexed the artist, who, upon opening
the street door, a valgarity he was addicted to, peevishly
whined, “ Now, Doctor, you did say you would give
my bust half an hour before dinner, and the dinner has
been waiting this long time.” To which the Doctor's
reply was,  Bow, wow, wow.” The bust is & wonder-
fully fine one, md very like ; but certainly the sort of
hair is objectionable ; having heen modelled from the
flowing locks of a sturdy Irish beggar, originally
street pavier, who, after he had sat an hour, refused to
teke o shilling ; stating, that he could have made more

by beggiog.

618. Johnson and Mrs. Thrale in Nollekens's Studio.

Mrs. Thrale one morning entéred Nollekens'’s studis,
accompanied by Dr. Johnson, to see the bust of Lord

i ek by Job Tharan Bk, Keepar of ho Fovs snd =

lnglln British Museum.” 8vo, 1628.]
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Mansfield, when the sculptor voviferated, ¢ I like yolr
picture by Sir Joshua very much. He tells me it s for
Thrale, a3 brewer over the water: his wife’s & sharp
woman, one of the blue-stocking people.” * Nolly,
Nolly,” observed the Doctor, “ 1 wish your maid would
stop your foolish mouth with s blue-bag.” . At which
Mrs. Thrale amiled, and whispered to tln Doctor,
“ My dear Sir, you'll get noﬂuug by bln.nung your
srrows upon a block.”

614. Johnson's Silver Tea-pot.

1 was one morning agreeably surprised by & letter which
Mrs. Maria Cosway put into my hand, written by W.
Hoper, Esq., giving .re permission to mnke & drawing
of Dr. Johnson's silver tez-pot in his possession. Upon
the side of this tea-pot the following inscription is en-
graven: “ We are told by Lucian, that the earthen
lamp, which had admiuistered to the lucubrations of

" Epictetus, was at his death purchased for the enormous
sutn of three thousand drachmas: why, then, may not
imagination equally amplify the value of this unadorned
vessel, long employed for the infusion of that favourite
herb, whose enlivening virtues are said to have so0 often
protracted the elegant and’ edifying lucubrations “of
Samnuel Johnson ; -the zealous advocate of that innocent
beverage; against its declared enemy, Jonas Hapway?
It was weighed eut for sale, ‘under the inspection of
Sir John Huwkins, at the very minute when they
were in the next room closing the incision through which
Mr. Cruickshank had explored the ruined machinery of
jts-desd master’s thorax. ‘So Bray (the silversmith,
Mg:d dwr; ;n‘hsr:;e.;obns wrhge thus hugly to

) i its present ‘possessor,

‘Wﬂ:%wdl, hyvrhmgams,far fts eehbnwd
sarvices, OB the. 1st of November, 1788, mened from
the indigarigiinating obliserations of the furnace.”
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- ¢ . B15. Johnson's Watch, and Punch-bowl, '

- 'The ensuing is an answer to one of my interrogatory
epistles. It is from my frierd, the Rev. Hugh Pailye,
canon of Lichfield :— I certainly am in possession
of Dr. Johnson’s watch, which I purchased from his
hlack servant, Francis Barber. His punch-bowl is like-
wise in my possession, and was purchased by the Rev.
Thomas Harwood, the histerian of Lichfield. It was
bought at Mrs. Harwood's sale, by John Barker Scott
Esq., who afterwards presented it to me.”

616. Dialogue at Dilly's, between Mrs. Knowles and
Dr, Johnson.(!)

Mnrs. K. Thy friend, Jenny Harry, desires her kind
respects to thee, Doctor.

Dr.J. Tome! Tell me not of her! Ihstethe
odious wench for her apostacy : and it is you, Madam,
who have seduced her from the Christian religion,

Mas. K.Thisil:heavycharge indeed. I must
beg leave to be heard in my own defence: and I entrest
the attention of the present learned and candid company,
desiving they will judge how far I am able o clear

myself of so cruel an accusation. .

- Dr. J. (much disturbed at this unezpected ddullenya)

anid, You are 2 woman, and I give you q

.- Mazs. K. I will not take quarter. . ‘There is ™ sex
in souls ; and, in the present cause, Ifurmevénbr.
Johnson himself. — (*“ Bravo!” sae repntod by the

pmpuy, and silence ensued.) o
See Vol. V11, nd 44. and of
{ ﬁ narrative op lliq‘f;'ell,“l M r g:r
vaﬁ i-:o‘::is:’u):nl&,: styled dre ; 'gia!ngue
and the rx in hexpwn fnanrer, -

in Mm M‘S vol b, p. m" u?n %Mﬁmﬂu

ot.tht
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Dr. J. Well then, Madam, I persist in my charge,
that you have seduced Miss Harry fromd the Christian

Mus, K. If thou really knewest what were the prin-
ciples of the Friends, thou wouldst not say she had
departed from Christianity. But, waving that discus-
sion for the present, 1 will take the liberty to observe,
that she had an undoubted right to examine and to
change her educational tenets, whenever she supposed
she had found them erroneous: as an accountable crea-
ture, it was her duty so to do.

Dr. J. Pshaw! pshaw ! — An sccountsble creature !
— Girls accountable creatures ! 1t was her duty to re-
main with the church wherein she was educated ; she
had no business to leave it. ,

Mrs. K. What! not for that which she apprehended-
to be befter? According to this rule, Doctor, hadst
thou been born in Turkey, it had been thy duty to have -
remained » Mahometan, notwnthsundmg Christian evi-
dence might have wrought in thy mind the clearest
vonviction ! abd, if so, then let me ask, how would thy
conscience have answered for such obstinacy at the great
and last tribunal ? .

Da. J. My conscience would not have been answer-
able '

Mgs. K. Whose, then, would ? )

“ 'Dr. J. Why the state, to be sure. In adhering to
thenﬁgimofﬁemteu by law established, our im-~
obedience therein becomes our duty.

Mgs. K. A nation, or state, having a consmence, is
a-doetrine entirely new to me, and, indeed, a very curious
plece of intelligence ; iorlh.venlinysuhdermodmat

& government, or state, §s'a ‘creature of time only ; be-
youd which it dissolves,. and .becomes. bo; mnt:g:

gwtkm ‘oan your iiagination: body
individpal, or ‘being, called a state, composed
otmxlhomofpaopw Ommbehold xnzdkmgforﬂ»
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intd. the next world, loaded with its mighty consclence,
there to be rewarded or punished, for the faith, opinions,
and comduct, of its constituent maohines called men ?
Surely the teeming brain ‘of Poetry never held up to
the fancy so wondrons a personage! (When the lough
ocoasioned by the personification maubddad, the Doctor
very angrily replieds)

Dsz. J. I regard not what you ny a8 to that matter.
I hate the arrogance of the wench, in sapposing herself
a more competent judge of religion than those who
cducated her. She imitated you, no doubt; but she
ought not to have presumed to determine for herself in
so0 important an affair.

Mnrs. K. True, Doctor, I grant it, if, a¢ thon seemest
to imply, a wench of twenty years be not a moral
agent.

Dr. J. 1 doubt it would be difficult to ptoVe those
deserve that character who turn Quakers.

Mns, K. This severe retort, Doctor, induces me
charitably to hope thou must be totally uhacquainted
with the principles of the people against whom thon
art so exceedingly prejudiced, and that thou mppoae:t
us a set of infidels or deists.

Dn. J. Certainly, I do think yonhttlebemr thtn
deim. : :

Mas. K. This is indeed strange ; ﬁ-pamnglﬂihge
that & man of such universal reading and research, has
not thought it at least expedient to look into the cause
of dissent of uodety so long emuhbed.mdm con-

D&J’Notl indeed! 1 have not resd yonr Bar-
t:hyt A.r:logy snd for this plain resson -1 mever
worth my while. You: are upstart sectaries,
gerhqkﬂh beit subdued by a silent contempt.. * ‘
Mua. K. This reminds me of the language of the
‘u%ﬁ!nﬂdﬂ when' their hierarehy wai slarined by the '
ncreasing influence, force, and 'smpuoity of . dawning
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3
truth, in their High day of worldly dominion, We
meekly trust, our principles gtand on the same solid
foundation of simple truth ; and we invite the acutest
investigation. The reason thou givest for not having
read Barclay’s Apology, is surely & very improper one
for a nian whom the world looks up to as a ‘moral philo-
sopher of the first rank; a teacher, from whom they
think they have a right to expect much information.
‘I'o this expecting, inquiring world, how can Dr. John.
son acquit himself, for remaining unacquainted with a
book translated into five or six different languages, and
which has been admitted into the libraries of almost
every court and university in Christendom ! — (Here
the Doctor grew very angry, stil more so at the spuce of
time the gentlemen allowed his antagonist wherein to
- make har defence ; and his impatience excited Mr. Bos.
well hignself in a whisper to say, “ 1 never saw this
mighty lion so chafed before!"”) ‘

The Dactor agin repeated, that he did not think the
Quakers deserved, the name of Christians.

Mpzs. K. Give me leave, then, to endeavour to convince
thee. of thy error, which I will do by making before
thee, and this respectable company, a confcision of our
faith, Creeds, or confessions of faith, are admitted by
all to be the standard whereby we judge of every denoe
mination of professors. — (7o this, every one present
agreed ;, and even the Doctor grumbled out his assent.)
. .. Mns. K.. Well, then, 1 take npon me to declare, that
the people called Quakers do verily believe in the. Holy
Scriptures, and rejoice with the most full and reverential
acceptance of the diving history of facts as zecorded
in the New Testament. That we, consequently, fully
belicve those historical articles summed up in what is
called the Apostle’sOreed, with these two exceptions only,
to wit, gur Saviour's descent into hell, and the resurrec-
tion of the body. These mysteries we humbly leave just
as they stand in’ the Boly text ; there being, from that
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grmd,noanthovityfw such assertion as ‘s drawn up
in the Creed, And now, Doctor, canst thou still deny
. to us the honourable title of Christians >

. Da. J. Well! 1 must own I.did not at all sup.
po'e you had so much to say for yourselves. However,
I cannot forgive that litde slut, for pxemming to take
upon herself as she has done.

Mzs. K. I bope, Doctor, thou wilt not venwn unfor.

, giving 5 and that you will yenew your friendship, and
Jjoyfully meet at last in those bright regions where pride
- and prejudice can never enter!

Dn. J. Meet her! I never desire to meet fools any
where, — (This sarcastic turn of wit was so0 pleasantly
received, that the Dactor joined in the laugh : his xpleen
was dissipated ; he took his coffee, and became, far the
remainder of the evening, very cheerful and enter-

taining.)

617. Rebuke to a talkative Lady. (‘)

" He was one day in conversation with a very talkative
lady, of whom he appeared to take very little notice.
. Why, Doctor, I believe you prefer the company of
men to that of the ladies,” < Madam,” repliet he
“1 am very fond of the company of ladies; I like.
their beauty, I like theif delicacy, I like their vxvmty,
and I like their silence.

618 Building wu‘[um! ] Soqfakl
+ Johnson was much pleased witlt a French expression
. made use of by & lady towards a person -whose head
was eonfused with a multitode of knowledge, at which-'
“he bad riot arrived in a xep;uhr and. principled way -
*Jha' m sans écka}hud v < hie his walt mﬂ:mhu

15 [Ané ctes 617. 0 035 commuriicated by
f j wgawﬁhm.“ to is0ac llaced,gl?:q?,'
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619. Love of Literature.

Dr. Johnson was of opinion that the appiest, as well
a8 the most virtuous, persons were to be found amongst
those who united with & business or profession a Jove
of literature. : 2

620. Merriage — Choice of a Wife.

He was constantly earnest with his friends, when
they had thoughts of megriage, to look out for a re-
ligious wife. ** A principle of honour or fear of the
world,” added he, < will many times keep a man in
decent order ; but when & woman loses her religion, she,
in’ general, loses the only tie that will restrain her ac-
tions: Plautns, in his Amphytrio, makes Alcmena say
Geautifully to her husband, —

* « Nan ego illam muhi dotem duco esse,gjuz dos dicitur,
Sed pudicitiam, et.pudorem, et sedatum cupidinem,’
Defm metum; parentim amorum, et cognatim concordiam ;
Tibi morigers, atque ut munifica sim bonis, prosim probis.”

© 621, * Tired of London.” , i

‘He was once told that a friend of his, who had long

‘lived in the metropolis, was about to quit it, to retire

into the country, as heing tired of London: * Say
rather, 8ir,” said Johnson, ¢ that he is tired of life.”

. 622, Grammar; ﬁ"iﬁng, mmm

Dr. Johuwou was extremely adverse to the: present
foppish mode of educating children, 5o as to make them
what foolish mothers call ** elegant young men.” 'He
said to some lady who stked him whatshe should teach
her son in early life, ** Madam, to read, to write, to*
connt ; grammar, writing, and arithwetic ; three things
whichi, if not taught in yery eatly life; are seldom or évef
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taught to any purpose, and without the knowledge of
wuich no saperstructure of learning or of kmowledge
can be built,”

628, Hartlsy on Men.

Dr. Johnson one day observing a friend of his pack+
ing up the two volumes of ¢ Observations on Man,”
written by this great and good man, to take into the
country, saitl, ¢ 8ir, you do right to take Dr. Hartley
with you.” Dr. Priestley eaid of him,  that he had
learned more from Hartley, than from any book he had
ever read, exoept the Bible.”

624. Love of Change.
The Doctor used to say that he once knew a man of
vagabond a disposition, that he even wished, for the
of change of place, to go to the West Indies. He
off on this expdition, and the Doctor saw hum in
four months afterwarde. Upon asking um, why
he had not put his plan in execution, he replied, I
heve returned these ten days from the West Indies,
The eight of slavery was so horrid to me, that 1 eould
only stay two days in one of the islands.”” This maes,
who had once been a man of literature, and 2 private
tutor to some yourg men of consequence, becsme 50 ex-
tremely tarpid and careless in point of further inform-
ation, that the Doctor, when he called upon him one
day, and esked him to lend hum a book, was told by

him, that be had not one in the house.

625. Secreoy.

An ancient had long age said, * All secrecy is an
evil” Johnson, in his strong manner, said, * Nothing
ends more fatally than mysteriousness in trifles: in-
deed, it commonly ends in guilt; for those who begin
by conceglment of innocent things will soon have same-
thing o hide which they dare not bring to light.”

REE

3
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626. Rochefoucaudt. ;

Johnson used to say of the Dac de Rochefoucault,

that he was one of the few gentlemen writers, of whom
authors by profession had occasion to be afraid, |

627. Investment of Money.

A friend of Johnson, an indolent man, mcoeedmg to
a moderate sum of money on the death of his father,
asked the Doetor bow Le should lay it out. * Ha&}f on
mortgage,” said he, “ and half in ‘the funds: you,
have then,” continued he, “ the two best securities for
it that your country can afford. Take cate, however.
of the character of the person to whom you lend it on
mortgage ; sce that he is 2 man of exactuess and regu-
larity, and lives within his incomg. The money in the
funds you are sure of at every emergency ; it is alwayﬂ
at hand, and may be resorted to ou every occasion,”

628. Book and Author.

The opinion which Johnson one day expressed to
Miss Cotterell, that ¢ the best part of every author i
generally to be found in his book,” he has thus dilated,
and illustrated by one of the most appropriste similes
in the Enylish language: — “ A transiion from an
author’s’ book to his conversation is too often like an
entrance into a large city after a distant prospect: re-
motely, we see nothing but spires of temples, and tur-
rets of palaces, and imagine it the residence of splendour,
grandeur, and magnificence ; but when wé have passed
the gates we find it perplexed with narrow passages,
disgraced with despicable cottages, embarrassed: with
obstructions, und clouded with smoi;e. .

. 629. The FEucharist.

The learned and excellent Charles Cele having once
mentioned to him a book lately published on the Sa-
crameut, he replied “ Sir, l look upon. the sacrament

- YOL. Xu .
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A
as the palladium of our religion: I hope that no pro-
fane hands will venture to touch it.”

630. ¢ Life of Lord Lyttelton.” — Mz, Pepys, (1)

1 have within these few days reccived the following
paragraph in a letter from a friend of mine in Ireland:
— ¢ Johnson’s Characters of same Poets breathe suci
inconsistency, such absurdity, and such want of taste
and feeling, tha! it is the opinion of the Count of Nur.
bonne (#), Sir N. Barry, and myself, that Mrs. Mou-
tagn should expose Juni in a short publication. M
deserves it almost as wuch as Voltaire — if not, Zyrer/-
toni gratid, do it yoursclf.” I met him some time ago
at Streatham (%), and such a de did we pass in (hise
putation upon the lifcwof our dear friend Lord Lyttelton.
as 1 trust it will never be my fate to pass agun ! The
moment the cloth was removed he chal'enged me to
come odt (as he called it), and say what [ had to ohjcct
to his Life of Lord Lyttelton. This, yon sev, wasa
call which, however, diszgrecable to my=dt i the
rest of the compeany, 1 could not but obey, and so to it
we went for three or four homrs without ceasing,  He
once observed, that it was the duty of a biographer w
state all the fwilings of u respectable character. I never

(1) From a Letter from Mr. Pepys to Mrs, Montagu, in the
Mon MSS., dated August 4. 1781, It shows how very
violently, and on what slight grounds, the friends of Lord
Lyttelton resisted Johnson's treatment of bun.  Now that per-
sonal feelings have subsided, the readers of the Life will wonder
at Mr. Pepe_x‘n extravagant indignation; ard we have already
seen (ane, Vol, VI1. p. 834, and Vol. VIII. p. 28,), that John
son eared go little about the matter, that he was witling that the
Lifieshould have been written for him, by one of Lord Lyteclton’s

" {8 Robert Jepbson, Exq., author of « Braganta,” and (tv

Aoy dc‘Narbonse."—-&eJ%&, Vol {llil p:’m, where there
seéms reason to belicve thy nson and Mr. Jephsan were no
great friends, Fle died in 1803, — C, )

(8) {See ans?, Vol. IX. p. 49.)
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louged to do any thing so much as to assume his o

principle, and go iuto a detai! which 1 could suppose
his bivgrapher might, in some future time, think neces-
sary ; but | contented myself with generals. He took
gxeat eredit for not having mentioned the coarseness of
Lawd Lyttellow’s sianners. 1 told him, that if be
would iuvsert that (1) in the next edition, I would ex-
cise him all the rest.  'We shook hands, however, at
paring ; which put me much in mind of the parting be-
twivd Jagques and Orlando — © God be with you ; let
us inwt sc seldom as we can' Fare you well ; I hope
we <hadl be hetter strangers !’ (<) We have not met
agaiv LI last Tuesday. and then T must do him the
Jjustice w say, that he did all in his power to show me
that he was sy ‘or the former attack. But what
hurts e all this while is, not that Johnson should go
unpunished, but thit our dear and respectable friend
should go down o posterity with that artfal and studied
conrempt thrown upon his character which he so little
deserved, and that a man who (notwithstanding the
Lttte foibles he might have) was m iny opinion one of
the mest ox “ted patterns of virtee, liberality, and be-
nevolence, not to wentien the high rank whicl he held
in literature, should be handed down to succeeding
wenerations  undi ¢ the appellution of poor Lyttellon !
This, [ must own. vexes and disquicts me whenever I

(1) On the principle =
“ Quin tulerit Gracches de seditione querentes” —

Pepys thought, justly enough, that a churge of coarsensss of
monucrs mude by Johnson against Lord Lyttelton wouid beso
ridiculous us to defeat all the rest of his censure. — C.

(2) [* Now,” says Dr. Johnson, the moment he was gone,
“is Pepys gone home hating me, who love liim better than 3 did
hefore : he spoke in defence of his dead friend ; but though §
hope I spoke better who spokeagainst bim, yet all my cloquence
will gnin me nothing but an honest man “for my enemay.” —
Prozri, see ante, Vol IX. p. 49.)

i
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think of it; and had 1 the command of half youwr
powers, tempm.d as they are with that true moderation
and justiee, he should not sleep within his silent grave,
1 do not say unrevenged (becanse that iz not what I
wish) but unvindicated, and unrescued from that con-
tempt which has been s0 mdusmou:ly and so injuri-
cusly thrown upon him,”

631. Blue Stocking Parties.(')

“Tothing could be more agreeable, nor indeed more
iustructive, than these parties, Mrs. Vesey had the
almost magic art of putting all her company at their
case, without the least appearance of design. Here
was no formal circle, to petrify an unfortunate stranger
on his entrance ; no rules of conversation to observe ;
no holding forth of one to his own distress, and the
stupefying of his audience ; no reading of his warks by
the author. The company naturally broke into little
groups, perpetually varving and changing. They
talked or were silent, sat or walked about, just as they
pleased. Nor was it absolutely necessary even to talk
“sense, ere was no bar te liarmless mirth and gajety :

. and while perhaps Dr. Johnson in one corner held
forth on the moral duties, in another, two or three
young people might be talking of the fashions and the
‘Opera ; and in a third, Lord Orford (then Mr. Horace
Walpole) might be amusing a little group around him
with his lively wit and intelligent conversation. Now
end then perhaps Mrs. Vesey might call the attention
of the company in general to some circumstance of news, -
pnhw, or literature, of peéculiar unyortance, or per-
haps to, sn anecdote, or interesting account of some
pemnhmmthempﬂymmenl, Of this
last k‘md 2 nghable circumstance occurred about the

(N?“{. mﬂmMngmﬁomhnhm;“Mmm
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‘year 1778, when Mrs. Carter was confined to her bed
with a fever, which was thought to be dangerous, She
was attended by her brother-in-law, Dr. Douglas, then
& physician in Town, and he was in the habit of
sending bulletins of the state of her health to her most
intimate friends, with many of whom he was well ac-
quainted himself. At one of Mrs. Vesey's parties a
note was brought to her, which she immediately saw was
from Dr. Dougles. “ Oh!"™ said she, before she opened
it, * this contains an account of our dear Mrs, Carter.’
We are all interested in her health: Dr. Johnson, pray
read it out for the information of the company.” 'There
was a profound silence ; and the Doctor, with the ut-
most gravity, read aloud the physician’s report of the
happy effect which Mrs. Carter's medicines had pro
duced, with a full and complete account of the circum-
stances attending them.

632. Mrs. Carter on Johnson's Death.
1 see by the papers (says Mrs. Carter, in a letter +-
"Mrs. Montagu), that Dr. Johnson is dead, In extem.
of learning, and exquisite purity of moral writing, he
has left no superior, and I fear very few equals. His
virtues and his piety were founded on the steadiest of
Christian principles and faith, His faults, 1 firmly
believe, arose from the irritations of a most suffering
state of nervous constitution, which scarcely ever al-
Jowed him a moment’s ease. You wonder ‘¢ that an
undoubted believer and a man of piety should be afraid
of death ;” but it is such characters who have ever the
deepest sense of their imperfections and deviations from
the rule of Huty, of which the very best must be con-
“wrious ; and such a temper of mind as is struck with awe
d humility st the prospect of the last soleran sentence
&ppears miuch better suited to the wretched deficiencics
of. the best human performances than the thoughtless
security that rushes undisturbed into eternity.— To-
. 13



118 J’PHNBONIANA-

thie passage the editor of Mrs. Carter's Letters sube
Jjoins : — ‘¢ Mrs, Carter informed the editor, that in one"
of the last conversations which she had with this emis

nent moralist, she told him that she had never known

him say any thing contrary to the principles of the

Christian religion. - He seized her hand with great

emotion, excleiming, ¢ You know this, and bear witness

to it when I am gone!’”

638. Johnson and Coxe. (1) ‘

When I was last (says Lord Chedworth) in town

1 dined in company with the eminent Mr. C. (3), of
whom I did uot form a high opinion. He asserted,
that Dr. Johnson originally intended to abuse * Paradise
Lost,” but being informed that the pation would not
bear it, he produced the critique which now stands
in the < Life of Milton,” and which he admitted to
be excellent. I contended that Dr. Johnson had there
expressed his real opinion, which no man was less
afraid of delivering than Dr. Johnson ; that the cri-
tique was written con amore ; and that the work was
praised with such a glow of fondness, and thié grounds
of that praise were so fully and satisfactorily unfolded,
that it was impossible Dr. Johnson should not have:
felt the value of the work, which be had so liberally
and rationally commended. It came out afteriards
that Dr. Johnson had disgusted Mr. C. He had
at Thrale’s one night, when he sat near the

npper end «of the table, and Dr. Johnson near the
lower end ; aud hnvinﬁ‘:elaﬁed a Jong story which had
véry much delighted company, in thg pleasure re-
sultingg from which relation Dr. Johnson had not {from

‘}w Lord Chedworth's Lotters to the Rev. Mr.

" . ’3 ‘
.. (€) MesLrompton informs me, that'this was the Hev. Witliany
! u&ém ?ﬁmﬂywwmedmm«_ [
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. -
his deafness and the distance at which bhe sat) par-
ticipated, Mrs. Thrale desired him to retell it to the
Doctor. €. complied, and going down to the bottom
of the table, bawled it over again in Dr. Johnson’s ear :
when he had finished, Johnson replied, “ So, Sir, and
this you relate as a good thing:” at which C. fired.
He added to us, “ Now, it was a good thing, because it
was about the King of Poland.” Of the value of the
story, as he did not relate it, I cannot judge ; but I am
sure you will coneur with me that it was not therefore
necessarily a good thing because it was about a king, 1
think Johnson's behaviour was indefeosibly rude ; but,
from the sample I had of C.’s conversation, 1 am led to
suspect that Johnson's censure was not unfounded.

- 634. Biography. (1)

- Mr, Fowke's () conversation was sprightly and en-
tertaiving, highly seasomed with anecdotes, many of
which related to his great and venerable friend Dr.
Johnson ; among these, he was aceustomed to relate the
following : —Mr, Fowke once observed to Dr. Johnson,
that, in his opinion, the Doctor’s strength lay in writing
hiography, in which line of composition he infinitely ex-
ceeded all his competitors. * Sir,” said Johnson, *
believe that is true. The dogs don't know how to
write wrifleg with dignity.”

685, Colley Cibber.
King of the difficalty of getting information for
the “ Lives of the Poets,” he said, that when ke was
‘voung, and wanted to write the * Life of Dryden,” he
deiired to be introdueed 1o'Colley Cibher, from whom

C ) .
(1) jNos. 634, and 885. are from * Original Letters; edited
. by R. Warner, of Bath, 1808.”} ’

"' (2) [§ee oad, Vol. VL. m’m:‘-édm. ond pési, p. 254.].
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he expected tg procure many valuable materials for his
purpose. ¢ So, Sir,” said Johnson to Cibber, I find
you know Mr. Pryden?” ¢ Know him? O Lord! 1was
as well acquainted with him as if he had been my own
brother.”  Then you can tell me some anecdotes of
him?"” O yes, a thousand! Why, we used to
meet him continually at a club at Button’s. I remember
as well as if it were but yesterday, that when he came
into the rcom in winter time, he used to go and sit
close by the fire in one corner; and that in swmmer
time be would always go and sit in the window.”
¢ Thus, Sir,” said Johnson, ¢ what with the corner of
the fire in wiuter, and the window in summer, you see
that 1 yot mubh information from Cibber, of the man-
ners and habits of Dryden.” (})

636. Family Prayers. (2)

During Dr. Johnson's visit to Qxford in June, 1784,
his friend Dr. Adains expressed an earnest wish that he
would compose some fumily prayers; upon which
Johnson replied : * 1 will not compose prayers for you,
Sir, becanre you can do it for yourseif ; but T have

* thought of getting together “all the books of prayers
which I could, selecting those which should appear to
me the best, putting out some, inserting ‘others, adding
some prayers of my own, and prefixing & discourse
on Prayer.”.(*) By the following MS., Dr. Johnson
appears to have put to paper some prepamory notes
on lbil subject: —
e 4 Puzcrs
" e’ Against the incursion of evil thoughts,
e Repentanee and pardon, — Laud.

(n Far: Boswell‘o venum of this story, see arm, Vol. V1.

H u) M :he Andtrdtm MS4.)
" {8) (See @R, VA V1L, powe]
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—— In disease, .
w—— ()n the loss of friends — by death; by his own fault -
or friend's.

«— On the unexpected notice of the death of others,

Prayer generally recommendatory ;

To understand their prayers ;

Under dread of death;

Prayer commonly considered as a- stated and temporary
duty — performed and forgotten —without any effect on the
fullowing day.

Prayer —a vow, —— Taylor,

ScrrrIcISM CAUSED BY

. Indifference about opinions.
Suppositon that things disputed are disputable.
Demand of unsuitable evidence, '
False judgment of cvidence,
Complaint of the obscurity of Scripture.
. Contempt of futhers and of authority,

Absurd method of Jearning objections Brst.
. Study not for truth but yanity, <

9. Sensuality-and a vicious hie.

10. False honour, falee shame.

11. Omission of prayer and religious exercises. — Oct. 31.
1784." .

PG ns PR

637. Burke and Johnson. (1)
.~ In the vicissitudes of twenty-seven years, no estrange-
ment occurred to interrupt their mutual admiration snd
regard. Burke followed Johnson to the grave as a
miourner ;. and in contemplating his character, applied
to it a fine passage from Cicero, which might equally suit
his own : — ITutentum énim animum quasi arcum habe-
bat, nec languescens suocumbebat senéctudi. When some
one censured Johnson’s geperal rudeness in society, he.
Teplied with equal consideration and truth, * It is weli,
when 8 man comes to die, if he has nothing worse to
accuse himself of than some harshness in conversation.”

“ (1) [From « Prior’s Life of Burke."}:
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688. Savage. — Boswell, M

“ Savage,” said Dr. Adsm BSmith, “ was but a
worthless fellow; his pengion of fifty pounds never
lasted him above a few- days. As a sample of his
economy, you may take a circumstance that Johnson
himself told me. .It was, at that period, fashionable
to wear scarlet cloaks wimmed with gold lace: the
Doctor met him one day, just after e had received
his pension, with one of these cloaks upon his beck,
while, at the same time, his naked toes were peeping
through his shoes.”—¢ Boswell was my relative by his
mother, who was & daughter of Colonel Erskine, of
the Alva family, descended from our common ancestor,
John Earl of Marr, governor to Henry Prince of Wales,
and Lord Treasurer of Scodand. In consequence of
a letter he wrote me I desired him to call at Mr.
Pitt’s, and took care to be with him when he was in-
troduced, Mr. Pitt was then in the Duke of Grafton's
house in Great Bond Street. Boswell came in the
Corsican dress and presented & letter from Paoli. Lord
Chatham smiled, but received him very graciously in his
pompous manner. Boswell had genius, but wanted
ballast to counteract his whim. He preferred being a
showman to keeping a shop of his own.” (Endorsed on
a letter from Boswell to Lord Buchan, dated Jan. 5.
1767.) '

. 639. “ 4 respectable Man.” (2) -

Mr. Barclay, from his connection with Mr, Thrale,
biad weveral opportunities of meeting and conversing
with Dr, Johnson. On his becoming s pertner in the

{!3 [From the Buchan M88., in'the possession of Mr, Up-
cott. .
¢).[ This and the two following were communicated to M.
dahel, by Robert Barclay, Esq,, uf Bury Hill, Dorking.
i $ man died in 1851.) N o RS



BARCLAY. ~—~ COLE. 128

brewery, Juhnson advised him not to allow his com~
mercial pursuits to divert his autention from his
studies. ¢ A mere literary man,” said the Doctor, “ is
a dull man; a man who is solely a man of business
is & gelfivh man ; but when literature and commerce are
united, they make a respectable man.” ()

640. Johnson at Mr. Thrale's.

Mr. Barclay had never observed any rudeness or vio-
lence on the part of Johnson. He has seen Boswell lay
down his knife and fork, and take out his tablets, in
order to register & good anecdote. When Johnson
proceeded to the dining-room, one of Mr, Thrale's ser-
vants handed him a wig of a smarter description than
the one he wore in the morning; the exchange took
place in the hall, or passage. Johnson, like many other
men, was always in much better humour after dinner

than before.
© 641, “ An old Man's Blessing.”

Mr. Barclay saw Johnson ten days before he died,
when the latter observed, * T'hat they should never
neet more. Have you any objection to receive an old
man's blessing ?” Mr. Barclay knelt down, and John-
<on gave him his blessing with great fervency.

642. < Homost Whigs”

The following scrap is ploked out of Cole’s volumi-
nous .collections in the British Museum. It appears
in the shape of a note to his transeript of » Tour
through England, in 1735, written by John Whaley,
Fellow of King's College, Cambridge. Mr. Whaley
says: “ October 8., being the day of swearing in the

4‘ ) [Thw advico will he found to accord Yretty closely with
nsun's epitaph on Mr. nlm s % Domi inter mille mere
cantire: tidgotia, literar eguuhm minime neglexit.” —
Mauxs.awb, |
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meyor of Shrewsbury, we were invited by Sir Richard
Corbet, the new mayor, to dinner ; which we did with
much pleum-e asﬁndmgalnrge collection of honest
Whigs met together in Shropshire.” Cole writes on this:
~ A very extraordinary meeting truly! 1 was told
by Mr. Farmer, the present master of Emanuel College,
that he, being in London last year [1774] with Mr.
Arnold, tutor in St. John's College, was desired to .in-
troduce the latter, who bad been bred 3 Whig, to the
acquaintance- of the very learned and sensible Di.
Samuel Jobnson. They had not been long together,
before (the conversation leading to it) the Doctor, ad-
dressing himself to Mr. Amold, said, ““ Sir! you are
8 young man, but I have seen a great deal of the world,
aud take it upon my word and experience, that where
you see 8 Whig, you see a rascal!” Mr. Fanner said,
he was startled, and rather uneasy, that the Doctor had
expressed himeelf so bluntly, and was apprehensive that
Mr. Arnold might be shocked and take it ill. But they
laughed it off, and were very good company, I have
lived all my life among this faction, and am in general
much disposed to subscribe to the Doctor's opinion.
Whatever this honest collection of Salopisn Whigy
may have been on the whole, I am as well satisfied, ss
of any thing I know, that there was one rasoal, duly
, and truly, in the company.— W. Cole, June 26. 1775.”

‘ 643. Jokneon and Foote. (V)

" Johngon and Foote, though both men of wit and
strong sense, showed these qualities in different ways.
‘The first was grave and sarcastical ; the other wasthe
- tieteor of the moment, who p(uuessed every species of
wit ‘and humour, and could command them: at will.
Johmsori never condescended to be the buﬂbm and was

A Thisaaﬂﬂiém fi e’ LD |
F(l)‘[avolv. foiinwinsue rom Cooke’s uftof

.
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not always ready at retort. Foote never failed; and
rather than be out of laugh, conld put on the motley
coat with pleasure, and strut in it with as much pride
as in" his most refined sallies of conversation. This
contrariety of talent and inclinations kept these two
geniuses from a persoual acquaintanee for a long time,
though they perfectly understood each other’s character,
and associated occasionally with the common friends of
both.

(44. Johnson’s Recitation of Poetry.

Dr., Jobnson read scrious and sublime poetry with
great gravity and feeling. In the recital of prayers
and religions poems he was awfully impressive, and his
memory served him upon those occasions with great
readiness. One night at the club, a person quoting the
nineteenth psalm, the Doctor caught fire ; and, instantly
taking off his hat, began with great solemmnity, —

¢ 'The spacious firmament on high,” &c.

and went through that besutiful hymn. Those who
were acquainted with the Doctor, knew how harsh his
features in general were ; hut, upon this occasion; tc
use the language of Scripture, *“ his face was almost as
if it had been the face of an angel.”

645. Johnson in Garrick's Library.

On Garrick's showing Johnson 8 magnificent library
full of books in moat elegant bindings, the Doctor
‘began running over the volumes in his nsual rough and .
negligent manner ; which was, by opening the book so
wide as almost 1o break the back of it, and then flung
them down one by one op the floor with contempt.
¢ Zounds,” said Garrick, * why, what are you about?
you'll spoil all my books.” * No, Sir,” replied John-
son, 1 have done nothing but treat s pack of sidly
plays i:n fope’ dresses just #s they deserve ; but I see no
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«  G46. Joknson ot Langton in 1764, (*)

In early life (says Mr. Best) I knew Bennet Largton,
of that ik, as the Scotch say. With great personal
claims to the respect of the public, he is known to that
public chiefly as a friend of Johnson. He was a very
tall, meagre, long-visaged man, much resembling a stork
mndmgon one leg, near the uhore in Raphacl's cartoon
of the miraculous draught of fishes. His manners were
in the highest degree polished ; his conversation nild,
equable, and always pleasing. I formed an intimacy
with his son, and went to pay him a visit at Langton.
After breakfast we walked to the top of a very steep
hill behind the house. When we arrived at the summit,
Mr. Langton said, Poor, dear Dir. Johnson, when he
cume to this spot, tnmed to look down the hill, and
said he was determined ° to take a roll down.” When
we understood what he meant to do, we endeavoured to
dissuade him ; but he was regolute, saying, * he had
not had a roll for a long time ;* and taking out of his
lesser pockets whatever might be in them — keys,
pencil, purse, or pen-knife, and laying himself parallel
with the edge of the hill, he actually descended, turning
himself over and over till he came to the bottorn.” The
story was told with such gravity, and with an air of
such affectionate remembrance of a departed friend,
that it was impossible to suppose this cxtraordinary
freak of the great lexicographer to have been a ficticn
or inventiou of Mr. Langton. (¥)

647. Dr. Dodd. (%) .

.Miss Seward, her father (the editor of Buumo'nt
spd Fletcher, &c.), the Rev. R.G. Robinson of Lichfleld

() [Fram « Personal and Litersry Memorials,”. 8vo. 1690.}
m%m“ #t the time of bis visit to Langton wudn hu .

8) ["This and the following have been commtunivated
{ )!Lsﬁnp Robinson, Rna%or of Great Worley, hm]
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and Dr. Johnson, were passing the day at the palace at
Lichfield, of which Mr. Seward was the occupier. The
conversation turned upon Dr. Dodd, who had been re-
cently executed for forgery. (') It proceeded as fol-
lows, ' Miss Sewamp. “ 1 think, Dr. Johnson, you
applied to sce Mr. Jenkinson in his bebalf.” Jounsox.
 Why, yes, Madam ; T knew it was a man having no
interest, writing to & man who had no interest ; but 1
theught with myself, when Dr. Dodd comes to the place
of execution, he may say, ¢ Had Dr. Johnson written
in my behalf, I had not been here, and (with great
empharis) 1 could not bear the thought!” (¥) Miss
Buwanp. ¢ But, Dr. Johnson, would you have par-
doned Dr. Dodd ?” Jouxson. ¢ Madam, bad I been
placed at the head of the legislature, I should certainly
have signed his death-warrant ; though no law, either
human or divine, forbids our deprecating punishment,
either from ourselves or others.”

(48, « Hecrd or Hard "

In one of bis visits to Lichficld, Dr. Johnson called
upon Mrs. Gastrell of Stowe, near that city. She opened
the Prayer-book, and puinted out a passage, with the
wish that he wouli read it. He began, “ We have
heard (hecrd) with our ears”’-— she stopped him, saying,
“ Thank you, Doctor! you have read all 1 wish. I
merely wanted to know whether you pronounced that
word heerd or hard.,” ** Madam,” he replied, ¢ heard”
is nonsense ; there is but one word of that sound (hard)
in the langusge.”

* ():) r. Dodd was executed June 27. 1777; and Dr, John-
!onmi; ]wvm for Livhfield on the latter end of the following
month. .

© (2) [For Dr. Johnson's letter to the Right Honourable
Charles ' Jeokinson, afterwards' Earl of Liverpool, see antd
VoL V1. p. 288} .
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649. Johnson's Willow. ()
This remarkable tree has been long distinguished as
a faveurite object of Dr. Johnson, and which he never
* fuiled to examine, whenever, after his settlement in the
metropolis, he revisited his native city. The great size
it had attained at that period, and its delightful situa-
tion between the cathedral and the beantiful vale of
Stowe, rendered it likely to attract nofice ; end, from
the attachment shown to it by the Doctor, it has ever
since been regarded as little inferior in celebrity to
Shakspeare’s Mulberry, or the Boscobel Oak, and spe-
cimens of its wood have been worked into vases and
other ornaments. In 1815, a great portion of the tree
gave way, and since then several very large boughs have
fallen. The Doctor once tovk an admeasurement of the
tree with a piece of string, assisted by a little boy,
to whom he gave half a crown for his trouble. The
dimensions of the willow in 1781, when in its most
flourishing condition, taken by Dr. Trevor Jones, and
communicated in a letter to Dr. Johnson, are as fol-
lows : —<‘ The trunk rises to the height of twelve feet
eight inches, and is then divided into fifteen large as-
cending branches, which, in very numerous and crowded
subdivisions, spread at the top in a circular form, not
unlike the appearance of a shady oak, inclining a little
towards the east. The circumference of the trunk at:
the bottom is sixteen feet, in the middle eleven feet,
and at the top, immediately below the bnnches, thirteen
feet. The entire height of the tree is forty-mine feet,
overshadowing a plain not far short of four timnnd
feet." (‘)

(‘!) {Nu. ‘649655, are from the Gmt!cm'- N-g-md
of this I Bhw’
(!%&aw 3 muow see (] Shmn:dm

t‘l.
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650. Citations from Garrick.

Boswell relates (says a correspondent), that Garmk
being asked by Johnson what people said of his Dic-
tionary, told him, that among other animadversions, 1t.
was ohjected that he cited the authorities which werce
bencath the dignity of such a work, and mentioned
Richardson. ¢ Nay,” said Johnson, “ I have done
worse than that; 1 have cited thee, David.” Thiu
anecdote induced me to turn over the leaves of his Dic.
tionary, that I might note the citations from each writer.
Two only I found from Garrick, vie, -

“ Qur bard 's a fubulist, and deals in fiction.
¢ I know you all expect, from seeing me,
Some formal lecture, spoke with prudish face."
The quotstions from Richardson are at least eighty in
number ; almost all from his Clarissa,

651. Johisonian Words.

In Kett's “ Elements of General Knowledge,” I read
(says another correspondent) as follows : —** Our liter-
ature, indeed, dates a new era from the publication of
Johnson’s Works : many of his words are rarely to be
met with in former wmen, and some are purely of his
own fabrication. Note,— ¢ Resuscitation, orbity, volant,
fatuity, divaricate, asinine, nareotic, vulnirary, empi-
renmatic, obtund, disruption, sensory, cremation, hor-
ticulture, germination, decussation, eximious,” &¢. - If
thepe. words be not peculiarly Johnums, 1 know not
where they are to be found!” Now, upon turning
over Johinson's Dictionary, I find all the above words
occur in Pope, Bacon,” Wilkins, Milten, Arbuthuot,
Grew, Quincy, Wiseman, Harvey, Woodward, Newton,
Glmuue, snd Ray ; except horticulture, which may be
found in Tuamer’s Husbandry ; ézimious, in Lodge's
Letters ; mdermdt&m for which, at present, I huve no
tntbun&y. 8o much for the research of Mr. Keut !

YOL, X, x
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. 652, ¢ Prayers and Meditations.”

The brightest feature in Johnson's character was
the perfert consciousness of his failings. This the
Doctor seems to have had in the nicest degree: it
always accompanied hiin, and, joired to his irresolution,
embittercd many of his days and nights. 1f the
publication of his Prayers and Meditations sill wants
to be justified, let it be on this seore, that they prove
Johnson to have been a man whose inward strupgles were
always directed to overcome habits of which he wus
painfully conscious ; that he did not seek to excusc
those fajlings by the delusions of scepticism or sophistry,
but that he prayed, resolved, and earnestly contended
against them. What more have the greatest and best
men in all ages done, though, perhaps, with better
success? () .

(1) This and the following prayer are not in Mr. Strahan’s

collection : —
“ ) ster-day, 15th Apcil, 1750

* Almighty and most mercitul Father, ke vown with pnfy upoar 1oy
sins. 1 am asinner, goud Lord ; but let not my avs burthen e tor ever.
Give me thy grace to break the chzin of evil custoin  Enabie me to shake
off'idieness and sloth : to will and to do what thon bast commanded, grant
me chaste in thoughts, words, and actions ; to love snd frequent thy wor.
ship, to study and understand thy word ; to be diligeat \n my ealling, that
1 may support myself and retieve others,

[ ve me, ) Lord, whatever my wother has sufitred by mny-fault,
whatever T bave done amue, and whitever duty 1 have neglesied.  Let
me not sink into useless dejection ; but so sanctify my affli s 1) Lord,

that { gnay be converted, and healed; and that, belp of thy Holy

Spirit, I may obtain everlasting life through Je<uy Christ our Terd,
“ And,;O Lord, 80 far as it maK.te 5 anto thy fatherly
¥, wife, and mtgm, beseeching thee to make

my father,
Wmemhq)py for Jesus Chrlst's sske, Amen
! “ SCRUPLES. -
“ O Lovd, who wouldst that alt men should be saved, and who knowest
that without thy grace we can do nothing acueptilde ta thee, have mercy
ipon' me,  En e to hreak the chisin of Tay sing, to rejet senwnality 1
nught, and th overcume and suppress vain scruples ; and to use such
€ in lawful loyment as may engble me ta, support myrelf and
to e oot 1n Kitearess ;

o‘ thymd vit, but let ws have suppert T&mﬁﬁmsw
“ ‘h:m. :Kx{%m onh:' lym: t'lda{h;é‘dm, mc‘a 1
Jjecture when it wis composed.” e LA .
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658, “ Ocean.” s

A gentleman once told Dr. Johnson, that a friend ot
his, looking into the Dictionary which the Doctor had
lately published, could not find the word ocean. ¢ Not
find ocean!” exclaimed our Lexicographer; *° Sir, 1
doubt the veracity of your information !” He instantly
stalked into his library ; and, openiug the work in ques-
tion with the utmost impatience, at last triumphantly
put his finger upon the subject of research, adung,
*“ There, Sir ; there is ocean!” The gentlemnan was
preparing to apologise for the mistake ; but Dr. John-
son good-naturedly dismissed the subjees, with ¢ Never
mind it, Sir; perhaps.your friend spells ocean with
an 4"

054. Johnson's « Lime labor.”

[ From Alexander Chalmers' Historleal and Piographical Preface to
The Rambler : British Easayists, vol. xvn }

The general opinion entertained by Dr. Johngon's
friends was, that he wrote as correctly and elegantly in
haste, and under various obstructions of person and
situation, as other men can, who have health, avd eave,
and leigure for the limee labvr. Mr. Boswell sayr, with
great truth, that °° posterity will be astonished when
they are told, upon the authority of Johnson himself,
that many of these discourses, which we should suppose
had been laboured with all the slow attention of literary
leisure, were written in baste as the moment pressed,
without even being read over by him before they weie
printed.” And Sir John Hawkins informns us, that the e
essays hardly cver underwent a revision before they
were scit to the press ; and adds, “ the original manu-
seripts of the “Rambler' bave passed thiough my
hands, and by the perussl of them I s warrunted te
say, as. was aaid of Shakspeare by the players of his
time, that he never Wotted a line, and 1 believe withous

. K 2
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the risk of that retort which Ben Jonson made te
_them, ¢ Would he had blotted out & thousand !'”
. Such are the opinions of those friends of Dr. Johnson
who had long lived in his society, had studied his
writings, and were eager to give to the public every in.
formation by which its curiosity to know the history of
so eminent & character might be gratified. But by
what fatality it has happened, that they were ignorant
of the vast labour Dr. Johnson employed in correcting
this work after it came from the first press, it iz not
easy to determine. This circumstance indeed might
not fall within the scope of Mr. Murphy's elegant
essay ; but had it been known to 8ir John Hawkins or
to Mr. Boswell, they would gndoubtedly have been
,eager to bring it forward'as a prominent part of Dr.
Yohnson’s literary history. Mr. Boswell has given us
eome various readings of the ¢ Lives of the Poets;”
and the reader will probably agree with him, that
although the author’s “ amendments in that work are
for the better, there is nothing of the pannus assutus :
the texture is uniform, and indsed what had been there
at first is very seldom unfit to have remained.” (1) At
the conclusion of these farious readings he offers an
apology, of which I may be permitted to avail niyself :
« Bhould it be objected, that meny of my various read-
"ings are inconsiderable, those who make the objection
will be pleased to consider that such small particulars
are intended for those who are nicely critical in com-
position, to whom they will be an acceptable col-
lection.” .
Is it not surprising, that this friend and companion
. (1) These weiretthhe altenti:;:: made by the fautl;g in H::
ion, M, Boswell hocs o tesc 10 have, known that L.
! n miade 50 many alterations for the. thind edition, s to
AR L R
" of the sevend pgtuwy edition, — C. ' R
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of our- {llustrious suthor, who has obliged the puljic
with the most perfect delineation ever exhibited of any
human being, and who declared so often that he was
determined

“ Ta losc no drop of that immortal man;*

that one so inquisitive after the most trifling circum-
stance connected with Dr. Johnson's character or his~
tory, should have never heard or discovered, that Dr.
Johnson almost re-wrote the ¢ Rambler” after the first
folio edition ?  Yet the fact was, that he employed the
limee laborem not only on the second, but on the third
edition, to an extent, I preswne, never known in the
annals of literature, and may be said to have carried
Horace’s rule far beyond cither its letter or epirit :

“ Vos
carmen reprehendite, quod non
Mulita dies et multa litura coercuit, atque
Perfectum decies non custigavit ad unguem,

« Never the verse approve, and hold as good,
Till many e day and mauy a blot has wrought
The polish'd work, and chasten’d ev'ry thought,
By tenfold labour to perfection brought.” #

The alterations made by Dr. Johnson in the second
and third editions of the “ Rambler” far exceed siz
thousan!; a number which may perhaps justify the use
of the word re-wrote, although it must not be taken in
its literal acceptation. If it be asked, of what nature
are these alterations, or why that was altered which the
world thought perfect, the author may be allowed to
answer for himself. Notwithszanding its fame while
printing in single. numbers, the encomiums of the
learned, and the applause of friends, he knew its im-
perfnchap:,, and determined-fo remove them. .He fore-
s thatupon this foundstion his' futare fame would
reat, and be determined that the superstructure thrown

K 3
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wp.in haste should be strengthened and perfected at
Jaisure. A few passages from No. 169, will explain his
sentiments on this subject: ——

¢ Men have sometimes appeared, of such transcendent abilis
ties, that their slightest and most cursory performances excel all
that labour and study can enable meaner intellects to compaose ;
as there are regions of which the spontancous products cannot be
equalled in other soils by care and culture. But it is no less dan-
gerdus for anyinan to place himself in this rank of understanding,
and fancy that he is born to be illustrious without labour, than
to omit the cares of husbandry, and expect from his ground the
biossoms of Argbia." ~—* Among the writers of antiguity I re~
member none except Statius, who ventures to mention the
speedy production of his writings, either as an extenuation of
his faults, or as a proof of his facihty. Nor did Statius, when
he considered himself as a candidate for lasting reputation, think
a closer attentiou unnecessary; but awmidst all his pride and ine
digence, the two great hasteners of modern pvems, employed
twelve years upon the Thebaid, and thinks his claim to renown
proportionate to his labour,” —% To him whose eagerness of
praise hurries his productions soon into the light, many imper-
fections are unavoidable, even where the mind furnishes the
roaterials, as well as regulates their disposition, and nothing
depends search or information. Delay opens new veins
of thought, the subject dismissed for e time appears with a new
train of dependent images, the accidents of reading or converse
ation supply new or ts or allusions, or mere intermission
of the fatigue of thinking enables the mind to collect new force
and make new excorsions.”

With such sentiments it must appear at least probable,
that our author would, in his own case, endeavour to
repair the mischiefs of haste or negligence ; but ss theee

were not very obvious to his friends, they made no
iry after them, nor entertained any suspicion of the
labour he endured to render his writings more worthy
of .their praise ; and when his contemporariés had de-
" parwed, b’ miight not think it necessary to tell a nege
generation thmt e had not reached perfection at onee.
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-
— On one oecasion Mr. Boswell came so near the ques-
tion, that if Dr, Johnson had thought it worth enterifig
upon, he had a very fair opportunity. Being asked by
a lady, whether he thought he cofild make his Rambler
better, he answered that he certainly could. Boswswr.
“1'H lay yoa 2 bet, Sir, you cannot.” Jomnsov.
¢ Bat I will, Sir, if I choose. I shall make the best
f them you shall pick out, better.” * BosweLr. “ But
you may add to them ; I will not allow of that.” Jonx.
waX, ““ Nay, Sir, there are three ways of making them
better, — putting out, adding, or correcting.” ()

655." Donne v. Pope. (%)

The late Mr. Crauford, of Hyde Park Corner, being
engaged to dinner, where Dr. Johnson was to be, re-
solved to pay his court to him ; and, having heard that
he preferred Donne’s Satires to Pope’s version of them,
said, “ Do you know, Dr. Johnson, that I like Dr.
Donne’s originul Satires better than Pope’s.” Johnson
said, ¢ Well, Sir, I can’t help that.”

656. Music, — King David.

_Miss Johnson, one of Sir Joshua' nieces (afterwards
Mrs, Deane), was dining one day at her uncle's with
Dr, Johnson and a large party: the conversation hap-
pening tosurn on musie, Johuson spoke very contemp-
tnously of that art, and added, ‘‘ that no man of talent, or
whose mind was capable of better things, ever would ér
could devote his time and attention to so idle and frivo-
lous a pumnlt." The young lady, who was very fond
of music, whispered her next neighbour, “ 1 wonder
what Dr. Johnson thinks of King David.” Johnson

{1} In corroboration of his aseertions, Mc. Chalmers has
tratucribed No. 180. of the original folio Rawbler, marking the
vnrhuom Mc:

M?r 'I‘hln md the ik following mpn were communicated
‘ ‘w5 4 :
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e
nv‘erheard her, and, with great good humour and com-
placency, said, © Madam, 1 thank you ; 1 stand rebaked
before you, and promise that, on one sahject at least,
you shall never hear me talk nonsense again.”

057. Pleasure of Hunting,

The honours of the University of Cambridge were
once performed to Dr. Jobmson, by Dr. Waitson, af-
terwards Bishop of Llandaff, and then Professor of
Chemistry, &e. (1)  After having spent the morning in
seeing all that was worthy of notice, the sage dined at
his conductor’s table, which was surrounied by various
persons, all anxious to sce 80 remarkable a character,
but the moment was mot favourable; he had been
wearied by his previous exertions, and would not talk.
After the party had dispersed, he raid, * I was tired,
and would not take the trouble, or 1 could have set them
right upon several subjects, 8ir; for ins!ance, the gen~
deman who said he could not imagine how any pleasure
could be derived from hunting, — the reason is, because
man feels his own vacuity less in action than when at
mz“l

658, Johnson in a Stage Couch,

Mr. Williams, the rector of Welleshourne, in War-
wickshire, mentioned having once, when a yéung man,
rformed a stage-coach journey with Dr. Johnson,
who took his place in the vehicle, provided with a litile
book, which his compsnion soon discovered to be Lu-
cian: he oocasionslly threw it aside, if struck by any
reroark made by his fellow-travellers, and poured forth
his knowledge and eloguence in a full stream, to the de-
Kight and astonishment of his auditors. Accidentally,
the first subject which atiracted him was the digestive
'(1) Dr, Waisen was & fellow of Trinity. See ants, Vol 11,
p-284. and p. 330, an account of this visit to Cambridge, which
occurred in Feb. 1765, — C,
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fagnlties of dogs, from whence he branched off as to the
powers of digestion in various species of animals, dis-
povering such stores of information, that this particular
point might have been supposed to have formed his es-
pecial study, and so it was with every other subject
started.  The strength of his memory was not less as-
watishing than bis eloquence ; he quoted from various
athors, either in wupport of his own argumnent or to
confute those of his comypanious, as readily, and appa-
rentl, as accurit ly, as if the works had been in his
hands.  The coach halted, as usual, for dinver, which
seered to be a deeply interesting business t Johnson,
who vehemonris attucked a dish of stewed carp, using
his tingrers only in feeding himself, (1)

634 Pilgrine s Progress.””

.. Bishop Percy wa+ at one time on a very intimate
footing with Dr. Johnson, and the Doctor one day took
Percy’s little daughter (-) upon his knee, and asked her
what she thuught of ™ Pilgrim’s Progress?” The child
answered, thar she had not read it. “ No!" replied the
Pnctor; < then 1 would not give one farthiug for you ;"
and he set her down and took no further notice of her.

GGO. Dinner at University.

My venerable friend, Dr. Fisher, of the Charter-
house, now in his eighty-fifth year, informs (says
Mr. Croker) that he was one of the party who' dined
with Dr. Johnson at University College, Oxford, in
March, 1776. (%) There were present, he says, Dr.
Wetherell, Johnson, Boswell. Coulson, Scott, Gwynn,

(1) Mr. Boswell, anté, Vol. VIIL p. 284., mentions another
instance, in which Dr. Johnson sorprised his accidental come
pations in a na;m;cpach with the force of his conversation and
the goodness of his appetite. —C.

{é_) Afterwards Mrs, Isted, of Ecton, Northamptonshire,

(3) LSee ants, Vol. VL. p. 75
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Dr. Chendler the traveller, and Fisher, then a young
Fellow of the College. Ie recollects one passage of the
conversation at dinner :—Boswell quoted *“ Quem Deus
vult perdere priua dementat,” and asked where it was
After a pause Dr. Chandler said in Horate,—~anether
pause ; then Fisher remarked, that he knew no metre
in Horace to which the words could be reduced ; upon
which Johnson said dictatorially  The young moan is
right.”  Dr. Fisher recollects another conversation dur-
ing this visit to Oxford, when there was a Mr. Morti-
mer, a shaliow, vulgar man, who had no seuse of John-
son’s superiority, and talked a grest deal of flippant
pongense. At last he said, that * metaphysics were
all stuff — nothing but vague words.” * 8ir,” said John-,
son, “do you know the meaning of the word mefaphy-
sics 2 ““To be sure,” spid the other. “'Then, Sir, you
muskt know that two and two make four, is a metaphysical
proposition.”— 1 deny it,” rejained Mortimer, “ 't is
an arithmetical one ; I deny it utterly.”” « Why, thew
Bir,” said Johnson, ““if you deny that we arrive at
that conclusion by 2 metaphysical process, 1 ean only
_say, that plus in uni hord wnus asinus negabit, quam
centum philosophi in centum annis probaverint.”

661. Langton on Joknson's Death.

The following letter was written with an agitated
hand, #om the very chamber of death, by the amiable
Benuet Langton, and obviously interrupted by his feel-
ings. It is not addressed, but Mr, Langton’s family
believe it was intended for Mr. Boswell :

My pxar S, — After many conflicting -hopes and fears
sexpecting the event of this heavy return of illness which has
assailed our honoured friend, Dr. Johnson, sinee his arrival
from Lichfiéld, about four duys ago the appearances, grew more
and more awful, and this afternoon at eight o'clock, when I
arrived at ‘his house to see how he should be going on, I wa
acquainted ‘at the door, that about three quarters ¥ en hour-
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beforc, he had breathed his last. 1 am now writing in the room
where his venernble r ins exhibit a spectacle, the inmest'ing
solemnity of which, difficult as 1t would be in any sort to flud
terms to express, so to you, my dear Sir, whose own sensations
will paint it so strangly, it would be of all men the most super

AUoUS W AN L0 e,

662. Juknson 1nd Burke compared. (1)

The distinguishing excellence of Johnson's manner,
both in speaking and writing, consists in the apt and
lively illustrations by example, with which, in his
vigorous sallies; he enforces his just and acute remnarks
on human life and manners, in all their modes and re-
presentations ; the character and charm of his style, is
s happy choice of dignified and appropriate expressions,
and that masterly involution of phrase, by which he
contrives to bolt the prominent idea strongly on the
mind, Burke's felicity is in a different sphere: it lies
in the diversified allusions to all arts and to all sciences,
by which, as he pours along hie redundant tide of
eloquence and reason, he reflects a light and interest on
every topic which he treats ; in a promptitude to catch
the language and transpose the feelings of pession ; and
in the unrestrained and ready use of a style, the most
flexible and the most accommodating to all topics, ¢ from
grave to gay, from lively to severe,” that perhaps any
writer, in any language, ever attainud. ¢ Ipse res
verba rapiunt.”” As opposed to each other, condens-
ation might perhaps be regarded as the distinguishing
;hmtetinic of the forner, and expansion of the

ter. ki

. 663." Preface to Shaksprare. &

It would be difficult to find in the English language,
of equal yariety and length, four such compositions as

1 the nine followi from 4 The Diary of
Lbva o e by 1. Oreet a lpowch i, 18101 408
sitice continuet in the Gentleman’s Magazine.]
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Burke’s Speech to the Electors of Bristol, Johnson’s
Preface to- Shakspeare, Parr’s Dedication to Hurd, and
Lowth's Letter to Warburton.

664.  Punting Time.”
Johnson, perhaps, caught his “‘ panting Time toiled
after him in vain,” from Young's “ And leave praise
panting in the distant vale.”

665. * The Happy Valley.” )
Looked over Rennell's Memoir of his Map of Hin-
dostan. 'The secluded valley of Cashmere, — forming,
between the parsllels of 34° and 35°, an oval hollow
eighty miles by fifty ; blooming with perennml spring,
refreshed with cascades and streams and lakes, and
enziched with mountainous ridges towering into the
regions of eternal snow, —was perhaps Johnson's proto-
type for the Happy Valley of Amhara in  Rasselas,”

666. Gray.

It is curious to hear Gray, in his tenth letter to
Horace Walpole, say, “ The same man's verses” (John.’
son’s, at the opening of Garrick’s theatre) * are not
bad”— of one who was destined afterwards to &it in
imperial judgment on him and all his tribe.

667. Johnson's Conversation.

Had a long and mteresting conversation with [er
James] Mackintosh. Spoke highly of Johnson's prompt
and vigorous powers in conversation, and, on this ground,
of Boswell's Life of him: Burke, he said, agreed with
him ; and affirmed, that this work was a greater monn-
ment to Johnson's fame, than all his vmtingc put
together.

668. * Pleusures of Hope.”

Reul Campbell's Pleasures of Hope. The besn-..

tiful allusion with which this poem opens, is borrowed
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from one in Johnson's collections for the ¢ Rambler ;"
which, I believe, he never employed, but which was
eeruunly too good to be lost. (1)

669. Dr. Bernard.

Mr. Monney told me he had often met Johnson,
and imitated his manner very happily. Johuson came
on a visit to the president of his college (Jesus) at Ox- -
ford, Dr. Bernard. Dr. Bernard ventured to put a
joke upon Johnson; but being® terrified by a tre-
mendous snarl, “ Indeed, indeed, Doctor, believe me,”
said he, © I mecant nothing.” *¢ 8ir,” said Johnson,
“if you mean nothing, say nothing!” and was quiet
for the rest of the evening.

670. Johknson's  Lettere.”

Johnson's Letters to Mrs, Thrale raise him, if pos-
sible, still higher than ever in my esteem and venera-
tion. His wonderful insight into the real springs of
human actions is often apparent where he trifles most ;
and when he summons his powers, he pours new and
unexpected light, even on the clearest and most ob-
vious topics. His fertility of logicel invention is pro-
bebly uprivalled.

. 671. Boswsll,

Boswell, from his open, communicative, good-hu-
moured vanity, which leads him to display events and
feelings. that other men, of more sound judgment,
though slighter pretensions, would have stadiously con-
cealed, has depressed himself below his just level in
pnbhc estimation. His information is extensive; his
talents far from despicable; and he seems so exactly
adapted, even by his very foibles, that we might almost
Iuppone hnn purposely created to be the chronicler of

(1) [See ansd, Vol L p. 298.)
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Johnson. A pleasing and instructive pocket.companion
might be formed by a judicious selection from his
copious repertory of Johnson's talk.

672. « Pesuvius Ceesar.”

I have (says Mr. W, E. Surtees) heard my grand-
mother, a daughter, by his first wife, of the Dean
of Ossory (who married secondly Miss Charlotte Cot-
terell, sec Vol. 11. p. 152.), speak of Dr. Johnson, as
having frequenily seeg him in her youth. On one oc-
casion, probably about 1762-3, he spent a day or two
in the country with her father, and went with the family
to see the house of a rich merchant. The owner —
all bows and smiles — seemed to exult in the opportunity
of displaying his costly articles of virta to his visitor,
and, in going through their catalogue, observed, * Aud
this, Dr. Johnson, is Pesuviue Cesar.” My grand-
mother, then but a girl, could not suppress a titter, when
the Doctor turned round, and thus, alike to the dis-
comfiture of the merchant and herself, sternly rebuked
her aloud, ¢ What is the child laughing at? Ignorance
is a subject for pity — not for laughter.”

673. Story-telling. (1)

Dr. Johnson, having had a general invitation from
Lord Lansdowne to sec Buw-wood, his Lordship’s scat
in Wiltshire, he accordingly made him a visit, in com=
pany with Cumming, the Quaker, a character at that
time well known as the projector of the conquest of
8enegal. They arrived about dinner-time, and were
received with such respect and good-breeding, that the
Doctor joined in the conversation with much pleasantry
and good-humour. Ie told several stories of his ac~
gnaintance with literary characters, and in particular re-
peated the last part of his celebrated letter to Lord Ches~

(1) [This and the eight faollowing are from the Eurapean
Mauguzine, edited at the time by Is.ac ileed, Esq.]
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terfield, desiring to be dismissed from all further patron-
age. Whilst * the feast of reason and the flow of soul ”
was thus enjoying, a gentleman of Lord Lansdowne’s
acquaintance from London happened to arrive; but
being too late for dinner, his Lordship was making his
apologies, and added, ““But you have lost 2 better thing
than dinner, in not bemg here time enough to hear Dr,
Johnson repeat his charming letter to Lord Chesterfield,
though I dare say the Doctor will be kind enough to
give it to us again.” * Indeed, my Lord,” says the Doc~
tor (who began to growl the moment the subject was
mentjoned), T will not: 1 toll the story just for my
own amuscment, but 1 will not be dxagged in as story-
teller tog@ company.”

674. Pomponius Gauricus.

Dr. Johnson hait planued a book on the model ‘of
Robinzon Crusoe.  Pomnponius Gauricus, a learned
Neapolitan, who had dabbled in alchemy, &c., sudden'y
disappeared in the year 1530, and ¥as heard of o
moere.  The supposed life of this man the Doctor had
resolved to write,  “ I will not,” said he, “shipwreck
my hero on an uninhabited island, but will carry him
up to the summit of San Pelegrini, the highest of the
Apennines; where he shall be made his own bio-
grapher, passing his time among the goat-herds,” &c.

675. Character of Boswell.

Boswell was 2 man of excellent natural parts, on
which he had engrafted a great deal of gencral know-
ledge. His talents as a man of company were much
heightened by his extreme cheerfulness and good na-
ture. Mr. Burke said of him, that he had no merit in
possessing that agrecable faculty, and that a man might
as well assume to himself merit in possessing an excele
lent constitution. Mr. Boswell professed the Scotch
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and the English law ; but had never taken very great
alns on the subject. Ilis father, Lord Auchinleck,
told him one day, that it would cost him more trouble
to hide his ignorance in these professions, than to show
his knowledge. This Mr. Boswell owned he had found
to be true. Society was his idol ; to that he sacrificed
every thing : his eye glistened, and his countenance
brightened up, when he saw the human face divine;
and that person must have heen very fastidious indeed,
who did not return himthe same compliment when he
came into & room. Of Ais Life of Johnson, who can
say too much, or praise it too highly? What is I'lu-
tarch’s biography to his ? so minute, so appropriate, so
dramatic. ““ How happy would the learned wgrld have
been,” said the present acute and elegantly minded
Bishop of Hereford ('), ““ had Pericles, Plato, or-Socrates
euch a friend and companion as Mr. Boswell

was to Doctor Johnson ! "

676. Joknson’s Agility.

A gentleman %of Lichfield meeting the Doctor re-
turning from a walk, inquired how far he had been ?
The Doctor replied, he had gone round Mr. Levet's
field (the place where the scholars play) in search of 2
rail that he used to jump over when & boy,  and,” says
the Doctor in a transport of joy, *“ I have been so for-
tunate as to find it: I stood,” said he, ““gazing upon it
gome time with a degree of rapture, for it brought to
my mind all my juvenile sports and pastimes, and 'nt
length I determined to try my skill and dexterity ;
laid aside my hat and wig, pulled of my coat, and leapt
over it twice.” Thus the great Dr. Johnson, onlv three
years before his death, was, without hat, wig, or coat,
Jumping over a rail that he had used to fly over when
a school-boy.

. Amongst those who were 80 intimate with Dr. Johnson

* (1) [The Rev. Dr. John Butler.|
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s 10 have him occasionally an inumate n therr familes,
1t 15 a wuJl hnown fact that he would freque: tly descend
trom the contemplauon of subjects the most profound
pnazinahlc to the most childish playfulness. It was no
uncommon thing to see hum hop, step, and jump , he
vould often scat hi nself on the back of s chair, and
more than vnce has been known to propose a race on
some giassplat adapted to the purposc. He was verv
intimate a1 d much attachud to Mr John I'ayve, onec &
bookseller 1n Paternoster Row, ind afterwards (hiet
Accountar t of the Bauk. Mr Payne was of a very
dimnuinve appearance, and once when thcy were to.
gether on a vt with a Niend at some ustance from
town, Johnson 1n a guiety of humour proposcd to run
1 race with Mr. Payne — the proposal was accepted ,
but, bcfore they had proceeded more than half of the in.
tended distance, Johnson caught his little adversary up
m his arme, and without any ceremony placed him upon
the arm of a tree which was ncar, and then contnned
running as 1f he had met with a hard mateh. He after~
wards returned with much exultation to release lus trend
from the no very pleasant situation 1 wlnch he had left
hun.

077. Boswell's Lafe rf Johnson

Cowper, the poet, apealing of Boswell's, Life of
Johnson, observed, that though 1t was so much abuscd,
1t precented the best portraxt that had ever been given of
the great English moralst, adding, that mankind would
be gratified indeed, 1f some contemporary of Shakepeare
and Milton had given the world such a lastory of those
untivalled posts.

678, Party Heat. ,

Doctor, afterwards Dean Maxwell, mtting in com.
peny with Juhnaon, they were tallang of the violence of
parties, and whet ynwarrantable and insolent lengths

YOL. X. L
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mobs will sometimes run into. < Why, yes, Sir,” says
FJoliiaon, ¢ they”ll do any thing, no matter how odd, or
Aesperate, to gain their point ; they’ll cateh hold of the
red-hot end of 8 poker, sooner than not get possesxion

of it.”
679. Rights of Hospitality.

Dr. Johnson, in his tour through North Wales,
passed two days at the gest of (olonel Middleton df
Gwynagag. While he remained there, the gardemer
caught & hare amidst some potstoe plants, and brought
it to his master, then engaged in conversation with the
Doctof. Aa order was given to carry it to the cook. As
soon as Johnson heard this sentence, he begged to have
the animal placed in his arms; which wa« no sooner
done, than approaching the window then half open, he
restored the hare 1o her liberty, shouting after her o
acoelerate her speed. ‘¢ What have you done?” cried the
Colonel ; “ why, Ductor, you bave robbed my table of &
delicacy, perhaps deptived us of & dinner.” ¢ So much
the better, Bir,” replied the humane champion of & con-
demned hare ; for if your table is to be supplied at the
expense of the laws of hospitelity, 1 enyy not the ap-
petite of him who cats it. This, Sir, is not a hare
Jore nature, but one which had piaced itself under your
protection ; and savage iudeed must be that man who
dees not make his hearth an asylam for the confiding

680. Count de Holcke. (1) .

In the year 1708, the king of Denmark visited Engw
Jamd, and amopgst the gentlemen of his suite was Coupt
de Holeke, grand master of the wardrobe, s gentlermn
of cppnidetable celebrity for polite learning and classica)
erudition ; this gentleman had heard much of Dr, Jphn-
son’s litetary fame, and was therefore anxions : see

(1) [.'rl_iu and the two folluning are from the Méataly
23 *
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him. Through the interest of Dr. Brotkleshy, he was
ensbled to pay Johuson a mormng visit. They had a
iong comversation, Next day Count de Holcke dined
with Lord Temple ini Pall Mall, where he met Mr.
William Gerard Ilamilton (commonly called Single.
speech Hamilton ), who, knowing of his visit to Johnson,
asked him what he thought of the Doctor ? Holche
replied, that of all the hiterary impostors and pedants he
bail ever met with he thought Johunson the greatest —
““ g0 shaflow & fellow,’ he said, « Le had never seen !”

681. 4 German Traveller’'s Interview with Jeghnson
in 1768. (1)

I am just retnrned from a visit to Samuel Johnson,
the colossus of Enghsh literature, who combines pro-
found knowledge with wit, and humour with serious
wisdom, and whove exterior announces nothing of these
qualities ; for in the proportione of his form are ex.
actly those of the sturdy drayman. To this he alludes
in his delineation of the Idler: ¢ The diligence of an
Idler is rapid and impetuons; as ponderous bodies,
forced into velocity, move with violence proportionate
to their weight.”

His manners are boorish ; and his eye cold as his
raillery; never is it animated with a glance that betrays
archness or acuteness ; he constantly seems to be, and
not seldom he really is, absent and distracted. — He
had invited Colman and me by letter, and forgot it.
We surprised him, in the strictest, sense of the word, at
the country seat of Mr. Thrale, whose lady, a
agreeable Welshwomean, by way of amusement
and tranelates Greek suthors. Here Johnson lves and
reigns (for be is fond of acting the dominator) as if he
were in the midst of his own family. He received us
in s friendly manner, though a certain sir of solemne<s
and ppmposity never left hir, which is interwoven with
(1) [Bee ante, Vol. IX. p. 17.]

L8

t



148° . JOHNSONIANA.

his  anmers as well as with his style. In conversation
he ‘rounde his periods, and speaks with a tone almost
theatricdl ; but whatever he says becomes intéresting
hya certain peculiar character with which'it is stamped.
We spoke of the English language; and I remarked
¢« that it passed through its different epochs quicker
thau other languages: there is a greater difference,”
said I, “between your present writers and the cele-
brated club of authors in the reign of Queen Ann than
between the French of the present and the last century.
They make incursions into foreign ground, and lavishly
squander the easily acquired plunder; for thegidillow
not the counsel of Swift, to adopt, indeed, n 8,
but never after to reject them.” < We conquer,’ -
rupted me one of the guests, “ new words in a fit of
enthusiasm, and give them back again in cold blood, as
we do our conquests on the making of peace.” < But
are you not,” asked 1, “ thus losers with regard to pos-
terity 2 For your writings will be scarcely intelligible
to the third succeeding gencration.” ¢ New words,”
replied Johnson, * are well-earned riches. When a
nation énlarges its stock of knowledge and acquires new
-idoas, it must necessarily. have a suitable vesture for
them. Forexgn idioms, on the contrary, have been de.
cried as dangerous ; and the crities daily object to me .
my Latinisms, wluch, they say, alter the character 01'
our langyage : but it is seriously my opinion, that every
language must be servilely formed after the model of
some one of the ancient, if we wish to give durability to
our. works.” Do you not think that there'is some truth™.
in this sqphistry ? ~ A dead language, no longer subject
to change, may well serve as a fit standard for a living
ong. ' It is an old sterling weight, according to which
the valoe of the current coin is estimated,—* The
gretest confusion in languages,” continued . I, addresi. -
ing mpelfto-lohmon, “4is caused byakmdnf originel
sauum, wlm mvent &mm&nmt.tbst&eymy
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clothe their ideas in holy obscurity ; and yet we will-
ingly listen to their oracular sayings, and at length are
-ourselves infebted with the disease.” ¢ Singularity,”
exchimed one of the guests, ““is often a mark of
genius,”  “* Then,” answered Johnson,  there exist
few greater geniuses than Wilton in Chelsea. (') His
manner of writing is the most singular in the world ;
for, since the last war, he writes with his feet.”

Colman spoke of the ** Rehearsal,” which was formerly
50 much admired as a masterpiece ; but which nobody
had patience now to read through..  There was too
little salt in it to keep it sweet,” said Johnson. Hume
was wentioned. ¢ Priestley,” said I, * objects to this
historian the frequent use of Gallicisms.” < And L”
said Johmson, ¢ thathis whole history is a Gallicism,”
Johnson eagerly seizes every opportunity of giving vent
to his hatred against the Scots. Even in his Dictionary
we find the following article: “Qars, a grain, which
in England is genenlly given to horses, but in Scotland
supports the people.”

Not recollecting his edition of Shakspeare, whlch wan
o far from answering the expectations of the critics
1 unthinkingly and precipitately enough asked him,
< which edition' of that poet he most esteemed "
“Eh I replied he wlth a smile ; “’t is what we call
an \mlucky question.”

I inquired after Boswell. Johnson seems to love
him much ; he is sensible of, but forgives him, his en-
thusiasm. Boswell is a ﬂery young man, who firmly
believes in heroic virtue ; and whé, in the intoxication
of his heart, would have flown with equal ardour to
Jeeland as to Corsica, in pursuit of a demigod.

. You are acquainted with Johnson’s works. The
melu', the Idler ; London, a Satire ; and the ex-
calem Biography of Savage, sre well known in Ger.

(l) Anold soldler, whose arms had been &hot off.
T3
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meny. But we hear less in our country of Prinoe
Rasselas, a masterly, cold, political romance, as all of
the kind are ; for a teacher of the art of government,
who, remote from, and unpractised in, affairs, writes for
kings, can spin out of his brain a texture only of gene-
ral principles. Irene, a tragedy by Johnson, full of
the finest speeches, was hissed, and is forgotten,

This celebrated man had long to contend with po-
verty ; for you must not imagine, that England always
rewards her authars in proportion to the general sdmir-
ation they excite. Often was he obliged to hide him-
self in a cellar near Moorfields, to avaid being lodged in
a room with an iron grate. In those days of adversity
he wrote speeches worthy of a Demosthenes, for and
againat the most important questions agitated in Par-
liament, which were published under the names of the
real members. These speeches for a long time passed for
genuine in the country ; and it is not generally known,
that among them is the eelebrated speech of Pitt, which
he is said to have pronounced, when his youth was ob-
jected to him, and which never so flowed froin the
motth of Pitt. Johneon has now conducted the Pacto-~
lus into his garden. He enjoys a pension of three
hundred pounds sterling, not to make speeches ; but,
as the Opposiiion asserts, to induce him to remaya
silent

1 forgot to tell you, that Johnson denies the anfi-
quity of Ossisu. Macpherson is 2 native of Scotland ;
and Johnson would rather snffer him t pass for 2 great
poet than allow him to be an honest man. I am con-
vinced of their anthenticity. Macpherson showed me,
in the presence of Alexander Dow, st least twelve par-
cels of the manuseript of the Eazse original. Some of
these manuscripts seemed to be very old, Literati of
my scgusiptance, who understand the langusge, have
compared them with the translation; and we must
cither believe the abeurdity, that Macpherson bad like-
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wise fabricated the Earse text, or no longer contend
agamst evidence. Macpherson declaimed a few passages
tome. The language sounded melodious enough, but
solemnly plaintive and guttaral, like the languages of
all rude, uncultivated nations.

bB2. Johnson in the Salisbury Stage. ()

In the year 1783 (says a correspondent), I went in
the stage-coach from London to Salisbury. Upon enter-
ing it, I perceived three genticmen, one of whom strongly
attracted my notice. He was a corpulent man, with a
book in his hand, placed very near to his eyes. He had
a large wig, which did not appear to have been combed
for an age: his clothes were threadbare. On seating
myself 1n the coach, he hifted up his eyes, and directed
them towaids me ; but in an instant they resumed their
former employment. I was immediately struck with his
resemblance to the print of Dr. Johnson, given as a
frontispiece to the ¢ Lives of the Poets ;” but how to
gratify my curiosity I was at 2 loss. I thought, from
all T had heard of Dr. Johnson, that 1 should discover
him if, by any means, 1 could engage him in conversa=
tion. The gentleman by the side of him remarked,
“ I wonder, 8ir, that you can read in a coach which
travels so swiftly: it would make my head ache.”
“ Ay, Bir,” rephied he, “books make some people’s
head ache.” This appcared to me Johnsonian, I
knew several persons with whom Dr. Johnson was well
aoquainted : this was aunother mode of trying how far
my conjecture was right. * Do you know Miss Han.
nsh More, Sir?” <« Well, Sir: the best of all the
female versifiers.” This phraseclogy confirmed my
former opinion. We now reached Hounslow, and were

st 1788, Johnson paid a vimtto Mr. Bowles of
&[mgﬁumry“’s:ma, ol..Vl?I.p.ﬂsB.]

L4
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"seyved with our breakfast. Having found that none of -
my travelling companions knew this gentleman, I plainly
put the question, “ May I take the hberty, Sir, to en-
quire whether you be not Dr. Johnson ? ™ ¢ The same,

. 8ir” «I am happy,” replied I, * to congratulate the
learned world, that Dr. Johnson, whom the papers lately
announced to be dangerously indisposed, is re-established
in his health.” ¢ The civilest young man 1 ever met
with in my life,” was his answer. From that moment
he became very gracious towards me. 1 was then
paring to go abroad ; and imagined that I could derive
some useful information from a character so eminent
for learning. ‘ What hook of travels, Sir, would you
advise me to read, previonsly to my setting off upen.a
wur to France and Italy ?” < Why, 8ir, as to France,
I know no book werth a groat : and as o Ltaly, Baretti
paints the fair side, and Sharp the foul; the truth,
perhaps, lies betwcen the two.” Every step which
brought us nearer to Salisbury increased my pain,
at the thonght of leaving so interesting a fellow-
traveller. [ observed that, at dinner, he contented
himself with water, as his beverage. I asked him,
*« Whether he had ever tasted bumbo #”’ a West-Indian
potation, which is neither more nor less than very strong
punch. “No, Sir,” said he. I made some. . He
tasted ; and declared, that if ever he drank any thing
else than water, it should be dumbo. When the sad

.moment of separation; at Salisbury, arrived, Sir,” said.
he, ““let me see you in Londom, upon your retwrn to
your ‘native country. 1 am sorry that.we must part.
“I have always looked upon it as the worst condition of
-man’s degtiny, that persons are so often torn asunder, just

< a5 they hecome happy in each other's society,” o
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688, Knox on the Character of Johknson.(1) ,
The illustrious character of Pierre de Corneille in-
duced those who approached him to expect something
in his manners, address, and conversation, above the
common level. They were disappointed; and, in a
thousand similar instances, a similar disappointment -has
taken place. The friends of Corneille, as was natural
enough, were uneasy at finding people express their
disappointment after an interview with him. They
wished him to appear as respectable when near as when
at a distance ; in a personal intimacy, as in the regions
of fame, They took the liberty of mentiouing to him
his defeets, his awkward address, his ungentlemanlike
behaviour. Corneille heard the enumeration of his
fauits with great patience ; and, when it was concluded,
seid with a smile, and with a just confidence in himself,
“ All this may be very true, but, notwithstanding all
this, I am still Pierre de Corneille.” ;
The numberless defects, infirmities, and faults which
the friends of Dr. Johnson have brought to public light,
were chiefly what, in less comspicuous men, would be
passed over as foibles, or excused as mere peccadilloes ;
and, however his enemies may triumph in the exposure,
1 think he might, if he were alive, imitate Corneille,
and say, “ Notwithstanding all this, I am still Samuel
Johnson.”
‘. Few men could stand so fierce a trial as he hds done.
His gold has been put into the furnace, and, considering
 the’ violence of the fire and the frequent repetition of
the process, the quantity of dross and alloy is incon.
"siderable, Let him be considered not absolutely, but
comparatively ; and ‘let those who dre disgusted with
‘bit ask themselves, whethér thelr own characters, or
those they most admire, would not exhibit some des

1} [This and the following are from “ Winter Evenings
L el Dr. Vicestms Kgon.] ot
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formity, if they were to be analysed with & minute and
anxions curiosity. The private conversation of John.
son, the caprice of momentary ill-humour, the weak-
ness of disease, the common infirmities of human nature,
have been presented to the public without those alle~
viating circumstances which probably attended them.
And where is the man that has not foibles, weaknesses,
follies, and defects of some kind? And where is the
man that has greater virtues, greater abilities, more
useful labours, to put into the opposite scale against his
defects than Johnson ? Time, however, will place him,
notwithstanding all his errors and infirmities, high in
the ranks of fame. Posterity will forgive his roughness
of. manner, his apparent superstition, and his prejudices ;
and will remember his Dictionary, his moral writings,
his biography, his manly vigour of thought, his piety,
and his charity. = They will make allowances for morhid
melancholy ; for a life, a great part of which was spent
in extreme indigence and labour, and the rest, by a
sudden transition, in the midst of affluence, flattery
obsequiousness, submission, and nviversal renown.

684. Knoxw on “* Johnson's Prayers and Meditations.”

Every one had heard that Dr. Johnson was devout ;
few entertained an adequate idea of his warmth and
scrupulous regularity in the offices of devotion, till the
publication of his Prayers and Meditations, They
exhibit him in a Tight in which he has seldom appeared
to his readers. He usually pute on a garh of dignity
and command. His Rambler is written in the atyle
of authority. His Prefaces to the Poets are dicta-
torisl. The reader is easily induced to believe that
pride is a etriking feature dn his character. But he no
sooner opens the book of Prayers and Meditations, than
he. sees him in a state of true humility : no affectation
in the style: no words of unusual ocourrence: every
expression is such as js well adapted to a freil mortal.
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however improved by avt or favoured by mature, vgrhm
he approaches the mercy-seat of the Almighty. The
1eader is thus, in some degree, gratificd by observing a
man, who had always appeared to him as a superior
mortal, and exempt from human infirmitiés, feeling and
acknowledging with all bumility the common weaknesses
of all human creatures.

685. Fordyoce on the Death and Character of
Dr. Johnson. (1) -

Tt hath pleased thee, Almighty Disposer, to number
with the silent dead a man of renown, a master in
Yarsel, who had ¢* the tongue of the learned,” and

orshipped thee with fervour *“in the land of the
living,” His was  the pen of a ready writer.” His
was the happy power of communicating truth with
clearness, and inculcating virtue with energy ; of cloth~
ing the gravest counsels in the attractive garb of enter-
tainment, and adding dignity to the most obvious
maxims of prudence. To him it was given to expose
with just discrimination the follics of a frivolous age,
and with honest zeal to reprobate its vices.

This shining light raised up by thee, * the Father of
lights,” for the honour of thy name, and the benefit of
many, thou hast lately seen fit to remove. But blessed
be thy Providence for continying him so long. Blessed
be thy Spirit that enriched him with those eminent
gifts, and enabled him to render them useful. 1In his

the infide]l was awed, the profane stood cor-
rected, and the mouth of the swearer was stopped. In
his discourse the majesty of genius impressed the at-
tettive and unprejudiced with a reverence for wisdom ;
the virtuous and the pious were encouraged by the ap-
probation of superior discernment; and truths, thas

1) [From * Addresses to thd Deity,” by James Fordyce,
n(:f..[lmxm] 3 by S d
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had lost the allurement of novelty, tecovered their
influence, from the native but peculiar foree with which
they were proposed.

But ¢« what is wan,” O Lord? “%r who among the
sons of men can plead innocence before the Thrice
Holy? When trouble and anguish came upon thy

» aged servant, when ¢ his sleep went from him,” when
in solemn recollection he * communed with his own
heart upon his bed,” and examined himself in the view
of his last and great account, he saw wherein he had
offended. Then it was, that 1 heard him condemn,
with holy self-abasement, the pride of understanding
by which he had often trespassed against the laws of
courtcous demeanour, and forgotten the fallible con-
dition of his nature. Then it was, that 1 heard him,
with ingenuous freedom, commend the virtues of for-
bearance and moderation in matters of belief, as more
conformable to reason, and to the Gospel of thy Son,
than he had long conccived. How deep was the con-
trition which then penetrated his soul, in the re.
membrance of his sins, and caused him to feel more
strongly, what indeed he had ever acknowledged, that
no extent of intellect, and no eminence of fame, can
arm an awakened and reflecting mind against the fear
of thy displeasure! Let it be known that this man,
after considering the uncertainty of life, after studying
the sanctity of thy law, ‘fter discovering more clearly
the utter insufficiency of human attainments, and con-
templating with ardent solicitude the stupendous and
unspeakable importance of salvation, did with all the
humility of faith cast himself on thine infinite mercy
through Jesus Christ. But for the confirmation of the
true believer, and to’ overthrow the delusive pretences
and®vain expeotations of hypocrisy, let it be knows
also, thet while he rested only on this foundation, he
was unalterably assured ft would support none but the
penitent and upright, the devout and benevolent.



. PoDyom 187

. Whatever estesm. or gratitude he deserved from hjs
.countrymen, for his diligence and skill in' furthering the
knowledge of their native tongue, in which they may
study the Revelation of thy Will, and find withal so
many treasures of useful truth and solid learning ;
little, alas! would that, or his other labours and abilities,
have availed him in the dread concluding hour, if in his
lifetime ‘he had abused them to thy dishonour, or neg-
lected to secure thine acceptance by what is better than
all knowledge, sagacity, or eloquence ; by veneration for
thee, and charity to mankind,

Father of spirits! if men without pnnciple or feeling
should exult, and say that his anxiety in the prospeet of
his latter end arose from the weskness and depression of
‘disease; I record it to the honour of thy service, that
never were his faculties more vigorous or animated,
never were his views more raised, or his words more
emphatics!, than in those momeuts when the consider-
ation of thine immaculate purity, and of the all-deciding
trial, had full possession of his soul. Nor didst thou
leave him to hopeless despondence. e knew in whom
be trusted ; and thou gavest him to enjoy the re-
colfection of having long cherished an habitusl reverence
for thy Divine Majesty, and improved the talents he re-
ceived at thy hand for the interests of truth, aud the
enforgement of duty, ““in the midst of an evil and
erooked generutmn." To thy goodress, O God, did he
thankﬁﬂly ascribe it, that be had never sou(,ht. the
praise’of the rich by flattery, or of the licentious by
iufitating their manners, and prostituting his faculties
£6 embolden vice or varish profaneness.

. But if this an boasted not that he was righteous, if
he relied not on any virtie which he had practised, if
he sarnestly stipplicated forgiveness through the merits.*
of his Saviour alove, and Jeft behind him i in his latest
deed an testimony of his repentance and his faith;

M the ungodly apd the presuwpruious nprear?l
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Will they 1ift up their nesds with joy in the day of
jodgment P Will they challenge a reward st thy just
impenitence. w themp greatness of
their error, and lead them from themselves to the Re-
deemer of the world for the remission of their sins.

Let not such as were sirangers to the piety and
bepavolence of thy departed servant, censure too se-
verely the partial or prejudiced opinions that sometimes
oontracted and unhappily obscured a mind otherwise
comprehensive and enlightened. 'Teach them, O Lord,
move charitable allowance for mistakes hastily imbibed
in the days of youth, and afterwards from the power of
early prepossession, without consciousness of evil, fondly
retained and vehemently defended. It may be that m
him they were pesmitted by thy unerring Providence, to
manifest more clearly the frailty of the wisest men, and
to raise our minds from the defective patterns of ex-
cellence here below, to thyself, the only standard of
perfection.

Whatever gifts adorned him were alone to be re-
garded as emanations from thee, ¢ from whom cometh
down every good gift,” every rational endowment, and
exsited concepuon. But, Q thou great sun of souls!
can 1 believe, that those emanations are extinguished in
the dust? Can I belitve, that be whose writings 1

impious and wnnatural thought! When his mortal
part, worn with watching and study, broken by suffering
mdmxldndathvtwdw stroke that conquers the*
young, prosperous, and the strong; with what
ecstaay would his never-dying spirit fly away, and kindle
and flame as it approsched nearer ¢o thee, the fountsin
wt light avd imtellectiral being! With what friendly

would the lluminated and holy inhabitants of
mm»mmm»-m,.mamm.
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goodmnmvemmﬁmxﬁmmm’m
of corporeal nature; that they continue to exigt

3 will ue
when ages are logt in eternity ; that thuy will live for
ever hlessed in thy presence, for ever dignified with thy
e eapy by the exsln smpemplaion,
rapt by the e contemplation, 1 rejoice
particularly in the permanent effulgence of those splen.
did Juminaries that have shone m long suoeession upon
earth, darting the rays of knowledge®and of virme
through different pertods. I rejorce at the recollection,
that those rays have not been quenched in the shades of,
death ; and that by thy good Providence we enjoy at
this dsy the accumuleted mstruction of generations.
Look with pity on the ignorant and the elothfal ; who,
having such *“ g price put mnto their hands, have bot &
heart to make use of it.”” Rouse them, I beseech thee,
to a senee of ther folly; and give them grace to redeem
their past neglect, by their future diligence.
I prawse thee, the God of thy late servant, that
“ being dead he yet speaketh,” in those lsting pro-
ducnions which abound with the purest morality: where
the conclusions of experience are added to the re-
searches of learning, and te the fruits of meditation ;
where the, secret vecewses of the heart are explored,
imagination 18 rendered ministeria] to reason, and the
reluctant paseions compelled to acknowledge the claims
of religion; where the conscious reader is turned inward
upon himself, and blushes at the sight of his im-
becility and guilt laid open before him with recistless
evidence. Grant, O Lord, that we may profit by those
gevere but salutary instructions, snd in the spint of
megkness learn from 50 able 8 teacher © the things that
belorg to our pesce.” Let not the graver dictates of
his. pen be loat in levity or forgesfulness, Nor yot let
us zest with the transitory and ineflestual admisstion oft

¢
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diehold it embellished by his vivid
ﬁ%‘wﬂ%& tmn);ln foﬂob; its sﬂidll‘l':

»

686. Cowper on Joknen's Lifs of Dr. Waite. (V)
¥ have no objection in the world 1o your eonveying a
eopy of my poems W Dr. Johneon; though I well
know that onc of bis pointed sarcasms, if he should
happen to be displeased, would doon find its way into
sil compatiies, and spoil the sale He writes, indeed,
like & man that*thinks & great deal. and that sometimes
thinks religiously : but report inforins me, that he has
been gevore emough in hit ammadversons upon Dr.
Watts ; who was, nevertheless, if I am in any degree a
Jjudge of verse, & man of truly poctical ability; careless,
indeed, for the most part, and inattentive too to those
nicetivn which oenstitute elegance of expression, but
frequently sublime in his conccptions, and masterly 1n
lus execution. Pope, I bave heard, had placed him
onoe in the * Dunciad ;" but, on being advised to read
hefore he Judgoed him, was convinced that he deserved
othel treatment, and thrust somebody’s blockhead into
the gap, whose name, consisting of a monosyllable,
happened to it it. Whatever faults, however, 1 may
be ghargesble with as a poet, I cannot accuse myself of
negligence ; I vever suffer a hine w pass i1 I have
mnuﬁdulcm; and though my dootrines
way offead king of critics, he will not, I flatter
dlhgumz by slovenly insecyracy, eithey
untbers, thymes, or language. Let the véut
chance, It is possible he may Ge plessed ;
should, T shal* have engaged on my side one
of the beet rumpeters in ‘he kingdom. Let him only
sposk s favourably of m sa he has spolen of fir

a

s T P B Dy o e e
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Rickiard Blatkmore, (who, thongh he shines in his porn
called ¢ Creslion,” has written more absurdities in verw
than any writer of our countey,) und my snccess will be
secured. (Letter to Newtan, Sept. 18, 1781.)

I am glad to be undeceivedl respecting the opinior 1
had been ervonecusly led into on the subject ‘of John-
son's cnticcem on Watts. Nothing can be more
judicious, or more characteristic of &' distinguishing
taste, than his observatious upon that wnter; though I
think him a little mistaken 1h lus notion, that divine
subjects have never been poetically treated with succese.
A lhittle more Chnetian knowledge and experience would
perhaps enable hun to discover excellent peetry, upon
spintual themes, in the aforesaid little Doctor. 1 per-
fectly acquiesce in the propnety of sending Juhnson e
copy ot my productions ; and I thimk 1t would be well
to send it 1 our joint nemes, accompanicd with =
handsome card, and such an one as may predispose lum
to a favourable perusal of the book, by cogxing him
mto 8 good temper ; for he is a great beai, with all his
lemming and penctration.  (Lstter to Newton, Oct. 4.
1781)

687. Cowper on the * Lives of the Posts.”

Last might I made an end of resding Johnsons
Prefaces. I am very much the biographer's humble
admurer. His uncommon share of good sense, and his
forcible expression, secure to him that tribute from all
hie readers. He has a penetrating insight into character,
and a happy talent of correcting the popular opinion
upon all occasions where it is crroneous; snd this he

with the boldness of a man who will think for

h , but, at the same time, with & justness of senti-

ment that cotivinees us he does not differ from others

through affectation, but becsuse he han & sounder judg.

ment, This remérk, however, has his narrative for ite

object, rather than his critical performance, 1o
VoL, X. »
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latter, ¥ do not think him always just, when he departs
frofa the general opinfon. HMe finds no besuties in
Milton’s Lycidas. He ponrs contempt upon Prior, o
such @ degree, that were he really as undeserving of
notice as he represents him, he cught no longer to be
nuymbered among the poets. These, indeed, are the
two capital instances in which he has offended me.
‘There are others less important, in which 1 am less
confident that he is wrong. (ZLetier to Unwin, March
21. 1784.)

688. Comper’s Epitaph on Dr. Johnson.

Here Johnson hies—a sage, by all allow'd,

‘Whom to have bred may well make England proud ;
‘Whose prose was cloquence by wisdom taught,

‘The graceful velnele of virtue's thought ;

‘Whose verse may claim, grave, mavcuhine, and strong,
Superior praise to the merc poet's song ;

‘Who many a noble gift trom Heaven possese’d,

And fath at last — alone worth all the rest.

Oh! man immonrtal by a double prize,

On earth by tame, by favour n the skies !

L]

)
689. Dr. King on Joknson's Enghsh. (1)

It is a great'defect in the education of our youth in
voth the Universities that they do not sufficiently apply
themselves to the study of their mother tongue. By
+his means it happens, that some very learned men and
polite scholars zze not alle to express themselves with
propriety in common conversation, and that when they
are discoursing on a subject which they understand per-~
fecdly well. 1 have been acquaimted with thres persons
only who spoke English with that eloguence and pro-
priety, thut if all they said had been inmediately com-
mitted W writing, any julge of the English language

(1) [Prom Dr. Wilham K ng's « Anecdotes of hs Own
Tunes,” vo. 1819.]
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would have pronounced it an excellent and very beauti-
ful style — Atterbury, the exiled bishop of Rochester ;
Dr. Gower, provost of Worcester College ; and Samuel
Johnson. .
690. Gray on © London.”

¢ London " is one of those few imitations that have
all the case and all the spirit of the original. The same
man’s verses at the opening of Garrick’s Theatre are
far from bad. (Letter to Walpdle.)

691. Richardeon end Fielding.

Gray was much pleased with an answer which Dr.
Johnson once gave to a person on the different and com«
parative ments of Fielding and Richardson. < Why,
Sir, Frelding could tell you what o’clock it was ; but, as
for Richardson, he could make a clock or = watch.”
(Matthias's Gray.)

692. Johnson on Newton.

One of the most sagacious men in this are, who
continues, I hope, to improve and adorn it, Samuel
Johnsen, remarked in my hearing, that if Newton had
flourished 1n ancient Greece, he would have been wor-
shipped as a divinity, Ilow zeslously then would he
be adored, if his incamparable writings could be read
and comprehended by the Pundits of Cashmere or
Bepares ! (8ir Wiham Jones, 1785.)

693. Duguld Stewart on the < Lives of the Poets.” (1)

It is a melancholy fact with respect to artists of all
<lasses ;— paiuters, poets, orators, and elequent writers;
— that a large proportion of thase who have evineed
the scundest and the purest taste in their own pro-
ductions, have yet appeared totally destitute of thus
power, when they have assumed the office of cutics

(1) [From the Philosiphical Essayn.]
u 2
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How is this to be accounted for, but by the influence of
bad passions (unsuspected, propably, by themselves) in
blinding or jaundicing their critical eye? In truth, it
is only when the mind is perfectly sevene, that the de-
cisions of taste can be relied on. In these nicest of
all operations of the intellectual faculties, where the
grounds of judgment are often #o shadowy and cora-
plicated, the latent sources of error are numberless ;
and to gusrd against them, it is necessary that po cir-
camstance, however trifling, should occur, either to dis-
compose the feelings, or to mislead the understanding,
Among our English poets, who is more vigorous,
correct, and polished, than Dr. Johnson, in the few
poetical compositions which he has left? Whatever
may be thought of his claims to originality of genius,
no person who reads his verses can deny, that he pos-
sessed a sound taste in thie specics of composition ; and
yet, how wayward and pcrverse, in many instances, are
his decisions, when He sits in judgment on a political
adversary, or when he treads on the ashes of a departed
rival! 'To myself, (nuch as 1 admire his great and
various merits, both as a %eritic and & writer,) human
nature never appesrs in a more humiliating form, than
when 1 read his * Lives of the Pocts;” a performance
which exhibits & more faithful, cxpressive, and curious
picture of the author than all the portraits attempted by
his biogiaphers ; and which, in this point of view,
compensates fully by the moral lesson it may suggest, for
the eritical errors which it sanctions. The errors, alas!
are not such as any one who has perused his imitation
of Juvenal can place to the account sf a bad taste ; hut
such as had their root in weaknesses whielt a noble
mind would be still more unwilling to acknowledge, 1f
these observations are well founded, they seem to render
it somewhat doubtful, whether, in the different arts, the
most successful adventurers are likely to prove, in
matters of criticism, the safest guides ; although Pope
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sppears o have considered the censorial suthority ae
their exclusive prerogative s ~—
# Let such teach othars, who themselves excel,
And censure freely who have wnitien well.”

694. Byron on the “ Vanity of Human Wishes.”

Read Johnson's * Vanity of Human Wighes*— all
the examples and node of giving them sublime, as well
as the latter part, with the exception of an occasional
couplet. 1 do not so much adinire the apening. I re-
member an observation of S8harp's (the Conversationist,
88 he was called in London, and a very clever man)
that the first line of this poem was superfluans, and
that Pope (the best of poets, as I think) would have
begun at once, only changing the punctuation -

“ Survey mankind from China to Peru,”

The former line, ¢ Let obsetvation,” &c. is certainly
heavy and wuseless. But tis 2 grand poers — and so
true ! —true as the tenth of Juvensl himself. The
lapsc of ages changes all things — time — languege —
the earth — the bounds of the sea — the stars of the
shy, and every thing * about, around, and underneath”
man, except man himelf, who has always been, and
always will be, an unlucky rascal. The infinite variety
of lives conduct but to death, and the infinity of wishes
lead but to disappointment. (Life and Works, vol. ¥
p. 66.)
695. Byron on the ** Livee of the Poets.”

Johnson strips many a leaf from every laurel. 8tll,
his « Lives of the Poets” is the finest critical work
extant, and ean never he read without instraction and
delight, The opinion of that trly great man, whom
it is the present fashion to decry, will ever be received
by me with that deference which tinre will restore to
him from all. (Tbid. val. vi.sp.s76.)

x
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G96. Sir Wuiter Scott on Johnson.

Johnson's lshorious and distinguished career ter-
minated in 1784, when virtue was deprived of a steady
supporter, socicty of a brilliant ornament, and literature
of a successful cultivator. The latter part of his life
was honoured with general applause, for none was more
fortunate in obtaining and preserving the friendship of
the wise and the worthy. Thus loved and vcnerated,
Johnson might have beem pronounced happy. But
Ileaven, in whose eyes strength is weakness, permitted
his faculties to be clouded occasionally with that morbid
affection of the spirits, which disgraced his talents by
prejudices, and his manners-by rudeness.

Vhen we consider the rank which Dr.Johnson
held, not only in literature, but in society, we cannot
help figuring him to ourselves as the benevolent giant
of some fairy tale, whose kindnesses and courtesies are
still mingled with a part of the rugged ferocity imputed
to the fabulous sons of Anak ; or rather, perhaps, like
a Roman dictatory fetched from his farm, whose wisdom
and heroism still relished of his rustic ocoupation. And
there were tiines when, with all Johnson's wisdom, and
all his wit, this rudeness of disposition, and the sacri-
fices and supmissions which he wmsparingly exscted,
were so great, that even his, kind and devoted admirer,
Mrs. Thrale, seems at length to have thought that the
honour of being Johnson's hostess was almost counter-
balanced by the tax which he exacted on her time and
patience.

The cause of those deficiencies in temoper and man-
ners, was no ignorance of what was fit to be dome in
society, or how far each indiviflual ought to suppress
his own wishes in favour of those with whem he asso-
cjates ; for, theoretically, no man understood the rules
of good.breeding better than Dr. Johnson, or could act
more exattly in vonformity with them, when the high
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rank of those with whom he was in company for the
time required that he should put the necessary fon.
straint upon himself. But, during the greater part of
his lifo, he had been in s great measure a stranger to
the higher society, in which such restraint is necessary;
and it may be farrly presumed, that the indulgence of a
variety of little sclfish peculiarities, which it is the ob-
ject of good-breeding o suppress, became thus familiar
to bim. The consciousness of his own mental supe-
riority in most companies which he frequented, eon-
tributed to s dogmatism ; and when he had attmned
his eminence as a dictator in ltegature, like other po-
tentates, he was not averse to & display of his autherity:
resembling in this particular Swift, and one or fwo
other men of genius, who have had the bad taste to
imagine that their talents clevated them above observ~
ancc of the common rules of society. 1t must be also
remarked, that in Johnson'’s time, the literary society
of London was much more confined than at present,
and that he sat the Jupiter of a litte circle, sometimes
indeed nodding approbation, byt always prompt, on the
slightest contradiction, to launch the thunders of rebuke
and sarcasm. He was, in a word, despotic, and des-
potism will occasicnally lead the best dispositions into
unbecoming abuse of power. It is not likely that any
one will again enjoy, or have an opportunity of sbusing,
the singular degree of submiasion which was yendered
to Johnson by all around him. The unreserved com-
wunications of fricuds, rather than the spleen of ene-
mies, have occasioned his character being exposed in
all its shadows, as well as it lights. But those, when
summed and counted, amount only to 8 few narrow-
winded prejudices concerhing country and party, from
which few ardent tempers temain entitely free, an over-
zeal in politios, which is an ordinary sttribute of the
British character, snd some violences and solecisms in
suanners, which lefy hia talents, morals, and bencvolence,
¥ 4%
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alike unimpeachable. (Misoellaneous Prose Works
vol. iii. p. 267.)

697. Sir James Mackintosh on Johnson.

Dr. Johnson had a great influence on the taste and
opinions of his age, not only by the popularity of his
writings, but by that colloquial dictatorship which he
exercised for thirty years in the literary circles of the
capital. He was distinguished by vigorous understand-
ing and inflexible integrity. Ilis imagination was not’
more lively than was necessary to illustrate his maxims ;
his attainments in sciencc were inconsiderable, and in
learning, far from the first class; they chiefly con-
sisted in that sort of knowledge which a powerful mind
collects from miscellaneous reading, and 'various inter-
course with mankind. From the refinements of abstruse
speculation he was withheld partly, perhaps, by that
repugnance to such subtleties which much experience
often inspires, and partly also by a sccret drcad that
they might disturb those prejudices in which his mind
had found repose from the agitation of doubt. He was
& most sagacious and severely pure judge of the actions
and motives of men, and he was tempted by frequent
detection of imposture to indulge somewhat of that con.
temptuous scepticism, respecting the sincerity of delicate
and refined sentiments, which affected his whole cha-
racter as & man and writer.

In early youth he had resisted the most severe tests
of probity. Neither the extreme poverty, nor the un-
certain income, to which the virtue of so many men of
letters has yielded, even in the slightest degree weak-
ened his integrity, of lowered the dignity of his inde~
pendence,  His moral principles'(if the language may
be allowed) partook of the vigour of his nnderstanding.
He was conscientious, sincere, detérmined; snd his
pride wes 10 more then o steady consciousness of
superfority is the most valuable qualities of human
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nature : his friendships were not only firm but generous,
and tender beneath a rugged exterior : he wounded none
of those feelings which the habits of his life enabled
him to estimate; but he had become too hardened by
serious distress not to contract some disregard for those
miner delicacies, which become so keenly susceptible in
a calm and prosperous fortune.

He was a Tory, not without some propensities to-
wards Jacobitism, and bhigh churchman, with more at-
tachment to ecclesiastical authority, and a splendid
worslnp, than is quite consistent with the spirit of Pro.
testantism,  On these subjects he never permitted him-~
self to doubt, nor tolerated dufference of opinion in
others, The vigour of his understanding is no more
to be estimated by his opinions on subjects where it was
bound by lus prejudices, than the strength of a man's
body by the cffects of a Limb in fetters.

His conversation, which was one of the most power«
ful instruments of his extensive influence, was artificial,
dogmatical, sententious, and poignant, adapted with the
most adinirable versatility to every subject as it arose,
and distinguished by an almost unpaialleled power of
serious repartee.  He scems to have considered himself
as a sort of colloquial magistrate, who inflicted severe
punishment from just policy. ¥lis course of life led
him to treat those sensibilities, which such seventy
wounds, as fantastic and effeminate, and he entered
society too late to acquire those habits of politeness
which are a substitute for natural delicacy,

As a man, then, Johnson had & masculine under-
standjng, clouded on important subjects by prejudice; a
condliénce pure beyond the ordinary measurc of human
virtue ; a heart full of rugged benevolence, and a dis-
regayd ouly for those feelings in controversy or in con-
versation, of which he had not lesrnt the force, or
which he thought bimself obliged to wound. As a
wiiter, be is memorable as one of those who effect a
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change in the general style of & pation, and have vigour
enough to leave the stamp of their own pecuharities
upon their language.

In the progress of English style, three periods may
be easily distinguished. The first period extended
from Sir Thomas More tp Lord Clarendon. Du.ing
great part of this peniod, the style partook of the rude-
ness and fluctuation of an unfurmed language, in which
use had not yet determined the words that were to be
English. Writers had not yet dicovered the comhina-
tion of words which best suits the oniginal structure and
immutable constitution of our lanruage . where the
terms were English, the arrangement was Latin — the
exclusive language of learning, and that m waich every
truth in science, and every model of elega, ce was cou-
templated by youth. For a centmy anu a half, inefk (-
tual attempts were made to bend owr vulgar tongue to
the genius of the language supposed to be <uperior,
and the whole of this period, though not without 4
capricious mixture of coarse wliom, may be called the
Latin, or pedantic age, of our stye.

In the second period, which extended from the
Restoration to the muddle of the eighteenth century, a
series of wnters appeared, of less genius indeed than
their predecessors, but more successtul in their experi-
ments to discover the mode of writing most adapted to
the genius of the language. About the same period
thaet a similar change was cffected in France by Pascal,
they began to banish from style learned as well as vulgar
phrasevlogy, and to confine themselves to the part of
the language naturally used in general conversation by
w:mwd men. That middle region, which lies

vulgarity and pedantry, remains commonly un.
changed, while both extremes are equally condemned to
perpetual revolution. Thase who select words from
that permapent part of a language, and who arrange
thens acoprding to ite natural order, have discovered .the
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true secret of rendering their writings permanent, and
of preserving that rank among the classical writers of
their country, which men of greater intellectual power
nave failed to attain.  Of these writers, whose language
b not yet been slightly superannuated, Cowley was
probably the earliest, as Dryden and Addisen were as-
surcdly the gre atest.

The third period may be called the Rhetorical, and is
distinguisherd by the prevalence of a school of writers,
# which Johnson was the fonnder. The fundamental
¢haracte of the Rhetorical style is, that it employs un.
disgarsed art, whe'e classical writers appear only to
vhey the nupulse of a &ultivated and adorned nature,
A~ declanation is the fire of eloquence without its sub-
«tanee, 50 rhetoric consists in the forms of eloquence
without its spirit. In the schools of the rhetorician,
every ornament of composition is made by a rule ;
where «enaments are uatural, the feeling from which
whey spring. if it be tempered, performs the office of
taste, by regulating their number, and adapting them to
the occasion ; but those who fabricate them by rule
without this natwm a1 regulator, have no sceurity against
anseasonable and undistinguishung profusion. These
writers have not the varety of nature, but the unifor-
mity of a Dutch gutden )

As the English classical writers had been led by the
nature of their .ubjects as well as the bent of their
genius, to cultivate a temperate elegance, rather than to
emulaie the energy and grandeur of their less polishea
predecessors, so Johnson and his followers, in their
attempt (which waa partly successful) to impart more
vigour and dignity to the general style, veceded so far
from vulgarity as to lose all ease and variety, and so
exclusively preferred torms of Latin origin as to sacri-
fice all that part of the English language on which its
peculiar character dopends. With Latin words they
attempted also the renewal of those inversions and invo-
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Jutions which the syntax of that lan allows, but
whidh, after a vein effort of a century, had been ba-
nished from ours. All their words were thrown into
one mould, and their periods came up in the same
shape. As the mind of Johnson was robust, but neither
hirmble nor giaceful, so his style, though sometimes
significant, nervous, and even majestic, was void of all
grace and ease, and being the most unlike of all styles
to the natural effusion of a cultivated mind, had the
least pretensions to the praise of eloquence. During
the period, now near a close, in which he was a favourite
model, a stiff symmetry and tedious monotony succeeded
to that various music with whi®h the taste of Addison
diversified his periods, and to that natural imagery
which the latter's besutiful genius seemed with graceful
negligence to scatter over his composition. They who
had not fancy enough to be ornamental, sought to dis-
tinguish themselves by being artificial; and, though
there were some illustrious exceptions, the gencral style
had all those marks of corrupt taste which Johnson
himself had so well satinsed in his commendation of
the prose of Dryden, and of which he has admirably
represented the opposite in his excellent criticism on
Addison. His earlier wrntings abound most with ex.
amples of these fuults of style. Many of his Latin
words in an English shape no imitator has ventured to
adopt ; others have already dropped from the lapguage,
and will soon be known only in Dictionaries.

Some heaviness and weariness must be felt by most
veaders at the perusal of essays on life and manners,
written like the © Rambler ;” but it ought never to be
forgotten, that the two most popular writers of the

th oeptury, Addieon and Johnson, were mch
teachers of virtue, that their writings may be
numbeted among the causes which, in an important de-
, thve contributed to preserve and to improve the

of the British nation.



MACRINTOSH. 178

s Dictionary, though distinguished neither by the
philosophy nor by the erndition which illustrate the
origin and lstory of words, is a noble monument of
his powers and his literary knowledge, and even of his
industry, though it betrays frequent symptoms of that
constrtutional indolence which must have so often over-
powered him in g0 immense a labour.

Towards the end of his hfe, when intercourse with the
world had considerably softened his style, he published
his < Lives of the English Poets,” a work of which the
subject insures populanty, and on which his fame
probably now depends. He sceme to have powed
mto 1t the misccllaneous infornation which he had
collieted, and the hterary opmnions which he had
formed, duuing his long reign over the literature of
London. The crnitical part has produced the warmest
agitations of litcrary faction. The time may, peihaps
now be arrived for an impartial estimate of its merits,
Whenever understandimg alone is sufficient for poetical
eriticism, the decisions of Johnson are gengrally right.
But the beauties of poetry must be felt before their
causes are investigated. There is a poetical sensibility
which, in the progress of the mind, becomes as distinct
& power as a musical ear or a picturesque eye. With-
out a considerable degree of this senmbility, 1t 18 as vain
for a man of the greatest understandmg to spesk of the
higher beautics of poetry, as it is for a bhnd man to
speak of colours. To adopt the warmest sentiments of

» to realise 1ts boldest imagery, to yield to every
impulse of enthusiasm, tp submit to the illusions of
fancy, to vetire with the poet into his ideal worlds, were
dispositions wholly foreign from the worldly sagacity and
stern shrewdness of Johngon.... If this unpoetical
character be considered, if the foroe of prejudice be
estimated, if we bear in mind that in this work of his
old age we must expect to find him enamonred of every
paradox which he had supported with brilliant wuccess,
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it dist ph old man seldom warmly admires thise
winlls whith bave appesred eince his sensibility has
Tedwre w, and his literary system formed, we
riadl be 40 socount for most of the unjust judg-
voeiatw of Johnson, without resourse to any suppositions
supbusistens with honesty and integrity.

As in his jadgment of life and charscter, so in his
exiticiim on peetry, he was a sort of Freethinker., He
wuspacted the refined of affectation, he rejected the en-
thusisstic as absurd, and he took it for granted that the
mysierious was unintelligible. He came into the world
when the school of Dryden and Pope gave the law to
English poetry. Ia that echool he had himself learned
to be a lofty and vigorous declaimer in harmonious
vérse ; beyond that school his unforced admiration
perhaps scarcely soared ; and his highest effort of eriti-
tism was accordingly the noble panegyric on Dryden.
His cviticlsm owed its popularity ss much to its defects
ie to its excellences. 1t was om a level with the ma-
Jotity of readers — persons of good sense and informa-
tion, but of 'no exquisise sensibility ; and to their minds
it derived a falec appearance of solidity from that very

which excluded those grander efforts of
iuaﬁr;ﬁon to which Aristotle and .Bacon confined the
" Among the victories gained by Milton, one of the
et signal is that which he obtained over all the pre-
‘§wilives of Johnson, who was compelled to make a most
vigorous, though evidently reluctant, effort to do justice
the fame and genius of the grestest of English poets.
The dlaerity with which he seeks every ottesion %
“1! from this painful duty in observation upon Mil-
s Life and uﬁf-” Poerys, sufficiendy attest the irve-

&v«vf“!‘mﬂum” As he had no feels
of #ke lively dnd geaceful, we must not wonder at

*injushize 0 Prisr. Some accidental impresiion,
ing wyth & long habit of jhdulging and vemting '

!

0y
1

1
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every singularity, seema smecexsary 0 socoimt for his
having forgotten that Swift was a wit. As the Seadong
appeared during the susceptible part of Johmséu's Rés,
his admiration of Thompson prevailed, over that luds.
crons prejudice which he professed agmnst Scotland,
perhaps because 1t was a Presbyterian countty, His
msensibility to the higher order of poetry, lus dislike of
2 Whig umiversity, and his scorn of a fantastic character »
combined to produce that monstrons example of critical
injustice which he enntles the Life of Gray.

Such 18 the character wlich may be bestowed on
Johnson by thove who feel & profound reverence for hiy
virtucs, and # respect appioaching to admiration for hud
mtellectual powers, without adopting his prejudices, or
being imsensible to his defects, %Jsllemmﬂ of Sir James
Miehintosh, 18 35, vol u. p. 166.)

G9B  Johnson's Emtaph on Mr. Thralke.

Of his departed friend (says Dr, Anderson), Johnson
has given a true character m a Latin epitaph, mscibed
on Jus monument 1 Htreatham church, Bemdes the
c«xample of affecting gratitude which 1t records, it 18 pre«
served here as an ustance of the faclity with which the
heart ot a friend finds topics of prase, to endear s
worthy man to posterity, without falsehood or adulation,
The morahty of the conclusion is strilung and instruc.
Qve ; ——

o Inthe same tomb Lie interrod hus futher, Ralph Thrale, o
man of vigour and activity, and his only son, Henry, who ded,
before his father, azed ten vears,  [hus 2 heppy and opulent
family, raised by the grandtather, and sugmented by the fsther,
became extinguished with the grandson.  Go, reada , and, Tor
flecung on the vicissitudes of all hutman uffairs, meditate on
etermuty ' *

ra—————
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e canditur quod rehquum est
Hewnsacr Turare,
Quu res s¢u crviles, sen domesticas, ita egrt,
Ut vitam 1b longiorem mult: optarent ;
Ita sacras,
Ut quam brevem esset habiturus priescire videretur ,
Simplex, apertus, sibique semper sumihs
Nshil ostentavit aut arte fictum aut cur«
Elaboratum.
In senatu, reg: patrimque
Fideliter studuit ;
Vulg obstrepentis contemptor animosus,
Domi mter mille mercatura. negoua
Laterarum elegantiam mimmé neglexit.
Amicis quocunque modo laborantibus
Concilus, auctoritate, muni ribus, adfuit.
Inter farmhares, comitcs, conyivas, hospites,
Tam facls furt morum snavitate
Ut ommum animos ad s¢ allicerct,
Tam fehic1 sermonis hbertate
Ut nulli adulatus, omaibus placeret,
Natus 172¢. Obut 1751, -
Consortes tumuli habet Rodolphum patiem, sticnuum
Fortemque virum, et Henricum filum vnicum,
Quem sper parentum mots opina decennem pra npuit

Ita
Domus felie et opulenta, quam erexit
Avus, auxitque pafer, cum nepote deadit.
At Viator!
Et vicibus rerum Jhumanarum perspoctis,

Zternitatem vogits !

699. Johnson's Eptaph on hes Father, Mother, and
Brother.

A few days before his death Johnson composed the
llowing epitaph for hus father, mother, agd brother;
and wrote to Mr. Green, of Lichfield, desring that it
might be  engraved on a stome, deep, massy, and

*



JOHNSONIANA. "7

hard,” lad on:hemmofmmt,mdn
mddle aisle of St. Michael's chursh ;
nught be done while he was N‘llm"‘ (“

t—— apinoy

H.8. E
MicHam Jounson,
Vir impavidus, constans, ammosus, periculorum immemor, la-
borum patientissimus; fiducia christiana fortis, fervidusque,
pater-famihas apprime strenuus, bibliopola edmodum pentus
monte et ibns et regots exculta, ammo s firmo, ut, rebus
adveras diu conflicitus, nec s nec sms defuent lingua se
temperata, ut e1 mhil quod aures, vel pias, vel castay Lmsiwet,
aut dolor, vel volupias unquam expreuserit,
Natus Cublew=, in agro Detbiens:, Anno 1656
Obut 1731

Appaosita est Sana, conjux.
Antiqua Forooaowm gente onupda , quam dom sedulam, foris
paucis notam , nolli molestam, ments acumine et judicn sub-
tilitate pra.ccllentem, slus multum, sibi parum mdulgr utem
Ztornitati semper attentam, omne fere virtutis nomun comn-
mendavit.
Nata Nortoma Regs, in agro Varvicens,, Anno 1869,
Obart 1759,

Cum Naraanarvrz llorum filio, qui natus 1712, cum vires et
auimi, et corporis multa pollicerentur, Anno 1787, nitam brevem

Ppia morte fimvit,
700. Buste of Joknson and Garrick in Lwlgﬁdd
Cathedral,

In the Dean’s consstory court, adjoning the south
transept of the cathedrel church of Lichfield, a bust has
beep ercoted, with the following mscription . —

(1) [See ans?, Vol. VIIL p. 391.]
YOL X, ~
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o The Friends of Saxuxr Jomwson, rr.n,
A native of Lichfield,
Erected this Monument,
As a tribute of re<pect to the memory of
A man of extensive learnmg,
A disingwished moral writer, and a sincere Christian.
He died the 18th of December, 1784, aged 75 years.

Near it is a similar bust of Garrick, erected by his
relict, after a design of the same artists, Wyatt, archi-
tect, and Westmacott, sculptor, with the following in-
scription, combining the desiderium chari conjugis, with
Johnson's emphatic eulogy on the dramatic talents of
his deceased friend : —

Eva Magia, relict of Davin GArrick, Fiq.
caused this monument to be erected to the memory
of her beloved husband ;
who died the 20th of January, 1779, aged 63 years.
e had not onty the amiable qualities of private hie,
but such astonishing dramatic talents,

85 too well ver1fed the observation of his friend,

+ His death eclipsed the gaety of natrons,
and impovenshed the public stock of harmless pleasure.”

701, Further Anecdotes of Johnson's Parents,

OF Michael Johnson little is generally known, beyond
the fact that he was a tradesman at Lichfield ; and no
attempt has hitherto been made to bring into one point
the few particulars concerning him that lie scattered
through various volumes. Yet this would appear to be
a mark of respect due, if not to his own merit, to that
of his admirable son ; and in the hope that it may in-
cite some one to undertake a more imshed compusition,
the sabjoined outline of a memoir has been compiled,

He was 2 native of Derbyshire; but of origin so ob-
scare, that Dr. Johnson once said to Boswell, ** ¥ have
great merit in being zealous for the honours of birth
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for I can hardly tell who was my grandfather.” He
married, at & somewhat advanced age, one Sarsh Fora,
oy whom he had two sons ; but the period of his set-
tling at Lichfield is doubtful, though it certainly was
some time prior to the close of the seventeenth century,
as I find his name anno 1687, in & list of subscribers
to a fund for recasting the bells of the Cathedral, to
wards which he contributed 10s. In 1709 he was
sheriff of the city; and in the same year was born his
celebrated son, whose baptism is thus recorded in the
Register of St. Michsel's Church :—

¢« Sept. 17. 1709, Samuel, son of Michael Johnsq'm, Gent,
baptized.”

One of his godfathers was Dr. Swinfen, a physician
of the city. Three years after, the baptism of his bro-
ther is thus entered in the same Register ;: —

« Qct. 14, 1712, Nathaniel, son of Mr. Michael Johnson,
baptiged,”

The circumstances of Michael Johnson appear to
have been for many years extremely narrow ; but by
untiring industry, he at length acquired some little pro.
perty, which he lost by speculating in the manufacture
of parchment, and becamme a bankrupt in 1731, while
his son Samuel was at Oxford. The generous assistance
which on this occasion he received from various quar-
ters, seems to prove that his character was held in great
esteerp. Dr, Johnson told Sir Jobn Hawkins that,
amongst others, Mr. Innys, bookseller of St. Paul’s
Church-yard, was.a material friend ; “ and this,” said
he, ** I consider as an obligation on me to be grateful
to his descendants,” to whom he accordingly bequeathed
200L Soonm after his imsolvency took place, Michael
ied, and the sum of 20/ was all that his son received

from the produce of his effects, ’

It is o fact but litgle hﬂ;n, and which escaped the
! b
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industrious inquiry of Boswell, that during the two
yeats which he paseod at home, before proceeding to
Oxford, Dr. Johnson was engaged in learning his
futher's business. The “ Short Account of Lichfield,”
4819, says that  books of his binding are still extant
in that city.” It was at this period, I presume, that
in a fit of pride he once refused obedience to his father,
who desired him to attend the book-stall at Uttoxeter
market ; 1n contrition for which, towards the close of
his life, (as he told the Rev. H., White,) he repaired
to the spot, and stood for a considerable time bareheaded
an the rain, by way of expiatory penance.

Michael Johnson's practice of visiting the market
towns of Staffordshire and the adjoining counties, to
dispose of his books, has elready been mentioned. (1)
‘The house at the corner of Sadler Strect, Lichfield,
in which Michael Johnson resided, and in which Ssmuel
was born, is still standing. Views of it oceur in the
Gentleman’s Magazine, February, 1785 ; in the * Short
Account of Liclifield,” above mentioned ; and in various
other works. It was built by Michael Johnson on land
belonging to the Corporation, in whose records there
appears this entry, under date 13th July, 1708 :—

s Agreed that Mr. Michael Johnson, bookseller, have a Jease

of his encroachment of his house in Sadler Street and Women's
Cheaping, for forty years, at 2. 6d. per annom.”

Boswell has preserved the particulars of a proeeeding,
in which the bailiffs and citizens, to their great honour,
on the expiration of & second lease in 1767, resolved
that it should be renewed to Dr, Johnson for & further
terms of ninety years, at the old rent, and without pay.
ment of any fine.

. After her husband’'s decesse, Johnson's mother con
tinued the business, though of course on & mare con-
i

(1) Bee VoL.I. p. 514,
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tracted scale. Among the names of subscribers to the
¢ Harleian Miscellany,” there occurs that of * Sarah
Johnson, bookseller, in Lichfield.” The humble na~
ture of her establishment may be gathered from a pas-
sage in Miss Seward’s Correspondence, where she says
of Luey Porter, * from the age of twenty she boarded
in Lichfield, with Dr. Johnson's mother, who still kept
that bookseller's shop, by which her husband supplied
the scanty mesns of existence. Meantime, Lucy kept
the best company of our little city, but would make no
engagement on market-days, lest granny, as she called
Mrs. Johnson, should catch cold by serving in the shop.
There Lucy Porter took her place, standing behind the
counter, nor thought it a disgrace to thank a poor per-
son who purchased from her a penny battledore,” One
of Lucy’s brothers subsequently bequeathed her a hand-
some property, with part of which che built herself a
commodious house in Tamworth Street, Lichfield, where
she ended her days, in January' 1796, aged 70 years,
and lies buried in the Church of St. Chad. (Gent.
Mag,, Oct. 1829.)

702, Singular Misquotation.

There is a curious error in Dr. Johnson's Dictionary
which has not hitherto been noticed. It occurs in De-
Sinition 18. of the verb ¢ To sit,” and pervades every
edition ‘that I have yet seen, even Mr. Todd’s. “* Asues
sre ye ‘that sit in judgement. Judges, v. 10.” The
verse is — “* Speak, ye that ride on white asses, ye that
sit in judgment, and walk by the way.” Were not-Dr.
Johnson’s reverence for the Scriptures too well known

. to allow us to imagine that he would wilfully pervert
them ; we might suppose that he, who gave the defini-
tién of Excise and Renegado, had*intended, by antici-
pation, $o express his opinion of the censure of his

erjtics. "
N 3.
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Parr XXXI1IIL

JEUX D'ESPRIT ON JOHNSON'S BlO-
GRAPHERS,

No. 1.—LI'SSON IN BIOGRAPHY;

OR, HOW 10 WRITE THE LIFE OF ONE'S PRIEND,
An Ertract from the Lave or Dx. Pozs, in ten volumes folo,
wratlen by James Bozz, Esg., who FLOURISHED wath ki near
Afty years.
By Arcxanper Caanmers, Esq. (')

We dined at the chop-house. Dr. Pozz was this day
very wnstructive. We talhed of buoks. I mentioned
the History of Tammy Trip. 1 raid it was a great
work. Puzz. “ Yes, Sir, it is a great work ; but, Sir,
it is & great work relatively ; it was a great work to
you when you was a little hoy : but now, Sir, you are a
great man, and Tommy Trip is a little boy.” I felt
somewhat hurt at this comparison, and 1 helieve he pet-
ceived it; for, as he was squeesing a Jemon, he said,
* Never be affronted at a comparison. I have been
compared to many things, but I never was affronted.
No, 8ir, if they would call me a dog, and you & ca-
nister tied to my tail, I would nat be affronted.”
Cheered by this kind mention of me, though in such
a situation, T asked him what he thought of & friend of

Among the numerous parodies and jewr desprit which
{! )Bowen% wurknu uced, this pleasantry from the pen of
. Alexander Chalmers, which appeared in the penodicul
o plossemtry, b & fur Gt of uess of the ghicy
ploasa ut a far some e
;am of lhcwm —C.
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ours, who was always making comparisons. Pozz.
< Sir, that fellow bas a simile for every thing but Him-
self. "X knew him when he kept a shop: he then made
money, Bir, and now he makes comparisons, Sir, he
would say that you and 1 were two figs stuck together ;
two figs in adhesion, Sir ; and then he would laugh.”
Bozz. ¢ But have,not some great writers determined
that comparisons are now and then odious ¥ Pozz.
¢ No, S8ir, not odious in themselves, not odious as com-
parisons ; the fellows who make them are odions. The
Whigs make comparisons.” :

We supped that evening at his house. I showed
him some lines I had iade upon a pair of breeches.
Pozz. * 8ir, the lines are good ; but where could you
find such a subject in your cogntry ?” Bozz. * There-
fore it is a proof of invention, which is a characteristic
of poetry.” Pozz.  Yes, 8ir, but an invention which
few of your countrymen can enjoy.” I reflected after-
wards on the depth of this remark: it affords a proof of
that acuteness which he displayed in every branch
of literature. I asked him if he approved of green
spectacles P Pozs. ““ As to green spectacles, Sir, the
question seems to be this: if 1 wore green spectacles, it
would be because they assisted vision, or because I liked
them, Now, Sir, if a man tells me he does not like
green spectacles, and that they hurt his eyes, I would
not comapel him to wear them. No, Sir, 1 would
dissuade him.” A few months after, I consulted him
again on this subject, and hé honoured me with a letter,
in which he gives the same opinion, * It will be found
in its proper ‘place, Vol. V1. p. 2789, I have thought
much on this subject, and must confess that in such
matters 8 man ought to be a free moral agent.

Next day I left town, and was absent for six weeks
three days, snd seven hours, as I find by a memoran-
dum ‘in ‘my jourpal. In this tinre I had only one
letter from bimn, which is ae follows: v

‘w4
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. «TO JAMES BOZZ, ESQ.

¢ Dzax 8in, — My bowels have been very bad. DPray buy
me sore Turkey rhubarb, and bring with you a copy of your
« Tour.'

< Write to me soon, and write to me often. 1 am, dear Sir,

vours, affectionately, Sau. Poz,"

It would have been unpardonzble to have omitted a
letter like this, in which we see so much of his
great and illuminated mind. On my return to town,
we met again at the chop-house. We bad much con-
versation to-day: his wit flashed like lightning: indeed,
there is not one hour of my present life in which I do
not profit by some of his valuable communications.

We talked of wind. J said I knew many persons
much distressed with that complaint. Pozz. Yes, Sir,
when confined, when pent up.” 1 said 1 did not know
that, but 1 questioned if the Romans ever knew it.
Pozz. * Yes, 8ir, the Romans knew it.” Bozz. « Livy
does not mention it.”" Pozz. *“No, 8ir, Livy wrote
Ristory, Livy was not wnting the Life of a Friend.”

On medical subjects his knowledge was immense. He
told me of a friend of ours who had just been attacked
by & most dreadful complaint: he had entirely lost the
use of his limbs, so that he could neither stand nor walk,
unless supported ; his speech was quite gone ; his eyes
were much swollen, and every vein distended, yet his
face was rather pale, and his extremities cold; his pulse
beat 160 in a minute, I said, with tenderness, that I
would go and seé him ; and, said ¥, * 8ir, I will take
Dr. Bolus with me.” Pozz. * No, Sir, don't go.” I was
startled, for I knew his compassionate heart, and
ehrnestly asked why ?  Pozz. *“8ir, you don’t know his
theorder.” Bozz. * Pray what is it?” Pozz. <Sir,
the man is — déad drunk /" This explsnation threw
“me ipto a violent it of laughter, in which he joined me,
rolling about as he used to do when he enjoyed a joke ;



JEUX D'BSPRIT.—— CHALMERS. 185

but he afterwards checked me. Pozz. “ Sir, you ought
not to laugh at what I said. Sir, he who laughe at
what another man says, will soon learn to laugh.at that
other man. 8ir, you should laugh only at your own
jokes ; you should langh eeldom.”

We talked of a friend of ours who was a very violent
politician. 1 said I did not like his company, Pozz.
¢ No, Bir, he is not healthy ; be is sore, 8ir; his mind
is ulcerated ; he has a political whitlow ; Sir, you can«
not touch him without giving him pain. Sir, I would
not talk politics with that man; I would . talk of
cabbage and peas: Sir, I would ask him how he got
his corn in, and whether his wife was with child ; but
1 would not talk politics.” Bozz. “ But  Sir,
he would talk of nothing else.”” Pozz. “ Then, Sir, it is
plain what he would do.” On my very eamestly in-
quiring what that was, Dr, Pozz answered, * Sir, he
would let it alone.”

I mentioned a tradesman who had lately set up his
coach. Pozz, ¢ He is right, Sir ; a man who would go
on swimmingly cannot get too soon off' his legs. That
man keeps his coach. Now, Sir, a coach is better than
a chaige, Sir — it is better than a chariot.” Bozz.
“ Why, . 8ir?” Pozz. * Sir, it will hold more.” I
begged he would repeat this, that I might remember
it, and he complied with great good humour. “Dr.
Pozz,” said I, “ you ought to keep a coach.” Pozz.
“Yes, 8ir, I ought.” Bozz. “But you do not, and
that has often surprised me.” Bozz. * Surprised you!
There, Sir, is another prejudice of sbsurdity. Sir, you
ought to be surprised at nothing, A man that has lived
half your days ought to be above all surprisg. Sir, it
is a rule with me never to be surprised. It is mere
gnorance ; you cannot guess why I do not keep a coach,
and you are surprised. Now, Sir, if you did know, you
would net be surprised.” . 1 said, tenderly, I liopg
any dear 8ir, you will let me know before I leave town,
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Posz. “ Yes, Sir, you shall know now. You shall not
g0 %o Mr. Wilkins, and to Mr. Jenkins, and to Mr.
Stubbs, and say, why does not Pozz keep a coach? T
will tell you myeelf — Sir, I can’t afford it.”

We talked of drinking. I asked him whether, in
the course of his long and valuable life, he had not
known some men who drank more than they could
bear? Pozz. “Yes, Sir; and then, 8ir, nobody could
bear them. A man who is drunk, Sir, is a very foolish
fellow.” Bozz. ° But, Sir, as the poet says, ‘he is
devoid of all care.”” Pozz. “Yes, Sir, he cares for
nobody ; he has none of the cares of life: he cannot be
a hant, Sir, for he cannot write his name ; he can-
not Ufa politician, Sir, for he cannot talk ; he cannet
be an artist, Sir, for he cannot see ; and yet, 8ir, there
is science in drinking.” Bozz. I suppose you mean
that & man ought to know what he drinks.” Pozz. *“ No,
Sir, to know what one drinks is nothing; but the
science consists of three parts. Now, Sir, were I w0
drink wine, I should wish to know them all ; 1 should
wish 20, know when I had oo little, when 1 had engugh,
and when I had too much. There is our friend
S4s9a8¢ (mentioning a gentleman of our acquaint-
ance) ; he knows when he has too little, and when he
has too much, but he knows not when hehuenmgh‘
Now, Sir, thst is the science of drinking, to know when
ome has enough.”

Wetalkadthudlyontunetyof topws,bmlﬁnd
very few memorandums in my jowrnal, Onp small beer,
besaid it was flatulent liquor. He dmpyrovedofthue
who deny the utility of absolute power, and seemed to he
-offended with 3 friend of curs who would always, have
his eggs posched. Sign.posts, he observed, had dege-

nerated within his memory ; and he particularly found
mmahthemdof the « Beggar's Opers.” 1 en-
deavoured to defend a work which had afforded me so
mugh plegsure, but esuld hot mastex that strength of mind
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with which he argued ; and it was with great satisfac-
tion that he communicated to me afterwards 8 method
of curing corns by applying a piece of oiled eilk. In
the early history of the world, he preferred Bir Isaac
Newton’s Chronology ; but as they gave employment to
useful artisans, he did not diglike the large buckles then
coming into nee,

Next day we dined at the Mitre. I mentioned
gpirits. Pozz.  Sir, there is a8 much evidence for the
existence of spirits as against it. You may not believe
it, but you cannot deny it.” I told him that my great
grandmother once saw a spirit. He asked me to relate
it, which I did very minutely, while he listened with
profound attention. When I mentioned that thé spirit
once appeared in the shape of a shoulder of mutton,
and another time in that of a tea-pot, he interrupted
me : — Pozz, ¢ There, Sir, is the point; the evidence
is good, but the scheme is defective in consistency. We
cannot deny that the spirit appeared*in these shapes ;
but then we cannot reconcile them. What has a tea-
pot to do with a shonlder of mutton? Neither is it a
terrific object. There is nothing contemperaneous.
Sir, these are objects which are not seen at the same
time nor in the samo place.” Bozz. 1 think, Sir,
that old women in general are used to see ghosts.”
Pozz. “ Yes, 8ir, and their conversation is full of the
subject: I would have an old woman to record such
conversations ; their loquacity tends to minuteness,”

We talked of & person who bad a very bad character.
Pozz. “Sir, he is a scoundrel.” Bozz. “I hate a
scoundrel.” " Pozz. * There you are wrong: don’t hate
sooundrels,  Bcoundrels, Rir, are useful. There are
many things we cannot do without scoundrels. I would
nat choose to keep company with scoundrels, but some-
thing may be got from them.” Bozz, * Are not
scoundrels generally foola ? ¥ Pozz. « No, Sir, they are
not. A scoundrel must be a clever fellow ; he must know
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many things of which a fool is ignorant. Any man may
be £ fool. I think a good book might be made out of
scoundrels. 1 would have a Biographia Flagitiosa, the
Lives of Eminent Scoundrels, from the earliest accounts
to the present day.” I mentioned hanging: I thought
it & very awkward situation. Pozz. “ No, Sir, hanging
is not an awhward situation ; it is proper, Sir, that a
man whose actions tend towards flagitious obliquity
should appear perpendicular at last.” I told him that ]
had lately been in company with some gentlemen, every
one of whom could recollect rome friend or other who
had been hanged. Pozz. * Yes, Bir, that is the casiest
way. We know those who have been hanged ; we can
recollect that: but we cannot number those who de-
serve it; it would not be decorous, Sir, in 8 mixed
company. No, Sir, that is one of the few things which
we are compelled to think.”

Our regard for literary property (') prevents our
making a larger extract from the above important work.
We have, however, we hope, given such passages as will
tend to impress our readers with a high idea of this vast
undertaking. — Note by the Author.

(1) This alludes to the jealousy abont copyright, which
Mr. Boswell carned so fnrdm h:{ctuuﬂ ptlnm separately,
and entercd at Stationers’ Hall, Johnson's Letter to Lord Ches~
terfield (ant3, VoL 1L p.7.), and the Aecount of Johnson's
Conversation with George Y11, at Buckingham House &Vol.
111 p.19.), to prevent ns rivals making use of thet, ==,
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No. IL.— DR. JOHNSON'S GHOST.
[ From the Gentieman's Magazine, Vol. Ivi. p. 427.3

* Twas at the solemn hour of night,
‘When men and spirits meet,

That Jorrsox, huge majestiz sprite,
Repair'd to Boswell's feet.

His face was like the full-orb’d moon
Wrapt in a threatening cloud,

That hrdes the tempest bursting soon,

- Ana winds that bluster loud.  °

Terrific was his angry look,
His pendent eyebrows frown'd 3
Thrice in his hand he wav'd a book,
Then dash'd it on the ground.

% Behold,” he ery'd, ¢ perfidious man !}
This object of my rage :
Bethink thee of the sordid plan
That form'd this veoal page.

« Was it to make this base record,
That you my friendship sought ;
Thus to retain each vagrant word,
Each undigested thought ?

« Dar st tmoun pretend that, meaning praiws,
‘Thou seek’st to raise my name ;
‘When all thy babbling pen betrays
But gives me churlish fame ?

% Do readers in these annals trace
The man that's wise and good ?
No! — rather oue of savage race,
' Hliib'ral, fierce, and rude:
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¢ A traveller, whose discontent.
. No kindness can appease;
‘Who finds for spleen perpetual vent
In all he hears and sees :

“ One whose ingratitude displays
The most ungracious guest ;
Who hospitality repays
With bitter, biting jest.

% Ah! would, as o’er the hills we sped,
And climb’d the sterile rocks,
Some vengeful stone had struck thee deaa,
Or steeple, spar'd by Knox!

“ Thy adulation now 1 see,
And all its schemes unfold :
Thy av'rice, Boswell, cherish’d me,
To turn me into gald.

¢ So keupers guard the beasts they show,
And for their wauts provide ;
Attend their steps where'er they go,
And travel by their side.

¢ Q! were it not that, decp and low,
Beyoud thy reach I'm laid,”
Rapacious Boswell had ere now
Jonxson 2 mummy made.”

He ceasd. and stalk'd from Boswell’s sight
Wiin fierce indignant mien,

Scornful as Ajux’ sullen sprite,
By sage Ulysses seen.

Dead paleness-Boswell's cheek o'ersproad,
His limbs with horror shook : NN
. With trembling haste he left his bed,
And burnt his fatal book.. :
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And thrice he call'd on Jomxsox's name,
Forgiveness to i !

Then thrice repeated — ¢ injured fame!™’
And word — wrote nevey more.

Nu. 11L.—A POSTHUMOUS WORK OF S. JOHN-
SON.

AN Ope.  Arnw 15. 1786,
By Gromas Conman, Ese.

Sr. Paul’s deep bell, from stately tow'r,

Had sounded once and twice the hour,
Blue burnt the midnight taper ;

Hags their dork spells o'er cauldron brew'a,

While Sons of Ink their work pursu'd,
Printing the Morning Yaper.

Say, Herald, Chrenicle, or Post,
Which then beheld great Jouxsox's Glost,
Grim, horrible, and squalid ?
Compositors their letters dropt,
Pressmen their groaning engine stopt,
And Devils all grew pallid.

Enough! the Spectre eried; Enough!

No more of your fugacious stuff, ~ .
Trite Anecdotes and Stories ;

Rude Mertyrs of Sam. Jonxsex's name,

You rob him. of his ionest fame,

© And tarnish all his glories.
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First in the futile tribe is seen
Tom Tyxrs in the Magaine,
That teazer of Apollo!
With goose-quill be, like desperste knite,
Slices, as Vauxhall beef, my life,
And calls the town to swallow.

The ery once up, the Dogs of News,
Who hunt for paragraphs the stews,
Yelp out JounsoNtama !
Their nauseous praise but moves my bile.
Like Tartar, Carduus, Camomile,
Or Ipecacuauba.

Next BoswerLr comes (for 't was my lot
To find at last one honest Scat)
‘With constitutional vivacity ;
Yet gairulous, he tells too wuch,
On fancied failings prone to touch,
With sedulous loquacity.

At length — Job’s patience it would tire —
Brew'd on my lees, comes TuraLx’s Entire,
Straining to draw my picture ;
For She a gommon-place-book kept,
Jomnsox at Streatham dined and slept,
And who shall contradict her?

Turavrz, lost ‘mongst Fidlers and Sopranes,
‘With them play Fortes and Pvanos,

Adagio and Allegro!
I lovd Tararx's widow and Turarx’s wife «
But now, believe, to write my life

I'd rather trust my Negro. (1)

3 Hs biach servant.



JEUX D'ESPRIT.—— FETER PINDAR. 198"

I gave the Public works of merit,
Written with vigour, fraught with spirit ;
Applause crown'd all my lsbours;
But thy delusive pages speak
My palsied pow'rs, exbausted, weak,
The scoff of friends and ncighbours.

They speak me insolent and rude,

Ligbt, trivial, puerile, and erude,
The ehild of Pride and Vanity ;

Poor Tuscan-like Improvisation

Is but of Euglish sense castration,
And infantine inanity.

Such idle rhymes, like Sybil's loaves,

Kindly the seatt'ring wind receives ;
The gath'ver praves a scorner.

But hold!] I see the coming day!

— The Speetre said, and stalk'd away
To sleep in Poxr’s CorNex.

No. IV.—A POETICAL AND CONGRATULATORY
EPISTLE TO JAMES BOSWELL, ESQ.

On his Journal of a Tour to the Hebrides, with the celelrated
Dactor Johnson ;

By Perer Pixnag, Ese. (')

o Fadaaein olnsre xudos dgifas. Houge.

p—

O Boswzry, Bozzy, Bruce, whate'er thy name,
Thou mighty shark for aneodote and fame;
Thou jackall, leading lion Johnson forth,
To et M<Pherson ‘midst his netive North;
£61) Dr. Wolcot, published fn 1787,
YOL. X. ]
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To frighten grave professors with his roar,

And shake the Hobrides fram shore to shore —

Al hail ! — At length, ambitious Thane, thy rage,
To give one spatk to Fame's bespangled page,

Is amply gratified — a thousand eyes

Survey thy books with repture and surprise?

Loud, of thy Tour, a thousand tongues have spoken,
And wondered — that thy bones were never broken!

Trivmphant thou through Time's vast gulf shalt sail,
The pilot of our literary whale ;
Close to the classic Rambler shalt thou cling,
Close as a supple courtier to a king!
Fate shall not shake thee off, with all its power,
Stuck, like a bat to some old ivied tower.
Nay, though thy Johnson ne'er had blessed thy cyes,
Paoli’s deeds had raised thee to the skies!
Yes! his broad wing had raived thee (no bad hack)
A tom-tit, twittering on an eagle’s back.

Thou, curious scrapgponger, shalt live in song,
When death hath stll'd the rattle of thy tongue ;
Fven future babes to lisp thy name ahall learn,
And Bozzy join with Weod, and Toxmmy Heuarn,
Who drove the spiders from much prose and rbyme,
And snateh'd old storics from the jaws of time,

Sweet is thy page, T ween, that doth recita,
How thou and Johnson, arm in arm, one night,
Marshed through fair Edinburgh’s Pactolian showers,
‘Which Cloacina bountifully pours ;
Those gracious showers, that, fraught with fragrance, flow,
And gild, like gingerbread, the world below.
How sweetly grumbled, too, was Sam's remark,
© 1 small you, master Borzy, in the derk!®
Alag! bistorizns sre vonfounded dull,
A dim Bootis reigns in every akull;
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Merc beasts of burden, brohen-winded, slow,
Heuvy as dromedaries, on they ga,

Whilst thou, & Will-o'-wisp, a1¢ here, art there,
Wild darting coruscations every where.

What tasteless mouth can gupe, what eye can close,
What head can nod, o’er thy culiveping prose?
To others' works, the works of ¢thy inditing
Arve downright diamonds, to the cyes of whiting.
Think got I flatter thee, my fippant friend ;
For well I know, that flatiery would offend «
Yet honest pruise, I'm sure, thou wouldst not shan,
Born with a stomach to digest a tun !
‘Who can 1efuse a smile, that reads thy page,
Where surly Sam, wflamed with Torv rage,
Nassau husogunglrels, and with anger hig,
Swears, Whige are rogues, and every rogue a Whig?
Who will not, too, thy pen’s minutta hless,
That gives posterity the Rambler’s dress?
Methinks I view his full, plain suit of brown,
The large grey bushy wig, that graced his crown
Black woisted stockings, little silver buckles;
And shirt, that had no ruffies for bis knuckles.
1 mark the brown great-coat of cloth he wore,
That two huge Patagonian pockets bore,
Which Patagomans (wondrous to unfold ')
‘Would fairly both his Dictionaries hold.
1 see the Rambler on a large bay mare,
Just like & Centaur, every danger dare ;
On s full gallop dash the yielding wind ;
The colt and Borzy seampering close behind,

Of Tady Lochbny with what glce we read,
Who offer'd Sam, for breakfast, cald sheep’s head,
Who, press'd and worried by this deme 5o civil,
Wished the sheep's head, and woman’s at the devil.
b2



198 JOHNSONIANA,

I see you sailing both in Buchan's pot —
Nbw storming an old woman and her cot,
Who, tyrified at each tremendous shape,
Deem’d you two demons, rendy for a yape s
T see all morvelbng at M<Leod's together,
On Sam’s remarks on whey, anil tanning leather
At Corrichataehin’s the Lord knows how,
{ we thee, Bozzy, drunk as David's sow,
And hegging, with raised eyes and lengthen' i chun,
Heaven not to damn thee for the deadly un ,
1 sce, tov, the stern moralist regale,
And pen a Latin ode to Mis. Thrale.
I «ee, withont a night-cap on s head,
Rare sight! bald Sam, in the Pretonders bed
1 bear (what's wonderful ') unsoughbt by studying.

1Iis classic dissertation upon pudding:

OF provost Jopp I mark the marvelling face,
Who gave the Rambler’s freedom with 4 grace

1 see, 100, travelling from the Jslr of Fyg,

The bumble servant of o horse™s leg;

And Suip, the talor, from the lsle of MucA.
Who «fiteh’d m Sky with tolerable luck :

I see the humn, that drunkards must adore ;

The horn, the mughty horn of Rorie More,
Aud bloody shields, that guarded hearts in quarrels,
Now guard from rats the milk and butter barrels.
Methinks, the Caledonian dame I see,

Familiar utting on the Rambler's knee,
Chyrming, with kisves swect, the chuckling sage;
Melting, with sweetest smiles, the frost of age;
Lake Sol, who darts, at times, a cheerful ray,
(et the wan visage of & winter’s day.

« Do it sgain, my desr,” I hear Sam cry,

« 8ee, who first tires, (my charmer ! you or 1.*
1 see thee stuthng, with a hand uncouth,

An old dried whiting in thy Johuson'’s mouth ;
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And lo! ¥ see withall his might end main;

Thy Jolinson spit the whiting out again.

Rare anecdotes ! “tis anecdotes like these,

That bring thee glory, and the million please

On these, shall future times delighted stare,

Thou charming haberdasher of small ware !
Stewart and Robertson from thee shall learn

The simple charms of history to discern :

To thee, fair history’s palm shall Livy yield,

And Tacitus, to Bozzy leave the field !

Joe Miller's self, whose page such fun provokes,
Shall quit his shroud, to grin at Bozzy's jokes !
How are we all with rapture touch'd, to see
‘Where, when, and at what hour, you swallowed tea ;
How, once, to grace this Asiatic treat,

Came hadducks, which the Rambler could not eat !

Pleascd, on thy book thy sovercign’s eye-balls roll,
Who loves a gousip’s story from his soul ;
Blessed with the memory of the Persian king (1),
He every body knows, and every thing ;
‘Who's dead, who's married, what poor girl, beguiled,
Hath lost a paramour and found a child ;
‘Which gardener hath most cabbages and peas,
And which old woman hath most hives of bees ;
Which farmer boasts the most prolific sows,

* Cocks, hens, geese, turkeys, gouts, sheep, bulls, and couns

‘Which barber best the ladies' locks can curl §
Which house in Windsor sells the finest purl ;
“Which chimnej-sweep best beats in gold array,
His brush and shovel, on the first of May !
Whase dancing dogs in rigadoons excel ;
And whmwepumm.mbmmebcﬂ:
" Which clever smith, the prettiest man-trap (2) makes
Tomlmiﬁiwuﬁtmﬂﬁuchwdduku,

oﬁhu.tnutymhu
ui-u{‘i'u 0%, tor nnhenem osfmm\llh. .m
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The Guines hens and pescocks with their eggs,
And cavch his loving yubjects by the legs.

0! since the prince of gossips reads thy book,
To what high honours may not Buzsy Jook |

The sunshine of his smile may soon be thine —
Perchance, in converse thou may’st hear him shine,
Perchance, to stamp thy merit through the nation,
He begs of Johnson’s Life, thy dedieation ;

Asks questions(?) of thee, O thou lucky elf,
And kindly answers every one himsclf,

Blessed with the classic learning of a college,
Our king is not a miser in his knowledge :
Nought in the storehouse of hi brains turns musty
No razor-wit, for want of use, grows rusty ;
Whate er his head suggests, whate’er he knows,
Free as clection beer from tubs it flows !

Yet, ah! superior far ! — it boasts the merit

Of never fuddling people with the spirit!

8ay, Bozay, when, to bless our anxious sight,
When shall thy valumi (*) burst the gates of lighs
0! clothed in calf, ambitious brat, be born e
Our kitchens, parlours, libraries adorn!

My fancy’s keen anticipating eye

A thousand charming anecdotes can spy :

I read, 1 read of George () the learned display
On Lowth’s and Warburton’s immortal fray:

Of George, whose brain, if right the mark I hit,

Forms ane huge cyclopsdia of wit ¢

(1) Just after Dr Johm&nu?:d hem"bmn& 'th - h!e:hw wmlm
m&ﬂ":&d bya ’;l'md. concernimg s reception, and his opinion of
thie royal inf - His Majesty nhmo{wﬁo&

ndmnchmm-;?" 'ﬁ'." i“niorhln&.n far
m.. bunnwmd muﬂ
(9) The Lfeof Dr Johm
% commen Bishep
M";’&ﬁ one theother vmh dh wmﬁapm‘ﬁ

lovers of literatore ! promised it to the
'“M v:*hmmwkqhnm wod s 1o the pub.
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That holds the wisdom of a thousand ages,

And frightens all his workmen, and his pages !

O Bozzy, still thy tell-talé plan pyrsue:

The world is wondrous fond of something new :
And, let but Scandal's breath embalm the page,
It liveg « wilcome guest from age to age.

Not only say who breathes an arrent knave,

But who hath sneaked a rascal to his grave:
Make o’gr his turf (in Virtue's cause) a rout,
And, like a damned good Christian, pull him out.
Without a fear on families harangue,

Say who shall lose their ears, and who shall hang;
Thy brilliant brain conjecture can supply,

To charm through every leaf the eager cye.

The blue-stocking (1) society describe,

And give thy comment on each joke and gibe:
Tell what the women sare, their wit, their quality,
And dip them in thy streams of immortality !

199

Let Lord Mac Donald threat thy breech to kick (?),

And o'er thy shrinking shoulders shake his stick ;
Treat with contempt the menace of this lord,

*T is History's province, Bozzy, to record,
Though Wilkes sbuse thy brain, that airy mill,
And swear poor Johnson murdered by thy quill ;

‘What's that to thoe? Why, let the victim bleed

Thy end is snswer'd, if the nation read.
The fiddling knight {3), and tuncful Mrs. Thrale,
Who frequent hobbed or nobbed with 8am, in ale,

(lg A olub, mostly oompossd of learnod ladies, to which Mr. B was ad.

(2) A Jetter of severe yemonitrance was
E omaux, a umddmendhh mml,vmu"n

who mn conse.

mﬂrhm-

(8) 8ir John who nwelln Mra. Thrile, sow Madame Picasl}
Inta lexicographe.

threskeus us with
04
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Suateh up the pen (as thirst of fame inspires !)

‘Fo write his jokes and sturies by their fires;

Then why not thou each juke and tale enral,

‘Who, like a watchful cat before a hole,

Full twenty years (inflamed with letterd pride)
Didst mousing sit before Sam’s mouth so wids, -
To catch as many scraps as thou wert able «

A very Lugaiuy at the rich inen's table?

What though against thee porters bounce the dupr 1)
And bid thee hunt for secrets there nio more 3

With pen and ink so ready at thy coat,
Exciceman-like, each syllable to note,

That given to printer’s devils (a precious Joad !)
On wings of print comes flying all abroad !

Waich then the venal valets — smack the maids,
And try with gold to make them rogues and jades :
Yet should their honesty thy bribes resent,

Fly to thy fertile genius and invent:

Like old Voltaire, who placed his greatest glory,
1n cooking up an entertaining story ;

Who laugh'd at Truth, whene’er her simple tongue
‘Would snateh amusement from a tale or song

O! whilst amid the ancedotic mine,
Thou Jabour'st hard to bid thy heru shine,
Run to Bolt Court (%), exert thy Curl-like soul,
And fish for golden leaves from hole to hole ¢
Find when he cat, and drank, and cough'd, and sneozed ~-
Let all hin motions in thy book be squeezed ¢
On tales, however strange, jinpose thy claw ;
Yes, let thy amber lick up every swraw ;

is Tjterally true— Nobody is at home, Ou
zg@;&. rel;d:‘ gtl:r’:mwoll.'w Inmlmmumy:mm
) In Fleet Sttudt, where the Doctes lived and died
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+ Sam’s nods, and winks. and laughs, willform a treat ;
For all that breathes of Jolinson must be great !

Blesv'd be thy labeurs, most adventurous Bozzy,

Bold rival of Sir John, and Dame Piozzi;

Heavens { with what laurels shall thy nead be crown'd!
A gruve, a forest, shall thy ears surround !

Yes! whilst the Rambler shall a comet blaze,

And gild a world of darkness with his rays,

Thee 100, that world, with wonderment, shall hail,

A lively, bouncing cracker at his tail !

Posrscrirr,

As Mr. Boswell's Journal has afforded such universal pleasure
by the relation of minute incidents, and the great moralist's
opinion of men and things, during his northern tour; it will
be adding preatly. to the anecdotical treasury, as well as
making Mr. B. happy, to communicate patt of a dialogue
that took place between Dr. Johnson and the author of this
Congratulatory Epistle, a few months before the Doctor paid
the groat debt of nature. The Doctor was very cheerful on
that day ; haid on a black coat and waistcoat, a black plush
pair of breeches, and black worsted stockings; a handsome
grey wig, & stirt, 3 muslin neckcloth, a black pair of buttons
in his shirt sleeves, & pair of shoes orndmented with the very
identical little buckles thet accompanied the philosopher to the
Hebrides ; his nails were very neatly pared, and his beard fresh
shaved with a razor fabricated by the ingemouu Mr. Savigny,

P. P. Pray, Doctor, what is your opinion of Mr. Boswell's
literary powers? Rt

Johnson, Sir, my opinion is, thet whenever Bogzy upire&
be will create 00 vacuum in tbe region of liverature —bo seems *
wungly affecied bytﬁocmtbnm&udn, wishes to be thought
a'rara avis; ‘and in thuth 50 he is ~ your knowledge in 'vrni-

thiology, Bir, will easily distover to what species of bird Ttl
ude. " [ Here the Pocket shook his head wnd laughed.”
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P. P. What think you, Sir, of his account of Corsica ?~— of
. his character of Paoli?

Johknson. Sir, he hath made a mountain of a wart, But
Paoli hss virtues. The account is a furrago of disgusting
egotisin and pompous inanity.

P. P. 1 have heard it whispered, Doctor, that, should you
die before him, Mr. B. means to write your life.

Johnson. Sir, be cannot mean me 50 irreparable an injury.
—— Which of us shall die first, is only known to the great Dis-
poser of events; but were I sure that James Boswell would
wnte my life, I do not hnow whether T would not anticipate
the measure, by taking ks, [ Here ke made three or four strides
across the room, and relurned to his chawr with violesd emotion. |

P. P. 1 am afraid that he means to do you the favour.

Juhnson. He dares not — he would mahe a scarecrow of me.
1 give him liberty to firc his blunderbuss in his own face, but
not to murder me. Sir, I heed not his avros epa, — Buswell
write my life! why the fellow possesses not abilities for writing
Jhie life of an ephemeron.

No. V.—INSCRIPTION ON A CARICATURE
OF JOHUNSON AND MADAME PIOZZI, BY
SAYERS. (1)

Madam (my debt to nature paid),
1 thought the grave with hallow'd shade
‘Would now protect my name:
Yet there in vain T seek repose,
My friends each little fault disclose,
And murder Johnson's fame.

First, Boswell, with officious care,
Show'd me as men wounld show a bear,
And call'd himself my friend ;

(1) [From the European Magaune.}
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Sir John with nonsense strew’d my hearse,
And Courteney pester'd me with verse ;
You torture without end.’

When Streatham spread its plenteous board,
I opend Learning’s valued hoard,
And ax I feasted prosed.
Good things 1 said, good things I eat,
A guve you knowledge for your eat,
And thought th’ account was closed.

If obligations still I owed,
You sold each item to the crowd,
T suffer'd by the tale:
For God's sake, Mudam, let me rest,
Nor longer vex your quondam guest —
1'il pay you for your ale.

Pant XXXIV.

BOSWELL.

No. I.— Brigr MEMOIR oF Boswery, sy Enmonp
Mavone, Esq. (1)

diuzs Boswery, Esq. eldest son of Alexander Boswell,
Lord Auchinleck, ome of the judgee in the supreme
courts of session and justiciary in Scotlend, was born
L Edinburgb October 29. 1740, and received his

" 1) [From Nichol's Lﬁewy Aneodom of the Eighteenth
ory, vol, i, p. 400.]
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first rodiments of education in that city. He after-
wards studied Civil Law in the universities of Edinburgh
and Glasgow, During his residence in these cities, he
acquired, by the society of the English gentlemen who
were students in the English colleges, that remarkable
predilection for their manners, which neither the foree
of education, nor the dulcedo of his natale solum, could
ever eradicate. But his most intimate acquaintance at
this period was the Rev. Mr. Temple, a worthy, learned,
and pious divine, whuse well-written character of Gray
was inserted in Johnson's Life of that poet, Mr. Bos-
well imbibed early the ambition of distingnishing him-
self by his literary talents, and hud the good fortune to
obtain the patronage of the Jate Lord Somerville, This
nobleman treated him with the most flattering kindness;
and Mr. Boswell ever remembered with gratitude the
friendship he so long enjoyed with this worthy pecr.
Having always entertsined an exalted idea of the f-.hcxty
of Loudon, in the year 1760 he visited that capital ; in
the manmers and amusements of which he found so
much that was congenial to his own taste and feelings,
that it hecame ever after his favourite residence, whither
he always returned from his estate in Scotland, and from
his various rambles in various parts of Europe, with in-
creasing eagerness and delight ; and we find him, nearly
twenty years afterwards, condemning Scotland as too
narrow & sphere, and wishing to make his chief residence
in London, which he calls the great scene of ambition,
instruction, and, comnparatively, making his heaven upon
earth, He was, doubtless, confirmed in this attachment
to the metropolis by the strong predilection entertained
towards it by his friend Dr, Johmén, whose sentiments
ot this subject Mr. Boswell details in various pars.-of
his Life of that great man ; and which are. corraborated
by every one, in pumut of literary and intellectusl
attainments, who hss enjoyed but a taste of the. rwh
feast which that city spreads before him.
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The politeness, affability, and insinuating urbanity of
manners, which distinguished Mr. Boswell, introduced
bim into the company of many eminent and learned
men, whose acquaintance and friendship he cultivated
with the greatest assiduity. In truth, the esteem and
approbation of learned men seerns to have been one chief
ohject of his literary ambition; and we #ind him so
successful in pursuing his end, that he enumerated some
of the greatest men in Scotland among his friends even
before he left it for the first time. Notwithstanding
Mr, Boswell by his education was intended for the bar,
yet he was himself earuestly bent at this period upon
obtaining a commission in the Guards, and solicited
Lord Auchinleck’s acquiescence; but returned, how-
ever, by his desire, into Scotland, where he reccived a
regular course of instruction in the Law, and passed his
trials as a civilian at Edinburgh. Still, however, am-
bitious of displaying himself as one of * the manly
heart who guard the fair,” he revisitedl London a
second time in 1762 ; and, various occurrences delay-
ing the purchase of a commission, he was at length
persuaded by Lord Auchinleck to relinquish his pursuit,
and becone an advocate at the Scotch bar. In com-
pliunce, therefore, with his father’s wishes, he consented
to go to Utrecht the ensuing winter, to hear the lectures
of an excellent civilian in that university ; after which
he bad permission to make his grand tour of Europe.

In 1762 Mr, Boswell published the little poem, entitled
 The Club at Newmarket, a Tale,” and the next year

be considered the most important epocha in his
life, as he-had the singular felicity to be introduced to
Dy, Johnson. This event, so auspicipus for Mr. Bos-
‘well, and so fortunate for the literary world, happened
on May 16, 1763. Having afterwards continued one
winter et Utrecht, during which time he visited several
parts of the Netherlands, he commenced his projected
traveis. . Passing from Utrecht into Germany, be pur-
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wed his route through Switzerland to Geneve ; whence
he crossed the Alps into Italy: having visited on his
journey Voltaire at Ferney, and Roussesu.in the wilds
of Neufchatel. Mr. Boswell continued some time in
Italy, where he met and associated with Lord Mount.
stuart, to whom he afterwards dedicated his Theses
Juridice.

Hafing visited the most remarkable cities in Italy,
Mr. Boswell sailed to Corsica, travelled over every part
of that island, and obtained the friendship of the illus-
trious Pasquale de Paoli, in whose palace he resided
during his stay at Corsica. He afterwards went to
Paris, whence he returned to Scotland in 1766, and
soon after became an advocate at the Scotch bar, The
celebrated Douglas cause was at that time a subject of
general discussion, Mr. Boswell published the ** Essence
of the Douglas Cause ;" a pamphlet which contributed
to procure Mr. Douglas the popularity which he at that
time possessed.

In 1768, Mr. Boswell obliged the world by his
“ Account of Corsica, with Memoirs of General Paoli.”
Of this printed perforivance Dr. Johnson thus expresses
himself : ¢ Your Journal is curions and delightful, I
know not whether 1 could name any narrative by which
curiosity is better excited or better gratified.” . This
book was received with extraordinary approbation, and
has been translated into the German, Dutch, Italjan,
and French languages. In the following winter, the
theatre-royal at Edinburgh, hitherto restrained by party-
spirit, was opened. On this occasion Mr, Boswell was
sulicited by David Ross, Esq. to write a prologue.
The effect of this prologue upon the sudiente was
highly flattering to the author, and beneficial to the -
manager, -as it secured to the latter, by the anvihilation
of the opposition which had been till that time $00 suc~
oeufuny exertéd againet him, the unimterrupted pos-
session of his patent, whish heen;oyed £ill his death,
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which happened in September, 1700.  Mr. Boswell at.
tended his funeral as chief mourner, and paid the' last
honours to ¢ man with whom he had spent many a
pleasant hour. — In 17069, was celebrated at Stratford-
on-Avon the Jubilee in honour of Shakspeare. M.
Boswell, an enthusiastic admirer of the writings of our
immortal bard, and ever ready to partake of * the
feast of reason and the flow of soul,” repaired thither,
and appeared at the masquerade as an armed Corsican
chief ; a character he was eminently qualified to sup-

Tt.
Im'l‘his year Mr. Boswell was married to Miss Margaret
Montgomery, a lady who, to the advantages of a polite
edueation, united admirable good sense and a brilliant
understanding. She was daughter of David Montgomery,
Esq. related to the illustrious family of Eglintoune, and
representative of the ancient peerage of Lyle, The
death of this amiable woman is recorded in the Gentle.
man’s Magazine for June, 1700; and Mr. Boswell
honoured her memory with an affectionate tribute,
8he left him two sons and three daughters; who, to
use Mr. Boswell's own words, ¢ if they inherit her
good qualities, will have no reason to complain of their
lot.” Doe magna parentim virtus. — In 1782, Lord
Auchinleck died. — In 1783, Mr. Boswell published his
eelebrated “ Letter to the People of Scotland : ” which
is thus praised by Johnson in a letter to the author:
¢ I am very much of your opinion **®® ; your paper
contains very considersble knowledge of history and
the constitution, very properly produced -and applied.”
M. Pitt, to whom Mr. Boswell communicated the pam-
phlet,s honoured it with his approbstion. This first
Letter wan followed by a second, in which Mr. Boswell
digplayed his wsual energy and political abilities. In
1785; Mr, Boswell published * A Journal of a Tour.
to the. Hebrides” with Dr;Johnson; which met »
siipflur suceess to hiz entertaining ascount of Corsica,
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This year Mr. Boswell removed to London, and was
svon’after called to the English bar,

But Mr. Bownell's profersiohal business was inter.
rupted by preparing his most celebrated work, ** The
Lafe of Samuel Johnson, L1L.D.”  This was published
m 1791, and was received by the world with most
exrraordinary avidity. It is a faithful history of John-
sm’s life, and exhibits 2 most interesting picture of the
character of that illustrious moralist, delineated with a
wasterlyshand.  The preparation of a recond edition
of this work was almost the Inst literary performance
of Mr. Boswell; though he was at the same time pre-
paring a general answer to & letter from Dr. Ramuel
Parr, in Gent. Mag. vol. Ixv. p. 179; m which he
propmed also briefly to notice the attacks of his more
puny antagonists. He had also & desygm, which was
i wome forwaedaess, of publishing a quarto volume, to
he embellished with tine plates, on the sulycer of ghe
controversy occarioned by the Beggar's Opera, and it
1, 10 be regetted, that the public were not giatfied watl
4 perusal of what s0 good a judge of buman nature
would say on so curious a subject.  Wath this partientar
view he had paid frequent visits to the then truly
humane * Governor of Newgate,” as he omdinanly
styled Mr. Kirby. Ilis death, unexpetwd by his
friends, was a subject of uumiversal regret; and hiy
remains were carried to Auchinleck ; and the following
inscription is engraved on his coﬂin-ylm. —

Jaxres Boswiry, Esq.,
died 19th May. 1785,

sged 55 years,
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No. Il.— Exraaers vrov Boswerl's LerTeEre 1o
Mz, Marone.

*

[ 3r. Boswell's letters to Mr. Malone, written while the
Jirst edition of his Life of Johnson was passing through
the pres. afford 2o curious a view of his sitvation and
state of mind at that perivd, that the Editor Lus gladly
anailed himself of Mr. Upcoft's permission fo make
somi§ extracts from the MSS. in that gentleman's onl-
lection.]

("

“Dec. 4. 1700,  Let me hegin with myself.  On
the day after your departure, that most friendly fullow
Courtenay (begging the pardon of an M.P. for so free an
eprthet) called ou me, and took my word and honour that,
till the Ist of March, my allowance of wine per dicin
should not exceed four good glasses at dinner, and a pint
after it: and this I have kept, though 1 bave dined with
Jack Wilkes; at the London Tavern, after the launch
of an Indiaman ; with dear Edwards ; Dilly : at home
with Courtenay ; Vr. Barrow ; at the mess of the Culd.
stream ; at the Club; at Warren Hastings’s ; at Hiwa
kins the Cornish member's ; and at home with a colonel
of the guards, &c. This regulation I assure you i~ of
essential advantage in many respects, The Jagnion
Opus advances. | have revised p, 216,  The additions
which I have received are a Spanish quotation fr'm
Mr. Cambridge (*) ; an account of Johnson at Waricy
Camp from Mr. Langton (*) ; and Johnson’s letters to
Mr. Hastings — three in all — one of them long and
admirable ; but what sets the diafonds in pure gold of
Ophir is a letter from Mr. Hastings to me, illustrating

(1) [See ant, Yol. VITL p. 184.]
(2) [See antd, Vol. V11, p. 224.]
YOL. X. 4
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them and their writer. (') 1 had this day the honour of
a loug visit from the late gevernor-general of India.
There is to be no more impeachment. Bat you will
see his character nobly vindicated. Depend upon this,

“ And now for wy friend. The appearance of
Malone’s Shakespeare on the 20th November was not
:ttended with any external noice ; but 1 suppose no
publicaiion scized more speedily and gurely on the a-
tention of those for whose critical ta-te it was chiefly
intended. At the Club on Tuesday, where 1 met Sir
Joshua, Dr. Warren, Lord Ossory, Lurd Palmerston,
Windham, and Burke in the chair, — Burke was so full
of his anti- French revolution rage, and pourcd it out so
copiously, that we had almost nothing «lse. He, how-
ever, fownl time to praise the clearncss and accuracy of
your dramatic history ; and Windham found fault with
you for not taking the profits of so laborious a work.
Sir Joshua is pleased, thouph he would gladly have seen
more disquisition — you understaud e ! Mr. Daines
Barrington is exceedingly gratuied. e regrets that
there should be & dryness between you and Steevens, as
you have ticated himn with great respeet. T understand
that, in a short time, there will not be one of your houks
to be had for love or money.”

“ Dec. 7. Tdined Jast Raturday at Sir Joshua's with
Mr. Burke, his lady, son, and nicee, Lord Palmerston,
Windham, Dr. Lawrence, r. Blagden, Dr. Burney, Sir
Abrsham Hume, Sir William Scott. 1 sat next to
young Burke at dinner, who said to me, that you had
paid bis father a very fire complinent. I mentioned
Jobnson, to sound if theie was any objection. He
made none. In the evening Burke told e he had read
vour Henry V1., with all its accompaniment, and it
was  cxceedingly well done.  He left us for some

(1) {Sce antd, Vol VLI, p, gr.]



ROSWELT . 91

time ; I suppose on some of his cursed politics ; bur
be returned — I af him again, and heard from his*lips
what, believe me, I delighted to hear, and took care to
write down soon after, * I have read his History of the
Stage, which is a very capital picce of criticism and anti-
agrarianism. I shall now read all Shakspeare through,
in a very different manner from what I have yet done,
wheu I bave got such a commentator.” Will not this
do for you, my friend #  Burke was admirable company
all that day. He never onee, I think, mentioned the
French revolution, and was easy with me, as in days
of vid.” . .

“ Pee. 16, I was sadly mortificd at the Club on
Tuesday, where J was in the chair. aud on opening the
box found threc bells against General Burgoyne.  Pre-
sent, besides mai, Lord Ossory, Sir Joshua Reynolds.
Sir Jaseph Banks, Dr. Fordyce, Dr. Burney, young
Burke, Courtenay, Steevens. One of the balls, T do
believe, was put into the ne side by Fordyce by mis-
take. You mey guess who put in the other two.  The
Bishop of Carlisle and Dr. Blogden are put up. 1
doubt if the latter will be admitted, till Burgoyne gets
in first. My work has met with a delay for a hitle
while — not a whole day, however —— by an unaccount-
able neglect in. having paper enough in readiness. 1
bave now hefore me p.250. My utmost wish is to
come forth on Shrove Tuesday (8th March). © Wits
are gawe cocks,” &c.  Langton is in town, and dines
with me to-morrow quietly, and revises his Collec-
tanea.” (')

“ Jan. 18. 1791. T have been so disturbed by sad
money-matters, that my mind has been quite fretful:
5007, which I borrowed and lent to a first cousin, an

(1) [See anté, Vol, VII. p. 350.7
r 2
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unlucky captain of an Indiaman, were due on the 15th
to & merchant in the city. I could not possibly raise
that sum, and was apprehensive of being hardly used.
He, however, indulged me with an allowance to make
partial payments ; 1504 in two months, 150/ in eight
months, and the remainder, with the iuterests, in
eighteen months. How I amn to mapage I am at a loss,
and I know you cannot help me. So this, upon my
honour, is no hint. T am really tempted to accept of
the 10004 for my Life of Johmson, Yet it would go
tv. my heart to sell it at a price which I think much too
low. Let me strugele and hope. 1 cannot be out on
Shrove Tuesday, os 1 flattered myself. P, 276, of
Vol. 11 is ordercd for press, and I expect another proof
to-night. But I have yet near 200 pages of copy be-
sides letturs, and the death, which is not yet writton.
My second velume will, T see, he forty or fifty pages
more than my first.  Your absence is a woful want in
all respeets,  You will, 1 dare say, perceive a difference
in the part which is revised only by myself, and in which
many insertions wiil appear. My spirits are at present
bad @ but I will mention all I can recollect,”

¢ dJan. 20. 1701, You will find this a mast ole-
sponding and disagreeable letter, for which 1 a-k your
pardon.  But your vigour of mind and warmth of
heart make your friendship of such consequence, that it
is drawn upon like a bank. 1 have, for soine weeks, had
the most woful return of melancholy, insomuch that 1
have not only had no relish of any thing, but a con-
tinual uneasiness, and all the prospect before me for the
rest of life has seemed gloomy and hopeless. The staw
of my affairs is excecdingly embarrassed. T mentioned
to you that the 500L which I borrowed scveral years
ago, and lent to a first cousin, an unfortunate India
captain, must, now be paidg 150L on the 18th of
March, 1501, on the 18th of October, and 2571 154, 6d.
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on the 18th of July, 3792. This debt presses upon
my mind, and it 1s uucertain if 1 shall ever gt a
shilling of it again. The clear money on which I can
reckon out of my estate is scarcely QOUL a year. What
enn I'do? My grave brother urges me to quit London,
and live at my scat in the country ; where he thinks that
T might be able to rave so as gradually to relieve myself.
But, alas! 1 should be absolutely miserable. In the
mean time, such are my projects and sanguine expect-
ations, that you know 1 purchased an cstate which was
given long ago to a younger son of our family, and came
tw be sold last automnn, and paid for it 25004, —1500L
of which 1 borrow upon itself by 2 mortgage. But the
remaining 10004 I cannot conceive a possibility of
raising, hut by the mode of annuity ; which is, I believe,
a very heavy disadvantage. 1 owu it was imprudent in
ine to make a clear purchase at a time when I was sadly
straitened ;. but if I had missed the opportunity, it
never again would have oceurred, and 1 should have
heen vexed w see an ancient appunage, a piece of, as
it were, the flesh and blood of the family, in the hands
of & stranger. And now that 1 have made the purchase,
1 should feel myself quite despicable shounld I give it up.

“ In this situation, then, my dear Sir, would it not
be wise in me to accept of 1000 guineas for my Life
of Johnson, supposing the person who made the offer
should now stand to it, which I fear may not be the
case ; for two volumes may be considered as a disad-
vantageous circumstance ? Could I indeed raise 10004
upon the credit of the work, I should incline to game,
as Sir Joshus says; because it may produce double the
money, though Steevens kindly tells me that [ bave
over-printed, and that the curiosity about Johnson is
now only in our own circle. Pray decide for me; and
if, as I suppose, you are for my taking the offer, informs
mé with whom 1 am to treat. In my present state of
spirits, I am all timidity. Your absence has been u

r 3
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seyere 6troke to me. 1 am at present quite at a loss

what to do. Last week they gave me six sheets, I

have now before me in progf p.4506.: yet I have ahove
100 pages of my copy remaining, besides his death,

which ie yet to be written, and many insertions, were

there room, as also seven-and-thirty letters, exclusive

of twenty to Dr. Brocklesby, most of which will fur-

nish only extracts. I amn advised to extract several of
those tc others, and leave out some; for my frst voo

lume makes only 516 pages, and to have 600 in the
second will seem awkward, besides incressing the ex-

pense considerably. The counsellor, indeed, has devised

an ingenious way to thicken the first volume, by pre--
Sfizing the index. 1 have now desired to bave but one
compositor. Indecd, 1 go slugyishly and comtortlessly

about my work. As 1 pass your door 1 cast- many a
longing look.

“1am to cancel a leaf of the first yolume, having
found that though Sir Joshua ocertainly assured me hc
had no objection to my mentioning that Johnson wrote
& dedication for him, he now thinks otherwise. .In that
leaf oceurs the mention of Johnson having written t
Dr. Leland, thanking the University of Dublin for their
diploma. What shall I say as to it? 1 have also
roo to etate shortly the anecdote of the eollege cook,
which I beg you may get for me. I shall be very
anxious till I hear from you . .

 Having harassed you with so much sbout myself,
1 have left no room for any thing else. We had a nu-
merous club on Tuesday: Fox in the chair, quoting
Homer and Fielding, &e. to the astonishment. of Jo.
Warten ; who, with Langton and Sewayd, eat s plain
bit with me, in my new house, last Batarday. Sir
Joshua has put up Dr. Lawrence, who will be biack-
balled, as sure as he exists. (})

“ We dined on Wednesday at Sir Joshus's ; thirteen

(1) (Dr Lawrence was blackbalied, and dill not become &
member of the Club till December 1802.]
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without Miss P. Himsclf, Blagden, Batt, [ Lawrence,]
Erskine, Langton, Dr. Warton, Metcalfe, Dr. Lawrehee,
Lis brother, a clergyman, Sir Charles Bunbury, myself.”

« Feb. 10, 1701. Yours of the 5th reached me
yesterday. 1 instantly went to the Don, who pur.
chased for you at the office of Hazard and Co. a half,
sinmped by government and warranted undrawn, of
No. 43,152, in the English State Lottery. I have
marked on the back of it ¢ Edmond, Henrietta, and Ca-
therine Malone,” and if Fortune will not favour those
three unized, 1 shall blame her. This half shall lie in
“my bureau with my own whole one, till you desire it
to be placed elsewhere. The cost with registration is
8L 12s. Gd. A half is always proportionally dearer
than a whole. 1 beught my ticket at Nicholsen’s the
day before, and peid 16/ 8s. for it. I did not look at
the number, but sealed it up. In the evening a hand-
bill was circulated by Nicholson, that a ticket the day
before sold at his office for 16/. 8¢. was drawn a prize
of 50004, The number was mentioned in the hand-
bill. 1 had resolved not to know what mine was till
after the drawing of the lottery was finished, that I
might not receive a sudden shock of blank ; but this
unexpected circumstance, which elated me by calculating
that mine must certainly be one of 100, or at most 200
sold by Nicholson. the day before, made me look at the
twao dast figures of it ; which, alas ! were 48, whereas those
of the fortunate one were 33. 1 have remanded my
ticket to its secrecy, O !could I but get a few thousands,
what a difference would it make upon my state of mind,
which is harassed by thinking of my debts. 1 am
anxious to hexr your determination ss to my Mognum

. Opus. 1 am very very unwilling to part with the pro-

perty of ft, and certainly would not, if I could but get

credit for 30004 for three or four yesrs. Could you

not. awsist me in that way, on the security of the book
P4
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and of an assignment to' one half of my rents, 700L
whith, upon my honour, are always due, and would be
forthcoming in case of my deccase? I willnot sell, till
1 have your answer as to this.

“ On Tuesday we had a Club of eleven — Lords
Lucan (in the chair), Ossory, Macartney, Eliot, Bishop
of Clonfert, young Burke, myself, Courtenay, Wind-
ham, Sir Joshua, and Charles Fox, who takes to us
exceedingly, and asked to bave dinner a little later ; so
it was to be at half-past five, Burke had made great
interest for his drum-majar, and, would you believe jt?
had not Courtenay and I been there, he would have
been chosen. I am strangely ill, and doubt if even yous
could dispel the demoniac influenee. I have now before
me p. 488. in print: the 923 pages of the copy only is
exhausted, and there.remains 80, besides the death ; as
to which I shall be concise, though solemn. V'ray how
shall I wind up? Shall I give the character ftom my
Tour, somewhat enlarged ? ”

“ London, Feb. 25. 1791. I have not seen Sir Joshua
I think for a forwnight. I have been worse than yon
can possibly imagine, or 1 hope ever shall be able to
imagine ; which no man can do without experiencing
the melady. It has been for some time painful to me
to be in company. I, however, am a little better, and
o meet Sir Joshua to-day at dinner at Mr. Dance's,
and shell tell him that he is to have good Irish claret.
¢ I am in a distressing perplexity how to decide as
t the propegty of my book. You must know, that 1
am certainly informed that g certain persen who delights
in mischief has been depreciating it, 50 that T fear the
sale of it’ may be very dubjous,  Two quarm and -0
guineas spund in an alarming manner. I believe, in
my presentframe, I should accept even of 500/ ; for:1
-that were I now to talk tonohimn,!thcﬂd'
#ind him not disposed to give 1000Z Did he absolutely
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gffer it, or did he only express himself so as that you
concluded he would give it ? The pressing circumstance
is, that I must lay down 1000l by the 1st of May, on
acconnt of the purchase of land, which my old family
enthusiasm urged me to make. You, I doubt not,
have full confidence in my honesty. May I then ask
you if you could venture to join with me in a bond for
that sum. as then I would take my chance, aud, a= Sir
Joshua seys, game with my book? Upon my honour,
your telling me that you cannot coruply with what I
propose will not in the least surprise me, or make any
manner of difference as to my opinion of your friend-
‘ship. 1 mean to ask Sir Joshua if he will join; for
indeed I should be vexed to sell my Magnum Opus for
a great deal less than its intrinsic value, I meant to
publish on Shrove Tuesday; but if 1 can get out
within the month of March I shall be satisfied. I have
now, I think, fbur or five sheets to print, which will
make my second volume about 575 pages. But 1 shall
have more cancels. That nervous mortal W. G, IL (1) is
not satisfied with my report of some particulars which
I wrote down from his own mouth, and is so much agi-
tated, that Courtenay has persuaded me to allow 8 new
edition of them by H. himself to be made at H.’s ex-
pense. Besides, it has occurred to me, that when I
mention ““ a literary fraud,” by Rolt the historian, in
going te Dublin, and publishing Akenside's Pleasures
of the Imagination, with his own pame, 1 may not be
able to authenticate it, as Johnson is dead, and he may
have relations who may take it up as an offpuce, perhaps
a libed. Courtenay suggests, that you may perhaps get
intelligence whether it was ¢rus. The Bishop of Dro-
more can probably tell, as he knows a great deal about
Rolt. In case of doubt, should I not camcel the leaf,
and either omit the curious anecdote or give it as a story
which Johnson laughingly told as having circulated #

' (1) [Single-speech Haruilton.] '
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« March 8, I have before me your vplunteer letter
of February 24th, and one of 5th current, which, if
you have dated it right, has come with wonderful ex-
pedition. You may be perfectly sure that I have not
the smallest fault to find with your disinclination to
come again under any pecuniary engagements for others,
after having suffered so much. Dilly proposes that he
and Baldwin should each advance 200L on the credit
of my book ; and if they do so, I shal)-nnmge well
enough, for']l now find that I can have GO0/ in Seot-
land on the eredit of my rents; and thus I shall get the
1000l paid in May.

“ You would ohserve some stupid lines on Mr. Burke
in the € Oracle’ by Mr. Boswell! 1 instantly wrote to
Mr. Burke, expressing my indignation at such imper<
tinence, and had next morning a moat obliging answer.
Sir William Scott told me I could have no legal redress.
8o I went civilly to Bell, and he promised to mention
handsomely that James Boswell, Esq. was not-the author
of the lines. The note, however, on the subject was a
second impertinence. But I can do pothing, I wish
Fox, in his bill upon libels, would make a heavy penalty
the consequence of forging. any person’s name to any
compagition, which, in reality, such a trick amounts to,

“ In the night between the last of February and first
of this month, I had a sudden relief from the inex.
plicable iluorder, which occasionally clouds my mind,
andmakmmemi:emble, and it is amazing how well L
nave been since. Your friendly admonition as to excess
in wine Ass been often too applicable; but upon this
late occasion I erred on the other side. However, as I
am now free from my restriction to Courteoay, I shall
be el upon my guard ; fox, to tel} the truth; I did
go too deep the day before yeslerday ; having dined
with Michael Angelo Taylor, and them supped at.the
Londou Tavern with the stewanda of the Humane Society, |
and countinued ill I know nut what hour in the mern.
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ing. John Nichols was joyous to a pitch of baccha-
nalian vivacity. I am té dine with him next Monday ;
an excellent city party, Alderman Curtis, Deputy Birch,
&c. &c. I rated him gently on his saying so little of
your Shakspeare. (') He is ready to reccive more ample
notice. You may depend on your having whatever
reviews that mention you sent directly. Have 1 told
you that Murphy has written *“ An Essay on the Life
and Writings of Dr, Johnson,” to he prefixed to the
new edition of his works? He wrote it in a month,
and has received 2004 for it. I am quite resolved now
to kecp the property of my Magnum Opus; and I
flutter myself 1 shail not repent it.

 » My title, as we settled it, is ¢ The Life of Samuel
Johnson, LL.D., comprehending an account of his
studies and various works, in chronoiogical order, his
conversations with ruany eminent persons, a series of
his letiers to celebrated men, and several original pieces
of his composition : the whole exhibiting a view of
literature and literary men in Great Britain, for near
half a century, during which he flourished.” It will be
very kind if you will suggest what yet occurs. I hoped
to'have published to.day ; but it will be about a month
yot before I launch.”

« March 12. Being the depositary of your chance
m the lottery, I am under the disagreeable necessity
of communicating the bad news that it has been drawn
a blank. I am very sorry, both on your aeccomnt and
that of 'your sisters, and iy own ; for had your share
of good fortune’ been S166L 13s. 4d. I should have
hoped for a loan to accommodate me.  As it is, I shall,
as:I' weote to you, be ensbled to weather my difficulties
for wome time : but T amw still in great anxiety ubout
the sale of my book, I find so many people shake their

( 1 ) [Viz. Iin the ‘Gentieman’s ll\(ngnzine.]
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heads at the fwo quartos and two guineas. Courtenay
is cfear that I should sound Robinson, and accept of a
thousand guineas, if he will give that sum. Mecantime,
the title-psge must be made as good as may be, It
appears to me that mentioning his studies, works, con.
versations, and letters is not sufficient ; and I would sug

gest comprehending an account, in chronological order,
of his studies, works, friendships, acquaintance, and
" other particulars ; his conversations with eminent men ;
a series of his letters to' various persons; also several
original pieces of his composition never before published.
The whole, &c. You will, probably, be able to assist
me in expressing my idea, and arranging the parts.
In the advertisement I intend to mention the letter to
Lord Chesterfield, and perhaps the interview' with the
King, and the names of the correspondents in alpha-
betical order. How should chrenological order stand in
the order of the members of my title? 1 had at first
« celebrated correspondents,” which 1 don’t like. How
would it do to say “ his conversations and epistolary
correspandence with eminent (or celebrated) persons? ™
Shall it be “different works,” and ““various particulars? **
In short, it is difficult to decide.

« Courtenay was with me this morning. What a
myetery is his going on at all! Yet be looks well,
talks well, dresses well, keeps his mare ~in short is in
all respects like 8 parliament man. Do you know that
my bad spirits arc returned upon me to a certain degree ;
and such is the sickly fondness for change of place, and
imagination of relief, that I sometimes think you are
bappier by being in Dublin, than one is in this great,
metropolis, where hardly any man cares for anothier.
1 am persuaded I should relish your Irish dinners very
much. I have at last got chambers in the Temple, in
the very staircase where Johnson lived ; snd “when my
:2‘1’3““ Opnis is fairly launched, there shall 1 meke's
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No. 111, — Boswerr 1x Consica

[ The < .Journal of a Tour in Corsica in 1765, the
work by which Boswell was first made known lo the
world of letters, iz now but seldom met with. The
high opinion which Joknson expressed of it has already
been recorded (anté, Vol.111. p.70.): “ your Journal,”
says he, < ix in a very high degree curious and de-
lightful ; I know not whether I could nume any nar-
rative by which curiosity is hetter excited or better
gratified ;" and when we recollect, that .at the time he
wrote it Boswell was only in the twenty-fourth year
of his age, it certainly appears very creditable tv his
literary allaimnents. We have, thevefore, selected
same of the most iuteresting and characteristic pas-
sages of this negleeted perfurmance — concluding with
those which bear a direct reference to the author's
early intercourse with Jahnson.

Boswell's object in visiting Carsica.

Having resolved to pass some years abroad, for my
instruction and entertainment, I conceived a design of
visiting the island of Corsica. I wished for something
mrore than just the common course of what is called the
tour of Europe; and Corsica occurred to me as a place
w hich nobody else had seen, and where I should find what
was to be seen no where else, a people actually fighting
for liberty, and forming themselves from a poor, in-
considerable, oppressed nation, into a flourishing and
independent state.

Barbary Corsaire. 4

The only danger 1 saw in geing to Corsica was,
that 1 might be taken by some of the Barbary corsairs,
and have a trial of slavery among the Turks at Algiers.
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I spoke of it to commodore Harrison, who commanded
the ‘British squadron in the Mediterranean, and was
then lying with his ship the Centurion, in the bay of

orn, He assured me, that if the Turks did take
me, they should not keep me long; but in order to
prevent it, he was so good as to grant me a very ample
and particular passport; and as it could be of no use
if T did not meet the corsairs, he said very pleasantly
when he gave it me, *“ I hope, 8ir, it will be of no use
w you"’ B

Aryival in Corsica.

We landed eafely in the harbour of Centuri. I was
directed to the house of Signor Antonio Antonetti at
Morsighia, about 2 mile up the country. The prospect
of the mountains covered with vines and olives was
extremely agreeable ; and the odour of .the myrtle and
other aromatic shrubs and flowers that grew all around
me was very refreshing. As I walked along, I often
saw Corsican peasants come suddeuly out from the
covert. They were all armed; even the man who
carried my baggage was ermed, and had ¥ been timorous
might have alarmed me. But he and I weére very good
company to each other. As it grew dusky, I repeated
to myself these lines from a fine passage in Ariosto.

% E pur per selve oscure e calli obliqui
Insieme van, sensa sospetto aversi,”

¢ Together through dark woods and winding ways
They walk, nor on their hearts suspicion préys.”

Signor Antonetti received me with unaffected cor-
diality, making an apology for my frugal entertainmeit,
but assuring me of a hearty welcome. His true kindly
hospitality was also shown in taking care of may servant, .
an honest 8wiss, who loved to egt and drink -well. 1
had formed a strange notion that I should see every
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thing in Corgica totally different from what I had seen
in any other country. 1 was therefore much surprised
to find Signor Autonetti's house quite an Italian one,
with very good furniture, prints, and copies of some of
the famous pictures. In particular, I was struck to
find her¢ a small copy from Raphael, of St. Michael
and the Dragon. There was no necessity for its being
well done. 'To see the thing at all was what surprised
me. '

A Corsican Sermon.,

The next day, being Sunday, I accompanied Signor
Antonetti and his family to hear mass in the parish
church, & very pretty little building, about half a quarter
of a mile off. The priest was to preach to us, at which I
was much pleased, being very curious to hear a Corsican
sermon, He did very well. His text was in the
Psalms. < Descendunt ad infernum viventes, They
go down alive into the pit.” After endeavouring to
move our passions with a description of the horrors of
hell, he told wus, “Saint Catherine of Siena wished to
be laid on the mouth of this dreadful pit, that she
might stop it up, so as no more unhappy souls shonld
fall into it. 1 confess, my brethern, 1 have not the
zeal of holy Saint Catherine. But 1 do what I can; [
wark you how to avoid it.” He then gave us some
good practical advices and concluded.

A slight Missake,

At Pino I was cordially entertained at Signor To-
masi's. Throughout all Corsica, except in garrison
towns, there is hardly an inn. Before I was ag~
customed to the Corsican bospitality, I sometimes for-
got myself, and imsgining I was in a public house,
called for what I wanted, with the tone which one uees
in calling to the wasiters at a tavern, I did so at Pine,
asking for a variety of things at once ; when Signora
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Tomas. pereeiving my mistake, looked in my face and
smited, saying with much calmness and good-nature,
““Una cosa dopo un’ altra, Signore. One thing after
another, Sir.”

Reflections in a Convent.

For some time, I had very curious travelling, mostly
on foot, and attended by a couple of stout women, who
carried my baggage upon their heads. Every time that
T prepared to set out from a village, I could not help
laughing, to see the good people cager to have my
equipage in order, and roaring out, *‘ Le donne, le
domme ! The women, the women!” 1 had full leisurs
and the best opportunities to ohserve every thing, !
was lodged sometimnes in private houses, sometimes in
convents, being always well recommended from place
w place. The first convent in which I lay was at
Canari. It appeared a little odd at first. But 1]
soon learnt to repair to my dormitory as naturslly
as if T had been a friar for seven years. These cone
vents were small decent buildings, suited to the sober
ideas of their pious inhabitants. The religious, who
devoutly endeavour to  walk with God,” are often
treated with raillery by those whom pleasure or busi-
ness prevents from thinking of future and more exalted
objects. A little experience of the serenity and peace
of mind to be found in convents would be of use to
-temper the fire of men of the world.

Monustic Inscription.

At Corte T was very politely received, and was con-
ducted to the Franciscan convent, where 1 got the
apartment of Paoli, who was then some days’ journey
heyond the mountains, holdingra court of syndicato at
s villege called Sollacaro. These fathers have no
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libiary worth mentioning; but their convent is large
and well built. 1 looked ahous with great attention,
to sec 1f I conld find any insciiptions; but the only
one 1 found was upon a certain nseful edifice.

* §ne necesutate hue non intrate,
Quia necessaria sumnus,”

A studied, rhyming, Latin conceit marhed upon such
2 place was truly ludicrous.

Corsican Criminuls,

I went up to the castle of Corte. The commandant
very civilly showed me every part of 1t.  As I wished
to sce all things in Coraica, I demred to see even
the unhappy crimmals, There were then three in
the castle, & man for the murder of his wife; a mar.
ried lady who bad hired one of her servants to strangle
8 woman of whora she was jealous; end the servant
who had actually perpetrated tlus barharous actun.
Thoy were hrought out from their cells, that 1 might
talk with them. The murderer of his wife had a stupid,
hardéned appoarance, and told me he did it at the insta.
gation of the devil. The servant was a poor derpicable
wreteh, e had at first arcused his mistress, but was
afterwards prevailed with to deny his sccusation, upon
which he was put to the torture, by having lighted
reatches held hetween his fingers. This made him re-
turn to what he had formerly said, so a¢ to be a strong
evidence against his mistress. His hands were so
miserably scorched, that he wes a piteous object. I
ssked lum why he had comwitted such & crime; he
said, * Perche era sensa spirito, Because f was with-
ont "‘“’"""“‘““%ﬁ; The lsdy secmed of a bold and
resthite spirit. spoke to me with great firmness,
end denied her guilt, saying with s cantemptuons smile,
w pkid pointed 0 her servant, « They can frce that
creatére 1o way what they please.”

VoL, ¥ Q
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Hangman qof Corsica.

The hangman of Corsica was a great curigsity. Being
held in the utmost detestation, he durst not live like
another inhabitant of the island. He was obliged to
take refuge in the castle; and there he was kept in &
little corner tarret, where he had just room for a miser~
able hed, and a little bit of fire to dress such victyals for
himself as were sufficicnt to keep him alive, for nobody
would have any intercourse with him, bat all turned
their backe upon him. 1 went up and looked at him ;
and a more dirty rueful spectacle I never beheld. He
seerned sensible of his situation, and held down his head
like an abhorred outcast. It was a long time before
they could get a hangman in Corsica, so that the punisli-
ment of the gallows was hardly known, all their crums-
nals being shot. At last this creature whom I saw,
who is & Sicilian, came with a message to Paoli. The
General, who has 2 wonderful talent for physiognomy,
on seeing the man, said immediately to some of the peo-
ple about him, * Kcco il boia, Behold our hangman.”
He gave orders to ask the man if he would accept of
the office, and his answer was, “ My grandfather wus a
hangman ; my father was a bangman ; I have been s
hangman myself, and am willing to continue an.” e
was therefore immediately put into office, and the igno-
minious death dispensed by his hands hath had more
effect than twenty executions by flie-arms,

Great Seal of Corgice.

When I had seen every thing ahout Carte, I pre.

for my journey over the mountains, thas I might
mﬁ&&m}s The night before !mm,:&mw
) orgotten to get & pesspert. wapper
the Prior walked with me to she house of, the
Chavcelior, who ordared the pasaport t0 be sastle
immadiately ; and while his sccretary was wriding it,

aggg
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entertained me by rvading 10 me some of the minates
of the general consulta. When the passport® was
finished, and ready to have the seal put to it, 1 was
much plessed with a beautiful, simple incident. The
Chancellor desired e lttle boy who was playing in the
room by us to run to his moather, and bring the great
scal of the kingdom. I thought myself sitting in the
hopee of & Cmeinnatus.

Next morning 1 set out in very good order, having
exeullent mules, and active, clever Corsican guudes. The
worthy fathers of the convent, who treated me in the
Lindest menner while 1 was their guest, wonld also give
me some provimons for my journey ; o they put up a
gourd of their best wine, and some delicious pome-
granates, My Corsicau guides appeaied so hearty, that
I often got down and walked along with them, doing
jurt what I saw thems do. When we grew hungry, we
threw stones among the thick branches of the chestnut
treps which overshaded us, and in that manner we
brought down 2 shawer of chestnuts, with which we filled
our pockets, and went on eating them with great relish ;
and when this made us thirsty, we lay down by the
side of the firet brook, put our mouths to the stream,
and drank wufhoently. 1t was just being for a little
while one of the © prisea gens mortalium, the primiave
race of wen,” who ran abous in the woods eating acorns
and drinking water.

Belief in the Pope,
While I to refresh my roules at a Lttle vil-
lagn, the ta came crowding about me as an

ambaasador going to their general. When they were

country, & utrong black fellow among

them said, “ Ingiewe! sono barbari; non credono m

Dio grangle, English | they are barbarians ; they don’t

buliwe in the grewt God.” I told him, “Exuss me,

Siz, we do beliave in God, and in Jesus Christ t00.”
e

i
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*Um,” eaid he, “e nel Papa} And in the Pope? ”
“Nd.” «K perche? And why?” ‘This was a
purtling question in these cireumstances; for there
was a great audience to the eontroversy. I thought }
would try a method of my own, and very gravely re-
plied, * Perche siamo troppo lontani, Because we me
too far off.” A very nmew argument against the unmi-
versal infallibility of the Pope. It took, however ;
for my opponent mused awhile, and then aaid, ** Troppo
lontano! La Sicilia & tanto lontana che I'Inghilterra ;
e in Ricilia &i credono nel Papa. Too far off! Why
Sicily is as far off as England. Yet m 8icily they be-
lieve in the Pope.” * (),” said 1, “noi siamo dieci
volte pitt lontani che 1a Nicia! We are ten timnes
farther off than Sicily.” “ Aha!” said he ; and scemedd,
quite satisfied. In this manner I got off very walls
T question much whether any of the learned reaso,
of our protestant divines would have had so an
effect.

Boswell's Harangus at Bastelica.

My journey over the mountains was very entertain-
ing. I passed some immense ridges and vast woods
I was 1n great health and spints, and fully able 10
enter into the ideas of the brave rude men whon I
found in all quarters. At Bastelica, where there is a
stately spirited race of people, I had a large company
to atiend me in the convent. 1 hked to see their naturil
frankness and ease ; for why should reen be afraid. of
their own species ?  They came in making an easy bow,
placed themeclves round the room where I was sitting,
restod themuelves on their muskets, and jmmediately
entered into conversation with me, talked very
feelingly of the miserics that thew country had endored,
aod pomplainad that they were still but in o siape of
poverty. I happeued at that time o huve an
flow of spirits ; and as one who, finds hisnsell stmmpst
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utter strangers in a distant country has no timidity, I
harangued the men of Bastelica with great fluency. 1
expatiated on the bravery of the Corsicans, by which
they had purchased liberty, the most valuable of all
possessions, and rendered themselves glorious over all
Europe. Their poverty, I told them, might be reme-
died by a proper cultivation of their island, and by
engnging 8 little in commorce. Bat 1 id them re-
meinber, that they were much happier in their present
state than in a state of refincment and vice, and that
therefore they should beware of luxury. What I said
had the good fortune to touch them, and several of them
repeated the same sentiments much better than I could
de.

]

. #&urst Interview with Paoli.

‘When 1 at last came within sight of Scllacaro, where
Paoli was, I could not help being under considerable
anxiety. My ideas of hin had been greatly heightened
by the conversations I had held with all sorts of people
in the island, they having represented him to me as
something above humanity. I had the stronpest desire
to see 80 cxalted a chavacter ; but 1 feared that I ghould
be unable to give a proper accvunt why I had presumed
to trouble him with a visit, and that 1 should sink to
nuthing before him. T almost wished to go back with-
outsecing him, These workings of sensibility employed
my mind till I rode through the village and came up to
the house where he wes lodged. Leaving my servant with
my guides, X passed through the guards, and was met by
nome of the General’s people, who conducted e into an
atite-chamber, whete were several gentlemien in waiting, I
way shown into Paoli’s room. I found him alone, and was
wtruck with his appearance. He asked me what were my
commands for him. I presented him a letter from Count
Rivacols, and when he had read it, I showed him my
fetter from Roussesn. Howuspame, bat very reserved.

Q
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1 had stood in the presence of many a prince, but 1
never had such a trial asin the presence of Puoli. For
ten minutes we walked backwardsand forwards through
the room, hardly saying a word, while he looked at me,
with a steadfast, keen, and pevetrating eye, as if he
searched my very soul. This interview was for a
while very severe upon me, 1 was much relieved when
lus reserve wore off, and he began to speak more. I
then ventured to address him with this compliment to
the Corsicans. * 8ir, I am upon my travels, and have
lately visited Rome. I am come from seeing the ruins
of one brave and free people: 1 now see the rise of
angther,” He received my comphment very gracionsly ;
but observed that the Corsicans bad no chance of being,
hke the Romans, & great conquering nation, who should
extend its empire over half the globe. ‘Their situation,
and the modern political systems, rendered this im-
possible. But, said he, Corsica may be a very happy
country.

S8ome of the nobles who atiended bim came inte
the room, and presently we were told that dinner
was served up. The General did me the honour to
place me next him. He had a table of fifteen or six-
teen covers, having always a good many of the psine
cipal men of the island with him. He had an Italisa
cook, who had been long in France; but he chose te
have a few plain, substantial dishes, avoiding

kind of luxury, and drinking ne foreign wine. 1
myself under some constraint in such a circle of héroey,

scholay, that his mind was enriched with s variety of
knowledge, and that his conversation ai mepls was in
structive and entertaining. Befora dinner he conveysed
in French. He now spoke Italiau, in which he is very
eloquemt, We retired to another rooth 4o drink coffse,
My timidity wore off. I no longer anxiously showght
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of myself: my whole attention was employed in hstenug
to the illust:ious commander of a nation.

Grreat Attentions paid to Bosweil.

Paoli recommended me to the care of the Abbé Ros~
unt, who had lived many years in France. Signor
Colonna, the lord of the manor here, being from home,
his house was assigned for me to live in. Every day T
felt myself happier. Particular marks of attention were
shown me a5 a subject of Great Britain, the ieport of
which went over to 1taly, and confirmed the conjectures
that 1 was really an cnvoy. In the morming 1 had my
chocolate served up upon a silver salver adorned with
the arms of Corsica. I dined and supped constantly
with the General. I was visited by all the nolulity, and
whenever I chose to make a little tour, 1 was attended
by a party of guards. 1 begged of the General not to
treat me with so much ceremony ; but he insisted upon
it. QOne day when I rode out I was mounted on Paoli’s
awn jwtee, with rich furniture of crimson velvet, with
broad gold lace, and had my guards marching along
with me. 1 allowed myself to indulge a momentary
pride in this parade, as I was curious to experience what
could really be the pleasure of state and distinction wath
which menkind are so %trangely mtoxicated. When J
returned to the Continent after all thig greatness, I used
to joke with my sequaintance, and tell them that I
could not bear to live with them, for they did not treat

me With a proper respect.

Paol’s English Library.
¥ asked Paoli if he understood English. He imme.
distely began and spoke it, which be did tolerably well.
1 was diverted with his English library. It consmsted
of some broken volumes of the Spectator and Tatler,
Popie’s Baesy on Man, Gulliver’s Travels, & History of
France iit old English, md‘ Barclay’s Apology for the
Q
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Quakers. I promised to send him some English
books. (')
Boswell's Corsican Dress.

The ambasciadore Inglese, the English ambassador,
as the good peasants and soldiers used to call me, be-
came a great favourite among them. J gota Corsican
riress made, in which I walked about with an air of true
satisfaction. The General did me the honour to pre-
sent me with his own pistols, made in the island, all of
Corsican wood and iron, and of excellent workmanship.
I had every other accoutrement I even got onc of the
shells which had often sounded the alarm to liberty, I
preserve them all with great care,

Boswell's German Flute, &c.

The Corsican peasants and soldiers were quite free
and easy with me. Numbers of them used to come and
see me of @ morning, and just go out and in as they
pleased. I did every thing in my power to make them
fond of the British, and bid them hope for an alliance
with us, They asked me a thousand questions about
my country, all which I cheerfully answered as well as
I could. One day they would needs hear me play upon
my German flute. To have told my honest nataral
visitants, Really, gentlemen I Play very ill, and put on
such pirs as we do in our gentepl companies, would have
been highly ridiculons. I therefore immediately pom-
plied with their request. I gave them one or twe
Italian airs, and then some of onr beautiful old Scota tunes,
“* Gilderoy,” the *“ Lags of Patie’s Mill,” “ Corn rig;s

1) I have sent him the works of Harsin, of Sid of
A of of Gordon, and of oiber writess in
VOUr ﬁh:;tdy. 1 have also sent him some of our best books
entertainment, in particular the works of Mr.
adﬁ:ﬂn m‘tﬁm magf‘hc‘oml i 4
[ e Univernity ve sent &

few of the Greek and Roman of the beautiful edit
o tae Mecaiturs Foulis 2 Grosgont " W e
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are bonny.” The pathetic simplicity and pastoral gaiety
of the Scots music will always please those who, have
the genuine feelings of nature. The Corsicans were
charmed with the specimens I gave them, though I.may
now say that they were very indifferently performed. -
My good friends iusisted also to have an English song
from me. 1 endeavoured to please them in this too,
and was very lucky in that which oceurred to me. [
sung them —
¢ Hearts of vak are our ships,
' Hearts of oak are our men,*

I translated it into Italian for them, and never dil I
see men so delighted with a song as the Corsicans were
with Hearts of Qak. ¢ Cuore di querco,” cried they,
“ bravo Inglese.” It was quite a joyous riot. I fancied
myself to be & recruiting sea-officer. I fancied all my
chorus of Corsicans aboard the British fleet.

Independency of Corsica.

Paoli talked very highly on preservmg the independ-
ency of Corsiea. “ We may,” said he, « have forexgn
powers for our friends; but they must be ¢ Amici
fuori di casa. Friends at arm’s length.” ¢ We may
make an alliance, but we will not submit ourselves to
the doiminion of the greatest nation in Europe. This
people, 'who have done so much for liberty, would be

. hewn in pceces man by man, rather than allow Corsica

. to be lunk into the territories of another country. Some

eprs ago, when a false rumour was spread that T had a

to yield up Corsica to the Emperor, a Corsican

_came to e, and addressed me in great sgmmon‘—-

;' What ! shall the bjood of so many heroes, who have
hcﬁﬁml their lives for the freadom of Corsica, serve

”only to tinge the purple of a foreign prince!’” 1 men-

W an tbelchm»eofmd]imoebegween(}ren

,Biiain and Corsica. . . Paoli with politeness sud dignity

v
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waved the subject, by suying,  The less assistance we
have from allies, the greater our glory.” He seemed
burt by our trcatment of his country. He mentioned
the severe proclamation at the last peace, in which the
brave islanders were called the Rcbels of Corsica. He
said with a conkcious pride and proper feeling,—* Rebels!
1 did not expect that from Great Britain,” ¥e how-
ever shewed his great respect for the Dritish nation, aud
I could soe he wished much to be in friendship with us.
When I asked him what I could possibly do in retutn
for all his goodness to me, he replied,  Solamente
disjngannate il suo corte. Only undeccive your court.
Tell them what you have seen here. They will be
curioug to ask you. A man come from Corsica will be
like a man come from the antipodes.”

Bosgwell's Melancholy.

This kind of conversation led me to tell Paoli how
much I had suffered from anxious speculations. With
a mind naturally inclined to melancholy, and & keen
desire of inquiry, I had intensely applied myself to
metaphysical researches, and reasoned beyond my depth,
on such subjects as it is not given to man to know. I
told him I had rendered my mind a camera obscura,
that in the very heat of youth I felt the ““non est tanti,”
the * omnia vanitas” of one who has exhausted all the
sweets of his being, and is weary with dull repetition,
1 told hirn that I had almost become for ever incapable
of taking a part in active life. * All this,” said Paoli,
¢¢ js melancholy. I have also studied metaphysies, I
know the arguments for fate and free-will, for the ma«
teriality and immateriality of the soul, and even the
subtile arguments for and against the existence of
matter, * Ma lasciamp queste dispute ai osiosi. But
let us loave these disputes to the idle. Io tengo sempre
fermo un gran pensiero. I hold always firm one
objeet. J never feel a moment of despondency.” Thé
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contemplation of such a character really existing was
of more service to me than all I bad been able to draw
from books, from conversation, or from the exertions of
my own mind. 1 had often formed the idea of a man
continually such as J could conceive in my best mo-
ments. But tnis idea appeared like the ideas we are
taught in the schools to form of things which may
exist, but do not; ot seas of milk, and ships of amber.
Bat I saw my Inghest idea realised in Paoli. It wa-
impossible for e, speculate as I pleased, to have a little
opinion of human nature in him.

Dr, Johnson.

1 gave Paoli the character of my revered friend Mr.
Samuel Jehneon. I have often regretted that illus.
trious men, such as humanity produces a few tunes in
the revolution of many ages, should not see each other ;
and when such arse m the same age, though at the
distance of half the glohe, I have been astonished how
they could forbear to meet.  As steel sharpeneth steel,
so doth 2 man the countenance of his friengd,” says the
wise monarch, What an idea may we not form of an
interview between such a scholar and philosopher as
Mzr. Johnson, and such a legislator and general as Paok !

I repeated to Paoli several of Mr. Johnson's sayings,
80 remarkable for strong sense and original humour, I
now recollect these two, When I told Mr. Johnson
that & certain author affected in conversation to m
tain, that there was no distinction between virtue
vice, he said, ¢ Why, Sir, if the fellow does not think
a8 he speaks, he is lying; and I see not what honour
he can propose to himself from having the chatacter of
a lir. But if he does redlly think that there is no dis-
tigction between virtue and vice, why, Sir, when he
l¢aves our houses let us count onr spoons,” Of modern
infidels and innovators, he said, * Sir, these sre all
vaw men, and will gratify themselves at any expense,
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Truth will not afford sufficient food to their vanity ; eo
they have hetaken themselves to error. Truth, 8ir, is
a cow which wil] yreld such people no more milk, and
80 they are gone to milk the bull.”

I felt an elation of mind to see Paoli delighted with
the sayings of Mr. Johnson, and to hear lum translate.
them with Italian energy to the Corsican heroes. 1
repeated Mr. Johnson's sayings, as nearly as 1 could, in
his own peculiar forcible language, for which, preju~
diced or little critics have taken upon them to find fault
with hum, He 18 above mahing sny answer 1o them,
but I have found a sufficient answer in a general re-
mark in one of his excellent papers : —** Difference ofu
thoughts will produce difference of language. He that
thinks with more extent than another, will want words
of larger meaming.”

Last Duy with Paoli.

The last day whuch I spent with Paoli appeared of
inestimable value. I thought him more than usually
great and amisble when I was upon the eve of parting
from him, * The night before my departare a little in-
cident happened which showed lum in a most agreeable
light. When the servants were bringing in the dessert
after supper, one of them chanced to let fall a plate of
walnuts. Instead of flying into a passion at what the
map could not help, Paoli said, with a smile, “ No

tler.” And turming to me, “ It is a §ood sign for

, 8ir; tempus est spargere nuces, It is time to scatter
walnuts, It 18 a matrimonial omen : you must go home
to your own country, and marry eome fine woman
whom you really like. I shall rejoice to hear of it.
Thie was & pretty allusion te the Roman ceremony at
weddings, of scattering walnuts, S8p Virgil's Damon
SRy —

# Mopse novas incide faces: tibi ducitur uxor.

Sparge wante nuces : uihi deserit Hesperus (Btam.”
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# Thy bride comes forth] begin the festal rites!
The walnuts strew ! prepere the nuptial ligius|
O envied husband, now thy bliss is nigh !

Behold for thee bright Hesper mounts the sky{*

When I again asked Paoli if it were possible for me in
any way to chow him my great respect and attachment,
he replied, “ Ricordatevi che io vi sia amico, e scrive-
temi. Remember that I am your friend, and write to
me.” I said I hoped that when he honoured me with
a letter, he would write not only as a commander, but
as a philosopher and a man of letters. He took me by
the hand, and said, * As a friend.” 1 took leave of
him with regret and agitation, not without some hopes
of seeing him again. Even having known intimately
g0 exalted a character, my sentiments of human nature
were raised, while, by a sort of contagion, I felt an
honest ardour to distinguish myself, and be useful, as
far as my situation and abilities would allow ; and I was,
for the rest of my life, set free from a slavish timidity
in the presence of great men — for where shall 1 find
a man greater than Paoli ?

Return to Corte.

_When 1 set out from Sollacard, 1 felt myself a good
dea] indisposed. The old house of Colonna, like the
family of ‘its master, was much decayed; so that both
wind and rain found their way into my bed-chambey.
From this I contracted a severe cold, which ended in a
tertian ague, There was no help for it. T might well
#ibmit to some inconveniences, where I had enjoyed so0
‘much hippiness. I was accompanied a part of the roed
.gt great -wmhy priest, who had never been out of

He wes a very Hercules for strength and re~
solution. He and two other Corsicans took a castle
;m-hone;lbynoleu than fifteen Genocese: indeed the

-Lovdicans have such - contempt of their enemies, that
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. r .

T have heard them say, * Bastcrebbero le donne contra
i Gemovesi! Our women would be enough against the
Genoese!” This pnest was a bluff, hearty, roaring
fellow, troubled neither with knowleage nor care. He
was ever and anon showing me how stoutly his nag
could caper. He always rode some paces before me,
and sat in an attitude half turned round, with his ha: d
clapped upon the crupper. Then he would burst out
with comical songs about the devil and the Genoese, and
1 don’t know what all. 1n shoit, notwithstanding my
feverishness, he kept me laughing whether I would
or no.

At Cauro I had a fine view of Ajaccio and its en-
virons. My ague was some time of forming, so I had
frequent intervals of case, which I employed in observ-
ing whatever occuired. 1 was lodged at Cauro, in the
house of Signor Peraldi of Ajaccio, who received me
with great politeness. I found heére another provincial
magistracy. Before supper, Signor Peraldi and a young
Abbé of Ajaccio entertamed me with some airs on the
violin. After they had shown me their taste in fine
improved music, they gave e some original Corsican
eirs ; and, at my deaire, they brought up four of the

of the magistracy, and made them show me a
orsican dance. It was truly savage. They thurmped
with their heels, sprung upon their toes, brandished
their arms, wheeled and leaped with the most violent
gesticnlations. It gave me the idea of an admirable
war dance.

At Bogognano I came upon the same road I had
formerly travelled from Coite, where 1 arrived safe
a&erﬂ.l,my fatigues. My good fathers of the Fran-
cisesyy oonvent receired me like an old scquaintancey
and showsd a kind of comcern at my fllness, My
#gue distteased me sa much, thut I was confined 4 the
convént for several days, I did not however wedry.
I was visiled by the Great Chancellor, and sswersl
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others of the civil magistrates, and by Padre Mariani,
rector of the university, 8 min of learning and abilities ;-
as a proof of which, he had been three years at Madrid,
in the character of secretary to the General of the Fran
ciscans. I remember a very eloquent expression of his
on the state of his country. ¢ Corsica,” eaid he,  has
for many years past been bleeding at all her veins. They
are now closcd.  But after being so severely exhausted,
it will take some time before she can recover peifect
strength.” 1 was also visited by Padre Leonardo, of
whose animating discourse I have made mention in .
former part of this book.

Indeed 1 should not have been at & loss, though my
very reverend fathers had been all my society. I was
not in the least looked upon as a heretic. Difference of
faith was forggtien in hospitality. I went about the
convent as if I had been in my own house ; and the
fathers, without any impropriety of mirth, were yet as
cheerful as I could desirc. I had two surgeons to
attend me at Corte, a Corsican and a Piedinontese ; and
I got a little Jesuit’s bark from the spiceria, or apothe-
cary’s shop, of the Capuchin convent. 1 did not, how-
ever, expect to be effectually cured till 1 should get to
Bastia, .

Letter to Dr. Johnson.

* .On one of the days that my agug disturbed me
lgast, I walked from the Franciscan convent to Corte,
purposely to write a letter to Mr. Semuel Johnson.
1 told my revered friend, that from a kind of super-
stition agreeable in a certain degree to him, as well
as to myself, 1 had, during my travels, written to him
from loca solennia, places in some measure sacred.
That as I had written to lum from the. tomb of Me=
lancthon (1), sa:red to learning and piety, I now wrote

-

(1) [See on?, Vul. VI, p, £55.)
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1o him from the palace of Puscul PIN, sacred to wise
dom and liberty; knowiy, that, hewever his political
prpeiples may bave beer 1, esenued, v had always
a generons zeal for the eomnre s o5 hits of hu pamty I
gave hum a cketeh of *h» sreat thuugs I had seen n
Corgica, and promieuc hin « more  np'c *Jtion Mr
Johnson was plewvu w owhak I vror ‘e, for I
received at Paris an  bewy m hrm wtne! 1 laypae
& valuable chaster —“ Y « v 1 return jom e 11 re.
urn t0 an uneltered awd T hor v unaltoribk tilend
All that yoo have t fear tram tw 1 the v aon of
Lisappownting me  Come h née howervar 1 d take
your chance  llougtoset y u arlto hem you and
hope ¢t we shall mot b w long «puwd 1gam
(om home, and expect such @ veliwy 19 due o
him, whom a wise and noble curio ty has led wher,
perhaps, no native of this count1y ever was beforc *
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No. I.

MISCELLANEOUS LETTERS.

Lerren 474, TO MR. ELPHINSTONE. (1)

April 0. 1749.

Si», — I have for a long time intended to answer the
letter which you were pleased to send’ me, and know not why
T have delayed it so long, but that'I had nothing particular
either of inquiry or information to send you; and the same
reason might still bave the same consequence, but I find in my
recluse kind of life that I am not likely to have much more to
say at one time than at another, and that therefore I may en-
danger, by an appearance of neglect long continued, the loss
of such an acquaintance as I know not where to supply. I
therefore write now to assure you how sensible I am of the
kindness you have always expressed to me, and how much
I desire the cultivation wof that benevolence which perbaps
noﬂung but the distance ‘between us has hindered from ripen-
mg before this time into friendship. Of myself I have very
htﬂatopy.mdofmybodyekelw'letmehomerbc

(1) [See "antd, Vol, 1, p.245.) #
R2
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aliowed one thing, and that in my own favour — that I am,
dear Sir, yours, &e. Sam. Jouxsox.

Leres 475, TO MISS BOOTHBY. ()

Saturday (), [ Dee. 27. 1755 ]
Dranesr Dear, — T am extremely obliged to you for the
t:indness of your inquiry., After I had written to you, Dr.
Lawrence came, and would have given some oil and sugar, but

‘1) See an#d, Vol. 1. p 85, Vol VIIL p, 08, and Vol. I1X. p.57. Mias
Hill Boothly was the daughter ot Mi. Brouk Bouthuy and his sccond lady,
shizabeth Fitzherbert. Mr. Booth iy was the <on ‘of Sa Wlliam, tic
second Baronet, by Miss Hill Brooke, and the tather of Sir Brouke, the
tourth Baronet. 158 BuothLy wus above a year older than Dr Jobmson,
Though her mother’s name was Fuxhertns o she was but distantly related
tu the Tissimgton famuly. She was attached to Mrs. Fitzherbert by an en-
thusiastic and spiritualised (nendship, <nd on her death Miss Boothhy
devoted herself to the care of her aix children.  ‘LT'he Rev. Richard Graves,
autnor of the * Spiritual Quixote, * was for some time durnestic chaplain at
Tiwington ; and as my venerable and amiable friend, Lord St. Helens, .
1018 we, described 1n that novel the several members of that family, and
their visiters, wath great accuracy. [t may be as well Lo prescrve here the
k':-y whiclh Lord St, Heleus has giveu mae to the characters witroduced into
the novel ; —

Sir William Forrester -~ Mr, Fitzherbert,

Lady Fonester - -~ Mrs Fitzherbert,

< = = L P Muynell, Esq., of Bradley Park,
Mis, F.'s tather,

Kitty Forrester - - Catherine Fitzherbert,afterwards Mrs.

Bateman,
Miss Saénthil - . Miss Hill Boothby.
Coloncl Rappee =«

> Colonel Deane.
BobTench. .« - «  Me Nicholas Thornhill,
Young Templar  « «  Mr, C. Pratt, afterwards Lord Camden,

s
Even the inferior characters were drawn from the life, The Jacobite
barber was ene Daniel Shapley; tseorge, the butler, was Johu Jatham ;
and Molly. the lady’s maid, was Mary Etches, Jﬁerwnnh marnied Lo
Latham ; Wildgonse, the hero, was supposed to bea portrait of Mr. Graves'y
own brother; and Lord St ‘?lelcn- adds, that altbough the author, w
heighten the ¢ontrast between him and his brother, describes himselt as 2
sporting pavson, he was reslly no such thing, but, on the coutrary, a

Wi and couscientious })ﬂnnh ricst. ‘There s an account of him in'the
% pulihc Characters” for 1800. rd St. Helens dpes not recollect to bave
heard how Dr. Johnsou’s acquai with his began, but thinks

P gal
it not improbable that 1r, Lawrence, who had married a Lerbyshire lady,
may have been the original link of acq -C. .

(@) Probably Saturday, 27th of December, 1755. These undated notes ifis
nnt-easy to arrange; but the order 1 have asigned to themn seems probible,
and is eonsistent with the contents, It seems that, while Johnson was
Jabourihg-under some kind of feverish cold, Miss Boothby herself tell ill of
a disease, of which she died in a fortnight. €, . .
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J took rhenish and water, and recovered my voice. 1 ver
cough much, and sleep ill. 1 bave been visited by agother
ductor to-day ; but I laughed at his balsam of Peru. T fasted
on Tuesday, Weduesday, and Thursday, and felt neither hun.
ger nor faininess 1 have dined gesterday and to-day, and
found Jittle refreshment. 1 am not much amiss ; but can no
more sleep than if my dearest lady were angry at, Madam,
your, &c.

Lurrea 476. TO THFE SAME.
* December 30 1755

Drar Mapam, — Tt is again midnight, and I am again
alone.  With what meditation shall I amuse this waste hour’
of darkness and vacuity? 1f I turn iny thoughts upon myselt,
what do T perecive but a poor helpless being, reduced by a
blast of mind to wenkness and misery ?  1low my present dis-
temper was brought upon me 1 can give no account, but im-
pute it to some sudden succession of cold to heat; such as in
the common road of life cannot be avoided, and against whic}
no precaution can be taken.

Of the fallaciousness of hope and the uncertainty of schemes,
every day gives some new proof; but it is seldom heeded, 1ill
something rather felt than scen awahens attention.  This ill-
ness, in which I have suffered somcthing, and feared much
more, has depressed my confidence and clation ; and made me
consider all that I had promised myself,_gs less certain to be
attained or enjoyed. I bave.endeavoured to form resolution-
of a better life; but I form them weakly, under the conscious-
ness of an external motive. Not that 1 conceive a time of
sickness, a time improper for recollection and good purposes,
which I believe diseases and calamities often sent to produce.
but beecause no man can know how little his performance will
answer to his promises; and designs are nothing in humaa
eyes till they are realised by execution.

Continue, my dearest, your praycrs for me, that no goud
resolution may be vain. You tkink, I belicve, better of me’

B3
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than Y deeerve. ¥ hope to be in time what I wish to be; and
what, I bave hitherto sausfied myself too readily with only
wishing.

Your blet brought me, what I much wished tv have, a
proof that 1 am still remegnbercd by you at the hour in which
T most desire it.

The Doctor [Lawrence] is anxious about you. He thinks
vou too neglizent of yourself; if yow will promise to be cau-
tious, I will exchange promises, as we have already exchanged
injunctions. However, do not write to me more than you can
easily bear ; do not interrupt your ease to write at all.

‘Mr. Fitzherbert sent to-day to offer me some? wine; the
people about me say I ought to accept it. I shall theteﬁu'e
be obliged to bim if he will send me a bottle.

There has gone about a report that I died to-day, which I
mention, lest you should hear it and be alarmed. You see
that I think my death may alarm you; which, for me, is to
think very highly of earthly friendship. I believe it arose
from the dcath of one of my neighbours. You know Des
Cartes’ argument, “ 1 think ; therefore 1 am.” It is as good
a conscquence, I write; therefore I am alive.” I might give
another, « I am alive; therefore I love Miss Boothby ;” but
that I hope our friendship may be of fur longer duration than
life. 1 am, dearest Madam, with sincere affection, yours,

Sam. Jounsow.

Lerrer 477. IO THE SAME.

‘Wednesday, DGG.SL 1755

My swrer Anger,— I have read your book, I am afraid
you will think without any great imp.ovement; whether you
can read my notes, I know not.  You ought not to be offended ;
I am perhaps as sincere as the writer. In all-things that ter-
minate here I shall be much guided by your influence, and
should take or leave by your direction; but I cannot receive
my religion from arv human hend. I desire however to be

* instructed, and am far from thinking myself perfect.
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1 beg you to return the book when you have looked intg it.
X should not have written what was in the margin, had, 1 not
bad it from you, or had I not intended to show it you.

It affords me a new conviction, that in these books there is
little new, except new forms of exp‘uion ; which may be sowe-
times taken, even by the writer, for new doctrines.

I sincerely hope that God, whom you so much desire to
serve aright, will bless you, and restore you to health, if he
sees it best. Surely no human understanding can pray for any
thing temporal otherwise than conditionally. Dear Angel, do
not forget me. My heart is full of tenderness. It has pleased
God to permit me to be much better; which I believe will
please you.

Give me leave, who have thought much on medicine, to
propose to you an easy, and I think a very probable remedy
for indigestion and lubricity of the bowels. Dr. Lawrence
has told me your case. Take an ounce of dried orange peel
finely powdered, divide it into scruples, and take one scruple
at a time in any manner ; the best way is perhaps to driuk it
in a glass of hot red port, or to eat it first, and drink the wine
after it. 1f you mix cinnamon or autmeg with the powder,
it were not worse; but it will be more bulky, and so more
troublesome. This is 8 medicine not disgusting, not costly,
easily tried, and if not found useful, easily left off. (1)

I would not have you offer it to the Doctor as mine. Phy-
sicians do not love intruders; yet do not take it without his
leave. But do not be easily put off, for it is in my opinion
very likely to help you, and not likely to do you harm: do not
take too much in haste; a scruple once in three hours, or
about five scruples a day, will be sufficient to begin; or Jess,
if you find any aversion. I think using sugar with it might
be bed ; if syrup, use old syrup of quinces; but even that I do
not like. I should think better of conserve of sloes. Has the
Doctor mentioned the bark? In powder you could hardly
take it ; perhaps you might take the infusion.

(1) See aned, VoL V. p. 269.—C.
R4
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Do not think me troublesome, I am full of care. I love
you and honour you, and am very unwilling to lose you.
A Dieu je vous recommande. 1 am, Madam, your, &e. My
compliments to my dear Miss.

-

Lxrren 478. TO THE SAME.

Jan, 1. 1756

Dearesr Mapawm, — Though I am afraid your illness leaves
vou little leisure for the reception of airy civilities, yet I cannot
forbear to pay you my congratulations on the new year; and
to declare my wishes, that your years to come may be many
and happy. In this wish indeed I include myself, who have
none but you on whom my heart reposes; yet surely I wich
your good, even though your situation were such as should
permit you to communicate no gratifications to, dearest Madam,
your; &c.

Lerrer 479. TO THE SAME.
Jan. 3. 1756,
Dearzst Manam, — Nobody but you can recompense me
for the distress which I suffered on Monday night. Having
ed Dr. Lawrence to let me know, at whatever hour, the
state in which he left you; I concluded, when he stayed so
long, that he stayed to see my dearest expire. I was com-
posing myself as I could to hear what yet I hoped not to hear,
when his servant brought me word that you were better. Do
you continuc to grow better? Let my dear little Miss inform
me on a card. 1 would not have you write, lest it should
hurt you, and consequently hurt likewise, dearest Madam,
yours, &e.

Leree 480. TO THE SAME.

- , nm, Jan. 8 1756,
Hoxourrp Manam, — I beg of you to endeavour to live,
I have returned your Law; which, however, I earnestly en-
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treat you to give me. I am in great trouble; if you can write
three words to me, be pleased to de it I am afraid to say
much, and cannot say nothing when my dearest is in danger.
The al] merciful God have mercy on you! 1 am, Madam,
your, &e. (1)

Lerren 481. TO MR. GEORGE STRAHAN,

At School.
Feb. 19. 1765

Drar Grorar,—1I am glad that you hzve found the benefit
of confidence, and hope you will never want a friend to whom
you may safely disclose any painful secret. The state of your
wind you had not so concealed but that it was suspected at
home, which I mention, that if any hint should be given you,

1) Miss Boothby died Friday, January 16. 1756 ; upon whose death Dr.
Johiwon compnsed the following prayer ; —*¢ Hill Boothbv's death, Ja-
nuary, 1756, — O Loid God, Almighty disposer of all things, in whose
hands are hfe and death, who givest coimforts and takest them away, 1 re.
turn thee thanks for the good exanple of Hull Boothby, whom thou hast
now taken away ; and implore thy grace that I may improve the opportu.
nity of instruction which thou hast afforded me, by the knowladge of hee
Vife, and by the sensc of her death; that Umay consider the uncertainty of
my nt state, and apply myself carnestly to the dutics whick thou hat
sct before me, ti\nt, livang in thy fear, 1 may dic in thy favour, through
Jesus Chrst our Lord.  Amen.” (Pr. and Med. p. ¥5.)

‘T'he gencral phraseology of Johnson’s notes, and the terms “ oy dearest ™
and * mn * seem strange ; but it must be recollected that dearest
dear, and sniular superlatives of o , were usual with him in ad-
dressing Mits Rovnoids and other ladies, for whowmn he confessedly felt
nothing but friemdship ; and they were add d to Miss Boothby whea

was dying, and when the hearts of both were softencd by sickness and
affliction, and warmed by spintual communication. As to the supposed
ﬂulr{’betwm him and Lord Lyttelton for Miss Boothby's favour (scc
anté, Vol. IX. p. 57.), it must be either a total mistake or an absurd exag-
ation, Lord Lﬁmlwn was, during the whole of the acquaintance of

. Johnson and Miss Boothby, a married man, fondly attached to e
wife, and remarkable for the punctibious propriety of his moral conduct ;
and the praference shown by Miss Boothby, and which is said to have
rankled in Johnson's heart, could have been nothing more than some inci-
dentin a mommy visit, when Lord Lyttclton and Johnson may have met
in Cavendish Square (for it seems certain that they never met in the
mntryk‘ We have seen in the cares of Lord Chesterfield (Vol. 11 p.7.)
and of Miss Cotterell (Vol. I p. 293.) how touchy Johnson was on such
occasions, and'how ready he was to take offence at any chmﬁ that looked
like slight. Some preference or supcrior respect shown by ins Roothby
to Lord Lyttelton’s rank and public station (he was Chancellor of the Ex-
chegaer in 1753}““ doubt oshnded the sensmitive prde of Johnson, ard
occasiomed the dislike which he confessed to Mrs, Thrale be felt for Ld
Lytiulton ; hué an amorous rivalry between them is not only absurd, bt
imposgible, w=C,




230 GENERAL APPENDIX, I.

it may not be imputed to me, who have told nothing but to
yourself, who had told more than you intended.

1 l;ope you read more of Nepos, or of some other boak, than
you construe to Mr. Bright. The more books you look into
for your entertainment, with the greater variety of style you
will make yourself acquainted. -Turper I do not know; but
think that if Clark be better, you should change it, for I shall
never be willing that you should trouble yourself with more
than one book to learn the government of words,. What book
that one shall'be, Mr. Bright must determine. Be but dili-
gent in reading and writing, and doubt not of the success. Be
pleased to make my compliments to Miss Page and the gen-
tlemen. I am, dear Sir, yours affoggionately,

Sam. Joaxsox.

Lerrzr 482, TO THE SAME.

March 26, 1763,

Dear 81w, — You did not very soon answer my letter, and
therefore cannot complain that I make no great haste'to answer
yours. I am well enough satisfied with the proficiency that
you make, and hope that you will not relax the vigour of your
diligence. I hope you begin now to see that all is possible
which was professed. Learning is a wide field, but six years
spent in close application are a long time; and I am still of
opiuion, that if you continue to consider knowledge as the most
pleasing and desirable of all acquisitions, and do not suffer your
course to be interrupted, yon may take your degree not only
without deficiency, but with great distinction.

You must still continue to write Latin. This is the most
difficult part, indeed the only part that is very difficult, of your
undertaking. If you can exemplify the rules of syntax, I
know not whether it will be worth while to trouble yourself
with any more translations. You. will more increase your
number of words, and advance your skill in phraseology, by
making a short theme, or two every day; and when you have
construed properly a stated number of verses, it will be pleas-
ing to go from reading to domposition, and from composition
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to reading. But do not be very particuler about method ; any
method will do if there be but diligence. Let me know, if
you please, once a week what you are doing. I am, dear
George, your humble servant, Sam. Jounsow.

Lerres 483, TO THE SAME.,

April 16. 1763,

Deax Siry — Your account of your proficience is more
vearly equal, I find, to my expectations than your own. You
are angry that a theme on which you took so much pains was
at last a kind of English Latin; what could you expect more?
If at the end of seven years you write good Latin, you will
excel most of your contemporaries: Scribendo disces seribere,
It is only by writing ill that you ean attain to write well. Be
Lut diligent and constant, and make no doubt of success.

1 will allow you but six weeks for Tully’s Offices. Walker's
Particles T would not have you ' trouble yourself to learn at all
by heart, but look in it from time to time and observe his notes
and remarks, and see how they are exemplified. The trans-
lation from Clark’s history will improve you, and I would have
you continye it to the end of the bouk.

I hope you read by the way at loose hours other books,
though you do not mention them; for no time is to be lost;
and what can be done with a master is but a small part of the
whole, I would have you now and then try at some English
versess When you find that you have mistaken any thing,
review the passage carefully and settle it in your mind.

Be pleased to make my compliments, and those of Miss
Williams, to all our friends. I am, dear Sir, yours most
affectionately, : ) 8am. JornsoN,

Zxrran4s4, TO THE SAME,
Bept. 90. 1763,
Drar Stz,— T should have answered your Jast letter sooner
if I could have given you any valuable or useful directions;
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but. I knew not any way by which the composition of Laun
verse can be much facilitated. Of the grammatical part,
which comprises the knowledge of the measure of the foot, and
quantity of the syllables, your grammar will teach you all that
can be taught, and even of that you can hardly know any thing
by rule but the measure of the foot. ‘I'he quantity of syllables
even of those for which rules are given is commonly learned
by practice and retained by observation. For the poetical
part, which comprises variety of expression, propriety of terms,
dexterity in selecting commodious words, and readiness in
changing their order, it will all be produced by frequent essays
and resolute perseverance. 'The less help you have, the sooner
you will be able to go forward without help.

1 suppose you are now ready for another author. I would
not have you dwell longer upon one book than till your fami-
Jiarity with its style makes it casy to you. Every new book
will for a time be difficult. Make it a rule to write something
in Latin every day; and let* me know what you are now
doing, and what your scheme is to do next. Be pleased to
give my compliments to Mr, Bright, Mr. Stevenson, and Miss
Page. 1 am, dear Sir, your affectionate servant,

Sam, Jounsow.

Lerrer 485. -TO THE SAME.

July 14,1763,
Dear Georor, — To give pain ought always to be painful,
end 1 am sorry that T have been the ion of any i

1o you, to whom I hope never to [do] any thing but for your
benefit or your pleasure. Your uneasiness was without any
reason-on your part, as you bad written with sufficient fre-
quency to me, and T hiad only neglected to answer them,
because, as nothing new had been proposed to your study, no
new direction or incitement could be offered you. But if it
had happened that you bad omitted what you did not omit,
and that I had for an hour, or a week, or a much longer time,
thought myself put out of your mind by something to which
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presenct gave that prevalence, which presence will sometimes
wraw even where there is the most prudence and experience,
you are not to imagine that my friendship is light vnobgh to
fie blown away by the first cross blast, or that my regard or
hindness hangs by so slender a bair as to be broken off' by the
uafelt weight of a petty offence. I love you, and liope to love
vou long. You have hitherto done nothing to diminish my
good will, and though you had done much more than you bave
supposed imputed to you, my good will would not have been
dirninished.

I write thus largely on this suspicion, which you have suf-
feved to enter into your mind, because in youth we are apt to
be too rigorous in our expectations, and to suppose that the
duties of life are to be performed with unfailing cxactness and
regularity ; but w our progress through life we are forced to
abate much of our demands, and to take friends such as we can
find them, not as we would niake them,

Thuse concessions every wise mau is more ready to make to
others, as he knows that he shall often want them for himeelf ;
and when he reruerubers how often he fails in the obscresnoe
of & cultivation of his best friends, is willing to suppose that his
friends may in their turn neglect bim, without any inteation
to offend him,

When thercfore it shall happen, as happen it will, thas you
or I have disappointed the cxpectation of the other, you arc
not to suppose that you have lost me, or that I intended to lose
you; nothing will remain but to repair the fault, apd to go on
as if it never had been committed. I am, Sir, your affectionate
servant, Sax. Jornson.

Lerrzr 486, TO MISS REYNOLDS.
Oxiford, Oct. 7. (1763 1
Your letter has scarcely come time enough to make an an-

swer possible. I wish we could talk over the affair. I canvot
gonow I must finish my book. I do not know Mr. Col-
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lier. (1) I have not moncy beforchand sufficient. How loug
have you known Collier, that you should put yourself into his
hands? 1 onoe told you that ladies were timorous and yet not
cautious.

1f I might tell my thoughts to one with whom they never
had any weight, I should think it best to go through France.
The expense is not great; 1 do not much like obligation, nor
think the grossness of @ ship very suitable to a lady. Do not
go till 1 see you. 1 will see you as soon as I can. I am, my
dearcst, most sincerely yours, SaM. JomNsoN.

Lerres 487. TO FRANCIS FOWKE, ESQ. (%)

July 11, 1776,
Stn,— I received some weeks ago a collection of papers,
which contain the trial of my dear friend, Joseph Fowke, of
whom 1 cannot casily be induced to think otherwise than well,
and who seems to have been injured by the prosecution aud the
sentence, His first desire is, that T should prepare his narra-
tive for the press; his second, that if' I cannot gratify him by

ier, since & that ti
”%c.puwcon rm‘mn at time to sail to the

terranean wsth hs ludy —M And it would secin offered
Miss Reynolds pun:ge; and Miss Reynolds ars 10 have wished that
Johnson mught be of the party. Sir Joshua had gune to the Mediterranean

in a similar way with Captam Keppel. —C,

7&) See anf?, Vol VL . 136 and 140, Mr. J. Fowke, whe died about
1794, was born about the yeur 171, and entered iuto the scrvice of the
Emst lndia Company at the age of seventeen, He remained at Fort 8t
George till 1748, and when he returned to ]:m-nd was offered the govern-
ment either ot Levgal or Madras, ‘This offer was by no means so ad.
vmhfoom as 1t would he at prevont; Mr. Fowke theretore declined it, and
remained in England until 1771, At this period he returned to Indm,
where some differcences of opimon unfortunately occurred between him
and the Provisional Government, wineh ended 1 his being tried 1n June,
1775, in the Supreme Court of Bengal, under two indictinenta. In the first
of thege triala the verdict was, not gwiity. In the second, in which Mr,
Fowke was icated with Nunducomdr and Rada Churn, the verdict
was, * Joseph ¥owke und Nundocomar, guilty ; Rada Churn, not gullty.”
In the year 138, Wr. Fowhe tally quittod Be gal, with a recaimend-

ation from Lord Cornwalii< to the Court of Dircetors, as 8 person entitled
to reccive the p w!mh was d to their servants returnmg
from Bengal d h

out ot employ 'h1s Wi s
;?em’d. After a | of some tume, the claim was hrwch:‘l’mnd
r. Burke in the House ol (ounmons, and & resolution was wade wm h
favour. See also p. 119. of the present volume,
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publication, I would transmit the papers to you. To a com-
pliance with his first request I have this objection ; that ] live
in a reciprocation of civilities with Mr. Hastings, and therefore
cannot properly diffuse a narrative, intended to bring upon him
the censure of the public. Of two adversaries, it would be
rash to condemn either upon the evidence of the other; and a
common friend must keep bimself suspended, at least till he has
heard both.

I am therefore ready to transmit to you the papers, which
have beun seen ouly by myself; and beg to be informed how
they may be conveyed to you. [ see no legal objection to the
publication; and of prudentinl reusons, Mr. Fowke and you
will be allowed to be fitter judges.  1f you would have me send
them, let me have proper directions: if a messenger is to eall
for them, give me notice by the post, that they may be ready
for delivery. To my dear Mr. Fowke any good would give
me pleasure; 1 hope for some opportunity of performing the
dutics of friendship to him, without violating them with regard
to another. I am, Sir, &e.

Lerree 488, TO MRS. THRALE.
London, Aprilg. 1761,

Dearest Mapam, — That you are gradually recovering
your tranquillity is the effect to be humbly expected from trust
in God. Do not represent life as darker than it is. Your
loss has been very great, but you retain more*than almost any
other can hope to possess. You are high in the opinion of
mankind ; you have children from whom much pleasurz may
be expected ; and that you will ind many friends you have no
reason to doubt. Of my friendship, be it more or less, T hope
you think yourself certain, without much art or care. It will
not be easy for me to rcpay the benefits that I have received ;
but I hope to be always ready at your call. Our sorrow has
different effects : you are withdrawn into solitude, and I am
driven; into company. I am afraid of thinking what 1 have
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lost. I mever had such a friend before. Lot me have your
prayers and those of my dear Queency. The prudence and
resolution of your design to return so s0on to your business and
your duty deserves great praise: I shall communicate it on
Wednesday to the othier esecutors.

Lerrer 489. TO THE SAME,

Deangsr Mapaym, — You will not suppose that much has
happened since Iast night, nor is this indeed a tiwe for talking
much of loss and gain. The business of Christians is now for
a few days in their own bosoms. God grant us to do it pro-
perly! I hope you gain ground on your affliction: I hope to
overcome mine. You and Miss must comfort one another.
May you long live happily together! I have nobody whom 1
expeet to share my uneasiness ; nor, if I could communicate i,
would it be less. I give it little vent, and amuse it as I can.
Let us pray for one another; and when we meet, we may try
what fidelity and tenderness will do for us.  There is no wis-
dom in useless and hopeless sorrow ; but there is something 1n
it so like virtue, that he who is wholly without it cannot be
wved, nor will, by me at least, be thought worthy of esteem.

Lerren 490. TO THE SAME.
Oxford, Oct, 17. 1781,

On Monday evening arrived at the Angel inn at Oxford
Mr. Jobnson and Mr. Barber, without any sinister accident.
I am lLere; but ‘'why am I here? on my way to Lichfield,
where I believe Mrs. Aston will be glad to sce me. 'We have
known each other long, and, by consequence, are both old ; and
she is paralytic; and if I do not sec ber soon, I inay see her no
more in this world. To make a visit on such considerations is
to go on a melancholy errand.  But such is the course' of life.
This place is very empty, but there are more here whom I
‘know than I could have expected. Young Burke (!) has just

Richard, the son of Edmund at this period at Oxmrd. He
digd)ml'm».ct.sﬁ. His affiicted Bmhﬁn per ortalised hin in many
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been with me, and I have dined to-day thh Dr. Adams, who
seems fond of me.

Lichficld, Oct. 20, 1781. — I wrote fmm Oxford, whc.rc- 1
staid two days. Ou Thursday I went to Birmingham, and
was told by Hector that 1 should not be well so soon as T ex-
pected ; but that well I should be. Mrs, Careless took me
under her care, and told me when I Aad tea enough. On Friday
I came hither, and have escaped the postehaises (1) all the woi.
Every body bere is as kind as I expected; I think Lucy is
kinder than ever.

Oct. 27. — Poor Lucy'sillness has left her very deaf, and, ]
think, very inarticulate. T can scarcely make her understand
me, and she can hardly make me understand her.  So here are
merry doings. But she seems to like me better than she did.
She cate very little, but does not fall away. Mrs. Cobb and
Puter Garrick are as you left them.  Garrick's legatees at this
place are very angry that they receive nothing. Things are
not quite right, though we are so far from London. (2)

Ashbourne, Nov. 10. — Yesterday I came to Ashhourne,
and last night I had very little rest.  Dr. Taylor lives on milk.,
aud grows every day better, and is not wholly without hopu.”
Every body inquires after you and Queeney; but whatever
[Miss] Burney may think of the celerity of fame, the-name of
Evclina had never beeni beard at Lichfield till I brought it. 1
am afraid my dear townsmen will be mentioned in future dayvs
as the last part of this nation that was civilised. But. the
days of darkness are soon to be at an end. The reading so-
ciety ordered it to be procured this week.

Nov. 24, — I shal leave this place about the beginning f
next week, and shall leave every place as fast as I decently en:,

—

theuc ages of his hur \votk 'tlld cularly in his celebratd
FLetter to s Noble Lord.” % 18d pasticularty
(1) He mummped the upnuzct postchaises, by happening to find
places in stage.coaches, — C,
( Dr. Johmon always controverted the gommo ahu observatioh
superior purity happiness of country life, —

YOL. X, L



2:8 GENERAL APPENDIX, L

till I get back to you, whose kindness is one of my great com~
forts. I am not well, but have a mind every now and then to
think mylelf better, and I now hope to be better under your
sare.

Ln:bﬁeld, Dec. 3. — I am now come back to Lichield,
where 1 do vot intend to stay long enough to receive another
letter. I bave little todohere butto take leave of Mrs. Aston.
1 hope not the Jast leave. But Christians may with more con«
fidence than Sophouisha

 Avremo tosto lungo Jungo spazio
. Per stare assieme, ot sard forse eterno.” (1)
My time passed heavily at Ashbourne; yet I could not easily
get away ; though Taylor, I sincerely think, was glad to see
me go. I have now learned the inconvenience of a winter
campsign ; but I hope home will make amends for all my
foolish sufferings.

Birmingbam, Dec. 8. — I am come to this place on my way
to London and to Streatham. I hope tobe in London on Tues-
day or Wednesday, and at Streatham on Thuyrsday, by your
kind conveyance. I shall have nothing to relate either wondera'
ful or delightful. But remember that you seut me away, apd
turned me out into the world, and you must take the chancs'of
finding me better or worse. This you may know at present,
that my affection for you is not diminished ; and my expectation
from you is increased. Do not neglect me, nor relinquish me.
Nobody will ever love you better or honour ybu more than,
Madam, yours, &c. 8am. Jognsoxn.

Lertzx 491, TO RICHARD BEATRIFFE, ESQ

Bolt Court, Feb, 14. 1782
S1r, — Robert Levet, with whom I bave been connectéd by
a ﬁiwdqhip of many years, died htelynmy house. His

qnolfuon 15, from the yof “ Sofonisba,”
of t}\e tarliest Italia I n uemm of au
‘mwedy. uel Gmguana':!m a d'Italie, tom, vo.: ‘z:'or“m.:
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death was sudden, and ne will has yet been found ; I therefore

gave notice of his death in the papers, that an heir, if’ he bas

any, may appear. Ile has left very little; but of that little his

brotber is doubtless heir, and your friend may be perbaps his

brother. | have bad another application from one who calls

h'mself his brother; and I suppose it is fit that the claimant

should give some prooft of his relation. 1 would gladly know,

from the gentleman that thinks himself R. Levet's brother, in

what year, and in what parish, . Levct was born? Where

or how was he cducated?  What was his carly course of Jife

What were the roarks of his person ; his stature; the colour of
his eyes? Was he marked by the small-pox? Had he any

mpediment in his speech?  What relations bad he, and how

many are now living? His answer to these questions wills
show whether he knew him; and he may then proceed to

chow that he is his brother. e may be sure that nothiug

shall be hastily wasted or removed. 1 have not looked into

his boxes, but trausferred that business to a gentleman in the

neighbourhood, of character above suspicion,

Lxrres 4902, TO MRS, I'HRALE.

April 26, 1782,

I have been very much out of order since you sent me
away; but why should 1 tell you, who do not care, nor desire
to know, I dined with Mr. Paradise on Monday, with the
Bishop of St. Asaph yesterday, with the Bishop of Chester 1
dine to-day, and with the Academy on Suturday, with M.
Hoole on Monday, and with Mrs. Garrick on Thursday, the
2d of May, and then — what care you? - what then? The
news run that we have taken seventeen Fremch transports;
that Langton's lady is lying down with her eighth child, all
alive; and Mrs. Carter's Miss Sharpe is going to many a
schuolmaster sixty-two fears uld.

a?
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Leren 493,  TO THE SAME.

o April 9, 1772,

I have bad a fresh cold, and been very poorly. But 1 was
yesterdny at Mr. Houole’s, where were Miss Reynolds and
wany others. I am going to the club. Since Mrs. Garrick's
invitation I have a letter from Miss More, to engage me for
the evening. I have an appointment to Miss - Monkton, and
another with Lady Shefficld at Mrs. Wray's. Two days ago
Mr. Cumberland had his third night, which, after all expenscs,
put into his own pocket five pounds. He has lost his plume.

Mrs. Sheridan refused to sing, 'at the Duchess of Devon-
shire’s request, a song to the Prince of Wales. They pay for
the Drury Lane Theatre neither principal nor interest; and
poor Garrick's funeral expenses are yet unpaid, though the
undertaker is broken. Could you have a better purveyor for
a little scandal ? But I wish I was at Streatham.

Lerrez 494, TO THE SAME,
London, June 4. 1782
‘Wisely was it said by him who said it first, that this woild
is all ups'and downs. . You'know, dearest lady, that when 1
" pressed your hand at parting, I was rather down. When 1
came hither, 1 ate my dinner well ; but was so harassed by the
cough, that Mr. Strahan said, it was an extremity which he
vould not bave believed ¢ without the sensible and true avouch’
of hiz own observation. I was indeed almost sinking under
it, whon Mis. Williaros happened to ery out that such a tough
should be stilled by opium or any I took yesterday
balf an-ounce of bark, and knew not whether opium would
counteraet it ; but remembering no prohibition in the medical
books, and knowing that to quiet the cough with opium was
. ong of Lawrence's Jast ordefs, I took two grains, which gave
mm-leg-mdeed,hutmt.mdtﬁumthatmy
strength and courage.
This moraing to my, buhnis same’ dear Sir Bichardgem .
- I told i, of the opium, Mhmwwdmmnﬂldm#l
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went to Oxford, which he rather advised, that T 'shoula
strengthen the constitution by the bark, tame the cough with
opium, keep the body cpen, and support myself by liberal
nutritient.  As to the journcy I know not that it will be ne-
ressary — desine mollium tandem querslarum.

Sundey, June 8. 1782. — I have this day taken a passage
to Oxford for Monday — not to frisk, as you express it with
very unfecling irony, but to catch at the bopes of better health.
The change of place may do something. Tao leave the house
w bere so much has been suffered &ffords some pleasure.

Oxford. June 12, 1782. — I tind no particular salubrity
in this air; my respiration is very laborious; my appetite is
good, and my slecp comnmonly lung and quict ; but a very little
motion disables me. I dine to-day with Dr. Adams, aud to-
morrow with Dr. Wetherel.  Yesterday Irv. Edwards invited
some men from Eszeter College, whom I liked very weil.
These variations of company help the mind, though they can-
not do much for the boly. But the hody receives some help
from a cheerful mind.

Oxford, June 17. 1782. — Osford has done, I think, what
for the present it can do, and I am going slily to take a place
10 the coach for Wednesday, and you or niy sweet Queeny will
fetsh me on Thursday, and see what you can make of me.
To-day I am going to dine with Dr. Wheeler, and to morrow
Dr, Edwards has iuvited Miss Adans and Miss More.  Yes-
‘terday 1 went with Dr, Edwards to his living.  ITe has really
done 2l that he could do for my relief or entertainment, and
veally drives me away by doing too muel.

- Lrrres 4950 TO MR. NICHOLS. .

-

.  Jam. 10,1785
8ir, — I am much obliged by your kind communication of
vour avcount of Hinckley. (1) I know Mr. Carte is one of

Fér thih workt Dr. Johuon had contitbuted several hlnntrmnk the
Life n; mwknl to whoym, w) o had hoen sne

“‘..."-?J?.’ o aewarth s o Ay ot BA in April, i
Johnson was one and twonty. — mcuom.

[N
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the pnbendnnes of Lichficld, and for some time <urrogate of
the chanocllor. Now 1 will put you in & way of showing e
more kindness. I bave been confined by illness a long time;
and sickness and solitude make tedious cvenings. Come some-
times and see, Siry &e.

Lerae 496. TO JOSEPH FOWKE, ESQ.

April 19 1783

Dear 81z, — To show you that neither length of time, nor
distance of place, wsthraws you from my memory, I have sent
you a bttle present (/), whirh will be transmitted by Sir IRobert
Chambers.

To your former letters 1 made no answer, beeause I had
none to make, Of the death of the unfortunste man [meaning
Nundocomar], I believe Europe thinks as you think; but it
wis past prevention; and it wak not fit for me to move a ques-
tian in public which I was not quahfied to discuss, as the
smqury could then do no goed; and ! might have besn
silenced by a hardy denial of facts, which, if denied, I could
not prove.

Since we parted, I havp suffered much sickness of body and
perturbation of mind. My mind, if 1 do not flatter nyself, i«
unimpaired, except that sometimes my memory s less ready ;
but my body, though by nature very strong, has given way to
repeated shocks.

Genua Iabanxt, uadoa quutit aged anhelitus artus. This lirfe
might hive been written on purpose for me. You will see,
however, that I have not totally forsaken litersture. T can
spply better to books than 1 could in some more vigorous parts
of may hife—at least than I did, and I have one more Toason
for reading — that tiine has, by taking away my companions,
et me less opportunity of conversation. 1 have led an inpe-
mmdmda-ufe; it is time at last to be diligent: there ia
yet prpvision to be made for eternity,

» Nt o8 know, dear Bir, what you gre doing. Ate you ac~

{1) A collection ef the Doctor's works, « Nioxma,
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cuntlating gold, or picking up dismonds? Or are you now
sated with Indian wenlt'h. and content with what you, have?
Tlave you vigous fo bustle, or tranquillity for inaction®
Whatever you do, I do not suspect you of pillaging or oppres-
sing ; and shall rjoice to see you reg;m with a body unBroken,
and a mmd uncorrupted.

You and I had hardly any common friemds, and therefore
I have few anecdotes to rclate to you. Mr. Levet, who
brought us into acquaintance, died suddenly at my house last
year, in his seventy-eighth year, or about that age. Mra. Wil.
liams, the blind lady, 1s still with me, but much broken by a
very wearisome and ohstinate disease. She is, however, not
likely to die; and it would delight me if you would send her
some petty teken of your remembrance: you may send me one
too. Whether we shall ever meet again in this world, who
can tell?  Let us, however, wish well to each other: prayers
can pass the Line and the Tropies. I am, &c.

Lzrrer 497. TO MRS, TIIRALE.
Loudon, May.dey, 1783

On Saturday I dined, as is usual, at the opening of the Fx-
hibition. Qur company was splendid ; whether more numerous
than at any former time, J know not. Qur tables seem always
full On Monday, if I am told truth, were reccived at the
door 190L, for the admission of 3800 spectators. Supposity
the show open ten hours, and the spectators staying one with
another each an hour, the room never had fewer than 380
justling egainst each other, Poor Lowe met some discourage-
ment ; but I interposed for him, and prevailed. Mr. Barry's
exhibition was opened the same day, and a book is published
to recommend it; which, if you read it, you will find decorated
with some satirical pictures of Sir Joshua Reynolds and others.
I have not escaped. You must, however, think with some
esteem of Barry for the comprehension of his design.

84
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Lerrer 498, TO THE SAME.

' J May 8 1783

T thought your letter long in coming. I suppaose it ix true
that 4 loohed but languid at the Exhibition, but have beun
worse since.* Last WedBosday — the Wednesday of last week
== 1 cume home ill from Mr. Jodrel’s ; and after a tedious, op-
pressive, ampatient night, sent an excose to General Paoli, end
took on Thursday two brish cathartics and a dose of calomel,
Little things do e no good. At night I was much better.
Nest day cathaitie again, and the third day opium for my
cough, 1 lived without flesh all the thice days.  The recovery
was more than [ expected. I wens to clunch on Sanday quite
al case,

The Exhibition prospers so much that Sir Joshua says it
will mamtain the academy. He estimates the probable
amount at three thousand pounds.  Steevens is of apinion that
Crofts’s (1) books will sell for ncar three times as much as they
cast ; which, however, is not moie than mught be expeetad.
Favour me with a dircction to Musgrave (2) of Ireland; [
have & charitable office to propese to him. Is he knight or
baronet ? )

My present circle of enjoyment is as narrow for mec ad the
Cireus [at Bath] for Mrs. Montague, When [ first settled ia
tins neighhourhood I had Richardson and Lawrence and Mrs.
Allen at hand. 1 had Mys. Williams, then no bad companion ;
and Levet for a Jong time always to be had.  If 1 now go
out, 1 must go far for compuny, and at last come back to two
sick and discontented women, who can hardly talk if they had
any thing to say, and whose hatred of each other makes one
great exercise of their facultivs.

a2 Crofts, A M., chancellor of the diorese of Peterbarough
d )lg:?yu wlnc w'n sold April 7. 1380, a:d the forty-two following
ays, produced

hmﬂ “ ,tf ’l‘url ¥ lrdnd, od severa!
l"ﬁ g B F'a < Hutorv of s sk, Raveon 3 TI0L
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Lerrez 499.  TO MRS, THRALE.

' 'Oxford, June 11°1783,

Yesterday T came to Oxford without fatigue or ‘inconve.
vience. 1 read in the vonch before dinner. I dined moder-
ately, and slept well; but find my breath not free this
morning.

Dr. Edwards, to whom I wrote of my purpose to come,
a8 defeated his own kindness by its excess, He has gone out
of his uwn rooms for my reception ; and therefore I cannot
decently stay lung, unless I can change my abode, which it
will not be very easy to do: nor do I know what attractions
I shall find here.  Here is Miss Moro at Dr, Adams’s, with
whom"I shall dine to-morrow.

London, June 13, 1783. — Seward called on me .yesterday.
He is going only for a few weeks — first to Paris, and then to
Flanders, to contemplate the pictures of Claude Loraine ; and
he asked me if that was not as guod a way as any of spending
time— that time which rgturns no more— of which, however,
a great part seems to be very foolishly spent, even by the wisest
and the best.  Poor Lawrence and his youngest son died almost
-on the same day. (1) v

Laresa, 500, " ' TO THE SAME.

. London, June 20, T78S.,
You wxll forgive the grass mugeu that. di~ease must neces-
~mly present. . Lawrence said that medical .treatises
should be dwqyam Latm. AR AR
I never had eny distortion of the counfenance but .what
Dr, Brockleshy enlled,l little prolgpsus, which went away the
second d&y. 5
Iwasthudnydmowdw eat flesh, and I dined very copi-
mwlyupon ronmdhmb mdbmlcd pease. 1 then went to
u “Dr, umm.bmm,n.wm ms,themh o‘é:‘ne. muan‘

rem djed on the 1
R RESS b
» her ve been
m m% mmm thlum. o
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sleep in 8 chair; and when 1 waked, I found Dr. Biockleshy
sitting by me, and fell to talking with Lim in a such 2 manner
as made me glad, and ] hope made me thankful. The Doctor
fell to repeaung Juvenal’s ninth satire ; but I let him see that
the province was mine. 1 am to take vuu- w—nlght, and hope
it will do me guod.

Lerrez 501. TO THE SAME,
London. June %8 163

Your letter is just such as I desire, and as from you 1 bope
always to deserve. The black dog (1) I hope always to resisi,
and in time to drive, though I am deprived of almost all those,
that used to help me. 'The neighbourhood is impoverished.
I bad once Richardson and Lawrence in my reach. Mn.
Allen is desd. My home has Jost Levert; a man who touk
interest in every thing, and therefore rcady at conversation.
Mrs, Williams is so weak that she can be a companion no
longer. When I rise, my breakfast is solitary ; the black dog
waits to share it. From breakfast to dinner he continues
barking, except that Dr. Brockleshy for a little keeps him at a
distanee. Dinner with a sick woman you may venture to
suppose not much better than solitary. After dinner, what
remains but to count the clock, and hope for that sleep which 1
can scarce expect? Night comes at last, and some hours of
restlessness and confusion bring me again to a day of solitude.
What shall exclude the black dog from an habitation like this ?
If I were a little richer, I would perbaps take some cheerful
female into the house. Last night fresh flies were put to my
head, and hindered me from slecping.  To-day I faucy myself
incommoded with beat. I have, however, watered the garden
bath yesterday and to-day, just ss 1 watered the lunrels in the
island at Streatham.

{0 See anid, Vol. VII p. 0L noem G0
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Lrrirr 502. TO THE SAME.

London, July 1 4783

Dr. Brockleshy yesterday dismissed the canthavides, and 1
can now find a soft place upon my pillow. Last night was
cool, and 1 rested well; and this morning I have been a friend
at a poctical difficulty. Here is now a glimpse of daylight
again , but how near is the evening none can tell, and I will
not prognosticate, We all know that from none of us it can
be far distant: may none of us know this in vain !

I went, as 1 took care to boast, on 'Tuesday to the club,
and hear that I was thought to have performed as well as usual.
1 dined on fish, with the wing of a small turkey-chick ; and
left roast beef, goose, and venison-pie untouched. 1 live much
on peas, and never had them so good for so long a time in any
year that I cun remember. Along with your kind letter yes-
terday came one, likewise very Lind, from the Astons at Liche
field ; but I do not know whether, as the summer is so far
advanced, 1 shall travel so far ; though T am not without hopes
that frequent change of air may fortify me against the winter,
which has been, in modern phrase, of late years very inimical
©, Madam, your, &c.

Lrrrzr 508, TO THE SAME.
London, July 8 1783

Langton and I bave talked of passing a little time at Ro-
chester together, till neither knows well how to refuse ; though
1 think he is not eager to take me, and I am not desirous to
be taken. His family is numerous, and his house little. 1
bave let him Lknow, for his relief. that I do not mean to burden
him more than 8 weck. He is, however, among those who
wish me well, and would exert what power he has to do me

July 28,1 have been thivteen days at Rochester. and am
now just returned. . 1 cameback by water in 8 common boat
twenty miles for s shilling; end wheh I landed st Billingsgate,
1 carried my budget myself to Cornhill before I could get »
songh, and was not much incommoded,
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Lurres 504. TO MRS. MONTAGU.

¢ Sept. 92 1783

Manam, — That respect which is alway« due to beneficence
makes it fit that you should be informed, otherwise than by the
papers, that, un the 6th of this month, died your pensioner,
Anna Willams, of wham it may be truly said that she re-
~cived your bounty with gratitnde, and enjoyed it with pro-
priety.  You perhaps have still her prayers

You have, Madam, the satisfaction of having aljeviated the
suffering of & woman of great mery, both intellectual and
moral. Iler curiosity was universal, her knowledge was very
extenave, and whe sustained furty years of misery with steady ’
fortitude. Thirty years and more she had been my com-
panion, and her death has lefl me very desolate.

That I have not witten sooner, you may imputg to absenoe,
to 11} health, to any thing rather than want of regard to the
beyefactiess of my departed friend. T am, Madaw, your most
Lurmable servaut,

Lerer 505, TO MISS REYNOLDS.
Oct 1 1783

Drar Mipam,— I am very il! indeed, and to my former
illness is superadded the gout. J am now without shoes, and
I have heen lately almost motionless. To my othet afflictions
ir added solitude. Mrs. Williams, a companion of thirty years,
§s gone. 1t is a comfort to me to have you nesr me. J mm,
dowr Madyw, &e.

Lerrea 506, TO MRS. THRALE.
Londom, Oot 6 1781

¥ yet sit without shoes, with my foot upon a pillow ; but my
pain and wealness are much abated, and T am wo longer
erawling upon two sticks  To the gout v wind 18 redonciled
hy another letter from Mr. Mudge, in which he vebemently
urges the cxcision, and tells me that t!wgmtwitlmm
from cvery thing paralytic + if this b true; 1 am ready ¥ say



VISCELLANEOUS LETTERS, 269

to the arthiitic pains, Deh ! renite agne di, dwate un anno. (})
My phyrician in ordinary is Dr. Brocklesby, who comes
almost every day ; my surgeon, in Mr. Pott's abscnce, is Mr.
Cruiksbank, the present reader in Dr. Iunter's sohool
Neither of them, however, o much more than look and talk.
ke general health of iy hady is ay good as,yon have ever
known it — almost as gowd as I can temember. ® The eaniage
which you supposed made rough by my weakness was the
common Salisbury stage, high hung, and driven to 8alisbury
i a day. ¥ was not futigued,

Mr. Pott has been out of town; hut T expeet to see him
soon, and will then tell you something of the main affuir, of
which there secms now to be a better prospect.  This atier-
roon I have given [tea] to Mis. Cholmondelcy, Mrv. Waay,
Tady Shefficld’s clation, Mr. Kinderdey, the diwriber of
Indian manners, and another anonyimous lady.  As Mre, Wil-
dams received a pension from Mrs. Montagu, it was fit to
notify her death.  The aceount has brought me a letter not
only civil but tender; so 1 hope peace i« proilaimed.

London, Oct, 9. 1783. — Two nights ago Mr, Burke sat
with me a long time. He swems much plased with i
sourney.  We lad both seen Stonchenge tas summer for the
first time, 1 told him that the view had euabled me to confute
two opinions which lisve been advanced about it.  One, thet
the materials are not natural stones, but an artificial compo-1-
tion hardencd by time. This notion is as old as Camden'
tinie ; and has this strong agument to suppors it, that stone of
that species is nowhere to be found. The other opinion, ad-
vanced by Dr. Charlton, is, that it was erected by the Danwe

Mr. Bowles made me observe, that the transverse stones
were fixed on the perpendicular supporters by a knob formed
on the top of the upright stone, which entered iuto a bollow
cut in the crossing stone. ‘This is a proof thut the enoimous
edifice was raised Ly a prople who had not yet the knowledge,
of woartar; which, causot be supposed of the Danes, who

1

{1) T9ce amf2, Vol IX. p. 251
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came hither in ships, and were not ignorant certainly of tho
arts of hife, This proves also the stones not to be factitious s
for tMey that could mould such durable masses could do much
more than make mortar, and conld have continued the trans-
verse from the upught part with the same paste.
‘You have doubtless seen Stonchenge ; and if you have not, !

T should thinksit a hard task to made an adequate deseription.
Jt is, in my opinion, to be referred to the earliest habitation of
the island, as a druidical monument of, at least, two thousand
years ; probably the most ancient work of man upon the island.
Salisbury cathedral and its neighbour Stonehenge are two
eminent monuments of art and rudeness, and may show the
first ensay and the last perfection in architectie,

Lrerzs 507.°  TO THE SAME.
London, Nov, 18 1783

Since you have written to me with the attention and ten
dernew of ancient time (1), your letters give me a great part of
the pleasure which a Life of solitude admits. You will never
bestow any share of your guod-will on one who deserves better.
Those that have loved lungest love best. A suddem blaze of
kindness may by a smngle blast of coldness be extingulshed ;
but that fondness which length of time has connected with
many eircumstances and oecasions, thongh it may for a while
be depressed by disgust or resentment, with or without a
cauwe, is hourly revived by aceidental recollestion. To those
that have lived long together, every thing heard and every
thing scen recalls some pleasure communicated or soroe beefit
couferred, some petty quarrel or some slight endearment.  Es.
toem of grest powers, or amiable qualities newly discovered,
may embroider a day or a week, but s friendship of twenty
years is interwoven with the texture oflife. A friend may be
often found and lost; but an old friend never can be found, and
mhwmﬁdthnheummmﬂyhm—'ﬁnm

(1) This themt letter In we perceive s serlots

onldhess towards
Mrs, Phrale; butat ummmnmmmdmm to thia date,
tiough ot Herhiepk a¢ long as 57, Boswel suppoved = o+ *
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to mention Lord Kilmurrey(?) as a stranger. We wure at bis

house in Cheshire; and be one day dined with Sir Lvuch.

Vhat he tells of the epigram is not true, but perhaps he does

not know it to be false. Do not you remember how he ve-

Joiced tn having no park 2 — he could not disoblige his neigh-
rs by sending them no venison.

Lerrer 508. TO MRS. LUCY PORTER.
London, Nov, 29 1783,

Dran Mapar, — You may perbaps think me nogligent
that I have not written t» you again upon the loss of your
brother; but vundolences and consolations are such common
and such useless things, that the omission of them is no great
crime; and my own discases occupy my mind and engage my
care. My nights are miscrably vestless, and my days, there-
fore, are heavy. I try, however, to hold up my head as high
as Ican. I am sorry that your health is imPhaired ; perhaps
the spring and the summer may, in some degree, restore it ;
but if not, we must submit to the inconveniences of time, as to
the other dispensations of Fiterna Goodnes. Pray for me,
and write to me, or let Mr. Pearson write for you.

Lxzrrer 509, TO THE SAME.

Bolt Court, March 10. 1784

My pEarzsr Love, — I will not suppose that it is for want
of kindness that you did not answer my last letter; and I
therefore write again to tell you that I have, by God'’s great
mercy, still continued to gow better. My asthma is seldom
troublesome, and my dropsy bas ran itself almost away, in
& manner which my physician says is very uncommon. 1 have
beets confined from the 14th of December, and shall not soon
venfure alroad. but I have this dsy dressed myself as I was
before my sigkness, If it bo inconvement to you to write,
desive Mz, Pearson to let me know how you do, and how you

. () (800 awss, Vs 111, p 1671
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nave pussed this long winter. I am now not without hopes
that we shall once more see one another,

. I‘.tﬂn 810. TO MRS. THRALE.
London, March 20, 1754

Mlmnr,— Your last letter had qomething of tenderness.
The accounts which you have had of my danger and distress
were 1 suppose not aggravated. Ihavebeenmnanedce—i
wecks with gn asthma and*dropsy, Bul: 1 am now better.
God has in his merey granted me a 'repﬂeve for how much
time his'merey must determine.

On the 19th of last month T evacuated twenty pinty nf
water, and 1 think I reckon exactly. From thet time the’
tumour has subsided, and I now jin to move with some
freedom, You will easily believe that T am still at a great
distance from health; but T am, as my chirurgeon cxpressed
it, lmumglly better. Heherden soems to have great hopes.

Write to e no more about dyisg with o grace. When you
feel what I have felt in approaching eternity — in féxr ‘of soon
.hearing the sentence of which there is no revocation — you '
will kilow the folly : my wish is that you may know it sooner.
‘The - distanoe botween ‘the grave ‘and the remotest part of
huran longevity isbut a very Jittle; and of that little no path iv
ecrtain:  You know all this, and I thought that I knew jt too;
but T know it now with & new conviction. . May: that new
" conrviction not be vuin ! I am now cheerful. T hope this apt
proach to recovery isa token of the Divine mercy, My friends
ponitite their kindness. I give a ‘din,ner io-tnorr?w .

‘Lo §11. TO THE SAME. ' | e

&Bﬂ\l&—YmﬂbyIMtMMm& m‘
diiner.tn the recxainder of the ‘old elub.. Wi wsed ts meet .
+ eeakly sboat the yéar 1750, end. we wese # chearfil um in’°
former, times: .only I-could not make quite 5o viuch. naise ; for
mmmmmmsm&g .
i Maceald smil’ Cirutebley, without koowing -pmﬁwmm_ :
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both members of parliament for Horsham, in Sussex, M,
Cator is chosen for Ipswich,

But a sick man's thoughts soon turn back upon himseft. 1
am still very weak, though my appetite is keen, and my
digestion potent ; and I gratify myself more at table than ever
I did at my own cost before. I have now an inclination to
luxury which even your table did not excite ; for till now my
talk was more about the dishes than my thoughts, I remember
you commended me for seemirg pleased with my.dinners
when you had reduced your tsble, I am able ta tell you with
great veracity that 1 never knew when the reduction began,
nor should have known that it was made had not you told me.
1 now think and consult to-day what I shall eat to-morrow.
This disease will likewise, I hope, be cured. For there are
other things — how different ! — which ought to predominate
in the mind of such a man"as I: but in this world the body
will have its part; and my hope is, that it shall have no more
— my hope, but not my confidence; T have only the timidity
of a Christian to determine, not the wisdum of a stoic to secure
me.

April 19. — I received this morning your magnificent fish,
and in the afternoon your apalogy for not sending it. I have
invited the Hooles and Miss Burney to dine upon it to-
morrow, The club which has been lately instituted is at
Sam's; and there was I when I was last out of the house.
But the people whom I mentioned in my letter are the rem-
nant of a little club () that used to meet in Ivy-lane, about
Jhree and thirty years ago, out of which we have lost Hawkes-
worth and Dyer — the rest are yet on this side the grave.

April 21. — I make haste to send you intelligence, which,
if I do not flatter myself, you will not receive without some
degrea of plessure. After a confinement of one hundred and
twenty.nine days, more than the third part of a year, and no
inconsiderable part of bumiin life, I this day returned thanks

(l) TMI ounlmm'l youth 3“7:'—.;‘ him somewhat more than
(9) suutl,ﬁl.l.p. 163, —-C.

VoL, X, T
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to God in St. Clement's church for my recovery; s recovery,
in my seventy-fifth year, from a distemper which few in the
vigour of youth are known to surmount ; a recovery, of which
neither myself, my friends, nor my physicians, had any hope ;
for though they flattered me with some continuance of life.
they never supposed that I could cease to be dropsical. The
drepsy, however, is quite vanished; and the asthma so much
mitigated, that T walked to-day with a more easy respiration
than I have known, I think, for perhaps two ycars past. I
hope the mercy that lightens my days will assist me to use
them well.

The Hooles, Miss Burney, and Mrs. Hall (Wesley's sister),
fensted yesterday with me very cheerfully on your uoble
salmon. Mr. Allen could not eome, and I sent him a piece,
and a great tail is still left.

Dr. Brocklesby forbids the club at present, not caring to
venture the chilness of the evening; but I purpose to show
myself on Saturday at the academy’s fenst. (1) 1 cannot pub-
lish my return to the world more effectually; for, as the
Frenchman says, tout le monde 8y trouvera.  For this occasion
I ordered some clothes; and was told by the tailor, that when
he brought me a sick dress, he never expected to make me any
thing of any other kind. My recovery is indeed wonderful.

April 26. — On Saturdsy I showed myself again to the
living world at the Exhibition: much and splendid was the
company, but, like the doge of Genoa at Paris, I admired
nothing but myself. I went up all the stairs to the pictures’
without stopping to rest or to breathe, « in all the madness of
superfluous health.” The Prince of Wales had promised to
be there; but when we had waited an hour and a half, sent us
word that he could not come.

Murs. Davenant called to pay me a guinea, but I gave
two for you. Whatever reasons Jou bave for frugality, it is
not worth while to save a guinea a yesr by withdrawing it
from g public charity. Mr. Howard called on me a few days

*
(1) ‘The exhibition dinner of the oyl Academy, = C.
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ago, and gave me the new edition, much enlarged, of his
¢ Account of Prisons.” He has been to survey the prisons on
the Continent; and in Spain he tried to penetrate the dungeons
of the Inquisition, but his curiosity was very imperfeetly
gratified, At Madrid, they shut him quite out; at Valladolid,
they showed him some public rooms,

Lerren 512, TO THE SAME.

London, May 31. 1784.

1 have one way or other heen disappointed hitherto of tha*
change of air from which I think some relief may possibly be
obtained ; but Boswell and I have settled our resolution to go
to Oxford on Thursday. But since I was at Oxford, my
convivial friend Dr. Edwards, and my learned friend Dr.
Wheeler, are both dead, and my probabilities of pleasurc are
very much diminisked. Why, when so many are taken away,
have I-been yct spared? I hope that I may be fitter to die.
How long we shall stay at Oxford, or what we shall do when
we leave it, neither Bozzy nor I have settled ; he is, for hix
part, resolved to remove his family to London, and try his
fortune at the English bar: let us all wish him success.

.

Lerrer 513. MRS, PIOZZI TO DR. JOHNSON.

Dath, June S0. [1784.)

My vEAR Siz, — The enclosed is a circular letter, which 1
have sent to all the guardians; but our friendship demands
somewhat more : it requires that I should beg your pardon for
concealing from you a connection which you must have heard
of by many, but I suppose never believed. Indeed, my dear
Sir, it was concedled only to save us both needless pain. I
could not have borne to rejeet that eounsel it would have
killed me to take, end X only tell it you now because all is
frrevocahly settled, and out of your power to prevent. I will
sey, however, that the dread of your disapprobation bas given
me some anxious moments, and though, perhaps, I am become

' ' T2
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by many privations the most independent woman n the world,
I feel as if acting without a parent’s consent till you write
kindly to your faithful servant, H. L. P

Lerrer 514. TO MRS PIOZZI.

. . London, July 8, 1784,

Pran Mavax, — What you have done, howerer 1 mmy
Jament it, T have no pretence to resent, as it has not been in-
jurious to me: I therefore breathe out one sigh more of ten-
derncss, perhaps useless, but at least sincere.

T wish that God may grant you cvery blessing, that you
may be happy in this world for its short continuance, and cter-
nally happy in a better state ; and whatever 1 can contribute
to your happiness I am very ready to repay, for that.kindness
which soothed twenty years of a life radically wretched.

Do not think slightly of the advice which I now presunc
to offer. Prevail upon M. Piozzi to settle in England : you
may live here with more dignity than in Italy, and with more
security : your rank will be higher, and yoursortune more
under your own eye. 1 desire not to detail all my reasous,
but every argument of prudence and interest is for England,
and only some phantoms of imagination seduce you to Italy,
I am afraid, however, that fny counsel is vain; yet I bave
eased my heart hy giving it.

When Queen Mary took the resolution of sheltering harself
in England, the Archbishop of St. Andrew's, attempting to
ilissuade her, attended on her journey;.gnd when they came
to thé irremeable stream that scparated the two kingdoms,
walked by her side into the water, in the middle of which he
seized her bridle, and with carnestness proportioned to her
danger and his own affection, pressed her to return. 'I‘he
queen weat forward. If the parallel reaches thus far, may it
g0 no farther.  The tears stand in miy eyes. 1 mgningmm
Dorbylhire and hope to be follgwed by your good wishes, for

X i, with great affection, your, &e. Sas. Joussow,”

Any Iettmtlmoomc for xie'hither will be st me,
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Lerrer 515.  TO MR. NICHOLS.

April12. 7768,
Stk, —~ I have sent you inclosed a very curious proposal
from Mr. Hawkins, the son of Sir John Hawkins, who, I be-
lieve, will take care that whatever his son promises shall be
performed. If you are inclined to publish this compilation,
the editor will agree for an edition on the following terms,
which I think liberal enough. That you shall print the book
at your own charge. That the sale shall be wholly for your
benefit till your expenscs are repaid; except that at the time
of publication you shall put into the hands of the editor, with-
out price, « . . copies for his friends. That, when you have
been repaid, the profits arising from the sale of the remaining
copies shhll be divided equally between you and the editor.

That the edition shall not comprise fewer than five hundred.

Sam. Jounsow,

Levrer 516, TO MR. SASTRES.

Ashbourne, Aug. 21, 1784,

Drga Sin,— I am glad that a letter has at last reached
you; what became of the two former, which were directed to
Mortimer instead of Margaret-street, I have no means of know-
ing, nor is it worth the while to enquire ; they neither enclosed
bills, nor econtained secrets.

My health was for some time quite at a stand, if it did nov
rather go backwards ; but for a week past it flatters me wh
appearances of amendment, which I dare yet hardly credit. My
breath has been certainly less obstructed for eight days; and
yesterday the water séemed to be disposed to a fuller low. But
¥ get very little sleep; and my legs do not like to carry me.

You were kind in paying my forfeits at the club; it cannot
be expected that many should meet in the summer; however,
they that continue in town should keep up appearances as well
as they can. I bope to be again among you.

T wish you had told me distinctly the mistakes in the French
“words, . The French i¢ but.a secondary and subordinate part

T 3

-
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of your design; exactness, however, in all parts is necessary,
though complete exactness cannot be attained ; and the French
gre so well stocked with dictionaries, that o little attention may
easily keep you safe from gross faults; and as you work on,
your vigilance will be quickened, and your observation regu-
lated ; you will better know your own wants, and learn bettar
wheuce they may be supplied. Let me know minutely the
whole state of your negotiations. Dictionaries are like watches,
the worst is better than none, and the best cannot be expeeted
to go quite true.

The weatlier here is very strange summer weather; aod we
are here two degrees nearer the north than you. Iwas I
think, loath to think a fire neccssary in July, till I found one
in the servants’ hall, and thought myself entitled to as much
warmth as them.

I wish you would make it a task to yourself to write to me
twice a week ; a letter is a great relief to, dear Sir, your, &c.

%ErTER 517. TO THE SAME.
) Ashbourne, Sept. 2, 1784.

Drean Smm,— Your critic scems to me to be an exquisite
Frenchman; his remarks are nice ; they would at least have es-
caped me. I wish you better Iuck with yqur nest specimen;
though if such slips as these are to condemn & dictionary, J
know not when a dictionary will be made.. I cannot yet think
that gurmaadcr is wrong; but I have hen'ne meanlof verie
fying my opinion.

My health, by the mercy of God, still improves; ;mi 1 have
bope of standing the English winter, and of seeing yoy, snd
reading Petrarch at Bolt Court; but let me not flatter myself
soo. much. Iamyezwuk,bntmngerthmlm . -

"I suppose the club is now slmost forsaken ; but ‘we shall Y
hope meet again. We haye lost poor Allen; avuymmh;
‘man, and to me & very kind and officious neighbour. .

' Of the pieces ascribed by Bembo to Virgil, the Diroe (n--’
eribed, I think, to Valerius Cato), the Copa aud the Marctum
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are, together with the Culez and Ceiris, in Scaliger’s Appendix
ad Virgilium. The rest T never heard the name of before,

T am highly pleased with your account of the gentleman sud
lady with whom you lodge ; such characters have sufficient at~
tractions ¢0 draw me towards them; yom are luoky to light
upon them in the dasual commerce of life.

Coutinue, dear Sir, to write to me; and let me hear any
thing or nothing, as the chanee of the day may be. Iam,
8ir, your, &e.

* Lxrres 518. TO THE SAME. .

Ashbourne, Sept, 16. 1784,

Dezar Stz, — What you have told me of your Jandlord and
his lady"at Brompton has made them such favourites, that I
am Rnot sorry to hear how you are turned out of your lodgings,
because the good is greater to them than the evil is to you,

The death of dear Mr. Allen gave me pain. When after
some time of absence | visit a town, I find my friends dead ;
when I leave a place, I am followed with intelligence, that the
friend whom I hope to meet at my return is swallowed in the
grave. This is a glooiny scene; but let us learn from it to
prepare for our own removal. Allen is gone; Sastres and
Johnson are hasting after him ; may we be both as well pre-
pared ! .

I again wish your next specimen success. Paymistress can
Rardly be said without a preface (it may be expressed by a
word perhaps not tu use, pay mistress),

The club is, it scoms, totally deserted ; but as the forfeits go
on, the house does not suffer ; and all clubs, I suppose, are un-
attended in the summer. We shall, I hope, meet in winter,
and be cheerful.

After this weck, do not write to me till you hear again from
me, for I know not well where I shall be ; I have grown weary
of the solitude of this place, and think of removal. I aw, Sir,
your, &0,

. T4
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Lrrres 519, TO THE SAME.

' Lichfield, Oot. 20. 1784

Siz, ~ You have abundance of naughty tricks; is this your
way of writing to a poor sivk friend twice a week ? Post
eomes after post, and brings no letter from Mr. Sastres, If
you know any thing, write and tell it; if you know nothing,
write and say that you know nothing.

What comes of the specimen? If the booksellers want a
specimen, in whioch a keen critio can spy no faults, they must
wait for another generation, Had not the Crusca faults?
Did not the academicians of France commit many faults? It
is enough that a dictionary is better than others of the same
kind. A perfoct performance of any kind is not to be expected,
and certainly not a perfect dictionary.

Mrs. Desmoulines never writes, and I know not how things
go on at home; tell me, dear Sir, what you can.

If Mr, Seward be in town, tell me his direction, for I mght
to write to him.

1 am very weak. and have had bad nights, I am, dear Sir,
| your, &e.

Lxrres 520. TO THE SAME.
Lichfield, Nov. 1. 1784

Dzar Sz, — I beg you to continue the frequency of your
Jetters; -every letter is a cordial; but you must not wonder
that I do not answer with exact punctuality. You may always
have something to tell: you live among the various orders of
mankind, and may make a letter from the exploits, sometimes
of the philasopher, and sometimes of the pickpocket. You see
some balloons succeed and some miscarry, and a thousand
‘strange and a thousand fooljsh things, But I see nothing; I
must ydake toy letter from what I feel, and what 1 feel with-so
lirde delight, that I cannot love to talk of it. Coan,
. Immﬂymwmwmmmhmmhu
write; for T know not when I 'shall come, mdaulmd‘-
Jotter is not much, I am, dear Sir, your, &e,"
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Lerres 521. TO DR. HEBERDEN.

Lichfield, Oct. 1§ 1784,

‘Dran Sts,— Though I doubt not but Dr. Brocklesby
would commaunicate to you any incident in the variation of
my health which appeared either curious «or important, yet I
think it time to give you some account of myself.

Not long after the iﬂm great efflux of the water, I attained
so much vigour of limbs and freedom of breath, that without
rest or intermission, 1 went with Dr. Brockleshy to the top of
the painter’s Academy. This was the greatest degree of
health that I have obtained, and this, if it could continue, were
perhaps sufficient ; but my breath soon failed, and my body
grew weak.

At Oxford (in June) I was much distressed by shortness of
breath, 50 much that I never attempted to scale the Library:
the water gained upon me, but by the use .of squills was in a
great measure driven away.

In July I went to Lichfield, and performed the journey
with very little fatigue in the common vehicle, but found no
help from my native air. I then removed to Ashbourne, in
Derbyshire, where for some time I was oppressed very heavily
by the asthma; and the dropsy had advanced so far, that [
could not without great difficulty button me at my knees
{ Here are omitted some minute medical details.)

No hydropical humour has been lately visible. The relaz-
ation of my breath has not continued as it was at first, but
neither do T breathe with the sume angustie and distress as
before the remimion. The suromary of my state is this: I am
deprived, by weakness and the asthma, of the power of walking
beyond a very short space. I draw miy breath with diffieulty
upon the least effort, but not with suffocation or pain. The
dropsy still threatens, but gives way to medicine. The sum~
mer has passed without giving me any strength, My appetite
s, 1 think, less keen than it was, but not so abated as that its
‘deqiiuembcobmedbyanybutmyselﬁ

L?eplmndmthmkon me sometimes, I am, Sir, &e.

Sam. Jomnson.
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Lrrrzs 522 TO MR. STRAHAN,
‘ Qt. 16, 1784,

Dzar Sir, — I have hitherto omitted to give you that ao-
count of myself, which the kindness with which you have
treated me gives you a right to expect.

I went away feeble, asthmatical, and 8ropsical. The asthma
has remitted for a time, but is now very troublesome; the
weakness still continues, but the dropsy has disappeared ; and”
has twice, in the summer, yielded to medicine. I hope to
return with a body somewhat, however little, relieved, and with
2 mind less dejected.

I hope your dear lady and dear little ones are all well, and
all happy; I love them all I ‘am, dear Sir, your mast humble
servant, Sam. Jounsox.

Lerrez 523. TO MR. EDMUND ALLEN. (1)

Pembroke College, Oxford, June7. 1754

Dxar Sin, — I came bither on Thursday without the least
trouble or fatigue, but I do not yet perceive any improvement
of my health. My breath is very much obstructed, my legs
are very soon tired, and my nights are very restless.

Boswell went back next day, and is not yet returned. Miss
Adams and Miss More are not yet come. How long I shall
stay or whither I shall go I cannot yet guess: while I am
away 1 beg that you will sit for me at the Club, and that you
will pay Betty Barber five shillings a week. I hope X shall
by degrees be better. I am, &c. Sam, Jotrvaow.

I",-:ml 524. TO THE REV. DR. HAMILTON. (S)
Bolt Court, June 4. 1738;
R!vmxn Siz, — Be plessed to excuse this applivation
from lmget in favour of one who has very hﬁh dﬁﬂty to

' .

) [ uuci,sim in the pesyession of Allen Cunmiugbam, Eig:
and the two follow) Iewm, addressed Rev. D
by e Abe Ty lowing | Fields, sro pu o 3o e Rav. B B
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speak for herself. The unhappy woman who waits on you
with this, has been known to me many years. Shg is the
daughter of a clergyman of Leicestershire, who by an unhappy
marriage is reduced to solicit a refuge in the workhouse of
your parish, to which she has a elaim by her husband's settle-
meit.

Her case admits of little deliberation ; she is turned out of
her lodging into the street. What my condition allows me to
do for her 1 have alrcady done, and having no friend, she can
have récourse only to the parish. 1 am, reverend Sir, &e.

Sam. Jornson.

Lerren 525. TO THE SAME.
Boit Court, Feb. 11, 1784,

S1n, — My physicians endeavour to make me believe that ¥
shall sometime be better qualificd to receive visits from men of
eleganoe and civility like yours,

Mrs. Pello ehall wait upon you, and you will judge what
will be proper for you to do. I once more return you my
thanks, and am, Sir, &¢. Sam. Jouxsor.

Lerres 526, TO THE SAME.
) Feb, 17, 1784,
81z, — I am so much disordered that T can only say that
this is the person whom I recommend to your kindness and
favour. I am, Sir, &c. 8San. Jonwsow.

Lareer 527. TO THE SAME,
v, June 1784

Six, — You do every thing that is liberal and kind. Mrs,
Pelld is a bad wranager for herself, but I will employ a more
skilfisl agent, one Mrs. Gardiner, who will wait on you and
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employ Pellé's money to the best advantage. Mrs. Gardiner
will wni.t on you.
I return you, Sir, sincere thanks for your attention to me,
T am ill, but hope to come back better (1), and to be made
better still by your conversation. I am, Sir, &e.
Sam. Jonnsox,

No. IL

VARIOUS IMITATIONS OF JOHNSON'S STYLE.
[Bee ante, Vol, VIIL p.321.]

1 smart now fulfil my promise of exhibiting specimens of va~
rious sorts of imitation of Johnson’s style.

In the ¢ Transactions of the Royal Irish Academy, 1787,"
there is an ¢ Essay on the Style of Dr. Samuel Johuson,” by
the Reverend Robert Burrowes, whose respect for the groat
object of his criticism(%) ix thus evinced in the concluding
paragraph: I have singled him out from the whole body of
English writers, because his universally nekno\vledged beauties
would be most apt to induce imitation: and I have treatpd
rather on bis faults, than his perfections, because an essay
might comprise all the observations I could make upon his

ts, while volumes would not be sufficient faratrem:son
his perfections.” -

(1) [Dr. Johnson left town on the following mh'.wlth Bunll.fw

We m untleltnlmh iu nhnchyhuh
‘g A which’ E Burmu, “The u-mh
anm, with njuut :ul hrllum

'#k‘ gﬂm cadled on to exert themsely: &Mm

which ‘ca m«h.;ia m
lu.w-:heau?, ;'ol 1p m_g
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Mr. Burrowes has analysed the composition of Johnson, and
pointed out its peculiarities with much acuteness; ana 1
would recommend a careful perusal of his Essay to those who
bel: g captivated by the union of perspicuity and splendour
which the writings of Jobnson contain, without baving a suf-
ficient portion of his vigour of mind, may be in danger of be-
coming bad copyists of his manner. I, however, cannot but
observe, and I observe it to his credit, that this learned gen-
tleman has himself caught no mean degree of the expansion
and harmony which, ihdependent of all other circumstances,
characterise the sen of Jol Thus, in the preface
to the volume in which the Essay appears, we find,

“If it be said that in societies of this sort too much attention is fre.
quently bestowed on subjects barren and speculative, it may be answered
that no one science 18 so little connceted with the rest as not to afford
mauny principles whase use may extend considerably beyond the science to
which they primarily befong, and that no proposition is so purely theore.
tical as to be totally nwupable of beins applied to practical purposes. There
is no appatent and the cycloidal arch, the
propertics of which duly attended to have furnished us with our best re.
gulated methods of measuring time : and he who had made himself raaster
of . the nature and affactions of the loganithmic curve is not aware that he
has advanced considerably towards ascertaining the proportionable density
of the air at its var dist from the surface of the earth.”

The ludicrous imitators of Johnson's style are innumerable.
Their general method is to accumulate hard words, without
oconsidering, tliat, although he was fond of introducing them
occasionally, there is not a single sentence in all his writings
whero they are crowded together, as in the first verse of the
following imagivary Ode by him to Mrs. Thrale (1), which

qxpecred in the newspapers: —

* Cervisinl covtor's viduate dame,
Oping't thou this gigantic frame,
o Procumbing wt thy shrine,
i Bhall, gatengted by thy charms,
oo & captive in thy ambient arms,
- ,”;-' o MM thine? "'

W himself with this rlech widow was much
z!hnunwi foundation. The report, hawever, gavg
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1 n» and a thousend other such attempts are totally unlike
the oryginal, which the writers imagined they were rurniug into
ridicule. There is not simi rity enough for hurlesqre, or
even for caricature,

Mr. Colman, in his ¢ Prose on sever.” (Jceasions,” has « A
Letter from Lexiphanes, containing Proposals for a Glossary,
or Pocabulary of the Fulgar .o intended as a Supple-
ment to a larger Dictionary. 11 is cuid-ntly meant as a
sportive sally f ridieule or Jousison, whose style is tho s ini-
tated, without being grossly overcharged : —

“ It is easy to foresee that the wie 4 illiterate will complain *hat
have increased 'heir labours by endeavoating to dimine’  her | and that
T have explained what )s more ear  » what s more 4 it — igratum
perignotiss. 1 expect, on the other “and, th “'beral ackr - wiedgments of
the iearned. He who is butied in senolastic retirement, uded from the
assemblics of the gay, and remote fromn che c:veies o1 e olite, will At
once comprehend the definitions, and be graietul for such a seasonable and
necessary elucidat.on of his mother.tongue.™

Annexed to this letter is thi- fllowing shore speeimen of the
work, thrown together in « vag.e and desultory manner, not
even adhering to alphabetical concatenation.

occasion to a poem, not without characteristicai metit, entitled *¢ Ode
t Mr+ Thrale, by Samue! Johnson, L1.1D, on thewr mppooed proach-
ing anmh-" printed for Mr. Faulder ' Hond Strect. quote
as n’pmmen the first three stunzas : —

“ If ’er my fingers toach'd the lyre,
In satire fieree, 1 pleasure gay,
Shall npt my “Thralin’s smiles inspire ?
Shall Sam refuse the sportive Jay ¥

* My dearert lady! view your slave,
ehold him as vour very Sorud ; "
%xr to write as author grave,
r govern well— the bre

* To yich felicity thus raised,
My bosom glows with nmroau fire, )
Porter no lol er sh: Lb:lsnhed . .
i *Tis 1 my ‘s Entire.”—B. .

‘*p.cuurjnonwfher lmenmmmm.. q o

er. Jﬂ&o{z) vety indigad when mcbﬂla abgw “K,M
less exceptionable thm thu which she nuunu"

tlers, val il p. 281 —C. '
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** HIGGLEDY PIGULEDY, = ¢ ion and conft
~ Hcmur-l-om By - A cu mmy mnxture of hetungcneom ingredients :
taphot caley ro alld dant combinations, .

“Ti por T&' -- Adequate retalia.on.

MUY SHALLY, ~ FTeatauon ana irvesoliution,

“FEL! P PUN - (igantic intonations

“ RGMAROLE, = LYixCe .ts¢, 1ncoherent and rh.xpsodical.

© CRNCLMGCRANCU W — Lines o irregolenty and involution,

“ Ding-povy, — Tintinnsbulay « hnaes, used motaphoncally to signify
Jeypatch and vebemence, )

The <rrious imitators of Jehusc a's style, whether intention-
ally x by the imperceptible ¢Bi.  of &5 strength and anim.
ation.©  as= X have had alvendy veeasion to observe, so many,
that T rmght introduce quotaticns from a punerous body of
writers in our language, since ne appeared in the literary
world, I shali point out the following : —

WILLIAM ROBERTSON, D.D.

“ Is other parts of the globe, nuan, 10 nis rudert state, appears as lord of
the creation, giving luw 1o vanous titws of 2uimals which he has tamed
and reduced to subjiction. The Tartar folluws his prey on the horse
which he has rearedd, o7 tends his nuinerous herds which furnish him both
with food and elothing; the Arsb ha: rendeved the camel docile, and
avails himaclf of its persevering streapth ; the Laplander ba- formed the
reindeer to be subservient to bis will ; and even the people vt Kamschatka
hava trained their dugs ro lour, T ¢ d over the mferior crea.
tures is one of the noblest prexagatives of man, aud amang the greatest
effurts of his wiadom and power, Without this, his dominon is mopme
plete. Heisa h who has no subjects ; & umster without servants;
and must perform every operation by the strength of s own arm,” (%)

EDWARD GIBBOX, EsQ,

“ Of all our passions und appetites, the luve of power 1s of the most 1m.
perious and unsociable nature, since the pride of one man requires the

.

hu ) mmu:sn of his e:it I; of ‘r«etpomnu D,: Jm'moﬁ;n

vmﬂon : hut are now ail deservediy en, one o

W ezvmch 18 executod with ::ni!nuch in?ou’?m and,’
ﬁ in rwt. nojmt a criticism on the Lighter

t
1 helieve, much seu to flmd 1t Eruqnd.
m nmgraphy; oz. How m:m the of ane't

ﬂ} m of America, vol. 1. 4to, p. 332

) On the smd publication of Mr. Boawell’s own work, the
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submission of the multitude. In the tumult of civil discord Lhe 1aws of
society lose their force, and their place 1 seldom supplied by those of hu-
manityes The ardour of contention, the pride of victory, the despar of
success, the memory of past injunies, and the fear of future dangers, all
contribute to inflame the mind, and to silence the voice of pity.” (")

MISS BURNEY,

“ My family, mmakin; ambition for hemour, and rank for dignity, have
Jong pl d a spl tion tor e, to which, though my invariante
repugnance hu stopped any advances, their wishes and therr v-em im.
movably adhere, 1 am but too certain they will uow listen to no other
1 dread, therefore, to make a trial where I despair of success; 1 know not
how to nisk a prayer with those who may silence me by a command.” (2)

REVEREND MR. NARES. (%)

* In an enlightened and Improving age, uch perhape s nob to be appre-
nended from the inroads of mere caprice ; at such a petiod it will generally
be perceived that mcedless irregularity is the worst of all deformitics, and
that nothimg is so truly elegant in | ge as the simplicity of unviolated
analogy. Rules will, therefory, be observed, 0 far as they are known and
acknowledged : but, at the same time, the desire of improvement having
been once excited will not remaln Inactive ; and its efforts, unless amisted
by knowledge as much as they ave prompted by zeal, will not unfrequently
be found pernicioun; so that the very persons wiose intention it Is o per-
fect the instrument of reason will deprav: and disorder it uakrowingly.
At such a time, then, it L peculiarly y that the analogy of
language should be fully examined and understood ; that its rules should
be carefully laid down ; and that it should be clearly known how much it
contains which, being already right, should be defended from change and
violation; how much st has that demands amendment; and how much
that, for fear of greater inconveriences, must, perhaps, be left unaltered,
though irregular,”

A distinguished author in « The Mirror™(*), a periodical
paper published at Edinburgh, has imitated Jolinsun ver§iit
¢osely. Thus, in No. 16. 1 —

{1) Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire, vol. i, cllt]l.l

(2) Cecilia, book vii. chap. ).
which I quote Is taken from eman’s * Elements
of‘anhoﬂpy; cg:uinmg lqcli.utmel ‘mw of mmdﬁmha; of thz,tn-
u relates to Pronunmciation, Accené, and Quantity
leave to offer my yntiuukr uhwldgmmu to :ﬁn
suthor 9f s work of uncommon merit and great utility, 1 know o book
‘vhieh containg, in the same mmpn, more learning, pcmu literature,
(4) That 'ooueem ol was presented to Dr .‘lcluwn.“l ball
3 e ]
authars ; 1 heard him speak very well of it. il

oL




¥MTATIONS OF JOHNSON'S STYLE. 289

“ The effects of the return of spring have been frequently remarked, as
well in relation to the human mind as to the animal and vegetable world.
The reviving power of this season has been traced from the ficlds to the
herds that inhabit them, and from the lower classes of beings up lo man,
Gladness and joy are described as prevailing through universal nature,
animating the low of the cattle, the carol of the birds, and the pipe of the
shepherd,”

The Reverend Dr. Knox, master of Tunbridge school, ap-
pears to have the imitari aveo of Johnson's style perpetually in
his mind; and to his assiduous, though not servile, study of it,
we may purtly ascribe the extensive popularity of his writings.(!)

In his ¢ Essays, Mora: and Literary,” No. 8., we find the
following passage : —

“ The polish of external grace may mdeed be deferred till the apprnwh
of manhood. When solidity 1s obtained by p g the modes p

by our forcfathers, then may the file be used, The ﬁrm lubme will bear
attrition, anc¢ the lustre then acquired wili be durable,”

There is, however, one in No. 11. which is blown up into
such tumidity as 10 be truly ludicrous. The writer means to
tell us, that members of Parliament who have run in debt by
extravagance will sell their votes to avoid an arrest (2), which
be thus expresses: — ’

% They who build houses and collect costly pictures and furniture with

(1) 1t were to be wished that he had imitated that great man in every

respect, and had not followed the example of Dr, Adam Smith, in ungra.

ciusly attacking his vencrable dima Mater, Oxford, It must, however,

be olmru:d. that he is much less to blame than Smith: he only objects to

ormcuhu; Smith to the whole institution ; dm-gh iudebted for

his Jeanutig to an thbiﬂon which he ynd for many years at

lhlinl College. Neither of Wwevrr. will do any hurt to the

Mhu-t unlv-rdly in the worl le 1 smimadvert on what o

“l’l‘:meof:ac ofc‘l;l)r Ilyir;:)x, Iunnott:d mdgc

to others produ on:-plnl ar) is sermous, ¢ to the

lpiﬂt wiﬂi which he maintains, the conso«

latory dactrines peculiar to the Christian Revelation, This he bas done 1n

a manuer equ- y strenuous md conciliating. mmm ouqht I to omit

mentioning a of his the

ide diﬂewnce of qur opinions upon the i of

a huer to me eobeemhg this wurk, be umn expresses him-«

lelf- you for the very great entertainmet your Life of Jobnson

m ltbnmulublemk, Yoursis 8 new species of bi .

vhmmnohmnmh.mdum h wit and w

0 b « Moral and Literary' ah be a
hﬁ:nmlmo'hhu m’ m‘:ﬁmd his mumvy. NG senator an

1’0!.-1. . B
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the money of an honest artisan or mechanic will be very glad of emanci
pation from the hands of a bailiff by asale of their senstorial suffruge.”

Buf I think the most perfect imitation of Johnson is a
professed one, entitled ¢ A Criticism on Gray's Elegy in a
Country Churchyard” (1), said to be written by Mr. Young,
professor of Greek, at Glasgow, and of which let him have the
credit, unless a better title can be shown. It has not only the
particularitics of Johason’s style, but that very species of lite.
rary discussion and illustration for which be was eminent.
Having already quoted so much from others, I shall refer the
curious to this performance, with an assurance of much enter-
tainment.

Yet whatever merit there may be in any imitations of John.
son’s style, every good judge must see that they are obviousty
different from the original ; for all of them are cither deficient
in its force, or overloaded with its pceuliarities ; and the power.
ful sentiment to which it is suited is not to be found.

(1) It seems to me to be one of the most insipid and unmeaning volumes
ever published. I cannot make out whether it was meant for jest or
earnest ; but it fails esther way, for it has neither Orleuamry nor sense,
Jobnson saw this work, and thus writes of it : —““ Of the imitation o my
style, in a criticism on Gray's Churchyard, 1 forgot to make wmention, Ihe
author is, I belicve, utterly unknown, for Mr. Steevens cannot hunt him
out. 1 know little of it though it was sent me, I never cut the leaves
open. 1 had a letter with it, representing 1t to me as my own work; in
such an account to the public there may be humour, but to myself it was
neither'senious nor 1suspect the writer to be wrong-headed, As
te the noise which it makes, I never heard it, and am inclined to belleve
that few attacks cither of ridicule of invective make much noise but by
the heip of those that they provoke.” — Leiter to Thrale, July 5. 1783, —
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No. I1I.

NOTE ON THE WORDS “ BALANCE OF MISERY ~

[See ane?, Vol. VIIL p305.]

Tur Reverend Mr. Ralph Churton, Fellow of Brazen-Nose
Callege, Oxford, has favoured me with the following remarks
on my work, which he is pleased to say, * I have hitherto ex-
tolled, and cordially approve:”—

“ The chief part of what I have to observe is contained in the following
transcript froin a letter to a friend, which, with his concurrence, I copied
for this purpose ; and, whatever may be the merit or justness of the re.
marks, you may be sure that being written to a2 most intimate friend,
without any intention that they ever should go further, they are the ge.
nuine and undisguised sentiments of the writer : «

“< Jan, 6. 1792
* ¢ Last week 1 was reading the sccond of ¢ B. 11's Joh
with increasing csteem for the worthy author, and i 1
of the wonderful and excellent man who is the subject of it. The writer
throws in, now and then, very properly, some serious religious reflections
but thers is ome remark, {n my mind an obvious and just one, which
think he has not muh,thn Joh 's * morbid melancholy,’ and consti-
1 intirmities, were int "by" vidence, like 8t. Paul's thom in
!.he flesh, to check intel) and g 3 which the con-
of his i talents, awake as he wn to the voice of

praise, might otherwise have genmted in a very culpable degrec. An.
other observation strikes me, that in consequence of the same natural in.
disposition, and habitual sickliness (for be says he scarcely passed one day
without patn after his twentieth year), he idered and rep d hu.
man life as a soene of much greater misery than ia generally experienced.
There may be persons bowed down with affliction all their days ; and there
are those, no doubt, whose iniquities rob them of rest; but neither cala.

mities nor crimes, 1 hope and belicve, do so much and so generally abound,
a8 to Justify the dark picture of life which Johnson's Imagination designed,
and his strong pencil delineated. This 1 am sure, the colouring is far too
glouray for what 1 have experienced, though, as far as 1 can remember, 1
have had more sickuess (1 do not say more severe, but only more in yuru.

u2
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my) tl'-an hlh to the lot of mott people. But wcn daily debility and oc-

were far overbal d hy inter days, and, perhaps,
weeks vgid of pain, and overflowing with comfort 8o that, in short, to
return to the subject, human life, as far a3 1 can perccive from expe.
rience or observation, is not that state of constant wretchedness which
Johnson always insisted 1t was : whSch mmrcpmwcnuuon. for such it surely
18, his biographer has not 1, 1 happily, he has
himself a large portion of mrlalu.lwly in hu cumﬁtuﬁon, and fancied the
portrait a faithful copy of hfe.”

“ The learned writer then proceeds thus in his letter to me : —

# ¢ ] have conversed with some sensible men on this subject, who alt scem
to entertain the same scntiments respecting life with thosé which are ex.
pressed or imphied in the foregoing paragraph. 1t might be added, that
as the rcpresentation here spohen of appears not consistent with fact and
experience, so neither does it scem to be countenanced by Scripture. There
is, perhaps, no part of the sacred volume which at first xight promises sn
much to lend its sanction to these dark snd desponding notions as the book
of Ecclesiastes, which so often, and so emphatically, proclaims the vamty
of things sublunary. But the design of this whole baok (as it hax been
justly observed) is not to put us out of conceit with hfe, but to cure our
vam expectations of a complete and perfect happiness in this world : to
convince us, that there is no such thing to be found 1n mere external en.
joyments ; — and to teach us to seek for happi in the p of wittue,
in the knowledge and love of God, and in the hopes of & better Lfe. For
this is the application of all: Let us kear, &c. xii. 13.  Not only his duty,
but his happiness too ; For God, &c. v. 18. — See Bherlock on Providence.’

« The New Testament tells us, indeed, and most truly, that * sutticient
unto the day is the evil thereof :* and, therefore, wisely torbids us to -
crease our burden by forebodings of sorrows ; but I think it nowhere suys,
that even our ordinary afflictions are not consistent with a very consider-
able degtee of posi fort and satisfacti And, accordingly, one
whose sufferings as well ks merits were conspicuous assures us, that in
proportion ¢ as the sufferings of Christ abounded in them, so their consow
lation also abounded by Christ.’ 2 Cor.i. 5. It is needless to cite, as indeed
1t wouuld be endless even to refer to, the multitude of passages in both
Testaments holding out, in the 8 of blessiugs,
even in this world, to the faithful scrvants of God, 1will only refer to St.
Luke, xviii. 29, 30., and 1 Tim. iv. 8.

. “ Upon the whole, setting amide instances of grest and lasting bodily
pain, of minds peculiarly oppressed by melancholy, and of severe tetoporal
calamities, from which extraordinary cases we surely should not form onr

estimate of the general tenor and complexion of life; excluding these from
the_apeount, 1 am cenvinced that ax well’ mmmu
uﬂnp which Providence has ordained, as the declarations of and
the actual expcricm of individuals, authorise the ﬂmm to
hope that his humble and constant endeavours to persosmy hls duty, che-
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quered as the best life is with many failings, will be crowned with a greater
degree of present peace, serenity, and comfort, thav he could reasonably
permit himself to expect, if he measured his views and judged of life from
the opinion of Dr Johnson, often and energet.:cally nxpresu:d in the me.
moirs of him, without any snimadversion or by his i ious o
grapher. 1 he bhinsetf, upon uvlowmg the subject, shall see the matter
in this light, he wil, in su octavo edition, which is eagerly expected, make
such additional remarks or corrcetions as he shall judge fit; lest the im.
pressions which these discouragiry pas.ages may lcave on the reader's
mind should in & degree hinder what otherwise the whole spirit and energy
of the work tends, and, I hope, fully, to p te, — pure Lty
and true religion.”

Though I have, in some degree, obviated any reflections
against my illustrious friend’s dark views of life, when’ con-
sidering, in the course of this work, his ¢ Rambler” and his
# Rasselas,” I am obliged to Mr. Churton for complying with
my request of his permission to insert his remarks, being con-
scious of the weight of what he judiciously suggests as to the
melancholy in my own constitution. Ilis more pleasing views
of life, I hope, are just. Puleaat quantum vulcre possunt. R
Churton concludes his letter to me in these words : —

“ Once, and only once, § had the satisfartion of seeing your illustrious
friend ; and as 1 feel a particalar regard for ail whom he distinguished
with his esteem and friendship, so 1 denive much pleasure from reflecting
that I once beheld, though but tiausiently, ncar our coliege gate, one
whose works will for ever delight and improve the world, who was a sincere
and sealos son of the church of England, an honour to his country, and
an ornament to human nal

His letter was accompanied with a present from himself of
his ¢ Sermons at the Barapton Lecture,” and from his friend,
Dr. Towason, the venerable rector of Malpas, in Cheshire, of
his ¢ Discourses on the Gospels,” together with the following
extract of a letter from that excellent person, who is now gone
to receive the reward of his labours: « Mr. Boswell is not
anly very entertaining in his works, but they are so replete
with moral and religious sentiments, without an instance, as
far as I know, of a contrary tendeney, that I cannot help having
a great esteem for him; and if you think such a trifle as a
oopy of the Discourses, ex dond authoris, would be acceptable

U3
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to him, I should be happy to give him this small testimony of
my regard.” Such spontaneous testimonies of approbation from
such men, without any personal acquaintance with me, are
truly valuable and encouraging.

' No. IV.

CATALOGUE OR LIST OF DESIGNS.

[Referred to in VoL VIIL p. 388.1

Divixary.

a smarLy book of precepts and directions for piety ; thchint
taken from the directions in Morton’s Exercise,

Panosorny, Hisrory, AND LiTERATURE I¥ GENERAL

History of Criticism, as it relates to judging of authors, from
Aristotle to the presentage. An account of the rise and im-
provements of that art: of the different opinions of authors,
sacient and modern.

Tundmonolthel-lﬂoryofﬂuodun.

New edition of Fairfax’s Translation of Tasso, with notes,
gloseary, &ec.

Chaucer, a new edition of him, from manuscripts and old
editions, with various readings, conjectures, remarks on his '
anguage, and the changes it had undergone from the earkiest
ﬂmhhunp,mdﬁmnhumthpmm, with notes es-
' planatory of custorms, &c. and'references to Boccage, and other
lmﬁfromwhamhehnbouowd,ﬁthmumtoft‘hé
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liberties he has taken in telling the stories ; his life, and an
exact etymological glossary.

Aristotle’s Rhetoric, a translation of it into Engllsh.

A Collection of Letters, translated from the modern writers
with some account of the several authors.

Oldham’s Poems, with notes, historical and critical.

Roscommon’s Poems, with notes.

Lives of the Philosophers, written with a polite air, in such
a manner as may divert as well as iustruct,

History of the Heathen Mythology, with an explication of
the fables, both allegorieal and historical ; with refercnces to
the poets.

History of the State of Venice, in a compendious manner.

Aristotle’s Ethics, an English translation of them, with
notes.

Geographical Dictionary from the French. [ Utrecht.] MS.

Hierocles upon Pythagoras, translated into English, per-
haps with notes.  This is done by Norris. [Nov. 9th, 1752.]
MS.

A book o([.etten, upon all kinds of subjects.

Claydian, a new edition of his works, cum notis variorum, in
the manner of Burman.

Thully's Tusculan questions, a translation of them.

Tally's De Naturd Deorum, a translation of thdse books.

Benzo’s New History of the New World, to be trauslated.

Machiavel’s History of Florence, to be translated.

History of the Revival of Learning in Eurape, containing
an account of whatever contributed to the restoration of litera-
ture; such as controversies, printing, the destruction of the
Greek empire, the encouragement of great men, with the lives
of the most eminent patrons, and most eminent early professors
of all kinds of learning in different countries.

A Body of Chronology, in verse, with historical notes.
[Nov. oth, 1752.] M8, :

A Table of the Spectators, Taters, and Guardiens, ds.
Greuished by figures intp aix degroes of valae, with motes
giving the reacons ot‘wdum or degradation,

U4
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A Collection of Letters from English suthors, with a pre.
face, giving some account of the writers; with reasons for
selection, and criticism upon styles; remarks on each letter, if
needful.

A Collection of Proverbs from various languages. Jan.
6th, — 53,

A Dictionary to the C Prayer, in imitation of Cal-
met's Dictionary of the Bible. March, [17}52.

A Collection of Stories and Examples, like those of Valerius
Maximus. Jan. 10th, [17]53.

From Zlian, a volame of select Stories, perhaps from others.
Jan. 28th, [17]53.

Colleetion of ‘I'ravels, Voyages, Adventurcs, and Deseriptions

_of Countries.

Dictionary of Ancient History and Mythology.

Treatise on the Study of Polite Literature, eontaining the
history of learning, directions for editions, commentaries, &c.

Maxims, Characters, and Sentiments, after the manmer of
Bruyére, collected out of ancient authors, particularly the
Greek, with Apophthegms.

Classical Miscellanies, Select Translations from ancient
Greek and Latin authors.

Lives of Illustrious Persons, as well of the active as the
learned, in imitation of Plutarch,

Judgment of the learned upon English Authors.

Poetical Dictionary of the English Tongue. .

Considerations upon the present State of London.

Collection of Epigrams, with notes and observations.

Observations on the English Language, relating to words,
phrases, and ‘modes of speech.

Minutiee, Literariz, Miscellaneous Mmm Crituuml,
Emendations, Notes.

History of the Constitution.

Comparison of Philosophical and Christiua M«aﬁty. har
sentences collocted from the moralists and fathers. .. .

. Plutarch’s Lives, in English, withnotes. . . . . -,
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Porrry axp Works or Imaarnariow,

Hymn to Ignorance.

The Palace of Sloth: —a vision.

Coluthus, to bie translated.

Prejudice,—a poetical essay.

The Palace of Nonsense,—a vision.

Johnson's extraordinary facility of composition, when he
shook off his constitutional indolence, and resolutely sat down
to write, is admirably described by Mr. Courtenay, in his
« Poetical Review,” which I have several times quoted : —

« While through life’s maze he sent a piercing view,

His mind expansive to the object grew.

‘With various stores of erudition fraught,

The hvely image, the decp scarching thought,

Slept in repose ; —but when the moment press'd,

The bright ideas stood at once confess'd ;

Instant his genius sped its vigorous rays,

And o'er the letter'd world diffused a blaze,

As womb'd with fire the cloud electric flies,

And calmly o'er the honzon seems to nse ;

Touch'd by the pointed steel, the lightning flows,
. And all th’ expanse with rich effulgence glows.”

We shall in vain endeavour to know with exact precision
every production of Johnson's pen. He owned to me that he
had written about forty sermons ; but as I understood that he
had given or sold thom to different persons, who were to preach
them as their own, he did not cousider himself at liberty ta
acknowledge them, Would those who were thus aided by
him, who are still alive, and the friends of those who are dead,
fajrly inform the world, it would be obligingly gratifying a
reasonable euriosity, to which there should, 1 think, now be
no objection. Two volumes of them, published since his death,
are sufficiently ascertained, See Vol, VII. p. 326, Ihave be-
fore me in his bandwriting a fragment of twenty quarto leaves,
‘of a translation into English of Sallust, De Bello Catilinario.
When it was done I have no notion . but it seems to have no
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very superior merit to mark it-as his. Besides the publications
heretofore mentioned, I am satisfied, from internal evidence,
to aduut also as genuine the following, which, notwithstanding
all my chronological care, uuped me in the course of this
work : —

« Considerations on the Case of Dr. Trapp's Sermans,”$
published in 1739, in the « Gentleman's Magazine.” It is a
very ingenious defence of the right of abridging an author’s
work, without being held as infringing his property. This is
one of the nicest questions in the Law of Literature; and I
cannot help thinking, that the indulgence of abridging is often
exceedingly injurious to authors and booksellers, and should
in very few cases be permitted. At any rate, to prevent diffi-
cult and uncertain discussion, and give an absolute security to
authors in the property of their labours, no abridgment what-
ever should be permitted till after the expiration of such a
number of years as the legislature may be pleased to fix.

But, though it has been confidently aseribed to him, I cannot
allow that he wrote a dedication to both houses of parliament
of a book entitled « The Evangelical History Harmonised.”
Heé was no croaker, no declaimer against the times. He would
not have written « That we are fallen upon an age in which
corruption is not barcly universal, is universally confessed.”
Nor, ¢ Rapine preys on the public without opposition, and
perjury betrays it without inquiry.” Nor would he, to excite
a speedy reformation, have conjured up such phantoms of
terror as these:— ¢ A few years longer, and perhaps all en-
deavours will be in vain. We may be swallowed by an earth-
quake: we may be delivered to our enemies.” This is not
Johnsonian.

There are, indeed, in this dedication several sentences con-
structed upon the model of those of Johnson. But the imitation
of the form, without the spirit of his style, has been so general,
that this of itself is not sufficient evidence. Even our news-
paper writers aspire to it. In an account of the funeral of
Edwin, the comedian, in « The Diary” of Nov. 9.. 1790, that
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son of drollery is thus described :— ¢ A man who had so often
cheered the sullenness of vacancy, and suspended the appyoaches
of sorrow.” And in “ The Dublin Evening Post,” August
16. 1791, there is the following paragraph :— « Itis a singular
circumstance, that in a city like this, containing 200,000 peo-
ple, there are three months in the year during which no place
of public amusement is open. Long vacation is here a vaca-
tion from pleasure, as well as business ; nor is there any mode
of passing the listless evenings of declining summer, but iu the
riots of & tavern, or the stupidity of a coffee-house.”
I have not thought it necessary to specify every copy of
verses written by Johnson, it being my intention to publish
“an authentic editwen of all his peetry, with notes.
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No. V.

A

CHRONOLOGICAL CATALOGUE
or
THE PROSE WORKS

or

. *
SAMUEL JOHNSON, LL.D.()

N. B.= To thosc which he himself ack ledeed is added ack To
those which mav he fully believed to be his from internal evidence is
added intern. evsd.

1735. Asnivemext and translation of Lobo’s Voyage to Abys-
sinia, acknowl.
1788. Part of a translation of Father Paul Sarpi's History of
the Council of Trent, ucknowl.
N. B. — As this work, after some sheets were printed, sud-
denly stopped, Iknownotwhetberuny part of it is now to be
found.

1) I do not here include Immedeulwuh tor, his Latin
() tion of Pope's Messiah, hi mhuvﬁquﬂmn
wuh%‘mw from Juvenal, e mm on the opening of Drury.
emeuym, mirkmdhh Irene, & Trageay, they are very

eral short nndlhweprmhodlmn ete edition

tbem,hwh lahnn,' cmmmnl eir authen.

tichy. and Jlusteate them notes and various readings — Boswriy —

not very clear. Pml:.m'mm'm m’-y“.?'e'.;“' .
er) YETy nUmernu

which wowld be Jess =C. * i "
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FOR THE GENTLEMAN'S MAGAZINE.

Preface, intern, evid. .

Life of Father Paul, acknowl.

A complete vindication of the Licenser of the Stage
from the malicious and scandalous aspersions of Mr.
Brooke, author of Gustavus Vasa, acknowl,

Marmor Norfulciense : or an Lssay on an ancient pro-
phetical inscription in moukish rhyme, lately disco-
vered near Lynne in Norfolk, by Prosus Briran-
NICUS, acknowl.

FOR THE GENTLEMAN'S MAGAZINE.

Life of Boerhaave, acrnowl

Address 1o the Reader, intern. evid,

Appeal to the Public in behalf of the Editor, intern.
evid,

Considerations on the case of Dr, ‘I'rapp's Sermons; a
plausible attempt to prove that an author's work may
be abridged without injuring his property, acknowl,

1¢!) * Address to the Reader in May.

FOR THE GENTLEMAN'S MAGAZINE.
Preface, intern. evid,
Life of Admiral Drake, acknowl.
Life of Admiral Blake, acénowl.
Life of Philip Barretier, acknowl.
Essay on Epitaphs, acknowl.

FOR THE GENTLEMAN'S MAGAZINE.
Preface, intern. evid.
A frec translation of the Jests of Hierocles, with an in-
troduction, intern. evid.
Debate on the Humble Petition and Advice of the
Rump Parliament to Cromwell. in 1657, to assume

N and several other arﬁcha, wblch are marked with an am'riol:.
{1} These ay

ested to My. Malone by Mr.

mers
Br"“.l% they are thurefore placed lﬁh this goneral list.—C,
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the title of King; abridged, methodised, and die
gested, intern. evid.
‘ Translation of Abbé Guyon's Dissertation on the
Amazons, iutern. evid.
Translation of F lle's Panegyric on Dr. Morin,
intern. evid,

FOR THE GENTLEMAN'S MAGAZINE.

Preface, intern. evid. !

Essay on the Account of the Conduct of the Duchess
of Marlborough, acknowl.

An Account of the Life of Peter Burman, ackaowl,

The Life of Sydenham, afterwards prefixed to Dr.
Swan’s edition of his works, acknowl.

Proposals for printing Bibliotheca Harleiana, or a
Catalogue of the Library of the Earl of Oxford,
afterwards prefixed to the first volume of that cata-
logue, in which the Latin accounts of the books were
written by him, acknowl.

Abridgment, entitled Foreign History, intern. cvid.

Essay on the Description of China, from the French of
Du Halde, infern. evid.

Dedication to Dr. Mead of Dr. James’s Medicinal
Dictionary, intern. evid.

L]
FOR THE GENTLEMAN'S MAGAZINE.

Preface, intern. evid.

Parliamentary Debates under the name of Debates in
the Senate of Lilliput, from Nov. 19. 1740, to Feb,
28. 1742.3, inclusive, acknowl.

Coosiderations on the Dispute between Crousaz and
Warburton on Pope’s Essny on Man, infern. evid.
A Letter, announcing that the Life of Mr. Savage was
speedily to be published by a person who was favoured

with his confidence, intern. evid.

Adverti for Osb jﬂg the Harleian
Catalogue, intern. evid. , )
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1744. Life of Richard Savage, acknowl.
Preface to the Harleian Miscellany, acknrowl

FOR THE GENTLEMAN'S MAGAZINE.
“Preface, intern. evid.

1745. Miscellaneous Observations on the tragedy of Mac-
beth, with remarks on Sir T. I.'s (Sir Thomas
Hanmer's) Edition of Shakspeare, and proposals for
a new Edition of that Poet. acknowl.

1747. Plan for a Dictionary of the Excrisy Lancuacs, ad-
dressed to Philip Dormer, Karl of Chesterfield,
acknowl.

FOB THE GRNTLEMAN'S MAGAZINE.
* Lauder’s Proposals for printing the Adamus Exul of
Grotius.
[Abridgment of Foreign History, Gent. Mag. 1794,
p. 1001.}

FOR THE GENTLEMAN’S MAGAZINE.

1748. Life of Roscommon, acknowl
Foreign History, November, inters. evid

FOR MR. DODSLEY'S PRECEPTOR.

Preface, acknowl
Vision of Theodore the Hermit, acknowl. |

FOR THE GENTLEMAN'S MAGAZINE.
1749. * Letter on Fire Works,
1750. The Ramsre, the first paper of which was published
20th of March this year, and the last 17th of March,
1758, the day on which Mrs. Johnson died(!),
acknewl.
Letter in the General Advertiser to vxcite the atten-

{1} Thie Ja & mistake. The last number of the Raunlvlc r anpeared on the
14th of March, threedays before Mrs, Johnson died.—MALOVE.
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tion of the public to the parformance of Comus, .
which was next day to be acted at Drury Laue play-
* house, for the benefit of Milton's grand-daughter,
acknowl.
Preface and Postscript to Lauder’s Pamphlet, cntitled
“ An Essay on Milton's Use and Imitation of the
Moderns in his Paradise Lost,” acknow!.

FOR THE GENTLEMAN’S MAGAZINE.

Address to the Public concerning Miss Williams’s Mis-
ccllanices,

Life of Cheynel, in the Miac'eﬂnny called # The Stu-
dent,” acknowl,

Letter for Lauder, addressed to the Reverend Dr. John
Duouglas, acknowledging his fraud concerning Milton
in terms of suitable contrition, acknowl. ,

Dedication to the Earl of Middlesex of Mrs. Charlotte
Lennox’s ¢« Female Quixote,” intern, evid,

FOR THE GENTLEMAN'S MAGAZINE,

* Preface,

* Criticism on Moore’s Gil Blas.

Dedication to John, Earl of Orrery, of Shakspeare
illustrated, by Mrs. Charlotte Lennox, acknowl.

During this and"the following year he wrote and gave
to his mnuch loved friend, Dr. Bathurst, the papers in
the Adventurer, signed T.,-acknowl

FOR THE a:mnpn'n MAGAZINE.
* Preface.
* Notice of Mr. Edward Cave's death, inserted in the
last page of the index.
Life of Edward Cave, im the Gentleman’s. Magazine,
acknowl,
FOR THE GENTLEMAY'S MAGAZINE,
* Preface. '
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1355 A DicrioNany, with a Grammar and History, of the
Exorusu Lavevace, acknowl .

An Account of an Attempt to ascertain the Longitude
at Sea, by an exact Theory of the Variations of the
Moagnetical Needle, with a Table of the Variations
at the most remarkable cities in Europe, from the
year 1660 to 1780, acknowl, This he wrote for Mr.
Zacharizh Williams, au ingenious ancient Welsh gen-
tleman, father of Mrs. Anna Williams, whom he for
many years kindly lodged in his house. It was pub-
lished with a translation into Italian by Signor Ba-
retti, In a capy of it, which he presented to the
Bodleian Library at Oxford, is pasted a character of
the late Mr. Zachariah Williams, plainly written by
Johnson, éntern. evid.

1756. An Abridgment of his Dictionary, acknowl.

Several Essoys in the Universal Visitor, which there is
some difficulty in ascertaining. All that are marked
with two asterisks have been ascribed to him, although
1 am confident, from internal evidence, that we should
except from these © The Life of Chaucer,” « Reflec-
tions on the State of Portugal,” and ¢« An Essay on
Architecture.” And from the same evidence I am’
confident that he wrote « Further Thoughts on Aggi-
culture™ and & A Dissertation on the State of Li-
terature and Authors.” The Dissertation on the
Epitaphs, written by Pope, he afterwards acknow-
ledged, and added to his ¢ Idler.”

Life of Sir Thomas Browne, prefized to a new cdition
of his Christian Morals, acknowl. '

In the Lrrxrany MacazNz, or aninn.'nxutw.
which began in January, 1756, '
His Onicinar Essavsare, -
'ﬂn Preliminary Address, infern, evid,
An Introduction to the Polition] State of Grest Bri-
hin. infern. evid. .
»OL. X ¥
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Remarks on the Militia Bill, inters, evid,

()bservnuom on his Britannic Majesty's Truaties with
" the Empress of Russin and the Landgrave of Hese
Cassel, intern, evsd.

Observations on the Prevent State of Affairs, intera.
evid.

Memoirs of Frederick II1., King of Prusia, intern.
evid.

In the same Magamnr his Reviews are of the follow-
ing books :—* Birch's History of the Royal Society .”
* Browne’s Christian Morals;” ¢ Warton s Essay un
the Writings and Genius of Pope,” vol. i.; « Hamp-
ton’s Translation of L’olybius ;” ¢ Sir Isaac Newton's
Arguments in proof of a Deity ;* « Barlasc’s History
of the Isles of Scilly;” ¢ I{ome's Experiments on
Bleaching ;” ¢ Browne's Iistory of Jamaica;”
s Hales or Distilling Sea~Waters, Ventilators in
Ships, and curing an ill taste in Milk;” # Lucaw's
Essay on Waterq;” « Keith’s Catalogue of the Seot.
tish Bishops;” ¢ Philowophical Transactions,” vol.
xlix.; <« Misecllanies Ly Elirabeth Harrison ;"
« Evam's Map and Account of the Middle Colonies
in Amerien;® ¢ The Cadet, a Military Treatise ;”
« The Conduct of the Ministry relating to the pre-
sent War, impartially examined,” intern, evid.

4 Mrs. Lennox's Translation of Sully's Memoairs;”
« Letter on the Case of Admiral Byng;" « Appeal
to the Peaple concerning Admiral Byng;” « Han.
way's Eight Days' Journey” #and Essay on Tea ;*
“ Some further partieulars in Relation to the Cue
of Admiral Byng, by a Gentleman of Oxford,"
acknowl.

Mz, Jonas Hanway hsving written an nugfy Answer
to the Review of his Emay on Tes, Johmson, in the
smme vollection, made a reply to ity motwolel.  Thi«
is the only instance, it is believed, wien b conde-
scended to take notice of any thing that had been



1757.

1758.

1759,

1780,

PROSE WORKS. 07

written against bim; and here his chicf intention
seews to have been to tnake sport.

Dedscation to the Kerl of Rochford of, and Profice to,
Mr. Payne's Introduction to the Game of Draughts,
ackaowd,

Introduction to the London Chronicle, an Evening
Paper, wlach stdl subsists with deserved credit,
acknowl.

¢ « Observations on the Foregoing Letter,” i. e. A Let-
ter on the American Colonies,

Speech ou the Subject of an Address to the Throne
after the Fxpedition to Rochefort; delivered by one
of hus firends in some pubhe mceting : it is printed
in the Geantleman’s Magazine for October, 1785,
intura, eond.,

The first tno paragraphs of the Preface to Sir William
Chamber.’s Demgns of Chinese Buildings, &c.,
acknowl.

Tux Inues, which began April 4. in this year, and was
coptinued till April 5. 1760, acknowl

An Essay on the Bravery of the English Common
Soldicrs was added to 1t, when published in volumes,
acknowl.

Ranmselas, Prinoe of Abyssinis, 8 Tale, acknowl.

Advertisement, for the Proprietors of the Idler against
certain persons who pirated those papers as they came
out singly in  newspaper called the Univereal Chro-
nicle, ar Weekly Garette, infern. evid.

For Mrs. Charlotte Lennox's English Version of Bru-
moy, © 4 Dimertation on the Greek Comedy,” and
the General Conclusion of the Buok, fatern, evids

Introductisn to the World Displayed, a Collection of
Vayages aud Travels, acknowcl,

Three Letters in the Gazetteer, conrerning the best

for Blackfriars Bridge, mehapwl
of the Painters to Goorge I1L. an his Acoes~
wion to the Throns, intern, end.
x 2
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Dedication of Baretti's Italian and English Dictionary
to the Marquis of Abreu, then Envoy Extraordinary
from Spain at the Court of Great Britain, intern.
evid,

Review in the Gentleman’s Magazine of Mr. Tytler's
acute and able Vindication of Mary Queen of Scots,
acknowl.

Introduction to the Proceedings of the Committee for
Clothing the French Prisoners, acknowl

Preface to Rolt's Dleuonlry of Trade and Commerce,
acknowl,

Corrections and Impr ts for Mr. Gwyn the Ar-
chitect’s pamphiet, entitled « Thoughts on the Coro-
nation of George 111.,” acknowl.

Dedication to the King of the Reverend Dr. Kennedy's
Complete System of Astronomical Chronology un-
foding the Scriptures, 4to edition, acknowl.

Preface to the Catalogue of the Artist's Ezhibition,
intern. evid.

Charaeger of Collins in the Poetical Calendar, published
by Fawkes and Woty, acknowl,

Dedication to the Earl of Shaftesbury of the edition of
Roger Aschawm’s Enghsh Works, published by the
Reverend Mr, Beunett, acknowl,

The Life of Ascham, also prefixed to thst edition,
acknowl. .

Review of Tolemachus, a Masque, by the Reverend
George Graham, of Eton College, in the Critical
Review, acknowl.

Dedication to the Queen of Mr. Hoole’s Translation of
Tasso, acknowl

Aooount of the Deteotion of the Imposturs of the Cork
Lane Glost, published in the Newspepers and Gen-

tleman's Magasine, achnowl,

"1764. Pmt of 8 Review of Granger's # Suger Cane,* & Porm,

in the London Chronicle, ackneml, .
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Review of Goldsmith’s « Traveller,” & Poem, in the
Critical Review, ackwowl.

1765. The Plays of William Shakspeare, in eight volumel,
8vo, with Notes, acknowl.

1766. ‘The Fountains, & Fairy Talc, in Mrs. Williams's Mis-
cellanies, acknowl,

1767. Dedication to the King of Mr. Adams’s Treatise on
tho Globes, acknowl.

1769. Character of the Reverend Mr. Zachariah Mudge, in
the London Chronicle, acknowl.

1710. The False Alarm, acknowl.

1771. Thoughts on the late Transactions respecting Falkland’s
Islands, acknowl.

1772. Defence of a Schoolmaster ; dictated to me for the
House of Lords, acknowl.

Argument in support of the Law of Vicious Intmnilmn i
dietated to me for the Court of Session in Scotland,
acknowl.

1773. Preface to Macbean’s « Dictionary of Ancient Geo-
graphy,” ackmowl.

Argument in favour of the Rights of Lay Patrons;
dictated to me for the General Assembly of the
Church of Scotland, acknowl,

1774, 'The Patriot, acknowl.
1775, A Journey to the Western Islands of Scotland, acknowl,

Propasals for publishing the Works of Mrs. Charlotte
Lennox, in 8 volumes,%to, acknowl.

Preface 8o Baretti's Easy Lessons in Italisn and En
glish, intern. evid.

Taxstion no Tyraomy: sn Answer to the Resolutions
and Address of the American Congress, acknowl.

on the Case of Dr. Memis; dictated to me
for the Court of Sessions iu Scotland, acknowk

Argutnent to prove that the Corporbtion of Stirling
wes corrupt ; dictated to me for the House of Lords,
neinowl,

t 3]
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Argument in support of the Right of immediate and
« personal Reprehenson from the Pulpit ; dictated to
me, acknowl

Proposals for publishing an Analysis for the Scotch
Celtic Langunge, by the Reverend William Shawl,
acknowl

Dedication to the King of the Posthumous Works of
Dr. Pearce, Bishap of Rochester, acknonl.

Additions to the Life and Character of that Prelate,
prefixed to those works, acknowl.

Various Papers and Letters in favour of the Reverend
Dr. Dodd, acknowl.

Adbvertisement for his Friend, Mr. Thrale, to the Wor-
thy Electors of the Borough of Southwark, acknowl.

First Paragraph of Mr. Thomas Davies’s Life of Ga-
rick, acknowl.

Prefaces, biographical and critical, to the Works of the
most eminent English Pocts; afterwards published
with the Title of the Lives of the English Poets,
acknowl

Argument on the Importance of the Registration of
Deeds ; dictated to me for an Election Committee
of the House of Commons, acknowl.

On the Distinetion between Tony and Wina ; dictated
to me, acknowl

On Vicarious Puni ts, and the great Propitistion
for the Kins of the World by Jreus Caaser ; ditated
to me, ackrowl.

Argument in favour of Joseph Enight, sn African
Negro, who claimed his Liberty in the Court of Ses-
sion in Scotland, and obtained it; &ictated to me,
acknowl.

Defince of Mr. Robertson, Printer of the Caledanian
Meroury, ngainst she Society of Procurstors in
Edinburgh, for having fnserted in his paper & Indi-
erous parsgraph against them; demonsteating that it
was not an injurious Libel; dioh:edtnmo,m
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1782. ' The greatest [part}, if not the whole, of a Reply. by
the Reverend Mr. Shnw, to a person at Edmburgb.
of the name of Clarke, refuting his argumcnts for
the suthenticity of the Poems published by Mr.
James Macpherson as Translations from Ossisn,

. intern. evid.

1784, List of the Authors of the Universal History, deposited
in the British Museum, and printed in the Gentle~
man's Magazine for December, this year, acknowl.

VARIOUS YEARS

Letters to Mrs. Thrale, acknowl.

Pnym and Meditations, which he dehvered to the

. Rev. Mr, Straban, enjoining him to publish themn,
acknowl,

. Sermaons, laft’ for publication by John Taylor, LL.D.,

. Prebendary of Westminster, and given to the World

by the Reverend Samuel Hayes, A. M., intern. evid.

A

Such was the number and variety of the prose works of this
extraordinary man, which T have been able to discover, and
am at. liberty to mention (') ; but we ought to keep in mind,
that there must undoubtedly have been many more which are
yet eoncealed ; and we may add to the account, the numerous
letters which he wrote, of which a considerable part are yet
uapublished. - Tt is hoped that those persons, in whose posses-
cfonﬂaqné;ﬁllﬁwdmvoﬂdvnhﬁm

. James Boswrrr.

“ (3 This W « atre “What work eould it hay
AR L T R v

; perhape ma! to wme
lmmdqwem wrluenh Johnion’s, mlin m
may have o f u eonfldence to Boswe budi.th isa tun

dmmmnm chenmﬁmn
w froin the
now, and gé yery w u#dmmhmm

x 4

.
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No. VI

DR. JOHNSON'S PORTRAITS,
[ Referred to in Vol VIIL p. 461

" { The Note on Dr. Johnson's Portraits being incomplete, 1 am obliged to
Mr. John Murray, Jun., for considerable Additions to the List, which
are distinguished by brackets.—C.]

Date of ver’s _Dateof
Paptiug. ame.  Engraving.
[Priorto A miniature, painter unknown, which belonged to Mrs. John.

1752. son, now in the possossion of Dr. Harwood, Sve prefuce, p. xiv.
First engraved for this edition, size
of the original - E. Finden, 18%0
Athmqummmthlm(mm oval) ; he 1s dressed in
what was styled a seven story wig, and holds & pen up to bus eye.
This picture apnnntly painted before any.of Bir Joshua's por.
traits - Ro artist’s name or date,]

BY SIR JOSHUA REYNOLDS.

{1756, 1. Mr. Boswell’s picture; sold at Jemes Boswell’s sale for
seventy guineas. A three-quarter length. Dr. Jahnson seated
in an arm chair, which is covered with a tartan, or
cloth, st a table with writing materiala 3 pon ix bis hand.]

4to. for first edition of Buswell's Life J. Heath, 179

Ditto 8va. for Svo, edition of ditto J. Baker, 4783

[This picture has been repeatodly engraved for varions editions
of this work.]

{Refore  IL a The Duke of Sutherland's picture, foxmerty the property
AT10.  of Miss Lucy Poreer, st Lichfield. See Vol 11L p, 163, Side facs,
to right, eyes almost closed, without wig; the arms are raised,

the nervous hablt to which he was addicted, when unem.
Mdmmmmwum befure him, with the

nrinhmumdumhdhhh“%mudm
ahstraoted expression of Dr. Johneon’d countenanqe, when
mwwmumwpmcmm
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Date of ver's Date of
Painting. ame Engraving,
& The Duke of Dorset's picture at Knoleas a duplicate of the

proeveding.
Folio, meszotint, very fine - James Watson. 1770
8vo mezzotint for Sir Joshua's works & W, Reynolds
An etcuing of the head only, trom a copy of this picture by
Osiae Flumphry « +« = Mem D Tumer]
1T TII @ Mr Langton's picture, now at Gunby, nesr Splshy, Lin-
eolnshixe, the seat of Peregnne Massingberd, Esq , Mr Langton's
second son A full fare, wearing an expression of pain , the hand
laid on the breast.
& Mrs Piozz’s Pacture, now In the Gallery of 8ir Robert
Peel, Burt , Whitchall, 1¢ & duplicate of Mr Langton’s,
There are numerous copics of this Likences of Johuson one
1 at Luton Madame d° \rblay has another, made by herbmhu,
and touched upou by Sir Joshua.

Bheet mezzotint, very fine - W Doughty, rm
Lane, prefixed to Iictionary folie T Cooh 1787
Ditto to Dictionary 4o, - Ditto 1787
[Small ditto to Bel's Poets  «  Ditto. 18y
O al - - - Bromley,

For the Rambler, oval, small sise  John Hall, 1719
Oval, prefixed to first edition of

Laves of the Poets - = T Trotter. 177
Oval, with 3 other p t « Holloway 1789
4to prefixed to Dnctlmury « J Heath 1799
In stipple - - Schiavonetti, 1809
4to prefized to I)xchonnry - W. Holl, 1814

A very excellent hne engraving
mmeMpmwmwmm W.C Edwards. 1828

Ditto, smaller - Datto. 1898
8vo mazsotint, for the wonu of
Sit Joshua Reynolds - 8 'W. Reynolds )

1e IV. Mr. Malone’s picture, now in the possession of the Rev.
Thomas Rooper, Brighton, Three-quarter face, to lett, kitcat
8150, represents him as near-sighted, holding & book up close to
s eyes, one of which 1s neaxly closed.
This was very displeasing to the Doctor, who, when he saw it,
~ peproved 8it Joshua for painting bim in that manner and attitude ;
saying, “ 1t 14 not friendly to hand down to posterity the imper.
foutions of any man.” But, on thecontrary, Sir Joshua esteemed
1t a4 & circumstance In nature to be remarked, as characteruing
the peswsn repvesented, and therefore as giving addilonal valus
o the portralt.
1n 21 oval Svo , for Murphy's eds
:m - - - - Audmet,
Diste - - = 1, Fittler,
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Date of Enpraver Dioaf
Pawting, N mic Lugraning.
. Ditto, face to the right Heath,
Ditto, 12mo , tor Cooke’s Pocts € ran «r my
Prefixed to his Works, 1828 W i Fry . I
[
[BY BARRY

About Tull fare, finished only as fur as the shouldurs, ide per
1781  one of the Jarge mctures now m the room of *he Wity A4t
m the Adelphs  The onpinul shewch wis sild at L e 7
50 gwneas 1t 13 w0 the §4s9 saron oo Mr Avann t
Tngraved in hne 410 fie = Ajla Smth ®
LDitto, bvo, with specninens | 1
Johnson signature at dsdere e
niody of Lfe - . A adinet, 182

BY MISS RLYNOLDS, NILCL O ST . JOSHUA

(el A three anerleng h, t o size of hii, 1 ol belonged %
John Hatse'l, By , { otton Garden  1his portrat did not please
Dr J, who styled it © J hnson s gnualy ghost * J

Bl OPIL.

Threc quarter fare, to the Jo 1
Lngrived n a1 oval, prefixed to

Dutionary fohio - J Heath 1766
[Intto 4to Davenport J
Foho Messotint - ¢ Towney (1) 1792

BY NORIH(OI¥
[Three quarter face, to right,
nolding a book « = « I3 D¢Clanwin, 14813]
BY MR ZOFFANIJ
BY 071A8 HUMPHRY, R A

1773 A minlatyre, from the life
Scveral copits In crayon, from Sir Joshua's various portraits of
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. TROTTER 8. C,
Date of Engraver’s Date of
Parung. ame, Edfgraving.
1782, Johnson said when he saw the drawing, * Well, thou art an
uyly fellew hike the onginal.” Vol X, p. 97,
T. Trotter, 17841
Profiie mn an ovay, to the left, without wag
Whole length, in the dress worn by him on the journey to the
e v dex, wath his stick, foho Do. 1786
i detace, to right, the conatenance haggard, and exhibiting
«aartR of deewy. ‘This was probably the last portrait for which
23 Juhipeon gat: 3t was finished a short tyme before his

death . - - . Do 1786)
. prwl:xed to Marding's Shaksp ; draw  bel d to
Dr. Farmer - - = « De 1792]
J. HARDING.
Side-face, rnight K Trow n 1788
Medailion, profile to left, with wig, prefixed to the Twca
twonary . . F. Bartolozsl,  Ba.tologsi, 1785
Ditto  for shnrpe'n
Johmnu\ana . Do. G. Murray. 1890
A wwnd-cut, on the title-yuee of Sharpe’s edition of this work,
in 1 ol Do, Thomp-on. 1830
A small oval, pr‘nﬂle
toright - N. Gardiner. N, Gardi 1786

Bvo profile, to m,rht P. S Lambourn. P.S.Lambuurn, 1791]
Profile, to left, pre.
fized (o Johnsoniuna Unknown, J. Taylor. 1756

Fur *‘ Lavater’. Essays on Physiog v,” in which Joh '3
counteuance is analysed upon the principles of that fanciful
writer.

1148, TA view of Tunbridge Weils, in which Dr. and Mrs, Johnson
are introduced ; the figures very small.  Sec Vol L p.218,
Loggan. 1808
A whole.length, in & cocked hat, rufiles on the bands, holding
astick behind his back. Not known,
There is a wholedength figure in Cambridge’s-works, 4to.,
drawn and engraved by Besland,] It forms the frontispiece to
Val, L of this Editioll,

. ¢ mmnv NOLLEKENS . «
m.: WMMMW cut in inastle, The artist has Ve

:‘.~ :’m mmmmmmnmmumun«wq
-bal¢ whivh-haoge down the neck, copied frum' 8. bogyas, whe
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ver's _ Date of

Drawn by. ame,  Engraving.

was called from the street to serve as s model. (Sce Smth's Life
*of Nollekena) See Lettora 305. & 518, Vol VII.

A drawing by Ab, Wivell, W. T. Fry. 1815)

STATUE BY BACON.

In St. Paul's; the frst monument ever placed in that building.
Repeatedly engraved.

There are also several seals with his head cut on them, partl.

cuiarly a very fine one by that eminent artist, Edward Burch,

Esq, R, A.; in thep ion ot the younger Dr, Charles Burney.

({Copied and engraved

by - - < Richter Rachter. 1791]
Let me add, aa & proof of the populanity of his character, that there are
copper pieces atruck at Birmmngham, with hws head impressed on them,
which pass current as balfpence there, and 1n the neighbouring parts of the
oountry.

CTh t Nect: ngraved portraits of Dr. Johnson are
umhthemmowauPowck,En ‘Mr. Upcott, and Mr Murray

of Albemarie Street. The latter was made by the late Jahn Thomas
Smth, of the Brituh Museum, - J. Musasy, Jun, 1835
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A.

Anencrovpie, James, of Phila-
delpina, his commumecations con
ceuung Johnsou, m 242 280 i

Abherdeen, v 83

Abcrdeen butter, due! fought for the
honour of, v 83 &

Abcrdeen, William Gordon, second
Ekarlof, v 16

Anrdomans, 1v 96,

Abernethy, Ruv John, on the effect
of prayer, iv. 66 Account of, 1v
bhn

A" ngdon, Willoughby Bertie, fourth
harl of, bon mot of, vu 338 %

Abington, Mrs , actress, v 258 262
265 2u3 524

Abjuration, aath of, v 259

Absenteelsm, vi 80 821

Absolute princes, v 817

Abstemiousnesss, v 118 , i1 258 310 :
i 80 213 av 226 291, v. 8
27 ; vl 64 "142., viL 1463 ix

325

Absurdities, use of delineating, vil,
Sod

Abuse, personal, f1l. 54. ; v 946, 376 ,
Ix 65, 66.

Abvasinia, Lobo's voysge to, L 90 ,

v 189,
Ab Prince of See Rasselas

Acaderala della Crueea send Johnson
thet Voathulary, if 51
Acosnt, Moh.m overcome by per-

soverance, 1
Accounts, keping, vils 167,

Achilles, shaold of, vu 380
Aair and G \latea, vit 72

Py
ane
€, 8

A
and vatious, vi 188 , vui 20

Acquantances, 1. 53 , v 106,

Acting, vii 2.8

Aching, tragic, Johnson’s contempt
ofy v 27

Action in public speaking, nt 240

Active sports 1n young people, not to
be reckoned idicness, 1 44

Activity ot body, Juhnson's, 1x 2

Activity of mind, Johnson s, vir 195
198 n

Actor, quahties of a great, 1x 272 n

Actors, 1 192,193 251 , n 177 y m
Q. 277, w 27 39 132, w1 U
39 ,wn 99, wul 29a., ix 12,

Actors, Johnson's prejudice agamst,
and contemptuous severty towards,
i 192 231 , vil %56

Adams, Rev Dr William, master of
Pembroke College, Oxford, 1 58
75 80 146 205 €15 247 , & 11,12
S4.278 3 v 104 218 ,v1 72 , it
802 332 Some account of, win
882 n. His account of the first re.
presentation of ¢ {rene,' 1 £27 Hs
Answer to Hume's Esiay on M-
acles, vi 79

Adams, Mlss, afterwards Mrs. Hyett,
wili 204,

Adams, George, dedication to the
king of his* Treatsse on the Globes,’
T a9

Adduson, Joveph, 1 257,988 816 , u
205, 998., tu, 300, iv 37 81, v
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42 WO vl 166 204, Vi 60 128
$79, wih 92 50 67 3% , ix 72
Hhs “ Notanda,’ 1 238 Il ‘Re
marks on ftaly,’ v 240 Shdn  His
style compared with Johnson's, 1
So4. Hus conduct towards Steela,
wui 22 67 Johnson ¢ opimon of, L
86584 n 28 2J6 , vii 148 John.
#0n & Late of, vin 22

Address of the Painters to George
31t on his accesuwon, written by
Johnson, n 118

Adey, Mrs, in 52 64 , vn 241 270

Adey, Miss Mary,§ 33, v1 101 ,vit 298

Admration, v JUb

* Adventurer,’ Dr John Hawkes
worth's, 1 241 217 00, W1 303
805 , bt 70 The papers marked I
wntten by Johnson, 1 30
Advcntures of 8 buinea, by whom
written, v 307 A

¢ Adversaria,’ specimen of Johnson's,
1238

Adversanes, not to be treated with
respect, 1v £0

Advertisemcut, Jobnson’s, i the
Gontlewan s Miganine, 1 103 1In
the Umversal Chromele, u 108 Tn
the kuinburgh newspapers, v 166

Adultery, nL &

« Egn Fphemens,’ Johnson's, vin 388

¢ Aneid,’ story of the, vin 213

¢ Xachylus,’ Potter's translation of,
i 91

Affectation, v 37¢ , 1x 185

Affectabson wn wnting, 1w 960

Affectation of Qumbianty with the
great, v 39

AfReotion, natural, m 105 , wii, 265 ,
vili 204

Agnr, Welbcae Elbg, vi 232, 5.

Ao, old, vu 10 8« 83 n, 109 908
869, vl 171 275, x 91 212

Agh,’ Home's tragedy of, 1v 814,
Aglaazs) o play of, vi 170
sgutter, Bev William, vil 287 »

A4 Sermpn ot Jobnaon's death,
wiil

@1
Atkin, Letitia, afterwards Mrs Bar.
bauld, vi 28 vl 316, 1x 4,

INDEX.

Alr bath, Lord Manboddo®s, vi 940k
Akenside, Dr un 1%, m 195, n
117, 117 ». 150
Akerman, Mr, keeper of Wewgste,
anecdotes of, v 549, 30, %31
Alberti, T eandro, ns tlassical descrp
tion of Italy, v 42 29,289n
Albhymy, v 26
Aluimades, vis, 103, 103 »
Alabuades, his dog, vit 59, 59n
Alfred, Johnson's wish to write the
Lite of, i 20,
Alfred, his Wb}, vui 116 1168
A gebira, the study of, rec rmmended,
ix &
¢ Aliay," Johneon s exemphication of
the word, iz 212
Allin kdmund, printer, i ®n, 20 ,
ve,na, v lid 162, wil
69 292 374 Johusous lter o,
vin 299
Allen, Ralph, v 79,
¢ Alley Croker,' vh 84, 840
¢ All for Love,’ Drydens preface to,
quoled, vin 9] n,
Alnwick Castle, vii 109
Althorp, Lord, afterwards Farl Spen.
cer, v 21 See Spuncer
¢ ?mtsloia,' Fcidwng's, vi 163, 163 n,,
X
Awmbition, vi 158
Ameria and the Americans, v 924
206 248 3 va 91 25 139 8384,
vui %5 176, 284 ; ix 11 %0
Amusements, country, 1x 198
Amusements, & man kpown by bis,
wn 319
Amyat, Dr, il 946
! Any,' the French, v 42
Anmumn. Baxter's, v 124 , vifi 151

¢ Anacreon,’ Fawkes's tramslation ef,
ix 16 -

Ansin, teinple of, v 232 485

oy of Mgy Bomer's
L 195, 1550 5 VL0,

Anoustry, Ui, 179,
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* Aucient Ballads,’ Dir. Percy’s, ix.
193, 241,
Ancreat imes, folly of pnning, at the
npame of modern. viii, 212,
, at Glasgow, v.

14 117, vi 233,

Anderson, Dr  Robert, his ¢ Life of
Johweon,* i, 43 111.

Aunderson, Mr., his * Sketches of the
Native Insh,’ vi. 943,

Andrew's, St., iv. 57, 60,

Aunecdotus, Jolinson's love of, iv. 81,

Aufractuosities of the buman mind,
vii, 538,

Angel, Jobn, his * Stenography,’ iii.
05

Anne, Queen, Johnson touched by,
for the evil, i. 38. 819,

Anne, Queen, wits of her reign, vil,
15 n.

Anmhilation, vi 203,; vii, 140,

si9

Arches, comparative strength of e
micircular and elliptical, ii. 136,

Architeeture, ornamental, vi, 68,

Areskine, Sir John, . 21,

Arguing, Johnson's mode of, and
fondness for, vi. 190, 141 ; viil. 88
@1l 317, X

Argument, Johnson's, on Schoolmas.
ters and ther duty, iil 229 811,
On Vicious Intremission, i, 233,
318, In defeace of lay
i, 286! 819. AgmutDr. Memis's
complamt, that he was styled ‘doc-
tor of medicine,’ iustead of © physis
vian,’v. 30, 334, In fypour of the
corporation pf Stichog,'v, 522, On
entails, vi. 38. On the liberty of
the pulpit, vi. 18l. 334. On the
registration of deeds, viil. 47. In
favour of a nagro claiming his i~
berty, vii. 20,21, Agmnst aproses

* Aimus ®quus,’ the; not inheritable, | cution by the procurators of Edin-
v. 199, . burgh againat tbe publisher of a

Anouymous wmlnal. vii, 248, libel, vaw. 1iD.

Auson, Lord, vii, 945, Job A and v, viil, 281

gram on his Temple of the Wlndo,
vt 245m.; 1x. 96

¢ Authologia,’ viil, 389,

Antiquarian Reeparc'ies, vit. 189,

Apelles, the Venus of, viii. 81, 81 a,

* Apology,’ Cibber’s, vi. {93,

¢ Apology for the Quakets,’ Barclay's,
vi, 8%

Apolo‘y, Johnson’s readinesy to make

Appmm., i, 106, 180. 318, ; 11, 175.
19¢, 913. 20, 20 n. 3 il 60. 7L 5
ix. 5. 6.

Appeti&e,rldmouilnqtmtd.lx.‘

Apphu, Cleero’s ohmot. W
10 Johasen, vili, 380,

:m-ll , vil, 379, m o '
pril * day, vi. -,

Arie ey 5 . 35

Artw.mt, i Jow, -
Arcaila,, Biduey's, vE 908, 806 %,

' "Amﬂﬂ in,
m-.umm.n_ - 1

Argyle, Archibald, mirll Dukc of, v.
41, 86.

Argyle, John, fith Duke of, v. 95.
Johnwson’s visit to, v. 102, John.
son’s Jetter to, v. 1U8.  Hus letter to
Johnson, v. 108.

Argyle, Ehpbeth Gunaing, Duchess
of, v, 93, 04 n.

Arfoato, vii. 335

Aristotle, saying of, vii. 361, His
¢ Poetics, vi. 158, 1580, .

Arithmatic,, Johmm'suumto, when
his faney was ix, 27,

Arkwright, Sir Richard, ix. 148

Aymidalo, iv. 159, 307.

Aviorial buarings, iii, 215

A::, pliing &f, why insisted on, vii,

A.rmmng Dr..!ohn.il.ll!.; vi. 258
Army,oﬂmﬁ‘ﬂw,v;,;x .
bis, ¢ Obsere.
‘abiout o Tamity, vi. 319 |

* Art of Living in lnndon.'i.lls 'w
“lart of Duinking, ix. 259, .
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Artificial ruins, v. 214n,
¢ Art's corrective,’ v. €7,
Articles, subscription to the thirty.
Mu. 1. {10, 171. 17‘1;. iv. 61,
Roger, s Life of,
il 954, ; ix. 87.

Asaph, St.,Bishopof. Ses Shipley.

¥ Ascanius,’ iv. 203 n., 205 =., 421 &

Ash, Dr. John, founder of the Eume-
Hian elub, viii. 393 n.

Ashbourne, vi, 825.; vii. €7,

Ashburton, Lord. See Dunning.

Assertion, vii. 281.

Aussize, maiden one, vil. 96.

Associationsof ideas, vii. 136

Astle, Thomas, keeper of the records
in the Tower, i. 177. Johneon's
letter to, viii. 2116, His aotes on
Alfred's will, viii, 116 n.

Astle, Rev, Mr., Jalimson’s advice to,
as to his studies, vili 315.

Aston, Sir Thamas, i. 83,852

Aston, Mary, afterwards Mrs, Brodie,
1.85.; vil 200, 200 &, 208.; vili. 27,
7 ; ix. 56. Johnson'’s epigram
‘addressed to her, i, 1564.; vh. 200,
900 m. ¢ ix, 56

Aston, Elizsbeth, i. 85.; il 32.196. ;
v. 330.; vi. 100, 105.; vi. 97.,
vil 31. Johnson's lettors to, iii. 32,
67,3 vi. 233, €35. £71. 3 vil, 31. 237
241. 269. 500. 302,

Ashey, Philip, vii, 293, 293 ».

¢ As You Like It,’ the clown's answer
“in, ix. 58.

Atheism, ix.

¢ Athol parﬂd.e.' viil 5.

4 Atlas,’ the rece-horse, v. 195,

Atonement, the great article of Chris-
- tianity, iv. 89, 80m.; ¥il, G, 6m;
, vill, 1035 ix. 517, 498, 498 n,

v,#.; i, 15. Iltnﬁ.’
m-.n,w.

INDEX.

Aub;;;e& eatate, v, 126, 197 . ; vi.

Auchinjeck, Lord, Boswell's father,
v, 122 194; vi. 200 %. Some ac-
count of, v, 130, 131 s. Dengnates
Johnson * Ursa Major,’ v. 132.

Auchnasheal, iv. 150.

Author, rarely hurt by his critics, vii.
SI8.

* Author, the Young,' a poem by
Johnson, i. 52.

Author, Virgil's description of the
entrance into hell applied to, v.
43,

Authority, parental, ix, 7.

Authors, i. 804.; i, 54, 276.; iv, 56,
305, 806. ; v. 988. ; vi. 16, 87, 5 vip,
54, 172 1R9, 190. 244, 246.; wiii, 160,
32L.; ix. 45, 118. 13 Attacks on
them useful, iv. 306. The casuistry
which passes on the world the pre-
duction of one for that of snother
condemned, L 304

B.

Bich y Graig, v. 00, 200 2,

Dacon, Francis, Lord Vepulam, iv.
53,3 vii 12, Mallet's Life’ of,
vil 12 His *History af Henry
VI iv, 234, His procept for con
versation, vili, 251, His * Eesays,’
ix, 260,

Badcock, Rev. Samuel, vili, 11, #11 x.

Badenoch, Lord of, v, 117,137 ..-.

Bad habits, viii, 178,

Bad managembent, vil, 168, ’

Bagshaw, Rev. Thomas, 30¢, 32's
Jolinsaw's Jetter to, viil 356,

Ragpipes, v. 47,

Baillie, Dr. Masthew, his recommend.
ation of carl-playing, v 157w
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Ballow, Thomas, vi, 139, 130 m.
Baluc, Johnsoh's proposed voage to,
v 269, 29 n
Bankes, Mz, of Dorsetyhire, L 161.
Banks, Sir Joseph, 1 108 174, 178 n
173, v 74, il 230 35 John-
son’s mutto for hua goat, inn 168,
Baptian v\ %,
Barbauid, Mr,, v1, 23. ; vhu 291,991 n.
Barbsuld, Letius.  Ses Arin,
Barber, Francls, Johuson’s negro ser.
vant, 1 276 281 w8, 287 , i 111,
fin 150 56 18 170, v 3 »,
via 234, vul J76 406, 405, ; 1x.
10, 164,
Darclay, hss * Slsp of Fooles,’ 11, 25,
Barclay, Mr, the young author, his
s of Joh ' Shaksp
sgamnat Kenrick, i o00. , v, J05
Barclay, Robert, of Ury, his * Apo.
logy fur the Quakers,” vi, 38,
Barciay, Robert, one of Mr Ihrales
suscessorn, viik Yu, 9G 1., x 122,
Baretty, Joreph, 1. 6. 28 55, 55 » 6.
128 198 150 ; isi 48 5D 95 98, 98n.,
Mnm 127, 241, v 992 8.1 ; vl 94,
e 0. 191 193 169, 16D », 2 ,
v} 303 316 ST ; 1x 158, Johneon’s
letters w0, il 198, 198, 1,0. Histnal
for murder, hiL 98, W 90n  Ele

b33

170 27 60 Jdohn on's letter of in.
structwons to, v the formation of
the Lug's hbravf® il 6

Butues, Bev Jushua, v 121 , v, 366,

Banwaill, Niwchnolas, Loni inmles-
town, vit, 55, 56 »

Baron Hall, the seat of * ord Bulkeley,
v 108n

Barretier, Joba Phuip, Johuson's Life
of, . 1o# 167,

Bartington, Hon Dames, 1f % ;
vil 166 ; vii 90 250. #oa*Eeay
on thy Emigration ot Birds,” s 259,
Hus * Obwervations on the Matutes,'
wi lva

Barrow, Dr 1saae, his serman
fonluh talking snd jeating, vin 83w

Barrowby, Dr , anecdots of, vid $94

Barry, Sur Edward, s fotion that
pulsabion cosimons desth by st
tnon, vi, 188,

Barry, hprangor, the attor, i, 207 n.

Barry, James, the painter, viil 102
218, 218 n , x. 260,  Johnson's let.
ter to, vill 198

Barter, Mr,, lin 198

* Bas Bleu,” Hannah More's poem of,
viil, 86.; 1x. 193 x. 118

Bashfulness, vin Slb.

¢ Bastard,” Savage's poem of the, 1.
191

Bat, formation of the, vih 2082

Bateman, Edmund, of Pembroke Col-
Jego, his Lectures, L 78

Bath, Johnson's vt to, v 164,

Bathg, Johnson's opinion of medi.
cated, ifl. 104,

Bathoaston vase, Horsce Walpole's
plestant avoouat of, v, 777

Bathunt, Allen, fisst Earl, vil 08,
K77, 278, 3 %65 w3 nikl. 20,5 1%, 11

Bathurat, Captain, i. 285

Bethurst, Tr. Righerd, i §1¢ 219
78, 988, 300, 305 ; i, 158 3 in

. 298, 953 ; i, 375, 360,

s first edition
of, v, 15, 218 »,
¢ Battie of the Pigmies and Crafes,'

4K, 148
* Buudl Eplstolm,’ v, §0S.
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Baxter, Richard, m.ms, iv. 90. ; viil.
1759195 ix 441, 391

Baxter, Richard, viil. 292. ix. 141
321, Bit'nmomnﬂhe Christian
Religlon® recommended by John.
‘son, vill £32,

Baxter, William, his ¢ Anagreon,’ v.
124, ; viii, 152. 260.

¢ Bayes," character of, iii. 200, 200w,

* Bayle, M., his Inctionary, i, 208.; v.
12

Bears, v. 291.
Bnmmt, fichard, Johnson’s letter

v, respecting Levett, x. 258,
Bemm, Cnrdiml, hll murder, 1. 60,

Bume, Dr. Jnnu. i.w»:.; i, 163,
165, 169: 173, 173n. 232, 235. 80¢.
310. ; v. 105, 828, ; va. 205.5 vii 836.;
vilL 79. 352. His letter to Boswell,
fil. 173. Jahnson's letter to, vil.
396 His * Essny on Truth,' ix. 64
‘His ¢ Hermit, viii 117,

Beauclerk, Topham, i. 102, 208, 297 ;
il 129, Q14 271, 283, il 17, 972
iv.76. 119, ; v. 34, 65, 295, 932, 287,
308.; vi. 95.120. 135.; vii. 121, 216,
258, 265, 310, 310 n. 324 357, 858.
74, ; viil. 50, 82 170. 3 ix. 66. 69.

Beuuclerk, Lady Diana, iii. 384 987,
287 n.; viii. 74

Beauclerk, Lady Bydncr, v. €3.

' Beatnaris Castle, v. 208,

Beanmont, Sir George, LlSs.; it
16n. ; ix. 26L

lnumnnt and Fletcher, v. 275,

* Beauties of Johnum' 1 290.5 viil
183, 135,

Beoauty, m. 197.; viil, 112

Beckasihan, viii. 316 .

_ Thomas, bookseller, v, 227.

Alderman, vil, 21,
DﬂMJﬁhm fourth Duke ¢, vifl.
3;, . . .,

m.w,s..am.m

Opery,’ . &
"l su.mus 3.5 vl 73, |

INDEX.

Behaviour,1x. 7.

Bemnen, Jacob, #ii, 187, 187 n,

Bet), Joh, of Antermony, s * Tra,
vele in Bnln‘:,'ili. 46, 0 N,

Bell, J of Hettfordshire, il 163,

Bell. Jolm, his edition of the * British
Pocts,’ vi. 241

Bellamy, George Anne, actress, il. 82.
vii), 250,

¢ Bellerophon * of Euripides, il. 25,

Belsham, Mr., his * ssay on Dra.
matic Poetry ' quoten, vi, 161,

Benedictine monks, vi. 17.5 vill 201,
ix, 36.

Ben an excuse for drinking,
vii, 181. 187,

*Benevolence, Johnson's, vi. 256, ; 1x.
81, 41. 160. 178. 20,

Benevolence, human, vt 148

Benserade, M. de, * A son lit, ix. 25,

Bensley, Mr., antor, iii. 35.

B Mr., his
to Milton, i, 268,

Benthrn, Dr., canon of Christchurch,
vi. 75.

Baontley, Dr. Richard, ill, 54,5 v, 191
3067.5 v. 50.; vi. 74, vil 370.; vin,
213. The only Engluh veriey writ.
ten by him, vii. 370.

Berenger, Richard, m.a& vii. 1003 H
viil. 66, 67.

Bewuford, Mrs, and Miss, viik 283

Bothkeldy, Dr. Geprge, Bishop o.
Cloyue, if. 269 ; 11i. 148. Histheory,
vi. 307, 307 A 3 vil. 578 .

Borwick.Dukeol. his* M’ﬁ‘.

Mun.nav Mr., br. amm
Befterton, Mr., actor, i, 830,
Bettesworth, 2, Uis w

Bevcnct. Johmn'n Wu. rl-
xarn,lev Mr.. hum#lim-
the post, vith. .
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hed renmmdntinn to rrnd, ix, His letter on a passage i Johnson's
179, . ¢ Jouraey,’ iv. 313.

* Biblieth Hatleiane,' Joh s | Blach y Sir Richard, {ii, 117,; 1k
account of, i 175. 142. Johneun's Lafe of, viL <57

‘Bi'*llathecn Literaria,' v. mmn
* Bibliotheque,” Johuson’s sch

viii, 25,

opening s, L Si.

Bickerstad, Isaac, iii. Rim.

Bicknell, Mr., i, 7.

Bidder, George, the calculating boy,
. (5.,

Bigamy, iv. 230,

Eindley, James, b 180, 196 .. ; vii.
176 o ; viln 171w, 212,

Bwmning, ~ Charles, Lord, i, 225,
83 . vil 186,

Riographer, duties of a, vi 204 ; ix,
138,

f Bugraphia Britannica,” vi 517, 518
n., vili, 22,

Biography, ith. 198, ; iv, 78.; vi. 76.
193, 204 5 vil. 113, 113 a5 V1ii. 23,5
ix. 188 5 x. 119,

Blography, literary, ofEnglnml, John.
son vecommended by George L
to undertake, i, 26,

Birch, Rev. Dr, Thomss, i, 152. 173
21¢.; iv. 81 Johnzon's Greek epis
gram to, 1,155, Lettera from John~
8o to, 1. 184 267.; it 36, His letter
t Johneon, on reegiving his Dio-
tionary, ii. 36.

Birds, migration of, iii. 289,

Birkenhuoad, #ir John, iv, 58 &

Rirmingham, vi. 84. ; vil 51,

Biran, Marshal Duc de, vi. 16 8.

Births, extraordinary, 1. 816

. Bishap,’ a beversge so called, 1. 200,

mnhopa, in the House of. Lords, iii.

* Requisites in, iv. 79. Great
émnqulna from, vm 49, 64

- Blnek’Dog,’ vik: 501, 301 . 7 %, 966
mnr;‘n\.m of their belug e,

Baeklonk, . Dy, Mu. the Blind
" o, 1L QLR S56m. ; "'”o‘*-

Blacketone, Sir William, his ‘ Cora.
mentaries,’ v. 55 a5 vil, 195 .

Blackwall, Anthony, L. 87.

Blagden, Dr,, afterwards Sir Charles
vi. 19, ; vii. J77, STT =

Blainville, M., his * Travels,” v. 48,

Liair, Rev. D Hugh, . 196, 168, ;
iv. 3% .5 v 149, M9, 150. 182,
182 n. 146, 220.; vl 171, 2, 9,
M * Serinons,’ vi, 228, 252, 309, 4
v 3o, 147, 197 m.; vili 75 His
inntation ot Johnson's style, vi.315.
His letter concerning Pope's * Exsay
on Mua,’ vii, 984

Blair, Rev. Robert, his poem of * The
Grave,’ vi. 167, 167 .

Blake, Admiral, Johnson's Life **
L36%

Blanaey, Elizabeth, i. 52, ; viil. 78,

Blauk verse, Johnson's dislike of, 1.
212, ; §ii. 199 ; vik. 867,  Excellence
of rhyme over, viit. 11,

Bl .l s htmry Lt s
45,

Bleeding, Johneon's objection to pe-
riadical, vi. 29%.

Blenheim, v. §3, 214. ; vi. 81,

Blind, notion that they can distin.
guish solours bythe tmu;h, ni. WA,

* Blockhead,’ Joh ¢
theward, L, 907, 3 vL 1.

Blue-stocking clubs, origin of, viii.
86,

Boarding-schools, ix. 52

Bocage, Madame du, 1. 3. 92,22 w.
Her ¥ Columblade,’ vill. 353,

Boerhaave, Johnson's Life of, 1. 154,

Boece, Hactor, ehe historian, viil.
240,

Boethius, 'dlml’hﬂm
- phim,* |, 158.5 ill. 152,
Bwem.i.m 150 m.; wil, 208, ix.

mm.mm.amsum,nm

y in, iv.
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Viscount, i 15 85.; wii 20. His
share in Pope’s ¢ Lssay ou Man,’
L 283 m., 284, 285.

Bolingbroke, Frederick, secund Vie
count, ix. 43.
% Court, vi1. 1133 x. 57,

3 the * phic Doctor,*
. 502.
Boues, uses to which they are ap.
phed, v, 194,

Bon.mots, vii. 174.

Bouk, une always to be carried in the
pocket, 1x. 16,

Bk collecting, viil. 277,

Book, the only onc Johnson ever read
through, x.

Books, iil. 272.; v. 311.; virl 213,
. ix 97, 102

Books, practice of talking from, v.
196

INDEX.,

cal details, il. 2. Hus introduction
to Johnson, i. 163 Htary told by
Jobunon of his enrly years, v %16 w,
Hes * Acrount of Corsmca,’ ut 35
69, 69 »., 70. Elected a member of
the Laterary Club, un 279 984,
His dress at the julnles, JiL. 68.
Hu strange propevaty for witness.
g executions, bin 94, 94 n.; i
329, ¥9m,; nilk. 334, 331 n. His
ancestry, iv. 15, v. 107, vi. b
ks character drawn by himuelf, iv
46. Johuson's character of hiw, 1v.
4, v, 172 831 334 Hwacioum
of the cecape of the young Pre-
tender, iv 240, Ilis snnouncemenn
of the ‘ Liteof Juhnaon’ during the
Doctor's ifetime, v, 45 His letter
to the Laiwrd of Rasay, on a pasiage
m Johnson's *Journey,’ v, 167.
YLord S il% character of him, v

adv ges of small p
ones, ix. 1¢8. 436,

Books, how to read, viii. 311.

Booksellers, iberality of several emni-
nent ones, 1. 39. 67. Johmson's
charsoter of, i, 57.; vi. 60, s
ywmdiwation of, from the charge of
making exorbitant profits, vi, 50.

Book-trade, v1. 50.

Boothby, Mise Hull, & 85, ; iil, 255 ;

. V. 260, 209 m. 5 viik 28, 28m.; ix.

Borough-English, v, 55, 55

boscawen, Adnural, vii. 186,

Boscawen, Hon, Mrs., vil 186 922,
-1

.

Buosoovich, Pere, jil. 140.; vi. 26,

Bowuuet, Bishop of Meaux, v. 43,

Bosville, Godfrey, vi. 292, 543.

Bosville, Mrs., tiy. 202,

BowwsiL, Jangs, the author of this
work, ~aficted with hypochon.
dria, §. 665 vi. 46, 47, ; viil, 885,
‘Writes the * Hypochoudriac,' a se.
ries of ensays, in London Magaxine,
1.66 »,; vill, 168 His nationality,
L 72 Mr. Courtenay’s verses on,
i 888 v 175 Contributed to
create a public taste for biagraphi-

Boswell, Jumey, the

Boswell, Eljasboth,
mother, vi. 201 o,
Boswell, Verouics, the author

176.  Johnson’s character of his
‘Tour to the Hebndea' v. 331,
His attempt to inutate the style of
Warburton, vii 1569, His short
quarrel with Johnson, vii 194,
145n. His * Lettor to the Penple
of Scotland,' viii. 254. 206, 256 m.
Character of, x, 141. 143. Meholr
of, x. 204,

Boswell, Mra., the author’s wife, Ll
160, 160 . ; v. 178, 174 m.; vl 46
48. 211. 983, 965, 5 vi, 301, ; vii, 942,
340, ; vine 14l 148 900,

Boswell, Thomas David, the faunder
of the author's mmily, v 197, ; vi.

35,
Boswell, David, ¢the author's brother,
vi. 897 m,; vil 934, 3348, 348,
Boswell, Alrxasder, sferwards Sir
Alexapder, the suthor's eldest son,
Sii, 217.; v. 398, 338 .

suthor's thin.
mlﬂ.x Ui, 1405 ol 1Bng, Ve

the, authorts step
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daughter, v, lo, 15a.; vi. 265,
265 #,

Boewell, Dr., the author's uncle, iv.
1.3 v. 1465 vi 12

¢ Botuown,' vilt 76

Bouchier, Governor, vili. 63,

Boufflers, Madame de, ili. 134.; vi.

25,95 %,
B:ammm, his ¢ First Truths,’ 1.

Bouheurs, Dominlque, 1l 91,
Toulter, Dr. Hugh, i1 74, 74 =
Boulton, Matthew, v. 215 § v1 91,
Bourdaloue, Pére, If. 220 ; in 4
Bourdonne, Madame de, in. 285 %,
Douu-amh, v, 278,
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Britain, liitle known of the ancient
state of, vil. 189,

Bntish parlisment, alleged corruption
of, vil. 26,

‘ Britwh Poets,’ Bell's edition of, v

U1

* Buttish Princes,’ quoted, iii 117 .

‘ British  Essayists,’ Chalmers's,
249 n,

¢ Britich Synonymy,'Mrs. Pioszai's, vin
414,

Brocklesby, Dr. Richard, vi. )72 ;
v 164, 328 996 5 ix. 1775 x. ¥68,

Brodhurst, Mr., Johnson's play te}
low, vin €12

Brodie, Alexander, ii. 428 n.

Bowyer, William, printer, viil. 374,
SHn.

Box.clubs, v. 381

Boxing, Johnson's skill in, iv. 28,

248 n,
Boyd, Hon. Charles, iv. 84 s, 99, 100,
Boydell, Alderman, v. 226 ».
Royle, the noble family of, iv, 250,
Royle, Hon, Robert, i, 67.
Boys at school, 1. 236,
Boyse, Sunud, poot, v. 183, 183n.;
il 0. ; ix.
Indlhﬂ'h,l.!!liu
Wm , John, regicide, vill 230,

n
Pradabaw, William, vili, 189 .
‘lllpnn.m ¥ Jephsoit's tragedy of, Ul
o
BroaMesod, Mr., his academy for the
doaf end dumb, v, 152, 162 a,
Dantel, vitl,

it 277,
e
L
Bnug."ﬁl!: viL. 54,
§ Vil
Bravery, il 160.; vidl, S04,
mmu.; ik 176,

Brooke, Henry, author of ¢ Gustavus
Vasa,’ I, 156, 1565,

Brooke, Francis, uii. 34n

Brooke, Mrs , author of ¢ Emily Mon.
tague,’ it 209, 209 n.

Drooks, or nvulets, vii, 83,

B:o:me, ‘William, poet, vii. 5243 vui
1

Brother and Sieter, relation of, ti %1.

Lrown, T'om, Johoson's instructor 1n
English, §. 39.  Dedicates his spelle
ing.book * to the Universe,’ 1. 34,

Brown, Hev. Rubert, 1. 311, 3 vit, 131,

Brown, ¢ Capabitity,’ va 272

Browne, Dr, John, his * Fstimate of
the Manucers of the Times,* i, 146,
146n.

Browne, Sir Thomas, Johnson's Life
of, L 9M, 961n.; il 62 86 His
styte, how fiyr \mitated by Johnaon,
L.261n. Tl saying of devils, vu.

131,
Browne, Sir William, tae physician,
ix. 16, 10n,

Liberty [Srowne, Isaac Hawking, iv. 166.; v.

9814 viil. 270, ix. 62, His poem,
¢De Animi Immortalitate,’ iv. 166
Biute, Rabert, v. 398,
Broce, James, the Abysminim trs.

veller, v. 874 ; x. 146,
W Horace's joumey Yo,

vi.290, | Brutes, iti ¢4 290 ; vi 174,

Bryant, Jacob, vili, S89m.

v 3
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Brydoue, Patrick, his ¢ Tour through
Sicily,’ vi. 104, 5 vii. 220,

Ruchitn, *David Stewnit Erskine,
cleventh Earl of, ancedote of, iil
211,211 m.

Buchan's Buller, iv. 101, 102 n,

Buchanan, Gearge, i 48,; iil. 97.;
iv, £3.; viii. 176, ; ix. 134,

¢ Buck,’ term nearly synonymous with
¢ dandy,’ iv. 204

Buckingham, Duke of, his ‘Re-
hearsal,’® vili. 302, 3 1%, 18

Buckles, shoe, iv. 9.

Budgell, Eustace, 271, 2714
vi. 166.

Budworth, Rev. Mr., i. 87 . 10 n,

Buffon Count de, i 2477 ; vi
209 1,

Bull, Irish, by Johneon, viu. 324

Bulb«ogs, vii. 7,

Buller of Buchaa, iv. 101, 102%.

Runyan’s ¢ Pilgrim's Progress,’ iii,
282.; ix. 102

Burgess-ticket, Johuson's, at Aber.
deen, iv. 81

Burgoyne, ticueral, sureender of his
army at Saxatoga, vii. 219,

Burgoyne, Lady Frauces, her saying,
ix, §9, 99,

Burke, Right Hon. Edmund, anec.!

iv. 805

dotes of, and remarks upon, 1, 92.; !

i 103 191 299, 939 m. 263, 264 n.
@®0,; il 91 MG 180w 218, 264,
209, 804,; iv. 4», 83 98m, 75.78n,
(111, 285, 901 ; v, 216,202, 202 m.; Vi
65 80. 165, 182 208. Y1 £74. 309.;

vil, 59n 71, 96, 192, 173. 248, 950.
889, 373, S74.; vill %2n. 57. 162
217. 304, 826. 408 ; ix, 11. 83 145,

INDEX,

deicribed by Johngon, vit. 884 ; viit.
156, ¢73. His playful sally on
Doan Marlay, -vill. 46,

Burke, Richard, e¢q. (Edmund's bro-
ther), ix. £38, 238 n.

Burke, Richard, ¢3q. {Edmund’s son*
viil. 213. 378.; x, 26n,

Bunal service, v, 207,

Burlamaqui, vi. 57.

Burtoan, Peter, Juhnson's Life of,
175.

Burnaby, Edward, 1i. 98¢ &

Bumet, Bishop, bis * Own Times,* Ha
250, v. 10, ; vii. 10,

Burnet, James, il 172. Su2 Monbodde

Burney, Dr. Charles, i 73m.; 2290,
il 36, 37. 79. 84 170. 210, 225, 978,
278m.; vi. 9.5 vil. 920. 232, US3
937 m, 860w, ;- vHL 1165 ix. 43 €75
His comparison of the stylo of Ad.
dison and Johnsom, 1, 265, Johne
son’s praise of hiy ¢ Travels,® viii.
171.

Burney, Dr. Charlel, the younger, v.
390. x, 27.

Burney, Mre,, il mh.

Burney, Miss Fraacoes, afterwards
Madame I’Arblay, vil 34, 37
532.; vill. £17. 272, ; Ix. 76. 213,

Burmwu, Rev. Dr., hu ‘&cqy on

the Style of Johnson, "25611..
x. 284, '

Burtou, Robert, his * Anatomy of Me.
lancholy,” i. 58,; iil 135 ; vi."),
His great direction against mlm
choly, vil, 302, ix. 14,

Butcher, trade of, iv. 270,

Bute, Jobn, third Eadl of, ‘IL J4%
144 ; M. 6 298, m, 00.3 vi, 308,
199,  Johnson's letter
' ing hix pension, §i. 145,
Budler, Dr. Joseph, Blshop of.
bam, his ¢ Analogyy’ 0, 41

'nim

| Butler, Samuel, i, MIMN.H‘

242, ; vill. 99,

ns g




INDEX.

Dyng, Admiral, Johnson's defence of,
ii. 63, 69n. His epitaph, il.62.
Byron, Lord, Moore's Life of, quoted,
v. 263 m; v. 150. His wayward
a’tack on Lord Carlisle’s poems, vijl.
%5. His character of Johnson, x.
1

C.
Cabbages, vi. 15. 85,

Cadogan, Dr. William, his * Treatise
‘.w the Gout,’ iv. 290,

327
Canting, ix, $0. 4. 87.
Canus, Iulcblor. & Spauish Damini.
can, vi. 5.
Capel, Edward, prefave to his Sak.
spoare, vil. 85.
Cardan, Dr. Jerom, his mode of com.
posing his mind, vi 320 m.

Card—phylng. v. 1575 vi. 140, 41 m. ;

Cudrou Lord, aterwards Earl of
Buchan, ii.211, 211n,

Carcless, Mrs,, Johnson's first love,
vi. 92, 03.; Vil 130

Carel

, Y. o . Husband,' Cibber’s, v. %82

Jetle other intellectual power, vi. | Carelessness, vii. 368,

£5. Carleton, Captain, his ¢ Memoirs, *viii,
Caligula, his exclamation, vii. 124, | 33,336 n.

1% Carlisle, Frederick, fifth Easl of, vili.
Callimachus, merits of, vil. 851 91,91 m 22, 2424 Johnson's fa.
¢ Called,” phenomenon of hearing one- vourable opinion of his * Father's

welf, ix, 68, Revenge,” viii. 243, 242 ». Lord

C'lmbrldge. Richard Owen, v. 308,
8115 vil, 825 viii 185,
Cunlvridge University, m. 21 H ix. lo.

vuit to, il 283, 263 ». 3{0

Camden, Charles Pratt, firat Earl, v,
251, 5 wil. 160.

Cawrden's ¢ Ramaine,’ vil. 152, ; vill,
206.

Cawmeron, Dr, Archibaid, rigour exer.
uised in hia caze, 1. 163, 168 e,
Camerons, family of the, v. 25,
, Hon. Archibeld, il 254.;

Byron's wayward attack om his
poems, viii, 92 n.
Carmichael, Miss, vii. 50, 233, 239 n.
Carr, Rev, Mr., bis *Sermons,' iv.

18,

Cavstares® ¢ State Papers,’ iv. 246 n,

Carte, Thomas, his * Life of the Duke
of Ormond,’ v. 24,

Carter, Mr., v. 246, 246 n. 273, 278 .

Carter, Elizabeth, i 135, 136 n, 159,
153, 154, 154 n. 936, 236n. ; iil.On. ;
v 810, ; il 73, 272, 772 m, ; ix. 199,
Johuson's letter to, ii.58. Her cha.
racter of Johnson, x. 117,

Carteret, John, Lord, afterwards
Ear} Granwille, fil. 130 n.

Carthage, vifi, 185,

Carthusians, onder of, v, 64

Castades, v, 814, 214 ».

mm;mw

¢ ' of, the

‘but book mcnd.bmtliu. iv. 308,

Catheart,
¢ Qatholipen,’ vi. 17, 178 '

| Gato Mﬁlln'!.'li-l”vihu

196,144, 250,
L
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Cm,leme@ukauulnnudm
viil. §1.

Cator, vili 318, ; x. 273,

Gave, Edward, chasacter and anec.
dotes of, i, J12. 126, 170, 244, ; it 1.
58,5 i, 913 ; viil. 408, Johwson's
letters to, 95. 116. 152, '134, 135. 140.

151, 152 177. 180. 189. Latin verses | Ch

addressed to him by Jaboson, i, 125,
125m, His letter to Richardson ré.
spectiug the * Hambler," 1. 944 His
Lafe by Johnson, ii. 1.

Cawdor Castle, iv. 163, 123 .

Coil, Colonel, til, 221.

¢ Cecilia,* Miss Burney's, vill. 217.

Crrvantes, ix. 102

Certainties, small, the bane of men of

talents, v. 260,

Chalmers, George, 1. 169 ». 246 n.
Chalmers, Alexander, L 236, 940 n.
943 n. Hia * Leson in Blography,®
x. 182

Chambetlaine, Mrs. v. 265 ».
cr;;nbeﬂ-m ‘George, viii. 269,

© Jn ol P 'M
his Di y, L 258, Job
ghfmnddpﬁhnmmucf.

, Robert, afterwards Sir Ro-
bert, i, 92, 92 w3 fil. & 04, 905,
806.; sv. 6. 112.; v. 176, 182, 189,
vﬁ.m:n; viid, 40, 42.

Architecture,’ vili, 178, 178 w < Mo
rolie Epiatie® to, quoted iv. 07, vil
110, ; il 18, |
@MMMJMM&
strvant, ii. 98, 98 208, 103.; i

Alﬁmy‘i& L5 i ﬂﬁ.,

mum mm nnm«

m;mm’mzww ,

im%#*

‘vill, 380, .1

INDEX.

Character, irfiuence of, vii. 211,

Cbumn.m;nmweofﬂnn-
tion of, vit, 378

how Mntwuu .mniu
deaw, ¥l 246,

Characters, showing only the bright
side of, viil. 23,

3z, 10

s 4

exaggerated, vi. 80,

Charing Cross, v, 278, )

Charity, viii. 80 ; ix, 81. 41, 150, 253,

Charity, judicious distribution ef,‘ v
120.

Charlemont, James, first Earl of, m.
279 ; 1w, 112, 216, €16 », .

C)urlul §il, 251, ; v. 79, 317,

Chatles lI v, 983, 317, ; whi, 10,

| ChuluEdwnrd. Prince, iv.m !05 [ Y
Bee Pretender.

Chmuv celabration of his fxmw
ohlequiu dutiog his U time, v,

Chnrlu XH. of Sweden, 1, m.g
2 ; x 88
Charlton, Dr., x. 269:
Charms, be‘iel in, iv, 177, mﬂ.
Chastity, iii. 47,5 iv, 219,; ik, m

268 B,
Chatham, William, fivét z-nor, '
;133.263. w.zﬁt:ﬂlm;'ﬂ
Y.
Chatawerth, iit. Nin; v,‘lﬂ.;
29.; viti 380,




INDEX.

ractevised by Johnson,” il. 18, 14,
16 ;. ; v, 265, 962 980 a3 v, 176,
caem,m his * Buglish Malady,’
64,3 iv. 165, .. o admirable rulp of
+ onduct, iv. 165, His * Trentise on
Health,' vi. 165 -
Cheyuel, Francis, Jobmon’l Life of,
IV.GL 4
ll‘l

lf.i.iﬂ.m..nm iii. 108, ; iv.
100, 298, ; vi, 28. 147. m,%‘ﬂu.,vﬂ.
(280, 968. 3 ix. 5. 1164 149,
China, wall of, vii. 105,
Chinese language, vil. 198.
Choice of difficulties,’ iv. 157, 157 a.
Choisi, Abbé de, vii, 198, 192 n.
“Chaleric Man,’ Cumhetlmd’l.ld.
246, U6 n.
Chpimondeley; George Jamsl. viil,
M7, Win g ix. 92, B
, M, iv. 212, 9724

ik 96, 334 § x. 20,
Chulstian, Rev. Mr., iil. 42. -
Cliristisn Hero,’ Steele’s, v 79,
Chelatian charity, viii, 250
Christian morality, ix. 129. 256
Christian religion, evidences of, 1.
mmmmun.mm

Christian, disturbed in his faith, vili.

Chriatianity, ihe highest
. bumgnity, fli, 1L The Atonement
the great article of, iv. 88, 89n. 3 vii.
By Wil 108, 303, ; 1x.817.
mﬂm atmong, unim.

mumm;m7

529

Churton, Rev. Ralph, iil. 302#.; vih
7. x. 29L

Civber, Colley, L 166. 201 » 1. 3. 176, ¢,
it 94,5 iv. 89. 260n. 282.; i, 156
193, 998, 38Yw.; vii. 90.; vili. 238,

Cibber, Theophilus, his ¢ Lives of the
Poets,’ L 216.3 v1, 149, 140n. 531,

Cibber, Mrs,, iv, 152,

Cicero, bis defence of the study of the
law, }iL 37. His character of Ap-
pius, applied by M. Burke to Jobu.
son; vir, 380n.

Claus, arder of the eou&ub,v. 1idy
174 n.

Clare, Robert Nugent, Lord, it 158, ;
vil. 160

Clarendon, Edward Hyde, Earl of, fi.
49a. ; iii 80.; vii. 92, B15,

Clarendon, Henry, Earlof, v. 55.

Clarendon Manuseripts, vi. 45,49 »,

Claret, characterised by Johgson, vii,
191, 255.; vill. 53

¢ Clarisen Havlowe,’{. 273, ; vi. 163w ;
vii. 376. Johnson recommiends an
¢ Index Rerum’ to, i. 23 306.
Preface to, written by Dr, Watbur-
tot, i, 3065, :

Clark, Alderman Richard, vit. 193s. 5
vm. 253, Johmn’c letter o, vili.

Chrk, Mr.. his pn'nphht on Owsian,

Clll‘ke. Dr. Ssmuel, i, 171 3 iii. 110,
v.13. His * Evidences”
mendéd by Jomwon, il 171, His
¢ Sermons," vil. 70.  Jobnavt's
death-bed recommantiation of, yiii.

417, 417 ; ix. 817, M
Clenard, Nicholas, his Greek gram.
mar, vil 367, 887, -

*Cleone,' Dodsley's tragedy eof, ik
269, ; "vit, 367, “
=cgmue, Hoole's play of, vl
cmm 28, 210, 210,85
T
. Enity plath, il 935,946 0.3 UL 198,
kuma?wﬁu;&
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their parinhiopers, ifi. 145, Englith
iv. 276. Boottish, iik 175.5 iv, 82,
/8. lIrish, it 148, Lax jollity of,
offensive, vill. 50. Dress of, should
be in character, viri. 50.
Clergyman, Addison’s portrait of, vili.
80. Johnson's model of, viii, 51.
His excellent letter to 8 young, vil,

839
Clark, Sir Phillp Jenaings, viil. 65.
Cli%, Willlam, iil, 56.
Climate, vii. [43.
Clive, Robert, first Lord, vil, 190, 212,
282,

Clive, Mra,, iv. 132.; vil, 855, ; viii. £38.

Clothes, fine, vi. 11¢.

Caabs, Ivy-lane, formed by Johuson,
1. 218, ; vili. 249.; x. 278

{lub, Literary, founded by Sir Joshua
Reynolds, ii. 279. 320, 321. 33, 895 ;
i, 3 iv. 111 ; v. 255, 288,
8w vh 235, 244. 863.; wil 58,
Shm. 199 875.; ix. 47, See Lite-
rary Club. .

Club, Boar's Head, iv. /L

Clab; Queen’s Arms, viii. 63.

Club, in Ol Htreet, ix. 63.; x. 272,

Clhub, Essex Head, viil. 249, 250 &,

Club, Eumelian, vii. 393

Club, Johnson’s definition of a, wili.

LBim.
¢ Clubable® man, viil. 250.

INDEX,

Collins, William, the poet, 1. 135 m
S03 ;. ; il 94, 24 0, 95, 60. 158,

Colman, George, 1, 243, 243w.; v,
111.; vii. 368, 365. His ‘0des to
Obscurity and Oblivioh, v. 273
His jmitation of Johuson's style,
X. 286.

Colman, George, jun,, his * Random
Recorda’ quoted, vi, 176 .

Colquhoun, Sir James, v, 107,

Colquhoun, Lady Helen, v. 109, 109 »

Colson, Rev, Jobn, i 111, i1k =
253 m.; v. 216, 215 ». 3¢9, 820 =,

Colville, Lady Dowager, v. 187, 137 &,

Calville, Alexander, fourth Lord, v
187 .

Combermere, v. 197, 197 8.

Commandment, the seventh, ix, 188

Commandwunt, the nintb, modes ot
placing the emphasis on, i 193

Commentary, the Bible to' he IM
with u, vi, 181,

Commeree; v. 282,

Common Prayer, Book of, vili.m

(bmmunm of Sawts, viii, 292, 802 m.

C of souls, doctrine of, iil

204, .
Company, viii. 318, Cause of John
son's fondness for, 1. 161
Compassion, ix. 119,
Competency, small, the bane of men

afulenn,t.k’w. .
Coatwe raillery, Johnson's px of, , v, 330.; vl S0 ix
viil 378 T4, 115.
Covb, Mz, v. 331.; vi 101.; 208, Compldnhnndompmuuvli.m}
208 m.3 2. 13, viil. 160. ; ix. 154

Cack-lane ghost, vii. 108,
"% Arithmetic, iv. 146, 146 a
Laord, ili. 187. ; Ix. 136, 108 m.

“Col, isixad of, v. u.so-.

Cal, the Laizd of, v. 6%, 68, 63 m, £19,

ommmmhnumy.vl.un

Composition, vh.muo,m;h.'

ing, iv. 32 His oxtraoedinary
pmue(.h.u.un.%n vi

‘camdnr lhe, v&. amx
mw
monk, Vﬂl iﬁhﬂﬂu. Ma.
of m.;st




INDEX.

Confumsion, . 152, ; iv. 194
Confessions,’ *Housseau's, . 315,
815,

Confidence with zespect to futurity,
WX, 123,

Confinement, vil. 104,

* Congé d'élive,’ viil. 325,

Congreve, William, iil. 86,87 #. ; vil,
41 ix. 19,

Cangreve, Rev. Charles, Johnson's
school-fellow, §, 19.; vl 82, 43
12

Conjugal infidelity, vii. 283, 288 n,

¢ Connoldieur,’ the, il 198,

Conatience, scruples of, ix, 44. 82
anm,

Const, Francis, vi, 131 %,
Conatitution, British, vi. 71.
Constructve treason, vili, 63, *
Contentment, vii. 66,

Contradiction, ix. 49. 81,

Convents, it 132, 312.; iv. 60,5 vi.

64
Converiation, v. 304. 306. ; vi, 74, 110
179, ; wli. 77. 181, 375, 881, ; vili 18,
19.; ix, 34, 66. 75. 100. 198 175, 259.
Conversation, the happlest kind of,

v
Conversation, Lord Bacon's precept
for, viii, 23.

35z

Caakery, Mrs, Glasse's, written by Dr.
Hil, vit, 127,

Cooper, John Gilbert, author of the
*Life of Socrates, il 143, 143 %,
vi. 289, ; vii. 352

Coote, Sir Eyre, iv. 131,

Copy-money, in Italy, vi. 303,

Copy-right, iL 922.; \v. 70. See Liv
terary Property.

Gorbett, Andrew, i. 5T s

Corelli, the singer, v, 255, 285,

Coriat, Tom, iii. S04, 200 s,

¢Coriat, Junior,’ Paterson’s, iil, 208,

< W

Cork and Orury, Hamilton, xtk
Earl of, iii, 144 ; vi. 528,

Cork, Edmund, seventh Earl of, vil.

320 .

Corke, Countess of, vii, ss'o-., Vil 861,

Curneille, Pierre, v. 42 ; vil, $63.
ix, 19,

Corpulency, vhi, 207,

Corsica, i, 313. ; iii. 4. 35. 49, 50, 88&
69. 71 80.; w. 24 n. .

¢ Comggu\na' of Cuusliom,!he best
book on pond-breeding, iv. 08,

Cotterel, Admiral, i. 291 n,

Cotterel, Miss, 1. 291 . 5 1. 138, 138#.
158,

Cotton, Sir Lynoh Salusbury, v, 198,
198 .

Cottwn, Sit Robert Salusbury, v. 198,
198 n.

¢ Council of Trent,’ Hmary il, L7
147, 147 »,

Counting, the good of, viil. 93,

Country amusements, ix. 95.

Caountry gentlemen, iv. 111, NEI0®
vii, 853, ; wili, 151,

Country life, v. 98.; vi, 321 ; vil 80
86,86 . 150, £16. ; viii B ; ix. 95,

Courage, v. 881, 3 vil. 102. 191 288 m.

unt-, lwlud. dcﬂdumm )
m philssaphioal

principles, vii. 197.

d on a, if, m.ma.
Court of Session In Scotland, v. 168,
994, 224 m.
Courting the acquaintance. -rm
ma.m.m-.,iim :
, dohm, his-*
view’ quoted, L 61, m,s‘ll.‘m
; v 178 His description of the
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style and economy of Sir Joshue
Reynolde's 1able, vi. 203n
Courta of JGernany, mauners best

Cowardser, vh, 180, ; 1x, 137,

Cowdray, the reat of the Lords Mon.
tague, popular superstition respect-
g, vui, 145, 145 a.

Cowloy, Abrabam, 1,901 ; v.70n
86., v1 140 ; v B5 5 n 144 Johue
san’s Late of, vin 7

Cowper, Wilham, vi, §9m.; x. 145,

162.

1]
Coxcombe, i1 143,
Coneter, Thos. Lag., & 299m.; vi. 208,
Crubbe, Rev. George, his ¢ Viilage,’
il 164, 164 »,
CrM.Jnleph. vh0ln 167,10, ;

cl'lll. 17, 66,

Crashaw, Richard, his ¢ Epigrammata
Sacra,” vit 152

Craven, Lady, vi. 139, 189n, ; vii. 320,
594,

¢ Creation,” Blackmore's, iu 116, 116n
Credulity, v. 6.5 va, 167, 210,
Croods, 19 1%

Chehum, Robert, Lord S8anquhar, iv,

cnuumm.iuss.m 1id. 25.5
vi, 150. 813.

Criticiom, id. 91.; v, 306, ; wii, 216
418.; ix. 118,

Criticism, examples of true, {ti 91.

Croft, Rev. Hetbert, vit 394, His
¢ Life of Young,' vin. 29, 208 His
style descnibed by Burke, vil, %9,
¥ ¢ Love und Madness,’ vifl. 177.
glldnﬂhudvhemnpuyd,

Croker, Rev, Temple Henry, trans-
satpr of Ariceta, i, 158,

INDEX,

Crouch, Mre., vid, 220,

Crousnz’s ¢ Examen’ of Pope's Essay
on Man, i 152, 180,

Crown, power of the, iii. 203. In-
fluence of, 1n parhament, \iv 138,

* Cruditres,’ Conat's, itf, 09, 30 n.

Crulkshaoks, Mr., the surgeun, viu
214, £5¢ SN0.

Cuchillen's well, iv. 280

Curumbors, v. 14 ; wn, 361,

Cuilien, the, v, 257, L7,

Cullen, Dr. Willlam, vi. J11

Culloden, battle of, v 52 n

Cumberland, Witham, ke of, v
38, %3 ..

Cumberisnd, Richard, v, 300, His
¢ Fashonable Lover,’ 1v. 193 His
¢ Cholensc Men,' . 246, 46 =».
Character of Sir Fretful Plagmry
intended for him, i, 268 Hie
¢Odes,’ v1, 164, His ¢ Walluots,”
X. 260, 260 m. Anecdotes uf Johu.
son by, ix. 928 His lines descrip.
tive of Johnsen's character, ix.
235,

Cuwmming, Thomas, the quaker, v,
99, 104, 250, 250 m, ; vihi, 2US.

Cumnghame, Sir John, v. 119,

Cunming, iv. 231 4 ix. 98

Cuper's Gardens, v. 23,23 »,

Curates, sslanes of, »u 274,

¢ Curiomties of Litersture,” [)'Isvaoli‘s,
vin 4%,

Curioety, 1. 93 m,

Curran, John Phipot, v, 263 ».

Curdants, vil, 196

Cust, Francis Cockayne, 1. 196 »

Cutts, Lady, Atterbury’s funesat ber.

Drumpontt of Haw.
thornden's, iv. 198,
Cyrus, the ullnnﬂnl of i

D
.imum L
e
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Daling, his * History of Swedon® re.
commended, i1, 183.

Dairymple, Sir David, afterwards
Lovd Hailes, ii, 14 217.257.; iv. 41,
@l v. 158 191, See Lord Hailes,

Dalrymple, Sir John, il 247, 280.; v.
153, 154, 155,157, Johnson’s imiv
tation of his style, iir. 156. |

Daltrymple, Lady Margaret, v, 118,

Daisel, Andtew, Greek Professor at
Eduburgh, vlii. 590.

Dance, Mr., architect, ifi. 189 n,

Danting, advocated by Johnson, vifi
54 ; 1%, 43,

Danet 101 '

ation with one, ix. $7.
“ Dandy,’ iv, 204

Danish ‘culony at Leuchars, iv. 69.
‘Fort, iv. 182,

D'Arbiay, Madame. See Burney.

Darius, shade o, vil. 365,

Darwin, Dr. Lraemus, mutual dislike
between Johnson and, v. 104 x.
o,

Dashwood, Lady, vil, 201

Dating letters, & landable habit, vii,
17, .

Danghters, benefit of teking them

 garly tntn company, ix. 42,

Davies, Thomas, the acter atid book.

‘¢ Deritonax* of, Luotan,

333

Demil language, on writing verses in

v. 318 .

Deat and Dumb, Mr. Braidwood’s
academy for, v, 152, Accouns of
him, v. 152,

Deane, Rev. Richard, ¢ on the Future
Life of Brutes,’ iii. 65.

Death, §. 208 ; ii, 95 106. ; §iL 94 11§
1935 iv. 198, .49, 140, ; i 848, ;
vil. 178, 161, ; widi. 135. 140, 219, 38,
£55.£79. 302, 5 Ix. 67, 182, 135. £48.;
X.47.71, 89, Refluctions on a vios
lent, ii. 95. Southwell's sthnsss
upot, v. 205

Death-bed tesentments, iv, 261

Death-bed repentance, Dr. Wishart
on, iv. 277, .

Debates in Parliument, Johnson
share in them, i. 197. 167, 168, 168.;
viil 408.; x. 66 ., '

Debt, misery of being in, viit. 137,

Debtor, proverbial wretchedness of,
viil, 137.

Debts, iL. 110,

Decay of the mental faoulties, vi.
115

¢ Decline and Fall,' Gibbon's, vi. 78,

Dedications and Prefaces, by Johue
son, and remarks on, L 180, 188,
202. 211. §07. ;' it 71 118 194. 138,
184, 154 95+ ; 1i. 8, SL %08 9653
v 10.; vi 248

Definitions, i 48m ; iv. 28 400, ;
v. 136 m. ; vii. 75, 180 ». ) 203: 907.

of,
-De Foe, Daniel, invents the story of

Mrs, Veal's ghost, iil. 164. His Ro-
binson Crusoe, vil. 103, . '

of the buman rate di-
o Gent, T,  elative of Grat
De Groot, Tssac, arelative s,
Johnheon's interforence in behalf'of,
vi.258, 959. . .
Dest, #, 310,
Delany, Dr, his ¢ Observations o
Swift,’ bv, 9695 vii 81.; AL 8
Delay, Gangerof, i1, 80, .
Drlckcy, 1x. #4. 98
Dewocnitus, vill 83 ... .
: fously ap
plicable to Johnsos, vil, 380.

'
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Demosthenes, i. 170. )'IQ-.; iti, 249,
Dempster,

228n; on
himsclf, Nl 188, His character of
Johnsen's *Journey to the Hes
brides,’ v, 159, 296.

Denbigh, v. 200,

Dennis, John, his critical works
worth collecting, vi, 159,

Departed spirits, appearance of, il
106. 180. ; viis. 9. 979, 5 ix. GO, o

o

INDEX.

Dictionary of the English
Jubnson’s, i. 210, 915, 216, ; K. 2,8,
4,5 7 924 27 33n, 36 M 5670
148. 298,35 )i, 164, 182, 938, 240. %A
02 5 iv, 40. 92 305, 318, ; vi. Ye4.
248, ; vil €87, 358.; x. 49,199, 178
First published, 1, 44. Wilkes's jeus
d'espnit om, 1i. 33, Garrick's epie
gram on, il 53, Johnson's ‘protits
by, if. 57. Epitome of, il 60. Fes
hclty with which tho examples are

d, vui, 281 m.

Dep of epirits, trext
L 18n. '

Derby, china manufactory at, vi. S04,

Derby, Rev. J., curious anecdote of,
vi 244,

Derrick, Samuel, i 136.; i, 156. 167.
242 243.; iv. 190, 962.; vii. 299.;
viil, 182. 924 n. Sorue account of;
L 156 n.

I scidom
realitios, iv. 130.5 viii. 189,

* Deserted Villege,' il 30, ; iid, 80,

Desmoulins, Mry., i. 64 86, ; 1ii. 173,
i, 50, 146. 230, 244, 239, 296, 349, ;
viil. 68, 160, 226. 251.

Despotic governments, vii, 194,

Devmu.lohn.sq uli.f?l).

, William dish, third
Duke of, vii. 5. Hisdnnedven.
vil 249,

city,

Devotion, ix, 34

‘Dhln‘u«onhebud'lmdlqm
sou's, vi. 7.3 viil. 98,

Dislogues, two, by Sir Joshus Rey.
nolds, in imitation of Johngon's
etyle of conversation, vil. 16). ; ix.

R 8

Diary, Jolinson’s, ili, 198 ».5 tv, 47,
‘The utility of keeping one, it 218, ;
%m o 56§ viil, 16.; ix.

Ditdin, Charles, iii, 119,

DM. M,iv.u.. v. 1585

Ll gee y vilL 257, 258, His

. ¥t W Johreon MMM
produced o hylm ¢ Jour,
0oy, vL 290, ..

d with

anw avmu, ;
_Sepmuiended, 1x.

Dicnommu, ix. 121

Dido, viil. 185,

Diligenee, ix. 218,

Diltingham, Miss Anne, vii. 315,

Dilly, Edward and Charles, 114, 289
vi, 186, 189, ; vil. 185, 196, 127, 198
130, 131, 268, 277, ; vili. 79, 96.

Dilly, Edward, bis letter to Boswell
on the * Lives of the Pocts,” vi. 230,
Juhnson's letters to, vi, ¥59.; vik
275,

¢ Dining-tables,” Mucleod’s, iv. 258,

Diploma from Dublin, Johnson's,
on being created a doctor of lawr.,
il 988, From Oxfnﬂl v, 270.

¢ Dirleton's Doubts,’ d by
Lord Hardwicke, vil. 24, -

Disappolutment, ix, 116.

*} Disease, its effect on the mind, viii,
285,

Duauu. aoute and chmutul, vid,
Dhauhe ix 9. ’.

Daglike, mutus), vil, 318
Dlsraeli, 3., 1, 1280.; Iil.mn. vﬂ.

Dlvimaerviu; 1=, 150,
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9. 107 9.121 m. ; vili, 198.; ix,°190.
His stters to Jolnuon. vi. 250, 285.
Jotmson's letters to, vi, 282 9285;
i 150, =, 126, Hh"l‘lmu;hum
Prisin,’ vii, 107. His Jetter deserip-
tive of Jahysop'’s petson and man-
net, wi, 121,

Dosgdington, George Bubb, after-
wd; Yord Melcombe, i 253 . ;
w3l

Dodmxdy Dt. Phﬂiy. v. 302,

Dods ler, §. 137,
ﬂw.ﬂll 14 8. 290, 92%0, 434 2.5 i1
11, 12. 72, 82, 104 ; v1, 77 150, vii,
105 131, 987 367. His * Public
Virtue,” and tragedy of ¢ Cleone,’
i, 367,

Dudaley, James, i 210.220, 299.; vi. 77,

Didwell, Rev. Dr., v. 200,

Dogs, v. 85.; vil. 8,; ix, 51, 91 Custom
of eating them in China, L 975,

Domestlc compagions, 1x. 129

Domestic (ragedies, ix. 113,

Domiaicetti, Itsllan quack, his me-
dicated baths, ifi, 104 Account of,
iil, 104 n,

Dovaldson, Alexander, the piratical
bookseller, iJ. £22.

Dounne, Dr., his vison, vi. 70 ».

* Don Quixate,” ix, 162.

Dorchiester, Catherine Sadley, Coun-
tosy-of, iv. 48,

Dousie, Robért, author of & ¢ Trea-
tise on Agrioutture,’ vil, 369,

Dougias gause, ili, 279, 72,3 iv. 19.;
v.9l»l- W6 m 196 a5 vi. 1180, ;

Dwgln,cmvned hen.rt in the arms
-of, ¥, 854

* Dowglas,” Home's tncedy of, v.

Doutie uchessot, 098
Doe, Bar. D John, afterwards |.
Bistiop of ‘Salisbyry,’ s, 139 156,
’“\;‘ﬁ.lﬂ.ms%&ﬁ.-‘ﬂd%!&;
Mﬂ% mmmnom’

follootion -of mdi-

Mmml AR

885,

Davadale, v. 196,
nqle. Sir Francis H,, 1. 49 -
¢ Dragony,” Madame de Seyigne’s aps
plication of the word, vii. 301w,
ane.&annu.Johnm'lnfeol,

Dream, Juhnlon'l.vﬁ. 358,

Dreams, ix. 5.

Dreghorn, Lord, iv. 43 5.

¢ Drelincourt on Death,* fil. 19

Drelincourt, Miss, afterwards Ladp
Primroee, 1v. 203, .

Dress, i, 231, ; v. 109. 297, ; vi. 23, 5vii.
178; wils 50, ; 1x. 43, 103,

Dressing, time consumed in, fv. 65,

Drinking, iii. 299.; iv. 55. 107. 166,

" 998, 3 v. 225 n, ; vi, 64, 65. 160, 186. ;
vii, 73. '75. BL. 133, 180, 2. 263, ; viii.
19,45, 53. 67, 269.

Dnnking to ‘excess, the. practice
greatly diminished, iv. 56 s,

Drinking, Johnson's  arguments
against, v, 60. ; vi, 512

Drinking, its effect upon convers.
ation aud benevolence, vi, 160,

Dromore, Bishop of. fa

Drowning, suicide by, Iv. 49,

Druid’s temple, iv, 110, 138.

Drumgould, Colonel, vi. 17. £1.

Druovnond of Hawthornden, iv. 198, 3
v 155,

Dmmmond, Mr. William, tbe hook.
sotler, ik 1L 18, 15. 28 a.' v. 116
185.; vi. 2la.

Drummond, Dr., son of wmu-. .
214, ; vil. 5],

Osune, of “Ml
iv. 35

Drunkards, ill.ﬁ. vil. 264, ; vill 252
Dndan,ims.u.aﬂ iil, 86
200, 285, 5 w.;w..v.m;vtm
.V&l&q“m 78w ; wiil 13,
13, 1k 0.9.; ix, 18,

réverence for, wiil 12 l!k’

d’
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Dublin Upiversity, premums in, n
78. Mr klood bequeiths his estute
to, i 7w Grant a wpowa to
Johnaon, u 288

Du Bos, Atbe, 1 91
Dudley, Rev Hunry Bate, aftcrwards
Sir Hoory vin 30 .

Dugcl, ncient trial by, iv 14

Duelling, m %16 £17 m 268, iv
249 , vin o

Du Halde, his ¢ Deseription of China,’
L 180 , ui 46., wii 377

Dunbar, Dr James, his ¢ Essays on
the History of Mankmd," s 308

Dun Can, a Scotch mountam, v 183,
186, 187, 188 m.

Duncan’s monument, 1v 120

Dusaces, 1l 85

*Dunciad,’ ni 85, v. g0, it
195w

uemne,an, in 190m, vi 36
Dundee, Jobn, Viscount of, hus fine

Dunning, Mr , afterwatds Lord Ash-
buregn, i 188, 3 v 263, v 7L
Dupasinan, Wilhamn Nairne, Lord, iv.
in, v M6

Dunton, John, hookseller, his * Life
and Ervors,’ vt 189

Dunvegah, 1v 23, 2396 , 840 253 o,
o654,

Dupps, Richard, his publication of
* Johnson’s Duary of & Journoy .to
North Wales,' v 195

* Duiranch Rationale, 1459, the third
Mw'mﬁs:hm lllﬂl,.v m&

m on lm v

Durinish, fv. 258

Dury, Major.General A , 1 95
Dutch Language, Johnson studies it at
sevgriy.one, vii 65, 389
Dmmlm;a.%l’u ;:
eonns o, &2l

¢ Flasce,” vi, B3 3 vil. 897 338,
Wﬂom tx 194

INDEX

E.

Early halnts,  ree of, v 313

Larly ns ng, v 221 , vt 310, 811

Earthquake at Ashbourne, v1 272

East Indians, v 108,

East lndies, practice of going to, m
quest of wealth, vu. 282,

Laster, v 183, vi 142 €25, vu
167 , vin 23

Bating, u 257 , vir 3 168

Fating, Johnson's mode of, i 2583
v 216, v1 190

kacles, Hev Mr, his lterary frand
n 19, 196 n

keules, Isaac Ambyose, of Cronroe ik
106

Ecole Militaive, at Paris, v. 2.
Evenamy, vh 10! 117 § viid 9290,
Mmhn-;h. iv 12, v. 184 Castle,

mmbumh mmuf, Johuw

a hbel by, virk !09. 10 12
Fducation, i} 508, ; it 20k, v 160 4

vic 65 1765 vil 260 5 ix. & 338

49, x 25
Muumu 29, x &

lmmol,hhlu'nhnc,l.lm.

unm-mm.,mm
vi 197 A
Education in England, by Miltan snd

Mvu. ™ whgs



INDEX.

Edward, Rev. Dr. Fdward, account
of, vii. 28 n. His Xenuphon’s
¢ Meworabilia,’ vii. 232 n.

Eel, vii, 244,

Egelité, Duke of Orleans, wit.
162m

Eghutoune, Alexander, Earl of, iii.
59.; v, 121, ; vii, 6.-166.

{ 3 , C of, v,

118. ; vii, 231, Some of, v.

837

24, His translation of Martial, vil.

93.

¢ Fivira,” Mallet’s tragedy qf, ii. 184.

Flwall, k., the enstuwiast, iii, 195.
204,

Emmﬂhon, iv. 17. T1. 214, 310.;
v,

Emphuu, wodes of placing, in rrad
inm.hu mnth commandment, 1. 163.
mploy t, v1, SU4.

120 m, 121,

Egmout, John, first Earl of, bis ¢ His.
tory of the House of Yvery,' viil
188,

Fgmont, John, second Earl of, his
* Faction Detected,’ 1. 158 5.

Egatists, the four classes of, vi, 314,

Egyptians, ancient, question as to
thejr colour, visi. 105 =,

Eld, Mr,, of Staffordshire, vii. 179,

Eldon, Earl of, iv. 45,

Election committees, duty of mem.
bers of parlament ditting upon,
vili 48.

Flements -of Criticism," Lord
Kaimes's, i. 165, ; ii. 166.; bl 9).;
ix. 144,

Elfnda,’ Mason’s, v. 275,

Elgin, iv. 117 n, ‘

Elibank, Patritk Murzay, fifth Lord,
AL 161. 2:4. 5 iw. 5. ; v. 50, 135, 138,
W B Vi 1‘!:. 179.; wii, |
358 m. ; viii. 86, !mtonunll
and Jobnson, iv. 200,801, -

Eliot, Mr., afterwards Lord, vi. 178, ;
wit 307 m. 3 viil. 52 m. 53,

Elisabeth, Queen, il 119.; vil 361, ;
“Viif. 60 |,

Yilis, Jobn, the wney-mimm vh

Ellis, Sir Henry, of the British Mu-
seum, v, 205 n,

Eiphinston, Avohblshop, iv. 92,
Elphinaton, James, iil. 14 246 267. ;
v, 988, ; vii. 251w, His edition of
the ‘ Rambler,” i. 945. Johnson's
lettem to, '§ 945, &7, Some ac.
couns-of, L M5, 'His Sranslations’
drhmwwm*mm.
1 966 Mnn‘ndzmof,m.

VoI X«

Ewmployment, female, iv. 374
Employment of wealth, vui. 162.
Emulation, sv. 10].

English and Dutch langusges rad.-

. cally the same, vi1, 355.; vin. 364,

¢ English Malady,’ Cheyne's, vi. 913,

English bar, viii, §12.

English clergy, iv, 276,

Engiish dramna, viit, 236. 243,

¢ English Poets,® Johnson’s edition of.
See ¢ Lives vl the Poets.'

Englishmen, their cold reserve to.
wards strangers, viii. 181

Englishmen and Frenchmen com-
pared, i. 215.; vii. 87. Sis.

P and Scotoh com.

pared, iv, 10, ; vii. 359.

Entails, iv. 103.; vi. 36 46 55 59.
Johnson's letters on, vi, 37. 96, 42,
. 16.

Envy, vii. 108, 159 ». 371,

L‘;»gum Johnson’s, to Mrs, Carter

Bpumnunﬁewgen.i.m
Epigram, ad Laursm Parituram, i,

180,
Epigram, ad Ricardum Savage, i
187 ..

Epigram, Garrick’s, oa Johnsun's
Dictionary, li. 53.

Epigram on the marriage of an Aus.
trian Archduchess to Bonaparte, iv.
254 ».

Bpigram on seeing Blenheim, vi, 81,

Eplznm to Miss Mary Aston, wil

WMmWAm'sTemphol
the Winds, vii. 246.
‘D 'ruw-‘ulehm



838

Epigranu on a religious dispute at
Bath, viii. 220 n.

¢ Epigrammata Sacre,” vil, 152,

Epilugneto‘ Irene,’ by whom written,

Bpungne to the ‘ Distressed Mother,’
by Johuson, i. &5,

Epitaph on Phulipe, the musician, i
165, 168,

Epitaph on Sir Thorans Hanmer, i.
25,

Fpitaph on Mrs. Jehnson, i, 267.

Epitaph on Adwairal Byug, ii. 69

Epitapn on Johason, by Svame Je-
nyns, i 71

Epitaph for a creature not yet dead,
it 7L

Epitagh, George Dempster’s, on hime
self, ii. 184 u,

Epitaph on Colin  Maclaurin, iv.

[N

Epitaph on Dr. $hollet, v, 112

Eptaph on Dr. Parncll, viik. 24,

Yputaph on Goudamith, vi. 207,

Epitaph on a ceiebrated lralian, v.
%y, 1-9n

Epitaph on & wicked man, killed by a
fatl from hs borse, vitl, 206

Eptaph on Johnson, by Mr. Flood,
v 43,

Tpitaph un Johneon, by Dr. Parr,
viii. 424 .

Fantaphs, vi. 27. 20+ 810,

Epitavis, Johuson’s Essay on, 1. 165.

Bquahty, i1, 258, ; vi. 145,

Erasmus, v. 195 », 205 » ; ix, 51k

Firasmus, Jortin's Life of, ix. 149,

Erasmus, an expression of, applied to
Johinson, viil. 299 5.

Firrol, Lord, iv, 9%, 90, 105 =

Frrol, Lady lsebells, iv, 9.

Ere language, Johnson’s letter on
the propasal to tramalate the Scrip-
tures into, il 12

km «manuscripls, v. 243, 94, Y.

.&” lml Iriab, both dialects of the
; * same language, iil, 184,

© Btee dongs, iv. 181,176 262.
Eeskine, Sir Hapry, ii. 158,

INDEX.

Esskine, Hon, Andrew, ii. 184; v
m) .

Erskine, Hon, Thomas, sfterwards
Lord, 111 207 5. 208. 210, 211

Erskine, Hon. Henry, gives Boswel
a shalling for the sight of his * bear
iv.8ln

Erskine, Lady Anne, v. 157,

Erudition, 1x, 70.

* Kapiunage,’ no word in the Englise
Jangunge to deseribe, v. 261 s,

¢ Fsquire,’ the title of, L. 1.

Esrex, the unfortunate Easl of, he
advice on travel, ii. 216,

Fesex Head Club, viii 249, 250, 251,

Estates, obligation in setthng, vi. Sk

Eternal punishments, viii, 20,

Etermty, iv, 1§5.

Etyuwologics, Johnson's, character-
ined, in. 46,

¢ Eugenio,’ a poem, lines frony, :i. S84

Evaus, Tho., a bockselies, of Pater-
noster.row, beating given to ham by
Guldemith, i, %46.

Esuny, Rev, Dr, Evan, v. 204, § vi8ln,

Livelyn, John, his bovk of ¢ Forest
‘I'rees’ mentioned, fil. 67,

¢ Fvelina, Miss Burney’s novel of,
vo. St4. 532, ; vilL 817 n

Evil, origin of, iv. 138.; v. 111

Ll speaking, vii, 251,

. bwl lplrm, .89, ; vill 22n

Ex gmmﬂ ta,
vi. 272, ; wil, 262, ; vils. 159, 199,

¢ Excise, Johnson's offepsive de-
finition of, &, S1m.; ii. 48, 49.5 vu
£03%

Fixecutions, public, i, 94, ; iv. 107 ;
vill, 170, 831 n.

Exercise, benefits of, viil, 136 %,

Exhibition of paintings at tho Royal
Academy, il, 181, ; vili. 191, 192

Existence, vil. 201

F.
Fabh. sketch of one, by Jdmwn, i

‘Fnblnol'lhtm Manderiliph, it
10%
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Facility of compasition, Johusou’s ex-
traordinary, viii. 1.

Faction, viii. 190,

Factiousness, viii. RS,

Fac:s, mischief of mingling them with
Aetion, viv'. 177,

Farrfax’s * Tasso,’ viii. 5,

Fairies, vii, 364,

¢ Farry Queen,” Spenser's, vii, 353..

Falconer, Rev. Mr, a nonjuring
bizhup, gi 209,
Falkland Islands,’ Johnson's pam.
phlet respecting, ii. 151. 171,
Fale Alarm,' Johnson's, il 120,
17Y ;v 377,
False Dehieacy,’ Hugh Kelly's play
ol i, 87,

Falvehoods, vii. 57.

Fame, vi. 153, 305. ; vil. 88,

Vaunuly influence, iri. 179. 303, ; v. 252,

Family, men of, iv. 108.

Yamuly resulences, iy 238, 240.

Yarmer, Rev. Dr, 1. 136, ; vii. 366.
Johuson’s letters to, ini. 125 ; v
325,

Farmers, wi. 217.

Famnborough, Loxd, vii, 161 n,

Farquhiar, George, his writings, via
355,

I
¢ Fashiovable Lover,” Cumberland « !
play of the, iv. 1! 35, .
¢ Father's Kevenge,” the farl of Car-
Ligle’s trugedy of, vhi. 242,
Fewkener, Sir Evorard, i. 209 n.
Fawkes, Franeis, b translation of
Auucreon, ix. 14
Fear, ui. 82.; jx. 101.
Fees, lawyers*, iv. 70,
* Felixmarte of Hircania,’ Spanish ro-
mance of; i, 45.
Fencing, iv. 63
Fenelon’s ¢ Telemachus,’ v. 43.
Fanton, Elijah, bisshare in the trans-
lation of the Odysey, vil, 594
Ferguson, James, the astronomer, iii.
103, ; whi. %6,
R , Sir 'Adam, ii. 212,
Yerguasone, Captain, iw205%. ; 988 5.
Fergusson, Dr. Adam, iv. 32, 8, .

Feins, ™ ™gmas Elringtor, blshop
. 2

339

of, h, 991 a. 21 n.;iii. 113.; wiil
195n, 291 0,
Ferns, the deanery of, viis. 46,
* Fostivals and Fasts,” Nelson's, ¢1, 80,
Feudal system, il 212, 236. ; viv. X%
Fiction, vih. 230.
Fuddle, ditticulty of playing upon, iii.
7. .

Fielding, Henry, 1. 1952, ; vidk 255,

Ficlding 1 with Rich
ini. 38, 99, 207, S8

Fielting, his ¢ Ameha,® vi. 103, ; ix.
LIS

Fieldiug, Str John, vii, 326,

Fife, barrentiess o, iv, 67 i,

Fighung.cock, v. 273,

Filmer on Government, ix. 145,

¢ Fingal,’ the poem uf, iv. 94, 138,
62, 3¢, 5 V. 1T 208, L¥T~L06- See
¢ Ossaan’ . .

Finnen haddock, iv. 113 ».

Firebrace, Lady, verzes to, i, 149,

Fishmonger, insensitlity of one, vii.
25,

Fitzherbert, Wiliam, ceq 185 3
LR & U THREAT VR \ TR 75 I R
UM, 5 v WR.; wvii. 258w, S6L

i
Vo

Fitzherbert, Mrs., i 85 ; vit. 380, ;

iX. 56.

Fitzmaurice, Mr., vii, J10

* Fitzosbornes Letters,’ vii. 317 . I8,

Fitzroy, Lord Charles, v1. 102,

Flatman, Thamus, his pocms, vi 148

Flattery, i, 277.5 iv. §5.; . 202 «,
3115 via 175, 196 ; ix. 65 114, jid

¢ Fleece,” Dycee's poer of the, v 3,

Fleet Street, vi. 5, 146,

Fleetwood, Everard, vii. 176,

Fleetwood on the Sucrament, rix o
mended by Johnson, ix. 18h.

Fleming, Siv Mrebuel Ty it giyn.

Flexman, Mr., viit. 507,

Fling, et viii. 50 a. 81,

Flogging in schools, v, 98.5 i% il

Flood, Right Hen. Henry, his be.
quest to Dublin Yuiveraly, it 7%
His opinion of Johuam as an wra.
tor, i1, 157. Fas epltaph on Johs |
son, vil. 423,

Flogd, Thomas, i, 24 »

?
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Floyer, 8ir John, on * Cold Baths,’
1.98. On ‘ Asthina,’ viil. 263

Fludyer, *Johnson’s college compa-
nion, vi. 75 n.

Folengo, Theopilo, vii. 1957,

Fondnew, vni. 140.

Fontajncbleau, vi 9,23,

Fontedelle, vi. 265, ; vii. 78,

Foote, Samuel, anecdotex and cha.
racter of, ii. 121. 170. 183 a. ; iii. 05,
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Horseley, Dr. Samuel, ik, 241 ». 5 vili,
250.

Horseley, William, i 19.

Hospitality, iii. 199. 262.; vii, 1843
vili. 216. ; x. 146, Asformerly prac
tised towards the poor, decline of,
vis, 365, 'To strangers and forcign-
ers, decline of, vi1, 365.

Haospitals, administration of, l 175,

House of Commmons, vil. i, 6t 3 vhid
159, lnfluence of Peers in, v, 52.
Power of expulsion by, wi. 292,
Originally a check for the Crown
on the House of Lords, vii. 202
Best mode of speaking at the bar of,
vii. 52, 1ts power over the national
purse, viii. 159, Lord Bolingbroke’s
description of, vii. 64, Coarse in.
vectives used in, viii. 300.

Hause of Peers, iv. 104,

Housebreakers, v, 107,

How, Mr. Richard, of Aspley, viii,
1720,

Howard, Mr., of Lichfield, ir. 101,

Howard, John, the philanthroprst, v,
T v 16T,

Howand, Hon. Fdward, iii. 117 2.

Howard, Sir George, v. 323,

Hwell'o Letters, v, 289 2.
Huddersford, Dr., Vice-Chancellor of
‘Oxford, it. son %

¢ Hudibras," iv. 242.5 v. 81%.: v. 157,

Huet, Bishop of Avranches, vi 315,

Huggins, William, transiator of Ari.
osto, 3, 152, ; vil. 335,

Hughes, Jobn. poet, 1. 17, ; vif. 163,;

* i, 5.

Hulks, punishment of the, vil, 104,

Human benevolence, vi, 168,

‘Humanity, Johnson’s, vitl. 823

awu life, vith 851, 5 i 34. 53, 71,

m,mmmmnu

v, $95.
wtll,lmmyof.dn.m.
 ‘bones, Johnson's horror aty
the sight of, iv.. 184.

e, David, L 931, ; 1 223. 310,;
i, 7€ 0. 118 ; Iv. 00, 21. 304 v.

ot v,

15 o 954, ; vl 958, 902.; vii. 5,

847

131.; viii. 183,289, ; ix. 57. 137. 149 1

x. 148, An echo of Voltaire, ifi. 43

s political principlesyviii. 183, His

scepticiem, vi. 263. 292, 2u3. ; viki.

289, His ¢ Life,’ vi. 253, .

Humour, ix. 151

Humour, good and bad, vi. 19L;
wis. 109

¢ Hunours of Ballamageiry,’ iil. 257 w.

Humphry, Oxiss, B A., Johnson's let-
ters to, vill. 264, 255. His inter.
view with J in 1764, ix. 257,
Nome aceount of, v. 264 ».

Hunter, Mr., Johnson’s early tutor,
tutor, i, 40, 41.

Huwer, Miss, viil. 173,

Hunting, iv. 979.; ix. 75.; x. 190,
186

Hurd, Dr. Richard, i, 67.; vi- 339,;
vii 55 ; viii. 16 m, 5 Ix, 179, 202 His
* Select Works of Cowley,’ vi. 148,
Johnsow's chatacter of, vill. 178,
His sermon on Evil Splrlu, viih

202 n,

¢ Hurlo Thrumbo,’ the eccentric aue
thor of, v. 23 .

Hushnndl, vii, 288, 289 %,

HusbandgJohn, i, 61.

Hussey, . Dr. Thomas, tutelar
Bighop of Waterford, viii, 412 n.

Hussey, Rev. John, Johnson's let.
ter to, vii. 235,

Hutchinson, William, a drover, noble
instanee of honesty in, iv. 110 s,

Hutchinson, John, his * llanl TPhilo.
sophy,’ vi. 174, '

Hutchinson, Mrs., 1. 981,

Hutton, Willlam, his ¢ History of
Derby,’ vi. 306 »

Hunon. Mr., the Moravism, vill.

Hyda,amy Lord, vi, 49,
!lmoﬂnh Johnsam's dlslike 1p, 1k,

3.
Rymhollcﬂ praise, ix. 119, .

.Hmonmnnem

Hygoohondrh, vii, 11. SoL W
by Cheyne <the Mﬂlﬂlﬂy.
L 64 113,
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Hypmhmlﬁn and mdnn, distinc.
between, i 64

mmumd. iLlsn

* Hypochondriac,” Boswel’s,  viil.
160,

B ‘no man one in his plea-
sures, viii. $19.

¢ Hypocrite,’ play of the, v. 258,

R

Iceland, curious chapter out of the
¢ Natural Ristory " of, vii. 120.

Tcotmkili, v. 78, 77.

Idiencas, ii. 88 213. 954.; iii. 101
vil. 357, ; wiil. 167,

¢ 1dler,’ Johnm‘t, il. 85 88, 101.
Character of Sober in, jntended a8
Johnson’s portrait, ix, 15.

Ignorance, ifi. 92.; ix.79. Singular
instance of, iv, 196. Guilt of con-
tinuing in voluntary, iit. 11. Among
wmeb of eminence, instances of, iii.
92

Tlam, Johnson's visit to, vii, 4, 52

“Tik,’ sense of the word, vii. 150 »,

Imagination, ix. 218.

PIOY

102, Should be describod while
fresh on the mind, i. 29¢,
5 ix 133

llﬂe,!hhud,-utbotorpnpmlnthe
¥ §pectator,” vi. 151,

Tneh’ Keith, iv. 5L

Inch Kenneth, v. 41. 61, 61 ». John-
ng:mnmantbt Islangd of,

¢ Laeidit i Scyltam, B¢, whesice'ta.

l'!nﬁﬁﬁ‘yﬁ?m ".lhln, vill.

lguituuty it.ﬂ
npﬂ. x4

INDEX.

Incommunicative taciturnity,ix, 13 ,

India, government of, viil. 208,

India, practice of going to in quest of
wealth, vii. 252,

Indiane, why not weak or deformed,
vili. 904,

Indigestion, Johnson’s remedy for, v.

269 n,
!noqu.‘ ity, iii. 858,
Infidel writers, 1v. 303, ; vi. 72, ; viii

289,

Infidels, ix. 7.

Infidelity, ii. 310, 317 ; §it. 82. 97 ; iv.
212.; v, S04..; vi. 72 178, 292,

Infidelity, conjugal, vi. 143, 143 m.;
vii. 288. ; viii. 289,

Infidels, keeping company with, viis

204
Influence of age, ix. 212,
Influence of the crown, Bi, 131. ; vid.

215.

Infiuence of fortune, ix, 213,

Ingenuity, superSuous, ix. 85

Ingratitude, vi. 116,

Inheritance, consequences of antii.
pating, viii. 133,

Initials, ix. 121.

Innes, Mr. Wiltiam, ix. 156.

1ones, Rev, Mr., 1. 126

Inns, comforts of, vi, Bl.; ix. 504 Shen.
stone's lines on, vi, 81 s,

Inoculation, viti. 98.

Innovation, rage for, viii, 179,

Inquisition, ii. 955.

Insahity, i. 29.». 62 64 170.; iv, m
vi. 819, ; vii. 878,

Ineanity, hudlt&q, an w
chapter in the history of the hﬂ.
mind still to be written, l M .

Insects, il 289.

Tnsonsibllity of m "

264,
Insult, i, 916, 217, "
Intentions, §i. 314 #‘

ﬂ-ﬂm, vii “-

lntcnotofnm%. vii, 199
Intoxication, vi, 655 x.54.
Tntromdsslon, vicious, !l.ﬁa; )

v 41,
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Intuition and sagacity, distinction be.
tween, vili. 577, 337w

Invasion, ridicwlous fears of, ix, 50.

Tvectivos, vin. J00.

Inverary,

Inverness, v. 81

¢ lnverted understanding,’ vii 251,

Invitations, vi. 309,

Invocation of saints, il 2%., vii,
2H0.

Inward light, iii. 141

Treland, in, 135, 145. 148, 498, ; iv.
36. Tnjured by the union with Eng.
land, va 29, Hospitahty to
strangers in, vii. 365. Its ancient
state less known than that of any
ather country, ii.77. Johnson’s wish
tozee its iterature cultivated, il. 77,
Necesuty of poor laws in, 1ii. 145,

Ireland, William Heory, his forgery
of the Shakspeare papers, vul, 124
Irene,’ Johnsou's tragedy of, i, 109.
16, 118, 122 178, 7.5 il 855.;
ix, 194.; x. 80,

frish, the, a fuir people, v. 241, Mix
better with the Luglish than the
Scoteh do, il 985  Juhnson's
compassion for the distresses of,
il 185, 2u8.

JArigh olergy, iil, 148. Jobnson's kind-
" ness for, vii. 205

Trish gentlemen, good
them, Hii, 147,

Irlsh accent, li. 189,

Tiish impudenee, v. S4ks,

Trish Janguage, vi. 243.} vil. 65,

Irish and Welsh lauguages, affinity
beteen, it; 77,

mm nd Eve langusgos, compared,

Mlhnh.ih. 153, 998,
lnhnble ar‘irrephirable $* vi,

Iuleol‘)lmi. iv, 43
vy Lane Glab, § 918,
' J.
daassan, Henry, Mnm‘ ‘;hﬂi-
min, vL 95, 45 . 286, f

scholars ameng

f

Jackson, Richard, commpnly called

5 omniscient,’ v;mm, 138n. 718,
avobites, §i, 214, v, 250,

Jacobitism, Johnson's ﬁ:pmm [
fence of, i, 214, 216.

Jumes 1, his *Dmmonology,’ vil
256,

James 1L, iv. 205, S5 m,; v. 989,
s )

James, Dr, I, 8. 180 w, 185.; i
1082 ; vi. 118, 140, 140m,

- | ¢ Jane Shore,’ ix. 72,

Janes, Mr., iv. ¥61. 176,
Jupix, Gubert, his * Rymelerie,’ il
269,

Jealousy, vi. 177,

Jenkanson, Right Hon. Charles, sfter-
wards Earl of Liverpool, v, 280,
x, 197, Johpson's létter to, on be.
half of Dr. Dodd, vi. 280, 808,

Jenuens, Mr., hus edition of ¢ Hamlet,
ili. 246, s

Jenyns, Sonme, it 69.; vi, 168.; vil,
181, 1%, 27, M ¢ Ovigin of Livil,
it 69 Huws cpitaph on Jobnson, i,
Mn Eptaph prepared for him by
Boswell, ii. 71w, Application of a
passagein Horace to, wit, 100, His
* Evidence of the Cliriatian Reli.
gion,” viil. 181

Jephson, Robert, x. 114.

Jesting, ix. 45.

Jews, ix. 189,

h;’xiu.dutrum of the order df, i

L 3

Jodrell, Richard Paul, viil. £70,
Johnion, Michacl, father of Semuel,
i.99. 811, 313,; v, W60 m.; x. 186,
Johuson, Mus,, wothet of Samiuel,, L

82, 81,819, ; 1. 4.5 x. 160.
Johnson, Nuthaniol bmtl\e\' of Ss-
‘uel, .29, 94 95m. 312
Johnson, Mry., wife of Samuel, i, ¥id
106 991, 944, 978 — 287,

"} Jounsox, Sanve. —

Looding Bvents of My L.

1709, His Birth, [ 98, Therits:
from Kis fathér * & ¥ite woilan.
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choly,’ .29, Traditional steries
of his infant precacity, i, 33. Al
fhoted with scrofula, i. 86. ¥

1712 Takén to London to be touch-
ed by Queen Anne for the evil,
L 38.

1716. Goes to school at Lichfield,
i. 30. Particulars of his beyish
days, 1. 42,

1726. Removed fo the achool of
Stourbridge, i, 45.

1727. Leaves Stourbridge, and passes
two years with hus father, 1. 47
Specimens of his early poetry, 1.47.

1728. Enters at Pembroke College,
Oxford, i. 57, Hws college lite, 1.
58. Translates Pope's ¢ Meswah '
into Latin verse, & 60, The * mor-
bid melancholy’ lurking m hi
constitution gains strength, i. 2.
Particulars respecting his relyp.
ous progres, i G8. His course
of roading at Oxford, i. 71, Spe-
cimen of his themes or exercies,
.75 .

1731, ‘Leaves college, i. 79. Death
of hia father, 1, &4,

1732, Becomes usher of Market. -

Bosworth school, i. 86,
1733, Removes to Birmingham, i,

88, Translates Lobo’s Voyage to *

Abyssinia, 1. 90.

1734, Returns to Lichfield, i yi
Proposes to print the Latin poems
of Politian, §. 9.  Offers to write
for the Gentieman’  Magazine,

i. 95,

1786, Mgrries Mrs, Forter, nearly
_ douhle his own age, i. 101 Opom
* o private academny at Edial, i. 103
wﬂtel a portion of * lrene,‘ i

78‘1 Goes to London with Gar-
rick, i 110, ' Retires to ludgings
at Gwcnvm. i 116 Projects 4
sransiation of the * Hmoq of the
Cuiitcltof Trent,’§, 117, Returns
to Lichfleld, and firiishes his tra.

of ‘Jmu,' 1,138, .Rewmoves
A with his wife, i 122,

INDEX

1738, Becomes & writer in the Gen-
tleman's Magazine, i, 124. Writes
the debates in both houses of par-
liament, under the hame of * The
Senate of Lilhput,’ i. 127. Pub.
lishes his * London,' for which he
receives ten guineas, i. 129. En.
deavours without success to obw
tauf‘t.he degree of Master of Arts,
L3

1739, Publishes ¢ Marmor Nor-
folciense,’ 1. 156.

174). Writes the Lives of Blake,
Drake, and Barrotier, i. 164.; and
Essay ou Epstaphs, i. 164,

1741. Writes frce transiation of the
¢ Jests of Hierocles,’ of Guyon's
¢ Dissertation on the Amazons,’
and of Fontenelle's * Panegyric on
1K, Meorin,’ i. 167,

Tidk Writes Essay on the Account
of the Condugt of the Duchess oi
Marlborough, Life of Burman
and of Sydenham, and * Proposals
tor printing Bibliothera Harlei-
ana, i, 173

1743  Writes ¢ Considcrations on
the Dispute between Crousaz and
‘Warhurton on Pope's Essay on
Man,’ &¢., and Dedication to Dr.
Mead of James’s ¢ Medicinal Dic-
tianary,’ i, 180.

1784, Publishes the ¢ Life of Richard
Savage,”, and writes ¢ Preface to
the Harloian Miscelluny, i 186.

0%

1745, Publishes * Miscellaneous Ob-
servations on the Tragedy of Mac-
beth, with Remarks on Hanmer's
Shakspeara,’ 1. 208.

747, Publishes Plan for 2 Dic-
tiopary of the English Language,
addroesed to Lord Chestertield, i.
210. Forms the King's Head
Club in Ivy Lane, i, 918, -

1748. Vieats Tumﬁd;e Wells, §.
218, Writes * Life -of Rogdin.
mon,’ * Prefage to Dodsley’s Pre.
veptor,’ snd ¢ Vision.of Theodore.

,the Hermit,' i, 290,
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749, Pubhshes the ¢ Vanity of Tiu.
man Wishes,' for which he re.
ceives tittcen guineas, 1. 221, His
tragedy of * Irene * acted at Drury
Luue Thoatre, i. 207,

1750, Begins to publish < The Raw.
Uer.! His prayer oh commencing
the undertaking, i 236 Vrites 2
prologue for the bel '\51‘ Mil
tou's grand-daughter, 1 467,

1751, Wntes ¢ late ol Cheynel,’
Letter for Lauder, and Dedic .
tion to the Earl of Miuddlewx of
Mr.. Charlotte Lenox's ¢ Lemae
Quisote,” 1. 269,

1752, Occupied with his Dictionary,
and with the Rambler, i. 277.
{ath of his wite, 1. 278, i
affecting prayer on the vecasion,
1 579 Hus extreme grief tor her
loss, thid.  Cowposes ber tuneral
sermon and her ciataph, 1 &5

Crrele of bis friends at ths thne |

i 290,
1753. Writes the papers in the > .4 1
venturery signed 1%, i S0 .

gins the second volume of h
Dictionnry, i. 305,

175+ Wntes the Life of (e,
1n. 1. Makes an excursion to 0%~
ford, i1, 16, Obtains the Jdepree
ot Master of Arts from thar Ut
wversity, it. £3,

1755, Publishes his Dictionary of
the English Language, ii. 27. Pro.
Jects the scheme of a * Biblio.
thdque,' i 88 His depressed
state of rind at this period, ii 50,
The Academia della Crusca pro-
sent him with their * Voeabulu-
rio,’ and the French Acndemy
send him their ¢ Dictionnaire,” 1i
51, Yrojeets a scheme of 1ife far
Sunday, ii. 55.

1756. Publishés an abridgment of

- his Dictiopary, ii. 60. Writes
ebsays in the ¢ Universal Visiter,
41, 60, 'Superintends, and largely
contributes to, the Litcrary Ma.
gazine, il. 61, Composes pulmt

i
1
!
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discourses for sundry clergymen,
74. lssues proposals for an edi-
n of Shakspearc, il. T4 Is

offered a living, but dn:lmen o

tering inte holy orders, ii. 75.

1757. Dictates a speech on the subs
Ject of an address to the throne
after the expedition to Rochfurt,
. 76

1708. Commences the * Idier,’ 1i. 85.
Being compelled to retrench his
cxpenses he breaks up housekeep-
mg, and removes to ghambers m
Gray's lon, and ater n
inner ‘Femple Lane, n. 92,

1750, loses his wother, if. 4G,
Wries hig © Rasselas’ to defray
the eapenses of her funeral, aid
to pay soine debts, il 104, Makes
an excursion to Oxford, 1. 111.
Writes a ¢ Dissertation on the
Greek Comedy,” the Introduction
to the * World Displayed,’ and
¢ Three Letuwere concerning the
heet Plan for Blackfriars Bridge,’
i 115

160 Writes ¢ Address of the
Painters to George 11 on hwe
A« vession,” the Dedication to Ba-
retti's Italian Dictionary, and a
review of Tytler’s Vindication of
Mary Queen of Scots, ii. 118.
Forme rules and resolutions for
the guidance of hus raoral conduct
and hterary stuches, il 119,

J761. Wntes Preface to * Rolt's’
Dictionary of Trade and Com-
werce, i 124,

1762 Writes Dedication to the
King of ¢ Kennedy’s Astronotm-
cal Chronology,’ and Preface to
the Catalogue of the Artists® Ex.
hitntion, ii. 183 Obtaind & pet-
wion bf 3007, a year, as the reward
of literary menit, li, 140,  Aceou-
pantes Siv Joshua Reynolds in o
vigit to Devonshire, 1i, 148,

1763, Writes Character of Collins,
Iafe of Ascham, Review of T'¢.

schus, & masque, Dedicatioh
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1o Hoole’s Tassq, and Detection
of the Imposture of the Cock
Lane G'h«e, i, 154 Boswell b--
comes acguainted with him, iv

156,

1764. The ‘Literary Club' founded,
# 271 Afflicced with, a severe
retarn of hus hypochondriac dis-
order, i1, 977, Writes & review
of Granger’s ¢ Sugar Cane,' and of
Goldesmith's * Travelier,” it 277.
Visits hir lriend Dr, Pexcy, m
Narthamptonshire, iv 28..

1705,  WAsite the University of Cam.
brdge, i1 93 “reated Doctor
of Laws s Dustin University,
ii. 28, Is introduced into the

- fami'y of Mr. Thrale, 1 20,
Gives to the world his ¢ 4 of
Shakspeare, n. 208,

1766, Writes the noble dediestion
to the king of Gwyn's ¢ London
and Westminster ivtproved,” and

‘The Fountains,’ lairy tale,
il 8
1767, His interview with Kung

George 111, *1 19, Iutaesting
extract freen his devotional re. !
cond, i1l 30 ‘Vntes dedication |
to the Kig of ¢ Adam's Treatise |
on the Globe,” is. 31, f
1708. Writes prologue to Gold- i
smith’s ‘ Good-natured Man,’
ili, 85. Viets Oxtord, iii. 35.
1769. Appointed professor in sn-
cient literature to the Royal Acas
demy of Arts, 1i, 65. Passes the
stnmer at Oxford, Lichfield, and
Brighton, lil. 6. Appears at the
Old Bailey as a witness on the
triad of Buretti for murder, jil. 98.
1770. Publishes * The False Alarm,’
+ L1920,
1771,  Publishes * Thoughts on the
late Transactions respecting Falke
Iand's, Islands,’ #i 151 Design
of brivging him into parliament,
“fiL 154, Engaged in preparing a
* sourth edition of kis folio Dic.
tionary, il 18£. ?

4

INDEX.

‘Writes ‘Defence of a Sclir-
V7 anaster,” and * Argument am sup-
"port vl the law of Vicious Intio-
misgion,’ L 228 Interesting
sketehes of the state of hiw mud
at this tune, il 928,
1775. Pubhshes aew edihow of by
0 Dictionun 1, 2, Wriles
;:zt[rue to* Macbeav's rhechanary
Ancient Geegr vt and Ar
gument Favou, ot Lev v
troas, W YN AL siabyiteer,
attempts to ._arb the Low Diwecn
Language, ui. 37, Injures s
eyosight by the Imprudent use of
small prise w7, His jonroey
with Boewel! Lo the Tlebrades, iv.
- Plosented with the freedom
of the town of Aberdesn, iv, 91
178, buogaged inwnting his ¢ Jour-
ney to the Western lslands,” v.
174, Makes a journey into North
Wales with Iz, amt Mrs. Thrale,
1. 194, Spends some time with
Mr. Burke at Beaconsficly, v. 216
Writes ‘ The Patniot,” v, 217,
1775 Puvlishes his * Journey to
“ie Western Islawds of Scotland,’
¥, W, Publishes < Taxation no
T anny,' v. 248, Recelves hie
diowma aa Doctor of {aws from
the University of Oxford, v. 70.
Makes a tour to Franco with' Mr,
and Mrs. Thrale, vi. ).
1716, Writes Argument in sup-
port of the Right of immediate

Eoglish Posts) #l, 240" Weites:
Dedication tothe King of thelost
bumous Works of -Dr. Pessor
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Keatory, Bev. Dr. Michael, 1. 19¢ 5. .

vik 708 250 ». 5 vili. 46 L.

° bookseller, L

Won, 3 ViL 4. Lade, Sir John, vill, 418; 1z, 38,
Kedieston, v. 186.; vi. 300, Verses on his coming of age, vii,
Kellie, Thomas, sixth Eari of, vi. 812, | 414,
lﬁ, Rugh, vi. 945 ; vill. 811 ix. | Landlords, iii. 108.; iv. 215.; v, 25

80,

Kemble, John Philip, viil. 256, L:?yhy, Rey. Mr,, v. 195
Kempis, Thomas &, vil. 54, 54 m. Langley, Charles, hmlnl‘ of* Alley

‘Kenoady, Rev. Dr., §i. 195,

Kennedy, Dr,, his tragedy, vii. 68.

Kennicot, Dr. Benjamun, hl. 142,
..

Kenrick, Dr. William, li. 300, 300 ;
il. 53. ; iv, 305, S05 » ; vit 90.

Kepple, Lady Flisabeth, hi, 99 s

Kerr, James, Iv, 32

Kettel, Dr. Ralph, i, 41 n,

Kilmorey, Jﬂm, tenth Viscount,
17,4 x. 271,

Kindersley, llt.. x. 99,

Kiodness, vi. 527. ; witi. 140. 3 1x. 119,

llu. M Dr,d %8n;v.Slin;

Kln;. Arehbhlwp, his ‘Essay on
Evil, vil. 283 n,
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