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PREFACE

The study of Sanskrit has, in these days, attained suck
a prosperous state in the curriculum of the University of
Bombay that Sanskrit may be said to occupy the most
prominent position among all the second languages
recognized by the University. More than half the number
of students appearing for Arts Examinations take Sanskrit
for their second language and in the Matriculation, where:
in addition to the classical language vernaculars are also
allowed, the largest number of candidates appears to be
of those who choose Sanskrit for their seeond language.
Besides the necessity of taking Sanskrit to a Hindu
student who wishes to continue his College-course for
-Arts Examinations, he isadvised by all around him te
choose it for its undeniable charms, and truly speaking,
we find very few students who take Marathi from their
fourth standard in High schools. But look to the highest
elass, and we are surprised to sece many ( though not a
majority ) who take Marathi.

Whence can this change arise ? Some of the students
at least feel the difficulty of remembering the difficult and
numerous grammatical forms, and if they should depend
upon literature-portion very little can be done by them in
that direction without much aid frem others. They have
either to construe Sanskrit verses whick is a great
difficulty with ordinary students, er they should turn to
prose works like Panchtantra. It being very diffieult

‘to understand Sanskrit poems, and being very soon
disgusted with Panchtantra they find no other way to
eontinue- their eourse. The other Sanskrit prose books
like Dashkumar and Kadambari are too difficalt for them.
‘Then in the’end they leave Sanskrit. Thus then it appears
to be a necessity that easy prose Sanskrit books should
be brought before the public. They should neither be
. difficult nor tiresome. An attempt in this direction is
recently made by the author of Kadambarisar, who has
aided the beginners very much by shortening the long
sentences and curtailing the labyrinth of long and
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numerous compounds. As an humble attempt in the same-
direction the author brings the following pages before the
publie. He is quite sure those who have mastered the
two books of Dr. Bhandarkar will find ne difficulty in
understanding the following pages. The story is familiar
toalmost all students and thus they have a kind of
pre-notion in understanding the book, which makes it
more easy and at the same time unweari-some. There are
indeed some few words which are not ordinarily known
and almost a complete glossary of such words is attached
at the end. There was no necessity of annotation, because
the author has spared no pains in putting down a plain
easy constructior. He does rot claim, of ecourse,
eriginality in the work. He has reduced only the metricak
eonstructions of the Adhyatmaramayan to plain prose,
the only merit being that by such a prose order the work
will be presented in a clean and more systematic form,
repetitions usual with epic-writers being avoided, vague
expressions being left out and the loose ones made
compact. The passages on Vedant and such other abstruse
subjects are omitted and the master of the story given in
a concise form. Tne work will thus be found to serve as
an excellent readable text suited to the requirements of
young students. Another important use of the work will
be to supply in a short space all the general information
about persons, plaecesaund events in the Ramayan. Besides
here will be found expressions and eonstructions suited
to the Historical, Didacctic Narrative and descreptive
eomposition, which will help the students in their
attempts at translation and original composition.

Being compelled by circnmstances to have the book
printed in a press very newly established the author is
aware that many typographical mistakes are found in the
book, but for that he is unable to do anything else except
appendiny an errata. There might be other mistukes also
which have escaped notice, and which arc indeed as
troublesome to the autior himself as to the readers, but
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for these the auther expects indulgence from the readers.
In the end the author will feel satisfied ‘if the
students in general find this little book easy and there-
fore make general use of it in the course of their study."
The author connot sufficiently thank his friends and
patrons for the help they gave in some form or other.

KURUNDVAD -~ -
35th Jonnary 1888 K. B. GODBOLE.
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Preface to the second Edition.

The success attained by the first edition, though it
came from the press in no very creditable form ( both
inwardly and outwardly, ) as the number of misprints it
Pontained was considerably large, and the number of

rammatical mistakes ‘it contained vied with it, em-

oldens the author to issue the second edition in the
present form. The favourable opinions expressed by
learned men, whose experience in teaching Sanskrit in
Govt. Schools extends over a long time encouraged him
to appear before them again. He has spared no pains to.
revise this work thorougaly and give it as unimpeachable.
acharactor as he could, still he himself craves the indul-
gence of the public, begging of them at the some time
to kindly point out the imistakes that might have still
lurked ia and escaped his notice, 80 that if there be an
_oocasion to bring out a third edition, it will be a great
help io him. A few more verses are quoted at the end of
chapters where it appearcd their presence would not be
felt amiss. The auther cannot conclude these fow lines
without expressing his heartfelt, gratitude towards his
benefactors and friends whose timely assistance was of’
greac service. He cannot but hope that the students of

anskrit who keenly feel the want of easy Prose reading
books will reward his labours by making use of the work
now before them.

KURUNDWAD
20th March 1894 K. B. GODBOLR
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